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PREFACE. 


I HAVE been induced to publish, the following volumes from a 
conviction that the documents contained in them would not only 
illustrate the character of Loed Coeitwallis, but would also throw 
much light upon the history of his times. His military and 
political career extends horn 1776 to 1805, and embraces many 
most important events. He was engaged in the American War 
from 1776 to 1781, and during the last two years held an inde- 
pendent command in the only quarter where active operations 
were carried on. He was twice Goveriior-G-eneral of India. 
During his first administration, which lasted from 1786 to 1793, 
Ire was engaged for upwards of two years in the Mysore war, and 
promulgated his revenue, judicial, and police regulations, which, 
with some modifications, are stiU in force tlrroughout the Presi- 
dency of Bengal. To him was entrusted the duty of effecting 
that most important but difficult measure — the Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland ; and a little later he was charged with 
the task of restoring tranquillity to Europe by completing the 
peace of Amiens. 

Even if the limits to which a preface must be confined per- 
mitted me, I should not be disposed here to discuss the conduct 
and measures of Lord Cornwallis ; nor, indeed, have I thought it 
fit to enter at all on that subject, but I have been satisfied with 
printing his own letters and despatches, with some of those 
addressed to him, either interesting in themselves or necessary 
to explain the context. To these I have added occasionally a 
few paragraphs or pages when the narrative appeared incomplete. 

The great length of many of the documents has compelled me 
to print in an Appendix most of the military despatches from 
America and India, and numerous other important letters and 
minutes. Among these will be found the details of the surrender 
of York Town, and the papers relating to the Zemindar settle- 
ment which are peculiarly interesting. 
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iv PREFACE. 

With respect to tlio orthography, I liave, in tlie letters, retained 
that of the several writers. In those parts of the work for which I 
am responsible, I have, in regard to the spelling of Indian proper 
names and words, followed the advice of’ those whose opinions are 
of very high authority ; and as many of the Indian terms may not 
be familiar to English readers, I have added a short G-lossary. 

]\[y 23 rincipal labour has been to furnish short biograidiical 
notes on the various persons whose names occur in the letters and 
despatches. These I have endeavoured to make as complete and 
accurate as I could. 

But among the many thousand dates given numerous errors 
have, I fear, cre 2 )t in. Some have been corrected in the errata 
prefixed to each volume, others have doubtless escaped detection. 
Nor can I imj)licitly rely on the works to which I have referred 
for such information, as, most certainly, many inaccuracies exist 
in them. For instance, Collins’s Peerage, the G-entleman’s, Euro- 
pean, and Scots Magazine, each give a different date for the deatli 
of Lady Mary Duncan. Three, at least, of these, perhaps all 
four, are wrong, though the Magazines were published within one 
month of her decease. The books winch I have consulted are 
far too numerous to be jmrticularised here — Annual Registers, 
Magazines, Peerages, BiograiDhical Dictionaries, French and Ger- 
man as well as English (the latter being by far the most imj)er- 
fect), Encyclopedias, individual Biographies, and an immense 
number of Memoirs, Pamphlets, &c., &c., relating to those times. 

The MSS. to which I have had access are : — 

1st. The family .papers now at Audley End, comprising : — 1. A 
collection of those relating to the American War, for the most 
part imperfect, but tolerably complete for the years 1780 and 1781. 
2. An almost entire series of papers connected with the first 
Indian administration of Lord OornwaUis, including upwards of 
two hundred confidential communications between the Governor- 
General and the Secret Committee, the Court of Directors, and 
Mr. Dnndas (none of the latter having ever before been pub- 
lished), and above a thousand private letters addressed to Lord 
Cornwallis. 3. The whole of the despatches written from Amiens, 
with- the exception of about the last ten, 4. Originals or drafts 
of letters written by or to the different members of the Eoyal 
Family. 5. Some miscellaneous papers of various dates. 
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2uclly. More than four liundi’ed letters written between the 
years 1782 and 1805 to my father, with whom Lord Cornwallis 
kept up the closest correspondence, broken only when they were 
in daily, or almost daily, intercourse. These contain his private 
sentiments, as communicated to an intimate friend, and are very 
interesting. 

3rdly. The papers at the India House, consisting of more tlian 
nine hundred volumes, freely placed at my disposal by the kindness 
of the Chairman and the Coiu’t of Directors ; and of the Secret 
Despatches, for the use of Avliich I have to thank Mr. Yeriion Smith, 
the President of the Board of Control. 

4thly. The documents in the State-Paper Office. Some belong 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies; others, perhaps the 
most material, relate to the Union, and to these no person had 
previously been allowed access. I am, therefore, under great 
obligations to the several Secretaries of State — Lords Clarendon, 
Paiimure, and J ohn Bussell, and Sir George Grey, under whose 
control these papers were — for permission to examine and copy 
the papers belonging to tlieii* resf>ective departments, either in the 
State-Paper Office or in DoAvning Street and Pall Mali. 

5thly. The jiapers preserved in Dublin Castle. To these I 
obtained um’estricted access through the kindness of the Earl of 
St. Germans, during his Lord- Lieutenancy. Though a large num- 
ber of valuable documents still exist, many have been irretrievably 
lost, owing to the neglect of former years ; but the whole collec- 
tion is now well arranged. 

Gtlily. Between forty and fifty MS. volumes in the library of 
the Boyal Institution, for the use of which I am indebted to the 
kindness of the secretary, the Eev. John Barlow. These volumes 
are part of Lord Dorchester’s papers, and contain many despatches 
relative to the American War, no copies of which* exist in the 
State-Paper Office. 

7thly. Private papers and letters in the possession of various 
individuals, who have most cordially granl.;.il im,- rii.r.'iiir'io:! (u 
examine and make use of them. To my i'..r si;.-ii 

favours I have only met with one refusal, and that from a quarter 
where I had every reason to anticij^ate a different answer. 
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Among tlie valuable sources of information thus freely opened 
to me I must mention the Spencer, Hardwicke, Sydney, and 
Melville papers. Many other collections have been as cordially 
submitted to my inspection, but upon ihvestigation it appeared 
that such documents as might have thrown additional light on 
the history of those times, and especially of the Union, had been 
purposely destroyed. For instance, after a search instituted at 
' Welbeck by the kindness of the Duke of Portland, it was ascer- 
tained that the late Duke had burnt all his father’s political papers 
from 1780 to Ins death. In like manner, the Chancellor Lord 
Clare, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Kmg, Sir Herbert Taylor, Sii- Edward ^ 

Littlehales, Mr. Marsden, the Knight of XeiTy, and indeed almost 
all the persons officially concerned in carrying the Union, appear 
to have destroyed the whole of their papers. Mr. Marsden, by 
whom many of the arrangements were concluded, left a MS. book 
containing invaluable details, which was burnt only a few years 
ago by its then possessor. The destruction of so many valuable 
documents respecting important transactions cannot but be re- 
garded as a serious loss to the political history of those times. ' 

Lord Hormanton, Lord Donoughmore, and a few others who had ^ • 

fortunately retained some original letters, &c., have kindly allowed 
me to make use of them. Lord Teignmouth, Sir Alexander 
Malet, and Mr. F. H. Eobinson have most obligingly sent me the 
papers of their respective fathers, relating of course to. the Indian 
portion of this w'ork. 

I have obtained much information from the British Museum, f 

where my researches have been most kindly and effectually aided 
by Mr. Jones, the Curator of Printed Books, and by every gentle- 
man in that establishment to whom I had occasion to apply. The 
Committee of the Athenmum have likewise been good enough to 
allow me access to a considerable collection of pamphlets, &c., 
referring to Lish affairs. 

In many cases I have applied to individuals for particulars 
respecting their own families or those of their friends, and I must 
bear testimony to tlie invariable kindness with -which such appli- 
cations have been received and answered, — often, I fear, at much 
trouble to my correspondents. Greater difficulty has naturally 
been experienced in regard to foreign families, but on this point 
my researches have been facilitated by the courtesy of the several 
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British. Ministers abroad, and by the assistance of the public 
authorities on the Continent, especially that of Count Buol, who 
has furnished me with various dates in reference to German 
families, which I had not been able to obtain from other quar- 
ters. I have also derived important assistance from Professor 
Wilson, who has examined the proof-sheets relating to ludia, and 
has kindly given me the benefit of his thorough knowledge of 
Indian affairs, &c. Mr. Prinsep, likewise, whose acquaintance with 
that country is most extensive, has, besides the official aid he could 
afford as a Director, given me many valuable suggestions. My 
researches among the papers in Dubhn Castle have been materially 
aided by Colonel Larcom, the Under-Secretary, and Sir Bernard 
Burke, who have also obtained for me information from other 
sources. But it would be impossible for me adequately to thank, 
or even to enumerate, all to whom I am indebted for the materials 
necessary to the completion of my work; and I must therefore 
content myself with a general but imperfect acknowledgment of 
them various services, earnestly entreating all who have in any 
way aided me, to believe that I most gratefully appreciate their 
courtesy and kindness. 

I cannot, however, conclude without spealdng of one, from 
whom I originally received encouragement to commence this 
work, by whose counsel and advice I have often profited during 
its progress, and for whose approbation I had hoped on the con- 
clusion of my labours; but this hope has unhappily not been 
realized. I allude to the late Lord^Braybrooke, whose death took 
place while these sheets were going through the press, and I shall, 
I am sure, be forgiven for taking tbis occasion to express my 
sincere regard and attachment for one with whom for upwards of 
thirty years I have been so nearly connected. 


London, Jidy, 1858. 
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Subsequently to printing the above, the Marquis of Laiisdowne 
discovered among the papers at Bo wood, some additional letters 
addressed to his father by Lord Cornwallis. These were immedi- 
ately offered to me, and for this, and many other acts of kindness, 
I have to return him my sincere thnnks. As the letters iu question 
could not be inserted in their proper jdaccs, they ha^ c bean printed 
together at the end of the 3rd volume. 
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ADDENDA ET COREIGENDA. 

VOLUME I. 


Pago Note Lino 

8 5 - ■ . The Prince de Soubize was married three times. His 2iid wife 

(Nov. 3, IT-ll) was Anne Theresa, dan. of Victor Amadeus, 
Prince de Oarignan. 

„ 0 . ~ r ■’7' . . • . . 

10 5 : I . . 

i . e 

^ • ■ 'I ■ .8 

been followed in similar cases tliroughmit tins work. In the 


13 

20 

23 


2U 

29 


32 


41 

49 


grantee had never used it. 

9 2 .. For “1785,” read “1735.” 

15 .. Lord Cornwallis had then only two uncles alive. Frederick, 
Archbishop of Canterbury (see next page), and his twin- 
brother Edward, a General, Colonel 24th Ecgt., and Governor 
of Nova Scotia from 1749 to 1752, and of Gibraltar from 
March, 17C2, till his death ; b. Feb. 22, 1713, d. Jan. 14, 177(J ; 
m. March 17, 1753, Mary, dau. of Charles, 2nd Viscoirat 
Townshend. M.P. for Eye, 1743 to April, 1749, and for 
We-Wrst--’- Jan. 17.53 t--. M. ’c’'. 1762. 

1 - .. i...:-.! I*!:- ; M.,:eli !. 1778. 

1 - ,. S r Wii'::;.; v:.< =, lVv\ C . -Mi..-. 

2 - . . Washington was born, not in England, but at Bridges Creek, 

Virginia. 

2 22 .. For “7i(s,” read “her." 

23 .. There were at one time 29 regular corps of Provincials ein- 
hodied, amounting to about 20,000 men. 

2 - Lord Effingham bad been Colonel 34th Begt., from Dec. 1754 

to Oct. 1760. 

3 - Beaumarchais was married three times: 1st, Nov. 22, 1756, 

Mario Madelaine Auherton, widow of M. Franquet; 2nd, 
April, 1768, Genevieve Madntaino Waterbleu, widow of M. 
I'Eveque; 3rd, a Swiss lady, Marie Tlierese Emilie Willer- 
malaz, 

2 - .. Obev. d’Estaing, b. Nov. 24, 1729; m. Feb. 13, 1746, Marie 

Sophio, dau. of Er’am'-h Cor-’t:- dr- C’.r.t. '.u TT: -.rr- d. IT-j 
had tbc n. dc (»i' A- .'■■■!. ■ ■p.-'i. :■■■:!; !-,> i .,i( i ri. i.i-'i;:::-!.ai. 
2 - .. Sir John Balling got a pension of 10007. on resigning his 

J:p:-;o=- h. ■ -.i M;. 

4 - .. Sir -b.i.;. D. vi- for Newport, Isle of Wight, from 
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Page Notn Line 


56 

3 

- .. 

For ‘^Pitfours,” read “ Pitfour.” 

76 

4 

- .. 

Colonel Wasliington was bom 1757. 

77 

2 

- .. 

Lord Graves was born 1725. 

128 

3 

- .. 

For “ Tellis" read “ TdlesP 

138 

1 

- .. 

For “ Conte,”- read “ Comte.” 


3 


For tlic note on M. de Viomenil, substitute ; ■ Cbnrbis .To^iib 
Hyacintlio du Houx, Marquis de Viomenil ; vnndo n iMui'-iui! 
of France, July 3, 1816 ; b. Aug. 22, 1734, d. March 5, 1827 ; 
in. April 28, 1772, Anne Margerite, dau. of Jacques David, 
Seigneur do Vangien and Oourcellos. He was tlie yoimger 
brother of Antoine Charles de Viomenil. 

14-1 


8 

For “ Lieut-Col.,” read “Major.” 

116 

1 

- 

For “ Sklneij,” read “ Sydney." 

117 

3 

" 

Mr. Wyvill inai-ried’ twice. His 2ud wife (about 1790), by whom 
alone he had issue, was Sarah, dau. of Codling, Esq. 

148 

1 

- 

For “ Ferrers,” read “ Ferrars.” 

150 

2 

- 

Mr. Knox’s name was Francis. 

157 

1 

8 

For “1780,” read “1784.” 

159 

3 

2 

Pur “ Townshend," read “ Sydney.” 

159 

8 

- 

Sir Eobert Sloper married a dau. of Ohief-Ju.stico Willcs. 

166 

7 

3 

For “ 1762,” read “ 1760.” 

167 

1 


hir. Dodd, not Colonel Yorke, was M.P. for Eeading. 

173 

_ 

35 

„ After “ render,” insert “ Mm.” 

186 

1 

_ 

The Commissioners had each a salary of 1500Z. a year. 

201 

1 

4 

For “ 1704,” read “ 1804.” The annexation Avas then com- 
pleted, but, as early as 1794, the French had taken possession 
of the country. 

216 

- 

31 . 

For “Chouth,” read “Cliout;” for “ payments,” vend, “payment.” 

229 

2 

- .. 

For “ Cliilpoor,” read “ CMtpoor.” 

258 

- 

13 .. 

. Sic in orig. 

261 

3 

- 

, Mr. Spranger was admitted of tbe Middle Temple, July 25, 
1761. 

262 

- 

1 

, The notes after * are numbered wrong ; the one on “ Lyte ” 
should bo and so on. 


8 

3 .. 

, For “Metliew” read “Mathew.” 

272 

2 


. Whitewe." •: -G ■ i F-.- 

1777—. : i. ■ i . V' . -i- ■ 

Wii.i ab.r,r-.-t imm-' diatr’y supersoded by the Governor-General. 

273 

1 

_ 

, For r , ■■ 


2 

Inst liu(j 

) For “ 1836,” read “ 1856.” 

276 

1 

_ . 

. Colonel Baillie Avas bom 1750, d. Sept. 10, 1780, unm. 

283 

1 

r • 

. Mr. Hay was latterly Member of the Supreme Council, and d. 
Jan. 1799 at the Cape of Good Hope. 

287 

1 

_ . 

. Lr-kiiif;’-: ?.iid u i. tor-k r.hico Dec. 1818. 

309 

_ 

15 . 

. 1 M.- of. Nov. ! i- o: .iii^-d’ 

316 

3 

- • 

. ■.■'1. I'.i ( j::..:i ii.d. ! 1 Is 2nd wife wus Madamo 

d’Harvclai. 

336 

4 

- . 

. Lord Leicester Avas Captain of the Gentlemen Pensioners from 
Dec. 1783 to Feb. 1790 ; Master of Ihc Mint, to Marcli, 179(.i ; 
and Postmaster-General from July, 1794, to Feb. 1799. 

343 


16 , 

. Dele “ Cornwallis, &c.” 

350 

1 


. Lord l... i-.Low=r- o] j; )-:cd :i - bill, Mmvl 17, 1788. 

364 

2 

4 . 

. IVir “ !'■■■. 1-2 1.' !'. ad “Maya, 1819. ' Mi:,- ILi.ghes had 

lacnori !-i Ort.s- vud'' ' C..(G i=A. ’ ^!n; is called his 

first Avife, but more probably aiie wao hia oucond. 
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Page 

Note 

Line 
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372 

2 


. Peter Murray m, Mss Tuting; Alexander ni. 1st, Pnincos, dau. 
of Major Pascall, and 2nd, Miss Hay. Another brother, 
Robert, m. Mrs. Murchison, sister of General Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, Bart., of Pairbum. 

390 

- 

5 . 

. Por “prevent,” read “promote.” 

401 

1 

" •' 

. For “June,” read “May” Mrs. Oaimes m. .afterwards Major- 
General Ouppage. 

406 

3 

" ■ 

. Lord Lotliian was made Colonel of the 4th Dragoons, 1798, and 

n 1 p,--. . .CIO 

410 

1 

- . 

. Pc- 

433 

1 

- . 

. Mr. Bankes was bom Jan. 17, 17.57, 

469 

1 

- . 

. Por “ Winehelsea,” read “ Winchilsea.” 

r>34 

- 

26 . 

. Por “moularies,” read “mmlaviee.” 

538 

- 

21 

. Por “ Ghmlca” read “ Gheriha.” 

OM 

- 

17 

. For “their,” read “the.” 

508 

- 

9 ,, 

. For “Mahajee,” read “Madajee.” 


(ILOSSAEY OF INDIAN TERMS. 


Abkarry, excise. 

Abwab, item, cess. 

Adawlut, court of justice. 

Adawlut, Dewanny Sudder, eliief civil 
court. 

Adawlut, Maal, court of revenue. 
Adaavlut-Nizamut Suddbk, chief criminal 
court. 

Altung-ha, a royal grant. 

Arrack, a strong spirit. 

AuRime, a factory. 

Batta, allowance to troops. 

Bazar, market. 

Becjah, a measure of land — one-third of an 


fiTTAn’, i! lauiling-placc, a iijomiiain-p.is.s. 

SlOHLI!, :l gold Ciiill, Villlii; ,'ibout 
thirty-two shillings. 

Gomesiita, an agent. 

Gunge or Gunj, a stoi’e-house, a mart, 
especially for grain, where a compulsory 
tax was often levied by the Zemindar, on 
whose land it rvas situated. 

Haut, a fair, a market. 

Hiruaruah, a masseuger, a spy. ^ 

Hustabood, rent-roll. 


.luMMA, total income or revenue. 

•T'. overrun with hushes, 


Binjarries, ail ilmeriuif dealer in grain. 
Bhaumin, one ot the rdigiou.'S ouL-r of the 
Hindus. 

Canongoe, village registrar. 

Gv'u, r. ’Vh.l'v- ■:-v p->-cva. 

Ca-:-:., a ‘i .■''■■■L-a' 
ri:DM-.. i V foil. 

Chunam, lime, mortar. 

Chout 1 a fourth of revenue imposed by 
Chouth/ the Mnrathas. 

Chowdry, same as Choudrie, 

CiROAR, a province, applied also to the chief 


KE.SAUS, lex talionis. 

Khalsa, exchequer, government treasure or 
land. 

Kiias, .'jineial, noble. 

I\iir.i,Ai;T, a drcs< ol‘ honour. 

Khist or Kist, revenue instalment, 
Killedar, commandant of a fort. 


Lascars, native sailors, tent-pitchers, &o. 
Loot, plunder. 


■ 'V'., ,! ■■■.. ..'.a teacher, a man 


Droog, a fort, a lull fort. 

DubasI!. a nalive lutorprolev. 
l>i'i;iiAii,‘ court, audioiicc. 
Dustuck, a custom-pass, a permit. 


Haip ” 1 deputy, a viceroy. 

Xa 1- ; .:y 

Xi i..- - -.1 ;■■ ■;■! a;; ■. 


Fetwah, dictum of a Aloliammedan law- 
oiBcer. 



Fussily (year), the haiwest year, minus the 
A.D. by 592 ; 1S58 = Fasti 1266. 


XVI 


GLOSSAEY OF INDIAN TEEMS, 


PaTWAN, an athlete. 

PHRGCTNN-Air, a province, division of a zola. 
Perwannah, a pass, a pissport. 


Pundit, a learned Brahmin. 

Pyke, a foot-soldier, or militia man. 

IvAJA or Bajaii, Hindu pi-ince. 

Patti vhryI transit duty, tax for 

Rhadary i P-'*®®' 

I port, 

!;,-pori r.e. ^ 

2s. 6d., now 2s. 

Rupee, Argot, Madras silver coin. 

Rupee, Sicca, Bengal .silver coin. 

Ryot, peasant, cultivator. 

Ryotwar, tax or revenue levied on actual 
cultivators. 

Sayer duties, miscellaneous duties and 
customs. 

Sepoy, native soldier. 

Siiaster, Hindu Seripture.s. 


Shias, Mohammedans holding the Khalifs 
E-Core A’; t”! ha v‘'’r’rrr=. 

Silver panams, small silver Madras coin. 

'■v'N.' M 1. ■! . ih- pre- 

SOUBAII, a province, a viceroyalty. 

Talook, an estate. 

Talookdar, holder of an estate. 

Tehsbeldar, native collector of revenue, 

Tehseeldary settlement, .settlement of 
a collectorate, 

Topazzes (Company of), n-itive troops, 
especially Portuguese and half-ca-stes. 

Yakeel, ambassador, agent. 

Yizier, minister. 

Zemindar, landholder. 

Zillah, a province, the jurisdiction of a 
superior judge. 

ZiMMi, one living und‘" • ■■ •'I 
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From the Records of the College at Arms, Wills, Registers, and other Authorities. 


Elizabeth, d. of Sir John Asbburnliam, of Aslibixmliam. 


THOMAS CORNWALLIS, Sheriff of London, 1378; oh. Jan. 4, 1384. 

From him descended in the 7th generation — 

FREDERICK, created a Baronet May 4, 1627, and Baron Cornwallis of Eye April 20, 1661, ob. Jan. 7, 1662. 


Charles, 2n(l Lord Cornwallis, ob. Aj)ril 13, 1677 y Margaret, d. of Thomas Playstcd, Esq., of Arlington. 

1st, Elizabeth, d. of Sir Stephen Fox, Bart, rrjp Charles, 3rd Lord Cornwallis, ob. April 29, 1698 = 2nd, Anne, Duchess of Buccleugh, and widow of James, Duke of k 
Charles, 4th Lord Cornwallis, ob. Jan. 19, 1722 =j= Lady Charlotte Butler, d. and sole heir of Richard, Earl of Arran. 

Charles, 5th Lord and 1st Earl Cornwallis, ob. June 23, 1762 =p Elizabeth, d. of Charles, 2nd Viscount Towmshend. 


CHARLES, 2nd Earl and =j= Jemima Tuleken, d. of 
1 st klARQurs Cornwallis, | Col. James Jones, 
ob. 6, 1805. 


Charles, 2nd and last =p Lady Louisa, d. of Alexander, 
4th Duke of Gordon, and 
coheir of George, 5th 
Duke of Gordon. 


James, Bishop of Lichfield and =p C?.i 
Coventry, b. Feb. 25, 1743 ; ob. • ( '• 
Jan. 20, 1824 ; Succeeded as 
4th Earl, Aug. 9, 1823. | 


vir-Aii;. .A.rsM:; 

Esq., of Linton. 


Henry, 

b. Sept. 10, 1740 ; 
ob. April, 1761. 


William, Aclmiral of the 
Red, b, Feb. 20, 1744 ; 
ob. July 5, 1819, unm. 


1 U I I 

Five 

daughters. 


Mary, b. June 28, = 
1769 ; ob. May 
26, 1857. 


: Mark Singleton, 
Esq. 


1st ux. Maria Isabella, =j= James, 6th Earl s= 2nd ux. Laura, 


d. of Francis Dickens, 
Esq. 


Cornwallis, 
b. Sept. 20, 1778; 
ob. May 21, 1852, 
when all the titles 
became extinct. 


d. of William. 
Hayes, Esq. 
3rd ux. Julia, 
d. of Thomas 
Bacon, Esq. 


HorIoe, 
b. Mar. 27, 1780, 
ob. Feb. 6, 1799, 
unm. 


Eliz.Jbbth, 
b. Mar. 5, 
1774; 
ob. Jan. 24, 
1813, 
unm. 


Jane =; 
b. Oct. 5, 
1798 ;ob. 
Sept. 23, 
1866. 

p Richard, Louisa, 

3rd Lord h. Feb. 24, 1801. 

[ Braybrooko, 
ob. March 

13, 1858. 

Jemima, = 
b, April 24, ^ 
1803 ; ob. 
July 2, 1850. 

= Edward 
Granville, 

3rd Earl of 

St. Germans. 

Mary, =p i 
b. Nov. 
17,1804. 





1 

1. Eiohard 

2. llliEABEL 4. Charles 6. Latimer 

, 7. Lucy 

8. Grey, b. 

1. Louisa 
Susan 


: Chaides 
Ross, 
Esq. 


Elizabeth, 
b. Jan. 16, 
1807. 


Henry and Frederick, 
died young. 


Cornwal- 
lis, now 
4th Lord 
Bray- 
brooke, b. 
March 17, 
1820. = 
Charlotte, 
d. of Hec- 
tor, 3rd 
Earl of 
Norbury. 

T 


1. a dau, 
stillborn, 

1854. 

2. Cathe- 
rine, b. 

Aug. 8, 

1855. 

3. a son, 
stillborn, 

1856. 

4. Mary Isabella, 
b. Jan 21, 1858. 


Jane, b. 
April 6, 
1821. 

3. Louisa 
Anne, b. 
July 18, 
1823, = 
Sir Henry 
Mervyn 
Vavasour, 
Bart. 

I 

1. Blanche, 
b. June 6, 
ob. July 
14, 1854. 

2. Con- 
stance, b. 
March 16, 
1856, 


Cornwal- 
lis, b. 
Aug. 29, 
1823, ==: 
Florence, 
d. of Corn- 
wallis, 3rd 
Viscount 
Hawarden. 

5. Henry 

Aldworth, 
b. Oct. 25, 
1824; 
killed at 
Inker- 
mann, 
Nov. 6, 
1854. 


b. April 
22, 1827. 
=:Lucy, 
d, of John 
Le Mar- 
cbant 
Thomas, 


' > 

1 . a son, 
b. and d. 
April 3, 

1854. 

2. Henry, 
b. July 11, 

1855. 

3. Grey, 
b, Dec, 4, 
1857. 


Georgina, 
b. Dec. 2, 
1828. =;= 

Hon. and 
Rev. Ar- 
thur Sa- 
vile. 

I 

Li ' 1 

1. Eliza- 
beth Jane, 
b. Sept. 28, 

1853. 

2. Mirabel 
Anne, b. 

Dec. 8, 

1854. 

3. Alethea 
Maude, h. 
Mar. 11, 

1856. 

4. Grey 
Henry, 

h. Peh. 23, 
1858, oh. 

Apr. 16, 1858. 


Oct. 15, 
1830, oh. 
Nov, 11, 
1854, of 
wounds re- 
ceived at 
Balaclava, 
Oct. 25, ■ 
1854. 


Cornwal- 
lis, h. Dec. 
17, 1825. 

= Hon. 
and Rev. 
Walter 
Ponsonhy. 

I I I I I I 

1. Edward, 
h. March 1, 
1851, 

2. Maria, h. 
June 4, 1852. 

3. CyrilWal- 
TEii, b. Sept. 
8, 1853. 

4. Granville, 
h. Sept. 13, 
1854. 

5. Arthur 
Cornwallis, 
b. Jan. 8, 1856. 

6. Ethel Je- 
mima, b. 

April 8, 1857. 


1. Louisa 
Isabella, 
h. Jan. 25, 
1826. 
James 
Whatman, 
Esq., M.P. 
West Kent: 


I Iri ' ' 

1. Mary 


J • I I I I I 

2. Edward John 
Cornwallis, 

Lord Eliot, 
h. Apr. 2, 1827. 

3. Granville 
Charles Corn- 
wallis, b. Sejit. 

9, 1828, killed 
at Inkermann, 

Nov. 5, 1854. 

4. William 
Gordon Corn- 
wallis, b, Dec. 

14, 1829. 

5. Ernest Corn- 
wallis, h. April 
28, 1831, oh. 

Jan. 16, 1832. 

6. Elizabeth 
Harriet, b. 

Aug. 24, 1833, 
ob. Mar. 16, 1835. 

7. Henry Corn- 
wallis, b. 

Feb. 11, 1835. 

8. Charles 
George Corn- 
wallis, b. Oct. 16, 1839. 


Eliza 
Cornwal- 
lis, b. Jan. 

19, 1852. 

2. Ellen 
Philippa 
Louisa, 

b. June 18, 

1854. 

3. Florence 
Emma Je- 
mima, b. 

Apr. 30, 

1867. 

4. Louisa Elizabeth, 
b. Aug. 24, 1868. 


2. Charles 
Cornwallis, 
b. Apr. 5, 
1827, killed 
before Sebas- 
topol, Aug. 
31, 1855. 

3. Alexander 
Henry, b. 
Oct. 21, 1829. 

4. MAry Je- 
mima, b. June 
10, 1833. 


Charles 
James, 
Viscount 
Bromc, 
b. Dec. 17, 
1813, ob. 
Dec. 27, 
1835, V. p. 
umu. 


Jemima, 
b. Jan. 25, 
1807, ob. 
Dec. 17, 
1836. 


: Charles 
Wykeham 
Martin, 
Esq., M.P., 
of Leeds 
Castle. 


Julia 
IMann, 
b. July 2, 
1844. 


Philip, Fiennes, Corn- Maria, 

b. Jan. 18, b. Nov. 1, wallis, b. July 

1829. 1831. b. June 10, 5,1836. 

1833. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

MARQUIS CORNWALLIS. 


CHAPTBE I. 

The Oomwallis family — Birth of Lord Brome — Enters the army — Goes to 

the Military Academy _ p s - ^,lnical life — Early 

service in Germany — ^ . to the earldom — 

Marriage — His conduct in Parliament — Opposes the .scheme .for taxing 
the American colonies — Attached by Junius — Embarks for America — 
Returns to England — Death of Lady Cornwallis — Resumes his command 
in America — li.G., and Governor-General of India — Master-General of the 
Ordnance — Again Governor-General — Lord-Lieutenant and Commander-in- 
Chief in Ireland — Negotiates the Peace of Amiens — A third time Governor- 
General — His death at Ghazepoor. 

The family of Corn-vvaUys, or Cornwaleys, for the name seems to 
have been spelt either way, was of some importance in Ireland in 
early times. ^ A younger son, Thomas, estabhshed liimself in London, 
and was Sheriff of the City in 1378. He bought considerable estates 
in Siiftbll?: ; and his son John added to them Brome, near Eye, 
which then became the princijpal family residence. Both Jolm and 
liis eldest son. Thorn" '. y.-pv" 1 the coimty in Parliament ; and 
several members of v. \ !■ -.v. on various occasions, an active 

part in public affairs. In 1553 Sir Thomas Cornwallis, 9th possessor 
of the estates, but only Gth iu descent from Thomas, was greatly 
instrumental in suppressing the insurrection of Sir Thomas Wyatt. 
For this service he was made a Privy Councillor and Treasurer of the 
Household ; ® but being a Eoman Oathohe, he was, on the accession 
of Queen Ehzabeth, deprived of liis office. His grandson Frederick, 
created a baronet May 4, 1627, distinguished himself in the Civil 

, 1 ITT -II TT . . , /-II • . ... rr. .. ,j._» _ jectruns thus: — “Who huilt Brome Hall? 

in hi ■ . . ■ ■ Sir Thoruas Cornwallis. How did he build 

-(5Ci_ ■ -it? B- -■■■.■"v-..- r.-il .N.” Another — “Sir 

i’:.. .i.. I !i;i. " Thor.-i’ v.i.i’.i :ri:;i ye for Calais? 

" . I i) ' ! of Calais, as .> ■ . . 5 ' ' ■ ■ _ ■ 

the go\ enrol m uiat town was called, and ' i ' i . ■. ■ ■ ■ 

was suspectel o" : ’ ■ Cviv.;. : his post. ■ ' ■ 

One of the . v.-v:?; nn this sub- i . ■■ ■ . ■ ■. . . 
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LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. I. 


s ill .'iij'i'Oi'f of Okiiies 1. ; and followed liis royal master, 
(Jiiii-'li- i i I lie Continent. If, as has been stntorl, hi- r,ropr'’ty 
was sequestrated, it was restored to him on his I'imim 

At all events, the estate of Cnlford was not confiscated, as it was the 
property of Ms mother, Jane Lady Cornwallis,^ to whom it had been 
left by her second husband. Sir Nathaniel Bacon. On Ms mother’s 
death, Sh Erederick removed from Brome to Cnlford HaU, near Bury 
St. Edmunds, wMch then became the usual abode of the family. 

Sh Frederick was created Baron CornwaUis of Eye, April 20, 1661. 
His grandson Charles, third lord, who figures in the Memoirs of 
Grrammont as “le beau Cornwallis,” married, first, Dec. 27, 1673, 
Elizabeth, daughter, and after her brother’s death sole child, of Sir 
Stephen Fox by Ms first "wife. It has been always understood in the 
family, Unit Sir Stepben had intended to leave Ms large fortune to 
his (linighiorov her (hildrm ; but she predeceased Mm, and he, behig 
offended nt some neglect on the part of her husband, at the advanced 
age of seventy-six took a second wife, Olnistiana, daughter of the 
Kev. Charles Hope, by whom he had two daughters and two sons, 
the latter, ancestors respectively of the Earls of Ilchester and of the 
Lords Holland, who inherited his estates. Like Ms father-in-law. 
Lord Cornwallis also married a second time, May 16, 1688, Anne 
Scott, Duchess of Monmouth and Buecleugh, by whom he had 
several childi’en, who all died s. p. ; but the Duchess left descendants 
by her first husband, James Duke of Monmouth.® 

In the reign of William III. Lord Cornwalhs was made Lord- 
Lieutenant of Suffolk, and First Lord of the Admnalty. His son 
Charles, fourth lord, after serving for several years in Flanders, was 
.J"' 1 '■ ! 1. ■■’-I.’ • '‘Ih county, and successively Post- 

■ ■! ■ ■ Forces. 

Charles, fifth lord, was Cliief Justice in Eyre south of Trent, and 
afterwards Constable of the Tower. He married, in 1722, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles, second Viscoimt Townshend, brother-in-law, and 
for many years colleague, of Sir Eobert Walpole. 


^ She ms dan. of Hercules Meautys, b. 
1580, d. May 8, 1-659; m. 1st, 1608, Sir 
William Cornwallis, K.B., then a widower, 
who was knighted in Dublin Aug. 5, 1599, 


grave. Premier Baronet, 

2 The Dukedom of Monmouth and the 
other English titles were foi-feited by the 
attainder of the Duke, but the Dukedom of 
‘.'-y p -.' ':q. . 


therefore descended to her grandson, the an- 
cestor of the present Duke of Buecleugh. 
In 1743 the ’ :■ i. 

Earldom of D- : ■ ;■ . • : ■■ ■; ■; 


is this Duchess of Buecleugh before 
' ' . o^cs the “ La-it 
" but the clia- 

meant to represent 
4th Duke. 


Chap. I. 


LOED BEOMB ENTEBS THE AEMY. 


3 


He was made Earl Cornwallis and Yiscount Brome, June 30, 
1753; and died June, 23, 1762, haTing had four sons and five 
daughters, of whom three sons and three daughters smwived him . 

His sixth clnld, but eldest son, Yiscount Brome, of whose public 
life these pages are desienod to prr'=:r\-e a record, was born in 
Grrosvenor S^iare, -Dec. 3ii, 1-aptized at St. George’s, 

Hanover Square, Jan. 15, 173-|. Lord Brome went at an early age 
to Eton. The exact year has not been ascertained ; but in an old 
Eton School list of Aug. 26, 1754, his name stands foiu’th among 
the Otli form Oirpidnu-. Dining his Eton career he received, while 
playing id' li!)(iv(:y. ;i ln'o-u on the eye, o dight but 
permanent obliquity of vision. The ‘■\ ■.•'.» . caused 

this injiuy was Shute Barrington, afterwards the liighly esteemed 
Bishop of Diu’ham.^ Many biographical dictionaries state, that on 
leaving Eton, Lord Brome was entered at St. Jolm’s College, Cam- 
bridge; but the Eev. Dr. Tatham, the late Master, who, at the 
request of the editor, kindly searched the college books, ascertained* 
that his name does not appear in them. 

Before he attained the age of eighteen Lord Brome had chosen 
the army as his profession. His fii*st commission, as ensign m the 
Fu'st Guards, now the Grenadiers, bears date Dec. 8, 1756. 

His other commissions were — 


A.D.O. to Lord Granby 

Captain. 86th Foot \\ 

Liont. -Colonel 12th Foot May 1, rvbr. 

A.D.O. to the King .. .. August 2, 1766. 

Colonel 33rd Eegiment March 21, 1766. 

Constable of the Tower December 8, 1770. 

1784.) 

ILajor-General - September 29, 1775. 

Lieut.-General in America January 1, 1776. 

Lient.-General Aiigust 29, 1777. 

Ee-axipointed Constable of the Tower.. Kor. 16, 1784. 

General .. .. October 12, 1793. 

Master-General of the Ordnance .. .. February 13, 1795. 

1801.) 

Lord CornwaUis was, besides, 


• w regiment raised 


(Eesigned Feb. 10, 


(Resigned June 16, 


Commander-in-Chief in India from September 12, 1786, to October 28, 1793. 

n ‘%jr 1 o/Ni. a-j 

” ■ ■ . ■ . i . ... a: r;, .8oi. 


■ IT ' U" .Trlr. 1^ 


Juiw 20, 1770, .Tfino, <hv. of Sir John 
rnnVfc. Bai-t. W W T 'i.ir.f ■ f", 


Od. 4, J7G9; ^ 1 

178'2, ami to nurliani .luly, 1791. 
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Anxious to fit himself for the profession he had adopted, he 
a j. 1 f-'i- Ir'pvo to go to some foreign academy, where alone it was 
lilt’:! io acquhe military knowledge. The following reply 

fiv.m Ihc Ihilo'; of Cumberland, 1 then Captain-General, is copied 
pmotatim from the original : — 

My LoED CoENWALLIS Dunken-an, July ye 1st 1757. 

I had not time before to answer yom’ letter concerning Lord 
Broome I have no doubt but the IQng will immediately permit him 
to go abroad wMch is if properly attended to very usefull to oiu* 
young country men tlio’ I must do Ld. Broome the justice to say 
he has less of om- home education than most young men if you 
will desire the Secretary of Warr to get His Majesty’s hcence it will 
be done immediately. 

I remain your very affectionate friend 

William 

The desired permission having been obtained. Lord Broine left 
England, and, accompanied by a Prussian officer, Capitaiiie de Roguin, 
travelled for some time on the Continent, before estabhsliiug himself 
at Tmm, where he was entered at the Military Academy, then held 
in high estimation. 

The following letter from M. de Bognin to Lord Cornwalhs gives 
an mterestiug description of the manner and mode of academical hfe 
at that period ; — 

To THE Rt. Hokt. Earl Cornwallis, in Hill Street, Berkeley 
Square, Londres. 

MiLLOED, ■ Turin, le JanvL 1758. 

J’eus L’honnem’ de vous escrfre conjointement avec Millord 
il y a quelques jours p’’ vous ii]‘-rr-r.dro n.-iii-o TTour.-'U-o arivee icy et 
le dessein dans lequ’el il etoit d'entrer a Lacademie ce que nous 
n’avons : ■ ;■! i " ■ . ■■ ■■ avoir ete presente auEoy® 

eta Tom ■■ i* -.i' ■ li ; : ' ■ ■ ■ id toujours qiielque terns a 

cause du Ceremoniel. Miiiord come fils de Pair d’Angleterre a eu 
audience de S. dans son cabinet ce qui ne se pratique pas pour 
d’autres il en a 6te acceuilli tres gracieusement de meme que de L. A. 
j>iie3 pi'inces ct Prill co-ssos qui out aiissi eu la bonte de se souvenh' de 
moy come d’un aucien officier cy. dev*- au service du Boy. 

* William Duke of Cumberland, son of tine Jeanne, dau. of Ei’nest, Landgrave of 
George II,, b. April 15, 1721, d, Oct, 31,- Hesse Eheinfels; 3rd, April 1, 1737, Eliza- 
^ ^ Therese, dau, of Leopold, Due de Lo- 

" Cl :'.i! -An",' ’ ITT., V- Sai’dinia, i-aine. He assumed tl ■ - — ' 

b. .'v -..'r, = i'.. , I i ; m, 1st, .• ... 

Feb. 10, 1722, Anne Cluistine, dau. of the ' , 

Due de Neubourg ; 2nd, July 2, 1724, Glnis- 


Chap. I. ACADEMICAL LIFE AT TURIN. 5 

Nous fimes notre entree k Lacademie le 20«‘® de ce mois 
J’etois un ancienue coiinoissance du Clievallier de Ville gouveriieiu* 
de Lacademie, avec lequel j’avois ete fait prisonier la guerre passce 
et je conoissois beaucoup le CbevaDier de Maltlie M. de Cravette 
le sous Gouverueur avec lequel j’avais ete de guarnison ; ces 
se sont empresses de farre nuUes politesses k Millord et I’ou asseur6 
qu’ils cliercberoient touttes les occasions de Lobliger. 

Lacademie est sur un fort bon Pied. Le Eoy ne veut pas 
permettre qu’il si comette le moindre desordre et les academiciens 
sont obliges de se trouver aux Exercices. Le logem* y est passable 
la Table y est fort bomie et Ton mange tons ensemble avec le Gouver- 
neur et sous Gouverueur avec beaucouj) d’ordre et de descence. L’on 
dine k Midy et un quart cepand* avec apetit a cause des exercices. 

a 7 heures du matin il y a saUe de dance publique. 

k 8 beures Millord a son maitre de Langue Allemande. 

k 9 lieures le manege tons les joins excepte le Jeudy : il dui’e 
jusques a 11 bemes. 

k 11 beures Maitre d’Armes particul®'' p'' MiUord. 

^ 3 bemes apres midy, Maitre de Matbematiques et Eortiftca- 
tions particuOier. 

^ 5 bem’es Lecons de dances particuUieres. 

Ensuitte - ."A . •. ■c-'t i. L’Opera, et le souper. 

Le Jeudj i i'' ■■ Ton va la corn- ; les autres jours les 

Academiciens ne sortent point le mattin pouvant venn k Table en 
desabilbe. 

Nous serons obbg4 de payer come tons les autres les premiers 6 
mois de Pansion p’^ Table Logem* Manege et les maitres ; mais avec 
cette Eeserve que si nous ny iinissons pas le terns, L’on nous en tien 
conte une autre fois a notre Eetour sans payer de nouveau. Je vous 
enveray Millord copie du conte detaiUe que Ton me remettra. 

L’Ecuyer du Manege k ^te fort content de Mibord de meme que 
le Maitre de Dance qui le trouve en etat de dancer k la Com. Es 
esperent Tun et lautre qu’il fera beaucoup de progres dans peu 
veil ses bonnes dispositions. J’espere qu’il en fera de m^me p’’ les 
autres maitres mais il seroit a soubetter p’^ L’avantage et le bien de 
Millord qu’il j)uisse fane un certain sejour icy et cela dependra 
beaucoup des lettres que luy escrba le Colonel Boyd,^ qui est aupres 
de S. A. S. le Due Ferdinand^ a L’armee qu’il a piie de Tmformer 

1 CoIom’. ’ ''' ■"obei-t son of Ferdinand Duke ofSi-unswick, b. Jan. 

Boyd, K.I.. .. 'lally 11,1721, d. JuU .1,179-2, the yery day on 

rose from • . . ■. .He which his rjqiia-w (tbi; ivicinir.g Duke) left 

was secoiK , ■ ■ tnder Bnmswick to take the commuiid of the amy 

Lord Heathfield. destined for the invasion of France. 

• 2 Pruice Ferdinand of Brunswick, a younger 
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cles raouvemts de Tarmee lorsqu’elle se remettra en campagne Je 
voTis clis CGoy en eonfidence prendre vos mesures consequen- 
ment de meme qne lidee on sont les Colonels Dui-and, et Boyd qiii 
m’ent ont parle qn’il seroit ^ sonlietter queMillord fnt place la cain- 
pagne Prochaiiie aillenrs qn’anpres de MiUord Gremby/ par ce qiie 
c’est nne bonr-'’- -rx-'X'. ■-'x qn'^ t'^i^+te antre 

ail sed et an ' ^ ' ' |)remie 

nn pen trop cette bonne Habitude et qne cela ne pensse nnire d la 
sante de Midord qni avoit deja pris qn’il y etoit quelqnes petits 
saignem*® de nes qni n’ont pas en de suitte ce qn’il avoit deffendu a 
son doinestiqne de me dire et dont je Fay bien gi’ond4. 

J’ay pris la Liberty de dire amicaJlemt tout cecy d Midord come 
amis d a pris fort bien la ckose et est convenii qne j’avois raison. 
J’ay crd de mon devoir et en conscience etre obdgd de vous clomier 
part de tout cecy cepend*' sons le scean du secret grace qne j’espere 
qne vons ne me refaseres pas veu les consequences, et ne m’en feres 
pas mc!i(;on v.,s 1Glrr> q;;.; \v h\\ nioiiliv toiit!- s. Midord so 
porte a ;ii!.v,vvi.;iilv icy moao miic- \ (\>-< jtiii' cr des plus sages 

ce one- lb”'- -.‘i;...! ii-ii.: ii-.: .-‘•■cdvCiiici- c i > .siri~ di'.iiiiciimi. 

M ■!: , \... -.tons les joins joner an Pharaon sans 

qu’d nous preime k Tim et a Lantre la moindre envie de joner. II 
^ meme de Laversion pom* le Jen excepte qnelque petitte partie de 
comerce qii’d fait quand L’occasion s’en presente par complaisance 
p’^ les dames. Midord a recn aujoincdiuy nne lettre du 27® dii 
pass6 de Mdlady qu’d assenre conjointement avec vons de meme 
qne moy de ses obeissances tres Humbles sans onblier le reste de 
La faindle. La lettre de M'' son frere luy a fait bien plaisir Nons 
attendons avec impatience d’en avoir des votres bientot. J’ay riion- 
nom’ d’etre tres respectueusemt 

Votre tres bumble et tres obeissant et devoue serviteui-, 

H. G. De Eoguie, Capitaiiie. 

Malgre tonttes les raisons qne j’ay en L’lioid de vons dire si 
Midord Grenby nome MiUord son aide de camp effectif en cas qn’d 
fnt L Getf je ne sais coment d ponroit le refuser veu tonttes les 
marques d’attacbmt de bont^ et d’amitid qu’d a en p*' luy.^ 

On leavmg Turin, Lord Brome and bis companion visited several 
of the German courts, on tben* way to Geneva, where tliey received 

■' ■■■• ■' '• ■_ ■- “ me leumi' is writceu, iw wiu ue seen, in 

j ” ' i’. ''■■■■.- indiffer'eat French, and the spelling is very 

■ - 'I"- 1-i- .■ antiijuatsi. One or two words are illegible. 
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intelligenc© that a British army was collecting in Germany. Lord 
Brome at once determined to join the army, without, waitmg for 
orders, or even asldng for leave. The following letter gives a short 
account of his proceedings on this occasion. 


ViscouHT Brome to Thomas Townshend, Esq.* 

Dear ThOMMY, Dulmen Gamp, 2 Sept, 2, 1758. 

I received yom-s yesterday, and am very glad to hear that 
the Fondroyant ® and Orphee are taken. If yon can contrive any 
method of sending yoiir letters, so that they should not be quite four 
months on the road, I think we cannot do better than agree on a 
correspondence. As an account of myself wiU be much more extra- 
ordinary than any news I can send you, I shall give it you first. 
Our voyage began very prosperously ; and having passed through 
many of the German courts, and very often talked over the battle 
of Campo Santo, and the exceEent disciphne of the “ Eeg. de feu 
moil oncle,” we arrived at Geneva. I there first heard of the expe- 
dition ; and when I saw that the Guards were ordered, T irM;v!efli;>li -l y 
ordered the horses, U — d Switzerland for having no po.'i.'' liiroEgli iv. 
and made the best of my way to the Isle of Wight. At Cologne 
I found I was too late. Only imagine having set out ivithout leave, 
come two hundred leagues, and my regiment gone without me ! I 
wrote immediately to my father, and represented all this in tho 
strongest light, and told him that, if he did not find out some service 
for me, I could never expect any promotion as long as I stayed in the 
army. The express orders of the King, and, as I then thought. 
Prince Ferduiand’s resolution not to take any (volunteers), gave me 
but little encouragement. I resolved however to try, and was re- 
ceived in the kindest manner. I had been here about six weeks as 
a volunteer when the English joined us, and have since that been 
appointed aide-de-camp to your ftiend Granby. 

I beg when Harry ® comes home, covered with laurels and the 


^ Thomas, eldest son of the Hon. Thomas 
Townshend, created Lord Sydney March 6, 
“r "'. . ’ . T- , ^ 9, 1789; b. 

, ■ ; m. May 19, 

'll; Coheir of Richard 
■ . M.P. for Wlrit- 

till he became a 
Peer; a Lord of the Treasury from July, 
17 .17 '7; P'. • -O ■ . I . 


of 64 gu . • ' r ’ 

squadron . ' 

mouth ’ ■ ■ 

force, belonging to Admiral Osborne's fleet. 

* A town in the duchy of Modena. A 



3 The ‘ Poudroyant,’ of 80, and ‘ Orphee/ 
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spoils of Clierbiu'g,^ you will assure kmi of my sincere joy at liis 
succeeding Jlardinge, as I have never known where to find liim 
since I have heard of it. It is a thing I have long thought of and 
wished for. You will expect to hear something fi’om us. Our main 
army is encamped near Dnlmen. The Hereditary Prince ® is with 
an advanced corps at Haltem.® The French are encamped in several 
separate bodies on the other side the Lippe ; and though om’ posts 
are wit hin thuty yards of theirs, I don’t think we shall be able yet 
to attack them, as the Lippe is not fordable in many places. Granby 
is very weU, and gives his compliments to you. I beg mine to 
Mr. To'wnshend ^ and all other friends. 

' I am most sincerely, and affectionately yours, 

Beome. 


Lord Brome continued for some time on Lord Granby’s staff, and 
was of com’se present at the various actions, including Mindeii, in 
wliich his general was engaged. But he returned to England on 
being promoted into the 85th regiment, and does not appear to 
have gone back to Germany till June 2G, 1761, when he went to 
take the command of the 12th regiment, as lieut.-colonel. A very 
few days after Ms joining the army, the French, under the Prince 
de Soubise® and the hLircchnl de Broglie,® di*ove m the British 
outposts near Kirch Donkern.'^ On the 15th of July Lord Brome 
was ordered to support the pickets ; and on that and the ensuing 
day a severe action took place, wliich terminated in the total defeat 
of the French, whose loss was estimated at 6000 men, besides 6 
pah of colours and 12 guns. The casualties of the allies W'ere 


1 Cherburg was faiken on the 8tli of 
August. 

2 Nephew of Prince Ferdinand, and son of 



1792. No - 

’ ' > • • •' ampaign, 

’ ! ■ ■ -.20 miles 

trom Munster, near tlie Lippe, a river which 
falls into the Rhine above Wesel. 

* Hon. Thomas Townshend, 2nd son of 
Charles 2nd Y: ■.<■,■ ( T- d 1. 

ofElizaheth, v.' I- i-; (■ 

Wallis; h. .Tr.aii 2 , IV. I, I. V--. -jj. 17;, . 
m. May 2,- iubinia, uau! of Colonel 
Selwyn of Matson, to whose estates she be- 
came sole heir on tlie death of her brother, 


the well-known George Selwj'n; M.P. for 
Winchelsea 1722 to 1728, and then for Cam- 

. 0,1715, 

. . . , 1734, 

■■ ; ■ . Cham- 

hellan. de France; 2nd, Dec. 24, 1745, I’rin- 
cesse Christine de Hesse Rheinfels. The 



Marshal at the early age of 42. He was re- 
called and disgraced in consequence of the 
lo-:? of this aidio!!. 

' ICrcdi I)o;:k{=i-ii, a village near Veiling- 
hausen, about 7 miles N.W. of Soest. 
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301 killed, 1011 wounded, and 192 missing. Tlie 12tli, wliicli was 
mucli distingnislied, lost 1 officer and 20 rank and file killed, 
1 officer and 50 rank and file wounded, and 27 rank and file 
missing. Tkis regiment was during tke remainder of the cam- 
paign repeatedly engaged in minor actions in Hesse and the 
bishopric of Paderborn, until it went into winter quarters in the 
bishopric of Osnaburgh. 

Early in 1762 the British army again took the field. On the 
24th June they surprised the Erench at Groebenstein,^ and crossed 
the Dymel ® at Leibenau.^ The enemy retreated towards Cassel ; 
but one division, which had been left m the woods of Williehnstadt, 
wns nearly annihilated. In this affi-i^-. +> 1 2tb "'.''r" vr r- c" '1 . 
and also in another on the 23rd c •'•I I \. ■ !■■■, k ' ■ 

under Prmce Zavier of Saxony,^ .'V . ■’ ■ ;■ ; .-..j i:: 

guns. They subsequently formed part of the corps which acted on 
the Olni and the Lalm,® and was afterwards employed in covering the 
siege of Cassel. 

Dm’hig this time Lord Brome, who came of age Dec. 31, 1759, 
was, in Jan. 1760, elected member for Eye, Col. Hemy To-vvns- 
hend having vacated the seat. He continued to represent that 
borough until he succeeded to the earldom, June 23, 1762 ; 
and in the November following he took his seat in the House of 
Lords. 

It does not ajppear that Lord Cornwallis returned to Germany, 
where the British army had ceased to carry on active operations, 
but he continued to perform his military duties at home. He 
retained the command of the 12th till August, 1765 (when he was 
appointed Aide-de-Camp to the King), and generally accompanied 
his regiment in their country p -vi^'ch he followed 

after he was made ( i!.-- [■ D;;.-..' . 17.-.:. He was in 

Scotland in 1765, then at Derby, Gloucester, and other places in 
England, once at Gibraltar, and once in Dublin. On the 14th of 
July, 1768, he married Jemima"^ TuUikens, daughter of Colonel 

^ A village about 4 miles N. of Wilhelm- 
stadt, which is 8 miles to the N. of Cassel, the 
capital of Hesse. 

“ A river which rises in Waldeck, passes 
liy Warburg, and falls into the Wesel at 
Kiirlsliafcn in 1 1'osso Cassel. 

^ A tow:- IT- C:..-. .1, .1 an 

island in i.- i d ■ r: :!-.-! W. 

v.-'C..!!" 

i’.-= a -.- r -i- S A:.:". J-o. 1 T i h 


pn Piegeiit 

’ ibn- ; of Got- 

■; -■ S.--'.'..". 0 on tlie 

banks of the Oder, 

fi Tw~. Hp=pe. The T.abn 



d, Feb. 13, 1779. 
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James Jones J By lier lie Bad two childi-en, Mary/ and Charles 
Viscount’' Brome. 

Lord Cornwallis did not for several years take any active part in 
politics ; but he seems to have voted usually in the House of Lords 
with Lords Shelburne^ and Temple/ and the only protest he ever 
signed, was one drawn up by the latter Nov. 29, 1763, against 
agreeing to a resolution brought up from the House of Commons, 
“ That the privilege of Parliament does not extend to cases of sedi- 
tious libel.” ® In the same year he strongly opposed the Cyder and 
PeiTy Bill,’ which had given rise to violent discussions. 

On the change of Government in 1765, Lord CornwalKs was 
made a Lord of the Bedchamber,® and on Nov. 8 following, he 
officiated as assistant to the Duke of Grafton,® chief mourner at 
the funeral of the Duke of Cumberland, who died on the 81st of 
October. Prom Dec. 23, 1766 to Peb. 19, 1769, he was Chief 
Justice in Eyre South of Trent, and Vice-Treasurer of Ireland^® 
from Peb. 27, 1769 to May 5, 1771. 


^ Captain and Lieut.-Colonel 3rd Foot 
Guards, d. atiout 1758. His mother was a 
dau. of General Tnllekens, a Dutch officer, 


' ^ 1 1 ( " " ’:.i; TC.C..’ 

rf.-,on.r.]u ; r,,!,, 177P’. ■'^.ouisa, dau. 

■ .''-I ■ . J-: .'. ‘I' I Jn early 

life he was in the Guards, and served under 

.,1 i., ,r. . . Pi-esi-' 

Sept. 1763 ; Secretary ’ ' .V 

Nor. 1768, and again ■ 

17 HO npn] Inft n. ...« I 


Wilkes (then protected by Lord Temple), 
v.-hr-, -I f ■ ,■ seditious libel, 

! '• I ; 1 ■ ' ; , . The protest 

was signed by 17 peers. 

7 ■ ' ' ' , o 

the ; , Lords 

F T ,■ '.■i,-. The numbers wore 

8! : ■! „ irst instance of the 

peers dividing against a money bill. 

® It is not known how long Lord Corn- 
wallis held this office, as tlie 2 ')apers of the 


those 

In the • !■• • ;■ 


Dec. 1766. 


then not gazetted. 
y." ■’ of 1765 he is said 
'■ F lieved he held 
i" y not beyond 


m. Jst, Jan. 29, 1756, Anne, dau. and sole 
heir of Henry, only Lord Kavensworth of 


town ov coiiatT Or ih.ii-kiiigham from Jan. 
17:;-), lil] j;c became a ic.vr. Oct. 6, 1752. 

' liiis jcsolut'.Li! \\:is directed against 
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CHAr. I. OPPOSES TAXATION OP AMERICAN COLONIES. 


11 


The scheme of taxing the American colonies was one to which 
Lord Cornwallis was strongly opposed, and against which, notwith- 
standing the offices he held, he nniformly voted. The early mea- 
sures proposed by Mr. Grenville ^ had passed with little difficulty — 
in the House of Lords without even a division ; but when Lord 
Eockingham® proposed to rei^eal the Stamp Duties, the friends of 
the preceding Ministry offered a strenuous resistance, although in 
order to maintain the principle of English Supremacy he intro- 
duced the well known Declaratory Bill. Considering the im- 
portance of the subject, the speed with which this Bill passed 
, through the House of Commons is very remarkable, khr. Pitt,^ 
indeed, though professing himself not satisfied with it, waived all 
opi^osition. Eight days sufficed for the different stages : the reso- 
lution on which the Bill was founded was reported Eeb. 24:, 176G, 
and it was passed March 4. In the House of Lords its progress 
was quite as rapid, being read a first time on the 5th of March, 
and a third time on the 13th. The number of Peers present on 
every stage (among whom Lord Cornwallis was always found) was 
very large — from 97 to 136.^ 

Lord Cornwallis was also t .-.--y --^her question 

connected with America, such theBostoli 

Port Bill, &c. : against these he iwobably divided ; but as no 
lists have been preserved, individual votes cannot be positively 
ascertained. 

Jn contemporary memoirs, Lord Cornwallis is seldom mentioned, 
and even in the gossip of Horace Walpole, his name occurs but 
once or twice. He was, however, the subject of the foEowing 

ville. Created Earl of Chatham July 30, 
1766. He r- -"^ces of 

Vice-Treasc ■ ' . . .-Geiie- 

ral, Secretai, '■ ■ - when 


a peer. 

4 Lord Camdon had taken a division, Fob. 
10, against the resolu-l ion asserting t’na right 
of taxation, ilc ^vas suiiported only hy I.ord 
Cornwallis and tisroe olher I’oers, said hy 
Lord Mahon to hare been Lords Slielbunie, 
Ponlett, and Torn'ngton. In the ‘ Gentle- 
man’s -dagazhie’ of] 781 (p. l.ord Tan- 
kervil'.e’s name is snb.stilntiid i'or that of 
Lord Po'.iiC-tt: but this is ei-roiieoiis, 

as it appears from the .lonrinds that I.oid 
Tankerville was not present that night. 


Elizabeth, dan. of Sir William Wyndham, 
Bart, During a long political life he held 


July, 1705, to Aug. 1760, and again from 
V: -‘yop. '='1 . 0 .-. fh'lc-ving July. 

!7 a'.;. 'V'’’’ 
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violent pliilippic from Junius, in a letter dated Marcli 5, 1770, 
signed “ Bomitian,” one of Ids numerous pseudonymes : — “ My 
sincere compassion for Lord Cornwallis arises not so mucli jfrom Bis 
quality, as from Ids time of life. A young man by bis spbited 
conduct may atone for tbe deficiencies of bis understanding. 
Where was tbe memory of this noble Lord, or wbat land of in- 
tellect must be possess, when be resigns bis place, yet continues in 
tbe support of administration, makes a parade of attenduig Lord 
North’s levee, ^ and pays a pubbc homage to the Deputy of Lord 
Bute ? ^ Wliere is now Ids attachment, where are now bis profes- 
sions to Lord Cliatbam, his zeal for the WMg interest of England, 
and bis detestation of Lord Bute, the Bedfords, and the Tories ? 
Since tbe time at which these were the only topics of his conver- 
sation, I presume be has shifted his compony ns ^vell as his opi- 
nions. Will be tell the world to wJd--li <.-l‘ id- iinclcs or to what 
friend — ^to PhiLLipson,® or a Tory Lord — ^he owes tbe advice which 
has directed bis conduct? I 'will not press 1dm further. The 
young man has taken a wise resolution at last, for he is retiring 
into a voluntary banishment in hopes of recovering tbe ruin of bis 
reputation.” 

It is impossible to explain this letter. Lord Cornwallis was at 
that time Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, and continued to bold the 
office for another year. Nor is there the slightest trace of his ever 
having entertained the idea of ‘‘ voluntary banishment” from the 
world, or even horn pubhc life. In fact, he was present in the 
House of Lords as frequently as in former years, though his absence 
from London on account of regimental duties, interfered with a 
regular attendance in Parliament. But it is equally difficult to 
understand Avhy he was allowed to retain office, when all bis votes 
on American questions were adverse to the well-known wishes of 
the King. Not only did he hold a chdl office of considerable emo- 
lument, but in Dec. 1770 he was made Constable of the Tower, a 

25, 1713, d. March 10, 1792; m. Aug. 24, 
1736, Mary, ,!• h ,::- Edward 

Wortley Mon :-.-..'. V. < : ■. Secre- 

tary of State '.V.-' • '-'.v ■ ■ , ! : 'i' to May, 
1762, and then First Lord of tlie Treasury 
to Ap“’. ■'7'’®. 


Aug. ... I 
12, • . . . ■ . ■ 

1756, (laii. arm mimv oi ueorge Speke, 
Esq., of W lute I.ackine[toi!. A Lord of the 
Treasury June, 1759, to July, 1765; then 
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military appointment to wLicli at tliat time neitlier liis rank in tire 
army, nor Ms services in tke field, gave Mm any strong claim. 

Wlien tlie war witli America M’oke out, Lord Cornwallis was 
ordered to take tlie command of one division of tlie Britisli army, 
and, notwithstanding Ms opinions of the injustice of that war, he 
considered that as a military man, he could not decline any em- 
ployment offered to Mm. One great man took a different line. 
When Lord Pitt ^ returned in 1766 from Canada, where he had been 
.Aide-de-Camp to Sn- Guy Carleton,® Lord Chatham compelled him 
to resign Ms commission (an example which was followed by a few 
others®), and he did not permit him to re-enter the army till 1778, 
when France had declared war against England. 

The same sense of duty which made Lord Cornwallis disregard 
Ms own political views, overcame Ms reluctance to quit Ms family, 
and he embarked Feb. 10, 1776, for America, with the local 
rank of Lieut.-General. It was rumoured at the time, that Lady 
Cornw’^allis, who was strongly averse to Ms going on active service, 
prevailed upon his uncle, the Archbishop of Canterbury,^ to request 
-the King to allow Lord Cornwallis to relinqmsh 1:'= : 

but that the latter, though the leave was given, \ i'v ■! - 

din ed to avail himself of the permission. He retmmed to England 
in Jan. 1778, but sailed again from St. Helens in the Trident on 
the 21st of April following. Lady Cornwallis and her clnldren 
accompamed him to Portsmouth,® and after Ms departure she 
retiuned to Culford, where she resumed the solitary hfe she had 
led since his first departure, but grief so preyed upon her health 


1 John Lord Pitt, afterwards, May 11, 



1835; in. July 9, 1783, Mary Elizabeth, 
dau. of Thomas, 1st Viscount Sydney. First 
'd; July, 1788, to Dec. 

! > a;, or President of the 

('. ■ .. ! ; then Master-General 

of the Ordnance to , Feb. 1806, and again 
from April, 1807, to May, 1810. On re- 
entering the army he went to Gibraltar .as 
i" ■: ■■■■''’PL ’ was 

.... onel 

21, 17iSii; b.’ • 3. i. '■■■.. 

1808; m. Mav j J. _ ; 77-.:, yb: ,1:. -...f 

■ Au •- v.-.-. ■■■. i.-j.v received 

■ • .. v. .a:.-. ■ ■■3 who i‘e- 

,■ i .. -.i j "i ■ i. ueral, w.as 

tne only one of hign rank, liis motlier was 


sister of Beckford, who made himself so con- 
'-.-r ’M •(''T)do Tbm-.v 

1 i . . . , \ a- 

^i-. uV ’I (■« :v 

, . t’. 1 I 1 (, -I 


; jl..r. V.. • 'v.i . I -, .'>■>; r.f 

Charles, 4th Lord Coniwallis, b. Feb. 22, 
1713, d. Mai-cli 19, 1783 ; m. Feb. 8, 1759, 
Caroline, dau. of Hon. W'^illiam Townshend, 
3rd son of Ghai'les, 2nd Viscount Townshend. 
Bishop of Lichf ' ' ’ ” '■ " ’ . T". 

1750, and Arch 

13, 17(>8. He is -. ■ 

a General. 

L... ’• ’ vj .u", '.•--•■ a 
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as to bring on r bi".-" rf eventually died, 

Feb. 14, 1779. !'• ■ ■ i ■ ' = ■■ ■ ■■- > ^ ■ ‘ ■ ' dangerous state, 

he threw up liis command and again came to England, where lie 
arrived a few weeks before her death,. 

Lady Cornwallis always declared to her confidential attendant 
that she ivas dying of a broken heart, and she requested that a 
thorn-tree should be planted above the vault where she was buried, 
as nearly as possible over her heart— significant of the sorrow 
which destroyed her life. She also directed that no stone should 
be engraved to her memory. Both wishes were complied with.^ 

The death of his wife changed Lord Cornwallis’s intention of 
remaining at home, and he shortly afterwards again offered his 
services, which being accepted, he returned to America, and there 
remained until he was taken prisoner at York Town. 

His civil as well as his military talents ® obtained for Iiim so 
high a reputation that, early in 1782, Lord Shelburne was desirous 
.of appointing him Governor-G-eneral of India. This offer he hesi- 
tated to accept, both because he was not yet released from his 
parole, and because he considered the powers of the Governoiv 
General too hmited. Ultimately he was induced to waive his 
objections ; but the political changes in 1783 put an end to the 
pr 'po^cd noiViinn H> m. 

till- i,:.\(:v;piion of a short mission to Frederick the Great® in 
1785, Lord Cornwallis was for some years nnemploycd, and lived 
principally at Oulford. But when Mr. Pitt,‘‘ having in the new 
East India Bill l^-rgely increased tlu"' yiowcr.' of 1he Governor- 
Ge"':T'' • d ' . T •••. '• . ; 'ii’C -nmander- 

m-( d: •••■::. .,-i, A. . ..-i- M.,y5,17S6, 

1 The niche in the vault in which her re- office. The person was Earl Cornwallis, a 
mains were placed was closed by a plain person whom he (Mr. Fox) named now only 
slaf) of marble, not even bearing tbo name; for fhr. ] -wr--'.' ef' ■ ■■ ! ;i- (t> It;- 
which Will', however, added in 18 j 1 , shoHly char...;.:'. Vi n iv.i ' 

iiiter the Ihneval of the hile Slarci’.ioncss (lorn- ma.ke rarliament consent to llui vesting of such 
Tv'iilii.s, who was nl.so buried .'it Guiibrd, i.; :: (h-.e •; v.--('!oueriil ; but certain 

■ ■’ ■’ ■ ■ ’■ = ’ . i ; v.a.'; .-I the great character 

■ ■ : r: :c:.!e •!!' i e:>;.ld ever induce the 

marquis in 1823. The thorn-tree was neees- Legislature to commit such powers to an 
sanly removed in March, 1855, in conse- individual at the distance of half the globe,” 
queues of alterations to the church 5 but it ^ Frederick 2nd, King of Prussia, com- 
i’.;. (’...rchyard, where it is monly called Frederick the Great, b. Jan. 24, 

! '•.", 7 ;. -p. lyip^ 17. 170/1! . 1 o_ 170^^ 

“ Mr. Fox, who certainly was neither per- 1 . ivaVa;;-, li! ". i.rh h \ : 2 ;i 1, i,i f.v. 

swirdly nor pnlitically a friend oi Lord Ooni- of Brunswick. 

v/idu:-i, ilnis sjiolte of him, on bringing in the 4 Right Hon. William Pitt, 2 nd son of 
India Bill, Flov. 18, 1783: — “A learned William, 1 st Earl of Chatham; h. May 28, 
gontlcmau (lifv. Dundes) last year proposed 1759, d. Jan. 23, 1806, having, with two 
to give tiie must exiraordinary power to the ?' ■" ’■•d--;-- , I-’: ; 1 ;.. .-."l!"- n;-- 

(lOvoraoj'-Gc-iiiivjil of Bengal ; he at the same 1 j-'i-j* i , 
time named the person who" was to fill the :! T -.v = ■ . 17'-'. li-i i/.s ■ 
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having very shortly before received the Order of the Garter.* He 
had hardly returned home in 1794, with a reputation so highly and 
so justly increased, when he was called upon to take the command 
of aU the allied armies on the Continent. The jealousy of Austria 
and Prussia — the weakness of Holland both in the cabinet and in 
the field — ^the little military talent displayed by the Duke of 
York,® or indeed by any of the allied generals — aU combined to 
render it advisable to give the supreme command to some man, 
whose position and character would inspire general confidence. 
The proposition to nominate Lord Cornwallis emanated from 
Austria. Why this scheme failed will appear in the proper place. 

In Feb. 1795, Lord Cornwallis was appointed Auister-General 
of the Ordnance. Mr. Pitt had long inM;M di-irocs of having liis 
assistance in the Cabinet ; and, when he was about to return from 
India, kept the office of Secretary of State open for him. This, 
however. Lord Cornwallis declined, assigning as Iiis reason, that 
having no habit of public sj)eaking, he did not feel eq^ual to the 
defence of the measm-es of Government ; but that objection did not 
apply to a military office. 

The mutiny of the officers of the Bengal army in 1796 was 
considered so serious, that Lord Cornwallis, yielding to the earnest 
solicitations of Mr. Pitt, agTeed to go again to India to quell the 
spii’it of insubordination. After being sworn in as Governor-General, 
Feb. 1797, circumstances occurred which rendered it unnecessary 
for him to proceed on his voyage. 

In 1798, the state of Ireland became most alarming ; and as 
the Lord-Lieutenant and the Gommander-in-Ohief did not eorclially 
agree, it was determined to unite the two offices in one person. 
Lord Cornwallis was selected for this imj)ortant post, which he 
held tiU May, 1801. 

Towards the close of that year, he was sent as Ambassador to 
France, where he negociated the Peace of Amiens. A few subse- 
quent years were passed in domestic hfe ; his only son. Lord 
Brome, who had married, April 17, 1797, Lady Louisa Gordon,® 
generally residing with him at Culford. 

The displeasure which Lord Wellesley^s ^ proceedings in India 

1 Lord Cornvrallis wi? lrnic;l\ted (a uccua- ^ Frederick, Dolce of York, 2nd son of 
s-j'.rv pi'oli’iT.navv 111 vcceiviiiL!; tile Ordrr of The George III., b. Ang. 16, 1763, d. Jan. 5, 

li. ii.H'. hosadiM for India, 'riioiisli tlie 1827; ni. Sepi.. 2f), 1791, Frtderica, dau. of 

1 ,......,., i,-,i 11 . .... ^ 1 Frr-rlorick Williani, King of Prus.^ia. 

T... V . ;■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■■ ■* Fourili dau. of Alexander, 4tli Duke of 

I v-- -i.- i .■ ■■■■ ■ ■ i’’ ■■■!.■> ! .VT-.-!. ■■■.■„- (Jordou. hr Jane, dan. of Sir Wiliiani Max- 
, . . - . ■ 7 ■ ... we?i^ Ji/u-t., of Jlonz'cith: b. Dec. 27, 1775, 

( - 11 . . • . y d. Dec. 5, 1850. 

(. ■ iV ■ • •.\e ■■■■■■■..■, . * RicharJ, Srd Eavl of ; 

- .■ • ■:.■! 1 -, . . - .1 !». ,■■■• l. -M-:; . Barou Wellii-slev Oct. 20, W; 7, a' -i i.'ii. - l !■.. 

while abroad. iho. Iilarqui-iili’Dec. 2, 17‘.'9 ; K.O.; b. Juno 

VOD. I. * 
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excited, both iu the Government and in the Court of Directors, 
induced them to urge Lord Cornwallis to accept for the third time * 
the post of Governor-General. Though advancing age and im- 
paired health might well have excused him, he would not refuse 
the appointment, but embarked early in 1805. His physical 
powers were however overtasked ; the confinement and privations 
of a long voyage produced their effect ; his body, though not his 
intellect, failed. Very shortly after his arrival in India, ho set out 
for the Upper Provinces, where his presence was greatly needed. 
But he was unable to proceed fm-ther than Ghazipoor, wliero he 
died, Oct. 5, 1805, in the 67th year of liis age. 

During many years of active service in the field, Lord Corn- 
wallis was struck but once, and he would not then allow his name 
to appear in tlie list of wounded. Though himself devoted to his 
profession, he was unwilhng that his only son should follow the 
same line. He had no grandson ; but in the next generation six of 
liis descendants embraced the military profession. Two ^ of these 
had retired from the army before the war with Hussia broke out. 
The remaining four all fell in the Crimea within the space of ten 
months. Two ® were killed at Inkerman ; one ^ died of wounds re- 
ceived in the battle of Balaclava ; and the foimtli * was Idlled in 
the trenches about a week previous to the fall of Sebastopol. 


20, 1700, a. Sept. 26, 1842; in. 1st, Nov, 
20, 1794, H^aeintlie, cbu. of 11. Pierre Ko- 
I.'iii.l; 21111 , Fi-li. 2il, IS2r«, ir.iriiiiiiic, diiu. of 
Itif'liiivil (liLioii. IIn;., iiii'l wiil.ivv of llobert 
I’litii'r.'iiiii, !;'■[. l.oivl i>!’ i!ii! Trc.i<ury from 
.''I'pf. 1!', ITHii, to .\iiy. i7ii7; Oovornor- 
fk'iii!r.al ol' India ifom Oct. 1797 to July SO, 
1805; ‘ •• ;■ .r;v • n. •, 

1809; ■ ■ - I :• : , • •, 

1812; : i' •• , 'I 

tn March, 1828, imd from Sept. 1833 to 
Dec. 1835; Lord Steward from Nov. 1830 
to Sept. 1833; and I.ord (Ih.nnl'ovlain from 
April to May, 1835. M.P. for ll'-n-alMon, 
Saltash, and Windsor, iVi.ni March, 1784, U> 
May, i'TI'O. 

' lluti. l.'ichriv.l Cornwiillis Nevffle, eldest 
son of Jlichard, 3rd Lord Brayhrooke, and 
Jane, elde.st dan. of Charle.s, 2nd Marquis 
Cornwallis; h. March 17, 1780 ; m. .Tan. 27, 
1852, Charlotte, dan, of Hector, 3rd Earl of 
Norbury. By his father’s death, March 13, 
1858, he has become 4t]i Lord Bra 5 ’'brooke. 
Li. iiieu.ii.f .-.nd Captain Crenadhr Cnar.ls. 

KdwiU'd, Lord Elio:, eide t son of Kdwanl, - 
3r;l Earl of .St. (Jennans, aiiil .Icminsn, ;,!rd 
’ ■ ■ Cornwallis; b. 


brooke; b. Oct, 5, 1830, d. at Scutari Nov. 
11, 18.54, of wounds received at Balaclava 
Oct. 25. 

■* Charles Cornwallis Ross, Captain 3rd 
Regiment (the Bufis), eldest son of Charles 
Ro.ss, Esq., iuid Mary, 4th dau. of Charhs, 
2nd Marquis Cornwallis; b. April 5, 1827. 
On the night of August 31, 1855, he W'as 
engaged in posting sentries in advance of tlie 
trenches when the Russifins fired upon the 
pai-ty. Captain Ross never returned to the 

’ " to learn his 

year later it 

was asceriained that he was caineil moitilly 

i:-... .. iii:- ■;■■ ■. ■■ ■ 

I 1 . r.'. m. . v . n 


Neville, Lieu- 


ciu-t’s Hill. 
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CansGS of tho revolt of the American colonies — Congress at Rl ’’nO' L h':' — 
Skirmish between Royal troops and militia — Evacuation of I'.t-s- •:! — 
Cornwallis sails in command of an expedition to America — Defeat of the 
Americans at Brooklyn and at White Plains — Lord Cornwallis ovemms 
‘ n Trenton by the Americans — Discontent of the loyalists 

' ■ ' ■ of the two armies — • Battle of the Brandywine - — Lord 

Cornwallis returns to England — N ■ ' ‘ ; •' — 

Resumes his command — Returi • ' , ■ ' ' of 

Lady Cornwallis — Rejoins Sir Henry Clinton at New York — State of affairs 
at the close of 1779. 


The events which led to the revolt of the American Colonies have 
been so often described, that more than a very brief outline would 
be superfluous. The Seven Years’ War had hivolved England in 
financial difficulties, and, as many expeditions had been undertaken 
mainly for the benefit of the Colonies, it was not thought um’eason- 
able that they should contribute to defray some portion of the 
expenditure. The Colonial agents, among whom was Franklin,^ 
exjpressed no serious objection to this principle, nor did they 
strongly oppose the Stamp Act, which passed in 1765. In the 
following year the Declaratory Act was passed, and the Stamp Act 
repealed. 

In 1767 the Duke of Grafton, or rather his Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Charles Townshend,^ mproduced a scheme of taxation, 
which, two years later, when the dif-siriLclioii in America had so 
greatly increased, he was anxious to modify, if not to abandon 
altogether. But even this feeble attemjDt at conciliation was over- 
ruled by the Cabinet, and the Duke, with several of his colleagues, 
resigned. The new Administration proposed the repeal of all the 


^ Benjamin Franklin, b. Jan. 17, 1706, 
d. April 17, 1790 ; m. Sept. 1, 1730, 
Deborah, d. of Bead, Esq., of Phila- 

delphia, 

< i \ ■. low 

/!. . ’ ' ’r '..V .i'c ±1'.- f\--> o: 

A:-.;.'.,., vri.k w ■■ hr. " .f-, .r Ik.'.- 
VOL. I. 


keith ; she was created Baroness Greenwich 

i“' jV- .v'-!; 'i; . -j; 

r.r:,; from Nov. 1747 till 
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taxes except that on tea ; ^ but such was the temper of the House, 
that this concession was carried only by a majority of 204 to 142. 
The Colonists, though partially gratified by this measm-e, did not 
regard it as completely satisfactory. In 1772, a large body of 
armed men boarded the Gaspee, a small man-of-war stationed 
off ProYidence to prevent smuggling, and burnt it. Another event 
occurred about the same time, which added to the irritation felt in 
England. On the death of 3Tr. 'Wliatelr-y,® a number of letters 
addressed to him by the Oovti-iior ' o! .Uii-sacliiisrn-.-, and other 
intimate friends, during the years 1767-8-9, were abstracted horn 
his papers, and placed in the hands of EraiiMin, then agent for 
that colony. By whom this act was committed has never been 
clearly ascertained,^ but there can be little doubt that it was done 
at the instigation of Franklin, who at once transmitted the papers 
to the House of Assembly at Boston. As they contained severe 
remarks on the conduct of many leading men in the colony, they 
excited much anger, and a potitiou immediately sent over 
praying for the removal of ihe ('ovcrnor. The case was heard 
before the Privy Council Jan. 29, 1774. Wedderburn,® then 
Solicitor-General, not content with opposing the petition — which 
was rejected without hesitation — was led by feelings of private 
animosity to make a violent personal attack® upon Ernnklin, who 
from that moment became an inexorable enemy to England. The 
destruction in Boston Harbour (Dec. 18, 1773) of several cargoes 

•nrounded. A few days aftei’ Di> Franklin 
• • - ■ ’ ‘ . the papers, with his 

■ " the whole responsi- 

Diiity ot the transaction. 

® Alexander Wedderhurn, created Lord 
Loughborough June 14, 1780, and made 
2i, : b. Feb. 13, 

'i. m. Ist, Dec. 31, 

1767, Betty Anne, dau. and heir of John 
Dawson, Esq., of Morley; and 2nd, Auo’. 
1782, Charlotte, dau. of William, 1st Vil- 
eount P I t; • . ; ’ 

1771 

to Jur . . ' ; . ■ . ; 

Pleas ■ . , • • . . j 

1801; M.P. successively for the Ayr^bo- 

peer. 

® He called him “Homo trium littera- 

rum,” - -’-TT--'.’ ’ 

— at!”.-. ■ ■ 

nor , ■.■. ho carefully pre- 


■ I-i a rv-.u taxation Loi'd 

I „ cn tea at only 

I ■. 

. . May, 1772 ; qn- 
I Private Secretary 

to Ml'. Grenville ; then Secretai'y of the 
Treasury from April, 1764, to July, 1765, 
and Under Secretary to Lord Snflfolk 1772. 
He was not in office at the time the letters 
referred to were written, but he probably 
communicated them to Government. M.P. 

author i-.-i. _ 

dening, 

3 Th 

1780. A native of Massachusetts, and Go- 
vernor of that colony from 1770 till April, 
1774. 

Mr. John Temple, who had lately been 
Lieut.'Governor of New Hampshire, was sus- 
pected to have been the person who actually 
took these Icffers. Wiili.am, brother and 
executor oi riiomas V. liateley, called him 
out for this supposed r"——/ 

Dec. 11, 1773, and Mr.’ 
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of tea, valued at 18,000?., by a body of men disguised as Moliawk 
Indians, brouglit matters to a crisis. The indignation raised in 
England induced Parliament to j)ass, upon very short notice, two 
Bills, one to close the port of Boston, the other to make material 
alterations in the charter of Massachusetts. These measures 
produced such excitement in that province, that the Governor, 
General Gage,^ was compelled, June 17, 1774, to dissolve the 
Assembly — the last held under royal authority. He moreover 
considered his own position so precarious, that he thought it neces- 
sary to seize the arms and stores (partly private property) at 
CharlestowA (a suburb of Boston), Cambridge, and other places; 
and to throw up some fortifications at Boston. 

In September the discontented party held a congress at Phila- 
delplna, wloich, after sitting for fifty-two days, closed its discussions 
Oct. 26. It was attended by fifty-one ■-‘''■'.--f-.' .. a Hew 

Ham|)shire, Massachusetts, Khode Islan i i"<i ’ I ■■■, Con- 
necticut, New York, Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Yhginia, and the two Carolinas ; Georgia did not join till later. 
Although the terms in which the resolutions were couched were still 
loyal, the tone and temper of the Assembly were of a different 
character, and plainly indicated the ultimate intentions of the 
delegates. It is now well known that the extreme party dreaded 
nothing so much as some concession on the part of England which 
would have justified their more moderate colleagues in with- 
drawing from the approaching contest. On the meeting of Par- 
liament, Jan. 1775, Lord Chatham, then in opposition, laid a BiU 
on the table, with a view of conciliation. But as it asserted hi 
distinct terms the supreme legislative authority of the mother 
country — the very principle so warmly repudiated by the colonists 
— ^it is difficult to conceive what good it could have effected. The 
measure was, however, rejected, ministers being uniformly supported 
by large majorities in both houses. Before intelligence of these 
proceedings reached America, the first blood had been shed there. 
On April 19, 1775, the royal troops endeavoured to seize large 
stores at Concord and Lexington, and, though partially successful, 
lost 300 men in a skhmish with the militia. 

The Congress, which had re-assembled at Philadelphia, then 
ordered men to be levied, and issued paper-money, thus prac- 
tically raising the standard of rebellion. Towards the close of 

^ Hr.’i. O, 2:;.] fif Tl; ofNcw Jersty. lie was made' CoiTiriimidor-in- 

l-.- I (i. j - i'- Chief in America ITiM, Covenior of Massii- 

-vj. .! i;.. y, L7v.', .'..'ij-d C. ITSS: chiisei Is April, 1774, and resigned both nHiccs 

r-\ \> !T.:-, kr;..-,' v ;- I ■; I" Oct. 1775. 
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May Sir William Howe,^ General Clinton,® and General Burgoyne,® 
arrived at Boston, with a considerable force. Tliinking it necessary 
at once to dislodge the provincials, who were fortifying the heights 
wliich commanded Boston, they ■' -b' B"' “d’- TT’h. .T^ne 17. In 

this action, commonly called thj o " l>.- .■■-!!*'. from the 

name of an adjoining height, the British troops were victorious, 
but, owing to the strength of the position, not without severe loss."* 
Although the repulse of General Arnold,® and the death of Colonel 
Montgomery® under the walls of Quebec, Dec. 31, had saved 
, p , I' ■'•'-•v.y into the hands of the rebels. Sir William Howe 
. ■ I Ji , ■■ y ■ March, 1776, to evacuate Boston, which he 

thought he could no longer hold, with a tacit understanding that 
he should not be molested during this operation. Owing to a 
deficiency of trnn«port. it was not possible to provide means of 
escape for all I'i-.- !i-\:ili>r<. Large quantities of stores and ammu- 
nition were left beHnd, together with 250 pieces of artillery, one- 
half of which, at least, were serviceable. Every other post held 
by the royal army was abandoned at the same time, and, instead of 


1 Hon. Sir William Howe, K.B., after- 
wards .5th Viscount Howe, a General, 
C>; .I Vr!' \r :. m. 1729, 

He 

);;:i I ■ ■! ;■ '-.v lid of 


served under Lord Coi’nwallis, whom he had 
previously eonimaiided. 

2 General, afterwards Sir Henry Clinton, 
K.B., Colo' T r.-d Go- 
vernor of < ;l . I .■/. 1.'.' ‘li. 

death; soi. !■.' i'.!. •• i' : 

grandson of Francis, Gth jiaii of Lincoln ; 
h. 1738, d. Dec. 13, 1795 ; m. Feb. 1767, 
Harriet, dau. and coheir of Thomas Carter, 
Esq. He succeeded Sir W. Howe iis Com- 
mander-in-Cbief in America, and I’esigned 
that office May, 1782. v.p. p,- ■ y-. 
bridge from' Nov. 1772 ; ITT-':. 

Newark to March, 1784. 

® Lieiit.-General Burgojme, a natural son 
of Lord Eingley, Colonel 4th Regiment, h. 
1730, d. Aug. 4, 1792; m, in eaidy life 
Charlotte, dau. of Edwnnl, Hfh Earl of 
Derby, rrovious to his campaigi>s in Ame- 
rica ho had seen some spryii.. ii.jder the 
l .r: ‘ ■ V- 1- i\. -' 1 . 


I' ■ ' 

death. His reputation as an author stood at 



r.. ll’-: r’-r.ri-ri'"’ of Lady Emily, 
; Lady Charlotte 
B ■; ■ (,■: i Earl of Derby, 

whose wife she atierwurda became. 

^ The official return was, 19 officers ami 
207 rank and file killed, 70 officers and 758 
rank and file wounded. The Americans 
owned only to 449, hut their loss was 

■ • 1 . nm.. Uvi+lcl, TOnvnd 


l‘.i5 IDS. ! 

® Benedict Arnold, originally a druggist 
and liorsedealer .at. .Vowhaveii ; b, Jan, 3, 
1740, d. June 14, .'77'^.’' '. 

dau. of Edwai'd . 

delphia, a collate 

Shippen, the celebrated Jacobite M.P, She 
was one of tlie Ladies of the Blended Ro.se in 
the Mischianza. After he abandoned the 
American cause he entered the British ser- 
vice with the rank of "-G. T;: 

July, 1793, a pension o;' ■ .:■■■•> e r i 

npon his wife, and of 100?. on each of his 
children. 

m., July, 1773, a dau. of Robert Living- 
stone, Esq., a judge at New York. He had 
served in Wolfe’s regiment at the capture of 
Quebec, Hi.s bi'ofher Alexander, commonly 
called Black Montgomery, was member for 
Donegal county for many years. 
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ocupyiiig Kew York, wMcli was well affected, or selecting some 
otker important post, Sir William Howe concentrated liis wliole 
force at Halifax. Tims it became necessary to open the ensuing 
campaign witb an attempt to recover a country voluntarily re* 
linguisbed. 

Great efforts were made at borne to send out large reinforce- 
ments. Seven regiments of infantry were assembled at Cork under 
Lord Cornwallis, on whom tbe local rank of Lieut.-General in 
America was conferred Jan. 1, 1776. Tbe arrangements for tins 
expedition were so dilatory, that it did not sail till Feb. 10, and, 
after a singularly long passage, only arrived off Cape Fear on tbe 
3rd of May. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain.* 


Ou board the Bristol, March 7, 177G. 

My LoED, Latitude 42° 34^; Longitude 13° 42' from London. 

I take tbe opportunity of informing your lordsbip by a bome- 
AViinl-l'OiiHil diip. that we bave stopped for a few minutes, that our 
voyage iiitberto bas been very unsuccessful; tbe wind bas been 
almost always contraiy, and, tdl tbe first of this month, constant 
and most violent gales of vind. We bave now but fourteen sail in 
company witb us, notwithstanding tbe utmost care and attention of 
Sb’ Peter Parker ;® and of tbe foiuteen there are but six or seven 
transports with troops. I fear there is no chance of oui’ anival on 
tbe American coast before tbe end of next month at soonest, and 
the assembling tbe fleet off Cape Fear, where there is no port, may 
be a work of some time. Tbe wind is now south-west, which is 
nearly tbe course we want to steer. The Active and Actmon frigates 
are separated from us, and I hope they will make tbe best of their 
way and cruize off Cape Fear, for tbe protection of our transports 
as they arrive. Sb Peter Parker sends to the Adnuralty a more 
circumstantial account of our voyage. Your lord'bi]i will make 
allowances for tbe motion of tbe sliip when you arc ring tliis 

scrawl, and believe me, &c., Coenwallis. 


1 Lord George Germain, son of Lionel, 1st 
Duke of Dorset, and godson of George I., 
created Viscount Sackville Feb. 11, 1782; 
b. Jan, 23, 171G, d. April 26, 1785; m. 


of Vice-Treasnrer in Ireland, First Lord of 
Trade, :-:: l S. {‘‘ State, from Dec. 

17G5, !■■..•. 11. '"r-J. M.P, for Dover, 

. ■ : ■ . for Port- 
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Earl Cobnwixlis to Loed George Germain. 

My Lord, ' ' '' i ' ' ' 

I have nothing to inform your lordship of but that our passage 
has been very tedious, and that we are still about 370 leagnies from 
OOT rendezvous at Cape Fear. We have with us twenty ships in 
company, besides two ar*tillery-ships and four victuallers. I hope 
the rest of the fleet wfll not be long after us. I hope your lordship 
received my letter of the 7th of Maa'ch ; this goes by a ship bound 
to Loudondeny. The troops are in general healthy. I most heaitfly 
wish that I could be a more agreeable correspondent ; and am with 
great regard, &c., Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, Camp at Cape Fear, May 16, 1776. 

I arrived here on the 3rd of this month, and had the pleasure 
of flnduig that many of the transport® had got here before us. Your 
lordsliip will hear from Gi-ncrii! Clinioi! ilii- present state of this 
colony, and his intention of going finm hence as soon as the trans- 
ports are watered. From what I have heard since I came here I 
must still more lament the fatal delays that prevented the armament 
from arriving in time in this province, as I am now convinced that it 
would have produced the most happy effects in this and probably in 
the other southern colonies. I shall now iirobably serve in the amiy 
under General Howe. I have only to assure yoiu lordslnp that 
wherever it may be my lot to serve his Majesty, I shall ■ do it with 
the utmost zeal and di%ence. « 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Tliis tedious passage appears fo have been most unfortunate, and 
it is impossible now to estimate the advantages wliich would have 
resulted from an earKer junction with General Clinton, who had pre- 
viously arrived fi:om the northward to take the command of the 
whole force. It had been intended to make a serious attack on 
the Oarohnas, where the loyalists were assembled in arms ; but 
their rising was premature, and they were totally defeated before 
the regular troops could move to their support. After a delay of 
nr-crly tw) rri.oji!l!-. n.-n.,.-!-.-!'! Cli'd.-ii determined to threaten Charles- 
uv.vii, fiiid ii (.!! S:iilli\j:ii> Lliiiifi, which commanded the approach 
by water, was cannonaded by the fleet June 28th. But this attack 
failed completely. The ships were never near enough to be of 
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effective service — ^the troops were unable to land — and tlie atteaipt 
was ■ ■ ■v..- fiigate having been bmut, and several other 

vess('' 1 A :aonth of inactivity followed, before the troops 
saded to joia the main army; and in this unsatisfactory manner 
commenced Lord CornwaUis’s American campaigns. 

It was not till the month of June that Sir W. Howe had thought 
fit to leave Hahfax. He then took possession of Staten Island, 
where, early in July, he was joined by Lord Howe,^ who was at the 
head of a commission armed with full powers to treat for a recon- 
cfiiation. Had these overtures been made before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence (July 4), some good effect might have 
been produced ; but it was now too late. Congress, after exhausting 
every subterfuge to avoid meeting the Commissioners, positively re- 
fused even to discuss the terms proposed. War became inevitable, 
and Washington,^ who had been appointed commander-ia-cMef, took 
active measm’es for the defence of New York. 

AH hope of a peaceable termination of the dispute being at an 
end, Sir W. Howe deteimined at length to commence operations. 
He landed August 22nd on Long Island, with a large force, of which 
one division was under the command of Lord CornwaUis ; and four 
days later, the Americans were defeated with great loss^ at Brooklyn, 
but so slack was ihe Hial Hhw rdired unmolested behind 

their fines at the c\-ir(-iiiii\ u\‘ jlio island, iVoiii whence they embarked 
on the 29th for New York. Had Sir William displayed a little 
energy, the whole army, 9000 strong, would probably ha re been cut 
off. Lord ComwaUis’s corps was but slightly engaged, nor had he 
a more active part in the capture of New York, which took place 
September 15 after some unimportant skirmishes. Several weeks 
passed before the British troops again moved, and it was not until 
October 28 that the two armies came into collision at the White 
Plains. Sir W. Howe was victorious, but again neglected to 
improve his advantage. The Americans, feebly piusued, retired 
behind the Croton, retaining possession of Forts Washingion and 
Lee, situated one on each bank of the Hudson Eiver, and by their 


^ Richard, 4th Viscount Howe in Ireland; 
a Vice-Admiral ; created April 20, 1782, 
Viscount Howe in England; and Aug. 19, 
1788, raised to an earldom ; K.G. ; after- 
wards Admiral of the Fleet ; b. Miu’ch 19, 

■(70ft 179° ; TWo-.'r.K irrsiQ^ 


anddau. " 

ton’s fan , . ■ ' i • 

related t(, ' , ■ ^ ' 

the same arms : he himself was proud of his 
English descent. It is a I’cmarkablo fact that 
of the first five American Prooidents foisr 
were Virginians. 

f m, .. ... 1 . i,_, 70 killed 

: ■ ■ upwards of 

■ ■ were taken 


prisonei-s. 
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cross-fire preventing all access to Jersey. Two corps were at lengtli 
detached to attack them. Fort Washington was captured Kovem- 
ber 15, and on the ISth Lord Cornwallis crossed the river, and 
took possession of Fort Lee without resistance. Being reinforced 
by two fresh brigades, he pushed forward, and before the close of 
the month had overnm and subdued Jersey. But while the dispi- 
rited enemy were flying in confusion before Mm, his pursuit was 
unfortunately checked by an order to halt at Brunswick, and a 
week elapsed before he -was authorized to move forward. Such, 
however, was Ms activity, that although the enemy were then con- 
siderably in advance of Mm, he reached Princetown only one hour 
after Washington had quitted it, and arrived at Trenton December 3, 
just in time to see the last boat crossing to the opposite banlc. Had 
he originally been allowed to cont‘- ’ •• ■■ | ^ ■■■■ , ■■ ’ ’ : 

that the whole of Washmgton’s 

The weather had by this time become very cold, -d (he Iimi -i-; 

■■ ; -"I'.- r"'' posts t-l‘ 'ii'eiiln'.! ii!,-! 

l! :■ i ■ I ■■ ••!. '■ \ \' '• ' I’ of the Commander- 

in-CMef,to the I ! '’••d and Count Donop.® 

Sir William Hoto to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, New York, Dec. 20, 1776. 

In Jersey, upon the approach of the van of Lord Corn- 
wallis'’ corps to Brunswick by a forced march on the 1st inst., the 
enemy went off most precipitately to Princetown, and, had they 
not prevented the passage of the Eariton by breaking a part of 
Brunswick Bridge, so great was the confusion among them that 
then- army must inevitably have been cut to pieces. 

My fii'st design extending no further than to get and keep pos- 
session of East J ersey, Lord Cornwallis had orders not to advance 
beyond Brunswick, wMch occasioned Mm to discontinue Ms pursuit ; 
but finding the advantage that might be gained by pusliiiig on to 
the Delaware and the prsiibilliy of getting to PMladelpMa, the 
communication leading to Biuii-v. irii was reinforced, and on the 
6th I joined his lordsMp with the 4th brigade of British, under the 
command of Major-Ceneral Grant ; ® on the 7th Lord Cornwallis’ 

^ Colonel Elialle was killed Dec. 26, 1776, Fort du Quesne. He was surprised by the 
at Trenton, ■«’- > ’ "eated, and, with 19 

2 Count Donop was killed Oct. 27, 1777, , ■ ... (See ‘ United Service 

at Red Bank. , ^ ..p. 587.) In later 

3 Major-Gcnornl, afterv.-avds Gonoral .Tames 'it? h ; v.-?.-. r -i-.'-t 's said 

Grant of liailindalhich, (.'olonel lllh Regi- m ■ - ■■ ir l '.; '■ that 

ment, b. 1720, d. April 13, 1806,; un- he might at once communicate to him any 
married. In Oct. 1758, he, then a major, new ideas on culinaiy matters. 

was sent with 800 men to rcconnoitie 
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corp?. tlio CJiinrds excepted, wlio were left at Brunswck, marched 
10 Pi-inci.t'.)-.'. 11 , which, the enemy had quitted on the same day. 
This corps marched in two divisions on the 8th ; the first advancing 
to Trenton reached the Delaware soon after the enemy’s reargua?^, 
had crossed. Their main army, having passed the preceding d * 
and night, took post on the other side of the river. 

Lord Cornwallis, with the rear division, halted at Maidenhead, 
six miles from Trenton, and marched at one o’clock nexi morning to 
Corriel’s Ferry, thirteen miles higher up the Delaware, in some 
ex])ectation of finding boats there and in the neighbourhood, suffi- 
cient to pass the river, but in this he was disappointed, the enemy 
having taken the precaution to destroy or to secure on the south 
side, all the boats that could poss’^'-V V- 1 ''■■■ ''' *> ^ -i -j ■ . . 

The passage of the Delaware i • ’ s- • •! ii j 

his Lordship took post at Penningion, in wliicii place and Trenton 
the two divisions remained until the ITth, when the v/eather having 
become too severe to keep the field, and the winter cantonments 
being arranged, the troops marched from both places to their 
respective stations, which will be fully explained by a sketch 'which 
accompanies this despatch. The chain, I own, is rather too exten- 
sive, but I was induced to occupy Bm-lington to tVf' rr-r-tr 
of Monmouth, in which there are many loyal i’ i', : I 
trusting to the almost general submission of the country to the 
southward of this chain, and to the strength of the corps placed in 
the advanced posts, I conclude the troops will be in perfect security, 
liovd Cornwallis and Major-General Vaughan^ having desired to 
return to Britain, the command in Jersey is given to Major-General 
Grant, in whose approved good conduct I place the greatest con- 
fidence. 

I cannot too much commend Lord CornwaUis’s good services 
during this campaign, and particularly the ability and conduct he 
displayed in the pursuit of the enemy from Fort Lee to Trenton, a 
distance exceding eighty miles, in which he was well supported by 
the ardour of his corps, who cheerfully quitted their tents and heavy 
baggage as impediments to their march. 

I have, &c., 

W. Howe. 

These successive defeats so disheartened the Americans, that 
many returned to their allegiance, and a still larger number aban- 

1 Hon. Major-General, afterwards Lieut.- ried ; M.P. for Berwick from Not. 1774, 
General Sir Joiiii Va:!gi;ini, K.B., and ColoKcl i;!! h:-- dcatl’: r.;-! St. in 

o. ..... , . -Wilmof, :irJ Vis- I v...;!: 117 1, l. .FJ/, iT: ;;. 

V . , . , 1. : . ITSoj unmar- 
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doned their -colours. The ‘majority of. the men had engaged to 
serve for one year only^ and so difficult was it to persuade them 
to extend the term, that Washington could now muster scarcely 

« 00 men, though before New York was taken he had 20,000 
der his command. The capture of General Lee,^ considered one 
of his best officers, was another seyere blow. .He was surprised 
Dec. 13 while at breakfast in a tavern, only a few miles from the 
main body of his corps, by a patrol under Colonel Harcourt,® who 
carried hiin safely to New York, through nearly 80 miles of a 
hostile country. After uniting his detachments, Washington found 
that the whole force under his immediate command consisted of 
little more than 5000 men. He was convinced that the freezing 
of the Delaware would be the signal for an attack upon Phila- 
delphia, where Congress, the members of which were already 
preparing to fly to Baltimore, held their sittings. Under such 
circumstances the General felt ' the necessity of hazarding some 
r-rtw-’';/"- h.-rr-v-r crate, and accordingly early on Dec. 26 

!<■ (■■■ and attacked Trenton. Colonel Ehalle, 

although a gallant officer, was frequently intoxicated, and the 
discipline of his troops was very lax : they were negligent in their 
duties, and ignorant of the language of the country. Colonel 
Ehalle wns r-omydotciy .suiprised, and, in endeavouring to rally his 
men, wm> hilleci, a \\ w of his soldiers fell, and most of the re- 
mainder were taken prisoners. The total loss was about 700 men, 
and aU their artillery. The alarm occasioned by this unfortunate 
affair was so great, that not only was Washington allowed to 
retreat unmolested, hut Count Donop quitted his post to join 


1 Charles Lee, h. 1731, d. Oct. 2, 1782. 
He was of a <•>' es'-V 

life sensed in r.;:v -.‘i , 

and under Gei. ll.:-:' y..,. 1:: I'.r!'... . 
Having resigned his commission, he entered 
the Polish and afterwards tlie American ser- 
vice, from which he was dismissed in 1780, 
At one time he was a correspondent of Lord 
C’harlemont and of P.urhe, and wa.s b}- .sc nm 
persons absurdly imagiiicci to be Junius. IIc:- 
was a man of violent tempej', and totally 
de.=fitiito of religious principles. 

- Colonel tlir- Hon. William Harcourt, 
afterwards, April 20, 1809, 3rd Earl Har- 
court, G.C.B,, Field-Marshal and Colonel 
letli Dragoons, son of Simon, 1st Earl Har- 
court ; b. March 20, 17 )3, d. June IS, 1830; 
m. Sept. 21, J778, lUa.’y, dan. of William 
Dauby, Esq., and widow of Thomas Lock- 
i ■’ ^ C-) • . ■ ■■ ; . . 


Master of the Horse to the Queen; M.P. for 
Oxford city from May, 1768, to June, 
1774, 

? ■ • p I ■< 1 

, ■ . i ■ ■■ Colum- 

. The 

Genius of the River calls in the aid of the 

the angel Hesper arrives, who mauls the two 
hostile spirits with the trunk of a fir-tree, 
and the 50 or 60 lines of the desci'iption end 
with — 

I i '.,- ■!,. ,;p.. 

I I - . L-' . 

i ft. ■ ■ ■ . .. ■ . a , 


The passage was effected early in tlie 
evening, and the action wtvs over hefore 
morning ! 
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Brigadier-General Leslie^ at Princetown, and the Americans re- 
oocupied Trenton a few days later. 

Sir William Howe to Lord George GermaixV. 

My LoED, New York, Jan. 5, 1777. 

In consequence of the advantage gained by the enemy at 
Trenton on the 26th of last month, and the necessity of an altera- 
tion in the cantonments, Lord Cornwallis, deferring his going to 
England by this opportunity, went from hence to Jersey on the 1st 
inst., and reached Princetown that night, to which place General 
Grant had advanced with a body of troops from Brunswick and 
Hillsborough upon gaining intelbgence that t’ -'' rr- -I'.-.-.-p-'"- :: 

reinforcements fi.’om Virginia, ^tbiryland, a .■! '■•••:.■ r. ' . i' 

Pensylvania, had repassed tlx' .Di.-lawan* into Jersey. 

On the 2nd Lord Cornwallis, having received accounts of the 
rebel army being posted at Trenton, advanced thither, leaving the 
4th brigade, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Mawhood,® at 
Princetown, and the 2nd brigade, with Brigadier-General Leslie, at 
Maidenhead. On the approach of the British troops, the enemy’s 
forward jiosts were driven back upon their army, which was formed 
in a strong position behind a creek running through Trenton. 
Dming the night of the 2nd the enemy quitted this situation, and, 
marching by AUenstown, and from thence to Princetown, fell in on 
the morning of the 3rd, with the 17th and 55th regiments on their 
march to Br’crcdiAf-C-meral Leslie at Maidenhead. 

Lieut.-« ■ i ‘ ‘ I, not being apprehensive of the enemy’s 
strength, attacked and beat back the fbaf ■fircf 

themselves to him; but finding = i | , 

him in numbers, he pushed forwr-vi ■m! i/d 

joined Brigadier-General Leslie. I -V.ii- ■ i-- i- - 

v-ny-fHilhL^r''":rht"B-':r^v’T-k: ;■ ■ ■ - ; : ■ ■ ■■■ 

1\ i’:r '■■■; • i‘ ■ i" '■ ”• ;d- I ■ ,. 

The bravely and conduct of Lieut-Colonel Mawhood, and the 
behaviour of the regiments under his command, pnrticulnrly tlio 
17th, are highly commended by Lord Cornwallis, lli.^ 
finding the enemy had made this movement, and having heard the 
fire occasioned by Colonel Mawliood’s attack, returned immediately 
from Trenton, but the enemy, being some hours’ march in front, 

1 -I. dpiph, Esq., ofTullideli)]!. 

( ■ ■ . ■■■■.■■ ■ Lioiil,.-CciI():iCJ CliiU-l'S Mawliood, 72nd 
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and keeping this advantage by an immediate departure from 
Priucetown, retreated by Kingstown, breaking down the bridge 
behind them, and crossed the Millstone Kiver at a bridge imder 
|locky Hill to thi’ow themselves into a strong country. 

Lord Cornwallis, seeing it could not answer any pui-pose to 
continue his pursuit, returned with his whole force to Brunswick, 
where he waits the enemy’s further motions; and the troops 
upon the right being assembled at Elizabethtown, Major-General 
Vaughan has that command. 

I have the honour, &c., 

W. Howe, 

After this action of Colonel Mawhood’s, Lord CornwaUis 
marched to Brimsmck, where great alarm was felt on account of 
the large bodies of militia which had been encouraged to re- 
assemble by Washington’s recent success. Brunswick and Amboy 
were the only two posts retained in J ersey, a country so lately in 
the p'l'Scsi-iou of the British, and which would probably 

have b'-cii lii.hl li.i'l Sir William Howe moved forward part of the 
20,000 men lying inactive in New York. The loyahsts of Jersey, 
who had fm’nished two brigades for the King’s service, finding 
their property unprotected and their families exposed to the cruel 
oppression of the enemy, quitted the army in disgust, and dis- 
aifection spread rapidly through the whole province. Such was 
the inauspicious close of the campaign of 1776. 

To Lord Cornwallis i’uliwdnnlly the warm approbation ex- 
lUGSsed in the following I-Md- mu«i. have been highly satisfactory, 
although the conduct of Sir W. Howe had prevented Lord George 
Germain’s expectations being realised : — 

Loed Geoege Germaix to Sir William Howe. 

Sir, Wliiteliall, March 3, 1777. 

... I read with much pleasure your commendation of 
Lord Cornwallis’s service during the campaign; and I am to 
acquaint yon that the King very much applauds the ability and 
conduct which his Lordship displayed in the close pm-suit of the 
enemy from Fort Lee to Trenton ; and has also condescended to 
express his '' ; : ; -b. '' '■ of the exemplary ardour which was 
manifested on cue march by the corps under his Lordship’s com- 
mand. 

It win give his Lordship additional satisfaction, when he 
redects that he has, by his bravery and the rapidity of his motions, 


1777. 


FORCE OF THE TWO ARMIES. 


29 


not only seemed a great quantity of provisions and forage for the 
use of Ills Majesty’s troops, but bas been the happy instrument of 
saving so large a tract of country from the destruction that 
tln-eatened it. . . . I have, &c. 

Geo. Geemain. 

The respective force of the two armies may be estimated as 
follows, at tlie several dates : — ■ 

British. American. 

1776 .. August .. 24,000 .. 16,000. 

„ .. Noveni'ber .. 26,900 .. 4,500. 

„ .. Deccraber .. 27,700 3,300, 

1777 .. January .. 26,600 .. No accurate account can be given, as tbe 

militia were so rapidly pouring in. 

The main body of the American army was encamped during 
the winter on some high ground called the Manor of Courtland — a 
position of considerable streng-th. The English made several 
desultory attacks on Peek’s Hill, Danbury, and other places, where 
they destroyed large quantities of stores and ammunition, and on 
April 12 the posts at Bondwick were surprised by Lord Corn- 
wallis. These successes were counterbalanced a few days later by 
the destruction of the British vessels in Saggy Harbom*. Towards 
the middle of June Sir W. Howe, finding his army raised by con- 
siderable reinforcements to upwards of 30,000 men, exclusive of 
provincials, determined to commence active operntfor.s. By a, 
sudden retreat from Brunswick to Amboy, he iii'lin/i.-d Wiisliiiigioii 
to descend from the hiUs and advance to Quibble Town. This 
object being effected, Lord Cornwallis was detached on the 27th 
to intercept the communication of the Americans with the upland 
gTound. He encountered early in the morning a large body of the 
enemy and routed ■ i ■■■ ■ : 1 by an impetuous attack. The 
intense heat of the weaDuer, however, retarded his pm’suit, and 
prevented his occupying the passes in time to cut off Washuigton’s 
retreat. 

Sh W. Howe then altered his plan; evacuated Jersey, and 
leaving 17 battalions, some cavah-y, and all the provincinls at Now 
York, under General Clinton, embarked with the remaining 
battalions and two regiments of cavahy for Philadelphia. They 
sailed on the 5th of July, but owing to adverse winds did not 
reach the Capes of the Delaware till the 30th, nor land at the 
head of the Elk Eiver before August 24. They were then 70 
miles from Philadelpliia, a hostile country intervening, while the 
distance from Brunswick, which they had quitted in June, was 
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only 60 miles, and the loyalists were very numerous along that 
line of march. 

On the 11th of Sei)temher Lord Cornwalhs was detached with 
a strong corps to turn the enemy’s flank, which he elfected with 
little difficulty. On the afternoon of the 13th he overtook them 
on the Brandywine, and with quick decision he, though with very 
inferior ntunbers, charged with great impetuosity. Driven from 

Hheh first line, the Americans took up a ■ ■1 in the 

woods, from whence they were speedily o"''- . I.’ iC'l totally 

routed.^ Had Sir W. Howe advanced rapidly with the rest of 
the army, which was only 18 miles from Washing- 
ton’s retreat to that city, firom which he rb ■ ' distant, 

must have been cut off; but so slow were the operations of the 
British, that they did not move till the 27th, when Lord Corn- 
wall^ was ordered to occupy Philadelphia, winch he did the fol- 
lowing day without opposition. 

But the communication with the sea was not open, and it 
was therefore necessary to take the forts of Eed Bank and Mud 
Maud, by which the navigation of the Delaware was commanded. 
Before the arrangements for this service were completed, Wash- 
ington made an unsuccessful attack upon Sir W. Howe at German 
Town. Towards the end of October Count Donop was. detached 
against Red Bank, but was killed in the assault, his corps driven 
back with gimt loss, and two frigates which had run aground 
were burnt l3y the enemy. But on Lord Cornwallis preparing to 
attack it, the garrison abandoned the post on the 17th of Novem- 
ber. Mud Island had been taken two days previously. 

In the mean time Washington, who had received large rein- 
forcements, took up a strong position at White Marsh, about 14 
miles from Philadelphia. An attempt was made to dislodge liim, 
and Lord Cornwaiiis drove in his left Aviiig on December 7. But 
Sir W. Howe not succeeding in bringing on a general action, 
retired next day with the whole army to his former quarters. 
The season for active operations was now over, and Lord Corn- 
wallis therefore requested leave to return- to England. 

Sia William Howe to Loan Geoege Gehmaiit, 

My LoED, Philadelphia, Dec. 13, 1777. 

Last night I had the, honour to receive your Lordship’s 
despatches by the Lord Sandwich packet, as per margin, and 
shall defer answering them by tliis conveyance, as there does not 

^ The English loss was less than 500, the American upwards of 1400. 
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appear an immediate necessity for so doing ; and particularly as I 
am anxious to despatcli tlie Brilliant, tliat your Lordsliip may 
have the earliest communication with Earl Cornwallis, whose 
knowledge of the war, in which he has had so great a share of 
service, will, I am confident, enable him to give your Lordship 
the most ample information. 

I have the honour, &c. 

W. How^e. 

Shoi-tly after Lord Cornwallis’s departm*e Washington withdrew 
to Yalley Eorge, 26 miles horn Philadelphia, where his troops, 
hardly exceeding 4000 men, remained in huts or under canvas 
during the whole winter, unmolested by the English, though the 
wealmess of the position and the wi-etched state of the army 
invited an attack, which there is every reason to believe must have 
been successful. Nor was this the only, or perhaps the most 
serious, error committed. Philadelphia became the Capua of the 
British army. Discipline was totally relaxed. Gaming, if not 
encouraged, was permitted to a most ruinous extent ; and the gross 
misconduct of very many officers disgusted to such a degree the 
inhabitants of a town in whicb, perhaps more than in any other, 
profligacy was offensive, that feelings very adverse to British 
authority were engendered or increased among a people originally 
loyal. . These bad impressions were never removed or overcome. 

Sir Henry Clinton, who had been left in command at New 
York, made one or two incursions into the interior of the country, 
and inflicted great loss on the Americans by the destruction of 
ships, stores, and forts ; hut he was unable to effect a junction with 
General Burgoyne, to vr-v.-ut h’= .":r’er.--^--'r at Saratoga, Oct. 26, 
the first great blow i • • »•«•; ■.! .o-i i- 

During the mut- ITT", ! !■;■ i'‘;- ■ -arse of the following 
spiing, Sir W. Howe sent out several small expeditions, wliich as 
preclatoiy movements were generally successful. But the army 
was no longer to remain under his command. As early as October, 
1777, he had tendered his resignation, and in April, 1778, he heard 
that it was accepted. He sailecl for England May 24,^ and the 
command ■ ‘ i .h --. rl' ■: 1 TL’-rv Clinton. 

Lord ( ■=■ 7- r. -I .I;.;.-. 18, 1778. The Govern- 

ment of course received &om him every information he was able 

^ Before liis departure tlie officers of his T? -"' f.. :.: ■oh i u!:-..;;.- (.-f liy 

army got up a fete in his honour, which they ’'■■■. a.::.:::, I;. ■ n.' , v:i I. -: ■- ... .. 

calleda Mi T! v. a. r. ..rt,- .s '! ■ ■ v.i 

merit, in cfsiw excited great animadversion and much ridicule. 



32 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. U. 


to afford ; but probably all communications were verbal, as no trace 
of them exists. He does not appear to have been a frequent 
attendant in the Hbuse of Lords, though he was present on most 
of the important debates of the Session. Lists of divisions not 
being imblished in those days, it cannot now be positively ascer- 
tained how he voted, but there can be no doubt that he generally 
supported Government. Among other occasions Lord Cornwallis 
attended Leh. 2, when the Duke of Bichmond’s ^ resolutions against 
sending more troops to America was negatived by 94 to 31 ; March 
17, when the addi'ess to the King respecting the treaty between 
France and America was carried by 68 to 25 ; Maa-ch 23, when the 
Duke of Richmond moved to withdraw the army from America, 
negatived hy 56 to 28 ; and again March 31, when Lord Effing- 
ham’s ® motion on the state of the navy was lost by a majority of 
50 to 20. He was absent during all the debates on Lord North’s 
Bill for conciliation with America. The last night on which he 
was present was April 7, when Lord Chatham was seized with that 
ilJiiess which in a few days terminated fatally, On the 21st of 
April Lord Cornwallis sailed for America. 

Towards the close of the year 1777 secret negotiations had 
been carried on between France and America ; but even previoiisly 
the latter country had,' through the ngcu-'^y of BeRumarchais,® 
received considerable aid firom the former. .Iloiiiiioiirdiiiis’ anxiety 
to recover the advances he had personally made rendered Mm so 
urgent an advocate of the advantages to be derived from war with 
England that he at length prevailed upon a weak Government to 
take that fatal step — one of the proximate causes of the French 
Berolution. To the Americans it was an all-important point, for 
besides a considerable body of troops and supplies of arms and 
money, it gave them, what they did not previously possess, a fleet. 
The cnlaTnities of the British are mainly attributable to 

tbeir having iha- lo-t the command at sea. 

1765, Catherine, dan. of Metcalf Procter, 
Esq., of Tliorpe. He was a L3Put.-Gen8rai 
in the ai'my, but resigned his commission 


the Mint irom juu. do* lu ...c.;.; .. 
’7.-' Ov of Jamaica, where 

1 ;- ■ 

3 Pitwro Angnste Caron de Beaumarchais, 
the wo'.l-known aid.hor, b. Jan. 24, 1732, 
d. May 19, 1799; m, Oct. 1756, Madame 
Fimiquet, 




He was Secretan ' ' ■ ' 

Aug. 18, 1766 ; ■ 

nance from Jan. 1, 1782, to April 1, 1783; 
and again from Jan, 1, 1784, to Feb. 13, 
1795, when he was replaced by Lord Corn- 
wallis. He served in Gennany in the Seven 
Yeai .- . . ■ . ■ ■ ■ ”• ’ 

13 , ; '! 
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Lord George Germain to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, whiteiiaii, April 12, 1778. 

It having been tbonght fit, to guard against inconveniences 
that would arise if any unforeseen accident should happen to Sir 
Hemy Clinton, that you should have a dormant commission giving 
you the rank of General in America only, I have the honour to 
transmit to you, by His Majesty’s command, the inclosed com- 
mission, which, as it is not to take place but in case of a con- 
tingency, in order to secure you in such case the chief command 
over the foreign Generals, is not to he made public if the con- 
tingency does not happen. 

I am, &c., 

Geo. Germain. 

With this commission Lord Cornwallis sailed for America, and 
on arriving at Philadelphia found Sir Henry Clinton preparing to 
abandon it in conseq^nence of orders from home. The two Generals 
had never been on very cordial terms, and it is probable that 
discussions took place between them of so unpleasant a natui’e, as 
to induce Lord Oornwalhs (whose maxim through life was that he 
was bound to execute whatever military duty was imposed upon 
him) to write the following letter. The answer, though of course 
of a much later date, is subjoined. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, Philadelphia, Jiijie 17, 1778. 

As there is great reason to npprchend, from the Inrge detach- 
ments which Sir Hemy Clinton is goii;g lo iiiako, llsct: no offensive 
measures can be undertaken against the enemy in this part of the 
world, I must beg that your lordship wiU be so kind as to lay my 
most humble request before his Majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to permit me to return to England. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord George Germain to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, m Mali, Aug. e, 1778. ■ 

I had this morning the honour of your lordship’s letter of 
June, in which you desire his Majesty’s leave to roturu to 
England, as Ikere is no appearance of offensive measures being 
VOL. I. D 
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undertaken against tke enemy in that part of tlie world. I imme- 
diately laid yom* lordsliip’s request before bis Majesty, who ordered 
me to acquamt you that at present be cannot dispense with your 
service in North America, (■>}ior:iri1ly n- your lordsbip bas a dormant 
commission to command ail il':o u.'vccs i in case of tbe death of 
Sir Henry Clinton. I am, &c., 

G-eo. Gbemain. 

Tbe evacuation of Philadelphia by tbe Engbsb, on June 18, 
was attended with some loss of stores, but greater loss of honour 
and ro])utation. Tb'-y ’.vorc: sovr-roly blamed for abandoning many 
of the inhabitants — v.arii) Io\iilists--l() the mercy of the Americans, 
who treated them witli great cruelty. Several, including two 
Quakers of high character and position, were inhumanly put to 
death. The retreat of the British army towards New York was 
very deliberately conducted. The enemy’s pursuit was feeble, but 
Lord Cornwallis, who commanded the rear division, had one oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing Mmself. Being rather closely pressed near 
Freehold Court House, he considered it more advisable to take the 
initiative than to await an attack. Accordingly (June 28), the bag- 
gage and stores having moved forward with the rest of the army, 
he charged the Americans, who were closing upon him, and drove 
them with great loss from the positions which they successively 
occupied. This defeat would have been more signal, but for the 
arrival of the remainder of the army under Washington, and the 
intense heat of the weather, which rendered pursuit impracticable : 
but the Americans offered no further molestation to the English 
army, which reached New York on the 5th of July. 

The repulse of the Americans who landed on Ehode Island in 
August, was followed by an unsuccessful attempt by Lord Howe 
to bring the French fleet to action. After some days had been 
i:! lUi-iiig to gain the weathergage, a violent storm 

jio'i'i'., whi.'ii >.-i!iiv;i\ d !v:i!i il.s is, jn id, though partial engagements 
took place much to the credit of the British flag, no material advan- 
tage was obtained. By landvainoiis Avo-. rl.-aii |)OsU were destroyed. 
Lord Cornwallis commanded ai x\h: d-r-inicii'wi of the vessels in 
Little Egg Harbour, and at the surprise of Pulaski’s corps. ^ 

>• Comte Casimii- Pul.'iski, a Pole, not of ing him to be put to death, if there w .^'5 a 
high birlh, b. M.r.ch 1, 17-1S, killed at the chance of his escaping. The remorse of 
MiMCof .MAiiiiiiiih Oct. ft, 1779. He organised Kokinsld stopped the ijcrpetratinn of this 
l!;-: ..If, I ■■ ■ .-.-i.-'i: S;..':.' 'fis Augustus in crime. Pulaski’s lUi.liev ^yas the author of 
V. a ..n .i, 1771 , direct- the Confederation of Bar. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. . I 

Sir, New Bridge, Sept. 28, 1778. 

Having received intelligence tliat a considerable body of 
militia and a regiment of liglit dragoons were assembled in tlie 
iieiglibonrbood of Taapan, in order to interrnpt onr foraging, a plan 
was formed on tbe evening of tbe 27tb for snr]vi’isiriof tliem. Throe ^ 

deserters from the right column alarmed tlie iiiiHii-i. who were 
posted near New Taapan, by which means they made their escape ; 
but the left column, commanded by General Grey,^ was so fortunate | 

as not to be discovered, and the Major-General conducted his march | 

with so much order and so silently, and made so good a disposition ; 

to surround the village of Old Taapan, where the regiment of | 

dragoons lay, that he entirely surprised them, and very few escaped I 

being either killed or taken. He lilrewise fell in with a small party I 

of militia, a few of whom were IdUed and some taken prisoners. I 

The whole loss on our side was one man lolled of the second bat- i 

talion of light infantry, which corps had the prineipril share in this ‘ j 

business, and behaved with their usual spmt aod alii'-niy. 

The 71st regiment, commanded by Lieut.-Ooionol Campbell,^ 1 

and the Queen’s ■r'.i.-r Ti.ril.- G h 1 ?>!’■.. \if.) i 

crossed the North !{: i- r • I: h* .i.-« -ih *'*■■■■, I 

and were to have co-operated with the other columns, were pre- ! 

vented, by the desertion of the three men before mentioned, from ■ * 

siuprising a body of militia, who by that means took the alarm and 
made their escape. 

I have the honom* to be, &o., 

COEirWALLIS. 

The following letter shows the temper of the American Con- 
gress, and how ready they were to avail themselves of the most 

1 Major-General, afterwards General Sir the place. .1 . i ’ 

Charles Grey, K.B., Colonel 3rd Dragoon hy the Am ■ . ' 

Guards, and Governor of Guernsey; created Ethan Allen was not effected without much 
Lord Grey June 23, 1801, and made Earl difficulty. M.P. for the Stilling boroughs 
Grey April 11, 1806; b, Oct, 23, 1729, d. from Nov. 1774 to July, 1780, and from 
Nov. 14, 1807 ; m. June 8, 1762, Elizabeth, July, 1789, till his death, 
dau. of George Grey, Esq., of Southwicb. ■'* T.!. .t.-C-.l;:;:.!. v.!;.-’..-T.i(';!!.-G;-:.'.:r..l 

He was aide-de-camp to Prince Ferdinand at .R-- G' v. s -'-'a i 

Minden. 1:. 1 . V.'. li- I>'v'. M.!’. t '-I. 

2 Lieut.-C-’--''.-J"-’"T-VV-;--..- ■. -J jv..,.'. >. v. iTO.) fo i «b. !7!i2, uin:: h; was 

Sir Archita . . iraid-: Gvvern.r!- .')f Fp; or Ciur;.!.". Tnl5v6 

Colonel 7-1 ■ , ■. , :V . h :.pi«yn ium C:.-.:' . 1 .!. 

Governor ! ;.■ n: O, 17c.l, : ) in-C;;;-.-: I.:!-.!;.:, lii-: i.ha i.;'. 

Feh. 7, ir-iv. He hai ■ ■ :'i ’ Li.rai.-Chn-.'r:.! Kny; 

1776, the vessel aboard which he was em- : I’.j (buin.in k IT'!'; ■!. ai. ih'r.ii), 

barked having run into Boston, not being ■', ITtJ. 

aware that tlie English troops had evacuated 

D 2 
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frivolous pretexts to avoid tlie execution of positive engagements. 
By tke Convention of Saratoga it was stipulated that tlie Britisli 
troops slioulcl be marclied to certain ports where transports were to 
meet them for their conveyance to England, on condition that 
until duly exchanged they should not serve against the Americans. 
By a gross violation of the terms (which Washington, when appealed 
to, could not deny), the men were removed into the interior of the 
country and not allowed to embark for Europe. To put an end to 
all doubt, the British Government proposed to exchange them for 
an equal number of American prisoners. In transmitting this pro- 
position to Congi-ess, Sir Hemy, in jhi’m but temperate language, 
remarked that the terms of the convention had not been observed, 
and that the claim for an exchange was therefore strengthened. 
ISfot only was the subjoined reply given, but the whole of the 
British prisoners were detained in captivity more or less close, tdl 
the termination of the war, the Americans preferring in this, as in 
several other similar cases, rather to violate their ]-ilodgo> than 
to allow the English the advantage of a roiiu'orconiciii oJ‘ trained 
troops. 


The Secrexahy of Conoress to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 1778. 

Your letter of the 19th was laid before Congress, and I am 
directed to inform you that the Congress of the United States of 
America malre no answer to insolent letters. 

I am, with due respect, Sh, your obedient humble servant, 

Chas. Thompson,^ Sec. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain. 

Mt Lord, mw York, Oct. a, 1778. 

On the return of the troops from the expedition to Bedford, 
&c.,- 1 proposed takmg a forward position with the army, as well 
to procmn a supply of forage (which we were mipii in wan!. (d‘), as 
to observe the motions of the rebel army, and to favour an expe- 
(htion to Egg Harbour, at which place the enemy had a number of 
privateers and prizes, and considerable salt-works. 

Accordingly, on the 22nd of last month, I requested Lord 
Cornwallis to take a po.sition between Newbridge on the Hacldn- 
saok Eiver in Jersey and Jludsoii’s Eiver; and Lieut-General 

^ Charles Thompson, b. in Ireland 1729, d. 1824. 



X778. 


LORD CORNWALLIS RETURNS TO ENGLAND. 


87 


Knypliausen one between Wepperbam, on tbe last of tliose riyers, 
and tbe Brnnx. 

In tbis situation, with tbe assistance of tbe flat boats, we could 
assemble tbe army on either side of tbe North E-iver in twenty-foin 
hours, and by our haying the command of that riyer as far as tbe 
highlands, Mr. Washing-ton could not assemble that of the rebels in 
ten days: to haye done it in Jersey he must haye quitted bis 
mountains and risked a general action in a country little fayourable 
to him. 

As by the move before mentioned tbe provinces of Jersey and 
New York were opened, we received a considerable supply of 
provisions, and a number of families came in. 

General Washington did not seem to show tbe least disposition 
to assemble his army, and the mflitia kept at a distance ; however, 
by a well-projected plan of Lord Cornwallis, almost an entire 
regiment of the enemy’s light dragoons were surprised and 
carried off. 

For the particulars of tbis, I beg leave to refer your lordship 
to Lord Cornwallis’s report, a copy of which I have the honour to 
enclose. H. Clinton. 

Later in the year Admiral Byron^ arrived with n fresh squndrou, 
but tbe weather was so stormy that he was unalJc to lihxOsj.ifK' 
Boston, and D’Estaing® escaped to the West Indies. Lord Corn- 
wallis, in the mean time, having received intelligence of the dan- 
gerous illness of Lady Cornwallis, resigned his command, and sailed 
for Europe, which he reached December 13th, 1778. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, York, Nov. 24, 1778. 

The army being now in winter quarters, and the defences 
of the different posts assigned, I have consented that Lieut-General 
Earl Cornwallis should return to England, where bis knowledge of 
tliis country and of our circumstances may during tins season be 

T . - n- idfatlier, whea 

: ' ■ . ■ ' , • . ' ■■■■■;' ■■ d'Estaing, h . 


tlie boat’ts crew in the 2nd canto of Don ' • 

Juan is mahiiy derived by Lord Dyron from admitted. 
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as serviceable as I have found bis experience and activity dui’mg 
tlie campaign. I ji^ave tbe bonour to be, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

Tbe British force in America, exclusive of Canada, &c., con- 
sisted, in tbe early part of 1779, of tbe following corps, as appears 
from an Army-list pubHsbed in that year “by authority ” at New 
York:— 

Beitish. 

1 General Sir Henry Clinton. 

1 Lient.-General .. .. Earl Cornwallis, 

15 Major-Generals. 

Cavalry ITth. Regiment. 

Guards 2 Battalions. 

Line 29 Battalions. 

Geemans. 

1 Lient.-General.. .. Knypbausen. 

6 Major-Generals, 

Line 22 Battalions. 

Exclusive of artillery and engineers, 25 <■. •• - . Pr. . i . ■? .7 .. f;- 
and 4 of cavalry. There were besid - i--'- „ : :■ ■■ r, - 

loyalists, and several regiments of militia. 

Tbe illness of Lady Cornwallis terminated fatally Eeb. 16, 
and during the remainder of the winter Lord Cornwallis took little 
or no part in pubbc affairs. He bad resigned bis command in 
America with the intentipn of remaining at home, but tbe loss be 
bad sustained altered bis views, and be determined again to offer 
Iiis services. 

Loud Geokoe Geemain to Sir Henry Clinton. ' 

SlE, Wliitehall, April 11, 1779. 

After I bad closed my despatches, Lord Cornwallis went to 
Court, and made an offer of services to tbe King, which you will 
not doubt bis Majesty was graciously ]ileased to accept ; and I have 
received bis Majesty’s commands, in f. -r, to recal 
and cancel the dormant commission g- ' i 1 mid you, 

in my letter No. 28, was signed by. tbe King for Major-General 
Taugban, and Lord Cornwallis is to return to Ms former situation of 
second in command to you. 

As you are well acquainted with bis LordsMp’s military merit 
and services, bis retmii to America cannot but be MgMy pleasmg 
to you, and your having so able an officer to second you in your 
operations, and share with you tbe cares and fatigues of so extensive 
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a command, mil, I hope, be an additional motive for your remain- 
ing in it, if any motive could be ■wanting to induce you to continue 
with satisfaction in a command, your exercise of wliich has already 
redounded so much to your own honom-, has been so beneficial to 
the public service, and repeatedly approved by the King. 

I have, &c.. 

Geo. Geemain. 

The affairs of America occupied much of the attention of Par- 
liament in the course of the spring. The only important debate in 
the House of Lords (at which Lord Cornwallis appears to have been 
present) was on a motion by Lord Bristol ^ to remove Lord Sand- 
wich® from, office, negatived by 78 to 39, of whom 26 signed a 
protest. In the House of Commons, Lord Howe and Sir William 
Howe, who thought that them characters had been unfairly im- 
pugned by Ministers, obtained a Committee of the whole House to 
investigate the conduct of the war in America. They considered 
Lord Cornwallis a material witness on their behalf, but a motion for 
Ar.-’dl 29. “as opposed by Lord North, and negatived 
1.|, I .'-i ' . i .■!•'. ( I'. \l.,\ 6 i; -yvas renewed and carried almost without 
opposition, and he was examined the foUovnng day. After all, his 
evidence was of little importance. He professed himself ready to 
reply to questions on facts, but declined giviag any answers on 
matters of opinion. He therefore refused to say whether he thought 
the movements of the troops under Sir WiUiam Howe judicious or 
not, and would only state generally that he had a high respect for 
Sir William’s military talents. The disaster at Trenton he attri- 
buted to the negligence and misconduct of the commanding officer. 
The Government summoned but few witnesses, and they spoke 
princij)ally as to the force of the respective armies. From the 
official returns, it appeared that on Aug. 1, 1777, there were, in- 
cluding sick, 37,512 rank and file at New York, and 3362 in other 
posts. The American army was never estimated by the witnesses 
at more than 16,000. After much time had been consumed, it was 
evident that the proceedings w^ould answer the purpose of neither 

^ Augustus Jolin, 3rd Esirl of Bristol, - i;:; F;:-! cf 1<. .Vc'. -1, 

Vice-Admiral of the Blue, b. May 19, 1724, 17'.;. :i. I?!-'.': v;. 7, i7-l;, 

d. Dec. 22,^1799 ; ^m. Aug. 5, 1744, Eliza- da.i. cf < h.-.rh., I.;!. Vh..-:;;:.:. ty.:-. 

iu.i'. for x>uiy ist. Eumunas ana oaitasu p'o/e-.i .Vi!-.;-'.;-.- a; F.e li;.;. .c a-..- 

: ■■ ■ f !. . ■ ■ . ■ . imdl770.' 

April, 1775, 
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party ; for while Sir William Howe failed to show that lie had not 
been duly supported by Ministers, they could substantiate no serious 
charge against Mm. On tbe 29tb of June the Committee, without 
opposition, adjourned sine die, and never , met again. Of course, no 
report was made. Lord Comw^allis soon after sailed from England, 
and arrived at New York early in August. 

Siu Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, New York, Aug. 20, 1779, 

I must beg leave to express how happy I am made by tbe 
retmm of Lord Oormvallis to this country. His Lordship’s inde- 
fatigable zeal, Ms Imowledge of the country, Ms professional ability, 
and the high estimation in wMch he is held by this army, must 
natm’ally give me the warmest confldence of efficacious support 
from him in every undertaking wMch opportunity may prompt and 
our circumstances allow. 

But Ms presence, my Lord, affords to me another source of 
satisfaction. When tliero is upon the spot an officer every way so 
well qualified to have the interests of his country entrusted to him, 
I should liojK: I might without difficulty bo relieved from a station 
■\\'hich nobody acquainted with its conditions will suppose to have 
jat light upon me. 

To say truth, my Lord, my spirits are worn out by struggling 
against the consequences of many adverse incidents, w^hdeh, without 
appearing publicly to aecount for my situation, have effectually 
opyirossod mo ; frt ruumr-rate them would be a painful and unneces- 
s;ii-y, jn;r:ii)|is ill: i!'i|uv>ji,-;r task. At the same time let me add, my 
Lord, that my zeal is unimpaired ; and were I conscious that my 
particular' efforts were necessary for his Majesty’s service, no cir- 
cumstance of jirivate feeling would raise within me a single wish of 
retirmg from the command. That, how^ever, is not the case ; for I 
do seriously give it as my opinion that, if the endeavours of any 
man ‘‘.-r present prospects, to be attended with 

succeE;. i.! ■■ i *, .v. foT mauy reasons, stands among the &st. 

I have only to lament that I came to the head of this army at 
a period of difficulty, when the urgency of affahs in different 
quarters, and motives of more immediate concern necessarily with- 
drew from tliis command the extensive support ’wMch its natuio 
required, and which I am convinced it would not otherwise have 
wanted. I acquiesce in the importance of those objects, wliich 
have cither actually diminished or have prevented the augmentation 
of my force. Yet I must say, that had oven the feeble reinforce- 
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ments wMcli I am still expecting arrived as early as I thoiiglit 
myself secure would liave been tbe case, I should have found 
myself enabled to attempt measures perhaps of serious consequence. 

Under my present circumstances, if I shall not have fulhllcd the 
expectation which may have been indulged from this army, I trust 
I shall always find the failure attributed to its just cause, the in- 
adequacy of my strength to its object. 

Thus circumstanced, and convinced that the force under my 
command at present, or that wiU be during this campaign, is not 
equal to the services expected from it, I mu“+ 
your Lordship to lay before his Majesty my b : i V 
that he will permit me to resign the command of this army to Lord 
Cornwallis, llis 31,ajcsly’s assent to this petition wiO. crown the 
many favours of which my heart wiU ever retain the most grateful 
remembrance. | 

I have the honour, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

The attempts at reconciliation made durmg the year 1778 had 1 

so totally failed that they were vof .1. ITie only hope ! 

now evidently rested on success in tne field, yet even this conviction ; 

does not appear to have infused much energy into the military : 

operations. ' During the absence of Lord CornwalHs little was done 
in the North by either side beyond the capture and re-capture of 
various insignificant posts. Nor was much more effected after his 
return, nor were his services required for any impoi’tnnt o]-)oratio! i. Ti i 
the South considerable advantages were gauic-fl. ( b ■..rgi!i Jiad lKh;:i. 
overrun, Augusta and Savannali were taken, and in October G-eneral 
Lincoln^ and the Comte D’Estaing, who endeavom’ed to recover 
the latter town, met with a most ignominious repulse. The de- 
claration of war by Spain was followed by the hivasion of British 
Florida, but the partial successes of the Sj)amards in some parts did 
not compeu-ntc for the losses they sustamed elsewhere. 

V ■(in.-idcriil/lc reinforcements were sent to Canada; but the 
alarm expressed by Governor Palling ^ for the safety of Jamaica 
induced Sir Henry Clinton to order to the West Indies the re- : 

mainder of the force destined for the North. Lord Cornwnllis 
offered to take the command of this expedition, .-md iict iiiill}- sdli.-d, ! 

23, ■ ‘.'•■..I, .'..v.v-Vum. ! :. ! 

2 Colonel, aftemards General Sir John ' *“ -i I! j 

Dalliiig, Bart., so created March 11, 1783, licsu LCc. IToi lu ITou. 

Colonel 37th Ilegiuiuut; d. Jan. 1708; tu. 
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Sept. 24, witli general instructions to provide for tlie safety of 
Jamaica, then, if possible, to take New Orleans, and finally to join 
Sir Henry Clinton at Savannab. Wby this arrangement was 
altered does not appear, but Lord OomwaUis returned in a few 
days to New York, leaving G-eneral Grant in command. Thus 
closed tbe year 1779, considerably to the advantage of the English, 
though no decisive blow had been struck. Sir H. Cliaton, Hke 
Sir W. Howe, was not satisfied with his position nor with the sup- 
port he received from Government. The letter tendering liis 
resignation has aheady been given ; the answer is now subjoined. 

Lord George Germain to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, Wliitehall, Nov, 4, 1779. 

I did not omit the earliest opportunity of laying before his 
Majesty your letter of 20th August, m wliich you express your 
deshe of being permitted to return to England and resign the com- 
mand of the troops to Lord Cornwallis. Though the King has 
great confidence in his Lordship’s abilities, yet his Majesty is too 
well satisfied with your conduct to wish to see the command of Iiis 
forces in any other hands.* 

You have had too recent proofs of his Majesty’s favour to doubt 
of liis rcy"'! npr’-oL-y T^'r •'•’'"■"•^orcements sent to you have 
been as •: the present situation of this 

country, when so many different services must be attended to, and 
when the powerful enemies we are engaged with require the utmost 
exertions for the protection of this kingdom, and for the defence of 
its extensive dominions. 

If, however, you shall stiU, under the present circumstances, wish 
to retire, upon receiving your final resolution upon that subject, I 
shall lay it immediately before the King, and I should hope that 
his Majesty, though reluctantly, would comply with your request. 

I am, &c., 

Geo. Gbemain. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Siege of Oliarlestown — The British advance into the interior of the country — 
Abuse of “ protections ” — Command devolves on Lord Cornwallis — His 
arrangements for government of the province — Advance of General Gates — 
His total defeat by Lord — Ch i ■. !-;.l .Scr .pie" surprised by Tarleton 

— Punishment of deserters — Heieau oi Major Ferguson by the Rebel militia 

— Winter-quarters at Wynnesborough — Colonel Tarleton attacks Sumpter 
and is T'"'; nl.'.;il - •CoviV'-i-'M'.h-r.oe with General Greene — Employment of 
Indians — Euecls of the campaign of 1780. 

The departure of the French from the coast, after their repulse 
at Savannah, left Sir Henry Clinton at liberty to attempt the long- 
projected reduction of the Southern provinces. This step was the 
more imjjortant, as the financial resources of the Americans 
greatly depended on the sale of the Virginian tobacco, which was 
mostly exported from the Chesapeake. The expedition sailed 
from Hew York December 26, 1779 ; but, mainly owing to bad 
weather, did not reach the rende 2 wous at Tybee till the end of 
Januaiy ; and the army did not break ground before Charlestown 
till April 1. Sir Henry OHnton himself commanded the besieging 
army, and detached Lord Cornwallis, with about 1900 men, across 
Ooofier River, to iutercept all communication between the garrison 
and the country, a service which he very effectively performed. 
Though romovfrd from (he seen'..* of more active operations, he was 
iuixioirs to slmrc tli.c j)en]s of iliO expected assault. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camp at Manigolls, May 7, 1780, 9 VM, 

. , . I am glad to hear that everything looks so well on 

your side. If you find that the enemy are obstinately bent on 
trying the fate of a storm, I shall take it as a favour if you will let 
me be of the party. I can be with you in eight hours from your 
sending to me. I should be happy to attend my old friends, the 
grenadiers and light infantry, and perhaps you may think that on 
an occasion of that sort yon cainutr have, many olhc'-r.-. .[ can 
only say that, unless you -oo ai-v inconvi-nic-ace to l:iio si Tviro, it is 
my hearty wish to attend you on that occasion. As it may not be 
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proper to commit to writing, if you should ax3prove of it, your 
saying your Lordship will take a ride at such an hour, will be 
sufficient. ^ 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The assault, however, never took place, as, on May 12th, Gene- 
ral Lincoln surrendered with about 6000 men, 400 pieces of artil- 
lery, and large magazines. Ten vessels, mounting from 16 to 60 
guns, were also taken. The loss of the British from the com- 
mencement of the siege amounted to little more than 250 Idlled 
and wounded. 

Three separate corps were immediately sent into the interior of 
the country : one to take possession of Ninety-Six ; another to move 
ujmn Augusta; while the third, under Lord Cornwallis, was to 
attack the only body of rebels remaining in arms in South 
Cai'olina. These three objects were all successfully accomplished. 


Eakl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 


Sir, Camden, June 2, 1780. 

Ill my letter of the 30th of last month, I enclosed a note 
from Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton,^ wrote in great haste from the field 
-of action ; and I eNjilained my reasons for sending the detachment 
under his command in pursuit of the enemy. 

I have now the honour of transmitting to you Ms account of 
the march and engagement, with tjie loss on both sides. 

I can only add the highest encomiums on the conduct of 
Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton. It wfil give me the most sensible satis- 
faction to hear that your Excellency has been able to obtain for 
him some distinguished mark of his Majesty’s favour. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Colonel, afterwards General Sir Banastre 
Tarleton, Bart., G.C.B., Colonel 21st Di’a- 
goons, b. Aug. 21, 1754, d. Jan. 23, 
1833; m. Dec, 17, 1798, Sns.m PrisciRa, 
a natural dau. of Robert, 4th Duke of An . 
caster. Colonel Tarleton lived for some 


broken oif, and is said to Inave received con- 


siderable sums -of money from her, M.P. 
for Livei-pool from 1790 to 1806, and again 
from 1807 to 1812. In the House of Com- 
mons he was notorious for his criticisms 
upon military matters, the value of which 
may be estimated, from the fact that ho 
almost uniformly condemned the Duke of 
Wellington. 
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Liecjt.-Colonel Tarleton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My TjORD, Waxhaws, May 30, 1780. 

I liaye tlie honour to inform you that, yesterday at three 
o’clock, P.M., after a march of 105 miles in 54 hours, with the corps 
of cavalry, the infantry of the legion mounted on horses, and a 
thi-ee-pounder, at Waxhaws, near the line wliich divides North 
from South Carolina, the rebel force, commanded by Colonel Bur- 
ford, consisting of the 11th Virginia and detachments of other 
regiments from the same province, with artillery and some cavalry, 
were brought to action. 

After the summons, in which terms similar to those accepted 
by Charlestown were offered, and positively rejected, the action 
commenced in a wood : the attacks were pointed at both flanks, 
the front and reserve by 270 cavalry and infantry blended, and at 
the same instant aU were equally victorious, few of the enemy 
escaping, except the commanding officer, by a precipitate flight on 
horseback. 

It is above my ability to say anything in commendation of the 
bravery and execution of officers and men. I leave their merit to 
your Lordship’s consideration. 

I have the honour, &o.. 

Ban. Taeleton, Lieut.-Col., 

Commanding British Legion. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camden, June 2, 1780. , 

. . . I have sent emissaries to our friends in North 
Carolina, to state my situation to them, and to submit to them 
whether it would not be prudent for them to remain quiet, until I 
can give them effectual support, which could only be done by a 
force remaining in the country. At the same time I assured them 
that, if they thought themselves a match for their enemies without 
any regular force, and were determined to rise at all events, I 
would give them every assistance in my power, by incursions of 
light troops, furnishing ammunition, ifeo. 

Although in this sanguine moment, I may appear slow and 
cautions to some who overiSow with zeal, I must trust you will find 
my conduct in this business both active and vigorous. 

I have, &o., 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Brigadier- General Pattison/ Commandant 
AT Charlestown. 

Dear Sir Camden, June 10, 1780. 

It is with great concern that I find the Commander-in-Chief 
adopted the idea of granting indiscriminate protections, by which 
means some of the most violent rebels and persecutors of the whole 
province are 1 o-d are promised to be pro- 
tected in th |- | s" You wiU see by the 

inclosed regulations, that ail persons in whom we can place any 
confidence will be militia-men ; the remainder therefore must be 
considered as disaffected. All persons who have got these pro- 
tections, and who cannot be safely received into the mihtia, must 
be obliged to give up their protections, and their paroles must be 
taken as inisoners of wari I should wish it to be publicly known, 
that no more protections will be granted, and that those ah’eady 
given will be recalled, unless the conduct and characters of the 
possessors entitle them to be trusted to bear arms in the militia or 
provincial corps. I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

I should wish you to disarm the districts near you, as we cannot 
show too soon that we are in earnest. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour.® 

Dear Balfour, Camden, June 11, 1780. 

. . . I yesterday met, by accident, with a Proclamation 
issued June 1st, by Sir H. Clinton and the other Commissioners. 
I was at first startled at it, and at the effect it had oh the people 
of the country. However, on considering it attentively, it appears 
vague and nugatory, and does not materially affect any part of my 
plan. I likewise find that the Aidc=-dr-cnmp at head quarters 
have been d-ritltiriug some of the most 

violent ani ;■ I- >■: and loyal subjects. I must, 

however, .-.-li- l; i - ■ ' sle obstacles, persevere steadily 

iu my plan. All those possessing these protections who come 
under the description of being sent to the Islands,® must have their 

* BrigadiGr, nftovwnrds General, James ."■■■’ ' r 1796 ^ 

PatCisun, Col.-ComnuiiiJiiut R.A. ; d. Feb. ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 302. 

1805.' ^ ersons 

2 Colonel Nesbit Balfour, afterwards a ■ ■ . ■ ' . were 

General, and Colonel 39th Regiment, b. removed to some or tiie numerous jsjands on 
1743, d. Got. 10, 1823; unman-ied. M.P. the coast of South Carolina. 
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protections taken a\\'ay, and proper paroles substituted. AH otliers 
wlio are not sufficiently loyal to be admitted into tlie militia, must 
have tlieir protections exclianged for common paroles. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Innes.' 

Dear Sir, Camden, June 16, 1780. 

Mills® bas been premature in his rising ; but as be lives in a 
remote corner of the country, q^uite out of our way, and insists 
upon defending tbe settlements of bimself and bis followers, we 
must let him act. I have used every expedient in my power to 
induce our friends in North CaroHna to remain at borne and get in 
tbeir harvest, and by no means to thinlc of rising till I send to 
them ; and I have reason to think now that they have all ac- 
quiesced, though very unwillingly. I must beg you wiU let Mills 
have a little ammunition, and you must absolutely send some tole- 
rably intelligent officer with him, to insist positively on his acting 
only on the defensive, and to put him in the way of doing so. 
Should he act offensively, he might endanger the bringing on a 
premature rising in the province, and ruin aU om* plans for the 
reduction of North Carolina. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis had strongly d''pr.''c,ct^d any pr.”'T!rt;:rn rising 
in North Carolina, which might exj^- — - i:'-.': i ■ I j i-:.! off in 

detail, as he pmposed to march in the beginiiiiig of ,Sc;j-ii.:!i!li(,‘r 
into the back parts of that province, which he (;!!U;i'inii!e'l SiMigiiiiie 
hopes of reducing. In a letter to Sir H, Clinton, June 30, an- 
nouncing this intention, Lord Cornwallis expresses his opinion, that 
if his efforts should prove successful. North Oaroliua would effec- 
tually cover G-eorgia and South Carolina, and that the whole might 
be retained with a force no larger than was required for the latter 
province alone. 

1 Alexander Innes, Colonel of the South militia. He Vas hanged in cold blood by 

'■ ."ll- , i - the Americans after the defeat of Major Fci-- 

. . ■ ■ >■ ■■■ ■. guson. 
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Eael Coenwallis to Vice-Admieal Arbuthnot.‘ 

Dear SjE,. Charlestown, June 29, 1780. 

I liope you will not be offended wlien I assure you that tlie 
Proclamation of tbe Commissioners, of tbe 1st, and that of tbe 
General, of tlie 3rd, did not at all contribute to tbe success of my 
operations. Notbing can in my opinion be so prejudicial to tlie 
affairs of Great Britain as a want of discrimination. Tou will cer- 
tainly lose your friends by it, and as certainly not gain over your 
enemies. Tbere is but one way of inducing tbe violent rebels to 
become our friends, and tbat is by convincing them it is tbeir inte- 
rest to be so. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Almost immediately after tbe fall of Charlestown proclama- 
tions bad been issued by Sir Hemy Clinton, calling upon all well- 
disposed persons to enrol themselves in tbe militia for a limited 
term of service, and denouncing severe punishment against those 
who should take up arms on tbe other side. Paroles were requned 
from such as could not be trusted, but various privileges and im- 
munities were to be granted to the well-affected. Tbe good effects 
of these proclamations were totally undone by those of a later date, 
of which Lord Cornwallis so strongly complninof). since they con- 
verted into active spies numbers who, if not rj-i<‘ii>!ly, were inclined 
to be tranquil, and threw the whole province into a dangerous 
ferment. 

On the departure, June 5, of Sir Henry Clinton to the north- 
ward, the command, civil as weU as military, devolved on Lord 
Cornwallis, who with only 4000 regular troops and a few pro- 
vincials had not only to occupy several important posts® widely 
distant from each other, but also to maintain in the field an 
efficient t'^ r'^pel : ■ yt r’.' Ly^he American Generals 

to invade " !'.• v-,-;. .. i e rising spirit of dis- 
affection was another p.,--. ■ ‘ ! ■ - , B f-i-- 

operations it was also incumbent upon him to ';.i I 
system of civil government for the province, and to organise an 

^ Admiral Marriott Arbuthnot, b. 1711, town, Camden, Augusta, and Savannah; 
d. Jan. 31, 1794; he is said by Ghai-nock to besides Chei-aw Hill, George Town, Rocky 
have been nephew of Hr. jfrbuthnot, tbe N::.-,-! .'-Sn'. and Beaufort, and other 

friend of Pope. 

® The principal of these posts were Charles- 
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efficient police. For tliis purpose Lord Cornwallis returned to 
Charlestown, where he was for a considerable time occupied 
with these difficult but nefp^snry arrcngenients. They were 
completed in a manner A\:i!(;!i n.iicvrici the highest credit on 
his administrative talents, but it would be tedious to enter 
upon the details. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon.* 

My DEAE LoED, Chai’lestown, June 29, 1780. 

The affair of Tryon County^ has given me great concern. 
Although I had my apprehensions that the flame would break out 
somewhere, the fplly and imprudence of om’ friends are unpardon- 
able. I desire you will inform Lieut,-Colonel Hamilton® that I 
wish him to come to town immediately, and would have him 
acquaint his officers before he leaves the regiment, that if I hear 
of any more instances of irregularity about recruiting, or dis- 
obedience of orders, I will put the regiment iuto garrison on 
SuUivan’s Island. 

You will please to order Major Doyle ^ to examine all recruits 
that are brought to any of the provincial corps, and if it appears 
that any of them are rebel prisoners, they must be sent to town 
escorted by an officer and ]iarty of the corps which has enlisted 
them, and you will report to me the name of the officer by whom 
they were enlisted. 

I think I mentioned to you that it will be proper to give 
higher rank to the majors of militia, as soon as proper persons 
can be found to succeed them as majors. Perhaps you need 
not wait even for that, as the being caEed Colonel will help to 
give them authority. You will please to give orders to send on 
parole to the Islands all who come under the description of my 
order. 


1 Francis Lord Rawdon, afterwards Earl 
of Moira, K.G. and G.C.B., created Marc[ais 
of Hastings, Dec. 7, 1816, a General and 
Colonei 27th Re".inieiit ; h. Dec. 9, 1754-, d. 
Xor. 28, 1886 '• in. July 12, 1804, Flora, 
Counti.'Ss of Loudon in her own right. He 
saw much service, and distinguished himself 
highly : Governor- General of India from Oct. 

IQiq . p-- 'I <• 


. ■ I to 1783,’ 

risen in the end of 


June under Colonel More, but were defeated 
by Colonel Rutherford. 

® Lieut. - Colonel John Hamilton, North 
Carolina Volunteers, one of the best of the 


Us.- ■ ■ ..r. ih, 

U ■ :rui.r.:.'r" \\.r. !. - !T 

to 1798. 


VOL. I. 
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I have received from my brother^ a very satisfactory account 
of his engagement with La Motte Picquet.^ 

Believe me, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sib Henry Clinton. 

gjjj Cliarlestown, July 14, 1780. 

About the time that the Beaumont sailed with my last 
letters, I received despatches from Pensacola, wliich I transmit to 
your Excellency. I was extremely sorry to learn that the state 
of the jdace, and that of their enemies in the neighbourhood of it, 
was very different from what I had heard a few days before tlmough 
the channel of a private letter from St. Augustine ; and I am the 
more concerned, as the relative situation of this place, the state of 
the naval affairs here, and the present condition of the province, 
render it utterly impossible for me to give assistance ; for to at- 
tempt it ivith any degree of prudence, and to do it effectually, a 
convoy would bo wanted of more considerable force than could be 
given Iroiii. hence, and a greater detachment of troops than could 
be spared consistent with the security of this important province. 

In case of a misfortune at Pensacola, St. Augustine becomes a 
frontier in this quarter, and I think I shall direct Lieut.-Colonel 
Clarke ® to take the command there with the regiment of Weissen- 
bach and some provincials, and remove the detachments of the 
60th (upon which from them composition there can be no great 
dependence to Savannah, to assist in the interior business of the 
province. For with East Florida in our possession on one side, 


^ Hon. William Cornwallis, Captain R.N., 
afterwai-ds Admiral of the Red, G. C.B. ; b, Feb. 

■1 , I ■ ■ , ■ ■ ' r ; ■ ■ - 

mouth to June, 1790, and again for Eye to' 

i.v .? ■. among omers, ne 

V, h;'..--.f to be called Sir 

William, after he had received the Bath. 
The action alluded to in the text was fought 
off St. Lucie, March 25 ; the English squa- 
dron consisted of the Lion, 64, and two 
other small sail-of-the-lme. The French of 
4 sevent 5 '-foii!vi and 3 fi-igates. They sepa- 
rated inter figlitmg for 24 hours; and when 
i. -.!. C ..1 . .. . <. , : ■ had been rein- 

•' i ■ - 2 frignies, the 

‘ ' 1 ■ ■ ihe engagement. 

If . I . . , ■ T 5 saii-of-the-line 


and 1 frigate before 13 sail-of-the-line, 14 
frigates, and 3 other small ships, took place 
June 17, 1795. 

2 Comte Guillaume Picquet de la Motte, 


shal, Sir Alured Clarke, K.B., and Colonel of 
the 7th Regiment, b. 1745, d. Sept. 16, 1832 ; 
married Catherine d. of Orby Hunter, Esq. 
She had previously run away with Lord 
Pembroke. (See Horace Walpole’s Letters.) 
Commander-in-Ghief at Madras and Bengal 
from Jan. 1796 to July, 1801 ; for a few 
months in 1798 he was Acting Governor- 
General. He commanded at the capture of 

tUo r’nno lyoc; 

‘ . 'of 

to 
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and South Carolina on the other, it is not j)robable that Georgia 
can be an object to any foreign enemy. 

Since my arrival at this place I have been omnlcivofl in the 
internal regulations of the province, and settling (lie aiiliiii! ■•i’the 
lower districts, both of which are in forwardness ; and I have kept 
up a constant correspondence with the frontiers and the interior 
parts of North Carolina, whore the asjDect of affahs is not so peace- 
able as when I wrote last, Sumpter,^ with about 1500 militia, is 
advanced as far as the Catawba settlement. Lord Eawdon reports 
to me that many of the disaffected South Carolinians from the 
Waxliaw and other settlements on the frontier, whom he had put 
on parole, have availed themselves of the general release of the 
20th of J line, and have joined General Sumpter. 

Accounts from Yirgiuia through different channels say that 
2500 of them militia liad lbl]ow(;d De Kalbe,® that the Assembly 
had voted 5000 men, to be immediately drafted to serve as a corps 
of observation, and had vested them Governor with absolute power 
dm’ing their recess. The Government of North Carolina is like- 
wise making great exertions to raise ] i- ■■■■ ■; ,i,." 

friends in the most cruel manner, in -j- ■■■ -i ■\ 

Bryan,® although he had promised to wait for my orders, lost all 
patience and rose with about 800 men on the Yadkin, and by a 
difficult and dangerous march joined Major McArthur ^ on the 
borders of Anson county ; about two-thirds only of his people were 
armed, and those I believe but indifferently. 

The effects of the exertions which the enemy are maldng in 
those two jirovincos, will, I make no doubt, be exaggerated to us. 
But uj)on the vhole there is every reason to believe that their plan 
is not only to defend North Carolina, but to, commence offensive 
operations immediately; which reduces me to the necessity, if I 
wanted the inclination, of following the plan wliich I had the 
honour of transmitting to your Excellency in my letter of the 30th 
of June,® as the most effectual means of keeping up the spirits of 
our friends and securmg tins province. To enable me to begin 
first, I am using every possible despatch in trnnsi'Hortirg to Camden 
rum, salt, regimental stores, arms, and iMniiSiiniiioii, u liidi. on ac- 
count of the distance and excessive heat of the season, is a work 
of infinite laboiu*, and requires a considerable time. The want of 


1 Major-Gfineral Thos, Sumpter, b, 1734, 
d. June 1, 1832. 

2 Major-General the Baron de Kalbe, b, 
1752, killed Aug. 19, 1780 ; m. 1767, Ma- 
demoiselle Anne Emilie Van Robais ; he was 
a native of Anspach, and had commanded a 
German regiment in the French service, with 


■■■ .i-! Bry-.'!. loyalist; his 

■ A;'-. - : M’.. ! ' 71st regi- 

i; ;-!!/, I.;..-::. -.el 60th regi- 

ment. Left the service Kov. 18, 1790. 

6 See Appendix. 
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subordination and confidence of our nadlitia in themselves, will make 
a considerable regular force always necessary for the defence of 
the province, until North Carolii a i- ;■ ""V ■•■-■I':.-- 3 d. It will be 

needless to attempt to take any '■ : -i-.:' ' ■ I :■ of the South 
Carolina militia with us when we advance ; they can only be looked 
upon as Kght troops, and we shall find friends enough in the next 
province of the same quality, and we must not undertake to supply 
too many useless mouths. 

When the troops march into North Carolina it wiU. be abso- 
lutely necessary to get supplies up some of the principal rivers of 
that province ; I therefore thought it proper to apply to Captain 
Hemy to detain the Sandwich, which will be more useful to us 
than any frigate in the service, and could not in my opinion be 
much wanted at New York, where the Admiral^ will have it in his 
power to fit up so many vessels of the same kind. Cnptain TTonry 
has consented, and I hope to procmn, with her assistance and the 
galleys, a tolerable water-communication pretty high up the coun- 
try. T’ ‘ C .■ I"*-- ' dv I- ■ r ids the coast before the 

month - ■ N „■ ■■ ■ .1 1 i' : = to certain destruction. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Head Quarters, Phillipsburgh, July 14, 1780. 

... Agreeable to the mtimation I had the honour of 
giving Jime 1, I request you will send me as soon as possible what 
troops you can spare. I think you may give 2500 men ; so I have 
not sent the baggage on. The enemy intend to attack Canada ; but 
Washington has not been able to recruit his army. . . . 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

In another despatch, dated the following day. Sir Henry Clinton 
announces, that instead of attempting a diversion on the scale ori- 
ginally proposed, he should only send 1000 men to Elizabeth 
Eiver. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlE, CLorlestown, Aug, 6, 1780. 

' I have received your letters of the 14th and 15th of July, 
and am very glad to find by the latter, that you do not place much 

^ Admiral Ai-buthnot. 
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dependence on receiving troops from lienee. My letter of tlie 14th 
by the Halifax, wiU have convinced yon of the impossibility of 
weakening the force in this province, and everytliing wliich has 
happened since that time tends more strongly to coufii-m it. The 
general state of things in the two provinces of North and South 
Carolina, is not very materially altered since my letters of the 14th 
and 15th of last month were written. Frequent slmmiishes with 
various success have '',mpp'''"e''l H'' r^ountry between the Catawba 

Hiver and Broad River. I ■■■ ■■sili.' i (-i the district about Tiger and 
Ennorce rivers was formed by us under a Colonel Floyd d Colonel 
Neal, the Rebel colonel, had fled ; but Lieut.-Colonel Lisle, who 
had been paroled to the Islands, exchanged, on his arrival in 
Charlestown, his parole for a certificate of his being n gocifi snl'jc'ei , 
returned to the country, and carried off the whole battalion to join 
General Sumpter at Catawba. We have not, however, on the whole 
lost ground in that part of the country. On the eastern part of the 
province we have been more unfortunate. Major M‘ Arthur seeing 
the great importance of the post at Cheraw Hill, and finding 
liimself perfectly secure from any attack of the enemy, desfred to 
continue there longer than it was intended he should when I had 
the honour of writing to you on the 15th. At last, however, the 
71st regiment grew so exceedingly sickly, that he found it abso- 
lutely necessary to move, and marched on the 24th to the east 
branch of Linches Creek. Gates,^ who has taken the command of 
De Kalbe’s corps, was stfll on Deep River; and Rutherford no 
further advanced than Rocky River. Knowing of no enemy 
within many miles, he ventured to send about one hundred sick in 
boats down the Pedee to George Town. By this time, the reports 
industriously propagated m r.f n large army coming 

from the northward had I' ■■■ .i ; our friends, encou- 

raged our enemies, and determined the wavering agaiust us — to 
which our not advancing and acting offensively likewise contributed. 
Colonel Mills, who commanded the militia of the Cheraw district, 
though a very good man, had not complied with my instructions in 
forming his corps ; but he placed more faith in oaths and profes- 
sions, and attended less to the former conduct of those he admitted. 
The instant this militia found that M'Arthm’ had left his post, and 
were assured that Gates would come there the next day, they 

^ Colonel Floyd, a loyalist, d. 1826; m. 10, 

Arabella, dan. of David Jones, Esq., a Judge arm;.. i sv.--;;, 

in New York- ' the ii ' , . : ■ ■ . ■ 

2 Major-General Horatio Gates, son of Prince Jberdinand aum-eiiera! invuiu.cji ; ne 
a clergyman at Malden in F.sse.v, and god- was a Virginian, hut ijufoie Lis he. 

son of Horace Walpole ; b. 1728, d. April liberated all his slaves. 
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seized tlioir own officers and the hundred sick, and carried them all 
prisoners into North Carolina. Colonr-1 with diffienhy i!i;ide 
his escape to George Town, where I ii!;inih;d ihr \\ v iny.-',^ 

whose party was much wealrened by siclmess. The whole coimtry 
between Pedee and Santee has ever since been in an absolute state 
of rebellion, every fiiend of Government has been carried off, and 
his plantation destroyed. This unfortunate business, if it should 
have no worse consequences, wiU shake the confidence of our friends 
in this province, and malm our situation very uneasy until we can 
advance. The wheat-harvest in North Carolina is now over ; but 
the weather is still excessively hot, and notwithstanding oim utmost 
exertions, a great part of the rum, salt, clothing and necessaries 
for the soldiers, and the arms for the provincials and ammunition 
for the troops, are not very far advanced on their way to Camden. 
However, if no riUiled-il i-ih-iTnpiiuii h:iji}H,;i.-, this business will be 
nearly accompli-!^.;d in u iViriaiuhi (t il'rt-.; weeks. It may be 
doubted by - mi;! whiMla.'v dn; [nv}i.-!'>ii of North Carolina may be a 
prudent measure ; but I am convinced it is a necessary one, and that if 
we do not attack that province, we givt.- up Suii’ ii Ciii>ili!!ii 

and Georgia, and rethe within the v.ii!!- oil iiiirie-vnuii. Cur i->;.ui-- 
ances of attachment from om- poor distressed friends m North 
Carolina are as strong as ever ; and the patience and fortitude 
with wMch those unhappy people bear the most oppressive and 
cruel tyranny that ever was exercised over any country, deserve 
om greatest admiration. The Highlanders have offered to form a 
regiment as soon as we enter the country, and have desired that 
Governor Martin® may he their chief; I have consented, with the 
ranlc of Lieut.-Colonel Commandant. The men they assure iis are 
already engaged. An early diversion in my favom in Chesapeak 
Bay will he of the greatest and most important advantage to ray 
operations. I most earnestly hope that the Admiral 'will be able to 
spare a convoy for that pm’pose. p 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlE, Charlesto^\^l, Ang. 10, 1780. 

I yesterday received an express from Camden, mformmg me 
that Gates, with CaswaU.® and Rutherford, was advancing and 

2 W-:---,'.-. v.":, of Long Island; he was half-brother 

Colo-.; . i;!; . i.;-;;- A-.- to SamiiRnhu-lin, Seej-etnry of the Treasury 

July 31, 1789, ^ .^vho wounded Wilses in a duel. 

Joskb Martin, Governor of North Caro- ® Richard Caswall, afterwards a Mnfor- 
lina m 1770, b. April 23, 1737, d. 1786; General, Governor of North Carolina, d. Nov, 
in., 1701, Lliziileth, dau, of Josuih Martin, 20, 1789, 
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making eyeiy appearance of attacldbg Lord Eawdon; he liad 
assembled on the west brancli of Linches Greek at Robei’tson’s, tlie 
23rd, 33rd, 71st, and Volunteers of Ireland. Our troops nro in ge- 
neral sickly, tke 71st so much so, that the two I'oiiiiii. ius lijiv.j not 
more than 274 men under arms. Sumpter attacked liis post at 
Hanging Eock, where the infantry of the Legion and Governor 
Browne’s^ corps were posted. He was repulsed, but not without 
difficulty. Our loss was considerable, five officers killed and four 
wounded. These accounts, added to the infidelity of our mihtia, 
are not pleasing. I am just going to join the army, and hope to 
get there before anytlung of consequoneo happens. 

If we succeed at present, .-ind .-tljic lo penetrate into Noi-th 
Carolina, without which it is impossible to hold tbis province, your 
Excellency will see the absolute necessity of a diversion in the 
Chesapeak, and that it must be done early. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The same evening Lord Cornwallis left Charlestown, and arrived 
at Camden on the 13th. Two alternatives were presented for his 
choice : either to abandon 800 sick, with aU his stores, and retreat to 
Charlestown, which he could have reached without any material diffi- 
culty ; or with a very inferior force to fight the Americans, who were 
about 7000 strong. The fii'st involved the total loss of the whole 
province ; the second, the very serious risk of a defeat, considering 
the inequality of numbers. Lord Cornwallis, as might have been 
expected from his bolder line, and in the 

evening of the 15th : ■ \ i : iJ ■ > Mfils. It happened, 

sing-ularly enough, that General Gates had also determmed to 
engage, and before daybreak the following morning the two armies 
met, each moving towards the other. After a long and obstinate 
contest. General Gates was totally defeated. 

Two days later, Colonel Tarleton by a rapid march, surprised 
near Catawba Ford, General Sumpter, who with a corps of about 
800 men was escorting 230 prisoners, and a large quantity of 
stores, artillery, and ammunition. Sumpter liimself escaped, 
though with difficulty, but his whole corps was killed, taken, or 
dispersed.® 

1 Daniel Browne, t. 1756, emigi’ated in CSr". . 3 generals 

fic’ ; S;- f.l !:■; I’.e close ii '.-.- n *'. ' the details 

( \ vr rlr : where ..o;' I.,-.-; ■ ■■ awallis and 

2 The total American loss in the two 


56 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. III. 


MoENiiirG State, Attgttst 16. 

Ofllcors, Non-Comraissioned Officers, &c 

Rank and File 


Casualties that Day. 

Non-Com. Ofacers, 
OiHcers. and Rank and File. 

2 .. .. 66 

18 .. .. 227 

— .. .. 11 


At Catawba Poku. 

Idled .. .. 1 .... 8 

Wounded .. .. — .... 6 


Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 


289 

1914: 

2233 


Total. 

68 

215 

11 

321 


9 


15 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Cruger.' 


Sir, Camden, Aug. 18, 1780. 

I have tlie pleasure to inform you, tliat on tlie morning 
of tlie lOtli, I attacked and totally defeated General Gates’s 
army ; above 1000 were lolled and wounded, and about 800 
taken prisoners. We are in possession of eight pieces of brass 
cannon — all they had in the field, all their ammunition, waggons, 
a great number of arms, and 130 b-:-:r in short, 

there never was a more complete G written to 

Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull,® who is with Major Ferguson® on Little 
Eiver, to j)ush on to Waxhaw after General Sumpter, whose 
detachment is at present the only collected force of the rebels 
in all this country. Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton is in pursuit of 
Sumpter on this side. I have given orders that all the inhabitants 
of till® lu’oviupe, who had svhmitted, and who have taken part in 
tbis i-.,.'V.-li, he punished with the greatest rigour, that they 
slior.kl b.(- impri^nuod, and their whole property taken fi-om them 
or dv'i.o.n i.;(l ; .! hn'.e likewise directed that compensation should 
be made out of their elfects to the persons who have been ^lun~ 
dered and oppressed by them. I have ordered in the most positive 
manner, that every militia man who had borne arms with ns and 
had afterwards joined the enemy should he immediately hanged. 


1 Lieut.-Colonel J. Hams Cruger com- 

. . ■ f 

■ ■ ■ . . . s 

! V... ...e 


property was confiscated. 

2 Lieut.-Colonel George Turnbull com- 
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I have now, Sir, only to desire that you will take the most mgorous 
measures to extinguish the rehellim in the district in which you 
command, and that you will obey in the strictest manner the direc- 
tions I have given in this letter, relative to the treatment of the 
country. I intend sending a frigate directly to England; any 
letters winch you may send immediately to Charlestown will be in 
time for it. I &c., 

COENW ALLIS. 

Our loss is about 300 killed and wounded, chiefly of the 33rd 
regiment and Yolunteexs of Ireland. 


Earl Coriiwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlEj Camden, Aug. 23, 1780. 

. I have not yet heard any accounts from North Ca- 
rolina ; but I hope that om.’ friends will immediately take arms, as 
I have directed them to do. The diversion of the Chesapeak will 
he of the utmost importance. The troops here have gained repu- 
tation, but they have lost numbers, and there can he no doubt that 
the enemy wili use every effort to repel an attack ; which if suc- 
cessful, must end in their losing ah the Southern colonies. 

I have likewise to observe, that if a general exchange should 
take place, the enemy’s prisoners should, m my opinion, be deh- 
vered at the same place as ours are sent in. The rebels now 
confined at Charlestown are almost all continentals and of the old 
country, and would if released from hence, soon form a corps on 
the frontiers of Ynginia, far superior in number to the troops under 
my command; and I do not tliink if the prisoners were all re- 
moved, that I could draw any considerable the 

garrison of Charlestown, considering the gre .i i ■ : ■ ' : ■ . - i . ; : ! M ■ , 

removed from thence. 

It is difficult to form a plan of operations, which must depend 
so much on chcumstances ; but it at present appears to me, that I 
should endeavour to get as soon as possible to Hfllsborough, and 
there assemble and try to arrange the friends who are inclined to 
arm in om' favour, and endeavour to form a very large maga 2 iine 
for the whiter, of flour and meal from the country, and of rum, 
salt, &c., from Cross Creek, which I understand to be about eighty 
miles’ carriage. But all this will depend on the operations which 
your ExceEency may think projior to pursue in the Chesapeak, 
which appears to me, next to the security of New York, to be one 
of the most important objects of the war. I can only repeat what 
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I liaye often had the honour of saying to you : that wherever you 
may tliink my presence can be most conducive to his Majesty’s 
service, thither I am at all times ready and willing to go. 

1 have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camden, Aug. 29, 1780. 

I send duplicates of my letters of the 28rd, and of those 
of the 6th and 10th of this month. Nothing very material has 
ocem-red since the 23rd. We receive the strongest professions of 
friendship from North Carolina. Om- friends however, do not seem 
inclined to rise until they see our array in motion. The severity 
of the Eebel government has so terrified and totally subdued the 
minds of the people, that it is very difficult to rouse them- to any 
exertions. The taking that violent and cruel incendiary General 
Eutherford^ has been a lucky circumstance, but the indefatigable 
Sumpter is again in the field, and is beating up for recruits with the 

'i !■ W is going with a detachment of the 63rd regiment, 
mounted, some refugees, provincials, and militia, to disarm in the 
, most rigid manner, the country between Santee and Pedee, and to 
IDimish severely all those who submitted or pretended to live peace- 
ably under his Majesty’s Government since the reduction of 
Charlestown, and have joined in this second revolt ; and I ordered 
him to hang up all those mihtia-men who were concerned in seizmg 
their officers and capturing the sick of the 71st regiment. I have 
myself ordered several militia-men to be executed who had volun- 
tarily enrolled and borne arms with us, and afterwards revolted to 
the enemy. 

I hope to be able to move my first division in eight or nine 
days into North Carolina by Charlottetown and Salisbury; the 
second will follow in about ten days after with convalescents and 
stores. I shall leave the New York Yolunteers and Innes’ corps to 
take care of this place until the sick and stores can be removed. 
Our sickness at present is rather at a stand, the recoveries nearly 
keeping pace with the falling down. I di’ead the convalescents not 
being able to march, but it is very temptmg to try it, as a move of 
forty or fifty miles would put us into a much better climate. 

Perguson is to move into Tryon County with some militia, whom 
he says he is sure he can depend upon for doing theft duty and 

* Taken at the battle of Camden, 
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lagliting well ; but I am sorry to say that his owm experience, as 
well as that of every other officer, is totally against him. 

I am very anxious to hear again from the northward, as our 
accounts of the French fleet were very imperfect. 

I most sincerely hope that notliing can happen to prevent your 
Excellency’s intended diversion in the Chesapeak. If unfor- 
tunately any unforeseen cause should make it impossible, I should 
hope that you will see the absolute necessity of adding some force 
to the Garolinas. j have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis resolved to advance into Forth Carolina as 
soon as possible after the battle of Camden. But the weakness 
of his army, and, above all, the want of transport, greatly delayed 
him. From the latte:- much, 

and it arose in a great • : iL-: '•=!• i| ■■■; 'taken 

with him, when he ler. v : r' :• s ' : -is and 

draught-horses, without even informing Lord Cornwallis of what 
he had done. At length, on Sept. 8, he moved towards Charlotte- 
town, where he arrived about the end of the month, and determined 
to establish a strong post. Here he received the unwelcome in- 
telligence that on the 9th Oct. a large body of the Eebel militia 
had surprised Major Ferguson at King’s Mountain. The Major 
himself fell, and nearly his whole corps, amounting to about 1000 
men, mostly Loyal militia, were killed or taken. This defeat was 
not only fatal to the attempt on Forth Carolina, but it dispirited 
the Loyalists and proportionally elated the Americans. It was the 
more vexatious, as Lord Cornwallis had reluctantly given way to 
the assurance of Major Ferguson that Ins militia could be trusted, 
and to the earnest advice of Colonel Tarleton that the expedition 
should be undertaken. The failure Lord CornwaUis attributed as 
much to Colonel Tarleton’s remissness ^ as to Major Ferguson, who 
was considered a good officer, having neglected to take due pre- 
cautions to prevent a surprise. The blow was severely felt, and 
compelled Lord CornwaUis to fall back mto South Carolina. This 
retrograde march was attended with some loss, and his difficulties 

1 Colonel Tarleton in his ‘Campaigns’ C ' < ’ • ’ ’ ■ ’ R- 

iays the blame on Lord Cornwallis, who in a v e: : ■. .i:..,, 1,. 

letter to the Bishop ol’ Lichfield, dated Cal- '! ' - h ■! - ■ '• \ 

cutta, Uo, 12, 17S7, s -r-r'-.-f.-. t-. ! '.nr*, , . > T' i 

that w< a n t.:j i-i-.;. I ; o i . 

and false attack ; he knew ; 1 .I'-vr-.-'i ‘h-- -a . t-.'.. I ...i,.... .. - , 

reasons for several of the ■ .■> v.-i.'c;. amongst many others, of lus candour." 

now blames. My not ’.■.■i--.-.' : ■ 
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were increased by tbe bad state of Iiis liealtli at that time. He 
reached Wyimesboroiigli on the 29tb Oct., and immediately opened 
a communication with General Leslie, w'ho had been sent to Vir- 
ginia with a strong reinforcement, as soon as Sir Henry Clinton 
heard of the battle of Camden, But the instructions given to 
General Leslie were not communicated to Lord Cornwallis, although 
he was placed under his command. 

Sir Henry Clinton to General Washington. 

SiRj New York, Oct. 23, 1780. 

I have received your lettter of the 16th instant, inclosing 
copies of an extract of a letter from the Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.- 
Colonel ISTesbitt Balfom', and of a letter from Lord Rawdon to Major 
Eugeley.’ 

I must always consider an extract fi’om a letter as a partial, and 
not always a candid description of a correspondence ; but admittmg 
the authenticity of Ih.:-.,) T iou ie suppose that Lieut.- 

General the Earl Coi-nw.illis i'.ad devoviiiiMc-d to punish mth a just 
severity certain persons, who after subscribing to and taking a test- 
oath of afregiance and service to his Majesty, had committed crimes 
in violation of such test-oath so taken and subscribed to by them ; 
and it seems to me bothnatm’al and proper thid’ li'yal sribj.'i-f',. who 
have been injured and oppressed on account of their zeal for the 
King’s service, should receive compensation in such cases, by a dis- 
crimination between them and the avowed enemies to the British 
Government, 

I perceive no reason why a militia-man who has joined the 
King’s army, and is afterwards taken in that of the enemy, should 
be discriminated from other deserters. I need not point out to you. 
Sir, the right the laws of arms give over such offenders. And this 
wiU serve as the only necessary remark I have occasion to make 
on what is called a letter from Lord Rawdon, which concerns only 
deserters. 

Eor the style or terms in which it may be written, he is in the 
first instance answerable only to the King’s Lieut.-General com- 
manding in the southern district, and finally to me. 

It has been my invariable line of conduct always to soften, as 
far as possible, never to aggravate, the rigouts of war ; such has 
been also, the desire of every general officer in his Majesty’s service 
acting in tin's unhappy war. But proper punishments upon guilty 
persons may become sometimes necessary. By guilty persons I 

^ Major Henry Rugcley, afterwards Lieut.-Colonel commanding a provincial corps. 
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profess to mean tliose wlio sliall have been convicted upon the 
clearest grounds and justest principles of ronL not s-uvrioar/J, crimes. 
A conduct so founded, leaves me in no jipp'-ciicn-ion ol* becoming 
iavolved in any -.''■b, - ,■ ■ ■■• ■ ... 

I desire to conclude tnis suoject Dy informing you, Sir, that I 
esteem myself accountable for my public conduct to bis Majesty 
the King, to my country, and my own conscience: the latter being 
a principal mover of all my actions will, I flatter myself, approve 
me to bis Majesty and tbe Government I serve, consequently to 
tbe world. Tbe King’s general officers serving on expeditions or 
in different districts under me, act from my orders, and I will 
observe respecting them generally, as I did in a late letter par- 
ticularly concerning Lord Cornwallis’ conduct, such as bis Lordsbip 
Avould assuredly govern bimself by towards tbe conspirators at 
Charlestown, that I am well acquainted with tbe humanity of tbe 
General and other officers of tbe King’s army, and cannot entertain 
the least that they will stain the lustre of tbe King’s 

arms by b; ; they are incapable of straining tbe laws to 

take away tbe lives or liberties of tbe ianocent ; if any forced con- 
struction be put upon tbe laws, it will be in favour of accused 
persons, and every plea tbefr friends can offer for them will be 
humanely heard and respected. 

I will imagine this letter may be considered as a full answer to 
tbe subjects your letter of tbe 16 tb treats of, both as it relates to 
them in the present instance or in any future one. 

I am, &c., 

H. CnmTON. 

Tbe conduct of the militia and other inhabitants of tbe country, 
who after taking the oath of allegiance and enrobing themselves 
in the British army deserted to tbe enemy, gave serious annoyance 
to Lord CornwaUis. On one occasion a whole regiment marched 
off in a body. A detachment entrusted with tbe escort of a number 
of sick, delivered them, with their own officers whom they seized, 
to tbe Eebels, who in many instances were giulty of the most 
atrocious cruelties towards tbe Loyalists. Lord Cornwabis found it 
1 ! i, I r\- fo ro-ort to acts of great, but just severity to repress such 
conduct. This occasioned bitter complaints from General Wash- 
ington, ^^■llo IK'S 01- eou.'itred the treacbery and barbarity of bis own 
friends. Sir ircnry Cliniou foi-warded to Lord Cornwabis and to 
Lord Kawdon copies of bis correspondence with General Washing- 
ton. It appeared, on comparing tbe extracts given in General 
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Waaliingtoii’s letter with the original drafts, that they had been 
discreditably garbled. It is unnecessary to say that both Lord 
Cornwallis and Lord Eawdon indigaiantly disclaimed having written 
a word which could bear General Washington’s interpretation, and 
their exculpation was perfectly satisfactory.* 

Lord Rawdon to Sir Hexry Clinton. 

Camp between Broad Paver and the Catawba, 
giRj South Carolina, Oct. 29, 1780. 

Lord Cornwallis having been so reduced by a severe fever 
as to be still unable to write, he has desired that I should have the 
lionour of addressing your Excellency in regard to our present 
situation. 

Eor some time after the arrival of his Majesty’s troops at 
Camden, repeated messages were sent to head-quarters by the 
friends of Government in North Carolina, expressing their impa- 
tience to rise and join the King’s standard. The impossibility of 
subsisting that additional force at Camden, and the accounts which 
they themselves gave of the distressing scarcity of provisions in 
North Carolina, obliged Lord Cornwallis to entreat them to remain 
quiet till the new crop might enable us to join them. In the mean 
time General Gates’s army advanced. We were greatly surprised, 
and no less grieved, that no information whatsoever of its move- 
ments was conveyed to us by persons so deeply interested in the 
event as the North Carolina loyalists. Upon the 16th of August 
that army was so entirely dispersed that it was clear no number of 
them could for a considerable time be collected. Orders were there- 
fore dospnlclicid to our fiiends, stating that the hour they had so long 
pressed for was arrived, and exhorting them to stand forth imme- 
diately, and prevent the reunion of the scattered enemy. Instant 
aid was in that case promised to them. In the fullest confidence 
that this event was to take place. Lord Cornwallis ventured to press 
your Excellency i- fb-'. hoping that the 

assistance of the i . ■ i y furnish a force 

for yet further efforts. Not a single man, however, attemjited to 
improve the favourable moment, or obeyed that summons for which 
they had before been so impatient. It was hoped that our approach 
might get the better of their ‘timidity, yet during a long period, 
whilst we were waiting at Charlotteburgh for om stores and con- 
valescents, they did not even furnish us with the least information 
respecting the force collecting against us. In short. Sir, we may 

’ See Dec. 4, for Lord Coiwallis’s answer, and the Appendix for Lord Rawdon’s. 
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have a powerful body of Mends in North Carolina, and indeed we 
have cause to be convinced that many of the inhabitants Msh well 
to his Majesty’s arms, but they have not given e'vddence enough — 
either of their numbers or of their activity — to justify the stake of 
this province for the uncertain advantages that might attend imme- 
diate junction with them. There is too much reason to conceive 
that such must have been the risk. Whilst this army lay at Char- 
lotteburgh, G-eorgetown was taken from our militia by the Eebels, 
and the whole country to the east of Santee gave such proofs of 
general defection that even the militia of the High Hills could not 
be prevailed upon to join a party of troops who were sent to protect 
our boats upon the river. The defeat of Major Terguson had so 
dispuited tliis part of the country, and indeed the loyal subjects 
were so wearied by the long continuance of the campaign, that 
Lieut.-Oolonel Cruger (commanding at Ninety-six) sent information 
to Lord Cornwallis that the whole district had determined to submit 
as soon as the Eebels should enter it. From these circumstances, 
from the consideration that delay does not extinguish our hopes in 
North Carolina, and from the long fatigue of the troops which 
made it seriously requisite to give some refr’eshment to the army, 
Lord Cornwallis has resolved to remain for the present m a position 
which may secure the frontier without separating his force. In tliis 
situation we shall be always ready for movement whensoever oppor- 
tunity shall recommend it, or circumstances require it. But the 
first care must be to put Camden and Ninety-six into a better state 
of defence, and to furnish them with ample stores of salt jprovisions. 
Lord Cornwallis foresees aU the difficulties of a defensive war, yet 
his Lordship thinks they cannot be weighed against the dangers 
wliich must have attended an obstinate adlierence to his former 
plan. I am instructed by Lord Cornwallis to express in the 
strongest terms his Lordship’s feelings with rogard to the very 
effectual measures which your Excellency had taken to forward his 
operations. His Lordship hopes that Ids fears of abusing your 
Excellency’s goodness in that particular may not have led him to 
neglect making use of a force intended by your Excellency to be 
employed by him; but as his Lordship knew nor lio'v i;:r your 
Excellency might aim at other objects in the Chesapeak (to wliich 
point his T.i -rdd-.iii’s (■ntroriiy for co-oiieration was originnlly con- 
fined), he con!d not; iidnk of assuming the power to oj-d-.r Al.ijor-. 
General Leslie to the Cape Fear Eiver, though he pointed out the 
utility of the measure in case it should be conceived in the extent 
of your Excellency’s purpose. I have, &c., 

Eawdon. 
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Tlie post selected was Wynnesborougli, wliicli was occupied a 
day or two after tlie date of this letter, and there Lord Cornwallis 
remained during the whole winter. From thence he kept up a 
constant communication with, the various commanding officers of 
regulars and militia under his command. Some few only of these 
letters have been selected for publication. 


Lord Eawdon to the Hoh. Major-General Leslie. 

Camp between Broad River and the Catawba, 
SlE, South Carolina, Oct. 31, 1780. 

I had the honour to write to you upon the 24th instant, by 
dhection of Lord Comwalhs, transmitting to you his Lordship’s 
sentiments relative to your expedition, as far as it might be designed 
to affect his operations. 

In that letter I stated the events which had frustrated our hopes 
of penetrating into the heart of North Carolma, and arming the 
loyalists in our cause; and I marked the little prospect of our 
deriving any assistance from or of our rendering you any service, 
wliilst yom’ efforts were exerted in so distant a quarter as the 
Chesapeak. I added Lord Cornwallis’s opinion, that you could in 
no manner - ■ i.:'- ■:ff c! diy with this army, unless by landing 
in the Cape Fear Kiver and penetrating to the Highland settlement 
near Cross Creek ; but I subjoined that his Lordship would not 
ventiue to order the descent at Cape Fear, lest he should counteract 
some jim’pose to which the Commander-in-chief might have destined 
the troops under your command. 

Upon further consideration, Lord Cornwallis fears that he may 
not have expressed himself strongly enough with regard to the 
expediency of the above movement The difficulty which must 
attend a defensive war on this frontier, and the fear that he may 
neglect means which, the Commander-in-chief perhaps expects him 
to employ, induce Lord rr-"rTr’'''i~ fi that you will under- 
take the descent and -j.- ■. 4 - e ■■■ I upon the Cape Fear 

Eiver. But the request is made upon this sole and express con- 
dition, that you think yourself fully a.uthoriscd by your knowledge 
of the Commander-in-chiefs intentions to take this step, and that 
you do not aj^prehend any view of his Excellency’s wiU. be thwarted 
by this mode of employing your force. 

Lord Cornvfallis hopes for the most speedy communication of 
your resolutions on this point. A movement upon our part, without 
the assmunce of your co-operation (which, I am to repeat, can only 
be effectual in Cape Fear Biver) promises but little, and hazards 



ACTION AT FISH DAM. 


1780. 


65 


much. ; but tliis army will be held in 
tlie utmost vigour in your support. 


constant readiness to act with 
I have, &Q., 

Eawdon. 


Eaul Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Taeleton. 

Dear TaRLETON, Wynnealorougli, Nov. 8, 1780. 

I am not sanguine as to your operations in that country.^ 
The enemy is, I believe, in no great force, and Marion ® is cautious 
and vigilant. If a blow could be struck at any body of the rebels 
it might be attended with good consequences ; but I do not see 
any advantage we can derive from a partial destruction of the 
country. As to your movements, I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the country, or the rf '' ■' . direct you. 

If you cannot move up be-.' 1 ■ — ! r- a ■' 1 *. ' to make 

the enemy jealous, you must use your own discretion, keeping 
within reach of Camden, and within a few days’ call of us, m case 
we should want you, always endeavouring to strike some blow if 
an opening should offer, and taldng up all that have been violent 
against us, to change for our friends who have been everywhere 
seized and most cruelly treated. 

Lord Eawdon is going to command at Camden, and takes his 
corps with him. j ^m, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton. 


Dear Tarleton, 


Wynneslborough, Nov. 9, 1780. 


Major 1Y.'’--,y== .-.ft ■! • 1 at Pish Dam at one o’clock 

this morning, ■■ ■ ■ ■ !!■' i was to wait tdl daylight. 

The consequence is that Wemyss is wounded and left, and about 
20 men. Lieut. Hovenden is wnunded, but I believe the legion 
have not lost much. I must beg of you to return immediately, 
leaving some horses for mounting men at Camden. I am under 
the utmost anxiety for Ninety-Six, and trust you will lose no time 
in returning to me. Tours sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


In a letter dated November 18, Lord Cornwallis says that 
Major Wemyss forgot that he was an infantry officer, for instead of 

1 Ifl the back settlements. 1795; m. 1784, Miss Mary Videau, a lady 

2 Francis Marion, b. 1733, d. Feb. 27, of considerable wealth. 
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dismounting liis men, who were only infantry mounted, he entered 
the village on horseback. The enemy were all asleep, and he was 
in the midst of them before they suspected his approach. 

Out of the hrst five shots fired, two struck and dangerously 
TVff^ier Wemyss, an accident but for which (as Lord Oorn- 
!■ i ! Colonel Balfour, November 10th) General Sumpter 
would in all probability have been totally defeated. 


Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, Rew York, Nov. 10, 1780, 

By all the letters I have received from Lord Cornwallis, 
copies of which I have had the honour to transmit to your Lordship, 
you will observe that he recommends a diversion in the Chesapeak 
as essential to favoiu his operations. By my first instructions ^ to 
Major-General Leslie, your Lordship will perceive that I pointed 
this out as the principal object of the expedition. Wishing, how- 
ever, to guard against every possible embarrassment to Earl Corn- 
wallis, I have thought it proper to make an addition to my former 
instructions for General Leslie’s guidance, till such time as Lord 
Cornwallis should be able to communicate with him ; and I have 
this day forwarded the same by Brigadier-General O’Hara,® who is 
gone to take the command of the Guards under Major-General 
Leslie. Until I am certain that Earl Cornwallis sees the propriety 
of establishing a post on Elizabeth Eiver, which I heartily wish his 
Lordsliip may find ex23edient to do, I do not of course tliink of 
adding to the corps already under his orders. However, should that 
post be occupied, I shall jii’obably send all the troops that can pos- 
sibly be spared from this army ; but while Washington remains in 
such force, and the French continue at Ehode Island, I do not 
think it advisable to weaken this post. If, however, he should send 
any detachments to the southward, I shall most likely do the same. 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 


I These instructions were not cornmn- 

.i:'- General O’Hara, 

Ooionei 74th regiment, d. Feb. 21, 1802, 
tinman-ied. He saw much service, and was 


of Gibraltar, which - i ' — ’ ... 

to 1790, and again . . . 

when he was made ■ 

he held till his deain. rmrace 'Waipoie, 
writing to Geae-nl f-;: Gie battle of 

Guilford, says, " has two 

dangerous wounds, to my great sorrow, and 
your greater sorrow.” 
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Earl Cornwallis to Major-General Bmallwood.^ 

Sir, Camp, Nov. 10, 1780, 

... I must now observe that tlie cruelty exercised on tlie 
■ prisoners taken under Major F-”-:;" ' - -1 ■ ■ ‘ to Immanity ; and 

the hanging poor old Colonel iviius, wlio was always a fair and open 
enemy to your cause, was an act of most savage barbarity. It has 
also been reported to me that Captain Oates of the militia, who was 
taken near the Pedee, was lately put to death without any crime 
being laid to his charge. From the character I have heard of you. 
Sir, I cannot suppose that you can approve of these most cruel 
murders ; but I hope you will see the necessity of interposing your 
authority to stop this bloody scene, which must oblige me, in justice 
to the suffering loyalists, to retaliate on the unfortunate persons 
now in my power. I am not conscious that any persons have been 
executed by us, unless for hearing arms after having given a mili- 
tary parole to remain quietly at home, or for enrolling themselves 
in our militia, receiving arms and ammunition from the King’s 
stores, and taldng the first opportunity of joining our enemies. The 
only persons hanged at Camden, after the actions of the 16th and 
18th, except some deserters from oimarmy, were two or three of the 
latter description, who were jiicked out from above tlurty convicted 
of the like offence, on account of some particular aggravating cir- 
cumstances which attended their case. j |ia,ye^ &c.,<. 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Col. Cruger. 

Sib, ” WyimesborongR, Nov. 11, 1780. 

. . , T'^t -‘"’■'T ■■"'- r •■■'‘the 63rd, who was left with a 

flag of tr ;■■■■. i- ■ \ '.r ■ me thatwdien day broke there 

was not a rebel to be seen, and that it was fuU two hours before two 
men came to the house where Major Wcmyss was left: so that if 
our people had stayed till dayligld. ihoy v.(i!ihi have found them- 
selves in full possession of the enemy’s camp, and w^ould have 
brought off the major and the ro.st of tho wounded, and the victory 
must have been indisputable, which in this war is of the utmost im- 
portance. . . . > 

The accounts I receive from Colonel Kirkland® of the supineness 

1 Major-General William Smallwood, d. became .-i Loyalist colonel, when Colonel 
Feb. 1792. Ciiniungham was re.=ciieJ, July, 1775. 

^ Moses Kivkiand; he changed sides and 

F 2 
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of onr militia, takes off all my compassion for their 
siJihirn;'.':. ii' ’‘‘iM allow themselyes to be plundered and their 
families” mined, by a banditti not one-third of theii* numbers, there 
is no - "HI -’’’ty r"" rrrtecting them. I hope and trust, how- 
ever, exaggerates their demerits to raise his 

own merits. I am, &c,, 

COEl>rWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

Dear Balfour, Wynnesborough, Nov. 12, 1780. 

. . . I inclose you Tarleton’s report of liis^ expedition. 
The state of affairs at Ninety-Six absolutely requires immediate 
offensive measures in that quarter, or everything will be lost and 
not easily recovered. Our victory the other night was complete, 
but by Wemyss’s unlucky wound, and the youth and inexperience 
of the casual commander, we have allowed the enemy to call it a 
triumph. 

[Lord OornwaUis here enters into minute details about the 
troops to be stationed in various posts, and on other points.] 

I have given you the general outlines of our plan, which has 
cost us much pains, and perhaps is not very sufficient. I beg you 
will make any addition or improvements to it that you may think 
will make it more efficacious or secure. I will answer for Lord 
Eawdon as well as myself, that there wiU be no jealousy, as we all 
most heartily mean the same thing — ^the good of our distressed 
countiy. 

You have done what few officers in om' service are capable of 
doing — ^voluntarily taken responsibility upon yourself to serve your 
country and yom- ffiend. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Sir, Wynnesborough, Nov. 12, 1780. 

. . . Had I attempted to penetrate into the further parts 
of North Carolina, my small army would have been exposed to the 
utmost hazard, and it would have been ns inviR.-dbl,' to have co- 
operated with you in the Chesapeak, asv.hh Sir Ilf. iiry Chnton at 
New York. 

If you come to Cape Fear you wiU easily secure a water-con- 
veyance for your stores up to Cross Creek. I will, on hearing of your 
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arrival in Cape Fear Eiver, instantly marcli witli everytliiug tliat 
[s piovince, ■vvMcli I am sorry to say is 
■ -■ '■ ■■■' ■ ‘ to join you at Cross Creek. We wall 

tken give om- friends in North Carolina a fair trial. If they behave 
lilie men, it may be of the greatest advantage to the affairs of 
Britain. If they are as dastardly and pusillanimous as our friends 
to the southward, we must leave them to their fate and secure what 
we have got. . . . 

When I came to Charlestown after the surrender, Sh Hemy 
mentioned my going with him to the northward. I said that I was 
ready to serve wherever he thought fit to employ me, and had no 
objection to remain in South Carolina, if he thought my services 
could be useful in that province. He said something civil about 
the climate : on my assuring him tb."^ H p 

wished me to take this command. 1 i \ ^ ■■ >■ 

my situation has been, and however dark the j)rospect then was, it 
. ■ ■ • ■ j' : ■ ■ > i . i . ' _ • man, I should not rather choose 

i\ ■ .(! ;■ ii. • be thu’d at New York. . . . 

Most truly and faithfully yours, 

OOENWALLIS. 

Eventually Lord Cornwallis perceiving the inutility of a corps 
not exceeding 2000 men, acting indcixaideiuly at such a distance 
from the main army, directed (bmcrji I r.(r>lio lo proceed to Charles- 
town, where he arrived on the 13th of December. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Kirkland. 

SlE, Wynneslorough, Not. 13, 1780. 

I have taken every possible measure for the security of 
Ninety-Six ; and if our Mends wiU, have confidence in me, I have 
no doubt but they will soon see theh enemies driven with loss and 
disgrace out of their province ; but if those who say they are our 
friends will not stir, I cannot defend every man’s house from being 
plundered ; and I must say that when I see a whole settlement 
running away from twenty or thirty robbers, I think they deserve 
to be robbed. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Colonel Tarleton had successfully repressed the incursions of 
Colonel Marion, a most active partisan, in the vicinity of the Black 
Eiver ; but his next enterprise was not so fortunate. On his return 
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from tlie Black Elver lie went in pursuit of Sumpter, wliom lie 
overtook, November 20, at Blackstock’s Hill, in a strong position. 
Instead of waiting for liis infantry, wMcli would Eave joined him in 
a few hours, Colonel Tarleton with his cavahy alone, rashly attacked 
the enemy, nearly double his numbers. He was repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, and the Americans claimed another victory — dearly 
pm'chased however, for Sumpter received a dangerous wound which 
disabled him for a long time, and his remaining followers disbanded 
themselves. Various other encounters, with doubtful success on 
either side, took place between British and American detachments 
before the two armies -went into winter-quarters. None of these 
engagements were of imjiortance, or had much influence over the 
subsequent operations. b-;yi):i!] iisirn-.-Hcig Iheterror of the Loyalists, 
who were persecuted l-'y i!k; ib.dirLs iu lia,: most cruel manner, and 
not unfrequently murdered, under circumstances of savage bar- 
barity. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

DeAE BALEOIJE, Wynnesborough, Nov. 25, 1780. 

The last night’s gales kept me awake. I thought of our 
friends. Gates is certainly come up towards Charlottetown with 
all the Continentals he could muster — they say horn 700 to 1000 
infantry : in these are included Bmford’s eighteen-months men, 
and, as they report, 300 cavalry. I cannot, however, conceive that 
there are above half that number. I saw tw'o North Carolina men 
wdio met some of Sumpter’s fugitives, and who learned from them 
that he was speechless, and certainly iiii-t all lu'pes. 

We have lost two great plagues in biumpter and Clarke.^ I 
wish yom- friend Marion was as quiet Yours ever 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis had the greatest confidence in Colonel Balfom-, 
to whom the task of forwarding stores and provisions to the army 
wr.« iwiiw'ivsdly intrusted. The numerous rivers which intersect 
!«-■: :! Xonb ill!'! S.iiMh Carolina, rendered water-carriage the easiest 
mode of conveyance; but those streams generally flow between 
steep banks, which, ivhen they were occupied by an enemy, rendered 
the protection of a convoy very diirumit -I'bc want of draught- 
cattle compelled Lord Cornwallis to be satisfied with a train of 
artillery, scanty in number and small in calibre. Several of his guns 

^ George Rogers Clarke, a Rebel colonel, action with General Cmmincrham, but the 
b. 1742^ d. Feb. 13, 1808. He was sup- report was unfounded. % 
posed to have been mortally wounded in an 
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were only one-pounders, and very few more than three-pounders. 
Money was urgently wanted, and but sparingly supplied. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major-General Gates. 

Sir, Head Quarters, Dec. 1, 1780. 

I thinli: it proper to represent to you that the officers and 
men taken at King’s Mountain were treated with an inhumanity 
scarcely credible. I feel myself under the disagreeable necessity 
of making severe retaliation for those unhappy men who were so 
cruelly and unjustly put to death at Gilbertstown. 

I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton.. 

• Sir, Camp at Wynuesborough, Deo. 3, 1780. 

. . . The militia of Ninety-Six, on which alone we 

could place the smallest dependence, are so totally disheartened 
by the defeat of Ferguson that of the whole district we could 
with difficulty assemble 100, and even those, I am convinced, 
would not have made the smallest resistance if we had been 
attacked. . . . 

Colonel Marion had so wrought on the minds of the people, 
partly by the terror of his threats and cruelty of his punishments, 
and partly by the promise of plunder, that there was scarcely an 
inhabitant between the Santee and Pedee that was not in arms 
against us. I therefore sent Tarleton, who pursued Marion for 
several days, and by convincing the inhabitants that there was a 
power superior to Marion, who could likewise reward and punish, 
-SO far checked the insurrection, that the greatest part of them have 
not dared openly to appear in arms against us since his expedi- 
• I have, &o., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My dear Lord, Wynnesborough, Dec, 3, 1780. 

Your account of Tiugolcy^ vexed me, although it did not 
surprise me. I think he nui.-i a iraiii'i', or he would have come 
away when you desired him. I will have an inquiry made into his 

1 J- - . ’ ' ’ post, which he occupied with 112 men, 

. to a detachment of cavalry who had no 
Very soon after, he sun'endered a fortified artillery with them. 
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conduct, and would have his negroes secured, as that vuU be the 
only forfeiture we shall probably get from him. . . . 

Yours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis, 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Soutli Carolina, Dec. 4, 1780. 

I received from your Excellency the copies of two letters 
which were sent to yon from G-eneral "VVashington, of the 6th and 
16th October, comjilaining of the cruelty and injustice of the 
measures pursued by the officers serving under your command in 
the Southern colonies. In regard to the complaint contained in 
the letter of the 6th, of the removal of some of the citizens from 
Charlestown to St. Augustine, I have only to say that the inso- 
lence of their behaviour, the threats with which they in the most 
daring manner endeavoured to intimidate our friends, the infamous 
falsehoods which they propagated through the town and country, 
and the correspondence which they constantly kept up with the 
enemy, rendered it indispensably necessary that they should either 
be closely confined or be sent out of the province. The milder 
measure was adopted, and they were sent, with every convenience 
which their situation would admit of, to a better climate than 
South Carolina. In answer to that of the 16th, I have the honom* 
to enclose to your Excellency my genuine letter to Lieut.-Colonel 
Cruger^ at Ninety-Sis (for it was to liim, and not to Lieut.- 
Colonel Balfom’ that it "was addressed), dated on the 18th of 
August. 

Your Excellency 'will see that either General Washington, or 
his correspondent in the Southern District, has been pleased to 
make several very material alterations in my letter, which, in its 
original state, only directed the commanding officer to punish in 
the most rigorous manner, and to take or destroy the property of 
those, who, having submitted to the British Government and taken 
the oaths and protection in th.e mouths of June and July, went 
into rebellion ii: li'.-- of August; to hang those who had 

voluntarily em'olled themselves in the royal militia and received 
arms' and ammunition from the King’s stores, and had taken the 
first opportunity of deserting with them to the enemy ; and lastly, 
to use the most vigorous measures to extinguish the rebellion in 
his district. , In what manner this letter professes a flagrant breach 

^ See ’ ' ‘ and also a letter from Lord Eawdon 

to Lord C ■ ■ , 
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of tlie capitulation of Charlestown and a violation of the laws of 
nations, I am at a loss to find out. 

However provoked by the horrid outrages and cruelties of the 
enemy in this district, I have always endeavomed to soften the 
horrors of war, and received the acknowledgement of General 
Gates and the principal officers of the enemy’s army, for the 
tenderness and attention shown to their wounded and prisoners 
taken on the 16th and 18th of August. Far different was the 
treatment of the unhappy men who were taken with Major Fer- 
guson. 

I will not hurt your Excellency’s feelings by attempting to 
describe the shocking tortures and inhuman murders which are 
every day committed by the enemy, not only on those who have 
taken part with us, but on many who refuse to join them. I 
cannot flatter myself that j^our representations wffil have any effect, 
but I am very sure that unless some steps are taken to check it, 
the war in this quarter will become truly savage. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to H. S. H. the Duke Ferdinand op Brunswick. 

Monseigneue, ■ ,■■■■• 

La lettre dont votre Altesse m’a honore du 4"*® du mois de 
Mai m’est parvenu hier, et je suis tres flatte de trouver que je tiens 
encore une place dans votre souvenir. Je me sentirai trop heureux 
d ’avoir occasion de prouver k votre Altesse mon empressement 
d’obeir ses ordres, n’oubliant jamais que c’etoient ses ordres qui 
nous out si souvent conduits, moi et mes compatriotes, la gloire et 
a la victoire. 

Je ne tarderai pas de communiquer an Chevalier Clinton, qui 
commande en chef I’armee du Eoi en Amerique, le ddsir de votre 
Altesse au sujet du Sieur Schuler, et je suis bien assme qu’il le fera 
echanger sur I’instant. Je supplie votre Altesse d’accepter mes tres 
humbles remerciments pour toutes les bontes dont vous m’avez 
comble pendant la gneiTc en Allemagne, et de croire que je retien- 
drai it -ii jour.-: les phis s-.'ii-'il.'lcs ri:(foni.iai:-Simces. 

J’ai I’honneur d’etre. Monseigneur, de votre Altesse, le tres 
humble, tres obeissant, et tr^s oblige serviteur, * 


Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton. 

Dear Tarleton, Wynnesborough, Dgc. is, itso. 

Our friends hereabouts are so timid and so stupid that I 
can get no intelligence. I have heard nothing from Ninety- 
Sis, hut a man who came here from near Broad River says 
that General Cunningham^ has beat Clarke, and wounded liim 
mortally. I shall be glad to hear a confirmation of tliis. I 
hear a good account of our recruits in general, and hope to 
march from hence 3500 fighting men, leaving those I mentioned 
to you on the frontiers. 

I trust you have made every possible shift rather than go much 
farther back, as I should in that case be uneasy about McArthur. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Wynnesborough, Dec. 22, 1780. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that Major- 
General Leslie arrived at Charlestoivn on the 14th. The species of 
troops which compose the reinforcement are, exclusive of the Guards 
and the regiment of Bose, exceedingly bad. I do not mean, by re- 
presenting this to your Excellency, to insinuate that you have not 
sent every assistance to me, which you could with prudence and 
safety spare from New York ; but I think it is but justice to the 
troops serving in this district to state the fact, lest the services per- 
formed by the southern army should appear inadequate to what 
might be expected from the numbers of which it may appear to 
consist. 

The want of spocic- in tin's province puts us under the greatest 
difiiculties. Every jneiliod iias been pursued to keep the money in 
the hands of the contractors for Government, and to prevent the 
imposition of the merchants ; but the sum actually in the province 
is so inadequate for the necessary demands, that we have scarcely 
been able to pay the subsistence of the troops. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 Robert Cunningham of South Carolina, by the rebels in 1775, but was rescued by 
a loyalist; b. 1737, d. 1813; he was taken, his bi others. 
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Eabl Cornwallis to Major-General Greene.’^ 

SlE, Wynnesborough, Dec. 27, 1780. 

... I can witli tratli assure you, Sir, that no man abhors 
acts of cruelty more than myself, or would more rolurfantlv nrl.ii.t 
measures of severity. The proving to the suffermg .Loyalisi' tiiii!, !. 
am in earnest to protect them, and to retaliate on their inhiima -n 
oppressors, is a duty which I owe to my country. 

You have been greatly misinformed if you have ever been told 
that any inhabitant of tHs country has been punished by us for 
observing a neutrahty ; but you will find instances enough of the 
most inhuman persecution and even tortures, inflicted on those who 
refuse to take arms on your side. 

I have only to add that I shall observe the same rule of conduct 
which you do, in the treatment of the officers and soldiers of the 
army, the militia, and the inhabitants of the country. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Several communications passed between Lord Cornwallis and 
General Greene — the latter scarcely blaming the cruel conduct of 
his troops. On December 17, he writes, “ If any cruelties have 
been committed (by my troops), not justified by your previous pro- 
ceedings, I shall testify my disapprobation.” 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

Dear BaLPOEE, Wynnesborough, Dec. 29, 1780. 

The slow progress of Leslie is vexatious, but it cannot be 
helped. Greene marched on the 20th from Charlottetown to Haly’s 
Ferry on the Pedee. This movement, added to the account sent by 
Admiral Arbuthnot of five sad, supposed to be one frigate, the rest 
transports, getting out of Ehode Island, about the 9th or 10th of 
November, makes me apprehend that there may be some truth in 
the account of the thousand French at Cape Fear. If that should 
be the case, it wfll be difficult to say what we must do, as the com- 
munication by Cape Fear, and consequently aU certainty of supply, 
will be at an end. . . . 

I think it right to inform Sir Henry of my haviug employed the 

Qua ■ 

178 : 
lie 
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Indians, as tliere will be a considerable expense attending it. You 
will therefore send by the first opportunity the enclosed to him. 
This easterly wmd makes me very sanguine in my hopes of seeing 
Eoss ^ before I part with the communication. I think I shall also 
hear from Hew York, if it is true that an embarkation is going on 
under Phillips^ for the Ohesapeak. j &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Corwallis to ^ Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sis, Wynnesborough, Dec. 29, 1780. 

When the numerous and formidable body of the Back-Moun- 
tain men came down to attack Major Perguson, and showed them- 
selves to be our most inveterate enemies, I directed Lieut.-Colonel 
Brown to encourage the Indians to attack the settlements of Watoga, 
Holstein, Caentuck, and Notachuclde, all which are new encroach- 
ments on the Indian territories. The good effects of tliis measiu’e 
have akeady appeared. A large body of the mountaineers marched 
lately to join the Eebels near King’s Mountain, but were soon 
obliged to return to oppose the incursions of the Indians. 

If the account given of the behaviour of the Indians by Lieut.- 
Colonel Brown is true, their humanity is a striking contrast to the 
shocking barbarities committed by the mountaineers. 

I have, &c., 

COEirVVALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Eawdon. 

My dear Lord, Wynnesborougli, Dec. 30, 1780. 

I cannot express my feeHiigs on the generosity and friend- 
ship of your letter. If it had been possible to have raised my esteem 
for you, it would have done it. 

Prom everytlimg I hear of Greene’s force, I do not think it pos- 
sible for him to strike any blow that would materially affect my 
movements ; and by advancing on the west of Catawba, I should, 
I think, oblige Morgan^ and Wasliington^ absolutely to quit the 


1 Captain, afterwards General Alexander, 
R.".=.=. C:-!’.-.:! .-.-d Governor 

(!.■ i'.;:; v. 29, 1827; 

li:. o.':. : RreV;-;:. 

dan. of Sir Robert ' i. i!.!:;., K.'lb II . 

■was A.D.C. to Lonl ( ’orn-ivalJis, and liarl been 
sor.i to Rnglaiid witb iln- account of tlie battle 
oi' (ii'.indijn. I!i:i sn-.nv; will iVovp’.c-n'.ly apjicar 
in this coiTesjjondence, as he was Lord Corn- 
wallis’s most intimate friend. 


- Major-General Phillips, d. May 13, 1781. 
TT-.: ;:al .I ith General Bur- 

\ w .■ subsequently ex- 
onanged for uenej-ai Inncoin. 
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country before me. I am frightened at the report of the French at 
Cape F ear. That would greatly embarrass our operations, and engage 
us in a naval expedition, which I fear we are but ill prepared for. 

I enclose a paragraph of a letter which I received from the 
Admiral by the Camilla. That, added to Greene’s movements, 
makes me suspect it to be too true.^ 

A few days must ascertain this fact. I likewise think I must 
hear from New York relative to the embarkation said to be taking 
place there. From a private letter I received from Plnllips, I think 
it is highly probable that he is going to the Chesapeak. If there 
are no French landing, and Pliillips is in the Chesapeak, we may 
make a great change in the Southern colonies in these next four 
months. j &c„ 

COENWALLIS. 

rpv . -p pygQ whole be considered as having 

beei . 1 '. !•' the royal forces. In the Northern provinces 
indeed, no important results had been obtained. An attempt to 
raise again the royal standard in New Jersey proved abortive ; and 
though Sir Henry Clinton, soon after his retmm from Charlestown, 
undertook a successful expedition against Springfield, his other 
movements were weak and inefficient. An intended invasion of 
Ehode Island failed, partly from the want of cordial support from 
the naval commander. Sir Henry thought he had so much reason 
to complain of the latter, that he sent one of his staff to England 
to tender his own resignation, unless another admiral were sent out ; 
and he availed himself of this oj)portunity to remonstrate strongly 
on the inefSciency of the land troops. Lord George Germain in- 
formed Sir Hemy on the 13th of October, that Ink n'ijiK.-ais woiild 
be partially complied with by the appointment ol‘ .Vdiiiii-aJ Cnr.vs 
to replace Admiral Arbuthnot, to whom the Jamaica command 
should be given ; but as to the rest, the Government could only 
undertake to send him such additional regiments as might be con- 
sistent with their other ] ' at the delay in sending these 

reinforcements arose fror-i i! detaining so large a number 

of transports in America. Lord George added, that if Sir Henry - 
were still desirous of returning home, he might resign the command 
to Lord Cornwallis. While notliing had been lost in the North, 

^ It was- rumoured that a French army f.!:!- 1-i. c/ Jr T.o.d 0 n... < in 

was to land in the south and join Washing- i.-.-’. m ■■ ,, I7!'=' : i i.-. ; m., 

ion’s tri'/opi. .'.77', /..■ .i. i.. . ■. .. <•. ‘a ..-.lam 

2 l£o;n--.\dniiriil Thomas Graves, after- r.,:!;- l.v.i., - fyi i : 'M'. for 

wards Admiral of the White, created, for his 1- L , 17. Ti. 
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considerable progress had been made in the South. Charlestown 
had been taken, the whole of South Carolina was occupied by the 
Ifing’s troops, and the proyince of Georgia was in a state of tran- 
quillity. The frontier, however, towards the territories possessed by 
the Americans was very long, and required a considerable force to 
cover it. Had the line been advanced so as to include Virginia and 
North Carolina, or even the latter only, the same strength would 
equally have sufficed for its protection. To move northward was 
therefore the constant aim of Lord Cornwallis. How his purpose 
Avas frustrated in 1780 has already been shown ; but when the junc- 
tion of Major-General Leslie’s corps gave 

a small army for active service, leaving i ..j- I - 

cient, with the help of the militia, to protect the loyal inhabitants 
and secure the tranquillity of the country, Lord CornwaUis recurred, 
as will hereafter be seen, to his original plan. 

The sad episode of Major Andre ^ took place in this year. The 
details need not be given ; but it may be observed that, among the 
members of the comij by Avhich he was tried, were two foreigners, 
ignorant of the English language, and several of the coarsest and 
most illiterate of the American generals. • Eoubts have been enter- 
tained whether Washington had timely information of the requests 
and remonstrances made by Sir Henry Clinton, who, had he been 
disposed to retaliate, could easily have selected amongst his prisoners 
Americans deserving the name of spy much more justly than Major 
Andre. In any case the execution of that officer leaves an indelible 
blot on the character of Washington. 

When the intelligence of Andre’s death reached England, a con- 
siderable pension was settled on his mother. As a proof that the 
Xing considered his character to be untarnished, the honour of 
knighthood was offered to his brother, Wilham Lewis, who was 
afterwards created a baronet March 4, 1781. 

’ j, * .. 1 T)_ *,_n. i,> S;;- ClintoD, h. 1750, executed by order of Washins:- 

t.:;, Oc:. 2, jTiiO. ‘ 
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Difficulties in moving the army— Defeat at Cowpens — Battle of Guilford — 
Lord Cornwallis’s position and prospects — Marcli into Virginia — Lord 
Eawdon defeats General Greene — Differences of opinion between Lord Corn- 
wallis and Sir H. Clinton — ..,"y • . -• (Gloucester — 

Arrival of Frencli troops and '■ • • situation of 

tbe Britisb — Promises of relief from sir Jb.. Clinton— Failure of attempt to 
cross ' > I- ' ' r---'-’.'" r . - jtween Sir H. Clinton aud 

Lord ■ ■ . ■ ■ . ■ • 

Lord Cornwallis, before commencing another campaign, bad tbe 
satisfaction of receiving tbe following unqualified approl)ation of 
his conduct of the previous year. 

Lord George Germain to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received early in January, 1781.] 

My Lord, Wiitehall, Nov. 9, 1780. 

1 had the very great pleasure to receive from Captain Eoss, 
who arrived in London the 9th of last month, your Lordship’s 
despatches, which I immediately laid before the Eing, who read 
with the highest satisfaction the account of the very glorious and 
complete victory obtained by your Lordship over the Eehels near 
Camden, on the 16th August. ... 

It is particularly pleasing to me to obey his Majesty’s com- 
mands, by signifying to your Lordship his royal pleasure that you 
do acquaint the officers and soldiers of the brave army under your 
command, that their behaviour upon that glorious day is highly 
approved by their Sovereign. ... 

The steps your Lordship immediately t'r-V f-.r your 

victory were highly judicious, aud must be i ‘’-i!;: ii|. - ?nost 

important consequences, nor was your determination to inflict 
exemplary punishment on those traitors who had repeated the 
violation of their oaths of allegiance, or broken their parole, and 
taken arms against the King, less wise or promotive of the great 
object of the war — the restoration of the constitution : for the most 
disaffec^ will now be convinced that we are not afraid to punish. 
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and will no longer venture to repeat tlieir crimes in tlie hope of 
impunity should they he detected ; and those who are more mode- 
rate ■will he led to withdraw from a cause which is evidently 
declining, before it becomes desperate and they expose themselves 
to the consequences they may reasonably apprehend will fall upon 
such as persist in rebellion to the last. . . . 

, I understand the Congress evade an exchange of the Convention 
troops with the garrison of Charlestown, under the pretence that 
the time of service of the greatest part of it will expire in a little 
time, and the men will then be no longer soldiers, and not entitled 
to be considered as prisoners of war ; and as the exj)ense of main- 
taining tliese people is enormous, some means must be found of 
relieving the public from it, and counteracting the chicanp of that 
faithless body. What apjDear to me the most practicable measures 
for these purposes, are the inducing the prisoners to enter on board 
the ships of war or privateers, or to go as recruits to the regi- 
ments in the West Indies, or as volunteers to serve upon the 
expedition against the Spanish settlements firom Jamaica. . . . 

I am, &c., 

G-eo. G-eemain. 

Though Major-General Leslie’s corps was now under the com- 
mand of Lord Cornwallis, and his force in the field was larger 
than any one of the American armies, his difficulties in mo'ving 
were very great. In winter the rivers and creeks were so filled by 
the rains as to render most of the fords impassable, and there were 
no bridges. Nor were his means of transport sufficient to enable 
him to carry boats — ^for no pontoons then existed — from one place 
to another. In summer there was another and more insurmount- 
able obstacle to rapid movements — ^the extreme heat of the wea- 
tlier, which e'ven the natives of the country could hardly encounter 
with impunity. 

Eael Coenwallis to Sm Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Wynnesborough, Jan. 6, 1781. 

The difficulties I have had to struggle with have not been 
occasioned by the opposite army: they always keep at a con- 
siderable distance, and retire on .'•r.-gtant 

incursions of refugees. North « I.. d < i ■■■!!. and 

the perpetual risings in different parts of tliis pro-^ince, the inva- 
riable successes of all those parties against our militia, keep the 
whole country in continual alarm, and render the assistance of 
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regular troops every wliere necessary. Your Excellency will judge 
of tliis by the disposition of the troops which I have the honour to 
enclose ^ to you. 

I shall begin my march to-morrow, having been delayed a 
few days by a diversion made by the enemy towards Ninety- 
Six, and propose keeping on the west of Catawba for a consider- 
able distance. I shall then proceed to pass that river and the 
Yadkin. Events alone can decide the future steps, I shall 
take every opportunity of communicating with Brigadier-General 
Arnold. 

I have the pleasm-e to assure your Excellency that the army 
here is perfectly healthy and in good order, 

I have, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camp on Turkey Creek, Broad River, Jan. 18, 1781. 

In my letter of the 6th of this month I had the honour to 
inform your Excellency that I was ready to begin my march for 
North Carolina, having been delayed some days by a diversion 
made by the enemy towards Ninety-Sis. General Morgan still 
remained on the Pacolet ; his corps, by the best accounts I could 
get, consisted of about 500 men, Continental and Virginia State 
troops, and 100 cavalry under Colonel Washington, and 600 or 
700 militia ; but that body is so fluctuating that it is impossible to 
ascertain its number, within some hundreds, for three days fol- 
lowing. Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton, with the legion and corps an- 
nexed to it, consisting of about 300 cavalry and as many infantry, 
and the first battalion of the 71 =t rogimont and one E-r'-pr-r ' b-!-. 
had already passed the Biv>ii<l llnv-r i‘oi- ihc relief of '■ ■ ly >'■■<. I 
therefore directed Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton to march on the west 
of Broad River, to endeavour to strUre a blow at General Morgan, 
and at all events, to oblige him to rejiass the Broad River. I 
Kkewise ordered that he should take with him the 7th regiment 
and one three-pounder — which was marching to reinforce the 
garrison of Ninety-Six — as long as he should think their services 

Lord Rr’tvJo" iv.-- to c'-r-r-.,- r.-. ‘r:f German regiments. Lord Cornwallis could 

froritieis -( ' ri. >, 1 « _ « only mutter for I'.is own eorjis 2 ballalions of 

tl^Oont >' iv I*' ji.r Guards, t.he-28111, Sold, Tlst, 2 Ccu-miui regi- 

ft.i 1 17(1 . IL i li<. ments, Tarleton’s Legion, and 1 provincial 

. • f -r- :,.!i :■ 1 ' i,;-> I”:.-' ;■:!.! :! li p"i- corps (C?oioncl ira]niII-on's), 

vuiaai. At Charlestown 2 English and 3 
VOL. I. 
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could be useful to Mm. Tlie remainder of the army inarclied 
between tbe Broad Eiver and Catawba. 

As General Greene had quitted Mecklenburgli County and 
crossed tbe Pedee, I made not the least doubt that General Morgan 
would rethe on our advancing. The progress of the army was 
greatly impeded by heavy rains, which swelled the rivers and 
creeks ; yet Lieiit-Colonel Tarleton conducted Ms march so well, 
and got so near to General Morgan, who was retreating before 
him, ag to make it dangerous for him to pass Broad Biver, and 
came up with liim at eight o’clock of the morning of the 17th 
instant. EverytMng now bore the most promising aspect; the 
enemy were drawn up in an o]3en wood, and, having been lately 
joined by some militia, were more numerous. But the diiferent 
quality of the corps under Lieut-Colonel Tarleton’s command, and 
Ms great superiority in cavahy, left him no room to doubt of the 
most brilliant success. The attack was begun by the &’st line of 
infantry, consisting of the 7tl-. t* -""-'’-— the infantry of the Legion 
and corps of light infantry ; a troop of cavalry was 

placed on each flank; the first battalion of the 71st and the 
remainder of the cavahy formed the reserve. The .enemy’s line 
soon gave way, and their militia quitted the field. But om’ troops 
having been tM’own into some disorder by the pursuit, General 
Morgan’s corps faced' about, and gave them a heavy fire. Tliis 
unexpected event occasioned the utmost confusion in the first line. 
The first battalion of the 71st and the cavahy were successively 
ordered up ; but neither tlie exertions, entreaties, or example of 
Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton could prevent the panic from becoming 
general. The two three-pounders were taken, and I fear the 
colom’s of the 7th regiment shared the saine fate. In justice to 
the detachment of the royal artillery, I must here observe that no 
terror could induce them to abandon their guns, and they were all 
either killed or wounded in the defence of them. Lieut.-Colonel 
Tarleton with difficulty assembled fifty of Ms cavahy, who, having 
had time to recollect themselves, and being animated by the 
bravery of the officer who had so often led them to victory, charged 
and repulsed Colonel Washington’s horse, retook the baggage of 
the corps, and cut to pieces the detachment of ihe enemy who had 
taken possession of it ; and, after destroying what they could not 
conveniently bring off, retired with the remainder unmolested to 
Hamilton’s ford, near the mouth of Bullock’s Creek. The loss of 
oiu’ cavali'v is inconsiderable, but I fear about 400 of the infantry 
arc cUihcv killed, wounded, ox taken. I will transmit the particular 
account of the loss as soon as it can be ascertained. 
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I sliall direct Lieut.-Colonel Balfour to transmit a copy of tliis 
letter by the &st opportunity to the Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 

The defeat at Cowpens was the most serious calamity which 
had occurred since Saratoga, and crippled Lord Cornwallis’s move- 
ments during the remainder of tlif) war. Ko blame could attach 
to liim, as he had fm-nished Tarleton with 700 infantry and 850 
cavalry — the best troops of the army. Morgan had hardly an 
equal force, of wliich only 540 were Continentals. The loss of the 
English was about 600 — that of the Americans, according to their 
own account, less than 100. 

Notwithstanding this misfortune. Lord Cornwallis determined to 
persevere in his plan, and, having accomplished a junction with 
General Leslie on the 18th of January, he commenced his march 
on the 19th, previously destroying all the baggage w^hich could 
possibly be spared, and even inany of the waggons which conveyed 
provisions for the army. 

So active was the pursuit that the British reached the Catawba 
January 29, only tw^o hoiu’s after the Americans under Morgan, who 
had had several days’ start, had crossed it ; and they then ow'ed 
their safety to tlie heavy rains, which rendered the river imj)assable 
until February 1, when Lord CornwaUis forded it under a severe 
lire, by which his horse was hilled under him. ' This unfortunate 
delay interfered gi-eatly with his plan of preventing the junction 
of the Yu'ginian army with General Greene, but the rapidity of 
the march comj^eUed the latter to evacuate almost the whole of 
North Carolina. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My dear Lord, Salisbury, Feb. 4, 1781. 

We passed the Catawba on the 1st :;i c : *'.,!■ I’ "-! about 
four miles below Beatty’s. The Guards i- ''..nd;. . and, 

although they "were fired upon dm’ing the whole time of their 
passing by some militia under General Davidson,^ never returned a 
shot until they got out of the river and formed. On the same day 
Tarleton attacked a considerable body of militia, killed several, took 
some pri-ouci'.^. and di.=!pcr?cd the rest. 

1 am niiicli di.Mrc>scd l.iyiln; ihc-rs and creeks lu iii'c sw'elled,but 
shall u-y lo pas.s the Vudkin av ilm sludlo'.v (erd a? soon, as possible; 

1 General Davidson was killed in this action. 

G 2 
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I have the utmost confidence in your abilities and discretion. 
Our friends must be so disheartened by the misfortune of the 17th, 
that you ^vill get but little good from them. You Imow the im- 
portance of Ninety-Six: : let that place be your constant care. I 
long to hear from you. Yours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl .Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

Mt dear Lord, Hillsborough, Feb. 21, 1781. 

I tried by a most rapid march to strike a blow either at 
Greene, or Morgan before they got over the Dan, but could not 
effect it. The enemy, however, was too much hurried to be able 
to raise any militia in this province. The fatigue of our troops and 
the hardships which they suffered were excessive. I receive strong 
assurances from our friends. To-morrow the King’s standard will 
be erected, and I shall try every means to embody them, and to 
avail myself of their services. I cannot be sure when I shall be 
able to open the communication with Cross Creek ; it must be done 
soon, Is the troops are in the greatest want of shoes and other 
necessaries. 

As I am informed that Greene expects reinforcements from 
Pennsylvania, and that Virginia militia are turning out with great 
alacrity and in gTeat numbers, I should wish the three regiments 
expected from Ireland to be sent to me as soon as possible by way 
of Cape Fear, with orders to proceed without loss of time to Cross 
Creek. 

I have written to Greene threatening to send the prisoners of 
war to the West Indies in case he does not consent to an exchange. 
I would have you therefore make |iublK: (Icjeoii.d inlioM of doing it, 
and inform the principal officers that you cannot answer delaying 
it longer than the first week in April. A convoy should be requhed 
without letting the officer of the navy doubt my being in earnest. 

Yours most affectionately, 

Cornwallis. 

A considerable number of Loyalists prepared to obey Lord Corn- 
wallis’ summons, but General Greene suddenly re-entered North 
Carolina, and on Feb. 25 completely dispersed a large body of 
them on the banks of the Haw. Nearly 300 were killed, most of 
them after they had surrendered. Why Colonel Taiieton, who had 
been sent to cover their advance, and was within a mile of them 
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wliGn tliis occurred, did not move to thoir suivi'inri , lias never been 
clearly exi3lamed. This misfortune, iuMcd lo l iic failure of |)ro- 
visions near Hillsborougli, compollod T^onl OornwalHs to fall back 
and take up a new position near i!.!*: IbrUs of Deep Eiver, from 
whence, on. the 15tb of March, he advanced, towards Guilford to 
meet General Greene, who was approaching that town with about 
7000 men." ■ 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My DBAE DoED, Camp at Guilford, March 17, 1781, 

General Greene having been very considerably reinforced 
from Virginia by eighteen-months’ men and militia, and haviug 
Collected all the militia of this iirovince, advanced Avith an army of 
about 5000 or 6000 men and four 6-j)ounders to this place. I 
attacked hi m on the 15th, and after a very sharp action routed 
liis army and took his cannon. The great fatigue of the troops, 
the number of wounded, and the want of provision, prevented 
our pursuing the enemy beyond thd Eeedy Fork. I shall send 
my aide-de-camp, Captain Brodrick,^ as soon as possible to 
England with the particulars ; in the mean time I beg you wih 
transmit the contents of this note thither and to the Commander- 
in-Chief, 

If the reinforcement from Europe is arrived, send the whole or 
greatest part to Wilmington, with orders to proceed without loss of * 
time to Cross Creek. Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Moeninu State, March 16. 

286 
1638 

1921 

Casualties at Catawba Ford and other actions reevioub to March 15. 

OiScerB. E. and F., &o. 

Killed .. .. .. .. 1 - 11 

Wounded 2 .. 86 

Missing.. ■ - - 

3 .. 97 .. 100 


TotaL 

12 

88 


Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, &c. 
Bank and Pile 


• C;'pi:r'i :1;. Tr,:s. TTenry Brodrick, 
i.-. is jv..! I iontenant-Colouel 

( ■ ! ! 0 ‘ son of George, 

lir; \ : 1. Dec. 12, 1758, 


<1. 1", 1785, or. board Ad- 

!v=r.ii (V':-''-"’ .•siv;-, or ' f' 1 :ssage home 
frcr 11. r although 

!isii <■ i’ll '.r. 17T > lO li Sii. 
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Casualties at the Battle oe 

Guilford. 



Officers. 

R. and F., &c. 

Total. 

Killed . 

5 

88 

93 

Wounded . 

24 

389 

413 

Missing . 

- 

26 

26 


29 

503 

.! 532 

Several of the wounded officers died afterwards. 

Lord Corn- 


wallis was liimself sligiitly woiiiidecl, but would not allow liis name 
to be included in tbe list of casualties. Tbe American loss was 
very severe, but was never ascertained with accuracy ; tbeir own 
statements, on the very face of them, were evidently false. The 
victory would have been much more decisive had the men lost at 
CoAvpens, or even on the Haw, been present. Lord CornwaUis’ 
own despatch is given in the Appendix. 

This battle, however glorious to the British arms, was produc- 
tive of little real advantage, as Lord Cornwallis anticipated when 
he sent ■ r’ ^ B'-i-l 1 1 ,. • with despatches. The severe loss 
he had s-' ■ '■ ■ ! i- •, • of provisions, arising partly from 

the disaffection of the country, rendered it impossibJc for Lord 
OornwalHs to follow up the blow by pursuing General Greene, who 
had fled to , a position about twenty miles from Guilford, and there- 
fore four days after the battle he fell back to Cross Creek. Nor 
did Ins difficulties end here, for he was followed by General Greene, 
whose forces effectually prevented supplies being drawn from the 
open country, and, by keeping possession of the steep banks on each 
side of Cape Fear Eiver, rendered it impossible to navigate boats 
from Wilmington. No alternative remained but to move to Wil- 
mington, which by order of Lord Cornwallis had lately been 
garrisoned by a detachment ffiom Charlestown. He reached that 
place on the 7fh of April.' 


'Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, ' €ainp near Wilmington, April 10, 1781. 

. ... I am^ very anrious’ to receive your Excellency’s 

commands, being as yet totally in' the dark as to tKe intended 
operations of the summer. I cannot help expressing my wishes 
that the Chesajieak may become the seat of war, even (if neces- 
-sary) at the expense of abandoning New York. Until Virginia is 
in a manner subdued, our hold of the Carolinas must be difficult, if 
not precarious. The rivers in Virginia are advantageous to an 
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invading army; but Hortb Carolina is of all the provinces in 
America the most difficult to attack (unless material assistance 
could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of which I have 
sufficiently experienced), on account of its great extent, of the 
numberless rivers and creeks, and the total want of interior navi- 
gation. I i^ave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Coeitwallis to Major-Gen. Phillips. 


Dear Phillips, Camp near Wilmington, Apiil 10, 1781. 

I have had a most difficult and dangerous campaign, and 
lyas obhged to fight a battle 200 miles from any communication, 
against an enemy seven times my number. The fate of it was long 
doubtful. We had not a regiment or corps that did not at some 
time give way ; it ended however happily, in our completely 
routing tho eneniy and taking their cannon. The idea of our 
'friends rising in any number and to. any purpose totally faded, as I 
expected, and here I am, r>l my wounded and refitting 

my troops at Wilmington. I • ' r'- : ! of the naval action,^ 

and your arrival in the Chesapeak. Kow, my dear ficiend, what is 
our plan ? Without one we cannot succeed, and I assure you that 
I am quite tfred of matching about the country in quest of adven- 
tures. If we mean an. offensive war in America, we must abandon 
New York; and bring our whole force • into' Yirginia ; we then 
have a stake to fight for, and a successful battle may give us 
America. If our plan is defensive, mixed with desultory expedi- 
tions, let us quit the Carohnas (which cannot be held defensively 
while Vfrginia can be so easily armed agaiust us) and stick to our 
salt pork at New York, sending now and then a detachment to 
steal tobacco, &c, 

I daily expect three regiments from Ireland : leaving one of 
them at Charlestown, with the addition of the other two and the 
flank companies I can come By land to you ; but whether after we 
have joined we shall have a sufficient force for a war of conquest, 
I should tliink very doubtful. By a ■war of conquest, I mean, to 
possess the country sufficiently to overturn the Bebel government, 
and to establisb a inilitia and some kind of mixed authority of our 


1 A I:'.!' ■ 1; ."1 with P,:-;,.!..! 

I,,;; .;■■ ■ ;i ■'ll - .■.v!..-'. I, i\ !;. . 

Higton ordered, should, if taken, not be ad- ;:■■■■ 

V ' 1! f.. T',.;v crr-harVed r-i .v:-.” 
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own. If no reinforcement comes, and that I am obliged to march 
with my present force to the upper frontiers of South Carolina, my 
situation wiU he truly distressing. If I was to embark from hence, 
the loss of the upper posts in South Carolina would be inevitable. 
I have as yet received no orders. If the reinforcements arrive, I 
must move from hence, where the men will be sickly and the horses 
starved. If I am sure that you are to remain in the Chesapeak, 
perhaps I may come directly to you. 

It is very difficult to get any letters r>AT,Trpyf>rl Py on 

account of the vigilance and severity of the I 

believe aU mine to General Arnold miscarried, and I did not re- 
ceive one from him. Most sincerely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Mobning State, April 15. Wilmington. 


Officers, including Oliaplains and Surgeons 127 

Sergeants, Drummers, and Privates ,. .. .. 2069 


218G 

Of these, Eank and Pile, 1829. 


On command, in and out of the district 544 

Prisoners of war 694 

Sick 436 

Wounded 397 

Detached 214 

Including Officers 2273 


Right Hon. C. W. Cornwall,^ Speaker op the House of Commons, 
TO Lieut.- General Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Pnvy Oai-dens, Nov. y® 30th, 1780. 

In obedience to the commands of the House of Commons, I 
have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed Re- 
solutions. 

I have the highest satisfaction iu this opportunity of r:N]-)ressmg 
that I have the strongest sense of l:!ic: inen’i uiui. imi'crliinci- of the 


^ Right Hon. Charles Wolfran Cornwall, 
h. about 1732, d. Jan. 2, 1789; m. Auff. 
1764, 

and sis ■ ■ ■ ■. ■ ; ■ ■ 

Lord c ' ' 

1780, ■■ 

Eyre, . T,' , : 


death. Elected Speaker Ocf. 31, 17.8oih3' a 
majority of 20:5 to 1:54 against Sir Fletcher 

Norton. M.o -r— j 

to 1774, ■ . . , and for 

Rye till ■ ■ ' . ' ■ ' ; r”..--!. ■; 

15001. for having I'.i-i.-.t'..! eeria'n Ci;; 
claims. 
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services wliich. your Lordsliip has rendered to your country, and of 
assuring you that I am, with the greatest respect. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

C. W. COENWALL. 

This vote of thanlis was moved by the Opposition, and not by 
Ministers, by whom it was coldly received ; it was carried without 
a division. 

Eael Coenwallis to the Eight Hon. C. W. Cornwall, Speaker of 
THE House of Commons. 

SiE, Wilmington, April 18, 1781, 

I have received with the greatest satisfaction the favour of 
your letter of November 30, 1780, inclosing the resolution of the 
House of Commons of the 27th of that month, so very favourable 
ml ■P.ct+ew'^rr to me. 

i vii;-: t. Sii', that you be pleased to inform the House 
that I am truly sensible of the high honour conferred upon me, 
and that it shall be my constant study, by the most earnest 
attention to the duties of my profession, to merit a continuance of 
liicir irj']irobiiii()Ti. 

i beg you will accept my acknowledgements for the obliging 
manner in 'which you communicated to me the thanks of the 
House, and j have the honoui', &c., 

Coenwallis^ 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My LoED, Wilmington, April 18, 1781. 

I think it incumbent on me to be expKcit to your Lordship, 
as liis Majesty’s mniister, on one or two capital points. The prin- 
cipal reasons for undertaking a winter’s campaign were — ^the diffi- 
culty of a defensive war in South Carolina, and the hopes that our 
fiiends in North Carolina, who were said to be very numerous, 
would make good their promises of assembling and taking an 
active part with us in endeavouring to re-estabhsh his Majesty’s 
government. Our experience has Aown that their numbers are 
not sSi ;^eat as had boon roprosontel, and that their friendship was 
only piW'ivo. Lor wi.‘ have riJCoi\T;»l littl.e assistance from them 
siiiro (Hir aniviil in thf pTO\inoo ; and alth-)i:gli Tg.ivo fho strivigo-t 
and most public ass\o.-uuco>. tliai afver rciiiiing iwA (li-.r 

sick and wounded, I shi.aild rolarn to ilu.- iTiur (.'uHiilry, if.-i 
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two Iiundred liaye been prevailed upon to follow us, eitber as pro- 
vincials or militia. Tliis being the case, the immense extent of 
this country, cut with numberless rivers and creeks, and the total 
want of internal navigation, which renders it impossible for our 
army to remain long in the heart of the country, will make it very 
difficult to reduce this province to obedience by a dhect attack 
upon it. If therefo*-'- il arrr-rsr ■ ihr- interest of Great 

Britain to maintain'.' : < -.:■■■ I to push the war 

in the Southern pro’-'i-- -. I \ C -- lis- !-\ <■'' giving it as my 
opinion, that a serious attempt upon Virginia would be the most 
solid plan, because successful operations might not only be attended 
with important consequences there, but would tend to the security 
of South Carolina, and ultimately to the submission of North Caro- 
lina. The great reinforcements sent by Yirginia to General 
Greene, whilst General Arnold was in the Chesapeak, are con- 
vincing proofs that small expeditions do not frighten that powerful 
province. X have the honour, &c., 

OOEFWALLIS. 

Eakl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My Loud, Wilmington, April 18, 1781. 

I fed myself much itidobtcd to your Lordship for your kind 
assistance in procming the ranlc of major for my aide-de-camp, 
Major Boss. ... I was much disappointed to find that his 
Majesty did not think Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton’s services deserved 
to be rewarded with the rank of Lieut.-Colonel in the army, and it 
would' give me most sensible mortification if it should be now with- 
held from him. He was once, it is true, unfortunate ; but the 
affair of the 17th of January must be classed among the extraordi- 
nary events of war, as his disposition and conduct of the action 
were as unexceptionable as his previous manoeuvres were able to 
force General Morgan to fight. . . . Your Lordship must know so 
well how agreeable any favour conferred upon my near relation and 
aide-de-camp, Captain Brodrick, must be to me, that I think it un- 
necessary to trouble you on that subject. j iiave, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 

In this same letter Lord Comwr'’'lI^ id -- r.'---!’ 1 for brevet 
rank for Lieutenant Macleod,^ who ! \ iiitillery, and 

1 Lieutenant, afterwards General Sir John William Henry, 4th Marquis of Lothian, 
Maeleod, G.C.H., b. Jan. 29, 1752, d. Jan. Colonel-Commandant and Director-General 
1833 ; m. Jan. 2, 1783, Emily, dau. of of Artillery. 
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for perraission for Lieutenant Haldane,^ an officer of engineers and 
Ms aide-de-camp, to exchange into the Guards, in which corps 
there were many vacancies, or to be made a captain. These 
requests were all refused. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My LOEB, Wilmington, April 18, 1781. 

I marched from Guilford in the morning of the 18th of 
March, and next day arrived at BeFs Mill, where I gave the troops 
two days’ rest, and procured a small supply of provisions. From 
thence I proc-oc-dod dowly towards Cross Creek, attending to the con- 
venience of subsistence, and the movement of our wounded. On my 
way I issued the enclosed Proclamation, and took every means in my 
power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our friends to join us. 

From all my information, I intended to have halted at Cross 
Creek as a proper place to refresh and refit the troops, and I was 
much disappointed on my arrival there to -P’-l ir-r-r-'-d'-''.-. 

Provisions were scarce — ^not four days’ ‘ r. : ii * ■ 

and to us the navigation of the Cap M'-.i W i : ‘i i 

impraeticoblo, for the distance by water is upwards of an hundred 
iiiilcs, ilic breadth seldom above one hundred yards, the banks 
high, and the inhabitants on each side generally hostile. 

’ Under these circumstances I was obhged to continue my march 
to this place, in the neighbourhood of wMch I arrived on the 7th 
instant. I have been busy since my arrival in disposing of our 
sick and wounded, and in procuring the necessary supplies to put 
the troops in a proper 1o lake the field. I am in daily 
expectation of seeing the reinforcements from Europe, and of 
receiving the Commander-in-CMefs directions for the further 
operations of the campaign. I liave, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Proclamation by Earl Cornwallis. 


HiUsborough, Feb. 20, 1781. 


repair without loss of time, with their arms aad ten days’ provisions, to the Royal 


* Lieutenant, afterwards Lieut.-Colonel was many years on Lord Coriiwallic; staff in 
Henry Haldane, b. 1750, d. Feb., 1825. He America and in India. 
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Standard now erected at Hillsborongli, where they will meet with the most friendly 
reception ; and I do hereby assure them that 1 am ready to concur with them in 
p .. --T—- - — --- -Li--- pj-ovince, and 


EAEL CORlSrWALLIS TO THE RiGHT HON. ThOMAS ToWNSHEND. 

Deae Thomas, wiimmgton, Api-n 21 , i78i. 

I have received your very land letter, and am sensible of 
the obliging part you took in the debate ^ in wliicb I was concerned. 

I send you H, Brodi-ick Avitli another victory. Whether it may 
be of advantage to the public or not, I trust it will prove useful 
to him. Yours ever, &c,, 

COBNWALLIS. 

Eael Coenwallis to De. "Webstee.® 

DeAE SiE, >• Wilmington, April 23, 1781. 

Tt -.TV't ' to undertake a task which is not 

only a ''li:- r •. y grief, but must be a violent shook 

to an affectionate parent. 

You have for your support the assistance of religion, good sense, 
and an experience of the uncertainty of all human enjoyment. 
You have for your satisfaction, that your son fell nobly in the cause 
of his country, honoured and lamented by his fellow-soldiers ; that 
he led a life of honour and virtue, which must secure to him ever- 
lasting happiness. When the keen sensibility of the passions 
begins a little to subside, these considerations will afford you real 
comfort. 

That the Almighty may give you fortitude to bear this severest 
of trials, is the earnest iidsh of your companion in affliction, and 
most faithful servant, Coenwallis. 

Eael Coenwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlE, Wilmington, Apiil 23, 1781 

I have the honour to enclose to you a duplicate of my letter 
of the 10th, sent by the Ampnitrite, and copies of all my letters to 
the Secretary of State. As ttey contain the most exact account 

^ Hoy. 27, 1780, when Mr. Coke moved kine, Esq., of Valloyfield. His son, b. about 
the vote of thanks, which was supported by 1743, Lieut.-Colonel of the 33rd — Lord 
Mr, Townshend, Cornwallis’ own regiment — was wounded at 

^ Alexander Webster, D.D., an eminent the battle of Guill'ord, and died a few days 
divine in Edinburghi b, 1703, d. Jan. 25, after. 

1784; m. 1737, Mary, dau. of — - Ers- 
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of every transaction of tlae campaign, of tlie present state of things 
in the district, of my great apprehensions from the movement of 
General Greene towards Camden, and my resolutions in conse- 
quence of it, I have nothing to add to them for your Excellency’s 
satisfaction. Neither my cavalry nor infantry are in readiness to 
move. The former are in want of everything ; the latter of every 
necessary hut shoes, of wliich we have received an ample supply. 
I must however begin my march to-morrow. It is very disagree- 
able to me to decide upon measures so very important, and of such 
consequence to the general conduct of the war, without an oppor- 
tunity of procuring your Excellency’s dii-ection or approbation. 
But the delay and difficulty of conveying letters, and the impossi- 
bility of waiting for answers, render it in<.lis|)<,;!i>;iii>ly necessary. 
My present undertaking sits heavy on m\- mind. .1 have expe- 
rienced the dangers and distresses of marching some hundreds of 
miles in a country chiefly hostile, without one active or useful 
friend, without mteUigence, and without communication with any 
part of the country. The situation in which I leave South Caro- 
lina adds much to my anxiety, yet I am under the necessity of 
adopting tliis hazardous enterprise hastily, and with the appearance 
of T And there is no prospect of sppedy reinforce- 

mr ■' ■!•■■■! i'. ■. and that the return of General Greene to 
Nc with or without success, would put a junc- 

tion with General Phillips out of my power. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, Wilmington, April 23, 1781. 

I yesterday received an express by a small vessel from 
Charlestown, informing me that a frigate wns there, but not then 
able- to get over the bar, with despatches from Sir Henry Clinton, 
notifying to me thal Mid.n-Gcnc-rril Phillips had been detached 
into the Chesapeak wiih a rt.>!i-'id<.:riil>Ii-- force, with instructions to 
co-operate with tliis army, and to put himseK under my orders. 
This express likewise brought me tlie disagreeable accounts that 
the upper posts of South Carolina were in the most imminent 
danger from an alarming spirit of revolt among many of the 
people, and by a movement of General Greene’s army. 

Although the expresses that I sent from Cross Creek to inform 
Lord Lawdon of the necessity I was under of coming to this place, 
and to warn him of the possibility of - such an attempt of the 
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enemy, Iiacl all miscarried, yet liis Lordsliip was lucky enougk to 
be apprised of General Greene’s approach at least six days before 
]; . j-..- ->• p— iL'l. reach Camden, and I am therefore still induced 
i. ; V- ■ :t opinion of his Lordship’s abilities, and the pre- 
i-j- i-.i-c - hy him and Lieut.-Colonel Balfour, that we shall 

not be so unfortunate as to lose any considerable corps. 

The distance from hence to Camden, the want of forage and 
subsistence on the gi’eatest part of the road, and the difficulty of 
passing the Pedee when opposed by an enemy, render it utterly 
impossible for me to give immediate assistance, and I apprehend a 
possibility of the utmost hazard to this little corps, mthout the 
chance of a benefit, in the attempt. For if we are so unlucky as 
to suffer a severe blow in South Carolina, the spirit of revolt in 
that province would become very general, and the numerous rebels 
in this province be encouraged to be more than ever active and 
violent. This might enable General Greene to hem me in amongst 
the groat rivers, and by cutting off our subsistence render our arms 
useless. And to remain here for transports to carry us off would 
be a work of time, would lose our cavalry, and be otherwise as 
ruinous and disgraceful to Britain as most events could be. I have 
therefore, under so many embarrassing cfrcumstances (but looking 
upon Charlestown as safe from any immediate attack from the 
Eebels), resolved to take advantage of General Greene’s having left 
the back of Virginia open, and march immediately into that pro- 
vince to attempt a junction with General Phillips. 

I have more readily decided upon this measure, because if 
General Greene fails in the object of his march his retreat will 
relieve South Carolina ; and my force, being very insufficient for 
offensive operations in this province, may be employed usefuUy 
in Virginia in conjunction with the corps under the command of 
General Phfflips. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Wilmington, April 24, 1781. 

« . . I have reflected very seriously on the subject of my ■ 
attempt to march into Virginia, and have in conserpicnco written a 
letter to Major-General Phillips, of which I have the honour to 
inclose a copy to your Excellency. I have hkewise directed Lieut.- 
Colonel Balfour to send transports and prnwsions to this port, in 
case I should find the junction ufrli .lliiior-(<'(.‘iii;ral Phillips inex- 
pedient or impracticable, andtl'.;;i: .1 siiouid ha\'c i!ir- mortification 
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of seeing tliat tliere is no other method of conyeyrng his MajevSty’s 
troops to South Carolina without exposing them to the most 
eyident danger of being lost. j 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lleut.-Colonel Tarleton. 

DeAE TaELETON, ■ Nehiinty Creek, May 5, 1781. 

You must be sensible that in the pre.sont in Jinnee I put the 
greatest confidence in you. I trust to your disen tion. iny honour 
and future happiness. I am conyinced you -will be upon your 
guard against the sanguine opinions of friends and your own 
prejudices. Aboye all things attend to dates, and distinguish 
between is and /las hem. You wiU read my letter. Send as many 
messages or notes as you can, but all conveyed in the same 
cautious language. I confide in the correctness of your report as 
to the passing, and the certainty of speedy com- 

munica:'"". ■■ c.i If it will not do, take care not to stay 

too long. Yomrs very sincerely, 

COENWALLIS. 

Colonel Tarleton and Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton of the North 
Carolina regiment had pushed forward with a small body of 
cavalry and a few infantry to feel the way towards Petersburgh. 
The vigilance of the Americans had intercepted almost all com- 
munication between Lord Cornwallis and Ccucrnl Phillips, and the 
former was aware that if he failed to effect ihc: jiiiu lion. total ruin 
probably awaited his own army. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Coenw'Allis, 

My LoED York, April 30, 1781, 

. * , I make no doubt that you will think it right to 

communicate to Major-General Phillips without d' Iii.y liu; pi.-iu of 
your future operations in that quarter, together with your opinion 
how the Chesnr"r,k pr’^v #^xert theirs to assist themw 

That General « V,:.- ■■ .. iy - 1=:-^ orders 3500 men, and I 

shall send him 1700 more, which are rp>\\ cnd'.arlco.:!, luxl will sail 
Avhcncycr the Admiral is ready. With these, my Lord, which are 
ranli; and file fit for duty, and gi*cat part of them^ taken from the 
dlite of my arinr, Gcnoral J^hiUips 'is directed by his instructions to 
act in favour of your T.ordship to iho best of his judgment, until he 
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receives your orders, and afterwards in sncli manner as yoii may 
please to command Mm, &c. But I should be sorry to find your 
Lordship continue in the opinion, that our hold of the Carolinas 
must be difficult, if not precarious, until Virginia is in a manner 
subdued, as that is an event which I fear would require a con- 
siderable space of time to accomplish ; and as far as I can judge, 
it might be not quite so expedient at this advanced season of 
the year to enter into a long operation in that climate. This, 
however, will greatly depend upon ch-cumstances, of which your 
Lordship and General Plnllips may probably be better judges 
hereafter. 

With regard to the operations of the summer, which your 
Lordship is anxious to receive my directions about, you cannot but 
be sensible that they must in great measure detrend on your Lord- 
sMp’s successes in Carolina, the certainty and numbers of the 
expected reinforcement from Europe, and likewise on your Lord- 
ship sending back to me the corps I had spared to you under 
, Major-General Leslie (which Lord Eawdon in his letter of the 
Slst October told me you could retmm in the spring) ; for until I 
am informed of the particulars of your Lordship’s march through 
North Carolina, the effective strength of your moving army, your 
plan of operations for carrying those objects you had or may have 
in view into execution, as well by the corps acting under your o\ra 
immediate orders, as those acting in co-operation under Major- 
General Phillips, it must be obviously impossible for me to deter- 
mine finally upon a plan of operations for the campaign. . . . 

I have, &c., 

H. Clintoh. 

The corps under Major-General Phillips, the effective strength 
of wMch Sir Semry Clinton very much overrated, had been directed 
to penetrate into Virginia, as far as they could be supported by the 
fleet. These orders were executed with great success, and stores, 
provisions, and property of large value were destroyed. In the 
mean time Lord Cornwallis had quitted Wilmington, April 25, to 
effect a junctions Kli CciK-inl Plilllij .':, wlio marched to Petersburgh, 
the proposed rend.r/vou?-, v.iK-rc- li,.- dird about a week before the 
arrival of Lord Cornwallis, to the great sorrow of the latter. In a 
subsequent despatch, May 29, Sir Hem.’y Clinton strongly objects 
to this junction, shadowing out some intention of a combined naval 
and military operation in the Chesapeak. 
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Loro RAwooisr to Earl Coritwallis, 

My dear Lord, Camden, April 25, 1781. 

General Greene arrived before ns on tbe 19tli. As Watson' 
had not joined me, I remained on the defensive ; hnt hearing that 
Lee, Sumpter, and Marion were coming to Greene, and the South 
Carolina regiment having got safe to me from Mnety-Six, I thought 
it best to risk an action. We therefore attacked Greene at 10 
o’clock this morning. He was strongly posted on Hobkirk’s TTill, 
just beyond Logtown. After a severe action we routed him totally ; 
his cannon escaped by going off very early, and the enemy’s supe- 
riority in cavaby prevented our maldng many prisoners. I cannot 
yet tell the loss on either part ; but I think the enemy’s treble ours. 
Excuse this scrawl, my dear Lord, for I am overcome with fatigue. 
I wlU send your Lordsliip a more particular account as soon as pos- 
I have the honom’ to be, &o., 

Eawdon. 


[la Cipher.] 

May 2. 

Greene is still at Eiigeley’s — suppose waiting for succour. 
Lee and Marion, I believe, have joined him. Sumpter is collecting 
provisions for him in the Fork. M'Arthur, I find, is not to cross 
Santee; but I have now some hope of Watson. Be assmred every 
exertion shall be made, but nothing done rashly. I have provisions 
for a fortnight, and horses plenty. Our action cost us 220 men. 
Greene lost at the very least 500. Continentals come in fast. 


Lord Eawdon obtained no beneficial result from this victory ; 
for, although joined a few days later by a considerable reinforce- 
ment, he found himself too weak to take active measm'es against 
Greene, and considered it advisable to retbe to the vicinity of 
Charlestown. This move, and the retreat of Lord CornwaUis to 
Wilmington, enabled the Eebels to capture several forts which had 
kept the north an-1 = rid | - South r -i i;:by -M .u. 
and also to enter t- ■■ '.-x they ha ! g i- ' < 

They took Augusta after a very gallant resistance. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Eawdon. 

My dearest Lord, Petersburgh, May 20, 1781. 

I cannot describe my feelings on your most glorious victory, 
by far the most splendid of this war. My terrors for you had 

1 Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Tadwell Watson, wards a Oeneral, and Colonel 8th Royal 
Captain and Lient.-Colonel 3rd Guards, after- Veteran Battalion, d. 182G. 
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almost distracted me, but seized, afterwards to lieigbteii, if possible, 
idy lieartfelt satisfaction. I inclose an extract of my letter to tire 
Commander-in-Cliief, to prewent too sanguine expectations, wliicli 
dearly-bouglit experience has shown me are not to be raised in 
consequence of victories in this country. 

As to the extensive frontier 'vvliicb we have Mtberto endea- 
voured to occupy, I am not certain whether we, had not better 
relinquish it, even if Greene should move this way. But this I 
leave to yom* discretion, or eventually to that of Balfom*, promising 
my most hearty support against any criticism or interested repre- 
sentation. The ] in-laiu,-.:? of the weakness and treachery 

of our friends in .So:iili v aroliii.-i, iind the impossibility of getting 
any military assistance from them, makes the possession of any 
pnrt of the country of very little use, except in supplying provisions 
■for Chari eslomi. The situation of the province renders it impos- 
sible for us to avail , ourselves of its rich produce, and a strong 
garrison in Charlestown, with a small corps in the country, will 
prevent the enemy fi’om reaping any advantage from it, unless 
they keep a considerable body of Continentals in the country for 
that purpose. 

I tills day formed a junction -with the corps under Arnold at 
this place. You will conceive my distress at the loss of my poor 
■ri’i',.-i;d P’lillij.'S. I cannot immediately say what measures I shall 
puisiio. i iui) superior to La Fayette,^ even after Wayne^ joins 
him ; but the Commander-in-Chief has notified the sailing of the 
French fleet and 2500 troojis frum Ehode Island. I understand 
that our post at Poi'tsmouth is a bad one, and must consequently 
take care of my communication with it, until I hear something of 
the fleets, Balfour sends me the most horrid accounts of the 
cruelty of the enemy, and the numberless minders committed by 
them. If it should be in yoin power, I should hope you would 
endeavour to put a stop to them, by retaliation, or such means as 
may appear most efficacious. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 Gill)ni-t, ^rinf-riivr, 'Viirmsis de la Fayette, made a Major-General before he was 21. 
b. Se^iL. I, I,,-)?, d. May 20, 1834; m. - • - - ■ 7 

April 11, 1774, Mad"*-' de Noailles, dau. of I : ■ . . ' . ‘ 

Louis Paul Due d’Ayen, afterwards ■ Due de I .... 

Noailles. He was almost tlie first foreigner i . ■ . . 

who joined the Americans, by whom he was 
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E.ve,l Cornwallis to Sm Henry Clinton. 

SlKj Petersburgh, May 20, 1781. 

You will easily conceive how sensible an affliction it was to 
me on entering this province, to receive an account of the death 
of my Mend General Phillips, whose loss I cannot sufficiently 
lament from jiersonal or public considerations. 

The corps which I brought fr'om North Carolina, arrived here 
this morning. The information conveyed by your Excellency to 
General Arnold, relative to the probable movements of the Erench 
armament, restrains me at present from any material offensive 
(.jicrrition^ : but as soon as I can hear any satisfactory accounts of 
i!'.'' Two ilcci-', I will endeavour to make the best use in my power 
of the troops under my command. General Arnold being of 
opinion that Portsmouth, ivith its present garrison, is secure against 
a coup-de-main, I would wish to avoid making a precipitate move- 
ment towards that place without absolute necessity, because it 
would lessen our reputation in tliis province ; but I have sent to 
assure the commanding officer, that I will do everything I can to 
relieve him, in case the Erench should attack the post. 

La Eayette is at WHtown, on the other side of James Eiver, not 
far from Richmond ; I have not heard that Wayne has yet joined 
him. 

It is with infinite satisfaction that I inclose to your Excellency, 
copies of two letters from Lord Eawdon, which have relieved me from 
• the most cruel anxieties. His Lordship’s great abilities, courage, 
and firmness of mind, cannot be sufficiently a-'' • r' d rim 

There is now great reason to hope that ■. ,■■ ■ n i ■ : 'i ‘s i.-' 
serious misfortune in that province ; if, however, General Greene 
should persevere in carrying on offensive operations against it, we 
must, I think, abandon Camden, and probably Ninety-Six, and 
limit our defence to the Congaree and the Santee ; this wiU. only 
be giving up two bad posts, wliich it is difficult to supply with pro- 
visions, and quitting a part of the country, which for some months 
past we have not really possessed. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Lord George Germain to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received in Maj.] 

My Lord Whitehall, March 7, 1781. 

The reasons which you assign for calling General ^ Leslie 
from Virginia are founded in wisdom, and could not fail teing ap- 
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proved by the King, and as I have had the pleasure to learn from 
Colonel Balfour that General Leslie had joined you, and you were 
in motion on the 11th of January, I make no doubt but your Lord- 
ship will by this time have had the honour to recover the province 
of North Carolina to his Majesty ; and I am even sangmine enough 
to hope from your Lordship’s distinguished abilities and zeal for the 
King’s service, that the recovery of a part of Yirgmia will crovm 
your successes before the season becomes too intemperate for land 
operations. I am, &c., 

Geoege Geemaie. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SiE, Byrd’s Plantation, North of James River, May 26, 1781 . 

. . . The reinforcement is safely arrived in James Eiver, 
and I opened aU your despatches to poor PliiUips marked on his 
Majesty's iServioe. 

The arrival of the reinforcement has made me easy about 
Portsmouth for the present. I have sent General Leslie thither 
with the 17th regiment and the two battalions of Anspach, keep- 
ing the 43rd regiment with the army. 

I shall now proceed to dislodge La Payette from Eiohmond, 
and with my light troops to destroy any magazines or stores in the 
neighbomhood, which may have been collected either for his use, 
or General Greene’s army. From thence I purpose to move to the 
Neck at Williamsburgh, whicli is represented as healthy, and where 
some subsistence may be procmed, and keep myself unengaged 
from operations which might interfere with your plan for the cam- 
paign, until I have the satisfaction of hearing from you. I hope I 
shall then have an opportunity to receive better information than 
has hitherto been in my power to procme, relative to a proper 
harbour and place of arms. At present I am inclined to think 
weE of York. The objections to Portsmouth are, that it cannot be 
made strong without an army to defend it, that it is remarkably 
unhealthy, and can give no protection to a ship of the line. Wayne 
has not yet joined La Fayette, nor can I positively learn where he 
is, or what is his force. Greene’s cavahy are said to be coming 
this way, but I have no certain accoimts of it. 

From the experience I have had, and the dangers I have 
undergone, ■■■!• - 'v.: v- - - I . ’-.e to be absolutely necessary 

for the safe i.'i-i -i-.- ■■■!.■■ !■ .-‘this war, which is, — ^that we 

should have as few posts as possible, and that wherever the King’s 
troops are, they should be in respectable force. By the vigorous 
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exertions of tlie present governors of America, large bodies of men 
are soon collected ; and. I have too often observed that when a 
storm tlneatens, onr friends disappear. In regard to taking pos- 
session of Philadelphia by an incnrsion (even if practicable) without 
an intention of keeping or burning it (neither of which appears to 
be advisable), I should apprehend it would do more harm than 
good to the cause of Britain. 

I shall take the liberty of repeating, that if offensive war is in- 
tended, Virginia appears to me the only province in which it can 
be carried on, and in which there is a stake. But to reduce the 
province and keep possession of the country, a considerable army 
would be necessary, for with a small force the business would pro- 
bably terminate unfavourably, though the begmning might be 
successful. 

By my letter of the 20th, your Excellency will observe that, 
instead of thinking it possible to do anything in North Carolina, I 
am of opinion that it is doubtful whether we can keep the posts in 
the back parts of South Carolina ; and I believe I have stated in 
former letters, the infinite difficulty of protecting a frontier of 300 
miles against a persavering enemy, in a country where we have no 
water communication, and where few of the inhabitants are active 
or useful friends. ... I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, waiiamsburgh, June 27, 1781. 

■ . . . My orders from New York make it necessary for 

me to give up all thought of a post on this side of James Eiver. 
You wid stop all the detachments that I ordered up, except the 
part of the 80th. ... I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, WUIiamsburgli, June 28, 1781. 

I am very unwilling to give up the idea of fixing the place 
of arms at York, if it is possible to effect it consistent with the 
arrangement of the force in this country. I shall therefore go 
to-morrow to York to exomino that place before I take my final 
resolution. As the war iu N’irgiiiia is io 1 m ' only defensive, except 
some desultory expeditions, all idea of diversion in favour of the 
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Cai’olinas must cease, and consequently tlie war in South. Carolina 
will be kept tip by the enemy as long as we attempt to hold any 
part of the province. In that case I think that either yon or I 
should go thither; perhaps you may go for a time and I may 
relieve you. If Lord Eawdon goes home, everytliing must fall into 
the greatest confusion. Nor can Balfour, however able, do any 
good without suppiort. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SiRj Williamsburgh, June 30, 1781. 

. . . The morning after my arrival here I was honoiued 
with your Excellency’s despatches of the 11th and 15th instant. By 
them I find that you tliinlc if an offensive army could be spared, it 
would not be advisable to employ it in this, province. It is natural 
for every officer to turn his thoughts particularly to the part of the 
war in wliich he has been most employed ; and as the security at 
least of South Carolina, if not the reduction of North Carolina, 
seemed to be generally expected from me, both in this country and 
in England, I thought myself called upon, after the experiment I 
had made had failed, to point out the oidy mode m my opinion 
of effecting it, and to declare that until Yn-ginia was to a degree 
subjected we could not reduce North Carolina, or have any certain 
hold of the back country of South Carolina, the want of navigation 
rendering it impossible to maintain a sufficient army in either of 
these provinces at a considerable distance from the coast, and the 
men and riches of Yirguiia furnishing ample supplies to the rebel 
southern army. 

I will not say much in praise of the mditia of the Southern 
colonies, but the list of British officers and soldiers killed and 
wounded by them since last June, proves but too fatally that they 
are not wholly contemptible. 

Tour Excellency being charged with the weight of the whole 
American war, your opinions of course are less partial, and are 
directed to all its parts; to those opinions it is my duty im- 
plicitly to submit. 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought myself called 
upon by you to give my opinion with aU deference on the attempt 
npon Pbdfidclpbin. Having experienced mucli di.sappoiritmrr.t 011 
l!i;ii lio;.ul, I. owii 1 would cautiously eng%e in ni.-o.-iii'c'; (icpcn-.ling 
materially for their success upon activ'-c assistance from the country ; 
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and I tliought tlie attempt upon Philadelj)Iiia would do more harm 
than good to the cause of Britain, because, sujiposing it practicable 
to get possession of the town (which, besides other obstacles, if the 
redoubts are kept up, would not be easy), we could not hope to 
arrive, without their having had sufficient warning of our approach 
to enable them to secure the specie and the greatest part of theh 
valuable public stores by means of their boats and shipping, which 
give them certain possession of the river fi-om Mud Island upwards. 
The discrhninatmg of the owners, and destroying any considerable 
quantity of West India goods and other merchanffize dispersed 
through a great town, without burning the whole together, would 
be a work of much time and labour. Our appearance there, with- 
out an intention to stay, might give false hopes to many Mends, 
and occasion then.' ruin ; and any unlucky accident on our retreat 
might furnish matter for great triumph to our enemies. However, 
my opinion on that subject is at present of no great importance, 
as it aj)pears from your Excellency’s despatches that, in the exe- 
cution of those ideas, a co-operation was intended from yom* side, 
wliich now could not be depended upon, from the uncertainty of 
the permanency of our naval superiority, and your iippreh-ns-ioTi^ 
of an intended serious attempt upon New York : ILiiVc 
lost no time in taldng measm’es for complying with the requisition 
contained in your despatch of the 15th instant. 

Upon viewing York, I was clearly of opuiion that it far exceeds 
our power, consistent with your plans, to make safe defensive posts 
there and at Gloucester, both of which would be necessary for the 
protection of shipping. The state of the transports has not yet 
been reported to me, but I have ordered the few that are at Ports- 
mouth to be got ready, and as soon as I pass James Eiver (for 
wliich purpose the boats are collecting), and can get a convoy, they 
shall be despatched with as many troops as they will contain, and 
shall be followed by others as fast as you send transports to receive 
them. Wlien I see Portsmouth, I shall give my opinion of the 
number of men necessary for its defence, or of any other post that 
may be thought more proper. But as magazines, &c., may be 
destroyed by occasional expeditions from New York, and there is 
little chance of being able to establish a post capable of giving 
-h'l = --Mw-. I submit it to youi- Excellency’s 
( -■ . i- i; ■. ■■■ . whil e to hold ;; sicldv dofciisivc 

I '! ‘c !.ib ^ : v be exposed 10 a sadJ';;! i’iv cch. 

attack, and wliich experience has shown makes no diversion in 
favour of the southern axmf. 

Tarloton was lucky enough to intercept an express with letters 
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from G-reene to La Fayette, of wMcli tlie inclosed are copies. By 
them yon will see General Greene’s intention of coming to the 
northward, and that part of the reinforcements destined for his 
army, was stopped in consequence of my arrival here. There can 
be little doubt of his returning to the southward, and of the rein- 
forcements proceeding to join liis army. 

I s till continue in the most painfol anxiety for the situation of 
South Carolina. Tom' Excellency will have received accounts of 
Lord Eawdon’s proceedings previous to his arrival at Monk’s 
Corner, and of his intended operations. My last account from him 
is in a note to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour, dated the 9th instant at 
Fourhole Bridge, and he was then in great hopes of being in time 
to save Cruger. I have ordered Colonel Gould ^ to proceed, as 
soon as convoy could be procm'ed, with the 19th and 30th regiments 
to New York, leaving the 3rd regiment and flank companies in 
South Carolina till yom? pleasure be known. I named the flank 
companies, because they might be distant at the time of the arrival 
of the order, and as a corps capable of exertion is much wanted on 
that service. 

Your Excellency w^ell knows my opinion of a defensive wnr on 
the frontiers of South Carolina. From the state of Lord Bawdon’s 
health it is impossible that he can remain, for which reason, 
although the command in that quarter can only be attended with 
mortification and disappointment, yet as I came to America with no 
other view than to endeavom* to be useful to my country, and as 
I do not think it possible to render any service in a defensive 
situation here, I am willing to repair to Charlestown, if you approve 
of it ; and in the mean time I shah, do everything in my power 
to arrange matters here till I have your answer. 

La Fayette’s Continentals, I believe, consist of about 1700 or 
1800 men, exclusive of some twelvemonths’ men, collected by 
Steuben.® He has received considerable reinforcements of militia, 
and about 800 mountain riflemen under Campbell. He keeps 
with his main body about eighteen or twenty miles fr’om us, his ad- 
vanced corps about ten or twelve, an intention of 

insulting our rear-guard when we Eiver ; I hope, 

however, to put that out of his power by crossing at James City 

^ Colonel Paston Gould, brother of Sir rnn-.r.:-;--?. TT'- b?.] T.rv-r”;'.! 

Charles C ■ ’ 1. • : b" .. i:-;: I;-,: . r- v Jv- 1 

Lieut.-Ci ^ i , . , . as a compensation for his expenses, and for 

1731, d. 1782, m. Anne, dau. of Benjamia fb:. m'b'ti:-.- I- b" ’■,■’•1 l-i r’i-;-..! ■. 

Hallovveli, Es-.. ^ V/;,,.; ;V/.Lr--e;- rV- . a, . ■ 

sister of the ■ ‘ r.'. \ . " 'i P- ■ 7 ■ ■■■ ■'■ -. 

lowell Carew. Ultimately he accepted a pension of 2500 

2 Baron Steuben, b. 1731, d. Nov. 17, dollai's. 
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Island, and if I can get a fayourable opportunity of striking a blow 
at Mm without loss of time, I will certainly try it. I will Hkemse 
attempt A'.atcr-oxpoditions, if proper objects present tliemselves 
after my ai-iival id: J.Vrtvinouth. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Colhain, July 8, 1781. 

I was tMs morning honoured with your despatch of the 
28th ult. The troops are perfectly ready, and wiU proceed to 
Portsmouth to wait the arrival of the transports. I wiU give imme- 
diate orders about the artillery, stores, &c. 

I must again take the liberty of calling your Excellency’s 
serious attention to the question of the utility of a defensive post 
in this country, which cannot have the smallest influence on the 
war in CaroHiia, and wMch only gives us some acres of an unhealthy 
swamp, and is for ever Hable to become a prey to a foreign enemy 
with a temporary superiority at sea. . . . 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, Cobham, July 8, i78i. 

I enclose a copy of the General’s despatch, wliich was written 
in cipher. You will please to make the necessary arrangements 
for the embarkation of the stores and artillery, &c., and prepare as 
many horse-vessels as possible, observing the strictest secrecy as to 
the object of the expedition. I shall march to-morrow for SnffoUc, 
where I shall arrive in four or five days, and from thence send the 
troops destined for embarkation to Portsmoutb. 

The Marqnis ^ intended to attack our rear-guard, and lucidly 
stumbled on our army. It was near dark, but the 76th and 80th 
gave the Pennsylvania Line a trimming, and took two 6-pounders — 
aU they had with them : one is marked “ Taken at Benningtony ^ 
A little more daylight would have given us the whole corps. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 La Fayette. mans, v.-.v deFeafi'fl at Bennington in 

2 A considerable detacbinent of General June, !7'i V, So.'i 600 killed and 

Burgoyne’s army, consisting of 1100 Gcr- woundc-.l, l-.'-r 
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Eael CoEmvALLis TO THE HoN. Majoe-Geneeal Leslie. 

DeAE Leslie, Suffolk, July 20, 1781. 

By a letter I have received this instant from, the Com- 
mander-in-Oliief, it is necessary to stop the sailing of the expedition, 
which you will be pleased to do, and remain with the transports in 
Hampton Eoad until you- hear further from me. You will be 
pleased to communicate this to the Commodore, and make an 
apology to him for my not writing.' Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Coenwallis to Loed Eawdox. 

My DEAE Loed, Portsmouth, Virginia, July 23, 1781. 

I dare not be so sanguine as to hope that you can or ought 
to stay in Carolina. I have not time to explain to you my situation. 
Suffice it to say that the C.^ is determined to tlirow all blame on me, 
and to disaiiprove of aU I have done, and that nothing but the 
consciousness that my going home in apparent disgust, would essen- 
tially hurt om' affairs in this country could possibly induce me to 
remain. I offered to return to Carolina, but it was not approved 
of, and it became absolutely necessary to send Leslie, lest the com- 
mand should have devolved on . 

Your most faithful and affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to Sir Heney Clinton. 

Sir, Portsmouth, July 24, 1781. 

.1 find by your Excellency’s letter of the 29 th May, that 
neither my march from Cross Creek to Wilmington, or from thence 
to Petersburgh, meets Avith your approbation. The move from 
Cross Creek to Wilmington was absolutely necessary : such was the 
situation and distress of the troops, and so great ivere the suf- 
ferings of the sick and wounded, that I had no o [if ion Icfl-. I fried 
many means of informing Lord Eawdon of it; lii. y all iiiiL-d. I 
had left such a force in South Carolina, that if Lord Eawdon could 
have had timely notice of the probability of General Greene’s 
moving towards that province, and could have called in Lieut.- 
Colonel Watson, (ioncTal G 1 1-00110 would not have ventured to 
place himself before Camden. 


Sir Henry Clinton. 
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The fate of the garrison at Camden must have been decided 
before I could have reached the Pedee or Wagganaw. Had a 
misfortune happened to Lord Piawdon’s corps, I knew that the 
whole country east of Santee and Pedee would be in arms against 
us. I therefore did not think that I could, with ISOO infantry and 
200 cavalry, undertake such a march and the passage of two such 
rivers, without exposing the corps under my command to the utmost 
hazard of disgrace and ruin. 

In the measm’es which I pursued I neither risked my own corps 
b-m- d-^'^^'miined to retmn to Wil- 
■ ■ '■ ' '!• i: ' ' ■, ■■■,.■ . that ofScer that I could 

join him in safety. 

With the warmest zeal for the service of my King and country, 
I am conscious that my judgment is liable to error. Perhaps in 
the difficult situation I was in at Wilmington the measure, which I 
adopted was not the best ; but I have at least the satisfaction to 
find, by the intercepted letters of May 14, from General Greene to 
Baron Steuben, that it was not agreeable to his wishes that I came 
into Virginia, ^ I pave, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Portsjnoutli, Virginia, July 27, 1781. 

I received your ciphered letter of the 11th instant on the 
20th, in consequence of which the expedition was detained, and on 
the 21st I was honoured with your despatches of the 8th and 11th 
instant, the contents of wliich I vill confess, were to me as unex- 
pected as, I trust, they are undeserved. 

As a subordinate officer I think it my duty to obey positive 
orders, or m exercising discretionary powers to act as much as 
possible conformable to the apparent wishes of my superior officer, 
combined with the evident good of the service ; and in my late conduct 
I hope I have not deviated from those principles : for permit me to 
remark that I cannot discover in the instructions to General 
P hilli ps, and the substance of private conversations with him 
(extracts of which I take the liberty to enclose) to which I am 
referred, nor in our former correspondence, any trace of the 
.extreme earnestness that now appears to secure a harbour for ships 
of the line ; and your assent to my engaging in operations in the 
Upper Chesapeak, if I could have brought myself to thinli them 
expedient, would, if I had doubted before, have convinced me that 
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securing a harbour for line-of-battle ships was not with you a 
primary and immediate object. In my letter of the 26tli of May I 
informed your Excellency that, after destroying the stores at 
Eichmond and the adjoining country, I should move back to 
Williamsburgh, keeping the army in readiness to comply with 
your further instructions. I arrived at that place on the 25th, and 
on the 26th of June I received your despatches of the 11th and 15th 
of the same month, being the fost letters that I received from you 
since my arrival in Virginia. In the first you tell me New York 
is threatened to be attacked by a very numerous enemy, and, 
therefore, wishing to concentrate yom- force, you recommend to 
me to send a body of troops to you, as I can spare them, iii the 
order mentioned in a list, unless I have engaged in operations in 
the Upper Ohesapeak ; and in the despatch of the 15th, taking for 
g-”:.’-!--] Er.'" T not engaged in those operations, you require 
;■ of those troops may begin with the greatest 

despatch. After a fuE compliance with this requisition the force 
left under my command would have been about 2400 rank and 
file fit for duty, as will appear by the returns, which in a post 
adapted to that number I hoped would be sufficient for a defensive, 
and desultory water expeditions. You mention Williamsburgh and 
York in your letter of the 11th as defensive stations, but only as 
being supposed healthy, without deciding on their safety. Wil- 
liamsburgh having no harbour, and . requiring an army to occupy 
the position, would not have suited us. I saw that it would 
require a great deal of -time and labour to fortify York and 
Gloucester, both of which are necessary to secm’e a harbour for 
vessels of any biu'den, and to effect it, assistance Avould have been 
wanted from some of the trooj)s then under embarkation orders, 
which, when Eew York was in danger, I did not think myself at 
liberty to detain for any other purpose than operations in the 
Upper both places fortified, I thought 

they defensive posts, either of them 

being easily accessible to the wnole force of tliis province, and 
from theh situation they would not have commanded an acre of 
country. I therefore, under these circumstances, with the most 
earnest desire to comply with what I thought were yoim present 
wshes, and to facilitate your intended future operations in Pennsyl- 
vania, did not hesitate in deciding i~ .p-’v > P: . ;■ i,’ '1 t-“ 
to Portsmouth, that I might be able - -i ■; - ■■■ ■j-:' ■■ ■! ; 

and I was eonfiimed in the propriety of the measure when, upon 
passing James Eiver, I received your despatch informing me that 
for essential reasons you had resolved to make an attempt on 
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PhiladelpHa, and directing me to embark -vritb tlie ^eatest expe- 
dition the same body of troops, witk stores, &c., for tliat purpose. 
Having- l&ewise executed tiiis order witli the utmost exertion and 
alacrity, I must acknowledge I was not prepared to receive in the 
next despatch from your Excellency, a severe censure for my 
conduct. 

Immediately on receipt of your cijihered letter, I gave orders 
to the engineer to examine and survey Point Comfort and the 
channels t"' it. I have lilcewise visited it with the 

captains o' => h!: ships now lying in Hampton Hoad. I 

have the honour to enclose to you copies of the report of the 
engineer, and of the opinions of the captains of the navy on that 
subject, with which my own entirely concurs; and I likewise 
transmit a survey of the peninsula made by the engineers, from 
all which your Excellency will see that a work on Point Comfort 
would neither command the entrance, nor secure his Majesty’s 
ships at anchor in Hampton Hoad. This being the case, I shall, 
in obedience to the sphit of your Excellency’s orders, take mea- 
sures with as much despatch as possible to seize and fortify York 
and Gloucester, being the only harbour in which we can hope to 
be able to give effectual protection to line-of-battle sliips. I shall 
likewise use all the expedition in my power to evacuate Ports- 
mouth and the posts belonging to it, but until that is accomplished 
it will be impossible for me to spare troops ; for York and Glou- 
cester from their situation command no counti-y, and a superiority 
in the field will not only be necessary to enable us to draw forage 
and other supplies from the country, but likewise to carry on our 
works without interruption. 

Your Excellency having been pica *(.•(! lo disapprove of my 
going to South Caroliini, I have sent G(,-nrraI Lc-Iic, who saik d on 
the 25th instant in the Oarysfort, to take the command there. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Loed Geohge Germain to Eakl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Whitehall, June 4, 1781. 

His Majesty’s ship Galatea, which arrived on the 19th of 
last month, brought me a letter from Lord Hawdon, enclosing a 
note fr'om your Lordship to him, written on the 17th March at 
the town of Gnilford, which your Lordship made famous hy the 
glorious victory you had gained there over the Rebel forces 
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commanded by General Greene. Tlie King has commanded me 
to signify to yonr Lordship, his Majesty’s royal approbation of 
your able conduct, nnremitted exertions, and ardent zeal for 
his service, and to convey to you his royal congratulations upon 
your happy and provident escape from a danger, that twice 
approached you so nearly as to destroy two horses under 
you.J ... 

I was much alarmed upon reading the copy of Sm Henry 
Clinton’s instructions to General Phillips, to retmm with the 
greatest part of his force to Hew York if he did not receive orders 
from your Lordship, lest you might not speedily have had an 
opportunity of communicating with him ; but your late victory at 
Guilford will, I trust, have opened the country more to you and 
afforded you an occasion of taldng him and his whole force under 
your command and employing it as a co-operating army, until the 
Southern provinces are reduced or the season becomes too intem- 
perate for active service; for it is the King’s firm purpose to 
recover those provinces in preference to all others, and to push the 
war from south to north, securing what is conquered as we go on ; 
and not by desultory enterprises, taking possession of places at one 
time, and abandoning them at another : and I have signified his 
Majesty’s pleasure to Sir Henry Clinton to that effect. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Geo. Germain. 

The foregoing despatches sufficiently show the difference of 
opinion, and the want of cordialily wliicli existed between the two 
Generals. Sir Henry Clinton, anxious to concentrate his force at 
Kew York, and merely wishing to maintain the posts then held in 
the Southern promnr*e«, was always desiring Lord Cornwallis to 
send large (Ifr.-iclinicnTs 1o the North. On the 8th of June he 
expressed a strong opinion that General Leslie and 2000 men 
could be spared. On the 11th he asked for seven regiments of 
infantry, and one and a haK of cavalry. Again on the 19th and 
on July 1st he called for six regiments, which he specified by 
name, but on the 11th he countermanded the safiing of the troops. 
Both Generals complained that they were kept in ignorance of 
each other’s intentions — ^wliich, inconvenient under any circum- 
stances, was especially so to the junior officer. Not only did Sir 
H. Ohnton lay down no plan of operations for Lord Cornwallis, 

1 One horse was shofc under Lord Cornwallis when fording the Catawba, Feb, 1, and another 
at the battle of Guilford. 
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but, witli tlie exception of the proposed attack on Pliiladelpbia, 
lie never said wliat lie meant to do himself, professing his inability 
to make any arrangements till the expected reinforcements had 
arrived from Europe. Even more— when General Phillips was 
sent to the Chesapeak, his instructions were not communicated to 
Lord OornwalHs. Thus left in ignorance of the operations contem- 
plated at Head Quarters, and not V -■ . = ■; a' -h '.-i.-- i 

be required, Lord Cornwallis wa- ■ =|-' ;!. ■■ 

defensive, when an offensive movement might have been most 
advantageous. These feelings of jealousy and irritation on the 
part of Sir Henry may be attributed, partly to the fact that Lord 
Cornwallis was instructed to correspond directly with the Secretary 
of State, and partly to liis knowledge of the existence of the dor- 
mant Commission, which, had Sii' Henry gone home, would have 
placed the command in the hands of Lord Cornwallis. Another 
soiu’ce of annoyance was the tone of many of Sir Henry’s letters. 
His despatches are often fall of splenetic remarks. In one, dated 
August 2, he tells Lord Cornwallis that he entirely disapproves of 
liis operations, and conceives that he has a right to express that 
opinion. Hut Lord Cornwallis had the satisfaction of Imowing that 
(whatever might be the views of Sir Henry) his conduct in every 
respect was highly approved of by the Government at home, who 
appear almost imiformly to have preferred his plans to those of his 
commanding Officer. 


Lord George Germain to Sir Henry Clinton. 

- Wliitehall, June 6, 1781. 

. . . I shall, therefore, only observe in addition to aU 

I have already written upon the subject, that I am well pleased 
to find Lord Cornwallis’s opinion entirely coincides with mine of 
the great importance of pushing the war on the side of Virginia 
with all the force that can be spared, until that province is 
reduced. ... I am, &c., 

Geo. Geemaih. 


Earl Cornwallis to Brigadier-General O’Hara. 

Dear Charles, Vorfctown, Aug. 2 , i78i. 

. . . After a passage of four days we landed here and 

at Gloucester without opposition. The position is bad, and of 
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course we want more troops, and yon Imow tliat every senior 
general takes witliont remorse from a junior, and tells him that he 
has nothing to fear. . . . Yours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to BRiGAniER-GrUNERAL O’Hara. 

Dear Charles, Yorktown, Aug. 4, ivsi. 

. . . I am not easy about my post at G-loncester, and 
am in great want of negroes to work, as the heat is too great 
to admit of the soldiers doing it. . . . 

Tours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

glEj York, in Virginia, Aug. 12, 1781. 

I embarked the 80th regiment in boats and went myself on 
board the Eichmond very early in the morning of the 29th ; but 
we were so unfortunate in winds as to be four days on oui' passage. 
The 80th landed on the night of the 1st at Gloucester, and the 
troops which were in transports, on the morning of the 2nd, at this 
place. I have since brought the 71st and the Legion hither, and 
sent the regiment du Prince Her4ditaire to Gloucester. The 
works on the Gloucester side are in some forwardness, and I hope 
in a situation to resist a sudden attack. Brigadier-General O’Hara 
is hastening as much as possible the evacuation of Portsmouth. 
As soon as he arrives here, I will send to Hew York every man that 
I can spare consistent with the safety and subsistence of the force 
in this country. j j^^ye, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Aug. 16, 1781. 

I did not imagine that my letter of the 16th July would have 
given yom* Excellency reason to be so sanguine as to hope, that by 
this time any detachment could have been made from hence. The 
evacuation of Portsmouth has employed one engineer and a number 
of labourers and artificers; and. with every exertion by land and 
water, I do not expect that business to be completed before the 21st 
or 22nd inst. 
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After oiir experience of tlie labour and clifiScnlty of constructing 
works at tliis season of the year, and tbe plan for fortifying this side 
not being entirely settled, I cannot at present say wbetlier I can 
spare any troops, or, if any, bow soon. j have, &c 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henrx Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Aug. 20, 1781. 

Before I resolved to pass James Eiver, to enable me to 
comply with your requisition of troops, I had very maturely con- 
sidered the general tenour of your despatches to General Phillips, as 
well as those of the 11th and 15th June; and when I decided on 
that measure, I sufficiently jfelt how mortifying it was to me per- 
sonally, and how much the reputation of his Majesty’s arms would 
suffer by it in this province. 

But your Excellency was pleased to give me to understand in 
your de^imtcb of tlie 11th, that you wished to concentrate your 
force, l)i, iiig ibriai'riu-.d with an attack at New York by General 
Wasliington, with 20,000 men at least, besides an expected French 
reinforcement, and the numerous militia of the five neighbouring 
provinces ; and in your despatch of the 15th, supposing that I had 
not thought it expedient to engage in operations in the Upper 
Chesapeak, and that those I had undertaken in this j)rovince would 
be finished, you require that part of the troops mentioned in a Hst 


contained in i ’ f-".* ■■ 1 -b- :''d be embarked and sent to 

New York wii!' .-i'' p ■ ■! i, = - tifying to me at the same 


time that you would in propei* liiia;, solicit, the admiral to send 
more transports to the Chesapeak, in which you desired that I 
would send iln.; l•^:■r^^ining troops tlint I judged could be spared, as 
you did not. think ii ii>l\ lu h-avc more troops in this unhealthy 
climate at this season of the year than what were absolutely wanted' 
for a defensive, and desultory water excursions. 

My own operations being finished, and being of opinion that it 
would have been dangerous for the King’s service to engage in ope- 
rations ill ill.;- Ui'.jn:)- C!:,;-apfnk, T thought it incumbent upon me 
to obey -o . xi.'li.iii. an oi-d-.r \\ itlioi.il, loss of time. As I could not 
discover in any of your instructions or despatches, any earnestness 
for immediately seeming a harbom’ for line-of-hattle shqis, I thought 
myself under the nece.-.-ity of being contented with the post at Ports- 
moLith such as it Wii.s, Ibr 1 did not. coii.sider iiiy.':;(.lf id. lilieriy fcf 
exercise my discretionary power l)y c-h.-ii-iiiiig ihai. posi Jor anoiiier. 

YOL. I. I 
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wMcIi would Iiave required so great a part of tlie troops under my 
command for the purposes of fortifying it, &c., that any plans of 
yours which depended upon material reinforcement from hence 
miglii' ihereliv haye been totally frustrated. 

My resolution to pass James Miver was jii>t cxr ruled, when I re- 
ceived yomr despatch of the 28th June, orderiug the expedition for 
the attempt on Philadelphia. That order being likewise positive, 
unless I was engaged in any important move of my own, or in ope- 
rations in the Upper Ohesapeak, I felt a particular satisfaction 
that my decision on yom" first order had enabled me to act so expe- 
ditiously with this ; and I own that instead of blame, I hoped to 

I ■ : ■ .-•ed when I received those orders, and I 

cannot yet see any cause to alter my opinion, that, having a suffi- 
cient force remaining for a defensive in the post that I had resolved 
to occupy, if I had detained the troops • requfred and specified in 
your list for any other reason than that of being engaged in an 
important move of my own, or in operations in the Upper Chesa- 
peak, and if in the meantime a misfortune had happened at New 
York, or you had been disappointed of any material objeefi at Pliila- 
delphia, my conduct would have been highly and deservedly cen- 
sured ^ but I acknowledge I never -r---:--’- — .-v-jn though it 
might afterwards appear that the dan^ • • , • X V- y\ was not im- 
minent, nor the attempt on Philadelphia expedient, that I should 
be subject to blame for passing James Eiver, a step rendered indis- 
pensably necessary by an obedience of your orders, and for the 
safety of the troops remaining under my command. 

Your Excellency, after mentioning your intention of recom- 
meuciug oporntious in the Chesapeak about the beginning of Oc- 
to'.-er, is ph-iiscti w s.i}’' that you will then determine whether you 
wifi, act in Virgioia according to my plan, or in the Upper Chesa- 
peak according to your own. 

It is true that it is my opinion, that while we keep a naval supe- 
riority, Yirginia is,- by its navigable rivers, extremely accessible, 
and that if we have force to accomplish it, the reduction of the pro- 
vince would be of great advantage to England, on account of the 
value of its trade — ^the blow it would be to the Eebels — and as it 
would contribute to the reduction and quiet of the Carohnas ; but 
hi my subordinate situation, being unacquainted with the instruc- 
tions of Administration, ignorant of the force at your command from 
other services, and without the power of making the necessary 
arrangements for execution, I can only offer my opinions for con- 
sideration, certainly not as plans ; but whatever plan you may think 
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proper to adopt for operations in tlie Chesapeak, I sliall be most 
sincerely concerned if your Excellency skould bo so circumstanced 
as not to be able to undertake tbe execution of it in person. If your 
Excellency should find it necessary to direct me to undertake the 
execution of any plan that may be fixed upon by you, I shall make 
the best use m my power of the force put under my command ; but 
as my acting differently from your ideas or wishes might in many 
instances be attended with great detriment to the King’s service, I 
shall, if employed, hope to be honoiued with explicit instructions 
from your Excellency on all points that ^viU admit of them. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The affairs of the Eebel Government were at this time in a very 
precarious state. Of the tliirteen provinces, Georgia and N e\v York 
were almost entirely, and the two Carolinas partially, in the power 
of the British ; and Yermoiit, as early as the month of May in this 
year, had shown a strong desire to unite with Canada. In every 
other province a body of Loyalists, more or less numerous, ex- 
isted, though kept down by the oppressive conduct of the ruling 
authorities. It was ascertained from intercepted letters, that the 
feeding of the American army had become a matter of extreme 
difficulty. Their navy had ceased to exist, while, even as eighteen- 
months’ men, recruits could hardly be obtained at all for the 
army, and no reliance could be placed on tlie militia. The almost 
unlimited issue of paper-money had so depreciated its value, that 
the public departments could scarcely effect purchases upon any 
terms. , 

Though General Greene had met with some success In the 
south, Washington felt that under these circumstances the cause 
must be lost unless some important blow were struck, and tins 
could not be done without assistance fi'om France. Sucb aid, often 
promised during tbe three pi'c.-coflirig yofirs. b.ad never been effectu- 
ally furnisbed ; but at last, (»ii n po.-ii ive that M. de Grasse^ 

was actually on his passage, .i phni v.:i< iiiTiMig-.-r f- ■ .v' r.^tc “k nr r.u 
New York. This was afterwards abandoned, as '■!.■.■ i 
mined to enter the Chesapeak Biver, which he did on the 30th of 
August, announcing that he could not remain long on the American 
coast. Six days later an indecisive action between him and Admiral 
Graves took place ; and at the close of it the British fleet, consider- 
ably crippled, sailed for New York. 

^ Frangnis Joseph Paul, Comte de Grasse, b. 1723; d, Jan. 11, 1788, unm. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlE, Yorktown, Virginia, Aug. 22, 1781. 

Portsmouth, having been completely evacuated without any 
interruption from the enemy, G-eneral O’Hara arrived here this day 
with the stores and troops ; and a great number of refugees have 
accompanied him from the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Princess 
Anne. 

The engineer has finished his survey and examination of this 
place, and has proposed his plan for fortifying it, which appearing 
judicious, I have approved of, and directed to be executed. 

The works at G-loucester are now in such forwardness, that a 
smaller detachment than the present garrison would be in safety 
against a sudden attack ; but I make no alteration there, as I cannot 
hope that the labour of the whole will complete that post in less 
than five or six weeks. 

My experience there of the fatigue and difficulty of constructing 
works in this warm season, convinces mo that all the labour that 
the troops here ■ i’l . . • • . ; . :1 1 -rit ruining their health, wiU 

be required at 1 ■ ! -r -i\ •> • i the intended works at this 
place in a tolerable state of defence ; and as your Excellency has 
been pleased to communicate to me your intentions of recom- 
mencing operations in the Chesapeak about the beginning of Oc- 
tober, I wiU not venture to take any step that might retard the 
establishing of this post, but I request that your Excellency wiU be 
pleased to decide whether it is more important for your plans that 
a detachment of 1000 or 1200 men, which I think I can spare 
from every other purpose but that of labour, should be sent to you 
from hence, or that the whole of the troops here should be employed 
in expediting the works. 

There being only fom: 18’s and one 24-pounder here, more heavy 
guns will be wanted for the sea-batteries at this place ; and we are 
likewise in want of many other artillery and engineers’ stores, the 
returns of which I take the liberty to enclose. 

It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that you may make 
your jUTisiig-.Hijcriii- ;!.-v(ij-ding]y, that there are only about GOO stand 
of sjDaro aims iii rih"- (;Jjc.-ap'.-ak : and that our consumption of pro- 
vision' i.s cousidcraWy iocrensed by a number of refugees lately come 
to us, and by negroes that are employed in different branches of the 
public service. j 

Cornwallis. 
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Eael Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear. Leslie, York in Virginia, Aug. 27, IVSl. 

. . ■ . Sir Henry lias written to me lately to say tliat if 

any part of tlie troops lately arrived from Europe could be spared . 
from South Carolina, he wished you to send them to Hew York. I 
informed him that I should submit it to your opinion, and at the 
same time said, that as my intercourse with South Carolina was 
very precarious, and as there could be no co-operation between the 
troops employed there and at this post, I wished him to transmit 
any commands he might have for Carolina directly to you. . . . 

We are busily employed in foi-lifying this post, which will be a 
work of great time and labour, and after aU, I fear, not be very 
strong. Our troops are remarkably healthy for this season. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Comte de Grasse. 

Monsieur, Torktown, sept, 5, i78i. 

Ayant appris que mon ami, My Lord Eawdon,^ est prisonnier 
sur la flotte commandee par votre Excellence, et etant extr^me- 
ment interesse de recevoir des nouvelles certaines de I’etat de sa 
sant^, j’ai pris la Hberte de m’adresser d votre Excellence, pour la 
permission d’avoir une reponse a ma lettre. 

Un enseig-ne de vaisseau, un volontaire, et un caporal de vos 
troupes ayant tombes entre les mains de nos patrouilles, je les ai 
renvoyes, vous priant d’avoir la bonte de me rendre tvois prisomiiers 
Anglais de rangs dgaux. j^ai rhonneur, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, yorkto-wn, Sept. 8, 1781, 

I have made several attempts to inform your Excellency 
that the Erench West India Fleet, under M. de Grasse, entered the 
Capes the 29th ult. I could not exactly learn their number— they 
report twenty-five or twenty-six sail of the Hne. One of 74, two 
of 64, and one frigate lie at the month of this river. 

The French troops landed at James Town are said to be 8800 

1 Lord Rawdon had taken his passage to England on hoard a packet, which Wiis captured 
liy a French cruiser. 
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men. Wasliington is said to be shortly expected, and Ms troops 
are intended to be brought by water &om the Head of Elk, under 
protection of the French ships. The Marquis de la Fayette is at 
or near 'Williamsburgh. The French troo23s are expected there, 
but were not arrived last night. As my works were not in a state 
of defence, I have taken a strong position out of the town. I am 
now working hard at the redoubts of the place. Provisions for six 
weeks. I will be very careful of it. I iiaye, &c., 

Cornwallis. 



Le Comte de Grasse to Earl Cornwallis. 

Monsieur, a bord du Vaisseau la Ville de Paris, le 15 Sept, 1781. 

J’ai re<ju la lettre que votre Excellence a eii la bonte de 
m’^crhe, oh etoit jointe celle du Lord Eawdon : je la lui ferai re- 
mettre au moment quM sera en mon pouvoir, et j’enverrai tout de 
suite tranquilliser votre Excellence sur la santd de cet ami. Le 
batiment sur lequel est le Lord n’ est ^las actuellement sous mon 
pavilion, mais sous pen de jours il sera rejoint. Si votre Excellence 
veut ajouter quelque foy k ce que j’ai I’lionneur de lui mander, je 
Tassurerai que le Lord est en bonne sante, ainsi que tout ce qiii 
I’accompagne, et qu’il ne se trouve pas mal d’etre avec nous, malgrd 
le d^sir qu’il a de retourner dans sa patrie, pour rdtablir sa santd, 
qu’il dit avoii’ besoin de repos, quoique sa phisionomie trompeuse 
le dement. I’homieur, &c., 

Le Comte de G-rasse.^ 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, New York, Sept. 6, 1781. 

As I find by your letters that De Grasse has got into the 
Chesapeak, and I can have no doubt that Washington is moving 
with at least 6000 French and Kebel troops against you, I think 
the best way to reheve you is to join you as soon as possible, with 
all the force that can be spared from honco, wMch is about 4000 
men. They are aheady embarked, and will jiroceed the instant I 
receive information from the Admiral that we may venture, and 
that from other intelligence the Commodore and I shall judge 
sufficient to move upon. 

^ The Comte de Grasse and this rery ship, Samuel Hood in the Barflem', his ship was 
the Ville de Paris, were taken in Lord disabled r-l "v .aptured by the 

Rodney’s action of the 12th April. Though Canada, 
he would not strike till fired upon by Sir 
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I beg your Lordsbip ■will let me know as soon as possible your 
ideas bow tbe troops embarked for the Cbesapeak may be best 
employed for youi- relief, according to tbe state of circumstances 
when you receive this letter. I shall not however wait to receive 
your answer, should I hear, in the mean time, that the passage is 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henrt Clinton. 

SlE, Torktown, Virginia, Sept. 16, 1781. 

I have received your letters of the 2nd and 6tli. The 
enemy’s fleet has returned. Two line-of-battle ships and one 
frigate lie at the mouth of this river, and three or four liae-of-battle 
sliips, several frigates and transports, went up the Bay on the 12th 
and 14th. I hear Washington arrived at Wilhamsburg on the 
14th. Some of his troops embarked at Head of Elk, and the 
others arrived at Baltimore on the 12th. 

If I had no hopes of relief I would rather risk an action than 
defend my half-finished works. But as you say Admhal Digby^ is 
hourly expected, and promise every exertiori to assist me, I do not 
think myself justifiable in putting the fate of the war on so despe- 
rate an attempt. 

By examining the transports and turning out useless mouths, 
my provisions will last at least six weeks from tliis day, if we can 
preserve them from accidents. The cavahy must, I fear, be all 
lost. I am of opinion that you can do me no effectual service but 
by coming directly to this place. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

OOBNWALLIS. 

17th September. 

I am Just informed that since the Ehode Island squadron has 
joined, they have thirty-six sail of the line. This place is in no 
state of defence. If you cannot relieve me very soon, you must be 
prepared to hear the worst. 

■ a:.;..!’- Robert Dbb", m, Aiig. 19, 1781, Eleanor, dno. of Andre-sv 

i: s.-f V-'-'iiir:;-., Elliot, Esq., Lieut.-Govunior of New Yoi'k, 

i.-;.; !•; d rr.’i I r, i'! i'vr!.',i, and widow of- ■ Jar.r:';--, E-ip Groom of 

Lord, and of lloniT, 7 th Loi’d ar.d 1st Earl the Eodcliaitii'-.r to M.P. 

Digby ; b. Deo. 20, ‘ 17it2, <1, Feb. 25, for Wells from Dec. 17D7 to March, 1761. 
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Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, New York, Sept. 24, 1781. 

At a meeting of tlie General and Flag Officers, held this 
day, it is determined that about 5000 men; rank and file, shall be 
embarked aboard the King’s shijis, and the joint exertions of the 
nayy and army made in a few days to relieve you and afterwards 
co-operate with you. 

The fleet consists of twenty-three sail of the line, three of which 
are 3-deckers. There is every reason to hope we start from hence 
the 6th October. 1 have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

P.S. — ^Admiral Digby is this moment arrived at the Hook vdth 
three sail of the line. 

The council of war was attended by five General and fom Flag 
Officers. Sir Henry Clinton said that it was the unanimous opinion 
of the General Officers, that Lord Cornwallis’ situation required the 
most speedy assistance, and that the only probable means to relieve 
him appeared to be a direct movement of the fleet and army to 
the Chesapeak ; and if a junction with him could be effected, 
that the fleet should remain in that river. That as the loss of 
Lord Cornwallis’ corps would be attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences, no time should be lost in attempting to relieve him, 
even at some risk. 

It was proposed, and the question put and agreed to — That the 
troops, &c. designed and held in readiness for this service should 
(when the fleet was refitted) be put on board the King’s ships, and 
the whole afterwai’ds proceed to the Chesapeak, and endeavour 
by every means in their power to form a junction with Lord 
Cornwallis’ army. 

It is not stated whether the decision was unanimous ; but, 
judging from that word having been introduced in the resolution 
come to by the General Officers, it would appear not. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, ^ Yorkto^vn, Sept. 29, 1781. 

I have ventured these two last days to look General Wash- 
ington’s whole force in the face, in the position on the outside of 
my works, and I have the pleasure to assure your Excellency that 
there was but one wish throughout the ivliole army, which wus that 
the enemy would advance. 
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I liave this evening received your letter of tlie 24tli, wliicli has 
given me the greatest satisfaction. I shall retire tliis night within 
the works, and have no donht, if relief arrives in any reasonahlo 
time, York and Gloucester wHL he both in possession of his Majesty’s 
troops. p have, &c., 

f V. COEWALLIS. 

'H. 

Hon. H. Brodkick to the Right Hon. Thomas Townshend. 

My ’DEAR SiE, " New York, Sept, 30, 1781. 

We arrived at this place a few days ago, after a very long 
passage, hut with remarkably fine weather the whole time, and 
found things here in a most critical situation. You will have 
heard of Graves’ action with the French fleet, since which the 
French have been joined by their Rhode Island squadron, consisting 
of eight ships of the line, and our intelligence was such that at the 
time of the action it was not known whether those ships composed 
part of the fleet or not. They now amount to thirty-six sail of the 
line, including two 50’s in the Chesapeak, where they remain to 
prevent any communi-'-’ going to Lord Cornwallis. 
Our fleet consists of r- ■ *:«i' of the line and two 60’§; 

one more 50-giin ship is, expected here from Halifax,' and two sail 
of the line from the West Indies ; but the arrival of the latter must 
be very precarious, as their rendezvous is in Lynhaven Bay in the 
Chesapeak, and unless they fell in with some of our cruisers, they 
will probably be taken by the French, being very heavy sailers ; 
so that the utmost we can depend upon is twenty-six sail of the 
line, including three 50’s, and some of these so damaged in the 
last action, that they will not be ready for sea for some time, and 
even then in very bad condition. Such is the state of tilings at sea, 
and I do not think the appearance of affairs on shore much better. 
Indeed they are so much connected with one another, that it is 
not easy to separate them. Lord Cornwallis is at Yorktown, upon 
York River in Mrginia, and is in possession of Gloucester, on the 
opposite side of the river. I understand they are both very strong 
posts. He has with him about 5000 as fine troops as any in the 
world, with the seamen and guns of the Charon of 44, and Guada- 
loupe of 28 guns, and the crews of some transports, in all about 
1200 seamen. Washington is at Wflliamsburg, twelve miles from 
York, with about 20,000 men : 8000 French troops, 6000 Con- 
tinentals, and the rest Yirginia militia. We receive letters every 
now and then from Lord Cornwallis by small vessels, which pass 
the French fleet in the night. By the last he says lie can hold out 
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to tlie middle of November; he is not afraid of their attaching 
him, but unless he is relieved by that time, he will be reduced to 
lay down his arms for want of provisions, so that it is reduced to 
this alternative — either to risk an action ' at sea against a force 
infinitely superior, or to suffer a very fine army to lay down their 
arms without firing a shot. 

There have been frequent councils of war held here lately, and 
it was at one time determined to put a number of troops on board 
the men of war, and try to open the conynunication, which must, 
of coui’se, bring on an action between the two fleets. Sfr B, 
Hood ^ and General Kobertson/ I hear, are the only officers who 
press that strongly ; the others are very cool about it, particularly 
Graves. If tliis takes place. Sir Henry Clinton means to go with 
the troops. 

Why Washington was suffered to carry to the southward any 
part of the force he had in this country, is, I own, beyond my 
comprehension. Before he crossed the North Eiver, he came with 
about 8000 or 9000 men, Hrench and Americans, and took post 
within ten miles of our lines at Kingsbridge ; he was suffered to 
stay there above three weeks, and even sent an advanced guard of 
^000 men within siglit of our works, where they stayed two days, 
and no kind of attemjjt was made to attack them, though we could 
at any time have spared 10,000 men from this place; but Sir 
Hemy Clinton was so afraid of being attacked here, that he sent 
repeated letters to Lord CornwaUis “to send him troops from Yfr- 
ginia. After all, if Lord CornwaUis should fail, it will be owing 
entirely to his having trusted too much to promises of timely sup- 
port from hence, since, if he had been left at liberty, he could have 
retired into North Carohna, and probably given La Fayette a blow 
in his Avay. In short, everybody here is very desponding and very 
much out of humour. The only subject of conversation is the un- 
pleasant situation of our friends to the southward, having nothing 
to trust to but the spirited exertions of Lord Cornwallis, wdio is 
fortunate in having some of the best officers in the army to assist 
him. Poor Captain CornwaUis, as you may easily suppose, is very 
anxious, and abuses the navy very much for their unnecessary 
delays. 1 am afraid you must be tfredwith this long, desponding, 

* Sir Samuel Hood, afterwards Admiral of 1784, to July, 1788 ; then for Reigate till 
the Red, K,B,; created Lord Hood injrelaud the dissolution; and then for Westminster 
•' i . ' again to 1796. His first election was the 

celebrated contest of Hood, Fox, and Wray. 

1816; m. Aug. 25, 1749, Srisanna, dau. of ^ y. • --C-. •..■.•■ds -General 

Edward Liudzee, Esq., of Portsmouth. A Jam-. - i’v'... C .<•■.■,■1 J:.-:'.! I;.;ginieiit; 

Lord of the Admiralty from July, 1788, to d. March, 1788. 

March. M.F. for Westminster, May, 
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unconnected scrawl, and sliall tlierefore conclude, hoping to send 
you better news by the next letter. Pray give my best love to 
Mrs. Townsbend ^ and all your family, and believe me. 

Ever yours most affectionately, 

H. Bkodbick. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Oct. 2.] 

My Lord, New York, Sept. 25, 1781. 

It is supposed the necessary repairs of the fleet will detain 
us here to the 5th Oct., and your Lordship must be sensible that 
unforeseen accidents may lengthen it out a day or two longer. I 
therefore entreat you to lose no time in letting me know by the 
bearer yom’ real situation, and your opinion how upon our arrival 
we can best act to form a junction with you. 

I have, &c. 

H. Clinton. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Oct, 3, 1781. 

I received your letter of the 25th of Sept, last night. The 
enemy are encamped about two miles from us. On the night of the 
30th September they broke ground, and made two redoubts about 
1100 yards from our works, which, with some works that had been 
constructed to secure our exterior position, occupy a gorge between 
two creeks, which nearly embrace this post. They have finished 
these redoubts, and I expect they wfll go on with their works this 
night. Erom the time the enemy have given us, and the un- 
common exertions of the troops, our works are in a better state of 
defence than w^e had reason to hope. 

I can see no means of forming a junction with me but by York 
Eiver, and I do not think that any diversion would be of use to us. 
Our accounts of the French fleet have in general been that they 
were thirty-five or thirty-six sail of the hne. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

i Elizabetli, dan. and coheir of Richard Viscount Sydney. She wash. 1736, d. May 1, 
.. -.v-'-- 1826. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Yorktovra, Oct. 11, 1781. 

Cochrane ' arrived yesterday. I have only to repeat what I 
said in my letter of the 3rd, that nothing hnt a direct move to York 
River, which includes a successful naval action, can save me. On 
the evening of the 9th the enemy opened them batteries, and have 
since continued firing without intermission with about forty pieces 
of cannon, mostly heavy, and sixteen mortars from eight to sixteen 
inches. We have lost about seventy men, and many of our works 
are seriously damaged. With such works, on disadvantageous 
ground, against so powerful an attack, we cannot hope to make a 
very long resistance. I iiaye, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. Since my letter was written we have lost ninety men. 

Oct. 12, 7 P.M. — ^Last night the enemy made their second 
parallel within 300 yards. We continue to lose men very fast. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Oct. 15, 1781. 

Last evening the enemy carried my two advanced redoubts 
on the left by storm, and during the night have included them in 
the second parallel, which they are at present busy in perfecting. 
My situation here becomes very critical ; we dare not show a gun to 
their old batteries, and I expect their new ones will open to-moiTow 
morning. Experience has shoum that our fresh earthen works do 
not resist their powerful artillery, so that we shall soon be ex- 
posed to an assault in ruined works, in a bad position, and ivith 
weakened numbers. The safety of the place is therefore so pre- 
carious, that I cannot recommend that the fleet and army should 
run great risk in endeavourmg to save us. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

On the 17th Lord Cornwallis, having failed in his attempt to 
escape by crossing to Gloucester, was compelled to proxiose a sur- 

, tt . ^ r* ’ _ ■ . Cliaton, dated Sept. 30, saying lie could not 

■ sail before Oct. 12 ; that he would persist in 

. . ■ ..■■■. h:'; ^ '■"! middle of 

1 . ■ ■, N’ i i:‘ lie s • ■il l do it hy 

while standing next to Lord Coniwallis ; a dii-ect move, he would make an attempt on 
K.’C..!! ■■■ h; ■; ', 1 .. ..-f Major Pitcairn of the Philadelphia, 
r l'.-.- i.\-,,g:it alettcT from Sir H. 
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render. Tlie sick and wonnded were very numerous, and tliere 
remained only 4017 rank and file fit for duty ; tke ammunition for 
tlie artillery was exliausted, and tke works were crumbling to 
pieces. He vainly endeavoured to protect tke Loyalists by a special 
article ; but Wasliington consented to allow tke Bonetta sloop of 
war to pass uiiexamined to Hew York, and tkose wlio were most 
obnoxious tkus escaped. Wkat would kave been tkeir fate may be 
inferred from tke subjoined letter from Grovernor Nelson.^ Tke 
capitulation was signed on tke lOtli, and will, togetlier with tke 
despatch covering it, he found in the Appendix. 

Tke conduct of tke two victorious armies was very different. 
By tke Brenck tke Englisk were received with every mark of 
civility, and it was observed that salutes were universally exchanged 
between them, while suck marks of courtesy were almost totally 
omitted by tke Americans. 

Goverxoe Nelson to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Oct. 21, irsi. 

I kave received yom* verbal message respecting two citizens 
of this state, the Eev. Mr. William Andi'ews and the Eev. Mr. 
Harrison, who joined tke British army after its arrival here, and 
who ai*e now delivered up into the hands of the civil power. The 
laws of this country have fixed tke mode of proceeding against 
persons guilty of such conduct, and we are ignorant of any power 
which has a right to supersede their force. By these laws, enacted 
by their own representatives, they shall be faiily and impartially 
tried, and they must abide tkeir sentence. 

I am informed that Lieut.-Colonel r.-fus-l t'. 

up ■■ vfr'n n.r — T'b-'r E'binson, wk • ! ■: '''i 1 i ; 

his ■■ i . 1 ; ‘X- - from tke actual service of tke state. 

The articles of capitulation cannot justify this detention, and I 
shall by no means acquiesce in it. It is my wish to treat those 
men whom the fortune of war has put into our power with that 
civility which then: situation claims, and it would give me pain to 
be constrained in any instance to act in a different manner. Your 
Lordship, in the case under h~=. T the power 

of preventing it, and I flatt- r .■■■;■ - >' y ■. vc ■ e the pro- 

priety of exercising this power. 

I kave the honour to be, &c., 

Thos. Nelson, Junior. 

1 \ , r.. V .or „r Virgiaia, b. Dec. 26, 1738, d. Jan. 4, 1789 j ra. Aug. 1762, 

Lucy, I i’ ■ !•' 


12G 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. IV, 


The VicoMTE de Noailles to Eael Coenwallis, 

Au Camp b, York, le 27 Oct, 

Le Yicomte de Noailles ^ a rhonneur d’envoyer a Milord 
Cornwallis ie second volume du dernier onvrage de M. G-uibert.® 
Ce livre traite des grandes parties de la guerre, et Milord a, 
plus que personne, le droit d’apprdcier son auteur. Le Yicomte de 
Noailles prie My Lord Cornwallis de vouloir bien ne pas le preter : 
I’etat dans lequel est ce livre lui prouvera qu’il ne devoit jamais 
etre confie a qui que ce soit. Le Yicomte de Noailles espere que 
My Lord voiidra bien recevoir avec bonte rassm'ance de son 
respectueiix attachement. 

® TO Eael Cornwallis. 

MiLOED, a bord de rExperiment, le 21 Oct. 1781, on rade de York. 

Yolis d^sirez nne garde au bord de votre parlementaire, 
pour emp^cber les Americains d’aller y troubler vos operations. Je 

viens, d’a]pr^s votre demande, transmise par M. de d’ordonner 

une garde de 4 boinmes et un caporal pour s’y transmettre, et 
prendre la consigne de I’officier qu’il y trouvera de votre part, et 
qui fera connaitre ceux qui doivent aborder on non. Yeuillez bien 
leur faire donner un emplacement pour se couclier ; j’ay fait pour- 
voir a leur nouiTiture. 

J’ai rbonneiu de vous le repeter, Milord, je seray toujours 
empresse de saisir les occasions oil je ]<>urrny vous prouver qu’on 
ne pent ajouter au respect avec lequel jby riioiuu.iir d’etre, 

Milord, 

Yotre tres humble et tres obeissant servitem*, 


Earl Cornwallis to General Washington. 

Sir, York, October 27, 1781. 

Many of our officers having repeated their reprePontntion« 
to me that they apprehend that they lose the I)i !n:iii of the 

1 Louis Mane, Yicomte de Noailles, son of After bis return to France he went, in 1803’ 
the ' . ■ ' . '' ' ' ‘’"7. '7'*. to St. Domingo. 

d. J.. i. ■ . ■ . ■ ■ . . 2 Jacques Antoine Hippolite, Comte de 

d T ’ •• .-m F.r-lish Ouil- r. ’-,1, -r.i'ui, ; b. Nov. 12. 

7.'. ■.<; No.ri.ics iVl.L ;. .U.-.y-;, 17:'- im. i'.-.-:! 

I i. ’ !h -0 d’ v.ficrv.v. -.is ii.-s;,;...-: iu^’isiiiivvy wui!,!. i:is 

i'! 'N I ' . I i.' i;i putation is founded, he was the author of 

Fayette, 1 hough M. de Noailles was an several plays, 
ardent follower of Mirabeau, his wife was 3 Both names are illegible, 
guillotined, and he was obliged to emigi-ate. 
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capitulation on tliat head by signing their paroles in the form, pro- 
posed by your commissary of prisoners, I am under the necessity 
of requesting that you be pleased to reconsider that subject. 
I think it will appear to your Excellency that if they are to be 
subject to be recalled without substantial and previously specified 
reasons, their situation will be no better than that of officers on 
parole by indulgence from captors to whom they had smTendered 
without making any terms. I take the liberty of enclosing a form 
of parole which we intended to offer, and which I thought would 
have satisfied you as being conformable to the cajntulation. But 
I am by no means tenacious of this form, and shall be contented 
if you wiU be pleased to order to be specified in the paroles the 
reasons consistent with the capitulation that will subject officers 
to recall, that their situation may be more precisely defined. 

I have the honour, &c., 

- : COKNWALLIS. 

General Washington to Earl Cornwallis, 

My Lord, Camp near York, Got. 27, 1781. 

In answer to your Lordship’s letter of this date, I can only 
express my surprise that any of your officers object to a clause 
which is essential to every parole, and repeat that, however in- 
clin ' T .1': ' ■ ‘ yoiu Lordship’s wishes, I find myself 

in t ‘‘ ^ •• so on the present occasion. 

i !' , i ■■ ■“ ■■■■ ; ' your Lordship will be pleased to com- 

municate my final determination to the gentlemen who have made 
difficulties on the r-t. rn-'^ exhort them to sign the form of 

parole which has i i' ! adopted, if they are desirous of 

going to Mew York and Europe. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Geo. Washen-gton. 

Lieut.-Golonbl Laurens' to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord Camp before York, Nov. 5, 1781. 

I accompanied General Washington on his visit of leave, in 
order to have a more particular conversation on the subject which 
your Lordsliip did me the honour to propose by Major Boss. That 

^ Lii'ut.-Colonel J&lm Laurens, sou of L! Anc. 27, 17.S2 : 

Henry Laui-ens, the President of the United in. I:: n-.-u-;-:);: ln-i. 

States; b, 1753, killed in action near Com- 
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gentleman \Yill liave explained tlie pnbKc reasons that oppose my 
mshes. I am nevertheless inclined to beKeve that Congress will 
consent to the exchange which we have in view. If yom Lordship 
therefore agTees to take measures on your part, I will endeavour 
to have an official letter sent into New York previous to your 
departm-e for Europe. 

I entreat your Lordship to accept my best wishes, and the 
sentiments of respect with which I have the honour to be 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Laukens. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Laurens. 

New York, Nor. 25, 1781. 

I am very sorry that I had left York before General Wash- 
ington and yourself did me the honour to call at my quarters. 
I this day received by Lieut.-Colonel Duiidas^ your letter. If 
you will procure an official letter to be sent to me saying that I 
am at liberty as soon as Mr. Laiuens ^ is released in exchange for 
me, I will, on my arrival in England, take every measure in my 
X-)0wer to forward that business. 

I beg you will accept my acknowledgments for your civility 
and attention to me and the other British officers, and believe me 
to be with great esteem, Su*, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Comte he Rociiambeau.^ 

Monsieur, New York, le 25 Nov. 1781. 

Apihs un trajet trfe d^sagreable, je suis arrive ici le 19 de 
ce mois. 

committed to the Tower on a charge of high 
treason, Oct. 6. It was a singular coincidence 
that he was technically in the custody of 
Loi’d Cornwallis, who was then Constable of 
the Tower. 

3 Jean Baptiste Donation de Vimeur, 
Comte de Eochamheau, Commander-in-Chief 
of the French army, b. July 1, 1725, d. 
May 10, 1807; m. 1749, Mad"« Tellis 
d’Acosta, who survived him, and attained 
nearly the age of 100. Early iu Ihe Kevo- 
liition he joined the LiboruJ party, but during 
ihe Eeigii of Tarror he wua amh'mnrd to 
death, and was only saved by the fall of 
Kohe.-.inerre. 


June 3, 1794; m. Jan. 9, 1784, Eleanor, 


well-known J acobite M. P. Mr. Laurens was 
c. pt-'-r:! T'C h.- vd f’;,: y.-;v. -;y packet Sept. 
!■•, I VS ', I.;, i".--: to Europe to 

negotiate a treaty with Holland, and was 
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L’Amiral Digby a eu la bonte de promettre de faire partir le 
BoBetta, sans perte de temps, et d’enyoyer a son. bord tons les 
FraiK^ais qni sent k present prisonniers ici. Un nombre suffisant 
de prisonniers Amdricains seront envoyes pom* le naviguer, et seront 
charges de yous liyrer les antres parlementaires le plntot qu’il 
sera possible : et si ce nombre n’egale pas le nombre des notres qni 
arriyent dans ces parlementaires, I’Amiral se tiendra i’esponsable 
de yous rendre compte dii reste, a yotre satisfaction. Le parle- 
mentaire nomme le Cochran fera yoile sous pen de jours ; celui 
nomme I’Andrew n’arriya que hier, mais, ayant fait eau dangereuse- 
ment dans deux places, ne pent pas sortie ayant d’etre repare, et 
nous n’ayons pas encore re^u des nouyelles de celui nomme le Lord 
Mulgraye. 

Le Gapitaine Dundas se charge de quelques Fromages et de 
Porter Anglais, que je yous prie de me faire I’honneur d’agrder. 

C’est ayec les sentimens de la plus yiye reconnaissance, qui ne 
s jiiiniii' effaces, que je presente a yotre Excellence mes trfes 
rcinercimens pour toutes vos bontes et politesses; il me 
fera le plaisir le plus sensible de saisir toutes les occasions qui 
pourront se presenter de. montrer la consideration et I’estime la 
plus parfaite aveo lequel, &c., Cornwallis. 


Note. — Sir Nathaniel Wraxall, in his ‘ Memoirs,’ gives a very graphic account 
of his dining with Lord George Gennain, on Sunday, Novemher 25, where he says 
he heard the account of the surrender of Yorktown. TT- 

had arrived at noon that day, and that after dinner ■ ' t • 

his pocket, and said, “ The army has surrendered, and you may peruse the parti- 
culars of the capil.uln( ion.” Tlie si oty must be entirely false. -’-r--- t 'V . 
145, dated “ T.diulo'.i, off Ciiosa])o.ik, Oct. 29, 1781”) did not " ' 

midnight (it is so m ■ ' \ ™ 

That he, Sir Henry ■ ... ' ^ , . ■ ■ . ' , " 

October 24, where he heard from some persons who had escaped from Yorktown 
that on the 17th Lord ('omwallis had proposed to capitulate ; r.nd ihii; i.s Hi i:!..' 
had been subsequently heard, he feared the rumour must be t-.,-. . Tr- ;■ i.s v,r 
Lord George Germain replied as follows : — 

gXR . Downing Street, Dea 3, Itai. 

"" . .. .... j-jj_ your No. 145 efifeotually damped 

(. ■ ■ ■ ■ . . awakSV-! i;:;! >■'’ a 

despatches, as we have at present no particulars of the nnfortunate event but those 
the French have published. As soon as they arrive I shall receive his Majesty’s 
commands upon the future measures to he pursued. I am, &c.. 

Geo, Germain. • 

T-^o ’•■■■i" 1 '= !' ■■<' rr o'rfc'-r- c-rto r'lc-.'i’- : th';t the- despatches had not arrived when 
is lo v. ; ‘.ICC, ii;;d ih-iu v.TOi T;'.-:;/ did come they Contained 
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Lord Cornwallis arrived at New York November 19, and a 
controversy immediately arose between Mm and Sir Henry Clinton. 
TMee questions came under discussion: 1st. The policy of tbe 
march into Yirginia ; 2nd. "WliLetlier Sir Henry bad not ordered 
Lord Cornwallis to fortify some post on tbe Cbcsapeak, leaving- bim 
little or no discretion except as to tbe selection of tbe place ; 8rd. 
Wbetber tbe promises of relief beld out justified Lord Cornwallis 
in standing a siege. Tbe printed despatches explain Lord Corn- 
wallis’s reasons for considering tbe invasion of Virginia, tbe only 
course wMcb could be productive of advantage. He was obliged 
to act constantly on bis own judgment, as communications with the 
North were extremely precarious ; and when be did receive instruc- 
tions bom Sb Hemy, they were often not very clear, and sometimes 
very contradictory. 

It is not easy to understand what objections Sir Henry Clinton 
entertained to the march, except Ms desne to recall a large portion 
of tbe southern army to tbe North. Yet at tbe very time be was 
making requisitions upon Lord Cornwallis for this purpose, and 
condemning tbe plans be was pursuing, be detached G-eneral 
Arnold, and afterward- C.--".— rl to Ynginia, to endeavour 

to cripple tbe enemy i \ ■•• •• ■- 1 -?' • ; i possession of tbe province 
u^vle^s, Ji'u] to harass them with desultory incursions ” — always a 
favourite idea of Sb Hemy’s. 

With reference to tbe occupation of some post on tbe Cbesa- 
peak, notMng can be more decisive than tbe despatches of tbe 
Commander-in-CMef, who wrote on tbe 8tb of J uly, and again on 
tbe lltb, to order that some position should be selected which 
would ■‘■d . t ■ sMps of tbe line. In tbe latter despatch 

Lord < ■- i- -I-: “ without loss of time to examine Old 

Point Comfort, and fortify it. But if it should be your Lordship’s 
opinion that Old Point Comfort cannot be held Svitbout having pos- 
session of York, for in this case Gloucester may perhaps be not so 
material, and that tbe whole cannot be done with less than 7000 
men, you are at full bberty to detain all tbe troops in tbe Cbesa- 
peak, wMcb I believe will amount to somewhat more than that 
number, which very Hberal concession wiH, I am persuaded, con- 
vince your LordsMp of tbe Mgb estimation in wMeb I bold a naval 
station in tbe Cbesapeak. . . . Until tbe season for recom- 

mencing operations in tbe Cbesapeak shall retmm, your LordsMp, 
or whoever remains in tbe command there, must, I fear, be content 
with a strict ■Pf -i*' . ■ 1 T must desbe that you will be pleased 

to consider i’. - i.- a requisition to you, not to detain a 

greater proportion of tbe troops now with you than wdiat may be 
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absolutely uecessaiy for defensive operations, &c., as before men- 
tioned. When, therefore, your Lordship has finally determined 
upon the force you think sufficient for such works as you shall 
erect at Old Point Comfort, and the number you judge requisite 
to cover them at Yorktown, you wiU be pleased to send me the 
remainder.” 

This letter was considered by Lord Cornwallis as rendering the 
selection of some post on the Chesapeak imperative ; and it must 
be remarked that wliSn he wrote it. Sir Henry knew that the troops 
destined to take part in the expedition against Philadelphia had 
actually embarked. He must also have been aware that after the 
detachments he required had sailed for the North, there would, 
even on his own calculations (and he always persisted in overrating 
the strength of the southern army), remain but a small force avail- 
able for operations in the field, allowing none for garrisons. The 
number would in fact have fallen short of 4000 men. 

Nothing therefore, but some weE fortified post, could shelter 
tills weak corps and protect the navy. Lord Cornwallis conceiving 
that no choice was left to him on this point, took possession of York- 
town and Gloucester, as they were unanimously pronounced by the 
Engineers and the officers of the Navy who were consulted, to be 
the least object ion able places that could be selected, though even 
they were far from being really eligible. 

With reference to the relief of Yorktown, there can be no 
doubt that Sir Henry fuUy intended to perform what he had pro- 
mised, and to whom the blame of the delay should be attributed, it 
is not easy to say. On the 25th oi* Sepiciiil»»‘r l.ord Cornwallis was 
assured that the fleet would sail on tin- 5ili of Ocioher, or possibly a 
day or two later ; and the intelligence he received by Major Cochrane 
on the 10th of October, gave Mm every reason to expect relief 
from day to day ; but the fleet did not in fact quit New York tiU 
the 19th (the very day of the capitulation), nor arrive off the mouth 
of the Chesapeak till the 24th. 

Sir Hemry Clinton, thinking that some passages in the. letter 
giving an account of the capitulation, conveyed the idea that Lord 
Cornwallis had, contrary to his own opinion, fortified the posts of 
York and Gloucester, solely in pursuance of orders from New York^ — • 
and also that he had, before September 24, received promises of 
relief— wrote on the 30th of Novernl.er to T .ord Cornwallis, requesting 
“a more formal avowal of his .siri.iijiK-nt.s' ni.-on L»oii)ls rcilcctiiig 
so severely upon Sir Henry’s oun Ci'iiducl:. in hi.s ain'i'er lo ilus 
letter, T'jord Cornwallis repeats, that m taking possession of York 
and Gloucester, he “ thought he acted in strict obedience to orders 
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and tliat althougli “no particular engagement for the navy had 
been made before September 24, all Sh Henry’s letters held out 
uniformly such hopes of relief, that he did not think it would have 
been justifiable in him to abandon these posts with his numerous 
sick, artillery, stores, and shipping, or to risk an action which in 
all probability, would, in its consequences, have precipitated the 
loss of them.” 

Various communications passed on this subject at New York, 
followed in England by a war of pamphlets,*' to which succeeded 
Parhamentary discussions ; but nothing was elicited that could throw 
any fresh light upon the controversy. 

Lord Cornwallis sailed from New York in December, in the 
Eobuste ; but after a few days, the vessel proving not seaworthy, 
was obliged to return to port, and he then embarked on board a 
merchantman, and reached England early in January, 1782. 

The surrender of Lord Cornwallis practically put an end to the 
American war : for though both parties continued in arms for 
nearly a year and a half longer, no serious encounter took place 
between them. Indeed, after the resignation of Lord North, March 
20, 1782,^ the speedy termination of hostilities was considered so 
certain, that a kind of tacit armistice took place, rarely inter- 
rupted, and then only by unimportant skmnishes. Eodney’s® 
victory of the 1 2th of April only accelerated peace, as by saving 
tlie.West Indian Islands from captme, it put an end to the hopes 
the Erench had fondly entertained, of permanent advantage in 
that quarter. Congress also became alarmed as to their future 




■vvas rejected by 226 to 216, and another, 
March 15, by Sir John Rous, met the same 
fate by 236 to 227. But when Lord Surrey 
renewed it on the 20th, Lord North stopped 
the debate by announcing his resignation. 

2 Sir George Rodney, Bart., afterwards 
K.B., Admiral of the White and Vice-Admiral 
R; 1. ■■■; : Lord Rodney June 19, 

.. !■■■ ;,. i:h ;718, d. May 21, 1792, 
iT,')!, Jane, dau. of Charles 
Compton, Esq., and sister of Charles 7th, 
and Spencer 8th, Earls of Northampton ; 
2nd, 1764, Henrietta, dau. of John dies. 
Esq. of Lisbon. M.P. for Saltash, May, 
1751, to Nov. 1754; between Nov. 1759 
and June, 1782, for Okehampton, Penryn, 


to bring in Sir George Rodney and Sir George 
Osborn, while Lord Spencer supported Mr. 
Howe. The canvass continued more than 
three years, and the election cost the three 
parties considerably more than 320,000/. ! 


controversy ihan Roilnev’s. The victory was 
won hy his broaking th(> lino, but to whom 
the idea of that manceuvre is due has been 
much ■.P':--::;.-]. Tn *’ ■■ ‘ ?vW Review,’ 
vol. -■ i, ! at length. 

Lord Rodney’s conduct after the battle has 
also licei) suvevely blamed. Admiral Coni- 
tvailis, who tb.ero commanded the Canada 
it Lord 

' ■ ■ . jght to 

. if Sir 

' ' ! ■ ' pursue 

which had been but little 
■ 'j Cornwallis, was con- 

vinced that the greater part of the French 
fleet would have been captured. 
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prospects, if tlie war were to continue, now tliat England Iiad 
recovered the command at sea. Had the battle occurred earlier, 
many of the misfortunes which befel the British arms might have 
been avoided. The capitulation of Yorktown, for instance, would 
tfever have taken place, had the English fleet not been so inferior 
to the French. 

Sir Henry Clinton did not continue in command long, after tbe 
surrender of Yorktown. On the 8th of May, he was succeeded by 
Sir G. Carleton, who remained in tranquil possession of New York, 
Charlestown, and some other posts, till the final evacuation of the 
country in 1793. 

It does not fall within the scope of this work to take any gene- 
ral retrospect of the war, or to discuss the numerous errors com- 
mitted both in America and at home, especially as Lord Cornwallis 
held an independent command only during the years 1780 and 
1781. Enough has already been stated, to show the want of 
energy and enterprise of most of the English generals. Many 
023portunities undoubtedly occurred, particularly in the earlier years 
of the war, when most effective blows might have been struck ; and 
though the- Government at home ought to have sent larger rein- 
forcements, sufficient use was not made of the forces actually in 
America. 

Although the Loyalists formed in many provinces a respectable 
minority, and in some were actually the majority, they never ren- 
dered such services to the Crown as, from their numbers, might 
reasonably have been expected. They were in fact cowed by the 
violence and cruelty of the opposite party, and, as it was impossible 
from want of troops to send detachments of sufficient strength 
to protect each body which chose to rise in arms, it repeatedly 
occurred, either that they allowed themselves to be plundered and 
maltreated without a struggle, or that, if they did altonqit to resist, 
they were defeated and often murdered in cold blood. Such were 
among the many disadvantages which attended the progress of the 
Koyal arms. The war lasted, reckoning from the first skirmish at 
Concord, nearly nine years. That there were occasions when it 
might have been brought to a successful termination, may be con- 
sidered more : "‘"ft it i?: equally probnhlo tint in such 

a case the ' i i- ■ ■■ long Imvc- l;..:;.;-n renewed : for no 

one can imagine that the mighty nation which now possesses so 
large a portion of North America,- would have permanently sub- 
mitted to be subject to Great Britain, 
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OHAPTEE V. 

Eefusal of ' ‘ ■ ’ ' ' Cornwallis — His offer to resign tlie 

ConstaH-^H^. .. . • " ' Captain ; contro- 
versy with Sir H. Clinton — Modification of C r: i^olitical 

views — His opinions on the India question — Prospects of an Indian 
appointment — Defeat of the Whig ministiy — Lord Cornwallis resigns the 
Tower. 

The question of liis exchange occupied the attention of Lord Coru- 
walhs during the whole of the year 1782. The communications 
already mentioned as having passed between him and Colonel 
Laurens, led hirn to anticipate an early release from his parole. 
Put for some unassigmed reason, the American Commissioners 
refused to allow any exchange for Lord Cornwallis; and Sir H. 
Clinton, Pebruary 11, informed General Washington that he had 
in consequence given orders “ to reserve his lordship’s value from 
the highest in rank of the American officers unexchanged, and 
that thereupon the American Commissioners had refused to pro- 
ceed further in the exchange.” WasMngton replied that his 
Commissioners would attend on the 15th of March at Elizabeth- 
town, fully authorised to treat of the exchange of Lord Cornwallis 
and the Honourable Mr. Laurens;” but he adds, “I apprehend 
Lord Cornwallis misunderstood Colonel Laurens in the conversa- 
tion they had upon that matter in Virginia. I could never have 
given an assurance that Ms LordsMp should be exchanged for Mr. 
Laurens, the father of the Colonel, as I had no authority to make 
any such stipulation.” The proposed meeting was, however, post- 
poned, and notMng was definitely settled in regard to Lord 
Cornwallis. Early in May Mr. Laurens was released without any 
formal conditions, but with a distinct understanding that the 
desired exchange would be at once effected. His own feelings on 
tMs subject are expressed in a letter written from Ostend, May 
17, to Hr. Franklin at Paris. “I wish it (Franklin’s answer) 
may prove satisfactory to Ms LordsMp, by c. nablirig me, with your 
consent and concurrence, to cancel a debt wMch does not sit easy- 
upon me, and wMch cannot with honour to our country remain 
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unpaid. I tHnk we shall not— it is impossible we should — incur 
displeasure by doiag an act of common justice, and our authority 
may be fairly implied.” FranHin evaded any distinct reply, and 
in consequence Major Boss was sent to Paris on a kind of semi- 
official mission, to settle the exchange. The discussions which 
took place there, must have been either private or verbal, as, 
notwithstanding a most careful search, no traces of them can he 
found in the archives of any of the public offices in France. 
Through Mr. Oswald^ Major Boss communicated, about June 5, 
with Dr. Franldin, who acted in the same dilatory and unsatis- 
factory manner as he had done before. In spite of the representa- 
tions of Mr. Laurens, and the strong opmion of M. de la Fayette, 
who urged the propriety of an immediate release, he would sign no 
paper which did not leave Lord Cornwallis’s fate to the ultimate 
decision of Congress. Major Boss refused at first to accept such an 
ungracious offer, but the next day was persuaded by Mr. Oswald to 
alter his determination. 

. A letter dated August 4, from Lord Cornwallis to Sh Guy 
Carleton in America, explains how the matter then stood. Fresh 
difficulties and delays arose, and Franklin, although assured by 
M. de la Fayette that the request was perfectly fair, and always 
granted, refused to release the tliree aides-de-camp of Lord Corn- 
wallis — Lord Chewton,^ Major Boss, and Lieutenant Haldane. 
Congress, availing themselves, as Franklin probably expected, of 
his reservation, and ignoring the release of Laurens, of which 
they must have previously heard, actually (by a letter dated 
July 30, from General Washington) ordered Lord Cornwallis to 
return to America to his p'^ro]-'' Such a proceeding 

was too unjustifiabh- > > j iv : "I i: . and the demand was 

not enforced. The ■ ■ r, .-ragged on in the most 

unsatisfactory manner to the end of the year, and probably were 
only brought to a close by the signing of preliminaries of Peace 
January 20, 1783, when all prisoners were released on both sides. 
It is certain at least, that early in that month Lord Cornwallis 
still considered himself a prisoner on parole, as it will be seen that 

1 Ricliaid Oswald of Auchencruive, b. 2 - .7 * . 'V . 


1705, d. Nov. 6, 1784; m. Mary, dau. of 6, 17- . . • ■ . ■ ■ . i 

r.-. . ; i- rr.d rr!r»;:ii N.r.-. 

i“ ;': io!'.,’a:ri !■.■■..! I' lif h: r;;:.:'- 1:1 l.i o;’ Lir:,. , l:'.-;'-! i'.::-; of 

i ai'i -i* (if lap • Wi'i -'■■■c •!-iri- of 1 '.-. ^ \ ic.j-l, I’.onl i-: !■■■ ;.ic 

separate ■ ■ ' - ' ; ■ . l.-.ii;-.-.-, 1:0 ..s .'li---! ( . i i* 

Mr. Osw ■ . li;.!-.- I '..o:,:!.. .'.‘.I’, f.i- Nvwr.is:..- 

(Jreaviile. ii.‘.d....-Li:j.j .ivi:: N*. v. 1 1 id to J..n. li-^u. 
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lie wished Major Boss to proceed to Paris a second time with 
reference to this question. It is difficult to understand the reason 
of all these subter&ges and delays. The war was practically at an 
end, and it was well Imown that even if he had been at liberty, Lord 
CornwaUis had no intention of returning to America, Whether 
the Americans were actuated by petty spite, or a desire to revenge 
themselves upon the most active general who had been opposed to 
them, or whether they were swayed by some unknown political 
reasons, it is of course impossible to say. 

Pending these negotiations, Lord Cornwallis felt very great 
difficulty in accepting the office of Governor-General of India, 
tendered to him by Lord Shelbm-ne. He was even reluctant, 
while on parole, to appear in the House of Lords, and it was not 
till June 21, some time after the release of Laurens, that he took 
his seat. 

Eakl Cornwallis to the King, 

[From a Draft in Lord Cornwallis’s waiting.] 

Sir, London, March 19, 1782. 

As I have the jiresumption^to believe that your Majesty has 
confidence in my professions of aversion to faction, and of unalter- 
able attachment to your person, and zeal for your service, I 
venture, without apprehending any unfavourable constniction, to 
request that yom- Majesty w^ill dispose of the office of Constable of 
the Tower,^ either now or on any future occasion, if it can contri- 
bute to the convenience of your arrangements. 

My unwearied endeavours to serve your Majesty and my 
country, may perhaps induce your Majesty, with your usual kind- 
ness to me, to consider favom-ably my pretensions in the line of my 
profession, when a jiroper oppoi-timity offers, which I should prefer, 
as depending more immediately on your Majesty, to holding an 
office which is generally looked upon as a civil employment. 

I am, with the utmost respect, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The King to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Holograph.] 

Queen’s House, March 28, 1782. 

Mv Lord, The whole tenor of your conduct has so manifestly 
shown, that Attachment to My Person, to Your Country, and to 

. 1 Lord Cornwallis had been Constable of the Tower since Dec. 8, 1770. 
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the Military Profession are the motives of Your Actions, that I am 
certain no fresh proof is necessary to the World for justice to he 
done You on that head. I therefore must desire You not, from a 
false delicacy, to think of resigning the Office of Constable of the 
Tower of London. 

Had not a multiplicity of business prevented Me, Your hand- 
some offer should not have remained so many days unnoticed. 

Geoege E. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Earl op Shelburne. 

My DBAK LoED, Friday Moraing, May 31, 1782. 

Boss is jiist going, I am not sure whether any passport is 
necessary. If you i^ow the dhection to Laurens or Oswald, it 
may save liim from making inquiries which may excite -curiosity. 
Excuse my giving you this trouble. 

■ Yours most faithfully, 

CoENWALLIS. 

The following letter refers to the case of Captain AsgiU,^ which 
made a deep impression at the time. A man of the name of 
Huddy, commanding -an irregular corps of Eebels, called Eegu- 
lators, had been guilty of many atrocious murders. In one instance 
he had put to death, under circumstances of peculiar barbarity, a 
man of the name of White, belonging to a I. Huddy 

was subsequently -'I-' r-wV-u-'-r rr'd br"ig' = i > where 

a Board sat (of v. ' ■ i r:-;.- i.l-. iin- President), under 

whom the Loyalist corps acted. By order of this Board, Huddy 
was taken to the beach, and, without any formal trial, hanged 
within sight of the American camp, April 15, 1782. A Captain 
Lippencot happened to have the immediate direction of the exe- 
cution, and Washington therefore insisted that he should be given 
up. The demand was, of course, refused, but he was assured that 
Lippencot should be tried by a court-martial. This was done, but 
he was acquitted on the ground that he acted under the orders of 
a duly authorized body. Washington determined to avenge Huddy, 

1 r 1 _ -n 4, r-- — ’ twice married — 1st to a West Indian, and 

• ■ ■ . . 2nd to an Irish, lady. His son published 

- I'.” V" ’"’'' -,--4-...- 

pliia, dau. ot Admiral sir unaioner ugie, ■ ■ . ' ' ' 

Bart. Equerry to the Duke of York from .'■ ■■■.. ■ ■ ' ^ ' 'e he 

1732 to his death. . ■ . ■ . ■ ■■ . ' . ■ ' 800^. 
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by making all tlie captains wbo bad been captured at Yorktown 
draw lots to decide wbicb sbould suffer death. The lot fell on 
Captain Asgill, who was put under close arrest May 18. The 
English Government, having vainly protested against an act of such 
gross injustice and inhumanity, signified their intention of making 
reprisals, by executing a large number of American prisoners. 
Fortunately the Comte de Yergennes ^ was able to interpose, Lady 
Asgill® having written to him for his good offices, and he prevailed 
iiPATi WfieEin to abandon his intention. This was the most 
!!■ \r^\' 'i, -i •■■■ -p --tedby Washington, with the exception of 
m'j. =-.\- vV . 


Eael Cornwallis to Major Eoss. 

DeAB Eoss, Culford, Wednesday, July, 1782. 

I have had a most affecting letter from Lady AsgiU. I 
wish you would be kind enough to go to her. I have endeavoured 
to explain to her how impossible it is for me to be of any use, yet 
perhaps she is not satisfied. I am in great haste. 

Yom’s, (fee., 

CORirWALLIS. 

I t hink Eobertson’s letter mentions that the court-martial is 
again going on, which circumstance must aff(?rd her some con- 
solation. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Thomas Townshend. 
Dear Thomas, Lamteth, Aug. i, i782. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you wih be kind enough 
to forward the enclosed letter to the Baron de Yiomenil® at Paris. 

You mentioned to me on Tuesday Harry’s ^ coming home. I 
have since heard that he had his old complaint on his breast last 
T d ■■ dl. Tierefore, in the present posture of affahs, be 
;■ r his coming home iin.uied in i.. ly. 

Yours ever, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


1 Chai’les Gra- ■ ■■ b. 
Dec. 28, 1717, < . ' . . 68, 

the wid ■ " 

Testa. ■ ■ . 

plomatic 

made Minister ot r oreign Attairs, and in 1788 
President du Conseil des Finances, which 
olLel'.- rXa;:!.-.! iili h- d ;::i\ 

- v.:.' da:., i-.' Esq., 

and wile of Sir Ouai ies Asgiii, Bart., a banker 


and alderman of London ; to whom she was 
T-an-i.-.’ D-c. 12. 17.''). TL.r vc:-;.' 

1728, d. Nov. 9, 1792, in consequence of . 
wounds received on Aug. 10 in that year. 
He had been second in command in America 
to the Of.--: -2 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Gut Carleton. 

DBAE SiEj Culford, Atig. 4, 1782. 

Lady Asgill, whose situation has been very distressing, is 
very anxious to have the enclosed letter transmitted to Greneral 
Washington. I think I convinced her that it was impossible that 
the letter could arrive in America, time enough to be' of any use ; 
but yet she was unwilling to give up sending it. I have therefore 
taken the liberty of enclosing it to your Excellency, that you may 
determine whether it ought to be sent to General Washington, if, 
contrary t'l rU you should receive it before that unfor- 

tunate V:.' -.■■■i'- ’I li*. settled. 

I mentioned in a former letter how my exchange was circum- 
stanced ; but lest that packet should have miscarried, I will again 
trouble you with a repetition of it. 

Mr. Laurens, on obtaining his liberty, engaged to procure me a 
release from my parole ; and as Dr. ErankHn had been employed 
by Congress to offer Lient.-C,"-.--.-:;'! in r>xchange for him, 

and as that General had ah-.-.; I^. I » • . ■ i in America, he 

requested the Doctor to give me an immediate release, that I miglit 
not be under the necessity of waiting for an answer from America. 
The Doctor said that he had no authority from Congress to propose 
any person in exchange for M!r. Laurens but General Bm’goyne ; 
but that, as he was of opinion that in justice and equity I ought to 
be released, and that it was for the honour of his country that it 
should be so, he would take it upon himself to do it ; but he still 
seemed to entertain some doubts whether the Congress would confirm 
it. He Hltewise concurred Avilh 'lie Marquis dc T.afjiyette in giA'ing 
their liberty to my aides-de-camp, l.ord (iiowton, Major lioss, and 
Lieutenant Haldane, who are stiU, however, to be exchanged 
whenever a cartel sliall tak'i> pkico., as a civility of nearly a similar 
nature was done to thm-.-ral l.nicolu. 

I shall take it as the greatest favour if you wiU give every 
assistance in your power for the final settlement of this business. 
I most heartily beg pardon for giving you so much trouble about 
my affahs, and can only assure you, that if it ever should be in my 
power to obey any commands of yours, it will give me the greatest 
satisfaction to do it. I have the honour, &c., 

COENWAIAIS. 
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General Washington to Sir Guy Carleton. 

Sir, Head-quarters, July 30, 1782. 

In pursuance of Act of Congress, “ directing me to remand 
immediately Lieut.-General Earl Cornwallis to tlie United States, 
unless the Honourable Hemy Laurens, Esq., be forthwith released 
from his captivity, and furnished with passports to any part of Eu- 
rope or America, at his option, or be admitted to a general parole,” 
I have to request your Excellency that orders for this pm-pose may 
be communicated to Lieut-General Earl Cornwallis by the first con- 
veyance, informing him, that as this order is strictly conformable 
to the tenor of Ms parole, I have the fullest expectation of his 
immediate return to the United States, unless the conditions men- 
tioned in the Act of Congress are complied with. 

I have the honour, &c.. 

Geo. Washington, 


Earl Corhwallis to Major Ross. 

My dear EoSS, Brome, Sept. 25, 1782. 

The paragraph in the Commissioners^ letter alarmed me 
very much ; but I am much relieved by a note wliicli I received 
tMs afternoon from Sir G. Carleton, enclosing a copy of a letter 
from Washington, wMch I transmit to you, and to which that 
paragraph is a bad and injudicious answer. The Commissioners 
were only authorised to say, that Mr. Laurens thought that in 
justice I ought to be freed from my parole, and that he would 
accept his Hl)(n’ty on no other condition. I do not, however, think 
that Washington or Congress will give any determined negative, 
until they hear from Laurens or Dr. Eranklin, and their demand 
of me for Laurens aiipears to me rather a fortunate circumstance. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


Extract of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton and Rear-Admiral 
Dig BY TO General Washington, dated Aug. 2, 1782. 

With respect to Mr. Laurens we are to acquaint you, that 
he has been enlarged from all engagements, without any condition 
whatever. After wHch, he declared of his own accord, that he 
considered Lord Cornwallis as fr'eed from his parole. Upon this 
point we are to desire your Excellency’s sentiments, or those of 


^ The commissioners appointed to .settle the exchanges of prisoners. 
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Sir Guy Carleton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My LoED, New York, Oct. 27, 1782. 

I have received yonr Lordship’s letters, dated 4th and 6th 
of August. Captain Asgill, I am to acquaint your Lordship, I 
have considered for a long time past as out of any danger. 

What more immediately concerns your Lordship has already 
engaged my very earnest attention. I wrote to your Lordship by 
the Eoehuck packet, a duplicate of which has been transmitted by 
the Southampton frigate, in which I enclosed the extract of a letter 
from Admiral Dighy and myself to G-eneral Washington on the 
subject of your exchange, but to tliis point of our letter I have not 
received any answer. I have since written to Lord Shelburne, 
acquaintmg him of the further measures I have taken to obtain a 
declaration of your exchange, either from General Washington or 
Congress, with which you have doubtless been made acquainted. A 
duplicate of that letter will be sent to his Lordship by the present 
conveyance. But I am to inform your Lordship that I yet remain 
T.-ithout receiving any express declaration of your exchange. Instead 
of that humane attention to the rights of individuals which prevails 
in Europe, they seem to practise in this country a studied in- 

I am, &c., 

Gtjy Caeleton. 

Substance of’ a Conversation that passed between General Knox' and 
Mr. Elliot,® at Tappan, the 26th of September last, 1782, 

Mr. Elliot observed to General Knox, that Lord Cornwallis was 
so generally esteemed within the British lines, that his Lordship’s 
exchange was an event in which all ranks were interested; Mr. 
Elhot also mentioned that he made no doubt but that General 
Knox knew that Sir Guy Carleton had wrote to General Washing- 
ton on this subject. 

General Knox, with liis usual and natural frankness, immedi- 
ately told Mr. Elliot that he perfectly understood him, but at the 
same time assured him, that it was not in his power to give him 
any information on the subject of Lord Cornw^allis’s exchange, but 
that he w^ould give Mr. Elliot his opinion, which was, that there 

’ r ’ V .r-i.- 1 4 n.f. York, V l K " .y- V ■’ ■ 

. lector (>.’ .ly 

. . speete-.i ■ f ' "- i-:- I 

confiscated, ana be was obliged w come lo 
■ . ■ ' England. 
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could be no don- ' T.wl letter, of Ms exchange; but 

that be did not ■■ ■ , ■ ■ . " ■ :Ms present time, either Ge- 

neral WasMngton or the Congress had received any other informa- 
tion of such exchange havbag taken place, but what Sir Guy 
Carleton had transmitted to General Washington, which was most 
likely to be the reason of Sir Guy Carleton’s letter not being an- 
swered. 


Eael CoRirwALLis TO Major Eoss. 

Dear Eoss, Cuiford, Dec. 23, 1782. 

I enclose to you under a flying seal letters to Lafayette and 
Laurens, which I wish you to show to Mr. Townshend if you approve 
of them. The letter to Lafayette has cost me a great deal of 
trouble, and I am not sure, after all, that it is worth sending ; if 
there are any mistakes in the French, pray alter them. If 
FranHin and Laurens have received any answer or instructions 
from Congress, they will of course give a positive answer ; but as I 
suspect that no answer has been received by them, I fear my 
wretched state of uncertainty must continue. Laiu’ens so posi- 
tively declared to me that he would not consider himself as a free 
man unless I was set at liberty, that I think he might be worked 
upon to insist on some strong declaration ; but it is so difficult to 
state this in a letter without danger of giving offence, that I was 
afraid to express myself more fuUy. I wish you would consult Mr. 
T. or Lord Shelburne, or both of them, on the propriety of your 
making another trip to Paris ; ^ they are both much interested 
in tMs business, the latter very much on Ms own account. I am 
sme if you thought it could be useful you would not grudge the 
trouble. I own I can see no good purpose it can answer except by 
pressing Laurens, who is now acting in a public character and 
declaring himself, as Mr. T. told me, exchanged for me. I am 
perfectly clear that he told me that he would not accept of his 
liberty without exchange, and that either I should be free, or he 
should not be so. It is needless to say more to you on the subject. 
You wfll have no difficulty in seeing Lord S. and Mr. T. You 
can state the declarations of Lamrens, on which alone I tMnk 
any chance of success from your going would be founded. If you 
wish to hear again fi’om me, or to see me before you proposed 
going, there would still be time enough before the meeting of Par- 
liament. But I think you can judge as well as myself, unless you 
have objections wMch I have not thought of. I understand that 

* Major Ross did not go a second time to Paris. 
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the 45th regiment is going to be stationed at Jamaica, so tliat if all 
my plans were demolisbed, yon miglit follow by the jBrst packet ; 
but I tbink it perfectly clear that if my exchange is set aside, 
yours will be so too. I know your attachment to me too well, my 
dear Boss, to make any apology for what I have said, and beg if 
anything should strike you as proper to be done, you will not hesi- 
tate to act from your own judgment. Yours &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Koss. 

Dear Ross, Culford, Monday moming [probably Deo, 1782], 

I am quite overcome by this business, and really am not 
sanguine enough to see any hope. Your letters came so late that 
I had not time to write to the Marquis de Lafayette and Mr. 
Laurens, but I will do it this day. I should not, however, conceive 
that the Marquis could be of any service. At ah. events, the 
business must be decided before Parliament meets. I never could 
suffer myself to be publicly named for the command in India ^ 
without a, secmdty from Franklin that I shall not be counter- 
manded. I suspect that Franklin has not sent a copy of the paper 
to America, and that awkward letter of Caiieton’s and Digby’s 
was not calculated to forward the business. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I should not think Ohewton, Haldane, and yourself, more at 
liberty than I am. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Boss. 

Dear Ross, Culford, Dec. 25, 1782. 

Your letters of the 22nd and 23rd, which, by a provoking 
mistake of the post-office, I did not receive till after the post went 
out this morning, gave me great satisfaction. At the same time I 
received the enclosed letter from Laurens,® which is rather obscure, 
hi.: '■■U. T :'.k. I ■U. > i A -hanged; at least it is evident 

i'.m! ! ■ . !■ I'r:!- ■■ ■ received any disavowal from 

Congress. I should wish the opinion of Mr. Townshend, and, if he 
thinks necessary, of Lord Shelburne, upon it. I do not recollect 
the exact words of the Commissioner’s letter which makes him so 

IT, 1 ,r ... T ...J this letter. 

1 - ■ ; ■ , ■ . ■ , 2 This letter has not been found. 
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angry, but there is undoubtedly a copy of it in Mr. Townshend’s 
office; I think it ivT;Tr;=.r-r.tr:d T.nurr-ns having declared me free of 
his own authority, i.csi }on have taken a hasty trip to 

Paris, I enclose this to my brother Janies,^ that in your absence he 
may communicate Laurens’ letter to Mr. Townshend. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Oolonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Cuiford, jan. is, ivss, 

I received Sir H.’s® narrative last night, and have read it in 
a cursory manner. It is a bad performance, and I think not likely 
to do the cause much good with people of judgment, yet I think it ■ 
may be necessary to take some notice of it, as he so often arraigns 
my march into Virginia, as a measure undertaken without waiting 
for his consent. The manner in which the Parliamentary registers 
are published, does not bring the correspondence sufficiently before 
the public eye, I therefore at present tliink that your idea is a good 
one. I wiU, however, consider the matter, and talk it over when 
we meet. I shaU dine at PhiUipson’s on Friday ; he desires you 
will meet me. If you can dine there I will caU on you, as the 
General is to send Ms coach for me and the children to Mansfield 
Street. I am very glad that my brother ^ has got the Ganges. 

Yom’s, &c., 

Cornwallis. ' 

" Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Lear Boss, E’nJay, Aug. itss. 

I most heartily wish you joy. You know too well how much 
I was interested in the event * to doubt the pleasure it gives me. 

I had a letter from Fawcett ® to notify your appointment with the 
rank. Brome is vastly well ; we shall be in town on Sunday. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I will go to court with you on Wednesday. 

R ■■■. .T - 0:1 ‘V:.s U!-;- ■!> on the ciunpnigns of 1780 and 1781 in 

I. I!';.-, i. ■.v;.-,:;! .:o Amei'ica: Lord Cornwallis wrote a reply, 

V.. - a. : 1 .L.iy L :.■,>! : !■. ! n’.'i, which dr.:W f.-.rfh r. i:-;-.,!. 

(' ■ w i.;..:. ov : >■■■ * The appointment of Deputy Adjutant- 

Cj...'! . M. l..-.j. ■■ .■■.:;!! General in Scotland, with the rank of Lieut.- 

i:.i a:.! '.,;st Mriv; C; ...r. I-,, Colonel, 

1823, he hei'ame 4th Earl. s Lieut.-General, afterwards General the 

2 Sir Henry Clinton published a pamphlet Right Hon. Sir William Fawcett, K.B., d. 
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Major-Geneeal Grenville' to Earl Cornwallis. 

My DEAE LOED, Hanover, Aug. 22, 1783. 

I return your Lordship many thanks for the favour of your 
last letter of July 25, which came enclosed in one from General 
Fawcett, and am extremely rejoiced to find that yom- Lordship has 
heard so good an account of us here. In regard to what your 
Lordship touches upon in the latter part of your letter, concerning 
the choice of proper persons in the military line to be placed about 
liis Eoyal Highness’s person, your TiOrd«hip does me great justice 
in believing that I am incapable f-i i.'iidiriir 'iiy-eir lo anything like 
a jobbing application. Should I ever be consulted upon tliis busi- 
ness, there is no one’s advice that I would sooner follow than your 
Lordship’s ; and to convince you that I act with ^ I 

have already taken an opportunity to prepossess H.R.H. in favour 
of Colonel Brodrick by adding my mite to your Lordsliip’s re- 
commendation, in giving him that character which I really believe 
he deserves, and it is with infinite pleasure that I find myself 
authorized by H. R. H. to assure your Lordship that in this, as in 
all other instances, any recommendation coming from your Lord- 
ship will ever have the greatest weight with him, and that he shall 
be extremely happy at all times to take your Lordship’s advice, 
having the highest ojnnion of your Lordship’s worth and integrity, 
both as a man and as an officer. 

We have had the satisfaction of attending the Prussian reviews 
tliis spring at Potsdam, Berhn, and Magdeburgh, which were very 
instructive and highly interesting to a military man. We had Hke- 
wise proposed being present at the Imperial reviews this autumn, 
but the affairs of Osnabruck (it being the year of II.E.H. taking 
possession of the government of this bishoprick into his own hands) 
requhing his presence there about the middle of next month, we 
have been obliged to postpone tliis expedition to another year. I 
flatter my.^elf, however, that we shall have that satisfaction before 
we rpiit the Conlinent. 

Feb. 22, 1804; m. Oct. 22, 1786, Chai-lotte, 
widow of the Rev, George Stinton, Chan- 
cellor of Lincoln. Governor of Chelsea Hos- 

■ : G. ’■ ] D-- O-.ards, and for 

■.. I ;. ■ He had been 

(■■■ ; ■ ( '(sl, ;. ! :.' ;.-d Regt, ; b. 

1. !7:'-. d. i823, iinm.ar- 

G- ■„ - .bic '.li-'-ivil'c, was iie.’ct 

i - ;! . • K. ' c ki ■;:i i!,::-. Ge- rge Grenville, 
and General Grenville’s elder brother, James, 

von. I. 
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I slinE not trouble your Lordship with any politics, as I believe 
neither your Lordship nor myself meddle much in that business. I 
hope, however, tilings will soon mend for the better, as it appears 
to me that there is great room for amendment. 

I am not in the least astonished at your Lordship’s partiality 
for our new married cousin. Lady Chatham,^ as by all accounts she 
is a most amiable woman in every respect. I wish them most 
sincerely aU possible happiness, and feel, ^vith the rest of my family, 
the greatest satisfaction at this new contracted alliance. 

I am, &c., 

E®. G-eenville. 


Earl CoumvAULis to Lieut.-Colonel Eoss. 


Dear Eoss, Sept. 5 , 1733. 

Notwithstanding the shooting, I have read the Traite de la 
Colonne® with great attention, and have been much amused by it. 
The column is certainly a much better order than the phalanx, and 
the advantages derived from it in the actions of Leuctra and Man- 
tinea are stated with clearness and ingenuity. I likewise grant it 
to have been far superior to the great squares formed by the Im- 
perialists at Lutzen, but yet I cannot be quite so great an enthu- 
siast for it as the Chevalier. 

I have received a letter from Grenville ; he has been very kind 
indeed about Brodrick, and sends me a civil message from the 
Prince, in regard to myself and Brodrick, so that I believe that 
plan will succeed. I have recommended a little reading to 
Brodrick. Grenville does not say a word about coming home, 
but talks of going next year to the Austrian reviews. We do 
not expect to hear fr-om you till that momentous business of the 
montlily retm’ns is got over. Brome gets flesh and strength, but 
he has still that httle short cough; I cannot, however, think it 
of any consequence. He vdll return to Eton the week after next, 
and at that time I shall deliver Mary over to Mrs. Comv\^allis ® at 
Honmgham,^ with whom she will go to town. I often turn over 
politics in my mind. Whether I should or should not resign the 


1 Mary Elizabeth, dau. """ - , V , . 

oo-.r-t b. Sort. ?. •' ■. . " : 

to Lord Sydney, and General Grenville first 
cousin to Lord Chatham. 

2 The Traite' de la Colonne ” is a di.sser- 
tation Iv !l:e Chi-Vidier r,.!::r.l, in I L IVo-mii 
C-a.oiarh:. -.f Voiy;.L:s. 
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: . . . 1727, d. 

. . csiie was 

sister of Charles 1st Lord Bayning. 

* Honingham, near Norwich, the seat of 
Lord Bayning. 
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Constable of tbe Tower at the meeting of Parliament is tbe question ; 
I at present incline to do it. Being turned out is unpleasant, and 
I am not quite clear that it is fair to force Ministers to tliat measure ; 
but I baye time to deliberate. I am quite sure tbat bandsome 
dealing is not only more satisfactory to oneself, but tbat it is, eyen 
in tbe worldly consideration, tbe best policy. I enclose a letter to 
Grisdale.^ If be bas .jb' ^ i d by Edinburgh, you will pro- 
bably know enough of iib :■!. - ; » i ■ able to conyey it to him. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Lord Cornwallis’s pobtical opinions bad undergone considerable 
modification since be first took bis seat in tbe House of Lords. 
Lord Shelburne bad before this time ceased to be in power ; and 
Lord Corn'walbs being still much attached to him, was not incbned 
to support tbe new Administration. Most of bis near connexions 
also were in . ---•-I ''-e foresaw tbat tbe time must come 

(as it actually -‘i ' •• • • K- later) when be would be compelled 

to take a decisiye part. These ckcumstances made him unwilling 
to continue Constable of the Tower, which was then considered a 
Ciyil office, though it was afterwards declared to be a Mibtary 
appointment. 


Eaul Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Lbae Boss, Cuiford, Oct. 26, ms. 

. . . I am determined to take no steps in regard to 

pobtics tin the meeting of Parliament, when I may form some 
judgment of what the Ministry and Opposition mean. My par- 
tiabty is certainly to the latter, but I must see what bne they take 
before I can form any connexion with them. If they should, blre 
former Oppositions, foment a ciyil war, and endeavour to overturn 
tbe constitution of this country by adopting the ifian of Messrs. 
Eicbmond,® Effingham, WyviU,® &c. &c., I can have notlung to 


Rev. Benjamin Grisdale, a constant cor- 


lain of the 33rd, with which vegimont he 
served in America, lie was rector of Witli- 
ington in Gloucestershire. 

2 Charles, 3rd Duke of Richmond, K.G, ; 
b. Feb. 27, 1734; d. Dec. 29, 1806; m. 
April 1, 1757, Mary, ' dau. and co-heir of 


Charles, 3rd and last Earl of Ailesbury of 
that creation. Field-Marshal and Colonel of 
the Blues; S,-. :■■■{. siv .‘-lafo fr.iin Mi.v !■> 

Aug. 1766 ; M-;-. :r A, ->r ();■!■ a; 

from Jan. 1,782 to April, 1783; and again 
fi’om Jan. 1784 to Feb. 1795, when he was 
replaced by Lord Cornwallis. For many years 

' iiev. ciA-'’p:;. r l.. 
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do with them. My studies have of late heeu much interrupted by 
my visit to Eton, and my passing a week with Lord Townshend.^ I 
will not, however, be idle tins winter. 

Erodrick is gone abroad, far from well. Dr. Warren® was not 
easy about him. He is v' ' 'I'o Nice. I wish lie had gone 

two months sooner, anc ; . ; ■ followed my advice of not 

bathing in the sea, which I could not conceive to be safe with his 
complaint; but he would consult a Brighthelmstone doctor, who 
would have recommended sea-bathing for every illness in the 
world. 

You write to me very seldom, and yet I dare say you have more 
leisure than myself — not that I have any real business, but a thou- 
sand little plagues : attent*-'" .''-'.-r-r"y h the house, letters to 
Loyalists, and trifles that on paper. Nothing 

can give me greater pleasure than hearing from you, and seeing 
yoiu’ free and familiar sentiments. I trust that we shall not be 
more strangers for being at two hundred miles distance. 

Lord Hincliingbrook,® whom I saw when I was at Eton, told me 
that the K — said to him that Lord North had asked him whether 
I would go to India. He answered that he supposed I would, if it 
was proposed, to me to go, in a proper situation. As, however, I 
have heard nothing from Lord N., with whom I have such easy 
communication, I conclude that nothing is seriously meant. As the 
time of year for walliing on the terrace was over, I could not con- 
veniently see H. M. . . . X am, &c., 

COENWALLTS. 


Bart, He was another violent reformer. 
Walpole said of him ; “ He is so stupid, he 
cannot even write English ; and the first York 
‘ ■ ^ him, 

! . made 

Field- 

. ’ ■ 'firds ; 

h. 2*2 i'5'2.f. a ‘It-'* la. i«o>7. 

1767 ; Master-General from Oct. 1772 to 
March, ^ ’ '■■■ 

1783; . -■ ■ ■ 

1767 fc ■ 

tr"-'. ’ ’ ■ -he peerage 

. ■ . i battles of 

Culloden ; 
: , 1 the dan- 

gerous wound of General Monckton, com- 
manded the army before Quebec. 


2 Dr. Ricbai'd Warren, b. Doc. 13, 1731, 
d. June 23, 1797 ; m. 1759, Elizabeth, dau. 
-f Pyer Sh-w, M/X He was a warm 
!<>■■■■• Prince of Wales; 

and his professional opinion on the health of 
the King was one of the main causes which 
led the Whigs in 1788, to contest the Re- 


bUi and last ]■, \' :■ e-Uhani- 

berlam to th- of the 

I’’ ’ ’ 1 ' ■ . ds in 

■ . 806 ; 
. : - . . 11 his 

■ . 1765 

and 

•then for the county of Huntingdon till he 
became a peer. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAK Ross, MansfieU street, Nov, 13, 1783. 

. . . I have not yet been in the House, nor have I seen 

one pohtician. Shelburne does not come up till after Christmas. 
Pitt^ made a most sensible speech, and I think proves that he is 
not in such haste to come in as to wish to overset all government, 
and to finish the ruin of the country, in order to obtain that sole 
object of most patriots. As there is no appearance of any business 
in the House of Lords, I shall return to Culford till after the hoh- 
days, when perhaps I shall be able to decide better on my future 
conduct. The communication with a certain personage® is a matter 
of some delicacy, and is not easily to be brought about unless some 
favourable opportunity should offer. Fox® has given notice that he 
intends to bring in the India business on Tuesday next. Charles 
Townshend ^ asked me to-day if I had heard anything of it. He said 
Montagu® told him that I was the person intended by the Portland 
party ; and added that there could be no doubt of its being the 
wish of Ms friends. I only answered that I Imew nothing of it, and 
had long since concluded that all idea of it was at an end. I cannot 
possibly conceive but that if Administration had any serious in- 
tention of employing me, they would have sounded me before the 
matter was brought into Parliament. If, however, it should be any 
how mentioned, it may give me an opportunity of an audience. 
You may depend on my acting with great caution, should the offer 
be made. I am every day more and more convinced of the neces- 
sity of military reading, and I assure you that it is very agreeable 
to me. j fl.TYi , . 

Cornwallis. 



held that othce tor only twenty montns 
altogether. M.P., before he came of age, 
for Midhnrst from 1768 to 1774; then for 
Malmesbury to 1780; and then for West- 
minster till his death. 

4 Right Hon. Charles Townshend (son of 

Williiu% ’ d o* C-i V 

Towrish '' ' .!•' 

1797, .. . - '7 ■ >. I- ■ : 

m. Aug. '! ■■■■ 

Rev. Richard Smyth. M.P. for Tarmouth, 
Norfolk, from Dec. 1756, to May, 1790, 


except in the Parliament of 1784, when he 
was one of “ Fox’s martyrs.” From Sept. 
1751 ■ I"’"'’ ■ . "T . 

Spain, ■ : 

Chai'h . ■ • , . ■ 

he held the various oilices of Lord of the 

T m IT- r,. 


of Jiawara, isc i!.ari oi naniax, b. iVo*, 


May, 1759, to Mai'ch, : ' i 

TTighi'.m Ferrers to 1 79( . 
seu‘ii Commisaioiici's named in Fox’s India 
Bill. 
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Fawcett tells me that Mackay ^ is comiiig up. I will be attentive 
to Mm. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Eoss, Cuiford, nov. 21 , 1783 . 

I last night received your letter of the 15th, and most 
heartily congratulate you on the termination of the very disagree- 
able duty at Portpatrick. I have no doubt, however, that your 
cMef must have found a great difference between the method of 
conducting that embarkation and the former ones. The fame of 
Bruen’s ^ patriotism had reached London before I left it. Grisdale 
and myself arrived here this day, and mean to lead a quiet but not 
an idle life in any sense of the word. 

You will have seen Fox’s plan, and probably his very civil ex- 
pression ^ in regard to me ; but it is plain that nothing could ever 
have been seriously meant by the questions which I before men- 
tioned. Fox’s bill wid be strongly opposed, perhaps more so than 
it deserves; for although I think there are several objectionable 
parts, I cannot say that the daring attach of the chartered rights has 
much weight with me. I tliink Jenldnson^ hit one principal blot 
which can hardly be got over. He supposed the Commissioners to 
be appointed for three or five years, as proposed by Fox, and that a 
change of Administration ensued, what would then be the conse- 
quence? The directors of East India affahs would probably be 
acting in direct opposition to the Government at home. After ah, 
it appears to me to be adopting a system almost as exceptionable 
as the present, and as likely to be perverted to the most corrupt 
pui’poses. We shall hear much more on this subject before it 


1 Lieut.-General Hon. Alexander Mackay, 
Colonel 21st Eegt. ; Gommander-in-Chief in 
Scotland. Son of George, 3rd Lord Keay, 
d. May 31, 1789 ; m. Dec. 24, 1770, Mar- 
garet, dau. of Sir William Carr, Bart., of 
Etal. M.P, for the county of Sutherland 


1783 to 1790, and then for the county of 
Carlow till his death. He had been on the 
U; ■; ‘-C: . : V- America, 

0 l.-.l 1 ! i y contracts. 

!■ ■ 'hi-. ■■■■I text was 

his having voted, Nov. 13, to reduce the 
number of men for the defence of Ireland 
from 12,000 to 9000, which was negatived 
by 106 to 34. 


3 See note in page 14, 

* Charles Jeakimson, afterw’ards 7th Ba- 
ronet, created Lord Hawkeshiiry Aug. 21, 
1786, and made Earl of Liveriioul May 28, 
1796, b. May 10, 1727, d. Dec. 17, 1808 ; 
m, l.st, Feh. 9, 1769, Amelia, dau. of William 
Wyatts, Esq., Governor of Bengal ; 2nd, 
June 22, 1782, Catherine, dau. of Sir Cecil 
Bishopp, Bart., and widow of Sir Charles 
Cope, Bart. He was Under Secretary to 
T -1 : ■ ’ " ■ that time to 

, ■ ' ■ ■■ almost with- 

r t 1. T ' 1 ' 

3- i ' r . « ■ - ■ ' 


till he was raised to the peerage. The speech 
above alluded to was made Nov. 20, 1783, 
on fixing the day for the second reading. 
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comes into our House, which, cannot he till after the holidays. I ! 

had a great deal of conversation with my friend Lord S.^ about my 
situation. It was partly of that nature as hardly to trust on paper. 

He is clear, however, that I can take no step as to the employment, 
without a certain person’s ® approbation. 

I met yesterday at Court, Hgot ^ the lawyer, one of the Commis- 
sioners of Accounts. He told me that Lord Sheffield^ had fre- 
quently been with them from Sir H. Clinton, to say how ill he had 
been used by them. Their answer was, that if he would do them 
the honom* to come to their Board, they flattered themselves they 
should be able to explain their conduct to his satisfaction. This he 
would not agree to, but wished them to enter into a correspondence. 

They however positively rejected this proposal, probably not bemg 
encouraged by my example. . . . Yours, &c., ‘ I 

OOENWALLIS. I 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. ^ 

Dear Eoss, cuiford, nov. 23 , itss. “ 

I enclose a letter Jfrom Bigby.® Since I wrote to you on f 

Friday I hear that bad news is come from the East Indies. General * 

Matthews ® and his army taken by Tippoo Saib. This event will, I 
think, operate powerfully in favom* of Administration in the present I 

contest. It would have been a pretty beginning for me if I had J 

gone last spring. Yoilts, &c., i 


^ Lord Shelburne. 

2 The King, 

3 Arthur Leary Pigot, afterwards Sir 

Arthur \ I®''®: m. 

1773 a .. . ■ ■ . . of 

Manchester. Solicitor-General to ttie Prince 

. ■'7^7. : ■ 1 ‘ the 

■■ .. VI.P. 

' ■ ■■ ■■ ■ . - : ■■ ■, for 

' . ■ ■ ■ . . ' n in 

Grenada, where his family was settled. 

S’-'Ti-h: iv T el.”:d: so 
Jin;. 1 7^ ' : L "i ; m 

30, 182l'; m, 1st, 1767' Abigail,' dan. of 
Lewis Way, Esq. of Richmond; 2nd, Dec. 


Cornwallis. 

Lord, and of Henry, 7th Lord and 1st Earl 
Digby, b. May 10,' 1742, d. July 11, 1800; 


ning, Bart., ii.n. ' 

m. General Ross). . , ■ ' : 

served in the Guards — Groom of the Bed- 
chamber to the Prince of Wales from 1780 
to 1782, and then Vice-Chamherlain to the 
Queen to 1792 ; Master of St. Catherine’s 
from .\ng. 1788 till his death. He was much 
in the confidence of the Royal Faniily. 


upon very favourable terns. Those terms 
\v-'"e T;c1at''d, o" the "lea ''v.diieh 

!.> live V.'. . i : li:;:'.. :!lO 
i:.'. :.' < '■ ' -i.'.’i p to 

i:!’..!:! ■ .-.Cl- ■ ■■; !■ . '-.vi b n 

i.'l li e i- i .' 1 i 'in, 

the whole of whom were thrown into irons. 
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Eael Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Eoss. 

DeAE Eoss, Mansfield Street, Dec. IG, 1783. 

Notwitlistanding my delicacies and resolution I could not 
resist tlie solicitations to come up. Ton will liave seen that w’e 
heat the Administration yesterday,^ and I have no doubt but the 
bill will be rejected to-morrow by a greater majority. From 
the means ^ that were taken to effect this everybody seems to 
conclude that there must be a change of Administration and 
dissolution of Parliament. Lord Shelbmme did not attend the 
House, so that he jirobably will not be included in any new 
arrangement. 

Should any proposals be hereafter made to me relative to 
India, I do not feel at all inclined to listen to them. I am hand- 
somely off, and in the present fluctuating state of affairs at home 
with violent animosities about India, I can see no prospect of any 
good. I am aware that present ease may have some w^eight, but 
it requires great resolution to engage a second time in a plan 
of certain misery for the rest of my life without more substantial 
encouragements. Write to me freely your thoughts on this head. 
It is, however, very possible that no such proposal may be made 
to me, but I think that Lord Temple, who will certainly have a 
very considerable share in a new system, seems inclmed to be 
civil to me. You may easily imagine the confusion that now 
reigns in this town, and the different countenances of hope and 
despondency that occm’ every instant. My boy is in perfect health 
at Culford, and I hope to return thither on Friday next. 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Liedt.-Golonel Ross. 


DeAE Eoss, Mansfield Street, Dec. 18, 1783. 

Mr. Pitt and, I believe. Lord Temple were with the King 
to-day, — ^yet they say the Mioisters have been in since, — and give 


When or how General Matthews was put to 
death, has never been ascertained. Few of 
the captives survived to tell their tale of 
horrors. 

to 

by . 

1 ~ ^ -95 to 76. At that 

facotcn and -sl ,t ' 


only of 235, of whom 6 were minors and 6 
Catholics, so only 223 could vote. 

2 The King’s communication to Lord 
Temple was in writing, and to the following 
eifeet : — “ The King would deem those who 
should vote for the bill not only not his 
friends, but his enemies ; and if Lord Temple 
could put this in stronger terms, he had full 
authority to do so.” 
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out tliat they were well received, and that there is to be no 
change. I suspect it will be a repetition of March ^ last. As soon 
as I find that no material negotiation is on foot I will resign the 
Tower. In these perilous times I will at least save my honour. 
I will write again to-morrow night, as I know your anxiety in 
matters where my conduct is critical. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Friday Night, Dec. 19, 1783. 

The Ministry is out, and Pitt is to have the Treasury, and 
Lord end. T believe, Lord Sydney, Secretaries of State. I 

believ" l i-- * is to be dissolved, but am not sure. My 

situation of having been sent for up to vote, and keeping my place, 
sat heavy on my mind, and before I knew of the change I had 
determined to resign. After a little reflection, I was of opinion 
that this circumstance should not alter my resolution; that the 
imputation of having kept my place, and voted in so essential a 
point against the Ministry still remained. If my friends continue 
in power I shall probably have some consideration in my own 
line ; if they go out, I must either resign with them or be turned 
out. The King appeared satisfied with what I said, as I hope you 
are with what I have done. Let me hear ftom you. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Lord SLelburne tendered Wa resignation Portland Administration had any audience of 
in March, but the new government was not the King after Dec. 17, except to resign his 
formed for six weeks. No member of the office. 
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CHAPTBE VI. 


Eesignation of Constablesliip of tEe Tower — Prospects of employment — Brueu 
and the Volunteers — Sir George Tonge •— Elections favourable to Ministers 
— Probability of receiving the Governor-Generalship of India — Lord 
G. Lennnox gazetted for Plymouth — Design of going to the Emperor — 
Expostulatory Letter to Mr. Pitt — Accepts the Tower. 

Eael Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Eoss. 

DbAE EoSS, Culford, Jan. 2, 1784. 

If you had been on the I think you would have 
approved of Tvr conduct ; I cannot, on the most mature reflection, 
vv-perV, I huYO. done. 

you niil lir-r. (!onsider the nature of the office,^ which to he 
sure by aU dispassionate people must be considered as a civil 
employment: you will then, I believe, agree with me, that, in 
the present state of parties in this country, it was impossible for 
me to hold it long without becoming contemptible to all sides, 
and that perhaps I had already held it too long; indeed I am 
convinced that I ought to have resigned at the coming in of the 
Coalition, and that as long as I did hold it, all my military compe- 
titors in the government line had a great advantage over me. 
You will next take a view of my conduct in this last business. 
Wlien the India Bill was first brought in I left London : both the 
Bishop of Lichfield and myself resisted the most pressing solicita- 
tions to attend it, and gave for reasons for onr not doing so, the 
peculiar situation in which I stood as to India matters. When the 
Bin was read a first time, and a debate and division expected, 
neither of us were present, but after the cireumstances ^ which you 
know had happened, both of ns appcnrorl to throw out the Bill. 
I now ask to what would even iluj CMiidid pari of mankind attri- 
bute such conduct? Surely they would say that my place was 
the first object to me, and that I would not venture to vote against 
the Ministry until I was well, assured that I should run no risk of 
losing it. 

I have no reason to imagine that any offers whatever will be 


Constable of the Tower. 


2 The personal interference of the King. 
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made to me in regard to India, nor do I now believe it possible 
that I could ever bring myself to listen to any. 

If tbe Ministry sbonld survive the 12tli, I tbink there is a pos- 
sibility of its being proposed to me to go to Ireland : I say t in's 
without any authority whatever, only that I know that Lord 
Temple does not go, and that nobody is as yet fixed on for it. I 
have not heard a syllable of this from any part of the Administra- 
tion, it is merely wild conjecture, and such as I would not mention 
to any person living but yourseK. I shall, however, turn it well 
over in my thoughts. 

Lord Eawdon is here, and as well disposed and friendly to me 
as ever. His speech has put liim in a situation of being higlily 
considered, and indeed, very deservedly.^ 

Believe me, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 

P.S. Poor O’Hara is once more driven abroad by his merciless 
creditors. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My DEAE LoED, CulforJ, Jan. 8, 1784. 

In answer to. the first point, I can assure you that my 
friends ® want no spur to their attendance — ^to the second, that you 
shall certainly have hares, partridges, and pheasants if the frost 
goes, without which I fear -we cannot get any — and to the third, 
that I will certainly have the honour of dining with you. 

As your postscript is not quite so clear, I cannot be so explicit 
in my answer : I therefore sliaH only say that I should refuse with 
reluctance any situation® in which the present Ministry think I 
can be serviceable to them, and that my secresy on such an 
occasion might be most perfectly depended on. I know it is not 
pleasant to have employments refused. I am, &c. 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

HeAE Boss MansfieU street, Jan. 22, 1784. 

I have put off writing to you from day to day, expecting to 
have something to say, but matters stiU continue just as they were. 

1 He spoke Dec. 17, 1783, against the lis and Major :i. 

second Reading of the India Bill. 3 There is -.■tker Vi:-:,; 'h any ci'er of 

- I'he mcBibers Tor Kycj Captaiu Comwal- office at this time. 
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I do not believe there will be a dissolution of Parliament. Powys ^ 
and some others are trying to form an Union, ^ not a Coalition, of 
all parties, but I do not see any prospect of their succeeding. How 
it is to end God knows. I feel so far easy that my part is taken, 
and I have nothing to do but to go straight forward. 

Believe me, ever, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Eaul Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonbl Ross. 

My dear Boss, Mansfield street, Jan. 24, 1784, 

As I know yoiu’ anxiety about the present state of aifairs, 
pcn-vor'i’an-tr q« ymi think me materially concerned, I write to you 
i .-r: ! i < anything to say; for example, things are just 
now as they were, one story one horn*, another the next, just like 
the instability and indecision of last March. My private opinion 
is that there will be no dissolution, and consor|uoiitly that the 
Ministers will not stand, but it is an opinion foundocl merely on 
conjecture, and perhaps Tuesday may produce a dissolution ; tiU 
then Mr. Pitt has promised that it shall not happen. 

I am still plagued to death and impoverished by starving 
Loyahsts ; but I am now determined to shut the purse, except in 
the most moving instances of misery. I feel your being so far 
removed from me, but hope we shall meet before the end of the 
year 84. Tours ever, &c. 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Monday night, Jan. 26, 1784. 

Pitt has this day declared that the Parliament is not to be 
dissolved, so the bubble is burst and there is an end of the Admi- 
nistration. About fifty members, who call themselves independent 
country gentlemen, have framed a letter to the Duke of Portland, 


a Peer. 

India liiii. The attempt to bring about a 


union of parties was organised at the St. 
Alban’s Tavern, where 63 members of Par- 
liament were present, Mr. Grosvenor, M.P. 
for Chester in the chair. After much nego- 
tiation with Mr. Pitt on one side and the 
Duke of Portland on the other, it failed, 
mainly because neither of those two leaders 
were really anxious to unite. The lists of 
members present at the several meetings are 
imperfect, but about 79 seem to have at- 
tended. 
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Lord J. Cavendisli,^ Lox, and Pitt, insisting on an Union ; but I do 
not find tliat there are above ten or twelve of them that have ever 
voted with Fox, and those whimsical and uncertain, the rest are 
composed of Pitt’s friends. Now I do not see how a number of 
Pitt’s friends can make a fair and equal treaty between him and 
Pox, any more than the House of Commons two years ago could 
vote a peace with America. In short, w'e shall possibly linger on a 
fortnight or three weeks longer in unavailing negotiation, and then 
the virtuous coalition will return in triumph to their places. I feel 
at least the satisfaction that I have no humihating sensations to 
undergo, and that although I shall have lost a much greater part 
of my income than I could afford, I have lost no character, which 
is more than most of the dramatis jpersmce can say. 

I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

T)EAE Loss, Mansfield Street, Feb, 6, 1784. 

I last night received yom’s of the 31st. No political altera- 
tion has happened since I ivrote last ; you will see what was done 
in the House of Lords.® The Cofnmons denounce vengeance ; the 
Ministry declare in the firmest manner that they will not resign. 
How is it to end ? I believe the .Duke of Eutland ® is shortly to 
be named Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and Mr. Orde,^ the date 
Secretary of the Treasury, his secretary. Lord Gr. Lennox ® kissed 


1 Lord John Cavendish, son of William,. 
3rd Duke of Devonshire, b. Oct. 22, 1732, 
d. nnmarried, Dec. 19, 1796. Lord of the 


May, 1794, till his death. 


March 15, 1754, d. (in Ireiaiid)^ Oct. 24, 

;VU ’.'.-V. iO-'i. L 

vri, i\ =-. ■ i’rivy S. :;:. 

IV-'. ; T.o7’d Lieutenant 

,, ■ ; ■_ ; !. :ill his death. 

Vt.C. ■■ ■■ r-.=v. i-”iv Csnnbridge from 


Nov. 1774 till he succeeded to the Dukedom, 
May 29, 1779. 

Right Hon. Thomas Orde, created Lord 
Bolton, Oct. 20, 1797; b. Aug. 30, 1748, d. 
July 30, 1807; m. April 7, 1778, Jane 
M.vy, uaiuirl -I.::!, of Cl 'irlo^ 5th Duke of 
i;. .\i ■!•■. :!■ l-j;-;/ 6th and last 

D" >!i‘ 11 cr!^i;::d of Captain 

Whiffle in Roderick Random), the gz-eater 
portion of his estates devolved upon Mis. 
Orde, the daughter of his elder brother. 
After holding several minor appointments, 
. O - . ’ ' - 

- ! ■ . ’ , ' . ' - 
I . : 1, .-"It \ . 

\ . , iT" . 

1. \ . . ( ) '. 
■.U ■ '1 , ill., 

, ' I. 

! i .1 !.^ ,• 0 ' . > . 

a . ( „ 

1 .7, 7)7,' ■- 

iV.. 'N.k.i.. .. . 
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hands this day for the Tower : he is not to vacate his seat, and he 
has received a letter from the Secretary at War ’ signifying that 
the TCh-ig has for some time wished to give him some military 
government to reward his long and faithful services, and that he 
now takes the opportunity of appointing him Constable of the 
Tower. This is undoubtedly a pleasing ch’cumstance to me, as it 
marks more strongly my disinterested conduct, and removes Lord 
G. from future competition. I still cannot repent of what I have 
done. I certainly did not receive it as a military employment, but 
in the ministerial line from Lord North, and it would not have 
suited my character to have flown to the Crown for indemnity for 
the part I had taken, and endeavoured to have screened myself 
imder a fresh tenm’e. Lord G. stands on other ground, and is 
undoubtedly as secm-e and free from all shackles as the Governor 
of Portsmouth. Adieu, it is just eleven. Yours &c. 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.- Colonel Ross. 

Dear EOSS, Mansfield Street, Feb. 7, 1784. 

I wrote in such a hurry last night, that I omitted mention- 
ing two or three things. In the first place I am to tell you that 
’s relations have redeemed the bond ; I shall not easily en- 
gage again ia a scrape of that sort. In answer to your question 
about Eigby,® I hear that the late immaculate treasury advanced 
220^000?. in the course of last summer, to prevent his being called 
upon for his balance,® and the short day with which Lord John 


Marquis of Lothian. ITo was grand/iilher of 
the present Duke. M.I’. for Ohiohester from 
Nov. 17G2, to Jan. 1767, and then for the 
county of Susses to June, 1790. He was 
aide-de-camp to the Duke of Cumberland at 
Closterseven. 

1 -y rr x. 

b. ; 

betl. . . ... ■ . . 

Esq. ■■■.■.■ ■ ■ ■■ 

ofiices, he wa.-, Juiy, liai:. r.T.-r.r: 
at War, a post occupied i-y r.is 
many years xmder Walpole.” '.'■l.-s i, !ce, i-;;- 
cept from April to December, 1783, he held 
till July, 1794 j then Master of the Mint to 
Feb. 1799, and, lastly, Governor of the Cape 
of Good Hope to July, 1806. M.P. for 
Honiton from Nor. 1763, to Mar. 1796. ar-d 
for Old Sarum from Marci;, 

1801, when he was succeed-, i ' r ..’c. ;-. 

Tooke. 

, 2 Right Hon. Richard Rigby, b. 1722, 
d. April 8, 1.788, unmarried. Commissioner 


of Trade, 1755 ; Chief Secretary in Ireland 
from ■ Sept. 1757, to Oct. 1761, during 
which time he obtained the raluable sinecuie 
of Master of' the Rolls for life ; Vice Trea- 
surer of Ireland from Dec, 1762, to Dec. 
1765, and from Jan. to June, 1768, and then 
sole Paymaster to March, 1782. M.P. for 
Castle Rising, 1745 ; Sudbury, 1747 ; and 
Ti.r;s!(, k, IT.-'I , i-i his death. In Ireland, 
jV.!*. 0! ! during his secretary- 

ship. 

3 The question of these balances, said to 
have been 1,100,0001,, was brought before 
Parliament, in 1782, by Kenyon, the Attor- 
ney-General, without the knowledge and 
against the real wish of the Government. The 

attack ! ■ • ’■■■ - 

had be ; 

executors. The accoiuiit. wore finally .audited, 
Jan. 16, 1794, witli a balance iiidcbtcii of 
151,7831, 3s., subject to a deduction of 
46,0001, as claimed by the executors. This 
was not settled till Aug. 1802, when there 
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tlireatened Hm, as I believe you recollect, is not yet named ; in 
short, be thought they were the strongest side, and could either 
prosecute or protect; Kenyon,^ however, is now at him in the 
Exchequer. My mother » is vastly weU, and happy in agreeing 
with all her sons in pohtics ; she laments, however, the state of the 
Townshend family. Mary® and Charles Townshend, and all the 
Brodiicks talk violent opposition language ; and Lord Middleton® 
has voted in all the violent questions against Lord Sydney; so 
much for obligation and friendship. Believe me &c., 

Cornwallis. 


P.S. Innes tells me that Bruen ® exculpates liimself from the 
charge, by saying that he was obliged to go some lengths with the 
Volunteers in order to gain their confidence, that he might the 
more completely defeat their measures in the end, and that he 
joined heartily in the last vote against them. I do not quite under- 
stand this. 

The Volunteers have voted an augmentation to their forces with 
a proportion of artillery ; they say General Pitt,’’^ but some say 
Sloper,® is to command in L’eland— utrum horum ? 


appeared to be still a large balance due. The 
Treasury agreed to .'.■rcoi'i rr-l i . 

wipe off 40,000?. - .•ms ;o 


Justice of Chester from 1780, to March, 
1781-; Atlornoy-CIciioi'al from April, 1782, 
to -March, 1784 (except from May to Dec. 
1783) ; then Master of the Rolls; and, June, 
1788, Chief Justice of the King’s Bench. 
M.P. for Hindon and then for Tregony from 
Oct. 1780, to June, 1788. 

2 r.';/.’, fv, •.( -.-i D: 


April 12, 1821, She was very beautiful; 

Deputy Teller of the Exchequer, and fram 


® George, 4th Viscount Middleton, b. Nov. 
1, 1754, d. Aug. 12, 1836 ; m, 1st, Dec. 4, 
1778, Frances, dau. of Thomas, 1st Earl of 
Chichester; 2nd, June 13, 1797, Maria, 

dau. . -p.-. -f n-ij- 

His r ■ . • . 

1st Viscount Sydney. Created Lord Broderick 
in England May 28, 1796. M.P. for Whit- 
church from Nov. 1774 till he was made an 


teer Conrcnlioii, and, acting under thoir in- 
structions, had moved to bring in a bill :'or 
Pailiamentary Reform. 

• 7 Right Hon. Sir William Augustus Pitt, 
K,B., b. 1728, d. Jan. 29, 1800 ; m. June 
21, 1763, Mary, dau. of Scrope, 2ud Vis- 
count Howe. A General ; Colonel 1st Dragoon 
Guards ; and Governor of Portsmouth. Com- 
mandei*-in-Chief in Ireland from Feb. 1784 
to Dec. 1791. M.P. for Wai-eham from 
Nov. 175-1-to V.-vrh, 1701, 

•!. L.g. 

1- '. ■ ■ : !■ ■ -1 . ! 

1 . 

1786, when he was superseded by Lord 
Cornwallis, 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, Feb, 17, 1784. 

Things remain as tliey were. The ministry determined not 
to resign, but willing to treat ; the opposition determined to enter 
into no treaty till they have resigned, I am told that a certain 
personage^ wrote to the Duke of Portland,^ to express his desire of 

a firm and i rn r ir; ‘"istration, and to desire liim to meet 

Mr. Pitt, ar i ■' .i 0 ... was, that either the ministers must 
resign, or he must treat personally with that personage. Yon will 
not mention tliis till you hear more. 

It seems very doubtful whether the house will not oblige Lord 
G. Lennox to vacate his seat f if so, there is an end of its being 
a military appointment. The mass of the people are certainly 
with the present ministry, yet I do not see a possibility of going on 
with the present Parliament, and an union seems now totally out 
of the question. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, Feb. 23, 1784. 

I have just received yours of the 18th ; the Duke and Orde 
are gone, but Pitt is still here ; I will see him, and unless I get 
th?most explicit assurances from him that what you apprehend 
shall not happen, I will lose no time in applying to the Dulce and 
to Orde.^ I did not see the Dulie after his appointment, he was so 
beset by all sorts of people. I have my serious apprehensions for 
him ; he has a good heart, but is hardly enough experienced in 
business for so ticklish a situation. The Duke has very unwisely 
taken over three or four boys of the Guards for aides-de-camp, 
which will be of great disservice to him, and can be of no use to 
them. 

On the whole, political matters bear a better appearance, the 

1 Tbo Fii;r. 

® M-.-iv.-. ;i-L Duke of Portland, 

K.G., b. J :V..S, d. Oct. 30, 1809; 
m. Nor. 8, 1776’, Dorothy, dau, of Wil- 
liam, 4tb Duke of Devonshire. Lord Cham- 
berlain, July, 1765, to Dec. 1766; Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, April to Sept, 1782 ; 

First Lord of the Treasury, April to Dec. 

3783, and h-om March, 1807, ti}} bis 
death; Secretary of State, July, 1794, to 
July, 1801 ; and then President of the 


Council to Jan. 1805. Elected Chancellor 
of Oxford in 1792 on Lord Guilford’s 
death. M.P. for Weobley from April, 1761, 
till he succeeded to the peerage, May 1, 


division. 

* See letter of March 8. 
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spirit of tlie .,.;1 > ... ■ . . the present minister, and 

it is much v ■ . ; li..-.- of Commons will venture 

in the present temper of the peoide to rufuse the supplies. Pitt 
rises every day in character and eslinuition as to abilities, and he 
positively declared on Friday ^ night, in one of the best speeches 
that ever was made, that he would not resign. I have not dined 
with or seen in private the great personage^ you inquire about, 
nor I believe, does any one who votes as I do ; in short, there is 
not a more violent Foxite than him in the Mngdom. Lord South- 
ampton^ has been very ill, but is now recovered ; Ms son Charles^ 
is in town, very idle I believe ; our friend G-eorge ® is soon expected 
from Jamaica. I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Our friend G. Darner® is grown a most violent party man; in 
short, political animosities are at such a height, as to make it 
almost impossible to associate with those of the opposite party. 



di.sm ■ . . 

sions; 197 to 177, and 177 to 156. In both 


3 Charles, 1st Lord Southampton — so 
created Oct. 17, "7'^'' , 

2nd Duke of G: . . • ' • 

d. March 21, 1'. . ; ■ . . ^ 

Anne, dan. and coheir of Admiral Sir Peter 
Warren. Groom of the Bedchamber to 
George II. and 0 ,i.- • TIT. : V;., f-C;. 
lain to the Queer.. V.”,-.., i i’s, .. ' ^ 
formed his establishment in 1780, he was 
made his Groom of the Stole, and held that 
office till his death. A General, and Colonel 


■ :i-. f.;., ii ■■ I";,’.-, y, 2nd son of the 

above ; a General, and Colonel 25th Regt. ; 
h. Sept. 5, 1762, d. Oct. 18, 1831; m. Sept. 


Amelia, youngest dan. ot George 111., wUo 
d. Nov. 2, 1810. He was for a long time 


Laura, dau. of the Hon. Frederick Keppel, 
Bishop of Exeter ; and 2nd, Dec. 2, 1802, 
Frances Isabella, dau. of Lord Robert Sey- 
mour. He was for some time Groom of the 
Bedchamber to the Prince of Wales. M.P. 
for Bury St. Edmunds from March, 1784, to 
Jan. 1787. 

® Hon. George Darner, afterwards, Feb. 
12, 1798, 2nd and last Earl of Dorchester, 
eldest son of Joseph, 1st Lord Milton, *who 
was made Eai-1 of Dorchester May 15, 
1792. Mr. Darner was b, March 28, 1746, 
d. Wrv-i. .'s, -d. Chief Seci-e- 

i: i : fK. ■. 1794 to March, 
ITv'i. M.l’. (b.o.i.;. !■., the Anstruther 

D'."'.:t'.-,'=her, and Malton, from 
.'7 s;-:: succeeded to the Earl- 

•! i''.'-. 1 , In Ireland, for Naas, 

from Dec. 1794 to 1797. To his sister, 
Lady Caroline Darner, he left his estates and 


dise Lost.” On its site now stands the resi- 
dence of R. S. Holford, Esq., M.P. The first 

.. i . 

ginning — 

“ Know all men by these presents. Death the 
Tamer 
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Eael Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, March 3, 1784. 

I liave just received your letter of tlie 28tli. I shall be 
glad to do every thing in my power to assist Bailhe ; ^ hut I have 
great doubts whether I can be of much use; Sir G-. Y — » is 
ignorant and important. You will easily gness what a personal 
application to liim must cost : to give you a. specimen : , a dis- 

agreeable Irish blackguard, had been eight years in the 33rd, he 

wished to exchange with Lieutenant , a very deserving young 

man, who was one of the reduced lieutenants, for the regulated 
difference ; the whole regiment wished it, the Colonel recommended 
it, and Sh* Gr. Y — refused it, because had not bought. Not- 

withstanding tliis, as I know the real concern you take in what 
affects Lord Anlrerville,® I will bow lower to the official importance 
which I despise. 

The Tower is this day decided to be a military employment, 
and Lord George Lennox does not vacate his seat. 

I must now tell you a dreadful story, wliich I would not men- 
tion to you, if I did not wish you to observe on the occasion poor 
Lord , and if possible so to gain his confidence, as to be per- 

haps useful to him. Lord * * * is totally ruined — ^past all redemp- 
tion. is now beset with bailiffs ; Ms debts amount to more 

than 20,000?., and I am told his estate in is sequestered. 

What is to become of the poor girls, God only Imows. I fear even 
their clothes will be taken from them. You will easily imagine 
what I feel on tMs occasion, yet any tiling that I could offer would 
be useless to them, and must be taken from what I owe to my 
own children. Little would it avail them, that I should sacrifice 
every personal consideration for their sake, if I was to pay for the 
foUies of others out of their small fortunes. I strongly advise 
sending the young ladies doivn to the Dowager Lady ^ *, and I 

vill frcfi'ly |);iy the expense of their journey. 

Yon uill of course be discreet and secret on this subject ; but I 

would have you, if possible, find out what Lord Imows, and 

let me hear your op>inion about the ghls going to the Dowager, 
and what the country says about the estate. 

They say the King and Ms ministers are stout, yet how the 
present Parliament can go on without a change of ministers, I can- 

1 Captain, afterwards Major, James Wil- = Sir George Yoiige. 
liam n-iillio, 7ih Rcgt. Lord Cornwallis sue- » David Ross, made a Lord of Session, 
eoeUrd ill ol.iaii iiio: (bv him, March 9, the Feb. 1776, b. 1727, d. Aug. 16, 1805. He 
,,.4. ni- L -t p.-i. n,,-. . took the title of Lord Ankerville. 

i?- 
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not discover. I know you wUl scold me for not being at least more 
familiar witli ministers ; but I cannot bring myself to it, and I see 
important fools every day taking the lead, and becoming men of 
consequence, I do not believe Lord T.^ and Mr. P. ever bad any 
quarrel, and tliink that tbe former resigned because they would not 
dissolve tbe Parliament. I may however be mistaken in tins, at 
present they are apparently friends. j 

COKNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

LeAE Ross, Mansfield Street, Mai’cli 8, 1784. 

General Pitt has not only given me tbe most positive pro- 
mise that no one should go over you in the 45th,® but the strongest 
assurances that if the Majority should become vacant, you should 
succeed to it. I will give him a Memorandum before he goes, 
which would stop any application from the Lord-Lieutenant ; but I 
think, after Pitt’s handsome behaviour, it may perhaps be indelicate 
to write to the Lord-Lieutenant ; at least I tMnk I should feel it so 

if I was in Pitt’s situation. I have not heard from these 

tliree months ; I believe he is angTy with me for throwing cold 
water on his grievance that the brevet promotion came witliin 
three of him without including him. The House of Commons are 
this night attacldng the advisers of the King’s last answer. I 
-i!li|,o>r: tlioy will on this occasion have a majority, but people very 
1 1 1 1 i ( • 1 1 d o 1 1 1 1 r 1 1 1 ( ; i r carrying a s/iort Mutiny Bill. It is imagined that 
some of the military men will not vote for that measure. Lord 
Eglingtoune^ looks very well, but is not grown much soberer. 

I am, my dear Boss, your most affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Ross, Tuesday night, March 9, 1784. 

The majority of last night on Fox’s representation to 
the King, has totally disconcerted the measures of opposition, and 


1 Earl Temple. 

® Lieut.-Colonel Ross, then senior Captain 
of the 45C-.. ■ !i'- C.r; 

Majority, ! v. . ■- y: 



, of Eghnton, a 

C., C.)’ ’21’^ Of 

Oct. oi), iTao ; m. ist, iilarcn ou, ii lA, 
Jean, dan. •■.'■C-..-. 1S;'- i-':' : 

2nd, Am-. ;. i:-.). : ■■■■i::. -. .i; I.. .-Ir 
William': . 1. .5 .. ' 'i’i. 

4 The ■ - 1 _ 

late Loro :. y: , L: ; .r.!- . s iL.- 

M 2 
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tlie Mutiny Bill tHs day met with, no obstruction, so that Mackay’s 
heart may be at rest ; from the strength of the regiments in Scot- 
land, I tldnk he could not have had much to fear. I do not appre- 
hend there will be any dissolution till the summer, as it would be 
too late for ministers after the election of a new Parliament to 
introduce any measures of consequence, and it is the intention of 
opposition not to interrupt the ordinary business. The ministry 
are triumphant, and if they manage their affairs with as much 
prudence and wisdom as they have hitherto done, they may keep 
then- ground many years. Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl CoEisrwALLis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, March 17, 1784. 

I have just time to answer two or three of your queries. 
Lord ShelbiuTie has had a most severe fit of the gout for these last 
two months, I believe longer ; he is just beginning to crawl about. 
His conversation is friendly to the present administration, but I 
should apprehend that the support of a ■’’U •■■’nisteris 
even more precarious than the voice of th - ^ is just 

gone to his regiment. I have seen him veiy often ; he acquitted 
himself vastly well in his command at Halifax, and is as much 
attached as ever to Ids profession, and is no politician. I know not 
what to say about the dissolution of Parhament, it must either 
happen before Easter or not tdl Midsummer. I am inclined still 
to thiol?: the latter, but it is very uncertaio. j 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Boss, Mansfield street, April 5, 1784. ' 

I returned last night from Brome, having chose Generals 
Phillipson and Bathurst.® My brother was pressed by Lord Howe 


.and whipper-in for llio Opposiiioii, told the 
editor that early in iiie t-vciiiii" it v.-ns ascer- 
tained thf'. C ■, : ■ = ! •. -r-Vh :- ' . .1 

; : - !■=- ■, M.!'. 

■ 1 , ■ i jnst before the 

division that Sir James could elicit from him 
his intentions, 

1 TT.,._ r-, I r'... -n. ^ . 1 

Eiglv : . . 

yonn ■ • . ’ ■ 

b. K ,1 , , ", ■ : . 

Nov. 14, 1786, Marianne, dau. of William 


Clayton, Esq., of Harleyford. He was Go- 
veraor of Minorca from 1795 to 1802 ; 
Commander-in-Chief in the Mediterranean 
fi-om Jan. 1801 to Feb. 1808, and in Ireland 


1801 ; m. Elizabeth, dan. of George Eve- 
- F- - ^ N ■ ^ ” M.r. f '■ r.y. 

Oct. 1795. ' 
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to stand for Portsmontli./ where Government wns in great danger 
of being beat, and it was thought his name and character would be 
of great use. I was very unwilling to part with my brother from 
Py -. rr -'l '.Ily at a loss whom to recommend. I had only an hour 
allowed me to decide, and I think I have chosen Avell, as Bathurst 
is a man of great honour, perfectly independent both in mind and 
fortune, and an eager and zealous Mend to Mr. Pitt. 

Poor Brome has had a violent cough, with some fever, and irri- 
tation on his breast ; they were obliged to bleed him two or three 
times, and lay on two or three blisters within the week. He is 
now recovering very fast ; but I am so disturbed at these frequent 
attacks, that I have determined to send him for one year to Dr. 
Wakeham,® and then, if he appears quite strong, to let him return 
to Eton. 

The elections have gone very favourably to ministers. Poor 
Mr. 0. ToTOshend^ has lost his for Yarmouth. Eox is in great 
jeopardy. This day’s poll is — 

Hood .... 3262 
Wray^ .... 2985 
Fox .... 2868 

This day was the great push. It is just eleven. 

Youi’s, ever, 

Cornwallis. • 


Eael Cornwallis to Lieut.-Golonel Ross. 


Dear Boss, MansfieW street, Api-il 9, 1784, 

The Ministry ’ ’’orr.'] h- the triumph in Yorkshire® 

is a great one ; my ncigiiouLLr Mr C. Bunbury ® is turned out of the 


1 Admiral Cornwallis and Sir H. Fether- 
stonhaugh were returned, Mr. Erskine de- 
feated. 

2 Eer. Dr. Wakeliam, Rector of Ingham, 

, p..-,.-! h. Feh. 27, 1763, 


3 Tlie 'members returned were Henry 
U",'. if-.', r. S'- John Jervis, after- 

' 4 Sir’CeU Wray, Bart., b, 1735, d.^Jan. 


combe w-:-.->. vet W!-. : 

late menii. •: 0 

and Ml ’ < ‘ • i 

In Mr, W i . i 



to have been attached, •’mi- Ciia'-ies was in'le- 
brated for his victories on i!iu turl“. 'J'hc 
numbers at this election were — 


bnt’onarv Odes. 

Mr." \N'iiberibrcc and Mr. Henry Dun- 


Sir John Rous . . . . 1653 

Mr. Grigby .. .. 1283 

Sir C. Bunbury . . 739 
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coimty of Suffolk, and I flunk it probable that Mr. Coke,^ a violent 
Foxite, Tvill share the same fate in Norfolk. 

I enclose to yon a paper at the request of Captain Byrd,® who 
thinks that you can state a clear account of Mrs. B^-d’s demand 
to be laid before the Treasury. I do not myself believe that she 
has now any chance of obtaining what is so justly due to her, and 
what Sir Hemy has in reality defrauded her of, at the expense of 
a breach of his positive promise. That worthy Ivuight has quarrelled 
with his friend the Duke of Newcastle,® and is left out of the new 
Parliament, and I hear he is going to travel for two or three years. 
Grant is disappointed of a seat in Parliament, which he was fool 
enough to wish to obtain at the expense of 2500?. Tarleton is 
now standing a poll for Liverpool. I saw George Hanger ° to-day ; 
he has settled his affairs, and tells me he has between 400?. and 
500?. to live on. The Duchess of Devonsliire ® is indefatigable in 
her canvass for Fox ; she was in the most blackguard houses in 
Long Acre by eight o’clock this morning: Fox is, however, 288 
behind Sir Cecil Wray, notwithstanding the assistance of the 
Duchess, and Mrs. Bouverie,’’' and Mrs. Eobinson,® and many other 
fah canvassers.® I had a letter from Yorke^® to-day in good sphits. 


1 Thomas William Coke, created Earl of 
Leicester, Aug. 12, 1837, b. May 4, 1752, 
d, June 30, 1842 ; m. 1st, Oct. 5, 1775, Jane, 
dau. of James Dutton, Esq., and sister of 
James, 1st Lord Sherborne ; 2nd, Feb. 26, 
1822, Anne, dau. of Willkun, 4th Earl of 


1st Lord Wodehouse, came in without a con- 
test. Mr, Coke was M.P, for Norfolk from 
May, 1777, to Dec. 1832, except in tlie Par- 
liament of i784, and in that of 1806, when 


Cornw'allis in his American campaigns. Lord 
Cornwallis, when in India, renewed his ap- 
plication on hi.s behalf. 

® Hemy, 2nd Duke of Newcastle-nnder- 
Line, b. April 20, 1720, d. Feb. 22, 1794 ; 
ra. Oct. 16, 1744, Cathei’ine, dau. and coheir 

atterwards to tieorge 1 11., till 1762. He held 
two great patent sinecures, Compti-oller of 
Cv=i.:::-,.:..i.\- ’'i Sir 

ll::;;;y C im.l ■ N.jw;-":; A the 

lireeeding Parliainenl-. 

'' Hu was (Icfented. The numbers were — 

Mr. Bamher Gascoyne . , . . 959 

Lord Pouvyhii 855 

Cuionol Tiii-letou 844 


® Hon. George Hanger, afterwards, Dec. 
11, 1814, 4th and last Lord Coleraine, a 
Major-General, b. 1751, d. March 31, 1824, 
unmarried. A personal friend of the Prince 
of Wales, and attached to his household. Ho 
was a very eccentric character, and would 
never assume his title. 

Willi • ' 

Spencer} h. June 7, 1757, d. March 30, 1806, 
m. June 5, 1774. 

7 Henrietta, dau. of Sir Evorard Faiilkener, 
If.B. } b, Feb. 12, 1750, d. Nov. 17, 1825 ; 
m. 1st, June 30, 1762, Hon, Edward Bou- 
verie, and 2nd, Oct. 2, 1811, Lord Robert 
Spencer. 

8 Mary Darby, b, Nov. 27, 1758, d. Dec. 

29, 1800 ; m, April 12, 1775, -Robinson, 

.nn .attornfy’s clerk. " 

which nemo she wa . 
known), Dec. .‘J, 1770, sue .■iiuiictea rne at- 
lenliun of the Prince- nf Wr.ie.s, with whom 
she lived for some time. In 1799 she under- 
took Iho poetical part of ihe IMoriiiiig Pest. 

® After 40 days’ iioliiiig the election ter- 
minated May 16} it began April 1, 'The 


numbers were — 

Lord Hood 6694 

Mr. Fox 6234 

Sir Cecil Wray 6998 


Till the close of the 23rd day Sir Cecil had a 
majority. 

Lieut.-Colouel, afterwards Colonel Yorko, 
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and giving a most excellent account of tlie appearance and disci- 
plmeoftheSSrd. I am, &c. 

COKNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Golonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Cuifm-d, May 9, nsi. 

I received about three weeks ago a letter by express from 
Lord Sydney, saying that Government bad determined to send a 
Lieut.-General immediately to Madras, but that whoever went was 
to be taught to expect a Commander-ia-Chief soon after him. He 
asked my opinion of Sloper as the Lieut.-General, and vushed to 
know my sentiments as to the command-in-chief, whenever that 
appointment should be agitated in Council. I sent Inm a kind 
answer, thanking him for his attention to me. I told him I did not 
know enough of Sloper to be able to give an o2}inion about him, 
but as the resolution was taken to send a Lieut.-General, I must 
freely own that I could not point out a proper one. In regard to 
myself, I said that since I had turned my thoughts to Indian mat- 
ters, I had never seen the military command there in a favourable 
light, and that if an answer was to be given by the return of the 
messenger, I should certainly beg to be permitted to decline it ; 
but if it was a matter of future discussion, and that no appointment 
was immediately to take place, I should when I came to town talk 
the matter fully over with him before I gave a final answer. I now 
find it reported all over the kingdom that I am to go, and am daily 
pestered with letters about it. This is aU I know about the matter, 
and Lord Sydney said so much about secrecy, that I was afraid to 
write to you by the post ; but as you have heard so much, I could 
be no longer silent to you. 

The more I tmn it in my mind, the less inclination I feel to 
undertake it. I see no field for extraordinary military reputation, 
and it appears to me in every light dangerous to the greatest 
degree. To abandon my children and every comfort on this side 
the grave; to quarrel with the Supreme Government in India, 
whatever it may be ; to find that I have neither jiower to model 
the army or correct abuses; and finally to. run tlie .risic of being 
beat by some nabob, and being disgraced to all eternity, which 
from what I have read of their battles appears a very probable 

b. F "T". ' "" — .’■”■■■ dan. of death. He exchanged the Lieiit.-Coloiie]cy of 

Tlio . . ■ ' M.P. the 33rd with the TIon. Colonel W^esloy — 

for ■ . ■ ■ utenant the 0uie of Wellington, 

of - ■ ■ till his 
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thing to happen— I cannot see, in opposition to this, great reno\ra 
and brilliant fortune. . . . 

I had a letter from Haldane the other day in tolerable spirits, 
and perfectly satisfied with a conversation that I had with the 
Duke of Eichmond about him. He has marked a map with our 
march for Faden,^ and sent an explanation with it. I do not quite 
like the explanation, but it is a delicate thing for me to have any 
hand in it, as I have no iucHnation again to commence author. 
Adieu, my dear Boss. Coenwallis. * 


Earl Cornwallis to Lietjt.-Golonel Boss. 

DeAB Boss, Mansfield Street, May 25, 1784. 

I attended Lord Sydney to-day at liis desfre ; he put the 
question to me again about India, and I answered nearly as before ; 
but on my laying particular stress on the circumscribed power of the 
Military co nmand without the Civil, he said he wus sure Mr. Pitt 
would wish to give me both. I told him that I could not think 
of it with pleasure, that it did not agree with my favomite passion, 
but that as soon as their plan w^as digested and put into an intelli- 
gible form (which by his conversation I should thinlr was not in 
much forwardness,) I would consider whether I could undertake it 
with any degree of safety for myself, or , appearance of utility to 
the public; and if that should be the case, I might perhaps be 
induced to sacrifice every prospect of comfort and happiness in this 
world, to the service of my country and the advantage of my 
family. I said that I feared our opposition to Pox’s Bill, and 
clamour about chartered rights, would tie the hands of Government 
very much in regard to the Company. Lord S. says, and indeed 
I have heard from other hands, that the Company are desirous of 
my going, but I feel how precarious their favour must be. In 
short my mind is much agitated. I can come to no resolution till 
I know'^ the plan ; yet mclination cries out every moment, Do not 
think of it; reject aU offers; why should you volunteer plague 
and misery ? duty then whispers, you are not sent here merely to 
please yourseK ; the wisdom of Providence has thought fit to put 
an insuperable bar to any .-f happiness; can you tell, 

if you stay at home, tha' ■ i- ■ / your son, or some heavy 
calamity, may not jilunge you in the 'deepest despair ? try to be 
of some use ; serve your country and your friends ; yom- confined 
circumstances do not allow you to contribute to the happiness of 

1 Faden was the principal mapseller at that time ; his premises are now occupied by Wyld. 
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others by generosity and extensive charity ; take the moans which 
God is willing to put into your hands. 

I have had a long and friendly conversation with Mackay ; ^ he 
seems to think hims-'f i'' „■ - ■ . appointment, either 

Major of Brigade or A ' A. \.:J ;■ .. ; j offered to speak 

to Fawcett, but he seemed rather to wish me not to do it. He 
insists that I shall go to India, and says his friends at the India 
House assure him of it ; he desired me to give him early notice 
if it took place, as he made no doubt of your going with me. 
I told him that was most certain, and promised, if I should be 
appointed, not only to give him the earliest notice, but use every 
means in my power to procure liim the recommendation of the 
Deputy-Adjutant-General. I think by the means of Fawcett I 
could easily carry that point for him with the King, and it would 
rid me of my engagements to the Major. After all I have said, 
I can hardly thinlr the India business will come in such a shape 
as to oblige me to accept. I will, however, give my reason as free 
scoj)e as possible to act, by boldly combating my passions, and hope 
I shall decide for the best. ... I refer you to the newspapers 
for the triumphant divisions in the House of Commons.^ 

Yom’s, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Eael Cornwallis to Libut.-Colonel Eoss. 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, June 13, 1784. 

I have had no communication with Ministers relative to 
India since I wrote last, but Grant told me, in confidence, that 
they intended to offer me to be Governor-General and Commander- 
in-Clnef. I am sensible that, finding I can live comfortably in 
England, and having every reason to cxi-ect comfort from my 
i ■■■ b-. :■ ■ ■ ■ - ■'.•■■■’y r”'.'iving si iiii <'ig!: u!|!„ii i'i:i anxious 

!;■ : .■ ■■ ’ '' ■ to bo constantly watching them, 

I should, by going to India, sacrifice all earthly happiness, without 
even gratifying my favourite passion, which has hitherto excited me 
to quit ease and enjoyment for anxiety and mortification : yet I 
flatter myself I shall stiU have fortitude enough to do my duty, if 
I should p -.-.T.AQr.AP+ of Lmi'>pr T^nlly sArvir-ofible to my country. 
You may >1 ■ ■ ■■ ■ ' ' ■' ■" ■ - " • Lord Walde- 

grave^is not likely to live many weehs. ! c:!:'! loudly doubt my 

^ (■'i-ii'- 1- ■; M.-.i- 2 The address was carried by 282 to 114, 

ande.- .'■i:. , a!-: '.d is: May 24, tlie first day of the session, 

April, icsud. ' ' ® John, 3rd Eaid Waldograve, b. April 28, 
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succeeding to liis goverument — ^tliis would be to me ease and 
affluence. There has been a little jealousy and misunderstanding 
between Lord Eawdon ^ and Pitt. I have been the negotiator, 
they are now fast friends, and both think themselves obliged to me. 

Sir Henry has printed another pamphlet, and circulated it 
amongst his friends, but he has not yet published it. A copy was 
sent to me. It is a letter to the Commissioners of Accounts, 
accusing them of want of candom* and justice in not examining him, 
as they did me and Sir W. Howe, and observing that I assumed a 
merit to myself which was not due to me, by my Orders of the 23rd 
of December,® 1780, as far as they regarded the Commissary- 
Generrl’^ as the appointment of Commissaries of Cap- 

tures • ' • ; ' -s '-y liim; and that if I had seen his Orders 
obeyed, my Order wmild have been unnecessary. I believe you 
recollect at whose instigation Ms Order was given. It is not wwth 
any serious notice, jDerhaps I may send it to you. He talked for 
near tliree hours to the Commissioners of Accounts on the opera- 
tions of the War, arraigned my ‘military conduct, repeated every- 
thing that he said in Ms former pampMet relative to the march 
into Virginia and the j)Ost of Yorktown, and concluded by saying 
that if Ms plans had been adopted in time (for he said they were 
at last), America would have been now at our feet. I trust that 
you will easily believe that I shall enter into no India engage- 

I am, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 

P.S. — ^I am as usual pestered to death every morning by 
wretched starving loyalists. 

1718, d. Oct. 22, 1784; m. May 7, 1751, 

Elizabeth, dau. of John, 1st Earl Gower. 

A General ; Colonel 14tli Regt. ; Master of 
the Horse to the Queen from 1770 to his 

A 0 ^ ^ V . , -7'-. ’ 

i r . ■ • I ■ 

‘l. ll ‘ '■ 


allusion, 

2 “ Head-quarters, Wynnesborou^, 

Dec. 23, 1780. 

“ As I consider myself a steward for* the 
public money expended by the troops under 


my command, I think myself hound, by tlie 
duty I owe my country, to regulate the 
charges to he made by the diflerent depart- 
ments. 

from the stores sent from England. V\'hon- 
ever he delivers to them fresh provisions, ho 
must only charge to them the real amount 



his assertions. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear KoSS, Mansfield Street, June 21, 1784, 

Public business always goes on yeiy slowly. Tb o ip 

Bill^ is to be brought in to-day. No time is fixed ]':yr t I m- ■ 
and Taxes ; so that if any India BiU is to be brought in, it must 
come very late, and I tlunk that a sufficient attendance cannot be 
procured to carry it tlirough with decency. I have heard nothing 
more since I wrote last. I told Lord Sydney that I should go out 
of town the latter end of the week, leaving my proxy ; and that if 
he had anything material to say to me I would come up on liis 
sending for me. Sloper tells me that the Company have refused 
to comply ivith the terms which Lord 8. proposed to him, and to 
which he acceded, particularly the promise of a letter of service as 
Lieut-General. Tliis does not look lilte a sufficient agreement 
between the Company and Administration to produce any proper 
establishment for the East. I stdl hold the same sentiments, and 
am prepared for the sacrifice if safe and honourable ; at the same 
time I cannot help wishing that it may not happen. Medows® 
breakfasted with me tliis morning ; he told me he would go with 
me to the East Indies. Fox says the same. There cannot be two 
general officers in the service, whom on every account I could more 
earnestly wish to have with me than Medows and Fox. God 
Imows how it will turn out. You know my sentiments on Lord 8. 
as a man of business. 

I do not believe there is any foundation for your reports of 
divisions in the Cabinet. 

Our last accounts of poor Brodrick are very alarming ; indeed 
I have scarce any hopes of ever seeing him. I have had another 
friendly conversation . '!■ "‘b- -b.i;* : :• -■•• -•r.l with the idea 

of my going to India, , o ; I. :- ■ ■■ ■ ■ :■ ■■ ^ protection, but 

not to my family, a nej)hew of his, the chief of his family,^ whom 
he intends to send out to that country. I beheve his idea of my 

William Medows, K.B., brother of the 1st 

.. ... o._ 14^ 

■ . ■ . . ■ 't Hamertou, 

■ ■ . 7th Drap-oon 



' IVau, ana wnose younger urubuci, nmc, uu- 
Sir came 7th Lord Reay, 


’ TIi:.; Ui”. tb" C''‘mmu- 
1 ■■ ■: i;:.., .- .s I..;, :.:.; . : :v-c.c 
then carried on to an iinmciiKO pstant, prin- 
cipally in tea. It was e.-:timaicd ilnai, out 
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going to India prevents his pressing the business of an Assistant to 
youi' Staff; but I do not know how to help it, as he showed a great 
disinclination to my speaking to Fawcett on the subject. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S.— Mackay has promised that on my notifying to him a 
probability of my going to India, he will give leave to you to go 
north or south, as you please. 

Earl Corwallis to Lleut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Culford, Aug. 4, 1784. 

I this day received a letter from Lord Sydney, a copy of 
which I enclose with my answer. 

I have too good an opinion of your good sense and judgment 
not to be very anxious to hear your sentiments on what I have 
done ; I know you will give them freely. If you have not seen the 
BUI, it may be necessary to inform you that the Conimander-in- 
Chief has no more military patronage than any other member of 
the Council, and even the Council are tied dovm to give every 
promotion according to seniority, unless on some very extraordinary 
occasions, when they are to enter their reasons for deviating from 
that rule ; and if those reasons are not approved of, the appoint- 
ment is to be void. I cannot think by Lord Sydney’s letter 
that Ministry have an idea of my proposing myself for anything, 
and even if there were more desirable situations it would be an 
awkward thing enough to do. Wisliing as I do not to go, I am 
afraid of my inclination so far getting the better of my duty, as to 
make me hang back too much. I trust however that I have not 
done it. Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, London, Aug. 3, 1784. 

I enclose to you the East India Bill, which will go to the 
Committee to-morrow. If there should appear in it any situation 
that would be agreeable to you, I orn ]ir:r=:uridr:d that you might 
command it. The East liid:,-! '.'oiisi.iiiix jii-i; .i\-iil!\ desirous to trust 
their affairs to you ; and I need not say that the Ministry go at 
least as far, if not still farther beyond them. The Bill will be in 
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tlie Committee to-morrow, but I do not suppose that it will be 
materially altered, if at all. 

There is an account just arrived of a peace with Tippoo Saib.^ 
This is an entirely private letter, and you will have the goodness 
to consider it as such, and answer me accordingly. Whatever you 
do not wish to have communicated to others shall remain a secret 
with me. j 

Sydney. 

Eae,l Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Culford, Aug. 4, 1784. 

However my inclination might lead me to wish |or retire- 
ment after the vexations and disappointments I experienced on the 
unfortunate service in which I have been engaged, yet if it 
appeared to me at any time that there could be a hope that my 
poor abilities would be useful to my country, no consideration of 
personal convenience or safety should induce me to shrink from it. 

With great difiSdence of my being eq[ual to the arduous task, I 
accepted the proposal made to me by Lord Shelburne, although I 
doubted much whether I could do it. I was sensible that with the 
power intended to be lodged in the person who was to be both 
Governor-General and Oommander-in-Chief, much was to be done. 
The circumstances of the times have made it necessary to change 
that system. I feel myself much flattered with the good opinion 
and confidence of the East India Gov.ij.imy. -.m most gratefully 
sensible of the good disposition of ilic M'iai^iry towards me. I 
should however make but an ill return to their attention to me, if 
I aimed at any situatmn Hdia in T d'd r"t fimk thr.t 

I could essentially sei-'-- i- -n !i‘ ! - :.■■■.! :i-( .-I.:- • i‘ 

Governor-General, I she- I > ■ i ■ ■ .• ; :•••••• "i. : l > v. 

I have from my youth ■: :ii . i !■ i 

have hitherto sacrificed , ■ !> ■■ : -■ ■■ ■■ ‘ ..■■■ ; ■.■ ■■■■ i '.■■i - 

piness, but I should feel myself in competition with some person, 
whose habits of business would render much more proper for the 
office than myself. I will besides own that the army is a favourite 
passion, and that I cannot give it up. But after acknowledging 
my predilection for the military liae, I cannot undertake the com- 
mand in India, bemg convinced that in the present chcumscribed 
situation of the Commander-in-Ohief, without power or patronage, 
an officer could neither get credit to himself, nor essentially serve 
the public. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

> A very discreditable peace was signed March 11. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut. -Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Culforcl, Sept. S, 1784. 

Since I received Lord Sydney’s letter I Lave not Heard one 
word about India, so that now I consider that business as abso- 
lutely and finally concluded ; indeed I can hardly think that Lord 
S. ' ■ ■■■■.'' 1 ' =■ ;■ ■■■■ ’--‘y I-tt'-p f'fit I would be Grovernor-General 

witi:- ■ I- ■ l:* .--- ■ '-i -■ ;■■■ I am satisfied with myself as 

to the maimer the thing has gone off, and I believe all my friends 
and the world in general would have blamed me if I had shown 
niore forwardness. 

The kst accounts of H. Brodi-ick, of the 16th August, are so 
much and so materially better, that I have gveat hojoes ; there 
Hkewise are now great hopes of Lady Chatham’s recovery, of whom 
we have long despaired. 

I know of nothing in tins part of the world worth your hearing. 
Mv children are vastly well. 

I am, dear Boss, yours, &c. 

COKNWALLIS. 

Earl Cornavallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Brome, Sapt. lO, 1784. 

Campbell ^ is certainly to be Commander-in-Chief in Bengal. 
My friend Lord S. is m a scrape about Rlopm-. After waiting about 
six months, every day expecting his appointment, he has found out 
that the Ministry have never recommended him to the Directors. 
I find, however, that he will submit to go to command on the Coro- 
mandel coast, although Campbell should have a commission of 
General to command in chief in India, but I do not believe they 
intend that he should go at all. Jervis ® is to have the naval com- 
mand, but I know nothing of the civil arrangements. I am now in 
the middle of the hurry and bustle of my month® at Brome, which 
is not the ] h'aii:riu-st in the year. 

PlnUipson is vastly well, but I think he giws much deafer, and 
he has most provokingly left all his trumpets in London, AvMch is 
hard upon me in our tetes-a-tete. 



ceston, Jan. 1783, to 17S4; then Yarmouth, 
Norfolk, to 1790*, then Wycombe, to Jan. 
1794. Sir .Andrew Mitchell was ultimately 
appointed to this command. 

^ Lord Cornwall is kcjit almost open house 
for .alamt a monili ev. in- yciir iit Brome, to 
maintain his Parliamentaiy influence at Eye, 
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I look on Ireland as gone ; and I do not tkink tliat in tlie pre- 
sent temper and circumstances of tliis country, we shall take any 
vigorous step to bring them to their senses.^ . . 

I understand that Lord Euston® is certainly to marry Lady hlaria 
Waldegrave,^ which will be a blessed event for om* friend Che^vton, 
and take almost all care from his shoulders. I cannot believe the 
story about the Lord-Lieutenant^ tlmowing the glass of wine. If 
there is any foundation for it, it must have been by some joke or 
accident. I fear my good accounts of Lady Chatham were prema- 
tm-e. I do not find that she mends at all, and I fear there are no 
hopes of her. Poor girl, how short was her hour of happiness ! 

My children are to be here on Saturday next. My brother 
Wdliam has had a smart fit of the gout, it is a little hard with 
his diet. If you have the same weather that we have had for these 
last tliree weeks, you wiU see the northern counties to great ad- 
vantage. j yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Eoss. 


Mansfield Stoeet, Nov. 3, 1784-. 

I never before, my dear Eoss, sat down with regret to write 
to you. It grieves me to think of the concern this letter will give 
you, but you must hear the story. 

I told you I thought myself sure of Lord Waldegrave’s Govern- 
ment. I had, when I resigned the Tower, told the K — that, with- 
out interfering with his arrangements, I should thankfully i-(;cei\ e 
any mark of his favour in the line of my profession to iv-hicl) lie 
might think my services mig’ ■. --is to that 

effect. His answer was, that ; - i ■ i- h . A few 

days after my return to Culford, after my resignation, I received a 
letter ■ T. ■■■■1 . y. ' --rik’ p- ■ -vc'-v -d. i ^ f friend- 
ship ir : ■ ■ \-!' : i . ■ ■> > i'-y wished 

tliey could ofter me anything that I would take. I again answered 
that my wishes were confined to my profession, &c. &c. In a con- 


1 There was mnch unpleasant feeling in 
Ireland — violent riots in Dublin — the agi- 
tation about the Volunteens still subsisting. 
In August, delegates elected in various places 
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versation I had with him in May or June, about the East Indies, I 
said that I by no means wished to go ; that I did not think myself 
at liberty to refuse any situation in which I thought I could be 
useful mth safety and honom’ to myself, but that I had much rather 
stay at home ; that although I was poor, I could live on a httle ; 
and that ! thought I had pretensions m the line of my profession : 
to which he answered, “ hTobody more, and the K — thinks it a shame 
that you and Sir G-, Carleton have not better rp]' ----p;.” 

I Imow you will say, why did you not ask :■ i ' ^ i ;«■ : [ 

answer, because I acted from the heart and not from the head. I 
knew what I had done for both K — and Ministry ; I thought they 
felt it as I did ; and I thought it rather indehcate, after what had 
passed, to ask for anything specific. 

When I heard at Culibrd of Lord W.’s death, I again thought 
it indelicate to post up to town, trusting to the friendship of the 
highest powers, and being convinced that I should hear from one 
or other before anything but the Guards was disposed of ; besides 
Lord Chatham was at that time with me, which would have made 
it ]')articnlaiiy awkward. I, like Eajstaff, rvpocf.'d every ininute 
to be sent for tiJl I saw Lord G. L.’s name i!i i lie f li,/-.'!.!.-- ibr Ply- 
mouth. I then thought it time to come to town, especially as 
I was summoned on a court martial ^ to meet in a few days. I 
arrived in town last night, and saw Lord Percy’s® name in the 
Gazette for the Grenadiers. This morning I w^ent to Lord Sydney, 
and asked him whether my name had ever been brought hi ques- 
tion as to the succession of any part of the mhitary promotions. 
He said that to be sure my name had been mentioned, and stam- 
mered, He then said that Lord G. L. had a sort of a promise of 
Plymouth, and that it was not thought that I should like the 
Grenadiers : should I have Hked them ? I bid him say what he 
had to say, and I would answer him. He seemed to have nothing 
more to say; I then said that if Lord G. L.’s roiliiiH'y |.r<i'. C'ioi.s 
were so much stronger than mine, or that the Duke of iiichmond 

^ On Colonel Debbieg of the Engineers, who 1779, Frances, dan. of Peter Burrell, Esq. of 
was trh rl for having written s-everal miiiroi,er Beckenham, and sister of Peter 1st Lord 
letters iO till' Duke of UiciimcTid, Ihe Miisti-r- Owrdvr. The military appointment men- 
General of the Ordnance, and for charging lioned in (lie text w.is his nomination to be 
him with pa:'' ■ " . ’ Captain and Colonel of the 2nd Troop of 

all the charg . . . Horse Grenadier Guards, afterwards, June 

and ordered ■ . ! . ?' '““r. " 

Howard de Walden was the president otthe 
Court. . . . 

^ Hugh, Earl Percy, afterwards, June 6, ana tnat Kegt. was given to the OuKe 

1786, 2nd Duke of Northumberland, K.G., of Wellington. Lord Percy was M.P. for 

John Jrd Eaii of Bute, and, 2nJ, May 25, 5, 1776. 
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was so powerful tliat tlieir caprices were at all events to be grati- 
fied, tbat I must submit, altbougb I could not conceive wliat pur- 
pose it could answer to Lord G. L. to exchange from the Tower ; 
tbat as to the Grenadiers, though I should have been much disap- 
pointed at nothing else being offered to me, llir-ri; iij)p( iiri-(l M.liiile 
chance of anything falling in the military h’li!.- ilun: 1 slioiil.l pro- 
bably have acce^Dted them ; but that what hurt me most was the 
contempt and neglect with which I had been treated. He then 
told me that Lord G. L. had not. even asked for Plymouth, but 
that the Ministry had offered it because they wanted the Tower for 
another arrangement, but that the K. wanted to give Plymouth 
to Lord Townshend. That answer, you may suppose, satisfied me. 
Wanted it for Lord T., who had joined the party, to tie his hands 
beliind him ! I have now done for ever mth Kings and Ministers. 
You will not. mention the part that relates to Lord T. I have just 
seen Gore,^ who showed me a letter from Lord G. Lenox, sa^ng 
that he left the Tower with regret, and did not wish the exchange. 
Adieu. You shall hear again soon. Yours &c 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Coexwallis to Lulut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear EoSS, MansfieW street, Nov. 6, 1784. 

I have just received your letter of the 26th from Maize, and 
am glad to hear so good an account of Ballindallock. As for the 
snow, we have had our full share in this country. 

I had this morning another conference with Lord S., at his 
request, and on his assm’ance that he now was more master of the 
history of the disposal of Plymouth, and that he hoped to convince 
me that no slight was intended. He bt giin by .saying that when 
Lord G. L. took the Tower, the Ministry promised to remove him 
to Plymouth, and that they then considered me out of the question, 
as being intended for the supreme command in India ; that the 
present state of Ireland made it necess.ary to give up English Yice- 
Treasurers, and that they wanted the Tower to accommodate Lord 
Edgecombe,® and ended with some bombast flummery. 


1 Major, afterwards Colonel John Gore, 
Deputy Lieutenant of the Tower, h. 1724, 
d . March 5,1794. He had been Lieut.-Golonel 
of the 33rd. 


I Lelr of JoJin (iiJDert, 
An Admiral of the 


Blue. He had held some offices in the House- 
hold, and succeeded Lord Coniwallis as Vice- 
Treasurer of Ireland, May, 1771 ; resigned, 
Jan. 1773; then Captain of the Gentlemen 
=■- M.; -cl;, 1782; Vi:;- 

tV.::-. I'-rif;.' M.l’. Vovxv. ] V ! 'o 

N.w. iVSLwh.....^: m- ■ , 

May IT.’.; y,. : 

N 
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I told In'm tliat tlie promise to Lord G. L. could not be binding 
unless be required it ; and tbat I bad seen a letter from bim to 
Major Gore, in wbicb be said that be bad ratber have kept tbe 
Tower, “But,” says I, “wby tell me tbis idle story? Tbe con- 
test lay between Lord Townsbend and Lord Edgecombe ; and you 
well know, and have already confessed to me, tbat neither Kmg 
or Minister ever thought of me for it.” I then said tbat if tbe 
TTi-ng or Mr. Pitt bad sent for me, and told me tbat my waiving my 
pretensions, and giving them a thousand pounds a-year out of my 
estate, was necessary for tbe support of Government in tbis country 
and for the affairs of Ireland, I would cheerfully have complied ; 
but tbat I could not bear without resentment tbe usage I bad met 
vitli ; that every fool I met in tbe street condoled with and pitied 
me. I then went on to Lord Percy’s getting tbe Grenadiers, and 
stated bis behaviour to tbe King contrasted with mine. I then got 
up, said I could talk no longer on tbe subject, and wished bim 
good morning. He said, “ We must not part on these terms.” I 
answered, “ We can part on no other,” and went out of tbe room. 
There is an end of tbe second and last chapter ; and I am sacrificed 
to gratify tbat contemptible fellow Lord Edgecombe, to whom tbe 
Tower cannot be worth above 4007 a-year, as be loses bis half-pay 
as Admiral. God bless you, my dear Eoss, I will keep up my 
spirits, be frugal of my money, and I shall ever value your friend- 
slii]) ns one of my gTeatest comforts. General Stopford’ has got tbe 
5tb lingiment, Avbicb four years ago tbe King was anxious to give 
to Medows. Believe me, &c., . 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Coenwallis to LiEnT.-CoLoxEL Ross. 

Bear Eoss, Mansfield street, Not. 8, 1784. 

I did not feel quite easy at having had no communication 
with any person but Lord Sydney. I therefore determined to send 
the enclosed letter to Mr. Pitt. 

I think now I have done with tliis vexatious business. Our 
court-martial meets to-morrow, I trust it cannot last many days, 
and as soon as it is over I shall quit this town till tbe end of Eeb- 
ruary. I have sometimes thought, if tbe war on tbe Continent 
should go on, of trying to get to tbe Emperor. I am afraid it 

■ ■ ’ ' ■■■ m. June 27, 1783, Letitia, dan, of William 

' ' ‘ Blacker, Esq. 

fjth Regt ; b, June, 1732, ^ Oct. 22, 1794 ; 
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would be difficult to manage, and perhaps still more difficult to | 

make myself useful to Mm. God bless you ! My band is tued with I 

Yours, &c., I 

COENWALLIS. I 

I 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. William Pitt. I 

DeAE Sir, Mansfield Street, Nov. 8, 1784. I 

As every transaction relative to myself with the present I 

Administration has passed through Lord Sydney, and as I have no I 

reason to be satisfied with Ms LordsMp’s conduct towards me, I feel 
an inclination to state to you the occmTences that have happened 
to me, with my feelings on them. You may cast your eye forward 
on the paper, and if you think it too long and uninteresting you 
need ’t. T.'^rd -r.-.v-c--] f-, v iu May, 1782, i 

tog" . "I' r ■ ! ■■ i .-CMef. How- | 

ever disagreeable it might be to me to abandon my family and con- • 

nexions in England, I thought it my duty to accept the offer, pro-r 
vided the affairs of India were so arranged that I could go with a 
prospect of being useful to my country. I afterwards confirmed • 

my acceptance to the King, and held myself bound to Mm and to I 

the public, to undertake that arduous command. When Mr. Eox 
and Lord North forced themselves into power, I thought that not- 
withstanding my sentiments on their coalition, it was not proper for 
me to take any political part until the business of India was settled. 

I conceived that I remained still engaged to undertake the com- 
mand in that country, if the same conditions were proposed ; and 
that if I declared war against the Ministers by the resignation of 
my place of Constable of the Tower, it would be a breach of the 
engagement on my part, especially as I received some civil mes- 
sages on that subject on their first coming into office. I therefore 
determined to keep aloof until the Indian affairs were brought to 
an issue, and to take no part in whatever plan might be agitated 
in Parliament, with fuU intention to resign my place as soon as it 
was over. Circumstances obliged me to change my conduct with- 
out time for any explanation. I felt that I had acted unliandsomely 
by the late Administration, by having kept a place under them, if 
not in a friendly, at least not in a hostile, manner, and watching 
the first opportunity to join in rmning them. It then appeared to 
me that I had no means of securing my character from so base an 
imputation, but by resigning my office, and del crniliiing never more 
to <‘icci pl of a civil emplovnient. Wlicii 1 rc=i 2 'm:'.i. I ^•l(] the King 

N 2 
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of my determination, adding that if lie at any time tlioiight my 
military services deserved a mark of his favour in the line of my 
profession, I should gratefully accept it, but that I did not mean to 
distress his G-overnment on my account. A few days after this I 
received a very friendly letter from Lord Sydney, saying, in the 
name of the Administration, that they wished they could offer any- 
thing that I would accept. I answered, with the most sincere pro- 
fessions of friendship, that I could only accept something in my 
own line. Again, in a conversation with Lord Sydney about the 

latter end of last May, on Indian affai--. -I =' d 

that the civil and military command ■■ ;',i :■ ]■ ' ■ ! !■■' : I '■■■ 

I was very glad to be fairly off ; that 1 had never wished to go ; 
that although I was poor I could hve without it, and that I flattered 
myself I had pretensions in my own line ; to which he answered, 
‘‘ Nobody has stronger,” and intimated that the King was of the 
same opinion. I was weak enough to imagine that the sacrifice of 
everything that was dear to me in this world to the King’s service 
in America, and my constant and, I believe he will allow, disinte- 
rested attachment to him for these last twenty years, had 2 :)rocured 
me a place in his Majesty’s affections ; I was vain enough to hope 
that my character and conduct abroad and at home had given me 
some smaR share in the esteem of Mr. Pitt. Judge what must be 
my feelings when I see these two great personages, although dif- 
fering on some part of the late arrangement, yet both agreeing to 
expose me to the world as an object of contempt and ridicule. The 
apologies made to me by Lord Sydney have only added insult to 
the injury, aiid, I am sorry to say it of one whom I have sincerely 
loved, were of so disingenuous a nature that I do not care to think 
of them, I told him, and told him truly, that had the King, or had 
Mr. Pitt, sent for.me, and told me that it was necessary for the sup- 
port of their government that I should not only waive my preten- 
sions, but give up half of the income of my estate, I would cheer- 
fully have complied, and gloried in the sacrifice. I have now. Sir, 
only to say that I still admire your character — ^tliat I have still 
hopes that your abilities and integrity will preserve this distressed 
country ; I will not be base enough, from a .sense of personal injm-y, 
to join faction, and endeavour, rigid or wrong’, lo obstruct the mea- 
sures of Government; but 1 inusi add, and wiili heartfelt grief I 
do it, that private confidence cannot easily be restored. 

I have, &c,, 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

My DEAE RoSSj Mansfield Street, Nov’'. 10, 1784, 

I this morning saw ]\Ir. Pitt at Ids request, when after a 
long conversation with great temper, he proposed to me to take 
the Tower ; I declined it, saying, that though I should have had no 
objection to the Tower at first, on the supposition of Lord G, L.’s 
preferring Plymouth, that now it was known that there had been 
a negotiation ; that it was not originally intended ; and that it did 
not come as a spontaneous mark of the King’s or Mr, Pitt’s per- 
sonal regard or attention to my services, it would rather be con- 
strued into a political bargain. He said that he trusted both our 
characters would put us above such an imputation. He declared 
upon his honour, that, iastead of intending me any shght, he wished 
to give me every mark of his esteem and ftiendship ; that if he had 
inadvertently offended, he could only ask pardon and offer any 
reparation in his power; that he could give me no stronger proof of 
this than by offering me the Tower, wliich he again pressed me to 
take. I professed myself perfectly satisfied with this, and with 
much civil language, which I used throughout the whole conversa- 
tion without departing from a proper dignity, I desired some hours 
to consider of my acceptance* I have just notified it to him with 
assurance of total obhvion of all that has passed. . I have wrote a 
letter of the same sort to Lord Sydney, nnd so this disagreeable 
affair has ended better than we ctmld expected. I have not 
time to say more at present. Yours &c. 

COENWALEIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Rihht Hon. William Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Mansfield Street, Nov. 10, 1784. 

The fairness and candour of your behaviour to me, and your 
obliging expressions of ftiendship, have determined me never to turn 
my eyes back to whatever fatality occasioned the disagreeable sub- 
ject of our conversation. I shall most thanlrfully accept the Tower 
from you, and I shall erase ft’om my mind every idea that I could 
ever have been slighted by Mr. Pitt. 

I have the honour to be, &'g., 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieot.-Golonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Mansfield Street, Nov. 13, 1784. 

I have notMng material to say, but that I bave got tbe 
Tower, which in point of iacome and security I suppose to be as 
good as Plymouth ; the maimer we will not talk of. Every thing 
has been most perfectly cordial between Pitt and me, and with the 
others all is forgot and forgiven. I have been sitting on a court- 
martial on Colonel Bebbieg as the com*t is not yet dissolved, I 
can only say that we were a miserable set of judges. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieot.-Colonel Ross, 

Bear PoSS, Mansfield Street, Nov. 19, 1784. 

As I have received no answer to all my letters, I conclude 
that you have been stiU wandering about the country. I am rather 
pleased to think that you will receive them all together, so that 
you will avoid iu part the uneasiness which the first would have 
occasioned. You will not, however, think the whole injm'y done 
nwry. b- when I say, that I still feel most sensibly and 

■ .• The behaviour of a certain p'^-'’cr'r>pn-A wRo-n J 

was presented was much as usual ; I thought, -v i.'i iV- 

rather dry. 

Lord George Gordon^ is enlisting men publicly for the Butch 
service, besetting the Treasmy with mobs, and will probably soon 
set fire again to the town. j 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My DEAR Lord, Cwlford, Dec. 7, 1784. 

I am sorry I had left town before you sent to me. I have 
no desire to exchange the Tower for any other Government ; but if 
Mr. Pitt should at any time wish me to do it, I shall be much 
iiicliiiod to nce,iiic-sr;e iu any arrangement that may be agreeable or 
coiv\-i i\it:iii 10 hitvi. I inclose to you a letter which I have received 

Colonel, aftenvnrd.s General Debbieg, on Marie Antoinette. M.P. for Ludgersliall, 
Il.E., b. 17:31, cl. .Tune 27, 1810. from Nov. 1774, to July, 1780. His share 

- Lord George Gordon (godson of George _.n , ^ He wrote 

II.), son of Cosmo, 8rd Duke of Gordon, b. ■ . o Mr. Pitt, 

Dec. 25, 1751, d. unmarried, Nov. 1, 1793, v;;.h . ■ ■ s’- : ,.l,,-.v' 

in Newgate, where he was confined for a libel ■ r w ; s;-. R 
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from my old friend Charles O’Hara, not with an idea that you can 
render liim any service (knowing as I do how few things there are to 
give, and how many persons there are ready to receive) ; but as he 
mentions some reliance on yom? good will towards him, that you may, 
if you please, have an opportunity of saying something civil either 
directly from yourself, or through me. His zealous services under 
my command, and the pains he took, and the success he met with, 
in reconcihng the Guards to every kind of hardship, give him a just 
claim, independent of our old friendship, to my strongest represen- 
tations in Ms favour. j 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EOSS, Culford, Dec. 21, 1784. 

I have received your letters of the 28th and 14th, and am 
glad your northern tour did not disagree with you. It is impossible 
that BaUindallock^ or Lapland could produce worse weather than 
we have had this last fortnight. Lord Eawdon w^as here some days, 
but could get no partridge shooting, which we commonly have in 
perfection at this time of the year. 

East India matters must I think go iU. Our Mend Diindas,® 
although a very clever fellow, is, I fear, but a short-sighted poli- 
tician. You know I was partial to a great part of Eox’s Bill. 
Eawdon talks of affairs in Ireland as still in a most dangerous 
way ; but I find he is hostile to the Castle, and I fear will soon be 
so to the ministry here, in spite of my endeavours to prevent it. 

Yours, &e., 

Cornwallis. 


1 The seat of General Grant in Inyerness- 1782, when he sat for Newtown in the Isle of 
shire, now f.'-:- vvor,-;- f'f Sir George Mac- Wight), and then for the city of Edinburgh, 
j ’ • .'I (•.•■ 1 . ; . M- till he was made a peer. Solicitor-General, 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Mr. Pitt’s offer of the Governor-Generalship declined by Lord Cornwallis — 
Compensation to American Loyalists — Fortification of the Seaports — Mission 
of Lord Cornwallis to Frederick the Great — Their interview at Sans Sonci — 
Military Manoeuvres in Silesia — Lord Cornwallis accepts the Governor- 
Generalship — Sails from England. 

Eael Coknwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, Feb. 23, 1785. 

I had hoped to see you so soon that I omitted writing. I 
am so: > *' ~'1. 

I V b- 'i •• • • •• •: . ••.•.•light ago to take the 

Goyernor-Cieneralship. Mr. Pitt’s letter was kind and flattering to 
a degree, and he earnestly rec[uested an interview. I agreed to go 
to him ; onr conversation was, however, rather superficial on the 
business, and he desired me to talk to Dundas. I easily found out 
fi:om him that, (after having lost sight of my going for six months) 
it was now taken up to prevent some disagreement in the Cabinet. 
He told me that if I would say I would go, many things which I 
objected to in the Bill should be altered. I was well aware of the 
danger of a declaration of that sort, and indeed, from their manner 
of conducting India business ever since the Bill passed, their dis- 
agreements at home, and the circumstances attending the appoint- 
ment of their Generals,' and the present sudden application to me, 
merely to get rid of a momentary rub amongst themselves, I was 
convinced it would be madness iu me to engage ; so that, after 
taking twenty-four hours to consider, I gave a very civil negative. 
I will tell you all this transaction more at large when we meet. I 
endeavoured to give this very important matter the fahest and 
most impartial decision iu my own mind : I think I was not biassed 
by any improper love of ease, and I hope that I have acted for 
the best. The Ministers^ were so hard run last night on the 

7" ■ n 3 ^ gjggg Westminster, 

‘v' ■ . . . ■ House of Gammons decided by lai'ge majorities 

- that it should be continued, but a reaction 
. ! ' took place when it appeared that, after many 
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Westminster scrutiny, that it is supposed they must give it up. 
The most dangerous rock still is Ireland : how can they satisfy both 
countries?^ Besides, there are certainly dissensions in the Cabinet.® 
Brodrick® is past all hope, and we may daily expect to hear 
the worst. My family are all well, and, with the rest of your 
friends, are impatient to see you. Believe me &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Eakl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, London, March 7, 1785. 

I was glad to find by your letter of the 1st that you approve 
of my conduct in regard to India ; I beheve you know how much 
I value your approbation. As I am in the habit of rumung down 
frequently for a week to Oulford, I wish you would let me know 

four or five days before you come up. I have assured that 

he need not be afraid of seeing you, for that you so totally despair 
of workhig any reformation, that you will not throw away a lecture 
upon him. Indeed, he seems determined on the desteuction of 
himself and his unfortunate children. As for his wife, it .does not 
much signify. 

I had a letter this day from Grisdale, who tells me he shall be 
in Paris by the first week in April. Brodrick® continues much the 
I am your most affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Mansfield Street, April 26, 1785. 

Having understood horn Colonel Hamilton^ that you wished 
me to explain my sentiments fully concerning him, I can with truth 


months’ investigation, the majority had not 
been reduced. On the night filluded to in the 
text, Feb. 21, two divisions iook iilace. In 
the first Ministers had a majority of 203 to 
’ ’ -14510 136. And 

;en by 162 to 124. 
; day, the numbere 

being ; — 

On the Poll. On the Scrutiny. 
Hood.. .. 6694 .. 6558 

Fo.x .. .. 6223 .. 6126 

Wray .. 5998 .. 5895 


f ■ 
] , 


access, "^throw any light upon this allusion. 
There may have been some discussions on the 
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assure you that I heard from all’ quarters that he bore a most excel- 
lent character before the war ; and I can myself bear witness that 
he took the most fair and' steady part, unbiassed by interested or 
vindictive motives, and that I sincerely believe liim to be a bene- 
volent and worthy man. The peculiar hardsliip under which he 
labours, that liis principal property being in trade, cannot come 
under the cognizance of the Commissioners,^ renders lum an object 
of the greatest compassion. After having enjoyed for many years 
a most affluent fortune, vdth an unblemished character, he is now 
reduced to extreme poverty. His claims in America for the vast 
sums which are due to Mm are treated with contempt. You will 
easily beheve that 1 would not have said all this for a man whom I 
did not think truly meritorious. j 

COEWALLIS. 

The question of compensation to the American Loyalists had 
been repeatedly discussed in Parliament. All parties® considered 
that they had an irresistible claim upon England, and united in 
condemniug the conduct of the American Government, by whom 
!''■■■ :.i ■ t ly of the Loyalists had been almost universally confis- 
■■i ■ i ■ - as pleaded in extenuation, that such confiscations were 
the acts of individual States, and not of the Federal Government. 
Such a defence was scarcely to be admitted, as Great Britain could 
not recognise any authority but the one with whom all business wus 
transacted. 

During the negotiations for peace in 1782-3 the English 
iiad made the utmost exertions to enforce these 
I ..‘■•'i'--- of wMch Franklin was unable to deny; but as 
he was determined never to admit them, he endeavoured to parry 
the demand, by calling on the British Government to pay for all 
the slaves who had escaped, and for all the property which had 
been seized or destroyed in the course of the war. The discussion 
terminated by the introduction of the dth, 5th, and 6th Articles of 
the Treaty of Peace. By these it was stipulated, that Congress 
should recommend !’■ .-.SJ -y.^t they should 

restore all estates ■ ■ ' ■ y'- I’-i-y-'.. > who had not 

borne arms during the war ; that aU persons, including those who 
had been active partisans, should have twelve months to settle their 

^ The claims of the Loyalists for compen- Colonel Thomas Dundas, Commissioners to 


'ox and Mr. 
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affairs ; and it was also recommended, with, reference to this class, 
that their property shonld be given hack upon payment of the sums 
which had been advanced on them ; that all bond fide debts should 
be paid; that there shonld be no further prosecutions or confis- 
cations. It was confidently asserted that these recommendations 
would be cordially adopted ; but, almost without exception, the 
Courts of the several States evaded giving judgment in favour of 
British or Loyalist creditors, and in hardly a single instance were 
these stipulations carried into effect. 

The English Parliament therefore resolved to discharge what 
they considered a debt of honour. Commissioners, as has been 
aheady stated, were appointed to investigate the claims, and in 
1788 an Act was passed to indemnify the sufferers according to the 
following scale : — 


Claims under £10,000 .. .. Paid in full. 

,, 15,000 90 per cent. 

„ 50,000 85 „ 

„ 200,000 80 „ 

.Claims above 200,000 70 „ 


In each case 10,0007 was to be paid without deduction. A some- 
what similar scale was adopted with reference to incomes arising 
from professions and offices. 

Large sums were voted at different times to meet these 
demands, some of which, being of a special nature, were dealt with 
separately. In March, 1790, the following was the number and 
amount of the claims examined and allowed : — 

PaoPEBTr. Income. 

Claims put in. Amount claimed. Allowed. Claimed. Allowed. 

2,291 .. £8,216,126 .. £3,033,090 .. £113,438 .. £84,218 

Of wliich 2,096,8267 for property, and 54,4587 for income, had 
been paid. There still remained 816,7617 for property, unpaid, 
besides three large claims^ specially reported to Parliament, and 
which they were to adjust. Included in the above was about 
114,0007 for losses in East Florida. 

The conduct of the State Courts was often brought under the 
notice of the American Grovernment. At length, in 1794, a con- 
vention was entered into, nnder which English and American Com- 
missioners were appointed to sit at certain towns in America, and 
there investigate the aniosmt fiiirly duo by American debtors. The 
American Commissioner- triird every subterfuge to avoid giving* 

1 Mr. Penn, 500,0001 ; the Earl of Granville, 60,0001 ; Loi-d Fairfax, 60,0001 
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any decisions. At times they refused to sit at all. At length 
1,420,000?. was adjudged to he due. StiU the Government declined 
to pay it, and it was not till 1803, that a sum of 600,000?. was 
offered, and, in despau* of obtaining- strict justice, accepted by 
England. Thus, after a lapse of more than twenty years, oidy 42 
per cent, of the capital was paid, and nothing allowed for interest. 


In 1784 it was proposed to take a vote of 50,000?. on account 
of fortifications at the seaports; hut the objection having been 
raised that no information on the subject had been laid before Par- 
liament, the vote was withdrawn. In 1785 the King nominated a 
Board of Land and Sea OfiScers to investigate the whole question, 
of which the Duke of Eichmond, then Master-General of the Ord- 
nance, was President. The Board consisted of eleven military and 
three naval officers. To these were added three military and four 
naval officers when they met at Portsmquth, and three naval officers 
only, at Plymouth.^ . . The views of the Duke of Eichmond as to the 
imperative . ‘‘jg ’^yere, on the whole, sup- 
ported by t ■ ••• . unanimously iii‘j':'o\v:d of ii 

system of detached forts, and recommended that the ( rown ...lioiild 
purchase all the lands in their vicinity, that no private buildiiigs 
might be erected, thereon. The sea officers coincided generally 
with these opinions, but a few of each service accompanied their 
assent with such provisoes and hmitations as to render it almost 
nugatory. 

Mr. Pitt, on February 27, 1786, brought forward the plan of 
which a large majority of the Board He was 

opposed by most of the Whig party, -i ! \ pretended 

lovers of economy, by the hunters after popularity, and by some 
few local members, whose constituents imagined them properties 
would be injured. On a division, the numbers were equal — 169 on 


For both places. 

n,. ■ (•. I-!::-. 


„ Sir David Lindsay. 

„ Sir G. Grey. 

Major-General Pattison. 

„ Cleveland. 

„ Bramham. 

„ Green, 

„ Garth. 
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Sir A. Hammond, R.N. 


For Portsmouth only. 

Lieut.-General Lord G. Lennox, 
„ Burgoyne. 

„ Earl Percy. „ 


For Plymouth only. 
Vice-Admiral Milbanke. 
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each side and the Speaker, Cornwall, gave his casting vote against 
Grovernment. Time has since proved this decision to have been as 
unwise as it has ultimately been expensive. 


Earl CoRmvALLis to Lieut.-Coloxel Ross. 

HeAE EoSS, Portsmouth, May 2, 10 p.M,, 1785. 

We have had a most tiresome day ; there is, however, some 
arrangement, and, though the prospect at present is tremendous, I 
have hopes that it will go off quicker than people at present expect. 
In the King’s instructions a wish is expressed that we may be able 
to make om: report the first week m June. We have this moment 
left off business, and we meet to-morrow morning at six o’clock. 
As I am to be up so early to-moiTow, you wiU excuse my saying 
more to-night. Our respective ojiinions are not to be divulged. 
You shall hear from me again in a day or two. Grey is here. 

Yours, &c., 

COENWALLTS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut. -Colonel Ross. 

Dear EOSS, Portsmouth, May 3, 10| P.M., 1785. 

The Eoard sat from six tliis morning till four in the, after- 
noon, and from seven this evening till ten. The intermediate time 
was filled by a most disagTeeable dinner of tliree hours. Suppose 
to yourself the utmost of all human misery, and your supposition 
must fall greatly short of our condition. Being at sea in a gale of 
viiid on a lee-shore would be luxury. God only knows when our 
misfortunes can end ; I think they may last two or tliree months. 
Tell all my friends that they must not expect to hear from me, and 
to be satisfied if they do not see in the papers that I have hanged 
myself. Yours ever, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS Portsmouth, May 4, 10 P,M,, 1785. 

I think the prospect to-day rather brightened ; we under- 
stand that the question on the Dish propositions is to come on next 
Wednesday, and I think evorybodTseem' to hope that the business 
here may be finished, -o thai. ilie Alemhei^ may bo fiiirdly dismissed 
from hence by that time, to meet us at Elyinouth on Monday 
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semiiglit. . If this should take place, we may flatter ourselves that 
three weeks at Plymouth may finish all. I am too tired and sleepy 
to attempt to give any account of our proceedings. 

Yours ever, 

COEITWALLIS. 

We live at the King’s expense, so that at least, I shall grow 
rich. 


Eaul Cokswaluis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAE EoSS, Portsmouth, May 8, 1785, Sunday night. 

I passed ten hours and a half at the Board both on Friday 
and yesterday. This day was a hoHday, and I have been aU day 
on the Gosport side, and had a vciy pleasant ride and quiet dinner 
with Moncrieffe^ and Haldani^. Our pi-occcdiiigs are the most 
extraordinary and the most tiresome that you can conceive. The 
King’s instructions, drawn up of course by the Duke, contain about 
a thousand questions, nineteen in twenty of which are nearly self- 
evident propositions, but few of them so clearly drawn as not to 
admit of some cavilling, to which many of us are much inclined : 
the Duke himself puzzles the cause very much, Carleton and 
Grey never will admit that the intended works are strong enough, 
and would readily agree to erect twenty fortresses here, and as 
many at Plymouth, as strong as Bergen op Zoom ; Sir D. Lindsay^ 
is likewise of that opinion; the only two who oppose all fortifi- 
cations are Percy and Burgoyne. Tliis is f - y -i.i' | ■ ear. Of 

all the blockheads and sycophants in the General 

is the gxeatest. I will, if possible, write you one hne 

to-morrow after the Board breaks up, to teU you my thoughts about 
coming to town. M.ost sincerely yours, 

COENIVALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAE EoSS, PljTnoutli, Mcay 24, 1785. 

I this morning received yours of the 21st. The arrival of * 
Macbride ® will probably cause a delay of a day or two, but I think 


afterwaras uenerai ana Liomuei oam regt., D. . ‘ ■ 

1730, d. March 27, 1797 ; m, Snsanna Char- and sister of Sir Martin Ffolkes, Bart. M.P. 
lotto, dan. of Sarmipl Long, Esq., of Jamaica, f'" P;'.”---'on‘’i f'.'v.' WS4, to June, 

iiiiil wiiioiv of Oc-orge Elli-., Kcq. ' ii-, ■. views. 
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we sliall certainly get away by Sunday the 29th, and that, con- 
sidering all impediments, I can safely lay my account to my being 
in town on the 1st. 

The D. of E. has expressed the most earnest and flattering 
desire that Charles Lennox^ should be one of our party, and I 
thought it best, on every account, to acquiesce readily in it. I 
shall not write to Haldane tiU I see you ; but, as he left the possi- 
bility of his going very much in doubt, and did not express the 
smallest inclination towards the expedition,® I trust he cannot be 
angry. Charles Lennox is a fine, good-humoured, unaffected lad, 
no pride or buckram, and will one day be a po 2 Mlar D. of B. Fox 
is still here. _ Believe me,' &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. If you should have anything to say to me about the 
Clothing Board, or about General Bathm-st going to Clarendon,^ 
you will send a letter for me to the White Hart at vSalisbury, to be 
left till called for. The new mail-coach goes to Salisbury. 

The state of Europe, and especially of Germany, wus at this 
time very critical. The Empress ’of Eussia^ had been rapidly 
increasing her possessions at the expense of the Porte, and had 
seized the Crimea and other territories in that quarter, encouraged 
by the Emperor Joseph,® who was desirous of the support of 
Eussia, to enable him to carry out various schemes of aggran- 
dizement. Among other j)lans, h< ■ 1 !• : (I Elector 

of Bavaria® to cede to him his :.i.,;rv .,!,■ ■■ ■ ■ i-eceiving 
in exchange the Austro-Bel^c pr . i= . i':' ■ of King. 

France seemed disposed to consent to tliis * arrangement ; but 

1 n T- .•.,.’1^-: -. jivfU -.lOfc-;:; 

' ..... !. 1,1763; 

. . " . ' the hite of 

■ u’lotte, dan. 

■; I .A General 

.■■r-l •’ r..'',”; R . He was present, as an 

, ' r of Waterloo. Lord- 

Lieutenant of Ireland from April, 1807, to 
of Canada 

■ ■ . . ! ■ . . H.P. fertile 

'■ ) till he suc- 

ceeaett to tlie llulcedom. 

2 Lord Connvalli.s’s hitendecl visit to the 
Prusisian reviews. 

3 Clarendon, near Salisbury, the seat of 
General Bathurst. 

^ Catherine, Empress of Russia, dan. of 


1765, Maiia Josephine, dan. of Charles Albert, 
Elector of Bavaria, and, Jan. 17, 1742, Em- 
peror of Germany, 

' C’ . Tl -il, F.’f . b.ii- r." Biwaria, 
; I . i I 11 !.■ ' ■. -i. 1st, 

i.. iT"V:. .■•.:.■■■■ dau, 

.1 . . I ■ -. < ■ • 1 ■ ,Sal2- 
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Prussia, in concert with several of the smaller states, among 
which was Hanover, strongly objected to any augmentation of the 
power of Austria in Germany. 

Joseph was also at this moment embroiled with Holland about 
the navigation of the Scheld, which he was determined to open by 
force, if necessary ; but this dispute was settled by the interven- 
tion of France, between which country and Holland an alliance 
was soon after formed. That alliance, however, was intended to 
support the democratic party, not that of the Stadtholder ; ^ and, 
but for the energetic interference of the successor ® of Frederick the 
Great, France would, two years later, have succeeded in her plans, 
and, as Frederick remarked to Lord Cornwallis, have governed 
Holland through her ambassador. 

In the Memoirs of MI. Fox, Lord John Eussell has printed a 
despatch, written just before Mr. Fox resigned the Seals. There 
appears to be some doubt whether this despatch was actually sent ; 
but if it were transmitted to Berlin, it is clear that it must have 
given the impression that England was all but ruined, and was 
totally unable to resist her enemies. In any case, the tone of the 
Foreign Office must have inspired all continental states with a 
thorough contempt for this country ; and it is not therefore sm*- 
prising that Frederick was disposed to place so little reliance on 
oiu exertions or promises. What effect the conversation with Lord 
Cornwallis produced on his mind it is impossible to say. He was 
taken ill on the 18th of September ; and though Ms health im- 
proved much, he never recovered Ms strength, and died in the 
August of the ensuing year. 

In consequence of the unsatisfactory aspect of affairs, Comte 
Lusi,® the Prussian Minister at the Court of St. James’s, hinted 
that if a person of rank and high character could go to Berlin 
as a confidential agent, though without any ostensible mission, 
Frederick would be more likely to open his mmd to hi m than to 
liOi-d Balrym jil.r.J the English Minister at that Court. As Lord 
(/(ii-iiwiillis proposed visiting the Continent in the course of the 
summer, m order to attend the Prussian reviews (a favom- but 


1 William V., Prince of Orange, b, March 


tus William, Prince of Prussia. 

2 Frederic William II., King of Prussia, 
b. Sept. 25, 1744 ; d. Nov. 16, 1797 ; m. 1st, 
July 14, 1765, Elizabeth, dau. of Charles, 


1-lesse Darmstadt. 


3 ' « • "Cepha- 

lonia. . ■ : ; ■ . , : ; Lieut.- 

General, Minister in London from 1780 to 
1788. ^ 

0 . ■ . 

1 '. : . ■ . " . 

in ■ , , ■ " ■ 

1782 to 1784, and then at Berlin to Aug. 
1787. 
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sparingly granted by Frederick), it seemed impossible to stdect a 
fitter person for this mission. Before be left England, lie received 
verbal instructions, but they were not officially communicated in 
writmg till September 2. 


Frederick II.* to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Je me fais un plaisb d’avance de voiis voir au camp 
de mes trouppes en Silesie, comme vous me I’annoncez par votre 
lettre du 3 de ce mois. Yous poiivez compter d’y etre accueilli avec 
tons les (iigards dus votre merite, et sin- ce, je inie Dieu qu’il vous 
ait, My Lord, en sa sainte et digne garde. Fedeeio. 

A Potzdam, le 9 Ao-ut, 1785. 

Au Lord Cornwallis, Lieutenant-GenA’al au service 
de la Grande Bretagne. 


Sir James Harris® to the Marquis of Carmarthen.® 


[Pi-ivate.]' 

My dear Lord, Hague, Frid.ay, Sept. 9, 1785. 

I could devise no otlier safe and expeditious manner of con- 
veying yoiu letter to Lord Cornwallis tlian by do-pidcbiiig 
with it, with orders to find liim out wherever bo i-. .ho ihri-.dMi-o 
set out in the Trackscbuyt on Monday evening, with instructions to 
assume the name and manners of a common traveller as long as be 


and e.\-pec!ted that all addressed to him should 
h-”u at the to’e P- p-e. Tl’’=. rH r. 


cisoly similar, it consists of four lines only. 

2 Sir James Hands, K.B., created Lord 


anecdote, not given there, is, it is believed, 

quite authentic. When Minister at , 

it was of groat importance to obtain posses- 
sion of the secret instructions given to one 
of his coUe-igues. All other means haring 
failed, he canied to a <i!(;c<‘.-..-ifiil i.-.su,; jm in- 
trigue with Madame <io , a near v(.].,tiiin 


wai-ds, March d.'!, 'iiii Dni-.e of Leeds, 
h. Jan. 29, 1751, d. .Jiui. 31, 1709 ; m. 1st, 



1791 ; M.P. for Eye for a few months in 

1774, and for Helstoii for about as long in 

1775. Called up to the House of Lords as 
Baron Osborne May 14, 1776. 
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remains in tlie territory of tlie States, wliieli lie probably will get 
out of on Tuesday. He then is to pass for a valet-de-chambre of 
Stepney,^ going to settle his master’s affaifs, and to jiass tlu-ough 
Hanover and Brunswick, where he is to inquire for Lord Cornwallis ; 
and then to proceed for Berlin, where, if he does not find him, 
Mr. Ewart ® will at least put him on the right scent. As I foresaw 
the Princess of Orange ® would and must know indeed ultimately 
of his arrival at Berlin, I felt the chance of losing her confidence, 
if I kept the despatching Brooks a secret from her. I did not there- 
fore only make a virtue, but a civility (full as essential in politics) 
of necessity, and immediately after the receipt of the mail wliicli 
brought me yom’ last letters I went to the House in the Wood,"* 
under the pretence of introducing Lady Mary Duncan,® who is now 
here, and told her I had despatched a special messenger to 
Mr. Ewart 

I am sure you wifi, laugh at the idea of my having made Lady 
Mary Duncan subservient to political purposes ; but I would have 
employed her even in a more preposterous way, if it had been 
essential towards carrying a material point. j 

J. Haeeis.' 

EAEL CoENWALLIS to LlEUT.-COLOimL Ross. 

DeAE Boss, Berlin, Sept. 9, 1785. 

I wrote to you from Breslaw a long and confidential letter, 
but when I read it over, I was afraid to send it, and put it in the 
fire. You shall have a full detail when I come to England, wliich 
win be about the end of next month. SufSce it to say that on the 
whole, fi:om the first person I met, I have been throughout rather 
disappointed. I intend after the Pbtzdam manoeuvres, winch end 
the 23rd, to go to Cassel, and return to the Magdeburg inspection, 
which is under the Duke of Brunswick,® on the 10th, 11th, and 
12th October, and then return directly to England. Our old General, 
Duke Ferdinand, looked much better than I expected, and received 

^ Sir Jolin Stepney, 7th Bart., b, 1744; ® Wife of William V., Prince of Orange, 

d. Oct. 1811, tmm. M.P. tor Monmouth b. Ang. 7, 1751, d. June 9, 1820. 
n ' V-v. ■‘TW, W-rch, 1788. The resideiic " 


■ , " . ■ , 7th 

792 ; ■ , ■ d. (according to 

Ton CoUins) July 5^ 1800; m. Sept. 10, 1763, 
John S= ■ W"' !;■ n P):..:.. P: -v the 
n at r-.. : ■; h. ■■■'; ;r 

ister '■ \ v.:-, a: !758, 

the Hereditiuy Prince. 



1785. 


MISSION TO FEEDERICK THE GRE^T. 


195 


me very graciously. Abercromby,i Miisgi-ave/ Syines;^ and the pre- 
cise and kicla'am Dundas^ are here. La Fayette^ and I were the 
best friends possible in Silesia. He is gone to Vienna, but retimis 
for the Potzdam manoeuvres. I have hitherto proceeded on the 
business ® wliich you know of, as well as I could (‘xpcjct. You must 
suspend your cuiiosity on all the subjects which I have not touched 
upon, till my return to England. 

Youi' ever faithful and alfectionate friend, 

COENWALIUS. 


Joseph Ewart, Esq., to the Marquis of Carmarthen. 

My Lord, Berlin, Aug, 30, 1785. 

. . . Every possible mark of attention was shown by the 

King to His Eoyal Higlmess the Dulve of York ; and Lord Corn- 
wallis and General Grenville had the honour to dine every day with 
His Majesty I &c., 

Jos. Ewart. 


The Marquis op Carmarthen to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

My Lord, St. James’s, Sept. 2, 1785. 

Count Liisi, the Prussian Minister, harug m.-r- 

tioned to me the King, His Master’s, deshe, of j a ’ , , ; o .i > i ■ 
to communicate to His Majesty, by the means of some confidential 
person, his sentiments respecting the present general state of Europe, 
I am commanded by the Kiiii' to inform your Lord-hip. that it is 
His Majesty’s pleasm-e that ymi ac^jiiiiiid liio Kiug oi Prussia 

of yoiu being duly anthoris'. <! h* coiilVr v.iih Mis on any 

points, which it may appear to him expedient to cominumcate to the 

1 C ’ 1 1 r- ’ T - . Uundas, K.B., b. 1735, d. Feb, 15, 1820, 

■■ ■■ . O- 1- •nvii'l Olivir Be Laacy, 

r-; ‘ ^ : r ■ - • . ■ Isr. Brfi'ioon (iuiird,:, 

,i , 'uni Marih, iSoi), to 

’ -- I _ I . officer who 

■ . , . ■ _ ■ . ■ . : 'itlsh army a nnifomi 

. ■ . . - system <>i' inarumivn-s, wiiieii lie bused h]!OU 

cromby, May 28, 1801, the Prussian model, but he was so strict a 

2 Colonel, afterwtu'ds Geneinl Sir Thomas martinet that his regulations were too pre- 

■" ~ ^ cise to he always cai'ried out, and they have 

■ . since been mneh modified. 

" . . . • ■ ■ . ® Loi-d Coiuwallis never again met La 

. Fayette, o~ V.:-...-. ■!= n-:d judgment he 

wounded at the capture of Guadaloupe, July had not a 
2. 17-' !. 1 .L him v.-cll mr-aning. 

■ , , . ... ..... :,;•■■■ ■!. . ^ B Tiio m;^^io^l t(i the Court of iicriia, 

■ " ■■ 0 2 
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iu the most secret and confidential manner ; at the same time 
yoiir TiorOshii) vnll not fail to assm’e His Prussian Majesty of the 
KiiiL''’s lVl(‘ud-!lii[) and good \Yill towards liim. 

The (Daniest desire of the King of Prussia to open a more direct 
and confidential intcrcoinse with England, I am apt to believe ori- 
ginates rather in a desne of sounding the intentions of this Court, 
than from any real intention of a fair and candid communication 
either of future views or even of ^ : it behoves us, 

however, at all events to cultivate i! '■ ■, .V.-. o conduct on 

the part of that Prince, and, by not committing ourselves, meet him 
precisely upon Ms ground. 

I had the hoiioiu' of stating to your Lordship, previous to your 
departme for BerHii, that before any serious connexion could be 
entered into with Prussia, it would be absolutely necessary to know 
how fur that power might be depended upon in respect to France, 
and whether the former intercom-se between them wus either dimi- 
nished or maintained ; and the only cu’cumstance w'hich could pro- 
bably totally break that intercom’se would be the King of Prussia 
discovering some new plan of aggrandizement, projected by the 
Emperor in concert wdth, and to be supported by, the Court of Yer- 
sailles. Should such an event take place, tMs country must then 
givt,; up nil ]iiipi-M of an alliance with the Emperor ; at the same time 
Pi'ii'"iii CMiild -li* longer reckon upon the assistance of France ; and 
in that case it might he prudent for England and Prussia to form a 
more close and intimate connexion. 

In the meantime, however, it will he highly expedient to listen 
with attention to any proposal the King of Prussia may make, either 
iu respect to the futoe conduct of the two Courts in Enssia or in 
Holland, or to the general system ho may think they should pursue 
iu case the Em- ■ r i.-il ■ .f.i Pe acting iu 

.concert, so as to :■ r pu! !!i- I'i\ !■■■ lui; attempting 

any new project ■ i:/ ■ v v d-.'.'-- '. 

Evi'vy dfjgivo of iutbrinatiou in regard to that Prince’s sentiments 
ri’P'i): Ihi'.-.' will be of importance for His Majesty to be 

i>!“: ruui iliu Mgh opinion wMcb the King of Prussia, in 
common with the rest of the world, entertains of your Lordsliip’s 
character, will probably induce liim to be more communicative to 
you upon ibi-s:..- tliau to aviv other person His Majesty could 

have honoiiL\;!l «ni> >=) ciiiiiidciiliid a commission. 

Your LordsMp will not fail to observe, that in the present 
of fuTi/i-', it is (.ur widi mther to listen to what may be 
proposi.'.i Iw JJj.s J’nissiiiu 3l;ije^iy than to make any direct proposal 
oji o:ii- pari. ] fji-niL-r IraiiNierious have convinced this Coiut of the 
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great caution necessary to be observed in every transaction witli so 
artful as well as so experienced a character in every branch of 
])oliticnl intrigue ; and therefore it behoves us more than ever, at a 
moment like the present, to proceed with that degree of caution 
and circumspection as vdll neither engage us ton ik’- jily ov,. ih.> one 
hand, nor on the other, prevent that Prince iVoni ii'i'Mii.g to any 
proposals of a more direct tendency towards Mendsliip and alliance, 
should future circumstances oblige us to wish for such a connexion. 

Your Lordship will have the goodness (whenever you thi nk 
proper to write upon the subject of any conversation you may have 
with the King of Prussia) to send your letters by some safe con- 
veyance to Sir J ames Harris at the Hague, who will take care to 
forward them, as the common post is by no means to be trusted. 

I am, &c., 

Carmabthen. 

Joseph Ewart, Esq., to the Marquis of Carmarthen. 

[Private.] 

My Lord, Berlin, Sept, 10, 1785. 

. . . Lord Cornwallis not having an opportunity of con- 

versing in private with the King of Prussia in Silesia, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship, by Iiis particular direction, an 
account of the steps he has taken since liis arrival here. 

As it was necessary His Prussian Majesty should be prepared 
for giving an audience at Potzdam, T acf^'^mnaniod T.nr'l CornwaUiu 
to Mons. Hertzberg’s ^ on the 8th; , • \ i'-.- i 
of the communication made to that Minister in his Lordship’s own 
words : — ^That the King had commanded me to assure His Prussian 
Majesty that the connexion formed between them by the Germanic 
Association gave him great satisfaction, especially as he hoped it 
might lead to a more intimate and closer connexion between 
England and Prussia, whi -h v-,v~ r thP-rH:- rnmestly 
desired. That although ; ‘ ::«! i.;: V, by the 

late expensive war, yet that had not been m a greater proportion 
than those of her rivals ; and by the plan of strict economy which 
wns ndoptrd, and the flourishing state of her commerce, there could 
hi: jio doiiliv ihiii P.iigbind would be able to support her weight and 
dignity with the other powers of Europe. That Lord Carmarthen 

1 Ewaii r 1 Cor,‘- a ^ %it 

Minister r.i'. .T '.'i, y ' ■ . ' ' ■ M 

1795, m. . I ‘ I i tJje jb'orejgn nepaitment, 

Knyphaii'v !■> ’ ' . 
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had assured me that the members of the Cabinet entertained the 
same wishes which His Majesty had expressed, and would be gdad, 
by endeavouring to render mutual good services, to lay the founda- 
tion of a firm and lasting alliance. That I (Lord Cornwallis) was 
charged with no negotiation, having been commanded, as a Military 
mau, to see the Prussian troops ; and that His Majesty and His 
Ministers seizmg such an opj^ortunity of making these strong pro- 
fessions of His Majesty’s friendshij), was a convincing proof how 
sincerely they preferred a Prussian alliance to that of any other 
power. 

It is imiiecessary to say anything of Mons. Hertzberg’s senti- 
ments expressed on the occasion, as they have already been so often 
mentioned to yom- Lordship, and he immediately mete an account 
of this conversation to the King. But as Lord Cornwallis made 
nearly the same commimication to Coimt Einckenstein ^ yesterday, 
it may not be amiss to give some account of liis very favourable 
answer. His Excellency said that he should have the immediate 
opportmiity of acquainting the King liis master verbally with his 
LordslnjD’s report, and that he was q)ersuaded he would be highly 
sensible of so respectable a testimony of the King’s, and of the 
flattering mark of •. \ TTis Majesty and His Ministers 

in the employing ’!•> i. • b •;•••• • such assurances.’ That no 

doubt could be entertained of the sincerity of the King of Prussia’s 
professions to England, after the eventual engagements which had 
been aheady formed on the principle of the mutual interests of the 
two Coui’ts, wliich coincided so perfectly in every point. And that 
as the great object of both was the preservation of peace, His 
Prussian Majesty conceives that every piupose could be answered 
at present by a general concert of measm-es, without exciting the 
jealousy of om* respective rivals, by contracting a formal alliance. 
But that, at the same time, the King of Prussia was ready to render 
every service in Jus power to England, wliich might not be incom- 
patible vrith oui: mulual j.aeifii! '.yslmn. And .-(Mild we , vi i- viic-c. d 
to ddiicii Jrom tlie idliaoci* \vii!i AiHiri:!, i i Is .! llfdr^rv 

would no longer preserve his present precautious, but be ready to 
enter into the closest connexion with (.Treat Britain, 

Last night Mons. Hertzberg showed me the King’s answer to 
him, in which, after ajiprovmg of what had passed in the conversa- 
tion with Lord Cornwallis, he orders Mm to acquaint Ms LordsMji 

stein. .. i ■ , 

Mw T - n. . ' Minis- 
flngiiuwrg. He ceiebrated tlie ■. 
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with his intentioa of speaking to Mm folly at Potzdam, and of then 
delivering Ms sentiments on the diif’eveni; suEjeT-ls. 

I next waited on Count wlio likew iT,- told me in 

the strongest terms his wish to open himself to Lord Cornwallis 
without reserve ; and that His Majesty desired Ms Lordsliip would 
accompany His Eoyal Highness the Duke of York to Potzdam on 
1 ! u; i 7 1 ! I li I !■ 1 hat purpose. 

The Prussian Minister farther told me the Bang had repeated 
Ms earnest desire to cultivate the closest intimacy with His Majesty, 
both as King of Great Britain and Elector of Hanover ; and that he 
was ready to do all that could be required of him on the above- 
mentioned pacific xninciples. 

That His Majesty had again -^r-Urned the Russian 

Minister’s observing that he ! ■ ■•(•■■■■■ of contention 

might soon spring up betwee. . • i-iq ( • i.xts, winch the 
English Minister at Petersburgh might have it in lii- piv.Mir jr) 
increase, so as to bring about the wished-for change ; rcp'.'juijtg il.iU. 
he would then contract whatever engagements Great Britain might 
think jproper. 

Count Einckenstein also informed me that he had spoken to 
liim fully with relation to Holland, particularly insisting on the 
caution it was necpoopry to oV><s£irve, on account of the numerous 
embarrassments ■ ■ but that His Majesty did not 

entertain the least doubt of the re-establislmient of the ancient 
system in the Eepubhc, whatever might happen at the present 
moment. 

Lord ComwalUs desires me to add, that the King of Prussia’s 
offers to Great Britain of Ms good offices, as f-'O’ r-=- p ’'-.-’^hout 

risking a rupture, could only relate to the sc.-yhe 

thought advisable in Holland. 

I have the honom- to be, &c., 

Jos. Ewart. 

Maequis op Caemaethen to Sir James Haeeis. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

My dear Sir, James’s, Sept. 19, 1785. 

The K. of P. is outrageous with poor Lusi for having inti- 
mated the expediency of writing to Lord Corii-venHis ip'iou the 
subject of a nearer connexion between the tw-,) ( lb:- Kills 
Idio ho hiis gMKyof nu efroTifene which deserves the most 
t-Aomi'hirv [.uiii<;!!in.-Mi ; iu miofh-;:!- letter supposes he must have 
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h diahk au cor^ • ' ■ ■■ ’ ■ - 'Vy '"'cli an indiscretion, and 

tlireatens liiin ’ ' - if not more discreet in 

future. TTis poor penitent Minister sends a copy of a despatcli for 
. and after -wishing rather to sacrifice his life than 
]■ !■ ■ ■. ■■■-. displeasure, throws himself on the clemency of 

that mild and merciful monarch. Had Iris P. M. seen my letter 
to Lord Cornwallis, he need not have been alarmed at the idea 
of our pressing him to form an alhance, as the chief purport of 
my despatch was directing his Lordship to get all possible informa- 
tion from H. M., and in return to give him as many civil woj^ds 
as possible, but not to commit tliis Court in the smallest degree 
by the remotest idea of anything like an alliance. The dread 
of such a proposal esjmessed in the letters to L. is a sufficient 
proof, I think, of the French influence stiU remaining in full force 
at Berlin, noLvithstanding any professions to the contrary ; and, 
to say truth, I am not sorry for its still continuing, as I cannot but 
think that chcumstance alone will contribute more than anjdliiug, 
to the revival of -the old system. In the meantime, however, our 
language must be as friendly, and our conduct as respectful and 
attentive as ever, to the Coui-t of Berlin. In short, we should 
make it as useful to us as possible, without ever trusting it for a 
moment. I ^m, &c., 

‘ Oaemakthen. 

Eael Cornwalus to the Marquis of Carmarthen. 

[Private.] 

My Lord, Potzdam, Sept. 20 , 1785. 

I have endeavoured with as much accuracy as possible to 
transmit to youi- Lordship the heads of what His Prussian jMajoly 
said to me in the Duke of Brunswick’s apartment at Sacs Souci. 
On my reading over the paper to the Duke, he was of opinion that 
I had stated every thing very exactly, and had left out nothing that 
was in any degi-ee material. The Duke further said that he was 
convinced the King had spoke his real sentiments without any 
reserve, and that he was perfectly sincere. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that the Duke of 
Brunswick wn=! ]7i-r=ri:t dining my interview with His Majesty, and 
it certainly iiiiiAcs .-r luiu-i! greater weight to every thing that 
passed. 

On the evening of the 18th t^' ' K" ' f. ‘d. . I \ . erday 

morning we were much alarmed ::= ■ . ‘i . i; /been 
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the gout that attacked his stomach ; and as it has now fallen into 
his foot, I should apprehend there is no danger. Mr. Ewart remains 
here all day, and wiH inform your Lordship if any material altera- 
tion should take place in regard to His Majesty’s health. I cannot 
conclude without mentioning in the strongest terms the merit, 
assiduity, and intelligence of Mr. Ewart, and assuring your Lord- 
ship that I tliink it very fortunate that our business at this Court 
is in such able hands. I propose being in England in about a 
month, when I shall be glad to give His Majesty every information 
in my power relative to this country. 

I have the honour- to be, &c,, 

COENWALLIS. 


Heads of what tHe King op Prussia said to Lord Cornwallis at 
Sans Souci, the 17th op September, 1785. 

His Majesty assured me that he was equally desirous of 
friendship and connexion with the King of Great Britain, but said 
that we must first take a view of i’'-' state of Em-ope. 

That the balance of power, which •! ■ ' so long and so 

strenuously supported, was lost: That France, and 

liussia were in alliance ; and that Holland was in the power of 
France, to whom the ruling powders were totally devoted. 

That England and Prussia were isoUs, without any ally what- 
ever. That those two powers alone were not a match for that mass 
which he had described. That England would have to contend with 
..rr-.v' Qy.-,v.TT->llr-d. nri p'”h-,r=T?u=rir, : He should 
Ill' i ‘ •• A ..-i r'.,- andBussia; 

il ! iV i!:i ' contest had 

been maintained, it was not a game to play often. 

He said France and Austria were closely connected, because 
France wished to be able to turn her whole force to her Marine, and 
against England ; and that the Emperor’s alliance secured her from 
a continental war. That this was so favourite a point with France, 
that she even consented to the alienation of Bavaria, although it 
was guaranteed by her to the Duke of Deuxponts.^ He had heard, 
but spoke of it oiy as a report, that the Elector of Bavaria was to 

ponti, . *■ . , , ■ ■ ■ - ' ■ J-' ■ ' n:.!-.' . , 

m. Feb. IS, 1774, Amelie, dau. of Frederick < 1.. ■ -i ■... i.i;.'. 

Chretien, Elector of Saxony. In 1794, he i i 1 1 ,_ . . ..V.:.- 

was dispossessed of hi.s territorie.s by Bona- ps ■ ■ i . 1. . : 

paiie. On the extinction, Feb. 16, 1799, of 
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Iiaye the title of King, and to receive a feed revenue from the Low 
Countries, guaranteed to liim by France ; that the garrisons were 
still to be Austrian, and that France was to have Namur and 
Luxemburg, 

He stated that xAustria had hold of Eussia, both by the Empress 
and her favourite Potemkin ; ® that Tl:e Eiii j •-. ror flrittei-ed the former 
with conquests on the Turks, and even with the possession of Con- 
stantinople, and the latter with promises of being Hos2)odar of Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia. That, in this situation of affahs, he did not 
tliinlr it would be wise to give alarm to all the Great Powers of 
Em’ope by a treaty between England and Prussia. He considered 
England as his ally, and hoped the Edng of England would look on 
him in the same light. He would do him every good office in his 
power, and give him inteUigence of every thing that came to his 
knowledge that could affect or be jjrejudieial to him, and trusted 
that His Britannic Majesty would do the same in return to him. 
That a Ir.'jd.y still -cbsisted between them, which he wus willing 
to consul ;j- !!•> I.>in<.':iiig, and wffich would at present answer every 
purpose. 

That he felt the utmost anxiety for the affairs of Holland, from 
his connexion with the house of Orange, and from his desire of i)re- 
ventiiig Holland from becoming in fact a province to France, which 
would he highly prejudicial to the interests of Prussia as well as 
those of England. 

That it was the plan of France, after destroying the Staat-. 
houderat, to govern the States by an ambassador. That he would 
do everything in his power to counteract tliis both in France and 
Holland, and had already taken some measures for that purpose. 
He w’as convinced violent means Avould not do, urdess we had a 
force to support them, which wus not at present the case. Even if 
n populnr commotiori could be raised, as in the time of the He Wits, 
:! .I Vf 'iicii Mild Aii'ii’iaii army were on the borders of Holland, ready 
to support their party. He was ajiprehensive that the interference 
and activity of our Minister at the Hague would do mischief if it 
was discovered. He admitted that an alliance with France would 
immediately foUow the peace with the Empr-ro]’. nud 'liid, How can 
I ju'cvout it ? — and intimated that there was no other way but by 
diiclMriiig war against a?" E'r---'.- v J.dV: -■ •, ■■■ on this 
subject, and stating that i . ; ■ ■■ ■ ■■ ! v,,; ■ .towards 

the Ecqiiihlio, and the disgraceful peace winch she obliged her to 

2 Gregoire Alexanilrowich Potemkin, h. sitle, when travelling to Nicohiieff, in the arms 
Sept. 173b, d. Oct, 15, 1791, on the road- of Ills niece, Comtcsse Branitzka. 
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make/ would cci’ta,iidy render the ruling party very unpopidar, he 
repeated that he would give every assistance in his power and com.- 
municate freely with England. He thought the Stadtholder, to save 
himself from destruction, must for the present give up some of his 
privileges. 

He then expatiated much on the necessity of endeavouring to 
detach some of the powers from the great league, and pointed out 
Eussia as the principal object. He said that if Eussia could be got 
over, he was ready to sign a triple alliance as soon as we pleased. 
He thought it of the utmost importance to England to gain Eussia, 
as weU for her political as commercial interests ; and that it would 
not he difficult to inspfre the Empress of Eussia with a jealousy, 
that the Emperor was not in earnest in his assurances of assisting 
her designs against the Turks ; that he would not be desfrous of 
exchanging so feeble a neighbour as the Turk for one so powerful 
as Eussia. His Prussian Majesty likewise was of opinion that means 
might be used to gain Potemldn, and suggested that, if the Emperor 
held him by the flattering hopes of being Hospodar, we might throw 
out other objects to catch Iris vanity, and mentioned amongst others 
the crown of Poland. He was convhiced that Denmark would follow 
Eussia. 

He asked how we were with other j^owers, and particularly 
Portugal ; and said that he heard the Prince of Asturias ® was 
inclined to us. He said he knew France was trying to hurt us 
everywhere ; that she had sent people to India to disturb the tran- 
quillity of that country, but that they had returned without effect- 
ing anytlimg; that she was busily <-nip]oyr-l in Trclmiil. He hoped 
we would lose no time in putting (■ur jiiiliirs on so safe a 

footing as to be in no danger of a civil war, which on an appear- 
ance of a foreign one, France would not fail to use her utmost 
efforts to foment. 

He was very glad to find that our finances were in so much 
better a comparative state than those of France, -who, wlnlst we had 
been taking the most efficacious means to support our credit, had 
been losing hers, and had even been running out since the peace. 

He admfred the plan of strict economy laid down by ]\hr. Pitt, 
of whom he spoke in the highest terms, and made no doubt but his 
great abilities and integrity would restore Ms country to the im- 


^ France acted as mediator between the 
Emperor and Holland ; and, by her advice, 
the b ■ !■ ■ I ] ' I Vienna, who, 

July ■ .1 ’ V ..■■■■ . . apolo^e.s and 


Sept,J0.^ ^ „ 

■- !. I', i. C : >■ . ' 

of iSpain and lJuke of rarma. 
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portance whicli slie liad formerly lield in the scale of Europe, and 
render her as great and respectable as his father had done. 

During the whole conversation, which was very long on his part, 
he never intimated an idea of a possibility of a breach between 
France and Austria, but spoke of their union as fixed on the most 
permanent basis. He never mentioned any mdnagement to be 
necessary to be observed by him towards France, except such as 
would preclude her from any plausible pretence of proceeding to 
extremities against him, before he was strengthened by proper 
alliances. 


Freherick TI. to Earl Cornwallis. 

Monsieur le Lieutenant-General de Cornwallis, — O’est bien k 
regret que je ne puis avant votre depart d’ici vous renouveller de 
bouche les sentimens d’estime que votre merite M’a inspirde. Je 
le fais par la prdsente, en repouse k votre lettre d’hier, et vous 
permets en m^me terns, d’aller voir les manoeuvres de mes trouppes 
^ Magdebourg; priant Sur ce Dieu, Monsieur le Lieutenant- 
General de Cornwallis, qu’il vous ait en sa sainte et digue garde. 

Potzdam, ce 24 de Sept, 1785. FeDBRIC. 

Au Lieut.-Ge'ne'ral de Cornwallis, au sendee de S.M.B. 

Frederick had been taken iU Sept. 18, and the signature to tliis 
letter is hardly legible. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Hanover, Oct. 5, 1785. 

I take the opportunity of Grenville’s going home to send 
you a few lines, as I think it tolerably safe ; but as I am but just 
arrived from Cassel, and Grenville sets out to-morrow morning, 
I have not time to say much. 

In the first place, the Eoyal Person^ whom I saw -first does not 
give much hopes, further than a great deal of good nature and a 
very good heart. His military ideas are those of a 'wild boy of the 
Guards, the uciforms and pnniolioiis of llnd coip'S, about which He 
is vehement to excess. One cannot, however, help loving him. 
There is no maintien — ^no distance — any impudent blnckgunrd mav 
be as familiar as he pleases. There is n-> ciiance of any luxuI eornijig 


* The Duke of York. 
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blit by bis being kept abroad, and of tke Englisli being kept from 
bim. 

My reception in Silesia was not flattering ; there was a most 
marked preference for La Fayette ; whether it proceeded from the 
King’s Imowing more of France, and liking better to talk about it, 
I know not. The cavalry is very fine ; the infantry exactly like the 
Hessian, only taller and better set up, but much slower in their 
movements. Their manoeuvres were such as the worst General in 
England would be hooted at for practising ; two lines coming up 
■within six yards of one another, and firing in one another’s faces 
till they had no ammunition lef^ : nothing could be more ridiculous. 
Out of compKment to the Duke of Bnmswick, I go to the inspection 
at Magdebm-g, but I assure you I grudge travelling 160 miles on the 
worst roads in Europe for it, very much. 

I had . no opportunity of saying a word to the King m Silesia 
about the business you know of ; but when I arrived at Berlin, I 
received a letter jSrom Lord 0., authorizing me, through the Prussian 
Ministers, to ask for a confidential audience. I was there honoured 
with a long and very interesting conference at the Duke of Bruns- 

fjpfji’+rrjoi'ifs! Pn+pj/IoTn. Ri i-ki’caorj/ip r'f D’lk'^. F'*’f^- 

■. : I'lli. • -i'V i. ji\ b, p.,' 

the faculties of his mind are still perfect. I sent the substance of 
what he said to Lord Carmarthen, and stated it, I believe, very 
accurately ; at least the Duke of B. assured me that I was perfectly 
correct. The old man was taken ill the next day. He is still 
indisposed, and I think it very doubtful whether he Kve out the 
winter. The Prince of Prussia ’ is loved to adoration ia that coun- 
try, and appears really to deserve it. He is warmly disposed to a 
connexion with England ; but whether he has abilities to maintain 
the importance of that sandy desert, time only can discover. 

I am concerned and shocked beyond measm'e at the loss of my 
poor friend Ducie ; ® it really for the moment makes me unfit to 
attend to anything, and I fear you will find this letter very confused. 
T proj^o^o being in London by the end of this month, and shall not 
(pin: Ccnnaiiy with much regret. I a,m, <fec., 

COEirWALLIS. 


1 AftcnviirJs King of Prussiii. 20, 1774, Margaret, dau. of Sir John Rams- 

2 'I'homiis, 2uii Loi-il Diuiie of Torrworth, den, Bart, 
h, Oct -2(3, J d. Sept. 11, 1785; na.Feb, 
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The Marquis of Caemarthen to Joseph Ewaet, Esq. 

St. James’s, Oct. 7, 1785. 

. . . Your very interesting clespatclies, Nos. 99, 100, and 

101, -witli tlieir several inclosures, were received on Sunday and 
Monday last, and have been laid before the King. 

In case Lord CornwaUis should be still at Berlin, you will inform 
his Lordship of my having received his letter, and of the King’s 
satisfaction at the friendly sentiments, as well as confidential com- 
munication upon the general state of Europe, which fell from His 
Prussian Majesty in the conversation which that Prince held with 
his Lordship. ... I ]iave, &c., 

Caemaethen. 

Sir Jahes Harris to the Marquis of Carmarthen. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Hague, Nov. 1, 1785. 

. . . I had a great deal of very interesting conversation 
with Lord CornwaUis, which he, no doubt, will have repeated to 
your Lordship. The most important part of it was the account of 
that which passed between him and the Duke of Brunswick, and his 
i’’ c fL" Drince of Prussia’s character and sentiments, 
'i i ■ ■ i ■ ■■ '. •• has shut the door to Prussia, and not Prussia 

to Prance, reconciles a gveat deal of =- con- 
duct wliich has passed imder my eyes ' ■ ; ■ ■ i -oiiths. 

TUI, however, Prussia acts here, where she can act witliout danger 
and efficaciously, I shall not consider the door to be locked, and 
rather suppose it to be ajar. ... I 

J. Harris. 


H. R. H. THE Duke of York to Earl Cornwallis. 

My dear Lord, Hanover, Nov. 29, 1785. 

Permit me to retmm your Lordshij) my most sincere thanks 
for your very obliging letter of the 8th, which came safely to my 
hands. It gave me the gveatest pleasure to hear that you have so 
perfectly succeeded iu removing those suspicions^ ivliicli \\-c liad 
remarked, and which might have been of the very greatest detri- 
ment hereafter. By a letter which I received by the last courier, 

1 This alludes to Dol’d Cornwallis’ intei-vicw with Fredenek. 
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I was very liappy to find that the account of the conversation which 
yon have had. lias given such entire satisfaction, and that people are 
,s(Mi.sib]o that it is everything wliicli we had a right to expect. I do 
not choose hy this mode of conveyance to say more, but I shah take 
the liberty to write to you more fully upon this subject^ by the fii'st 
sure opportunity. 

We had last week a great boar hunt, in which we Irihed sixty. 
Abercromby fired twice at them, but missed both times. However, 
Thmvsday next we shah have another, when I hope he whl have 
better success, for he declares he shah not be at ease thl he has 
killed one. I will not trouble your Lordsliip this time with a longer 
letter. I cannot however conclude, without repeating to your 
Lordship, how exceedingly happy I am in having had tliis oppor- 
tunity of making your acquaintance, and how anxious I shall ever 
be to keep it up. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

Feederiok. 


Eael Corxwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Boss, Mansfield street, Feb. 13, 1786. 

I had just sent my letter to the post before I received yours 
of the 9th. I am glad you approve of my despatch.® I caimot say 
I have heard much about it since I came home. The D. of Glou- 
cester ® has not been iU ; the whole was a lie, probably with some 
view as to public mourning. I certainly ■ • •..••b,-’ ■ i- ■■■■ ; i:-i \ 

of Guards, but cannot at present juclg • • m i ■.I'v:- i i 
case of a vacancy.^ 

■ With Lord Lothian’s ® permission, I spoke to Lord Carmarthen, 
who has promised to write to Keith,® to desire him to employ Lord 


1 Tins letter, if ever written, has not been 
found. 

- The account of his conversation with tlie 
King of Prussia. 

^ Brother to the King, b. Nov. 23, 1743, 
d. Aug. 25, 1805; in. Sept. 6, 1766, Maria, 
dau. of the Hon. Sir Edward Waljiole, K.B., 


the Duke of 

Gloucester, the Duke of York, and the Duke 
of Ai-gyle. The two latter sundved Lord 
Comw^lis, tlie first died only two montlis 
before him. 

K.T., :. rl V):. .k. . -.v.-:’ 

i; . . : -■>. i 7 ■ ■■■ I. 



K.ll.r i. i-i ..::.'-' ■,:,i i.' ;.; 
mid Vienna from 1768 to 1790, 
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Ancram/ and said lie woiild let me know as soon as lie got an answer. 
I sliall not fail to remind Mm of it. Believe me, &c., 

OOBNWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieht.-Golonel Ross. 

Bear Boss MansiieH street, Feb. 23, 1786, 

The proposal of going to India has been pressed npon me 
so strongly, with the circumstance of the Governor-General’s being 
independent of his Council, as intended in Bnndas’s former bill, 
and havmg the supreme command of the military, that, much 
against my will, and with grief of heart, I have been obliged to say 
yes, and to exchange a life of ease and content, to encounter all the 
plagues and miseries of command and public station. I have tMs 
day notified my consent, and shall go down to-morrow for a few clays 
to Gulford. You will lose no time m coming up, as I shall ivant 
your assistance immediately. They talk of sending us off early in 
April, but that I suppose will be impossible. 

Yom’s ever, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney, 

My DEAR Lord, Mansfield Street, April 10, 1786. 

pT ,•+ jg thought proper that I should be 

; -I. ‘Oommander-in-C’'' ; 

forces in India, I should wsh you would be Idi . ' ■ ■ : . ■ ■ ' - ■ . ■ ■ 

time in takiag TTis Mnje«ty’« pleamre on tliis subject. It is probable 
that Sh‘ Byre C"' (.'(rc.M'.i.s.-i'*:' may be proposed as a model; 
but as it contains a power of granting all commissions below those 
of Colonels of Eegiments, and as I understand that His Majesty has 
expressed a strong disinclination to delegate such power in time of 
peace, I would by no means desire to press the insertion of it in 

1 vm-. ,r.. r:,,.r .,f .v... 2 Gena-al Sir Eyre Coote, E.B., b. 1726, 
Marq,.,'-. e;' i.i-; -i.'l'., i-. '.7 '-r, d. i"”’ 

d. Apiil 27, 1824; m. 1st, April 14, 1793, d. o ■ . . 

Heiu'ietta, dau, of John, 2nd Earl of Buck- St. ' . ' . ■ 

i!i'^diii!n.siiij'C: (wlio.ic pro^fious marriage -with guis , ■ 

SoiTieisei, Isi. Sari ol' Holmore, had been dis- and bad acquired the devoted attachment of 
solved by Act of Farliament); 2nd, Dec. 1, the sepoys. — Se 0 Quarterly Review, vol. xviii. 
1806, Hamiet, dau. of Henry, 3rd Duke of p. .390. 

Buccleueh. 
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my Commission. I likewise beg that it may be understood that I 
do not expect any pay ^ from this appointment. 

Believe me^ &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, ' MansfieW street, April 14, 1786. 

As I find you did not see the King yesterday, I take the 
liberty, as time presses, to remind you of the dormant commission 
of Adjutant-General for Boss. The King spoke of it to Fawcett in 
terms of the most perfect approbation. You might probably by 
letter receive the King’s orders to notify his pleasure on this head 
to the War Office. I have not inquired about my own commission, 
but conclude that everything is done about it. I trust to your 
kindness in expediting this business with earnestness. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Portsmouth, April 30, 11 A.M., 1786. 

I am perfectly satisfied with the opinion of the gentlemen 
of the law relative to the sign manual. The packet is just arrived, 
and I found the despatches from the India House here, so that we 
shall certainly sail to-mori’ow morning if the wind continues fair. 
Be assured of my sincere good wishes to yom-self and Lady Sydney, 
and all your farnily. 

And believe me, most affectionately, 

Cornwallis. 

Boss desires me to present his best respects. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
Dear James, St. Helens, May 5, 1786. 

I have just received your letter, and one from William, for 
which I beg you will thank him. Our wind continues as contrary 
as possible. I hope you will continue to write to me. Your account 

wh. r-n s-r-rvir.-'. months in the field 

■ . ; ■ a -! him nuirly Si',' ■■■■•/. 


^ The salary n-”^rr 

25,0Q0L, and of ' ■ ' 

Lord Cornwallis i ■■ 

OL. I. 
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of Brome gives me gi*eat pleasure. I hope you will not have much 
trouble about the house, and rather wish that General Fawcett had 
taken it at once off yoim hands. 

Your truly affectionate brother, 

Cornwallis. 

I have received a letter from Lord Fairford.^ If Mrs. Cornwallis 
or yourself should see Inm, you may say I will attend to it. 


Eael Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, 
Dear James, Back of the isle of wight, May 6, 11 A.M,, 1785. 


. . . We have just 
wind stands, get doum Channel. 


1 Avthiir, Lord Fairfoi'd, afterwaiTls 2nd 



got under sail, and shall, if the 
• • • Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


to March, 1784; and in Irehmd, as Lord Kil- 
warlin, for the county of Down, from June, 
1770, till he hccjuno a peer, Oct. 13, 1793, 
His name will occur fretpicntly in the years 
1798 ct scq. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 
INDIA. 

Additional powers conferred on the Governor-General — Mr. Pitt’s East India 

Bill — Illegal treaties with Native Princes — State of the Company’s troops 

— Lord Cornwallis’s habits and mode of life — Conduct of the date Govern- 
ment — in n.c’-v';'' g Co;.:; -Ci-i-:-i:; ;‘v;; rC Civil 

— Trade v i i. Ci --(i.-cd;;..:-.-^ < .“N.s.'ve 

In preparing this portion of these volumes, it has been found 
extremely difficult to compress the large mass of materials into a 
reasonable compass, and at the same time to give a continuous 
account of the political career of Lord Cornwallis, and to explain 
his motives for the vast changes he introduced. 

In maldng the selection, many interesting letters have been 
inevitably omitted, but this has arisen from a reluctance to increase 
the bulk of the work, and, for the same reason, papers akeady 
published have very seldom been reprinted, except when they were 
necessary, as in the case of the Zemmdari settlement, to complete 
the narrative of the administration of Lord Cornwallis. Some 
others, mostly of great length, have been thrown into the Ap- 
pendix, but they will be found well deserving an attentive 
perusal, by those who deshe accm’ate information of 
which g-uided Lord ComwaUis, or wish to read the v ' ■ c.' 
campaigns. 

Nearly four years had elapsed since Mr. Dundas first sug- 
gested the appointment of Lord Cornwallis as Governor-General 
of India. In the interval great changes had taken place. Addi- 
tional power had been conferred on the Governor-General, and 
various checks were introduced, rendering less probable the 
continuance of the abuses of which complaints had previously 
been so justly made. The great administrative talents, the firm 
decision, and the commanding intellect of Lord CKve^ and Mr. 
Hastings,® had mider all disadvantages, succeeded generally in 

’ r.T: ] TS !.. 

- sCF:- I! -:;.' n. !:■=;:■! 6' Dec. 6, 
i.TiiJ, i. .iug. i-J, I'j ■•■■■.IS twice 

P 2 


^ Eobe: ' 

Dec. 21, ■. 

22, 1774: . " 
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securing for the Chief of the Government, such influence as 
enabled him to can^y his own plans into execution. But in one 
well Imown instance, the designs of Mr. Hastings were overruled 
by colleagues, whose temper and vanity, added to a total igno- 
rance both of the wants of India and of the policy which ought to 
have been pursued, led them effectively to thwart the more ju- 
dicious course which Mr. Hastings was anxious to follow. Wlien, 
however, as too frequently happened, power fell into inferior hands, 
all the vices of the system became prominent ; peculation reigned 
without control, and the rule of the British in India became a 
curse to the country. 

Antecedent to 1773, the Councils at the several Presidencies 
were composed of numerous members, over whom the Governor 
had no positive control. Nor could he or his Council feel any con- 
fidence that the policy adopted one year would not be reversed in 
the next. In those days all the twenty-four Directors were elected 
annually, and the Court of Proprietors more than once availed 
themselves of their powder to change nearly the whole body, 
and thus to oveituin former determinations. To receive large 
dividends was the great object of the Proprietors, and provided 
such were supphed, they cared little by what means the necessary 
resources were obtained. A Clive might refuse to obey their 
directions, but even a Hastings was often compelled to have 
recourse to measures of w^hich he did not approve, in order to 
secure the support of his masters. 

Under the Act of 1773, the Directors were elected for four 
years, six going out annually in rotation. A Governor-General 
and four Councillors were appointed for Port William, with a 
limited autliority over tlie subordinate Presidencies, but the 
Governor- General had no greater power than his colleagues, except 
that when the votes, including his own, were equal, he had the 
power of giving a second, Mr. Hastings was the first Governor- 
General under this Act.^ 

It would be foreign to the object of these pages to discuss his 
administration. He left Calcutta February 8th, 1785, and was 
succeeded by Mr. afterwards Sir John Macpherson.® Meantime 


marrieil. His second marriage, Oct. 1777, 
was with Marian Baroness Inihoff, who had 


June 10, 1786; h. 1745, d’ Jan. 12, 1821. 
He went to India in 1767, and was soon em- 



yolved, m:*’- . ’ • * 

Nabob of ri ■ ■ . ■ - i 

England, r . . . -.i . 

him, and ihe oiners mto riaiuiament. He 
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the affairs of India had excited a strong interest and much party 
feeling at home. Two Committees of the House of Commons had 
been appointed — the one a Select, the other a Secret Committee. 
Twelve reports emanated from the first, and six from the latter, 
drawn up with great ability, and these led to the introduction of 
Mr. Fox’s celebrated Bill in 1783. In the following year Mr. Pitt 
proposed and carried a BiU, differing in many important points 
from Mr. Fox’s. 

Mr. Pitt established a Board of Control, consisting of six Privy 
Councillors, of whom one was to be a Secretary of State acting as 
President. This Board was invested with the superintendence, and 
in fact with the co^'t^ol, of all the civil, military, and 

revenue affans of .■■■c.. and their authority extended to 

rejecting any despatch prepared by the Court of Directors, and 
substituting one drawn up by themselves. 

The mode of electing the Directors, as fixed in 1773, was main- 
tained. But instead of all questions being submitted to the whole 
Court, a Secret Committee, not exceeding three in number, named 
by the Court, was alone to be intrusted with the knowledge of any 
matters requiring secrecy, especially such as related to peace or 
war. 

In en''^^ Pf 9 oir!r>v;r.v there was a Governor and three Members 
of Comn-i*. I'l ' !■:' . as before, having only a castmg vote; 

but the Governor in Council at Fort William had supreme authority 
over Madras and Bombay, and might if necessary even suspend 
any or aU of the governing body in those Presidencies. 

The great new feature in this Bill, was a clause restricting the 
Governor-General in Council, without the express permission of the 
Court of Directors, from declaring or commencing hostilities agamst 
any native prince, or entering into any defensive or offensive treaty, 
which might involve the Company in war; or guaranteeing the 
dominions of any prince, unless hostilities should have been com- 
menced, or preparation made for the attack of the British domi- 
nions, or of those of any prince whose territories had already been 
guaranteed. 

Lord Cornwallis had always felt that the powers conferred on 
the Governor-General by the Act of 1773 were far too limited, 
and tliis, among other reasons, made him reluctant to ar-oopt tluit 
office when tendered to him in 1782. Mor did he iliink' that ilio 
bill of 1784 entirely removed the difficulty, and it was not till he 

Jan.9. ■*7'^^. ’T.?. - 0 stature, and went ty the name of “The 
1779,- 1 -. Gentle Giant.” » 
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was assured by tlie Government that his objections should be obvi- 
ated, that ho finally consented to go to India. 

A bill was accordingly brought in (26 Geo. III. c. 16), but it 
did not receive the royal assent tiU after he had left England. By 
it, the Governor-General and the other Governors were enabled, in 
cases which they considered of emergency, to act without the assent 
of their Councils, and even contrary to their opinion. But dissents 
might be recorded in writing. The nomination also of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to a seat in Council was no longer to be obligatory 
on the Company, but was left permissive, as it had previously been. 

If a retrospective view be taken of the conduct of the Com- 
pany’s servants in India — of their rapacity, their corruption, the 
oppression they exercised, their utter ignorance in many instances 
of the country — ^no powers conferred upon the Governor-General 
could be considered too great. Nor had the Court of Directors 
been exempt Aom blame. Eew had any personal knowledge of 
India. Most were only anxious to ]n’oinot'‘ tlun'r j irrsoHnl objects. 
All, it may be said, revelled in jobs. Tho ciu, ik ih';i'(.;lbrc of the 
Board of Control w^as most important, and ever since that time, this 
system which in theory appears so impracticable, has worked with 
singular advantage to the country. 

Compared with the present temtories of the Company, their 
dominions then were of very limited extent. They li.id Ian lati.ly 
emerged from the position of a company of merchants, trading 
with the natives under permission of the sovereign princes. The 
duties were collected, coins struck, justice administered, under the 
name of the latter, wAo had but a very short time autecedent to 
that of which we are now treating, relinquished their claims. 
Doubts were then — and even to a mnch bib.-r period — ciib il.iiiied. 
whether the jurisdiction of the Company in di-irieis v.ns 

complete, without their authority having been recognised by the 
phantom Shah Alem.^ 

The Presidency of Bombay was confined almost to the island 
on which the town is situated, the adjacent island of Salsette, a 
small extent on the main land, TeUicherry, and a few other dis- 
tricts of little importance. The Presidency of Madras wus more 
extensive ; but Bengal was the only one of the three which could 

> Shall Hem, son of .Aiemcr:” TT. eyes were put out; h. 1723, d. Nor. 19, 

Goher of Clive), ar . :v,- 1806. He was allowed, when the Company 

'I'- ■ ’ ‘ took posso.x’oii of Uiillii ill 1803, to !:;-()Voi'ti 

!. ■■ ■ ■ .. - . '!,■ f that city a'li] a small clii-irii'l: vooiid ir, uiiii 

i-> ;v- suminds were •.'■i. ' ; ■ v. - ; . , 

always ma'u; out ill ms name, mid oiias struck i i i I',; 

V, nil Ills titles. Ho was laken iiasouer m ' ' ■ . v- r.:'. 

1788 hy Cholam Kadir Klnm, by whcitr ■ ■ - , . 
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pay its own expenses, and it had in fact to supply the large defi- 
ciencies of the other two. In it were .] ■ .■ ’.■] provinces, 

the most fertile of which were Bengal. ‘ ■. 

Between these and Bombay, extended a vast region governed 
by independent princes. The Mohammedan rulers, of whom the 
Vizier^ at Lucknow, and the ISTizam at Hyderabad,® were the most 
powerful, still owned the nominal rule of Shah Alem, the unfor- 
tunate descendant of the mighty Timour. They termed them- 
selves his vicegerents, and exercised the right of sovereignty in 
the name of princes, who, fortmiate if they were allowed to retain 
their eyesight, were confined powerless to the narrow pi'ci-iivcr^ of 
a palace, from whence their ancestors had issued (.'rdei’s wliirli no 
one dared to disobey. 

The principal chiefs of the Marathas, were the Peshwa® at 
Poona — HoUvar ^ at Indore — Moodajee Bhonsla,® the Eaja of Berar, 
at NagpDore — and Sindia,® whose camp w^as for many years his 
only home, though he ultimately made Gwahor his residence. 

Besides these powerful sovereigns, the nabobs of the Carnatic 
and of Purruokabad,^ and the Kajas of Travancore® and Tanjore,^° 


^ The Vizier or Nabob of Oude, Asaf ud 
Dowhih, soil of Sliajah ud Dowlah (who was 
■Nabol) ufOu'lu ill the fiuK' of Lord Clive, and 

Ton_ 177''''. flpamipilod from a 


ana was maue auuavmu’ or uuue m nzu oy 
!’ ih ■.v?'! 1 r-.r-'i Shr.h. AsafndDow- 

2 Asaf Jah, or Nizam Ali, was a younger 
son of the prince of the same name, who was 
Viceroy of Uie Deccan, and made himself inde- 


d. Aug. 6, 1803, at Hyderabad. 

” • . ’ . ‘ • il 18, 1774, 

an officer in 
5 chosen by 

Ahalya Bai, as well known for her private 
virtues as for the admirable manner in which 
she governed her temtories, to command her 
forces, tor winch he paid a nuzzer of 15,02,000 
rupees to the Peshwa’s niiiusters. He ulti- 
mately , :■!■.:• : ..•! ; ; a’. ■=! ■ --'v”. He 

died Ai_-. !:•■= Ron, 

Jcswum ..■■■ t, ,- i ..■'-.'’tude, 

sutunded to lu& louci, ind was engaged in 

' -■■■■■■■. i- ’of Sanogi 

”1 ' , ; > > I lul adopted 

his nephew as his heir, but on banogi’s death 


V. '.I 11;-. 0:: I '-' k dh, 

was in the battle of Assaye, where he ran 
away; d. March 22, 1816. 

® Madajee Sindia, an illegitimate son of 
Eanoji Sindia, who had originally been a 


1794, and was succeeded by his great -nephew, 
Dowlah Eao Sindia. 

7 More commonly, but improperly, called 
the Nabob of Arcot. Mohammed Ali was 
” ” “'•he English in 1755 ; 

j iboh in 1783. He 
was murdered soon after by bis eldest son, 
who ’.1 ■. r . ■' ■■ : i. i. .- • ’ f: 

at Li;;'-.-. I ■ I:;-.' . li ■■■■■■ ''i 
Khan, ■. u 

Trav c - ; . ■ . ■ 

gone) ■' :.■■■, i’ , ■ ' ' r 

sruvorncsi ;!s Eogi'-nt'!. But that was not the 
ca-^i; in lliis insraiu'c. 

• ® Ameer Sing, d. April, 1802; deposed in 
1798. 
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possessed considerable territories on the coasts of the Carnatic and 
of Malabar, and in tbe soutbern extremity of the peninsula. But 
the most important and dangerous- of all the princes was Tippoo,’ 
who inherited his father’s bitter enmity towards the English, without 
either his civil or military talents. 

At the time Lord Cornwallis assumed the direction of affairs, 
Tippoo was ’ :’i -.r ■■ attack upon Travancore, wliich led 

to his disasters in and became the primary cause of his 

total overthi-ow in 1799. 

The various states into wliich India was divided, t '--- 
at war with each other, and often mutually called ! ; j ■■ ■ ■ i i ■ i ' ■ ■ . ; = 

for aid against their adversaries. In very few cases had this assist- 
ance been given, and it was equally the wish of the Ministers in 
England and of the Court of Directors, that all such interference 
should cease. Practically there ivas in most of the important 
Courts an English resident, whose advice in critical cases was fre- 
quently solicited and generally followed, but the position of some 
of these residents was to a certain degree embarrassing. 

Up to the time of Lord Cornwallis’s arrival in India, the Com- 
pany did not assume compkt--- f- -1 They admitted that, 

with certain inconsiderable • x-- ; li- ;!- • i i their territories as 

a kind of feudatories of t!‘. • 'b "i" .'■•me other nominal 

great power, to wLom tribute was paid, and offerings tendered on 
the accession of a new prince or other important occasions, in the 
same manner as xvas done by the real native subject. 

Lord Cornwallis before long put a stop to this practice) 
ordered that nothing should be done wliich savoured of depen- 
dence, and that if at any time a present were offered, it should 
never be as an admission of inferiority. He insisted that the 
Governor-General sliould be treated in every respect as the equal, 
at least, of every ruler, and that no chouth or other payments should 
be made by the Company to any native prince, except such pesh- 
kush as had been fixed by treaty, and made one of the stipulations 
on the um-eserved surrender of territories. 

Lord Cornwallis did not amve at Calcutta till the beginning of 
September, 1786. He had of course no previou- kr.-.w- 

ledge of the mighty empire over which he was i ■ i. !■-. 

he was necessarily ignorant of the manners, usages, and language 
of the country. For information therefore, he was obliged to rely 
on his Council and his subordinate officers. Of these, so many 
were either pledged to the erroneous policy of his predecessors, or 

1 The dat.:; 0 “' Tirr-.Vjl.h-th l.s Colonel Wilks fixes it in Jan. 1753. Killed 

By some i! ■.;> fed i-.- iJ-,! in the storm of Seringapatam May 4, 1799. 


1786. 


ILLEGAL TEEATIES. 


217 


were implicated in the" malversations wliicli had so extensively pre- 
vailed, that he had no little difficulty in selecting able and honest 
advisers. Fortunately among the residents at the native courts, 
were some men of superior talent, especially Mr. Malet ^ and Mr. 
Anderson.^ From these he rec^eivcd valuable assistance, while for 
matters connected with revenue, his principal reliance was on Mr. 
Shore.^ 

The first question to which Lord Cornwallis directed his atten- 
tion was one which admitted of no delay. Mr. Macpherson, who 
as has already been stated succeeded Mr. Hastings, had availed 
himself of his short-lived power to enter into treaties (as illegal as 
they were prejudicial to the interests of the Company) with several 
of the native princes then at war wuth Tippoo, and especially with 
the Marathas. The Court of Directors strongly reprobated this 
conduct,^ and Lord Cornw^aUis immediately proceeded to relieve 
the Company from these engagements. So quickly did he decide 
upon the course advisable to be pursued, that his determination 
was communicated to the several princes early in October. 

The investigation of the gross jobs and corrupt practices which 
had disgraced former governments, occupied much time, and the 
inquiries were not completed till the following year. 

The endeavours made by some of the creditors of the Vizier, to 
obtain official interference to enforce their claims, brought the 
whole subject of these debts under the notice of Lord CornwaUis, 
who not only refused any aid, but called on Mr. Dundas to pursue 
a similar course. He was equally desirous, in the case of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, to leave his creditors to recover their debts 
as they could ; but, although he was not aware of the fact, this 
question had already been settled by the Court of Directors and 
the Board of Control, who had decided that the Nabob should pay 
a fixed sum — a very large one — ^through Commissioners appointed 
to investigate the various claims.® 


^ Mr., a^1ter^yards Sir Charles Warre Malet, 
Bart. ; so created Feb. 12, 1791 ; b. 1753, d. 

tmie iiesiUeut ac Poona. 

w r..-.!.. r. .-i.i; r;‘ l.or; i-.s 

a lord of session. 

? -- 1;, - O’- 


Fsq., of Teignmouth. h or some years memoer 


of the Supreme Council in Bengal, and Go- 
vernor-General from Oct. 1793 to Mai-ch, 
1798. ^ ^ A c' , ^ 



tion, limt Dv a couimiiico at Mauras, wuicu 
Kit from it’s;") to 1791 without completing 
Liicir task : and a 'terwanis by a commission in 
I.o’id.nii nominated in 18(i5, and assisted by 
another commission at Madras ; an annual sum 
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No measure of any public importance was brought forward this 
year, and as the peace of India was not disturbed, so lar at least as 
the British dominions were concerned, Lord Cornwallis was able to 
deyote his attention to the important subject of the revenue, and 
to pave the way for the immense changes which he ultimately 
effected in that branch of administration. 

Eael Coknwallis to Loan Sydney. 

My dear LOBD, Madras, Aug, 24, 1786. 

You will be glad to hear that I have hitherto had a most 
■nvnoperouo aud expeditious voyage. Sir Jolm Dalling’s health has 
];„ii laeii ;:i and he had determined to come home before he 
hoard of liis recall : I likewise hear that Sloper has been ill. The 
most perfect harmony subsists here ; no Governor ever was more 
popular than Sh A. Campbell. I have received a letter from Mac- 
phersou, promising the most zealous assistance and support. 

I am, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 

My deaeest Charles, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1786. 

When you receive this letter yon will have been almost a 
year without hearing from me, hut I trust you will not have forgot 
me. I Jim ahvay.s thinking of yon with the greatest anxiety. I have 
no fear hut for your health. If that is good I am sure eveiything 
else will be right. You must write to me by every opportunity, and 
longer letters than I -write to you ; for I have a great deal more 
business every day than you have on a whole school-day, and I 
never get a holiday. 

I have rode once upon an elephant, but it is so like going in a 
cart that you would not think it very agreeable. Give my compli- 
ments to Mr, Hayes.^ I shall be very glad to hear his account of 
you. God bless and preserve you, and send ns a happy meeting. 

Y'om: most truly affectionate father, ‘ 

Cornwallis. 

of 8,40,00" 1 ’ > ■■■ "n-.-'""'., being debt, that Mr. Burke made bis celebrated 

allotted to ■ T' eycom- speech, Feb. 28, 1785, but which at the time 

pleted their ■ - i- Some ;■ 1 

’ " ^ ' .cmpted, ;■;■■■. 

. 10,0001. a.ns!d.‘;v.l a umao -MiiA'. 

■ ■■■ ■■ ' .. Itwas M'iiarle:, Ilayc.i, d. Mav," i MlS ; m. Miss 

■ ■ ■ • • gistered Briggs, of Eton. 
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Eakl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

DeAE SIE, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1786. 

You will see that we are got into a very awkward, foolish 
scrape, by offering assistance to the Marattas ; how we shall get 
out of it with hononr God knows ; bnt out of it we must get some 
how, and give no troops. I am not prepared to give an opinion 
about the Convention ^ with the French ; it is very unpopular here. 
Macpherson says it is as much so in the French settlements. 

Sloper has been and is stOl very ill ; bnt he is ^ ■. iCi 

his recall. He is however, nearly single in that ■'■■■■: \ ■ ■; i- 
rode Macpherson without mercy. Many jobs must be undone with 
as much delicacy as possible. Macjiherson is perfectly cordial, 
and all promise a most hearty support. 

Believe me, &o., 

CoimiVALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 


My dear LOED, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1786. 

I shall only mention one thing to you now, relative to Captain 
Monson.® I had heard that he was appointed aide-de-camp to 
Sloper by your recommendation, and for that reason intended, if I 
liked Ms character, to continue him in my family. From what I 
heard of him at Madras, I was convinced that I could not make 
In'm my j.: " d ■■■■.;■ ’ .1 when I arrived here I was astonished to 

hear thar ■" --i ■. l i -. i_. i ■ get rid of Mm, and partly to imt money 
in Ms po -\ :.' ■■! i i I'.pon Macphor-on to let him go to the 

Nizam, to offer his service to liim. .Slopi.r and Macpherson 

are so ashamed of the transaction, that they wiU not own that they 
have given him any recommendation, but I am perfectly sure that 
they have done it. The sending of a cajitain in the King’s service, 
and aide-de-camp to the Commander-in-Chief, to serve in the 
Nizam’s army agamst Ms enemies, is as much, though not as effec- 


1 This convention was concluded at the 
Maxiritius, and contained vaiious stipulations 


Lord Monson; p— . 

1807 ; m. Jiui. . ■ . 

Do1:=iuii:iire, E^.i. M.P. for Lincoln from Dec. 

1 .:il T 1 TT, t a ] 


in the subsequent pages. 

“ Captain, afterwards Colonel the Hon. 
William Monson, younger son of Jolm, 2nd 


of .Tulv .and Aug. I PO L who;.' Ins ei>r|is, coii- 
sisting oi ahout tecO Liiropeaiis aii'i .hm') 
sepoys, was almost .■utirelv i.;esLio\-L,l by 
Holkar. 
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tually, taking part in tke war as if we had sent Iiim 10,000 men. 
I liave therefore been under the necessity of sending liim orders to 
join his regiment immediately. I wisli this to be explained to his 
himi]}-. i(‘Si tlionld think I had used him ill. 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
BeAE James, Calcutta, Sept, 18, 1786. 

I did not intend writing to you by this packet, but as its 
sailing is deferred for some hom-s, I tliink it will be some pleasiue to 
you to see under my hand that I am well, and that I flatter myself 
that I shall be able to render some essential service in this country. 
I can give no guess how I can manage my own affaii's, as I have not 
yet begun housekeeping. Benuttances will be uncertain as to 
time ; in my situation 1 must be nice in the mode ; I am sure that 
I must live vastly within my income ; but we are paid half in 
money and half in certificates, which, although they bear 8 per 
cent, interest, are at 13 per cent, discount ; in two or three months 
I shall be able to write more fully on this subject. I long much 
to hear from England, yet I dare hardly hope to do it in less than 
three or four months. They flatter us with cooler weather in 
another month ; at present nothing can be hotter. I have written 
to Brome — there all my hopes are fixed ; if he continues well, I 
shall broil in comfort. Your truly affectionate brother, 

COENWALLIS. 

The singular confederacy of the Marathas is described at great 
length by Duff, to whose work the reader is referred for the details 
of t-irb- .h •.'■■1 ’ ■-! ■■■; . which are there most accm'ately given. 
Th( !:■ i ' the Eaja of Sattara.* He was a mere 

pageant, spending an indolent life at Sattara, in utter inactivity, 
and destitute of power, in fact in such strict seclusion, that it 
almost amounted to restraint. Like Shah Alem, he was the counter- 
part of the Eois Faineants of France, when Charles Martel and his 
father governed under the humble title of Maires du Palais. 

The real authonty was exercised hy the Peshwa, a title wliich, 
literally rraiishiLed, moans "he who stands before.” He was nomi- 
nally only the Prime Minister of the Eaja, but practically all the 

1 The Raja of Sattara in 1786 was Shaho which thor w''vr- h.-pt. .-iEcult to 

Raja, the i\floptc(l son of his prcdocossor R.am ;;in. Ic;:-;- ah i-.i 0 c-.). 

Raja, who ditid in 1777. Tlic bcclusion in 
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Maratlia cliiGfs |)aid liim obedionce mor© or less strict. Sivagi, 

the founder of the Maratha. statft. di<l pncsaQ^o. pi-'fi 

success-^' rrrtia^V r- ■!. ■■■ . '' ! i:"' j’- -li-...!. 

Balaji it;: !*.! ■. all the power of the government, jje con- 

verted a large portion of the Maratha territories into a state really 
independent, and fixed his residence at Poona. On his death in 
June, 1761, he was succeeded successively by Ins two sons, Madho 
Eao, and Narain Eao.‘ The posthumous son of the latter, Mahdoo 
Bao ISTarain, became the legitimate Peshwa. 

Other Maratha chiefs followed the example of Balaji Baji Bao, 
and made themselves practically independent, though still nomi- 
nally subservient to the Baja of Sattara, or rather to the Peshwa, 
AU of them were perpetually making war upon each other ; but if 
assailed by any foreign power, they generally united and made 
common cause against the enemy. Their territories were gra- 
dually absorbed, one by one, by the Company, and there now 
remains hardly a single independent Maratha chief, the descendants 
of Holkar, Sindia, and the G-aekwars, resident at Indore, Gwalior, 
and Baroda® perhaps excepted. But even they retain only portions 
of the possessions of their ancestors, and are in the class of Pro- 
tected Princes. 


Mixute of the Governor-General. 


[Extract.] 

Sept. 27, 1786. 

Having now hnd the paper.? relating to the late negocia- 
tions between this (lovcrriiin-.-iit and the Marattas, I feel myself 
most forcibly called upon to request that tliis Board wiU reconsider 
them in the most serious manner. That the offer, through our 
Besident at Poona, to grant an assistance of troops from Bombay 
to the Peshwa, proceeded from the warmest anxiety for the public 
good, I am firmly persuaded ; but I am clearly of opinion, that if 


• ^ Madho Rao was h. Aug. 1744, d. Not. 
18, 1772 ; Narain Eao b, 1755, murdered 
Aug. 30, 1773. At his death, his uuele 
Ragonath tried to he Peshwa, but the birth 
of Mahdoo Kao Narain prevented him from 
obtaining that dignity. He was however in 
pos.sesaion of the real authority, but after the 
treaty of Salbye he was obliged to retire into 
private life, and died early in 1784. The 
direction of affairs then devolved on Nana 
Furnaveze. Mahdoo Rao Narain was succeeded 
byr. 'P ■ r. ■ ■ 

in . ■ , : ■ ■.■■■■ 

Dec. 4, 1796, and with him terminated the 
dominion of the Peshwas, when he was de- 


posed, June 3, 1818, by Lord Hastings. His 
adopted son is Nana Sahib, whose atrocities 
at Cawnpore have (Sept. 1857) given him 

^ !■■ ■■. Dumnaji 

d. in 1768. His eldest son Syagi was suppose 
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performed, it would amount to a direct breacli of tlie late treaty 
of peace with. Tippoo Sultan, in the first article of which, the 
contracting parties engage that “they will not directly or indi- 
rectly assist the enemies of each other and it would be no less 
acting in defiance of the Act of 24th Geo. III. I cannot consider 
the Erench, or any other intriguers that we know of, as in any 
degree approaching to the spu’it of the above exception. It is 
unnecessary to examine the policy of a measure we are not at 
liberty to adopt: we cannot give the three battalions without 
going to war ; we cannot go to war without offending the laws of 
our country. It is therefore high time to extricate ourselves from 
our present critical and dangerous situation, the continuance of 
wlrich will not only give the most just grounds of offence to Tippoo, 
but will probably produce a quarrel with the Poona ministers, who, 
by Mr. Malet’s letter to the Governor-General of the 2nd of June, 
aheady express a diffidence of our sincerity. I beg leave, there- 
fore, to propose to the Board, that we should avail ourselves of the 
opportunity of the change in the Government to draw a distinct 
line for our own future conduct, and that I should be dhected to 
write to the Peshwa accordingly. 


Earl Cornwallis to Charles Waree Malet, Esq., Resident at Poonah. 
Sir, Calcutta, Sept. 27, 1786. 

I am free to confess to you, that upon my taking charge of 
this Government, it gave me great concern to be informed of the 
nature of the late negociations with the Court at which you reside ; 
for, whilst Tippoo Sultan observes on his part the treaty with the 
Company, we are forbid by that treaty, as weU as by Act of Parlia- 
ment, to give assistance directly or indirectly to his enemies. We 
are in an unpleasant dilemma. By our offer of aid we have given 
cause of complaint to Tippoo ; and by our not making good that 
offer, I much apprehend that we shall offend the Poonah adminis- 
tration. Under aU these circumstances however, the Board has 
resolved to adopt the measure of a strict adherence to subsisting 
treaties ; and we hope that while ISTana Furnaveze ^ and the other 
Ministers are inclined to be angry at the disappointment, they 
will not refuse their approbation of this proof of oiu’ spirit of 


1 Nana Fumaveze. His real name was 
Balaji Janardan. Fumaveze, or correctly 
Pliar-Naws, is a title equivalent to superin- 
tendent of financial accounts. He was the 
i (■' i’.,. Peshwa, Madlio 
:1' ■■■ I h'.s ■ s.-.i:'.;-; : i.-l supported them 

ui;-!.. I;.-..::!.:... But he was 


subsequently reconciled to Raghoha’s son, 
" " " ” ' ’ ' minister. He died 

- ■■ . ■ ■ had for forty years 

■ the conduct of the 
Aim-atna govemmeuu, lie was a man of le- 
mariahle talent and skill. 
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justice. Inclosed is a letter to tlie Peshwa/ conformable to tbe 
above resolution ; and yon will please to deliver it in tlie proper 
manner by tbe earliest opportunity. Yon wall at tbe same time 
accompany it with a (leclaration in tbe most civil terms, that, 
having tbe most friendly disposition towards tbe Pesbwa and tbe 
Mabratta State, and tbe bigbest esteem for tbe character of Nana 
Furnaveze, it has given me tbe utmost pain, to find myseK under 
tbe necessity of commencing my administration with a measure, 
upon wliicb it is possible to put any other construction; but I 
can allow no consideration to operate with me in competition with 
tbe preservation of tbe faith of treaties, and obedience to tbe laws 
of our country. You will, I am sensible, have a delicate part to 
act upon this critical occasion. But horn yom: abilities and 
address, I entertain great hopes of your being able to make this 
. communication without occasioning a breach of tbe Mendly inter- 
course between tbe two Governments. You will add to any other 
expedient that may occur to yoiu’self, towards smoothing a matter 
probably in itself disagreeable, that horn tbe high opinion I have 
of tbe power of tbe Mabratta empire, I cannot bring myself to 
believe that they have any serious danger to apprehend from such 
an enemy as Tippoo. But should such danger arise from tbe in- 
terference of any Em’opean Power against them, this Government 
wiU be ready to consider how far they can then venture to take 
vigorous and effectual stej)s for their protection and support. I 
also wish you to give tbe strongest assurances to the young Peshw^a 
of my warm attachment to his person, and to inform Mm that I 
have already given orders to search for tbe lai’gest and tbe 
smallest elephant in tMs country, and when found, I shall beg 
leave to present them to liim. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant James Anderson, Resident with 
Madajee Scindia. 

SiK, ' Oct. 2, 1786. 

As we could not in the opinion of the Board give a military 
aid to the Mabrattas without a breach of tbe late treaty with 
Tippoo, and of tbe Act of Parliament 24th Geo. III., it has been 
thought expedient to extricate ourselves from that embarrassing 
iu'gO(.u'atiou by tbe circumstance of my arrival, and that I should 
write tbe letter to the Pesbwa, of wMch a copy is enclosed. Soon 

1 This letter only conveyed the substance of the rainute of Sept, 27, and is therefore not 
printal. 
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after our resolutions on tHs subject were passed, we received a 
letter from Mr. Malet, dated tbe 21st of August, wbicli has induced 
us to give him. some discretionary power respecting the delivery of 
the letter to the Peshwa. Should he have received certain informa- 
tion that Tippoo has committed any open act of hostility against 
any British possessions, the letter to the Peshwa is to be withheld 
entirely ; should he be persuaded that the negociations are likely to 
terminate in a speedy peace, he is at liberty to delay the delivery 
of the letter as long as it can be done without his being driven 
to give an evasive answer, or convey to the Mahrattas the smallest 
hopes of assistance. Mr. Malet has been directed to give you 
notice two or three days previous to the delivery of the letter to 
the Peshwa, that you may be properly apprized of his intention, 
and take an opportunity of communicating it to Madajee Scindia. 
Being unable to form an opinion to my satisfaction on the probable, 
effect of the measure we have adopted on the mind and schemes 
of Scindia, it has been thought prudent, instead of writing to him- 
self, to leave it to your discretion to communicate the substance of 
onr resolution, at the time and in the manner you may think most 
proper, after having received notice from Mr. Malet that my letter 
is to be delivered to the Peshwa; and you may n-'''*'^mpany the 
communication with assurances of our most sincere r ..ov-: i;i li* 
ourselves restrained by our duty to our country, from giving those 
proofs that may have been expected from us, of our earnest concern 
for the prosperity and welfare of the Mahratta State. 

I am, &c., 

CORNWALIJS. 


Minute of the Goveenoe-Geneeal, 

Oct. 2, 1786. 

The petition received from Mr. Fraser at our last meeting 
in this department, has led me to apprehend that it has been 
sometimes the practice of this Board, to interfere between his 
Excellency the JSTabob-Yizier and his private creditors in a manner 
which, in my opinion, is highly inexpedient and improper, and 
unwarranted by the nature of our connexion with him ; I therefore 
beg leave to move, that it may be resolved that the Secretary 
should be ordered to convey our positive instructions to the agent 
at Lucknow, that he shall not in future solicit the Vizier or his 
ministers for the payment of private debts ; and to the accountant, 
that he must on no pretence receive any money, except on account 
of this Government. Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to H. R. H. the Duke of York. 

SiRj Calcutta, Nov, 10, 1786. 

In tlie pursuit of military knowledge in wkicli I left your 
Eoyal Higliness, under the great authorities of Potsdam and » 
Brunswick, I can hardly hope that a letter dated Calcutta will 
meet with a favourable reception. But as I formerly took the 
liberty of telling your Eoyal Highness that every part of the 
British army had an equal claim to yom- care and patronage, and 
tliat we could not allow you to belong to any particular corps, so 
I must now consider you as the person who is one day to have the 
dhection of the whole force of Britain, I ''ii ■/ t'l p.-;iod, 

I will not be aftaid to say, that even oi.:- I..-: i.i- y ■ ■. i be 

below your notice and inquiry. The intense heat and the un- 
healthiness of the cHmate are much against aE military discipline ; 
yet I was astonished at the good appearance of the part of the 
King’s troops which I saw on the coast of Coromandel : the 71st » 
regiment would be esteemed a good one in any part of Europe. I 
was assured that some of the others were by no means inferior. 

The East India Company’s artillery are very fine, but their 
European infantry, on whom the defence of these valuable pos- 
sessions may one dry d-w i’d. i.v • in r. ’iri’etched state. 

The Sepoys, ■..mI'.'. ih --L ii.--- ii::- men, and would not 

in size disgrace the Prussian ranks; Tl .. -1 t:. i-.- ..f'. 
of their courage and patience in be,.:r i* n:t<l ! ::i 

from the little I have hitherto seen of them, I have no favourable 
idea of their discipline. 

Your Eoyal Highness well knows that all troops are gpod or 
bad, according to the merit and exertion of their officers. In the 
Company’s service many of these are deserving and well-informed, 
pni-Loi-q pmv i^nvo been more in the practice of judging and 
i i' r :! ■ than officers who have served in a less exten- 

sive field. But the mamspring has been always wanting — they 
have had no head to look up to ; the promotion of rank has always 
gone by seniority ; and the lucrative commands have been given to 
those who have had interest. Consequently there has been no spur 
to merit. 

Idle Company’s officers have no re^ments or governments to 
look forward to : few constitutions can stand this climate many 
yc.ui-.-i. If (hey CcUiiioi saxe Svmic money, they must go home with- 
om, rank oj- |»iiy, cojidc-nuu.-il lo disiN'i.-e and beggary. Under these 
circumstances the most rigid General must relax a little, and suffer 
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practices that are in some degree repugnant to the nice feelings of 
a soldier. In regard to the general state of our affairs in India, 
the power giyen to the Governor-General, however it may now be 
misplaced, is the only chance of saving this country. Mr. Fox’s 
plan would have ruined all. The state of our finances is alarming, 
the difficulties are infinite ; I feel that the whole may go to ruin in 
myhiiiids but T do not despair. I will not fail in my duty ; I 
-liiill v (•■ ■inmit many errors, but I trust to the candid judg- 

iiici'.i: ol' my h'iiig and country, winch I have aheady so honourably 
experienced. 

I am. Your Eoyal Highness’s 

Most faitliful and most devoted servant, 

COENWALLIS. 


Eael Cornwallis to Lord Sydney, 

My DEAB Lord, Calcutta, Nov. 13, 1786. 

My letters to the Court of Directors and to the Secret Com- 
mittee, contain so ample a detail of everything that I have as yet 
come to the knowledge of in tliis country, that I camiot give you 
fuller information. The climate has hitherto agreed with me, and 
has now become much pleasanter, although what I have as yet seen 
of the cold season would appear a very hot season in your part of 
the world. My life is not a very agi’eeable one, but I have ven- 
tured to leave off a good deal of the buckram, which rather im- 
proves it. Sloper is much recovered, and will sail next month. 
My kindest compliments and best wishes to Lady Sydney and all 
youi- toily. I 

COENWALLIS. 


Lord Comwalhs had .i girrit dislike to form and ceremony, and 
not only in India, but wlicyi-ow.-r (Le he was employed, dispensed 
with it as much as possible, only appearing in state, when public 
reasons rendered it necessary for him to do so. His habit and 
mode of life in India, probably contributed much to preserve liis 
health. He rose very early, and took a long ride before breakfast 
on a hard trotting horse, attended by one companion (almost always 
his military secretary, Colonel Hoss) and a single groom. He never 
cared for good living, and with the exce]ffion perhaps of one glass 
of wine, drank nothing but water at (iim)er. i'ii'e;u:l.y life the 
universal practice of the day had accustomed him to hard drinking, 
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but lie bad given it up many years before be went to India, where 
(and during tbe remainder of bis life) bis daily allowance was a 
moderate quantity of claret after cbnner ; and tins, according to tbe 
custom of tbe tinie, was drunli; very slowly. 

One specimen of Oriental writing, with tbe flowery answer Lord 
Cornwallis was compelled to make, is inserted in tbe Appendix. 

Eaul Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henrv Dundas. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

DeAE SiE,- Calcutta, Not. 15, 1786. 

You recollect tliat I am writing confidentially to you and 
Mr. Pitt, and to nobody else. I depend on your secrecy, and will 
not conceal from you tliat tbe late Government bad no autbority, 
and tbe grossest frauds were daily committed before tbeir faces ; 
tbeu’ whole conduct, and aU tbeir pretensions to economy, except 
in tbe reduction of salaries, was a scene of delusion. I suspect 
even that tbe opium and other contracts, tbe terms of which appear 
so advantageous, are not calculated to promote tbe real interests of 
tbe Company ; and I am sure that tbe contractor for Oude cloths 
and Oude indigo, -was saddled with friends not very distant fr’om 
tbe Government House. You will see in tbe letters from tbe 
Board previous to my arrival, a plan for obtaining lUabad ^ fr'om 
the Yizier, to which be bad spnit enough to make a successful re- 
sistance. Unless I see some new lights, I shall not revive it ; I at 
proseut think tbo advantages of om* possessing that post very doubt- 
lid^ iind ; fim sure it was intended as a scene of gross peculation at 
tbe expense of the Vizier and bis government. It would be a 
needless and indeed an endless task, for me to pursue this topic 
from Luclmow to tbe coast. It is sufficient that yoji should know 
that I have tbe will as veil ;is Ibc iiower jo con-cct it. 

Tbe abilities of Mr. Shore, and lib Knowii-dgc- in every branch 
of tbe business of this country, and the very high character which 
be bolds in the settlement, render bis assistance to me invaluable ; 
you will l ii'dlv coiuxmc that he has beljied me much in tbe papers 
relative lo il!-;: l.’iviu:)! claims and tbe finances. Stuart® is an 
1-. man, perfectly well disposed to me. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

: 

. ■ ■ - . of 

7(’: RVr.C-r-: h. 1743, d. May 

I, 

Q 2 


1 Ilia > ‘ I <; Y.-." 

soldbv';' !■ ,' ■ 7.5 r:. 

Nalwl) of Onda, I'nt. roiitinnod to be occupied 

’ , ■ - . T’"^ - — T to have 

■ . . i well as 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Colonel Fox. 

Dear Pox Calcutta, Xov. 16, 1786. 

You will be glad to bear tliat on tlie whole I find my situation 
here, both public and private, as well as I could reasonably expect. 
The army in Bengal is in a most wretched state, particularly the 
Europeans ; you can conceive nothing so bad. I saw the 71st at 
Madras, looking exceedingly well, perfectly fit for service, and, indeed, 
in every respect above par ; I am told some others of the King’s regi- 
ments were as good ; tliat shows it is possible. The weather was so 
hot when I was at Madras, and my stay was so short, that I could not 
visit any of the country cantonments. Sloper has been very iU ; 
he is dis23leased at his recall, but I think he could not have lived 
another year. His intentions when he caine out, were I believe 
perfectly upright, but the number of hungry dependents that he 
brought with him, have forced him into jobs that are totally un- 
warrantable, that have made him excessively unpoj)ular, and that 
I am iiiidi:r tl"' disagvcoalhi nocc.-filv or undoing before his face. 
He ( r ioolv c.iv >i( j.- iow.-mU di-cipliuing the .■■n-iiiy. Excuse this 
hasty scmnl ; \»>n rriiiiH !iO'\ and then haM..- a Ii:a: (lilier from Boss 
or me, but I expect to hear from you often, as I think you have the 
most leisure of the two. Eemember me to our friend Charles 
Lennox, and present my best compHments to the Duke. 

Yours, my dear Fox’ 

Very sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Nov. le, i786. 

. . . The finances will require your primary and most 
serious attention. You will long since have been informed, that 
the jilan formed last year for inducing the Company’s creditors 
in India to transfer their demands to Europe, has not succeeded to 
any considerable extent, and the statements which I now transmit, 
will sufSciently explain to . you the necessity of immediately 
adopting another (if you have not aheady done it) equally cal- 
culated to promote the proposed object, and more likely to be 
acceptable in this country. 

It is needless for me to enlarge upon topics that are obvious to 
your own discernment, and of which you daily experience the 
effects ; wlnle our unavoidable expensive estahlislimeiits, the interest 
due upon our debts, and the demands from the other Presidencies, 


1786. 


VISITS OF NATIVE MINISTEES. 


229 


absorb the produce of the revenues, a considerable investment can 
only be made by fresh issues of paper. By this mode the evil, 
though protracted, is increased. It exhibits a delusive appear- 
ance of wealth, which cannot be supported, and by a temporary 
accommodation entails permanent distresses. You may depend 
upon the strictest attention and most rigid economy in all pubhc 
disbursements, and in obtaining the different articles of supplies 
wanted for the public service, but I cannot flatter you with any 
expectations of drawing new resources by the further retrenchment 
of salaries or establishments. It does not appear to me that your 
pecuniary embarrassments can be substantially reheved by any 
ifieans practicable in this country ; and convinced as I am of this 
truth, to conceal it would be criminal. I am far however horn 
deeming the evd insurmountable ; on the contrary, I think the 
means of removing it are in your power. 

. . . Many of connected with this 

Government, have to visit Calcutta since 

my arrival. The Vizier proposed to come in person, but pressed 
in the strongest manner for leave to send his Minister, Hyder Beg 
Khan with the latter request I thought proper to comply. Tliis 
Minister is described to me as a man of uncommon abilities, 
and he no doubt exercises at present the whole power of the 
ViziVs Government. The particular object on their part, of his 
mission has not yet been signified to me, and I will not venture 
positively to predict what advantages we may derive from it ; but 
I shall be at pains to impress Hyder Beg Khan with a conviction, 
that we have no design but that of promoting the real interests of 
the Vizier, which we look uf '-r ■?.- f’r.-T our own, and 

that while he conducts his i' . i princijple, he 

may depend upon the protection and support of this Government. 
I have had the most unfavourable representations of the manage- 
ment of the finances, and of the state of the Courts of Justice in the 
coimtry of Oude. It will be a principnl object with me to endeavour 
to obtain a promise from Hyder !5-.-g Kisn’i, r.o use his utmost exer- 
tions to correct the abuses of both. 

Mahomet Eeza Khan, ® and Sadut Ali Khan, ® are here upon 

^ Hyder Beg Khan had been minister of the 
Nabob of Onde from the time of Hastings, 

He died July, 1792. He was a most able and 
intelligent man. 

2 Mahomed Eeza Khan, a nobleman of 
M --M 11. 1 ’yih F. ’•-h 

•lie Ere 1VV2 .u.i lV7ii h-'. 


descendants still live, and 
of Chilpoor. 

3 rfadiit Ah Khan 


caiied Nabobs 
a brother of Asuf ud 
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visits merely t'h'^ Nabob Mobarick iidDowlab^ 

has been so &.=■■ ■ i- ' ■!: ' for leave to come to Calcutta 

for a short time, that I have been forced to consent to receive him, 
and I expect him here in a few days. But I have been principally 
embarrassed by the pressing instances of the Shah Zada ® for a 
personal interview, which, though in vain, as you will see by our 
correspondence, I was at pains to decline, and I take for granted 
that he will be here in the course of next month. I shall ceriainly 
receive and ' r-'p'-'-t and the gveatest kindness 

but I have i •• ■,! : to expect many of the 

outward ceremonials usually paid in this country to the princes of 
the house of Timur, as they would not only be extremely hksome 
to me pei^onally, but also, in my opinion, improper to be submitted 
to by the Governor-General at the seat of your Government. The 
whole political use that may be derived ?■ ' ' V ’- at 

uncertain, but there may arise some i'' 

gain his affection and attachment ; in the mean time you need not 
be afraid of my contracting any inconvenient engagements with 
him. 

I think it also incumbent on me to state to you, that the abuses 
or neglects in recruiting your Europeans, appear to be scandalous, 
and ff not corrected, may endanger the safety of your possessions 
hi this quarter of the globe : the best men being picked froiff the 
whole of the recruits for the artilleiy, that corps both here and at 
Machas is in a good and serviceable state, but the other European 
regiments are in very bad « •■’’i.'"- o in numbers, and 

many of those numbers consisting of foreigners, sailors, invalids, or 
men under the proper size for military services. Even the recruits 
of last season, though said to be better than usual, have proved to 
be very msufficient in number for completing the establishment, 
and the proportion of sailors and vagrants among them was so 
great, that no less than 62 have deserted from Fort William alone 
in the course of the last two months. Besides these, another class 
of recraits has been sent that have been parficulr;rly oral i.-iriv-'d !;;.•■ 
to us, and wliich could only have happened by the most shameful 
connivance of some of the people employed in your recruiting 

Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, at whose deatli Vi- the English Governor entrusted him to the 
zier Ali was made Nabob, but when tlio latter care of Mani Begum, the second wife of his 
’ ■ ’ • - father, but not his mother. 

. ■ 2 m 1; 7 ’ _ ’:i. TTj. 

iv.lldu Niiiinl) : d. Jui\ 11, mi-l.. nnmi ■•'.I; .■ , ‘ 

’^.Mobai'iok I’.d Dov.-lali, son oi' Uivr .laiiler, Shah Alem, b. 1740. Having vainly endoa- 
b. ilb!-!: (1. s!:c:ri".leiiiii.--LroiiiL'r voured to restore the fallen fortunes of ids 

Svifi I'd Dov/i.ib, Jhir.-li Iv', I77ii. As .be was family, he retired to Benares, where he died 
a Imy \^hi.;i iic risfvii-.kd ilie mu.-.ii:ni. May, 1788. 
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service; I mean gentlemen (among whom there are even some 
half-pay King’s officers) who never meant to serve, and indeed, are 
unfit for the duties of private soldiers, but who procm’ed themselves 
to be enrolled as recruits, merely to get a passage on board the 
chartered sliips to India. Upon their arrival here, humanity and 
necessity force us to accept their offer of a man in their place, but 
which is no addition to our strength, as in most instances he is 
either a sailor who deserts, or the same man that would have been 
otherwise obtained, and the gentlemen when discharged are in 
general without ; '■ i.-. -1 .-.fter in great want and 

distress. Having : • i-:'.-. i practice has been too 

frequent for several years past, I have been unwilling to be harsh 
with the gentlemen of that description who have come out in the 
ships of last season, but I have to request that in future, no such 
fallacious enlistments be suffered at home, and also that it may be 
notified as publicly as possible, that if any such yomig men do come 
out, either by passing themselves for persons of the proper class for 
recruits or hy the collusion of others, I am determined that they 
shall serve the time for which they are engaged^, or, if I should be 
induced to consent to discharge them, it shall be on the express 
condition of not only finding a man to replace them, but also of 
giving security that they shall return to Europe at their own 
expense by the first ships that sail. I am the more earnest in 
stating the real condition of your Em-opean force, as it is the foun- 
dation upon which aU yom* power and dominion in this country 
must in many possible cases stand or faU. 

The native troops have on many iif;ciidons o^ inct•il gi“(;!:t Hdilify 
and attachment to your service; on stneviii i'lv'ui Wiiisi oi‘ 

pay or other causes, they have manifested tokens of dissatisfaction 
and revolt. When wavering in their allegiance, a respectable body 
of Em’opeans would awe them to obedience. 

I have, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Secret.] 

GrUNTIjliiMEliT Fort Williantj Nov. IG^ 178 G, 

. . . Madajee Scindia has hitherto resisted the solicilistions 
of the Poona administration, to take an acrivo isarf in the v.iu- 
against Tippoo ; and under the shadow of the King’s authority, 
still perseveres in his ambitious schemes on the Upper Provinces. 
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His failure in several attempts before tbe rains, and tbe general 
disaffection and even aversion of many of tbe Mogul Cbiefs, v^bo 
have bitbeito acted with him, may probably, -without any foreign 
mterference, render those schemes abortive. His real plan of 
operations for the dry season cannot yet be precisely ascertained. 
Among other designs, there appeared to Mr. Anderson some 
reason to suspect that he intended to attack Golam Kadir Khan,^ 
whose dominions are contiguous to those of the Yizier in the 
Doab, His late acquisitions on the borders of the Yizier’s 
country, have I am afraid, sown the seeds of many fiitm*e dis- 
putes ; and, exclusive of any consideration on that head, his suc- 
cess against Golam Kadir Khan would give a most dangerous 
addition to Iris strength. I therefore, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Anderson, authorised him at his discretion to deliver a message 
from me to Scindia, couched in civil terms, but tending to discou- 
rage him , from any nearer approach in that quarter to the terri- 
tories of the Yizier. 

Hostilities stiff continue between the Nizam and Malirattas on 
one side, and Tippoo Sultaun oh the other. Since the rains, 
Tippoo has crossed the Tungbuddra, and by om’ last accounts 
both armies were in its neighborhood, and at no great distance 
from each other. Some sldrmishes, but no decisive action has 
been fought, that we have yet heard of. Amid all their own 
internal dissentions, we have no reason at present to apprehend 
that any of om’ neighbours entertain hostile designs against any 
of your possessions in Hindostan. And uj)on this i-oliticid <iiliioc-t 
I shall only add, that I shall be at great pains, aiid ]ii>p(i in time 
to succeed in conyineing them all, that it is the earnest desire of 
this Government to cultivate their friendship, and to refirain fi'om 
giving them just cause of offence, either by positive injuries or by 
iutrigues; but that on the other hand, is equally om* deter- 
mined resolution, to suffer no insults or injuries to ourselves or to 
om* aUies, to pass imresented. 

The multiplicity of other business in which I have been 
engaged since my arrival here, has hitherto prevented me from 
making much progress in my inquiries into the conduct of those 
commercial servants pointed at in your secret letter, dated 12tli 
April last. Although I am abeady persuaded that there is much 
ground for believing that your suspicions are too weU founded, of 

■*, -11 " 1 , Delhi 

"■ ' ■ . and he was taken 

".I sina put to death by order of Sindia before 
the dose of the year. 
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many of tliem having been guilty of corruption or shameful 
negligence, I will not yet venture to say that we shall he able to 
obtain legal proofs of either. 

The customs and prejudices of the natives render it difficult in 
such cases to obtain information &om them ; and the combination 
of those servants that have been concerned in such miq[uitons 
ti’ansactions, may throw insuperable obstacles in» the way of 
investigation into past abuses. I have not yet been able to obtain 
from the Board of Trade certain lists and papers that I called for, 
to enable me, by ascertaining the names of contractors and 
members of the Board of Trade at certain periods, to file bills in 
equity according to your directions. I trust however that I shall be 
able to proceed to the execution of your commands on that head, 
immediately after the despatch of the Swallow packet. . . . 

I have, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Piivate.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. so, 1780. 

. . . Many things remain still to be done : an investi- 
gation of the Moorshedabad Durbar, where I believe a Resident 
will not be found necessary, and of the Augean stables of Benares 
and Luclmow. The army is in a most shocking state, and will 
require my utmost exertions. One example’ properly chosen may 
do much good, and save the ruin of many. I wish your country- 
man had .not left this country before my arrival, that I 

might have set a public mark on his infamy. The worst news I 
have to teU you is that Mr. Shore’s health declines very much, and 
I am really apprehensive that he cannot remain in this country. 
If this should happen it will be a most serious public loss, and to 
me a greater disappointment than I can describe. You will hear 
from me soon again by the William Pitt, by which conveyance 

you will receive General Sloper, his , his secretary, and aU his 

grievances. 

Macpherson is much better, but I believe he will go home. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

If the subject is not too delicate, I wish you vwld stfr in 
earnest to relieve us from the heavy and useless expense of the 
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German troops. But don’t mistake me, and take away a British 
regiment instead of them. The King’s British regiments must not 
he parted mth ; we have in reality nothing else, except the corps 
of artillery, that deserves the name of an Em’opean force. 


• Minute op the Governoe-Geneual. 

Dec. 22, 1786. 

I should in any case be sorry to have my intentions miscon- 
strued by the Court of Directors, but it would give me particular 
concern if any part of the conduct of my predecessor in office 
should be affected by such misconstruction, I cannot therefore 
have the smallest objection to comply mth Mr. Macpherson’s 
wishes, that the explanation which he gives of the line that he 
piu'sued in regard to the claims of individuals upon the Yizier, 
shall be stated in om* next general letter in the secret depart- 
ment. A strict adherence to our general resolution against all 
future interference of that kind, will I am j)6rsuaded, be found 
useful and creditable to tliis Government ; and as the principles 
upon wliich that resolution was founded will soon be generally 
known, I cannot say that I apprehend much inconvenience from 
private solicitation. I think it very possible that individuals who 
know that they cannot succeed here, wiU try the fate of similar 
applications to the Court of Directors ; but as I will freely con- 
fess that the reasons which actuated us should in my opinion 
lose none of their force with the Honom-able Comt, it would not 
be justifiable in me to recommend the measm’e of calling for and 
stating a list of the private debts of the Nabob Vizier to British 
subjects. It would most reasonably be construed into an implied 
intention of giving assis Lance to recover them, and would directly 
contradict the dtjclaratiou tliat I have given, on the proper lino 
for the future conduct of tlie Government. 


Earl Cornwallis to Charles Warre Malet, Esq. 

SlE, Calcutta, Dec, 24, 1786. 

. . . Our information respecting the internal state of the 
Maratta nation aiipears to me to h- rip-t’-rV-h- defective. You 
well know that it has ever been |- ■' i= ‘-j- that there is no 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ B Bajah^ at eattarah, in existence. But this 

you win, be able to ascertain beyond a 

1 Ram Raja died in 1777. See note to p. 220. 
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possibility of doubt; and if a Ram Rajab be alive, I trust that 
you ■\vill have it in yom' power to add some account of the manner 
in which he is treated, and of the ceremonies observed in any 
intercourse between him and the Peshwa. 

I have not yet been able to procure such elephants as I 
wished to send to the Peshw^a, but I must beg of you to assure 
hhn that I have by no means forgot them. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
HoNOUEABLE SiES, Calcutta, Dec. 27, 178(5. 

. . . Some vessels have already arrived from China, and 

I am sorry to say, have bi •■..•V \ ; h : the con- 
duct of your supracargoes 1 ' .‘engaged 

under the cover of other nam.es, in private commerce, and oppress- 
ing the traders from this country and the two coasts, by a spirit 
of monopoly and combination amongst themselves. IJpon the 
arrival of the other ships of the season, I shall make further 
inquiries concerning this important subject, and if those repre- 
sentations ajDjiear to be well founded, I shall think it my duty to 
make very serious remonstrances to the Council of supracargoes, 
and I have no doubt of my being supported by your Honourable 
Coiu’t. The trade from this country to the eastward is attended 
with great hazards and most precarious profits. It is at present 
by no means fiomishing; and, if it meets with check instead of 
encoiuagement from omr own servants at Canton, it will soon be 
totally lost. 

Since my arrival in this country, a great variety of representa- 
tions and complaints have been made to me against the conduct of 
some individuals, and the general system of the present mode of 
managing the Durbar of the Nabob Mobarick ud Dowlah. At 
this distance, many circumstances concur to render it almost 
impossible to discover the truth ; and, being extremely anxious to 
treat that family with the utmost delicacy and kindness, I have 
prevailed upon Mr. Shore, who is so i' -1 for that 

office, to undertake an excursion to '-l.i ■.■■■ .-i ;,■! i ■ nake the 
necessary investigations on the spot. From all that I have aheady 
heard, I think it highly probable that it will appear to be 
decent in this Government to abstain from much of the inter- 
ference that has Mtherto been used in the detail of the business of 
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that houseliold, and wMcli has been attended vntli gront oxponso to 
the Nabob. But at the same time, humaniry isml will 

require that we shall take effectual means to secure the regular 
payment from the Nabob’s allowance, of all salaries and pensions 
that by the customs of people of that rank, are justly due to the 
relations and descendants of the family. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 

Mv DEAREST CHARLES, Calcutta, Dec. 28, 1786. 

You will have heard that soon after I left England I was 
elected Knight of the Garter, and very likely laughed at me for 
wishing to wear a blue riband over my fat belly. I could have 
excused myself in the following lines : — 

“ Bekold the child, by nature’s kindly law. 

Pleased with a rattle, tickled with a straw ; 

Some livelier plaything gives his youth delight, 

A little louder, hut as empty quite. 



But I can assure you, upon my honour, that I neither asked for it 
nor wished for it. The reasonable object of ambition to a man is 
to have his name transmitted to posterity for eminent services ren- 
dered to his country and to mankind. Nobody asks or cares 
whether Hampden, Marlborough, Pelham, or Wolfe were Knights 
of the Garter. Of aU things, at present, I am most anxious to hear 
about you. The packet that was coining to ns overland, and that 
left England in July, was cut off by the wild Arabs between Aleppo 
and Bussora. Mr. Hayes will explain to you what sort of peojile 
the Arabs or Arabigins are, as weE as what country they inhabit ; 
and yon will look in the map for Aleppo and Bussora. We are in 
daily hope of the arrival of the Intelligence packet. Let me Imow 
that you are well and do well, and I shall be happy even at Calcutta. 

That God may bless you and preserve you to be my comfort is 
almost the only prayer of your truly affectionate father, 

Cornwallis. 


1 Pope, ‘ Essay on Man,’ 2nd Epistle. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 28, 1786. 

. . . We have been so ■unfortimate as to lose oiir over- 

land packet, which was cut oif by the wild Arabs ; some straggling 
letters however, written about the middle of July, have found 
their way to us. In these we read of dissensions between the 
Board of Control and Court of Duectors ; the subject of the quarrel 
is said to be the exclusion of the interference of the latter, in 
matters relative to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot. I trust you 
will have approved of my discouraging Campbell’s plan of taking 
that load on the shoulders of the Company, which I think are not 
able to bear such a w- •’ ■; i. * 

I have in the m'-' ' •• : v . 3 declared that this Govern- 

ment will take no concern about the private creditors of the Vizier, 
and I hope you will be as firm on thi- •!. I expect Hyder 
Beg in the course of next month, ••i- •• i ••■..'1 have a difficult 
game to play ; but I thinl?: fairness, honesty, and firmness, will be a 
match for cunning, corruption, and ■!•’"*.' '’'ty. 

The war between Tippoo and i :• ''I,-:-.:!! seems to go on 
without any material advantage on either side. 

You will see by my letters to the Court of Directors, that I 
have undone one of the acts of my military predecessor, by restoring 
the tent allowance^ to the army, though on so reduced a plan as 
to make a very considerable saving. In this instance I have been 
so peculiarly fortunate as to unite poprdnrity and economy, for the 
officers are exceedingly well saii.:iied, and the Company wUl gain 
above six thousand pounds a year. Some Luclmow jobs shall soon 
suffer the same fate ; and after my saying this, if you and Jffr. Pitt 
were not frequently in the habit of bestowing panegyrick where it is 
very ill-deserved, you would be sm-prised at seeing my name to a 
flaming prirngiT:|)li ir. praise of the General. The worst is, that this 
will not be the last of that species of composition which I shall be 
forced to sign tliis winter, as I understand that the late Governor- 
General certainly goes home in the Berrington, although he 
has not yet communicated it to me. After the departures of this 


^ Lord Cornwallis, Dec. 20, gave an allow- 
ance to the officers of the six Sepoy bi-jpulis, 
varying, ^according to rank, from TOO DO 
Sonnaut rapees a-month, for which they were 
to provide in cantonments, as well as in tlie 
field, camp equipage and c.'vi:: ;> v. a." 
certain attendanis in camp, Ti.-.: -lii-.j- 


field. On the other hand a. large niiinher t>f 
camp attendants wei-e disinisseil, and on fiiti 
whole there was a balance in favour of 
Government. 
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year, I will move a resolution that we shall leave off tliis ridiculous 
practice, and let the imblic judge of us by our actions, 

llr. Shore is better, and has made up his mind to stay m the 
country ; I have the satisfaction of hearing from Madras that Sir 
A. Campbell’s health is perfectly re-estabHshed. I find that it 
would by no means suit my friend Davies ^ to go upon the bench. 
I trust you wiU not send out Sir Elijah Iinpey.^ All parties and 
descriptions of men agree about him. 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from 
Malet, wliich I transmit to the Secret Committee. Nana seems to 
have received oiu* declaration as patiently as could be expected. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Secret.] 

GtENTLEI^EN, Port William, Doc. 28, 1786. 

. . . I have the honour to enclose the copy of a letter 
from Mr. Malet, giving an account of the conference between 
liim and Nana Furuaveze, upon the communication of the reso- 
lution of, this Government, to observe a strict neutrality in the 
present war between Tippoo Sultan and the Maratta State. 

It is m substance nearly as I expected, for it would not be sup- 
posed that the Minister r. e d’s-py-.-'-t-'T'-— ;t 

some remark and rem . I. - >» ■■ ■■ -.'.'"y ■ 

regard to the faith of treaties demanded this declaration; and 
every day t^wt could only furnish fresh grounds 

to support i.'.-- b i .■! of duplicity against us. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* He was Advocate-General for several t.-.-.- t,. C-’- ’■ .■'7'’''. ■■ 

'■ ;■ ■ led Jjy Mr. (afterwards ■ ■ 


- sir Liijaii Impey, 1), June 13, 1732, d. career, are well known. M.P, for New Eom- 

Oct. 1, 1809 ; m. Jim. 18, 1768, Mary, cbvu. ney from Nov. 1790 to May, 1796. 

of Sir John Eeade, Bart. Appointed Chief 
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CHAPTEE IX 


CorriiDi ion. among Company’s servants— Arrangement witli the Nabob of Oude 
— Communications with Maratha Princes — Jealousies between Company’s 
and King’s troops — The Tanjore " — - -U . ■■ ■ P -- ' " ’ ' 

England — False economy of Conn ■ . I> ■, ■ ■ ■, .v 

Native and European troops. 

In the early part of 1787, the attention of Lord Cornwallis was 
principally directed to the peculation of wMch the Company’s 
servants had been guilty, and to the gross corruption wMch jire- 
vailed everywhere, especially at Luclmow and Benares. The 
frauds were chiefly in the purchase of silk, and it was alleged that 
the contractors for snpplyiiig the Company’s investments with that 
article, were in (‘(jllnsi-jn wiib of the members of the Board of 
Eevenue, to which office contractors had in several instances been 
promoted. On competition being invited, the prices fell nearly 
SO per cent. ; and the Directors, convinced that extensive guilt 
existed, ordered prosecutions to be instituted against the seven 
of their seiwants who nppcnrod to be the most culpable. It 
was not till Lord (,'t,ij-iiua1!is lui'l himself visited the U]iper Pro- 
vinces, that he became thoroughly cognizant of the extent of 
these delinquencies, and of the excessive coiTuption prevalent 
among the Europeans, when removed from ih«; imiiudiatc super- 
vision of Government. Some details will be found in the following 
pages. 

The arrangement with the Nabob of Oude was brought to a 
close in the spring of this year. Lord Cornwallis (April 15, 1787) 
addressed a letter to him, stating that he was prepared to reduce 
the tribute firom 74 to 50 lacs, provided it was punctually paid; 
but he would not withdraw the British troops from Euttyghur. 
He urged, in very peremptory terms, a large reduction of the 
native troops, and insisted upon the payment of considerable pen- 
sions to various persons, relations of the Yizier and others, to 
whom the Cni'-^pn’-y h.rd --vt'rled their protection. If these 
conditions w< iv ihlls i'.iM-'-. ■!, Lord Cornwallis promised that 
the Eesideut sliould liol biicrffii-e in the internal affairs of the State. 
I’hough tlie iiojiiinai redudioii was large, the Company in fact lost 
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nothing, as the larger sum had never been paid. A similar settle- 
ment was made with Mobarick ud Dowlah. 

The succession to Tanjore was decided in favour of Ameer 
Sing then in possession; but upon inforinaijon .-ub^oqur-ntly ob- 
tained, and strengthened by the strong ripTi-soiUiiii^'ii- of the 
celebrated missionary, the Rev. 0. F. Schwartz,^ the decision was 
reconsidered.® 

The more the investigation into the conflicting rights of the 
Government, the Zemindars, and the Ryots was prosecuted, and the 
advantage of making a permanent land settlement was considered, 
the greater were the difficulties which presented themselves, and 
the whole question was therefore ])ostponcd for another year’. The 
demand on the Nizam for the cession of the Guntoor Circars, shared 
the same fate, as it was felt, that if the demand were enforced 
wliile the Nizam was engaged in hostilities with Tippoo, it might 
materially influence the fate of the war. 

The amalgamation of the Company’s with the King’s army, was 
again discussed. Lord Cornwallis entertained doubts how far this 

■!:i" «■■■ •f:! b' r.dvortrg'"f'u«'>y carried out, and ultimately it was 
i.i ■ !. li -j-. •• . •• to and from London and Calcutta 

passed on this subject, as well as with reference to officers, who had 
had long furloughs in England, returning to India with their old 
position in the service, to which Lord ComwalHs strongly objected. 

Towards the close of the year, great apprehension was enter- 
tained that Tippoo intended to make war upon the English, and 
Lord Cornwallis, m order to he prepared for such an emergency, 
ordered some troops to he levied, and ships to be fitted up as trans- 
ports. But Tippoo only, attacked a fortress belonging to the 
Marathas. 

These alarms led to communications between the British and 
ri " Afpr-ri-n the Peshwa, with a view of ascer- 

V ■■r’’ ,/■ !■■,■■■ ■■ .■■■!■ to renew the war with Tippoo, 

and various inducements were held out, to encourage them to enter 
into a confederacy for this object, should it become necessary. 
This proceeding was considered the more advisable, as the Marathas 
had felt much aggrieved, when Lord Cornwallis, departing from the 
policy of liis predecessor, had declined, while at peace with Tippoo, 
to afford any aid to his enemies. 

1 r - ’ ’ Q’ ’ 0.^ C'’, ■ .= u-..=x_ i.... 

iT- - \ . M ^ 

mauU 5 r Dy tiie juugiiiem;, icinper, aim moaera- bt. ueorge, auu to umuoui t 0 i uMuvwio Li 
tiorj )if iilwai-s (lisiilavcil. Ho was nidcf_itigablo 1793, 
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The ignorance of the Government at Calcutta of the power of 
the various Maratha States, their connection with each other, and 
even of the manners and customs of the people, is a striking proof 
how little general knowledge of Hindustan was then possessed hy 
Europeans. Lord Cornwallis when directing Mr. Forster ^ to pro- 
ceed to the Court of Moodajee Bhonsla, especially requests him to 
obtain information on aE such points, as, in regard at least to some 
of the States, he was in total ignorance about them. 


Eael Coenwallis to Geoeub Forsteb, Esq., Lucknow. 

SlE, Calcutta, Jan. 5, 1787. 

I have received your letters of the 22nd and 27th ultimo, 
the answers to which are nearly anticipated in my letter of the 
29th. I can only add that I am determined to maintain the most 
pacific system, and that although I shaU be extremely desirous to 
be well informed about everything that passes amongst om* neigh- 
hours, you must carefully avoid any steps that could occasion a 
doubt of my sincerity. This wiE be a rule for yom’ conduct in 
keeping up a communication with the Seiks ; I wish to live on 
Mendly terms with them, but W'hEst Sindia commits no breach of his 
treaty with us, they must have no encouragement to hope that we 
wEl form any poEtical connexion with them. I am perfectly sen- 
sible of the defenceless state of EohEchund, and I shaE soon think 
of means for its better security. But if in the mean time the Seiks 
should invade it, I shaE be at some pains to make them cautious 
in future, of giving us that land of provocative. 

You wEl see from what I have said, how deEcate it would be to 
interfere concerning the Seik vakeel at Lucknow. I have how- 
ever, desired Colonel Harpur® by this post, to recommend him to 
Eajah Ticket Eoy,^ for the attentions usually paid to persons in Ms 
situation. 

WMlst I wish on all occasions to avoid needless expense, I 
have no objection to pay weE for information which is reaEy 
useful ; for common purposes therefore I recommend economy, hut 
I have that confidence in your good intentions and honour, to 

jnenfc, resigned tlie Company’s sei'vice Feb. 2, 
1788, 

3 Raja Ticket Roy, Finance Minister to 
Ihe Vabol) of Oade, tinder Ilydei- Beg Ifhan, 
at wliose Heath in 1 792 lie was placed at tlie 

1 T 1 ^ Removed when 

1 ■ ■ ■ . ■ , sent to Patna, 

wnere iie uieii. 

E 
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leave it to jom discretion to draw for sncli sums as you may deem 
necessary to promote tlie credit and interest of tliis Government. 
You will please to transmit to me montMy an account of tlie 
manner in wliicli any money drawn for, lias been applied ; and it 
may be most satisfactory to us both, if the exigency of the service 
will admit of your obtaining my previous consent to the advance of 
any considerable sum. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Messes. , and . 

Gentlemen, Calcutta, Jan, is, its?. 

I can assme you vitli great truth, that under all circum- 
stances, it is painful to me to execute such orders as those from 
the Secret Committee. But I undertook this Government with a 
full determination to suffer no private considerations, to interfere 
with the discharge of what I conceived to be my public duty. The 
instructions from the Secret Committee are explicit, to order Bills 
in Equity to be filed against those who were members of the Board 
of Trade, or contractors to furnish raw sdk during a certain period ; 
and pending the several suits against those gentlemen, I hold 
myself equally bound to comply ivith the recommendation con- 
tained in that letter, to suspend them. I will not conceal from 
you, that without such recommendation, I should not have thought 
it justifiable in the Government to have left Company’s servants in 
the exercise of offices of great trast and responsibility, whilst charges 
of so serious a nature, and so formally hi’ougiit against them, are 
under discussion before a court of justice. 1 shall only add, that 
it will give me the most sincere satisfaction to see tliis business 
end in a complete justification of your conduct. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The Court op Directors to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 10, 1787.] 

My Lord, juij 21 , i786. 

. . . Wo cannot conclude this subject, without expressing 
om- dissatisfaction at the mode adopted by several of the Princes of 
India, in corresponding with us in any other way than tluough the 
medium of the respective Governments, and employing our ser- 
vants to be theu' agents in Great Britain. The Nabob of Oude, 
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tlie Nabob of Bengal, and the Eajab. of Tanjore have at tins tiiiKi 
persons, wlio call themselves Agents, residents in London, in the 
persons of three of onr own servants ; Mr. Halhed ^ for the first, Sir 
J ohn D’Oyley ^ for the second, and Mr. Ross for the third. 

You will take every opportunity of conveying to all the Princes 
of India the earnest wish we have so often repeated, that their 
communications to us should be made only through the channel of 
oin* regular Governments in India, and that we can pay no regard 
to communications made in any other way ; and w’^e strictly pro- 
hibit our servants from accepting any such agency for the j)rinces 
of the country ; declaring at the same time, that we shall consider 
it as a forfeiture of all future claims to our favom*. 

We are, &c.® 


The Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Pilvate and Confidential.] Received Feb. 11, 1787. 

My DEAll Lord, W^mbledon, July 20, 1781). 

' . . . There is a subject of great moment which I can 

only write to you upon in a private capacity, it being considered as 
inexpedient to make it the .subject of a public desjiatch — I mean the 
business of the succession of tlic Naliob of Arcot. It is more than 
twelve months since we prepared a despatch to be sent to India, 
stating the grounds why, upon the death of the old Nabob, we 
should be obliged to take the part of the eldest^ son against the 
])j-etensioiis of the second,® if he should be called to the succession 
i)y an\- deed of his father’s. By many private communications we 
know well that the second son is the favomite of the father, but 
we hkewise know, that as well by the faith of treaty as by our owm 
interest, we must ultimately thwart the views of the Nabob and 
liis second son in tliis respect. But notwithstanding, we feel it 
expedient not to send out any other instructions upon this subject, 
than the Madras Government are at present possessed of. These 


^ Nathaniel Brassey Halhed, b. 1751, il. 
Feb. 18, 18:30. M.P. for Lymington from 
May, 1791 to May, 1796. He became a 
.■i-hh: ■ " T>" .G. !■■■ ;h ! [•.■■ii:-.-:. -w'-i-e wild 
■ i ; • hi’c : • I;--. -- Com- 
ITOA. imt on 

2 Sir John D’Oyley, Barf., b. Jan. 1754-, 
d. Jan. 5, 1818; m. March, 1780, Diana, 
dan. of William Rochfort, Esq., brother 
of Robert, 1st Earl of Belvedere, and widow 
of William Coats, Esq. M.P, for Ipswich 


14 in number, who signed the letters from 
the Court, nor of those who formed the 
Secret Committee. 

4 The -’I-' M.h---. l .Mb h e 

title of O;- I J.fiy : 

1801. 

^ Ameer ul Omra, cl, Dec. 1788. His son, 
Azeem ud Dowlah, succeeded Oomdat ul 
Omra as Nabob, and <lied Aug. 2, 1819. 

R 2 
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instructions could certainly be conveye.d through the Secret Com- 
mittee, but everything relative to the Nabob of Arcot has been so 
much the subject of party at the India House, we doubt if the 
secret \yould be kept It is however material that it should be 
kept, because the second son being the real minister of his father 
with whom we have many material transactions in dependence, it 
would be impolitic to exasperate him, which a final decision upon 
his succession would undoubtedly do ; our opinion therefore is, to 
act decisively in favour of the eldest son when the event happens, 
but to conceal as much as possible that decision at the present 
moment. Upon that ground we have always kept back the des- 
patch, and shall continue to do so, unless by letters either from 
your Lordship or Sir Archibald Campbell, you shall assign any 
reasons why you wish us to act otherwise. 

You will not fail to observe that in one of the despatches which 
have just now gone out, we have laid the foundation of your 
reporting your sentiments as to the arrangement of the military in 
India, and in that report yon can give us the ground for adopting 
any system you shall advise. I shall wait with impatience for it ; 
indeed I flatter myself if your Lordsliip has stopped any time at 
Madras, we shall at an earlier j ‘•‘• •1 r n'-th’u.T fwm you 

on this subject, in consequence o; : >4- mM !!■:.>• had 

an opportunity of conferring together. 

In aU respects of consequence we remain at home pretty much 
as you left us, only that there will he immediately instituted a 
Board of Trade, with Mr. Jenldnson, now Lord Hawkeshury, at the 
head of it. Mr. G-renville' leaves the India Board, and goes to it, 
and Lord Walsingham® hliewise leaves me and goes ambassador to 
Spain. Nothing is yet fixed, and will not immediately, hnt it is 
probable that my new colleagues wiU be Mr. Edeii^ and ^fr. Orde, 


1 Eight Hon. William Wyndham Gi-enville, 

" ’ n-r-nn-Tilla. 


and then for Buckingham county till he was 
made a peer. He held the various offices of 

tary of State, almost witnout mierimssion 
from 1782 to March, 1801 ; fi-om 1784 to 
1801 he was an unpaid Commissioner of the 
Boai'd of Control, though for several of the 
latter years lie tovik no part iu the business ; 
First I.ord of the Treasiny from Fcl). ISuii to 
Mai'ch, 1807: Chancnlior of the I'nivor-aty 
of Oxford Dec. I t, IHiiO. 


® Thomas, 2nd Lord Walsingham, b. July 
14, 1748, d. Jan. 16, 1818 ; m. April 30, 
1772, Augusta Georgiana Elizabeth, dau. of 
William, 1st Lord Boston. M.P. for Tam- 
worth from Nov. 1774 to July, 1780, and 
then for Lostwithiel till he became a peer. 
May 9, 1781. He was Groom of the Bed- 


1784 to 1790, and Chairman of Committees 
of the House of Lords from 1794 to 1814 ; 
Postmaster-General 1787 to 1794. He did 

. rented Lord 
■ ■ ' ! 189, and in 

England May 23, 1793 ; h. 1745, d. May 
28, 1814 ; m. Sept. 26, 1776, Eleanor, 
dau. of Sir Gilberi; Elliott, 3rd Bart. M.P. 
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if his health does not permit him to return to Ireland. From cer- 
tain circumstances I think it likewise very probable that the con- 
stitution of the Board will be so far altered, as to supersede the 
necessity of either the Secretary of State or Chancellor of the 
Exchequer being of it, in wliich case I suppose your humble 
servant, not only in reality but declaredly, will be understood as 
the Cabinet Minister for India ; but all this cannot take place 
without an Act of Parliament, and therefore probabl}' u(.)t till next 
winter. Lord Walsingham and Mr. Grenville have already left 
me, but there is no occasion for any new arrangements to succeed 
them at present, for the Board will tliis day adjourn, and I in a 
few hours set out for Scotland for three months. 

; , Believe me, &c., 

, Henry Dundas. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 


[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Feb. 16, 1787. 

On the 11th instant the Intelligence packet arrived after a 
most tedious passage. It gave me the greatest pleasure to find 
that we have exactly taken up the line you recommend in the 
French business.^ It is not extraordinary that we have anticipated 
your wishes, or coincided with your opinion on most other subjects, 
as I had the advantage of talking them over so frequently with 
you in London. 

I have had several interviews with Hyder Beg Khan, the 
Vizier’s minister. The total mismanagement of Oude, the confused 
manner of stating accounts between the Vizier and the Company, 
and the constant practice on one part of trumping-up charges to 
extort every rupee that it was possible to get, and on the other of 
making use of every art and evasion to defer rryr'.'’'it. hr-v-" ren- 
dered it very difficult to establish a fair oj)6:-. us. 

The orders from home about the Futty Ghur detachment, and the 
letters from Mr. HaUied, add not a little to our obstacles. 


for Woodstock from Nov. 1774 to March, 
1784, and tl--- • TTr ..4 he v.-r? 

made a peer; a I. ■■■.:. ■ ' i"'-:. 
in Ireland, an ! ^ 

’ ■ I M.- t ; ■p-c'-.-'.-f,-.-- 

'' -lOAj Henegotiated 

■ -ance in 1785, 
and Holland 

from Ang. 1787 to April, 1790. His seces- 
sion from the Whigs in 1786 e-xcited great 


!y, iv.d (ho ‘ RoUiad ’ teems 
t 0 :6 is : — 



If I cannot have a whole one, give me a little 
bit, oh!” 


The Convention already mentioned. 
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However interference might have been disclaimed in the last 
Administration, it still existed to a gTeat extent ; we cannot there- 
fore expect to be believed when we declare that we moan to put an 
end to it. Hyder Beg constantly repeats a proverb of theirs — 
“ Whoever has been stung by a snake, is frightened when he sees a 
rope.” I have been greatly embarrassed to determine in my own 
mind what would be a fafr bargain between the two Governments, 
but it has been a much more arduous task to endeavom* to make 
the minister believe what I said, or indeed understand the lan- 
guage I taUced; I might almost as well have expected him to 
understand English. 

The basis for an agreement appeared to me to be, that we 
should disclaim all mamier, of interference in the revenues, collec- 
tions, commerce, and internal management of the country, and that 
on the other hand we should have the entire direction of political 
matters; and as iio d.-jV:ndonce r-a"! be placed on their own con- 
temptible rabble, ii be clearly admitted that they 

looked to us solely for defence, and were to enjoy the blessings of 
peace under the protection of the most formidable power in Hiu- 
dostan. 

The words '‘Cavnporo Brigade” and “Eutty Ghur detach- 
ment,” have boon long in use. By Mr. Hastings’ treaty and by 
the orders from the Court of Directors, the Eutty Ghm* detach- 
ment was positively to be recalled, and the Vizier was to pay only 
the Cawnpore Brigade. Brigade is an indefinite term. At the 
time the treaty was made, the army was divided into three bri- 
gades ; it now, by the Orders of September, 1785, is formed into 
six. On my arrival I found a complete brigad .- ( G ■ • ■ r d 
another at Eutty Ghur ; and on account of the - \ 

and the growing power of the Sefim in lhal. Cjuarb.-r, it is reaUy 
my . ---’--.VI v-i cannot with safety kev‘p .-i li-.-s Ibrc - in Oude. 
The i ■■ by the fairest calculation, cost the Company, 

including all extraordinaries, about forty-six lacs. Saadut xilly’s 
and the PiohiU^Densions amount to near three lacs. The Eesident, 
if he is not to trade and distress the country, must have a hand- 
some salary ; the Accountant must be well paid, and they must 
have assistants and clerks. The collections of Oude are settled at 
about two crore and forty lacs, and I am informed they realize 
above two crore. After most maturely, and I trust most impar- 
tially, weighing the interests and rights of both parties, I thought 
it reasonable to propose, that in future the Vizier should pay 
annually to the Company fi% lacs in fuB of all demands, pro- 
portionable deductions to be made, if any of the Hoops should be 
withdrawn. 
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Hyder Beg, wlio will not speak out or make any proposition 
kimself, and only waits for our proposals in order to object to them, 
appeared inucli alarmed at tlie mention of tliis sum, and said tliat 
lie liad no powers to make such, an agroeinent, lint must refer it to 
the Vizier. This is only acting a part, for I know that he thinks 
the demand not only reasonable, but advantageous to the Vizier, 
and .T am equally certain that it can be paid wdth the utmost 
facility, 

• Broin the best information I have been able to get concerning 
Oude, I hear that the Vizier extorts every rupee he can from his 
ministers, to squander in debaucheries, coclcfigliting, elephants, 
and horses; he is said to have a thousand of the Jailor in his 
stables, although he never uses them. The ministers on their jiart 
are full as rapacious as their master ; their object is to cheat him 
and plunder the country. They charge him seventy lacs for the 
mamtenance of troops to enforce the collections, the greater part 
of which do not exist, and the money supposed to pay them goes 
into the pO'-kol uf Alin;i:;.. Ally ^ Khan and Hyder Beg. 

The |ivi!ii'i|-i;l of the plan which I gave to you in Lon- 

don was, liiiii liiii h'l-i.ipany’s troops should be better recruited: 
this is so essential a point, that without it w'e can have only the 
name of an K—’y.-' rv -y T assure you that the Bengal 
part of it doe- ■ ■■; ' •. It is hliewise very desirable 

that the officers serving in India, should aU ranli: alffie according to 
the dates of their commissions. But I am at the same time per- 
fectly convinced that it would be very dangerous to take from this 
Government the power of dismissing the officers of the army. 
How far that power may be endangered by their having King’s 
commissions, is for you to consider. Several objcGlojis hit\e 
occmred to me upon more mature deliberation, {(giiic-t; fii'Crlariiig 
all the forces in this country T'* ;■ i A cl "f .I\!r!iii- 

ment could be obtained permittmg ■■ ■ I ■ ; ; to beat up for 
recruits, and to keep them under marciui law till then embarka- 
tion, and if some means could be adopted to establish equality of 
rank among King’s and Company’s officers, I believe I should be 
satisfied. 

It was not without some force on my conscience, that I signed 
the letter containing that fulsome and unmerited panegyric on 
Sloper. I was too much moved by the ill state of his health, the 
depression of lus spirits, and Iris severe mortification ; but if I had 

1 Almas All Khan was a favourite eunuch, . r.-;-!’ :'": 'f and kept 

and Minister of Soojah tid Oowlah, in whose i::-;: ;■■■■: 1; hie ;■ nic.iself nearly 

reign and that of his son, he held in farm i' -i-.p-.:: -Lr.;. H-.- . I O-. ; . i" 
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then completely known the transaction about ’s regiment at 

5 for which received about £8000, and without appoint- 
ing a single officer, or raising or attempting to raise a man, 
nothing should have induced me to do it. If the Dukes of Kich- 
mond or Eutland, or Lord Sydney, should attack you and Mr. Htt 
with that paragraph in their hands, you may make that apology 
for my signing it. Believe me, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Earl Corhwallis to Viscount Brome. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, Fee. 17, 1787. 

The Intelligence packet arrived here on the 11th of this 
month, and to my great joy brought me your letter of the 14th of 
June. I was most exceedingly shocked at seeing an account of my 
poor friend Dr. Young’s ^ death in the newspapers. It was put in so 
circumstantially in several papers, that I cannot doubt the truth of 
it. I suppose you have m<-iiii(,m.-d it in some letter wliich I have 
not ye)t received ; I am sure you must have been very soiry for him. 
I am a Knight and no Knight, for my stars, garters, and ribbons 
are aU lost in Arabia, and some wild Arab is now making a figure 
with Honi mt qui mal y pense round his knee. I hope you have 
got Drench enough to construe that, but I own it is not a very easy 
sentence. If I continue to hear good accounts of you, I shall not 
cry after my stars and garters. Yr>u win proBoLly thi® 
just before you set out to spend ih.- « I!' --'-,-'!:.!!!.® 
I am sure I need not teU you that you should pay every attention 
to the Bishop of Lichfield, and consider everything he says as coming 
from me. I think upon the whole, as you intend your bay horse 
for a hunter, you was in the right to cut off his tad. I am very 
glad to hear that going into the water agrees with you, and that 
you can swim. God bless you, my dearest Charles, may health and 
every happiness attend you. 

Your most affectionate father, 

Cornwallis. 

^ Rev. Johfl Young, D.D., Fellow of Eton, O.T-vgo TIT. TTo had been tutor to the 

a brother of the well-known agricultural au-.i was often offei’ed, but 

writer, 71 r". 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 
IIONOUEABLE SlES, Calcutta, Feb. 17, 1787. 

. . . A firm persuasion of its being necessary for the true 

interests of tbe Company, could only have induced me to postpone 
to next year the execution of the orders to make a revenue settle- 
ment for ten years. Mr. Stables,^ who presided at the Committee 
of Eevenue, being on the* eve of departure, could not with pro- 
priety embark in so important an undertaking; and the time 
between the succession of Mr. Shore to that office, and the com- 
mencement of the Bengal year, is, notwithstanding the uncommon 
abilities and experience of that gentleman, too short for making 
the iuquiries, and taking those measures that will enable Govern- 
ment to make an arrangement of that magnitude, with a due 
regard to the cases of individuals, and to the just rights of the 
Company as holding the Dewannee of these provinces. 

The reference made by your Honourable Court for my opinion 
on the best mode of obviating the jealousies and disagreements 
that have sometimes happened between His Majesty’s and the 
Company’s troops in this country, shall engage my early and 
serious attention. It will be impossible to obtain the communica- 
tion of Sir Archibald Campbell’s opinion, recommended in the 
general letter, previous to the departure of the last ship of this 
season ; but I shall transmit my sentiments fully on that subject 
by the Eavensworth, which we hope to despatch in August next. « 

I have, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Colonel Fox. 

DeAE Fox, Calcutta, Marcli 3, 1787. 

You will receive this letter by the hands of poor , who 

is perfectly convinced of the impossibility of my serving him here ; 
his distress would only have iucreased by his staying longer, and it 
would have been every day more difficult for liim to get away. I 
beg you will believe, and trust you will assure the rest of his 
friends, that we have been on the best terms, and that I would 
have served him, if I could have done it without a job that would 
have ruined all the fi.iiuro lioix:.-! of my Government. He is really 
a good creature, Jiiid he lias [lonio his misfortunes and his disap- 

1 T-i- i. jg35. j,,jj commanded .u battalion at the battle 

m. ' ■ : ' Red Lion oi Buxar. 

Squi . ■ , the, ai’iny. 
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pointments with a fortitude which is astonishing. I hope yon will 
receive him kindly, although I know you all thinli: that every man 
who comes rich from India is a rogue, and every man that comes 
poor is a fool. I forget whether I told you that I had taken the 
liberty of altering all Fawcett’s book, the meaning of which was so 
Ijy il;-- nninteUigible pen of Dundas, that I could make 
U!!il'.-r:i;i':d ii. Eoss will, I believe, write to you by this 
sMp. Yoxns ever, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Eaiil Corwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Secret.] 

Gentlemen, Fort William, March 4, 1787. 

. . . T+ pleasure to find by your despatches 
( ■ '.I’i •' ■ > I ■ • • "t, that in the measm-es proposed by 

me about the same time to this Board, there had been an entire co- 
incidence with your .rontim.-nfo concerning the negotiations of the 
late Government wiili i!a- .^laraiui', and that your wishes and 
orders upon that unportant subject had been completely antici- 
pated. Howevpr the Peshwa’s ministers may have 

1 ■ I- ■ ( ■■■i.:--'. . ;• i.« .•;rality, there is no appearance from 

Hr. Malet’s correspondence, or any other circumstances, of an 
intention on the part of those ministers to interrupt the former 
ifiendly intercourse between the two Governments. 

From my letter to Captain Kukpatrick,^ dated the 1st instant, 
you wiU observe that of late he has met with some slights and 
inattentions from Sindia, to which, as appearing to him to be 
an intended disrespect to the Government, he thought it improper 
to submit without some remonstrance ; but I am in hopes that 
those grounds of complaint will soon be removed ; and as I am 
determined on our side to act with fairness and moderation by 
Sindia, as well as all the rest of the neighbouring States, I see no 
reason to apprehend that such altercation 'wiE essentially disturb 
our present tranquillity in that quarter. 

I have not yet been able to bring the negotiation with the 
Vizier to a final conclusion, but I have every reason to believe 
that Hyder Beg is perfectly satisficed, and wPi fo -. . .. 

on the part of Ins master, in the plan th-- , I ■ ■ j.r 
. . . And to put an end to all further disputes about balances 

rf E-;.--': -who entered tlie ter- 

i .N-.j. r:' -.'.hich country lie wrote 
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of settlements and accoimts, I have agreed to relinqiiisli all other 
claims upon these heads, when the arrears of pensions and of 
the pay of the troops are completely paid up to a certain day, 
wliich also shall be the date of the commencement of the annual 
subsidy. ... ■ Ihave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. HENRy Dundas. 


[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, March 5, 1787. 

. . . I am busily employed in trying to correct the 
numerous abuses in my own profession, and am preparing a plan 
to regulate the military bazaars. The outlines of it are, to prevent 
too heavy impositions on provisions and merchandise ; to take the 
management of the bazaar out of the hands of the Commanding 
Officer, and to place it under the Deputy Paymaster or some civil 
servant; and to make a yearly dividend of the gross amount 
amongst the Commanders of Brigades and Stations. 

I am perfectly sensible of the importance of Tellicherry in case 
of a war with Tippoo, but the stationing a large force there, and 
the erecting considerable new works, would be necessary to give it 
security and importance. In the present state of our finances, 
notliing but the ni'ipoiimiiia* of an emergency could induce me to 
think of either; Ibr tlie coii'iant drain of pay for the troops, and 
particularly the engineers’ bills for the works, would totally de- 
molish the effects of all my labours and economy in tlii': coiinf i-v. 

You will I trust, approve of our decision about llio [I'iiejori: ' 
succession, -wliich was referred to us by the Government of Madras. 
Campbell has sent me a di-aft of his treaty with the Nabob ; if he 
can carry it completely into execution, he wiU soon put the affairs 
on the coast upon a veiy different footing, and Avill greatly relieve 
the Government from the heavy and constant calls for supplies. I 
must once more remind you to bring home the Hanoverian regi- 
ments if you can. 


1 The succession to the dignity of Raja of 
Tanjore was a very complicated question, 
depending entirely on Hindoo laws and 


the succession, r ■ ' ' 

entertained as 
Cornwallis, net 
vice he could ■ , . 

Subsequently it ajipeared that many of the 


statements made on his behalf wei e false, and 


C y.\‘ - ‘ I \ ised, and beiiojee 

<1 ■. ! ! But the arrange- 
li!.':;:- v. .■■■ • m-i .'■■■!) v' -r ! till 1798, when 
Lora Vveliesiey, in a minute dated May 31, 
issued the final orders. 
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Tlie business of tbe Guntoor Circars is a very delicate one, and 
requires the most mature reflection. There are several reasons 
which make it very doubtful whether tliis would be a proper time 
for us to call on the Nizam to settle accounts and deliver it up. I 
am by no means clear that, upon a fair investigation, setting the 
revenues of the Guntoor Oircars received by the Nizam, against the 
I-.--.'’-. .L .I to him from us, there would not still be a consider- 
I ■ against us, which we could not easily make good. 
Our demand of the Circars from the Nizam in the hour of his 
distress, would not only appear ungenerous, but would undoubtedly 
hmi; him in the negociations for a peace with Tijppoo. We have 
refused him assistance, although we can hardly say Avith fairness, 

. that the situation of our affairs wiU. not allow of the march of 
two battalions of sepoys and two pieces of artillery manned by 
Em’opeans, into the Deccan, which is the only salvo against a 
positive engagement in the sixth article of the treaty of 1768. It 
certainly would be inconvenient to us now, and indeed it would 
very seldom be convenient. The provocation given to the Marattas 
and Scindia by the weak measure of the late Government, is cer- 
tainly an additional reason. When I talked with Sir A. Campbell 
on this subject at Madras, he was of opinion that it should be 
delayed. We will take it into our serious consideration as soon as 
this ship is despatched, and enter into correspondence with Sir 
Arch. Campbell upon it. I must observe that I think the order of 
the Secret Committee in the d. ;.l -b r • •'.« d : y the Intelligence, 
to repel any force that may i:.\ .-.-i . i -i ■ -r Circar, cannot be 
obeyed with any regard to policy or justice. So long as the Nizam 
receives the revenues of the Circai’, and it is garrisoned by his 
troops, Tippoo, who is at war with him, has a just right to invade 
it, and the Nizam would not give us credit for our inabihty to send 
a detachment into the Deccan to assist him according to treaty, 
when he saw us so ready to move upon a prospect of getting some- 
thing for om'selves. On the event of Tippoo’s invading the Gun- 
toor Circar, which in my opinion is not probable, I think it would 
be advisable that we should scud a dr:chiriii.i<ui to him, admitting 
his right to attack any troops belonging to the Nizam which may 
be stationed in that country, but warning him not to think of esta- 
blisliing himself in it, and informing him that the property of the 
Circar was in fact vested in us ; that the Nizam Avas bound by 
treaty to deliver it up to us on certain ; . ■ .]. that Ave 

should have been nlrendy in possession oi e, ii‘ ■ ! ; I ■. -i. thought 
it improper to iii-gc liic Nizanrs attention to the final settlement of 
this business, at a liiuo when Ik,- was so much engaged in the occu- 



1787. 


STATE OF BENAEES. 


253 






m 


f 




f 


pations of war. I give you rouglily my present ideas; I may 
perliaps see cause to alter them. . . . 

Benares on its present system, must be a scene of the grossest 
corruption and mismanagement. There could be no reason for 
not placing it under the Board of Bevenue like other zemin- 
daries, except the consideration of the Governor-General losing so 
much patronage. It would be better for the zemindar, the in- 
habitants, and the country, and will probably soon take place. I 
am not enough versed in aU the secrets of Benares, to enter into a 
minute detail of them at present. I propose, if no untoward cir- 
cumstances happen to prevent it, to visit the upper stations tliis 
year, and to set out at the end of duly for that purpose. It will be 
material that I should get aU possible information the &st year. 

. . . I have been alarmed at a report that is to return ; 

by all accounts he is a worthless and an incapable man. For God’s 
sake let u- k-y-. Pn’-'r-- : he is the best advocate that has ever been 
in tliis “y, I to be understood to make a most serious 
point of this. As to the rest in the law line, judges, advocates, 
attorneys, &c., you may order as many of them home as you 
please, provided you will send none in their room. . . . 

I write to you freely everything that occm:s to me, and which 
is not set forth in our letters to the Directors, in order to make 
you master as far as I am able, of the most minute detail, that 
you may Imow how to prevent and correct mischief in case I 
should not live to set matters to rights. j 

CoENWALLIS. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received March 11, 1787. 

My dear Lord, London, Sept. 21, 1786. 

. . . I shall be impatient to receive your Lordship’s first 

despatches after your arrival. Everything at home is as prosperous 
as we could wish — the Stocks rising, money plenty, advantageous 
commercial treaties, and every appe.nranf'c of a disposition on the 
part of France, at least of M. do \'orgciuu;-s, to continue in peace. 

. . . The extract of the private letter I convey to you is 

from Mr. Baring,^ and will furnish you with some arguments to 

1 Kr.. ^ — ...-t. -r, , May, 1784, to June, 1790, and Wycombe, 
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convince the creditors in India, of the -vvisdom of accepting the pro- 
positions wliich have been made to them. ... I shall return 
to Scotland to-morrow, and with best wishes for everything good 
to yon, I remain, '&c., 

Heney Dundas. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel 


SiXlj Calcutta, May 2, 1787, 

I have this day received yom* letter of the 27th ultimo, with 
the inclosures, as well as an address from the members of the Can- 
tonment Court-Martial ; and before I declare my public opinion, I 
have thought it right to give you my private sentiments on the 
subject. 

I .. - li . r f- vinced of your good will to me, and of your 
zealii-:- t .••<•• i-’L. I »!''■• d’-'i t;,- ■ 1 

army; but the warmth • y ,.i- ■ i :■ ■. 

purpose, and, if not resfe-;:' • -'i ..I - ' 

support you. 

It cost me some pains in the public order to avoid putting you 

in the wrong in the late dispute with Colonel , to whom I 

must own, yom' conduct was extremely blameable. 

The present case is of a much more serious nature, involving in 
it not only the characters of the officers concerned, but the prin- 
ciples on which courts-martial ought to be conducted. If members 
of a court-martial persevere in giving a sentence contrary to evi- 
dence and to the Articles of War, they ought to be called to a 
pubhc acGoimt for then’ conduct ; but no prudent officer wiU bring 
a matter of this sort to issue, unless the point be clear. Without 
going so far, occasions may also occur m which a commanding- 
officer may differ in opinion with the members of a court-martial. 
But it is contrary to law to order more than one revisal of the sen- 
tence ; and harsh and insulting terms in declaring a public disap- 
probation of such sentence, could only be justified by aggravating 
circumstances, that would have rendered the members subject to be 
tried by a court-martial themselves, 

I am forced to say that the present is no such case as I have 
suj)posed; and I thinlc that no court-martial in similar circum- 
stances, ought to have submitted to such treatment with more 
patience than tliis has done. 

Your earnestness to put a stop to the prevailmg vice of drimlien- 
'ness amongst the troops, is highly commendable ; and I cannot see 
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any appearance of a disposition in tlie court-martial to screen it. 
For I will fairly own tliat in the instances where the men w’ere 
cliarged with no aggravations, the sentences, in my opinion, would 
in any country have been adequate to the crimes, and in such a 
climate as this, they are to the full extent of what ought to be 
inflicted. 

I had entertained hopes from what I had heard of your pru- 
dence and good sense, that you would have given me essential 
assistance in our military department. A conciliatory disposition, 
with a style of moderation and steadiness in exercising your autho- 
rity over the officers under your command, joined to an examj)le of 

good discipline in the regiment, would have had the happiest 

effects. 

As I am persuaded of your good intentions and zeal to promote 

the public ’"-y. T o.^nnot express how much I lament the 

probability - ■' v* ‘ if yom temper and pas- 
sions cannot be brought "• ! -i of your judgment. 

I am, &c,, 

CoBisnvALLis. ' 

I observe it mentioned in the letter from the members of the 

conrt-martial, that you were at . I trust that a place so distant 

from the cantonments, is not yonr usual place of residence. 


H. E. H. THE Duke of York to Earl Goenwallis. 

[Receired June, 1787.] 

My dear Lord, Hanover, Oct. 7, 1786. 

Since yon left Europe you will probably have heard that 
the great event wliich has been so long expected has at last taken 
place : I mean the death of the King of Prussia. It is not neces- 
sary to say anything on this subject, as I have no doubt that yoiu 
Lordship will agvee with me, that He was the greatest man of His 
age, and one may add of many ages antecedent to this. The manner 
in wliich His successor has begun His reign certainly does Him the 
very greatest honour, and gives one every reason to expect, what I 
have always thonglit, that He will not allow the credit or the weight 
in the scale "f T!::vry~ "-lirR His predecessor had given to the king- 
dom of Prus.;.'a, . t i" i, - i - • ■ .--.t dimiiiisht;(l ; at the same time Lie 
i- ' -I -. ui'-'’ rrr^- occasion, the very strongest and marked 

! ■;i-- 1 i. i, i i ; and there is every reason to hope that 
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our Ministiy will not let tliis opportunity slip of forming so useful 
and so respectable a connexion upon the Continent, for I am sure 
the last unfortunate war was a severe lesson to us, what bad policy 
it is in us to have no allies. 

Dutch affairs go on every day worse and worse, and appear now 
to be di’awing to a crisis. How it will tmm out it is at present diffi- 
cult to judge. The King of Prussia, whom, as your Lordship must 
remember, was last year already exceedingly iii-itated on account of 
His sister, is doing everything in His power to support the Prince 
of Orange, while Prance is playing her old game, making fine pro- 
testations, and doing everything underhand to encourage the Patriots, 
and to destroy the Stadtholder. There is every reason to fear that 
Prance and the Emperor are agreed together, and that they will 
soon puH off the mask and strike the blow wliicli has been so long 
di'eaded : the one taldng possession of Bavaria, while the other seizes 
upon the Barrier towns, and what is called the Generalite ! It is 
impossible to suppose that the other great Powers of Europe can 
allow these two Sovereigns quietly to augment their dominions so 
very considerably ; and therefore should this event take place there 
can he but little doubt that a general war must ensue. As an indi- 
vidual it is natural for me most ardently to wish for it, as it would 
give me an opportunity of learning my profession. At the same 
time it would be a fresh reason for me to regret your Lordship’s 
absence, as certainly yom* abilities and your knowledge of your 
profession would be of the very greatest assistance and advantage 
to me upon such an occasion. 

I shall now close my letter by wishing your Lordsliip all health 
and success, and subscribe myself with great truth. 

Ever yours most sincerely, 

Peedekick. 


■ Loud Syhxey to Eael Cornwallis. 

[PriYate.] Received June, 1787. 

My dear Lord, Wtehall, Jan. 6, 1787. 

. . . I hope this will find you settled in yom’ govern- 

ment. All those who come from that part of the world, agree that 
yom’ appointment will give the satisfaction which it was natural to 
expect. 

I have httle news to send you. Lord Mansfield ^ has outHved 

1 V^illiarn Loi'd l\ran?/ir-l(l, so ca-aied Nov. mont; Ij. March 2, 1705, d. March 20, 1798 ; 

8, 175G, and pnanoted to the iMridoin Oct. ; . ^ . '7"". 7”. ' ’ . . " W = 

81, L77‘3, son of David, 5th Viseount- Stor- ■ -i ■ : 
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liis abilities, and has expressed a desire of resigning, but bis rela- 
tions (or relation) have made lum retract. He is totally incapable 
of doing bis duty, and is in great bodily pain. His present anxiety 
is for fear be slionld die for want. That trait gives a pretty full 
idea of the state of his mind. 

Our parliamentary campaign wiU open the 23rd. I hope our 
session will be shorter than the two last, but never yenture to pro- 
mise myself a short one.^ The Commercial Treaty ^ is to be the 
cheval do bataille, but as yet all endeavours to render it un- 
popular have failed. . . . Bebeve me, &c., 

Sydney. 


LlEUT.-GENEKAn GhANT TO EAUL CoKN WALLIS. 


[Received Juno, 17S7.] 

My dear Lord, Sackville street, Jan. 10, 1787. 

We have heard nothing of you or your packet since you 
left us. The sea people say so much the better ; but your friends 
are now wisMng for a ship or a land express. I find by a letter 
which has been received from Macpherson, that you was expected 
in India ; how the intelligence of yoin appointment reached him I 
know not : you know the man, and from what I heard of him from 
his Macpherson connections in the country, I think you will find 
that the character Hastings gave of him to you was weU founded ; I 
flatter myself that I need not add that the circumstance has never 
been mentioned by 'me to any mortal. A trait which I heard of a 
Highlander, struck me exceedingly. Mncpliorson offered to take 
liim by the hand, which the other dcciincd, ((•lliug him. in the 
height of his power as G-overnor-General, that it was not to he 
depended upon. He flatters the Duchess of Gordon ® by obeying aU 



these high appointments in succession for 46 
years ; M.P. for Boroughhridge from Nov. 
1742 till he was created a peer. When 
raised to the Earldom, it was given in re- 
mainder, not to his nephew David, 7th Vis- 

T...... y.g_ 

: . ■ se of 


Hamilton, and Lord Manstield then oOtaineo 
VOL. I. 



. ; - ■ : . ■ sideration of them Irom 

i , . > ■ . ■ , was negatived hy 213 

to 89. 

’ ’ r T— . d"". of Sir 

• ... . ■ ■ ; b, Jan. 

V , I . ■ , . . ■■■.:■. Oct. 23, 

1767, Alexander, 4th Duke of Gordon. 


S 
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lier commands, and telling* lier that she may consider herself as 
Goyernor-General while he remains in office, and begging to have 
the honour of attending the Marqnis of Huntley ’ upon his travels, 
when he retm-ns to Europe, which is no bad line of paying comt to 
our friend Dundas. 

Parliament does not meet till the 23rd, and the great subjects 
of conversation at present are about the Commercial Treaty with 
Prance, and Law arrangements. Lord Mansfield, poor man ! has 
lived too long, and just exists — ^impatient, desponding, and in pains ; 
he in a manner resig-ned some time ago, but not in so explicit a 
manner as to be considered final, and now talks of his resignation 
every day, but does not come to the point, as he expresses ■ great 
rr p-r-’* Pi ‘ londuct which he looks for iu Ms successor — 

I- ■ >!■ !.; M ! iv > who without doubt 'will go to the King’s 
Bench, though the world believe that AG. P'tt hr.' r. "r‘’t-'''ity f -v 
BuUer,® and I have heard it whispered i : •. I i. i ■■■■■■.■■ !■:• 

Attorney-GeneraP may be appointed "V !,.-• •• •■i' i ■ ■ •{■ '!■■ !■: ■■ ■• ! 
of Kenyon, though the Chancellor^ is adverse to Inm. The Chan- 
cellor was very ill last summer, and Ms iUness was imputed very 
improperly to a Langley ® party, where I happened to be ; and in 
the account wMch was spread aU round that neighbourhood my 
name was not forgot ; but I dined in company mth Mm lately, and 
he is in good health and spirits. He was asked some time ago for a 


1 George Marquis of Hunily, afterwards 
5th and last Duke of Gordon, G.C.B., a 
General and Colonel Scotch Fusilier Guards ; 
b. Feb. 2, 1770, d. May 28, 1836 ; m. Dec. 
11, 1813, Eliza, dau. of Alexander Brodie, 
Esq., of ArnhalJ, He saw much service in 
Egypt, Holland, and Walcheren, and was 
wounded several times. 

'■> Lord Mansfield wi.slicd Siv Francis BuIIor 
to succeed him, but Mr. I’ilr 2 'rcfenvd Sir 


!:■.) ii-;,:.:--- '!■ U! i:.'.' :■ u::;:-. 

cr.:;:; d 2-.'. G-. ! : ii. .1. 

March 19, 1804; m. Sept. 9,' 1784, Anne 


Dorothea, dau. of Richard Wilbrahain, Esq., 
and sister of Edward, 1st Lord Skelmers- 
dale. Solicitor-General Nov. 7, 1782, to 
April 15, 1783; again Dec. 26, 1783, to 
‘ ■ ■- ■ i , 

.iHu uuiui' Jubuce 01 uie common Pleas till 
his death. He h'd 
of Chester from F . ' ■ . 

M.P. for Newtc . 

b'rr.::-h I !l: L'l. ni the 

j-;.! ■ I’;..:;;.:.:-,:.!, i 1782 till 

ried, Sejit. 12, 1806, Solicitor-General, 
March 30, 1770, to Jan. 23, 1771 ; .At- 
torney-General to June, 1778 ; Chancellor 
to April 9, 1783 ; rf;;q)po!nterl Doc. 23, 1 78'!, 
and rosuuved l)y Jl)-. Pitt June 15, 1792. 
M.P. for Tamwortli from May, 1768, till he 
was made Cliancellor. The anecdote men- 
tioned in fhn tArt. TrAyv l-V 
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living for a poor curate of tlie name of Tliurlow, and was told at 
tlio same time that the curate did not claim being liis relation. He 
said it would be no great honour to him if he was, for that he was 
the son of a poor attorney, and that it was quite an equal chance 
whether the curate or he was to be Chancellor ; and then made 
the man with a wife and four children happy, by taking him from 
a ciu’acy of thirty pounds a year to a living of three hundred. If 
MacdonahH is not provided for, he will probably be Attorney- 
General — being a Judge would not do, as he is Solicitor-General 
and a Welsh judge ; but neither he nor the present Attorney have 
any private business, and if they ai'C dis j u)-:ed of, Bearcroffc ^ will be 
the Attorney, andScott^ the .Soiiciicr ; but all these law promotions 
are at a stand, as Lord Mansfield holds fast. Lord Stormont ^ pre- 
vents the resignation, as he is in hopes that to get rid of the 
uncle, they will agree to his succeeding to the Earldom, which I 
am told is not likely to hapi)en ; and the law people are of Opinion 
that Lord Mansfield cannot with any degree of decency avoid 
giving in his resignation before the first day of term. BuUer, 
though he has been disai^pomted in his application to be Chief 
Justice, will accept of nothing else, and he is to remain in that 
Court; he has done almost all the business for many months. 
Cliief Baron Skynner ® has resigned on account of an increasing 
deafness and a failure of sight ; he made no agreement or specula- 

^ Eight Hon. Sir Ai’chibald Macdonald, from April 1, 1807, to May 2, 1827. M.P. 
Eai-t., so created Nov. 6, 1813, brother of for Weobley from Jan. 1783 to May, 1796, 

Alexander. 1st Lord Mac- :;::1 ilanftr R« i 'v.-i-.V Sic m-, 

donald; . I-.--, 1. ■■ '8, 1826;*m. U.-ri 'C rl’. i.o v.j;> i. 

Dec. 25, . r. ' ■ . of Gmnville, to the Bench. 

1st Marq ■ '-i ■ ■ . Puisne Welsh ■ ri'- V'. ■ " • y' 7 _. 

Judge n. 1 _ (?_ ■ ; . 

1784; . ' ■ . 1727, d. Sept. 1, 1796; m. 1st, Aug. 16, 

and Chii ' I ^ I?"". .i.-_ .£> tt. 

1793, which office he resigned^ Nov. 1813 ; ( • ■ ■. . ■ - I ' ; 

M.P. for Hindon from Feb. 1777 to 1780, a , , ■■ ■., ■' 

and then for Newcastle-nnder-Line till he Charles, 9th Lord Cathcart. From 1755 to 
was raised to the Bench. ' 1762 Lord Stormont was Minister in Poland 

^ Edward Bearcroft, d. Nov. 20, 1796; ■_ i-.j’ t...... i. ... . . i .. 

m. Dec. 1778, Miss Wilson of Mortlake. , ■ ■':■■■ . . . .. 

Chief Justice of Chester, July, 1788, to ' ' ■ . _ ■■ . , . . ■ : , 

1797 ; M.P. for Hindon from May, 1784, i". 7i, ■■■> where he remained till 

to June, 1790, and then for Saltasli till his the war ’ - ' : ° ''S' '■ '' 

death, Ock 177 ' ' "■ 

■> T.r ... - .1 1 y — ’ V'”-- T-.’ ■* Council ■ : 



' ■■ Esq. Made Chief Baron Dec. 17, 1777, he 

\ f" ' '' --'ice of the Com- resigned Jan. 26, 1787, and on the 21st of 
■' from June 28, March obtained a pen.sion of 2000L 

: gain Chancellor 
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tioii upon retmng; but there will be a handsome settlement 
made upon liim and Lady Skynner — the point at present is, whe- 
ther the quantum is to be fixed by Mr. Pitt or the Chancellor. 
The Minister wishes the Chancellor to do it. Baron Eyre ^ having 
refused the EoUs is to succeed Slrynner. So much for law : a good 
story but rather long. However when I \mte to you at so great a 
distance, I shall always give you the taUc of the day. 

Opinions vary much about the Commercial Treaty, exclusive 
of politics ; which is not extraordinary, for the best-informed men 
in Britain or France cannot form an idea with any certainty, of 
what effect it may have in either countiy ; but if seven millions of 
people in Britain agree with twenty millions of people in France, 
to take reciprocally what they want from one another, the smaller 
storehouse should ultimately reap an advantage from the agree- 
ment. But the French Mnister, Yergenues, is bent upon carrying 
it throfigli : ho i- r<,iinl of jiouco, and particularly of peace with Eng- 
land, wlilcl! in !.iui i- not u in-v. itK;a, for when he was Ambassador 
at Coiistn.utinople he used to say that the jealousy wliich subsisted 
between France and England was absurd ; that from the proximity 
of their situation they should live in the greatest harmony, and 
have the most open and liberal communication of trade with one 
another; jnid in plnr-o of quarrelling together, give law to the rest 
of the w<'vl.i. ilo is at present confirmed in that opinion, being 
hampered by his commercial agreements and treaties with the other 
powers of Europe, winch upon trial are found to clash with one 
another in particular points. Yergennes, to extricate himself out 
of tliese difficulties, and to avoid a war with any other power, 
tliinks it advisable to be at peace and upon good terms with 
Britain. Oarleton is gone to Quebec, and Haldimand ® has pay as 
Lieutenant-General till he is otherwise provided for ; Oarleton 
before he took his departure, got a pension for three lives to his 
wife and two sons of a thousand pounds a-year, and was created 
a Peer of Great Britain as Lord Dorchester. . That Peerage and 
your Garter made the Knight of the Bath® quite frantic, as I have 
been told, for I never see him, and he is very seldom mentioned 
by any mortal. 

b. Oct. 1718, d. June 5, 1791, at Yverdun, 
unmai-ried. He was a native of the Canton 
of Neuchatel, and entered tlie Prussian ser- 


um ue never jeax'nc to write or speaic nngiisa 
with ease. 

3 Sir Henry Clinton. 


1 p ip p T ‘■1 1724, 

i ' I. ■ '• ■ i" ', Miss 

- 2 ; Ba- 

I 1 .N 177.'- Chief 

7 ': 7 , -■: ! » .-.■■.■i .'--...tice of 
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Tarleton ^ lias advertised a History of tlie two last campaigns to 
the southward, to be immediately published ; as far as I can learn 
he does not mean — or rather the author to Avhom he lends liis name 
does not mean — to compliment ; notlnng is to be imputed to you 
directly, but reflections by implication ; whatever they may be, I 
am sm-e they cannot affect you, but they must fall heavy upon 
liimself, and I shall have a very bad opinion of our profession, if 
any man of character and raidc ever takes any notice of liim after- 
wards : but I only mention the tale of the day, and do not give it 
you from any authority, but your friends Avait for the publication 
with impfitience. 

.'iir Wiijium .Trou-o is astonished at the intention, and thinks just 
as I do about it. Sir WiUiam Howe, Balfour, and some other of 
your friends, Avere a Aveek at my house in the coimtry last summer, 
and killed plenty of moor-game, but were not successful in fishing ; 
they saAv the fish in the rivers, saw other people Idill them, and 
had plenty of fish at dinner, but somehoAV or other they did not 
contrive to catch themselves, Avhich I Avas most heartily sorry for. 
Ho you thinlj: Ave shall ever meet in those northern regions ? though 
the object is distant, I indulge myself at times Avith building a 
castle about it. 

I have not seen Lord Brome since I came to toAvn ; he is at 
Culford, but Phillipson tells me he is in perfect good health. I 
carried him from Eton to Langley soon after you left us ; he Hked 
the place very much, and the Drummonds were happy to see him ; 
he shall pay them another visit this spring, with his tutor’s permis- 
sion, who seems to be a decent discreet sort of man. 

'You did not seem to I'ny jimch iith.-rdioii to my Florida® mis- 
fortunes as I did; but !5i!l!biir, juiii a lawyer, have been 

appointed by Parliament commissioners to examine into our losses, 
and they are in the actual execution of that office ; and as I cer- 
tainly had the best income from the Province, I expect to be alloAved 
handsomely, which Avill enable me to extend my improvements 
about BaUindalloch, Avliich Boss, though he Avas there can give 
you no account of, as his time was taken up Avith chess and piq^uet 
even in the forenoon. 

As it Avas not found expedient to pay the Prince’s debts, he has 
sold his horses, put a stop to building, and has reduced liis house- 

1 r .uited to the 

this ; : ■ ' ■ i ■ ■ . . 

Cornwallis the whole blame of his defeat at ■ " ■ . a Master in 

Cowpens. , ^ Sir Samuel 

” General Grant had been Gorernor of Eomilly was one of his pupils. 

East Florida, and thei-efore laid claim to a 
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holcP to Lake,® Hnlse,® and Lyte; Hotliam" was eontiiitied till 
very lately, till as we are told, Bome difference arose, upon tke 
Prince taking Ms money from Oontts^ tlie banker’s and lodging it 
nt Hamers! oy’s,® in Pall Mall ; tbe story is told differently, but 
irothiun no longer belongs to the Prince’s family, wbetber by 
resignation or otherwise I know not. 

His Grace of Bedford'^ has been at bome for some months ; he 
has not been at Com’t, but declares he is of no party, though he 
has a regard for Charles Fox. 

The Dul?:e of York has purchased Lord 'Galway’s ® estate in 
Yorkshire ; and I haTe heard that he may reside there sometimes 
after he comes to England, to counteract the independence of some 
of the great Lords of the ISTorth, and to show that there is a degree 


^ The income of the Prince of Wales, ex- 
clusive of'-’ •''r* 

wall, vras ■ . ■ : • . . ' . . 

plunged . ' ' ■ . ' 

April, 1786, on the vote for advancing 
to defray the deuts of the Civil 
List, the s^ibjccfof Cm Piinoc’s debts was 
inoolod by AlJerman Xewtihain, M.P, for 
the City. Mr. Fox and the leaders of 

the Opposition supported the claim, hut 
no vote was taken. The King refused any 
a-'d-l.-nc:'. 1 ihe Prince therefore took, 

li.': .i.'.'h'Vii:;. yeai’, the step above 

^ Gerard Lake, b. July 27, 1744, d, Feb. 
20, 1808, m. July 3, 1770, Elizabeth, dau. 
of Edward Barker, Esq,, of St. Julians, 
In consequence of his distinguished services 
in India, especially at ihe battles of Delhi 
and Laswanee, he was created Baron Lake 
Sept, 1 . 1 , and “1.01 t' the Viscounty 

Oct, 3 1 , I S ..II,. ;•!•.! .v,l Colonel of 

the S.':h ■ v.i... •',.!• many years 

equerry to the Prince of Wales, of whose 
household he continued a member until his 
death. He served in the Seven Yeai-s* War, 
in Amei’ica, where he was captured at York 

Indi . ■ ■ •_ . T. ■ 

1 . . ' " ■* / > L- I .. 

' . . '.VI. . 1 . . 1 

1 II . - ,r !I .1 

. M ’ . ' I, I . ■ . I . Ji ■ : 

5 , ' 7, 

When the n.-’ -.n. p .-L-’ of 

ot Groom and I'reasurer for upwards of 25 
years. On the accession of George IV. he 
w"" T - • < ■■ TT.-iuen’vrH. .nnd 

■h . ’> I >. 1.-J7. li.-.-.w ! 

1 - • - 'T-.-J-S'.. !::V.l 

' i' i' i I i 


Henry Lyte, d. Nov, 21, 1791, He was 
appointed Master of the Kobes and Privy- 
Purse to the Prince of Wales in 1780, and 
he held those offices till his death. 

^ Lieut.-Colonel, afterwards G eneral G eorgo 


Camp to the King, 1797. 

® Messrs. C'—'-'-t 
bankers to • 
almost all tl 
York, dining ‘ ■ 



aim Aiue-uu- 


“ my banker 
“ I beg your 
. Coutts, 
IS done 
■ thirty 



h. July 
. 1802; 


■ V ■ ■ . . . .■ /4, 

1779, Elizabeth, dau. of Daniel Methew, 
Esq., of Felixhall ; 2nd, May 24, 1803, 
Bridget, dau. «of Pemberton Milnes, Esq,, 
and widow of P. A. Drummond, Esq., of 
Bawtiy. *"• - 7"" : ■ . 

1784, - • . ■ 

dish ar • , . ■ 

way, 1( . ■ : • ' ' . : 

Milner, oiu. ivi.r, ior Pontefract in the 
preceding Parliament, and again from 1796 
to 1802. 
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of magnificenco superior to theirs; iii short to eclipse them in 
everything ; but this is speculative. Lord Carmarthen has been 
ill, but is recovered ; he succeeds to a large fortune by the death 
of Lord Godol23hin,^ and wished to retire, but a successor it seems 
cannot be found. Mr. Jeiikinson, now Lord Hawksbury, was men- 
tioned ; but Lord Camden, report says, has declared that he will 
resign if Lord Hawksbmy is brought into the Cabinet, where he 
must have a seat if he is made Secretary of State, and there the 
business stands. 

it was rej)orted that your cousin ^ was to be removed to the Post 
Office, a good three thousand a-year ; but I did not hear that he 
wished for the change. Lord Stormont was talked of to be the 
successor, but that was certainly udthout foundation, for he has 
been so ‘ . ; ‘ ■! ■ ■ ■ 'V..-]. h *’. . G i > Opposition, that the world 
believe the door is uoited against idm. 

Lord Clarendon^ gave up the Duchy of Lancaster to accom- 
modate Lord Hawksbury, and accejded of the Post Office ; he is 
since dead, and horn a deficiency of people to accept office. Lord 
Carteret ^ now enjoys the whole emolument, not less than sis thou- 
sand a-year, which he could find use for, but it is too good a thing 
to last. 

General Mackay ^ has sent his nephew, a Lord, to be an ensign, 
to India ; he complained to me at Edinburgh that he had not re- 
ceived answers to letters which he wrote to Boss and you before 
you left London. 

^ The 55th ® is stationed at Deal and Dover, having been com- 
pleted nearly within the year, upon which I have had many civil 


* Francis, 2nd and last Earl Godolphin, 


1: ; ( v. ’. T.ord Oodolplrii’s sister and 

a, ir V..;'v v.;. June 2'5, 1740, Thomas, 

a T — 1 — . "cr- j:.i give np his 

, 2nd Earl of 
Jmey, created Lord Hyde, June 1, 1756, 
and made Earl of Clarendon, June 14, 
1776 ; b. 1709, d. Dec. 10, 1786; m. 


Ins' death. M.P. for Tainwortli from 'Nov. 


1747 .dll T, 1 . 

« ;i ■ . 1 I I .1111 . >> 

cr’ealt i .bn. Jj, ITr's, sor. o: Li"'.".?, 

Vise V. .:v;u. ;t • : v. IT, 

.1. J-:: .17 1'’''". 1 CleikComp. 

oi hoari Cloth, Dec. 

1762; Masi 77“^ ■ ■ -> 

Postmaster^’ , i, . >' ■ ! 

from the latter ofiice on the King’s recovery 
in 1789, he having heen one of tlie very few 


commoner — a most nimsual event — for 13 
yeara, and during about 8 months sole Post- 
master, 

® See antb, Not. 13, 1783, and June 21, 
1784. 

® General Grant, then Colonel of the 55th, 
was desirous of obtaining a better regiment. 
He got the 11th, Nov. 9, 1791. 
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tilings said to me, and have no gTound of complaint at present, as 
no vacancy lias happened since we parted. And so, niy good Lord, 
having said everything I can think of at present, I wish you health 
and happiness, and am, &c., James Grant. 


Eael Cornwallis to H. R. H. tub Duke of York. 
gjjj • Calcutta, July 20, 1787. 

Few things could have given me greater satisfaction than 
my being honoured with yom* Royal Highness’s kind letter of the 
7th of October, and being assured that in this distant quarter of 
the globe, I still hold a favourable place in your esteem and 
remembrance. 

I think your Royal Highness’s sentiments are perfectly just on 
the necessity of our having connexions on the Continent. I always 
maintained that opinion w’*"” vt= andrepro-' 

bated that narrow system ‘ . •••.: ..h - * ■ ■! .3 of all alli- 
ances. The late unhappy i ■ :i', I ■ i ! the eyes of 

many people ; but it is not easy to retrieve the consequences of 
our former mismanagement, and it will require great coinage in 
any minister to take a decided part against the powerful combina- 
tion of France, Austria, and Russia. I trust however, that we 
shall take such steps as will ensure the continuance of the King of 
Prussia’s precUlection for England, and act with as much spirit as 
om’ situation will admit of. „ 

For your Roynl Highness, war cannot come too .soon ; and if the, 
affairs ui liol if ind or R.-i'.-.-n-i;) should produce hostilities -on the Con- 
tinent, I most earnestly hope that you will have an opportunity of 
serving, although I should sincerely lament that there is no possi- 
bility of my attending you. 

The finances of Britain however, require a few years of peace, 
if it can be maintained without absolute dishonour ; I must there- 
fore wish for the safety of our affahs at home and in India — and, , 
perhaps this wish is si.iv:j:gihe'.ii:'(l by ruaiiy .-<.,-in-h .!i.ioli\i s — that no 
war may break out lili ihcyoi'.v 17 !)!.. 1. .-ini isoi, (h.- in ius of mili- 

tary laiuels in Hindostan, and the climate has hitherto agreed so 
weU with me, that I have a prospeef of carrying back some remains 
of constitution. 

The .i; -yi ‘v.r • ■ " things here is much improved since I had 
thehono-ii’- ■ g your Royal Highness in November. Al- 
though Bengal has paid between the 30th of April, 1786, and the 
1st of May, 1787, for the other British settlements in India above 
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two millions sterling, our public credit is greatly risen, and the 
discount on our certificates is now only 7 per cent, instead of 14 
or 15. I liave been a rigid, but I flatter myself not an unpopular 
economist ; I have not cut off two or three hundred pounds from 
the salaries of persons who were ah'eady underpaid, but I haye 
been watchful to prevent and correct abuses, and 1 hsno in spite 
of aU recommendations, made it a constant rule to employ the ablest 
and honestest men. 

I have as yet made little progress in the improvement of the 
discipline of the army; but in a few days I shall set out to visit all 
the principal stations, the farthest of which is a thousand miles 
distant ; the miserable subjects that I have to work upon in the 
Eiu’opean part, discourage me from - any sanguine expectations. 
Some of these regiments of sepoys which I have had frequent 
ox^portunities of seeing are much changed for the better. .’ . . 

I will not the your Eoyal Highness with any more details of 
tills kind. T ^ v, tr-*. army not only without dis- 

ci|)lme, but i - i- . . :y different from the tour of 

1785 ; when I retmn to this jilace, I will take the liberty of trans- 
mitting some account of my expedition. 

I have, &c., 

COEFVVALLIS. 

Eight Hox. Hexby Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Prfvate.] Received July 21, 1787. 

My dear Lord, London, Jan. 29, 1787. 

. . . I shall now have time to turn my thoughts a little 
to the great lines of the Indian system, and I -will hr private letters 
to yourself, have probably occasion often to write to you my senti- 
ments upon as it may occur to me. I take it for 

granted I shall often hear from you on many subjects which you 
may wish me to attend to, although they are not made part of your 
public letters. . . . 

Our domestic politics are just as you left them — Govern- 
ment as strong, and Oj)position no stronger. The Commercial 
Treaty wliich has lately been concluded, and which is a great 
measui’e, will be tbe leadiug business of tbe session, and, so far as I 
can judge at jiresent, it will be ratified by Parliament with great 
eclat. ... 

T trust to hear that your health remains perfectly entire, 
and I make no doubt that a very short time iiidood will make 
a woiidorful change in our Indian affairs. Prom the inclosed - 
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state of tile Indian Stock and Bonds at the present period, and at 
the time of Fox’s BiU, you will helieye I am under no apprehen- 
sions for any discussions on that subject in Parliament. I shall not 
coiu't any debate, but still less wiU I avoid it. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

Memorandum Enclosed. 

India Stock, at the time Mr. Fox brought in his Bill in Ho- 
vember and December, 1783, and at the beginning of 1787 : — 

December, 1783 India Stock 120 
Jannaiy, 1787 .. . „ 163 

though capital increased 800,000?. ; 

December, 1783 .. Lidia Bonds, bearing 6 per cent, interest SOs. discount. 
January, 1787 .. „ „ „ C3s. premium, 

though interest to he reduced to 4 per cent, in March next. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Archibald Campbei^l. 

Dear Sir, Cdcutta, July 26, 1787. 

I return you the comts-martial, the sentences of wliich I 
have approved, except those parts which direct the loss of teeth 
and ears. 

I must heg that you will make the best apology you can for me 
to the Ameer.^ You will explain to him that the native conrts- 
martial have always been required to act according to the English 
martial law, and not according to the Mahommedan law, and that 
I am confident he would not ask me to do anything' which I thought 
inconsistent with the duty of my station. As the Judge Advocate 
has been the cause of this ahsiu’dity, I must desire that yon will 
signify to Mm how much I disapprove of his conduct. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Tub Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, juiy si, i787, 

... In the 7 0th paragraph of your G-onornl In strucfitu i > < i f 
the 12th April, 1786, you were pleased to approv(; ilu: icicij gcMoiMliy 

^ The second son of the Nabob of Arcot. 
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suggested, of paying ■!' - * :■ ■ ■■> ; ; ■■■! I . the collection of the 

revenues, partly by a m , ■■miission, but that the 

latter should form the gTeater part of their allowances ; yon also 
left it to ns to determine whether these allowances should be i)ro- 
portioned according to the rank of the servants. 

In carrying these instructions into execution, we have not 
strictly conformed to the letter of them for reasons which we 
doubt not you wiU approve, and which we have now the honour to 
explain. 

The responsibility appeared to us as the fairest and most eligible 
i f:v,'ng the commission. We considered the salaries of 

\' ■!■■■> ;i' the means of the subsistence, and the commission 

in the natm’e of a reward. If the principle of seniority of service 
only had been adopted for regiilatii»g the latter, a servant who 
had charge of the collection of ten lacs of rupees, would often be 
entitled to receive more than another collector, superintending 
revenues to three times this amount. To remedy this inequality, 
and adhere to the ]principle suggested by you, as far as regards the 
commission, it would have been necessary to appoint invariably 
the oldest servant to the greatest charge, a rule, which from the 
disparity of abilities, knowledge, and apphcation, in the servants 
employed in the collections, must have been attended with great 
detriment to your interests, and would have occasioned the removal 
of aU lh' of” •■5 1 r\ Jh-.- (•••llections. 

Wii'' qc-: ;■) .■ of the collectors, it is to be 

observed that the expenses of a collector, as far as may be deemed 
necessary, rather depend upon their situation as more or less 
exposed to the rf n then on any cfhrr 

cause; -•:’■ ■■ o'-, r: '■:ycl‘i!n ; -vu d. 

there a=‘' h;::.;! :-' -.M:-' n'u !,■ i d e’ I ■‘■■o 'u\ ;v 

render them sufficient for the expenses of the collectors, although 
in others they ought to supply an excess beyond what they may be 
entitled to, from their comparative claims in the service. Upon the 
whole we deemed it best to fix them at one general rate ; the 
duties of a collector in the most confined situation wiU require his 
whole time and attention ; in some perhaps, wfil be more than he 
can accurately perform. 

The rates of the commission | ■•''k detailed in the 

proceedings referred to. You wiU ,■ j -.j-j i ! .- whole will faU 
rather short of 1 per cent, on the actual coUections, and we esti- 
mate the amount of it at about 2,4-1,000 nijiccs per annum, to be 
divided in different proportions amongut the several officers em- 
ployed in the collections. The largest possible amount receivable by 
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any collector will not exceed tlie sum of 27,500 rupees per annum. 
We advert particularly to Bm’dwan, the collections of which, esti- 
mated at 45 lacs, will yield the commission above specified. 

Wlien you consider the situations of your servants in this 
country, the very high Tc-]:'OTi.fi|-iility now more particularly an- 
nexed to the office of:i •■•'•ll-. ill:- temptations of the situation, 
the incessant labours of his office, and the zeal which must be 
exerted to promote the imosperity of the revenues and country at 
large, — ^when on the other hand, you advert to the solemn restric- 
tions imposed upon him by the Legislature, as well as those in the 
Public Eegulations, and the separate orders already noticed abso- 
lutely precluding liim from any emolument wdiatever, excepting 
such as are publicly allowed, — and when you are further pleased to 
consider, that excepting instances of extraordinary merit, your 
servants cannot in future expect to obtain the offi.ee of a collector 
under a period of twelve years spent in your service, — w^e trust that 
we shall be found to have consulted your true interests mth every 
compatible attention to economy, and that you will approve the 
allowances and commission fixed by us for your servants in the 
revenue department. 

Cornwallis.^ 

^ Earl Cornwallis to Sni W. Fawcett. 

Dear Fawcett, Bengal, Aug. 12 , i787. 

Since I wrote last I have had the pleasure of hearing of 
your marriage, and of your having received the Eed Eibband, on 
both which events I most heartily wish you joy. 

I hear in general a good account of the recruits that are come 
out for the King’s regiments on the coast, in the ships of this 
season. 

The recruits that came from Bengal for the 73rd regiment, 
were I am sorry to say, very indifferent ; those that were brought 
by Major SkeUy ^ were much better, except the fifteen felons and 
deserters who were put on board in their fetters at Gravesend. 

Nothing can be more prejudicial to our interests and safety, 
than to degrade the character of Em’opeans, in a country where a 
hancliul of them are to hold mill ions in subjection. The con- 

^ All Is; 2 -m-.v- -a— — ■.-’■t!.! p.i .. - y 

Council ai’c ■■ i ; ■■ rw-. _ . . 

and by- one, generally by two, members of =i. n.- b--. i I ' ■ ' 

Council. It has not been thought necessaiy 
to give the latter names. 
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temptible trash of which the Company’s European force is com- 
posed, makes me shudder: I must therefore beseech you not to 
follow ih-.'ii' OXiliiljilo. 

I ini-lci'-'.O' Mi I left England, that the King had refused 

to Lord Dorchester p-"— .-.-mmissions, and that it 

would probably be ■ i ■■ ■ to ask it. 

I can most truly declare liiaL 1 nave no wish for patronage, but 
tlie circumstances of Lord Dorchester’s command and mine are 
very different, and I submit to the candour of any military man, 
whether it is not a great inconvenience and discouragement to the 
service, that.every commission should be .-ir .'’fl ■■■■■■■ ; t”T’-.ty 
months ; you are best judge of the pro.-r; i: ! !■> 

His Majesty’s consideration. T know h- •; > I ■ 

discussion of military patronage through a ministerial channel. 

Believe me, &c., 

COEFWALLIS. 

Earl Corswallis to the Hon. Colonel Fox. 

Dear Fox, On the Ganges, A\xg. 13, 1787. 

I heard of your marriage with great satisfaction, and sincerely 
wish you and Mrs. Fox all possible happiness. If her temper at all 
resembles yours, I am sure there can be no doubt of your being 
happy. I am now going up the river to visit the military stations. 
The Company’s Europeans are not exactly like what we saw two 
years ago.^ On the whole everything goes on in tliis country as 
well as I could reasonably expect. I have made great and essential 
reforms, and I think, without unpopularity. Bad as the Civil was, 
I tliink the abuses in the army were the greatest, not one of wliich 
Sloper had attempted to correct. 

You will be glad to hear tlie climate has agreed ( 
with me and all my family, although I cannot saj :!.,i i; ■-a 
pleasant country to live in. Pray let me hear from you often, and 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dhndas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, On the Ganges, near Patna, Aug, 14, 1787. 

Oiu’ correspondence with Sir A. Campbell, and om’ acqui- 
escence in his opinion against taking any immediate steps in the 

' Wlien they attended the Prussian reviews. 
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business of tlie Gruntoor Circar, •will probably be one of the fii’st 
points that will engage your attention in onr letter to the Secret 
Committee. 

I hope you will not attribute our agreeing so readily with him 
onthi- .-rbirri. to idleness and a deshe to put off a troublesome 
task. Sir Archibald’s letters of June and July contain, not only his 
sentiments on the expediency of deferring oin claim, but much 
material intelligence relative to the French and Tippoo, and a 
positive declaration that if we determined on making it, the army 
on the coast must be immediately augmented. Besides the present 
pecuniary inconvenience which would attend the requisition of the 
Guntoor Circar, provided we dealt fairly by the Nizam, yon must 
see how ruinous a war with the French and Tippoo (which Sir 
Archibald seems to ripprrhcnd a? the probable consequence of our 
demand) would be, ovi.ii if succi-.^-ful, to om* affairs and finances in 
this country, where we have everything to lose and nothing to gain. 
It will like'wise be necessary to recollect, that so far from relying on 
any assistance from the Marattas, 'V'e cannot be assmed that they 
would not take part in a general confederacy against us, either 
from a jealousy of our requiring more dominion, from a desire to 
support the Nizam, or from a wish to revenge om- not giving them 
the aid which we were so inconsiderate as to offer. A little time 
may perhaps make us more distinctly acquainted with the views 
of the pi'iiicipid in TTindo'imi : but I must observe that, 

jiliiK'ugh !. ap|irov<; of ]innci|»h.‘ (>f ilie restrictions laid on this 
in it> poliiical nogdiaiion.^:. yet that it is a system 
more calculated to prevent our maldng enemies than to promote 
the acquisition of friends. 

HI as I thought of the late system of Benares, I found it on 
inquiry much worse than I could have conceived. The Kesident, 
although not regularly vested with any power, enjoyed the almost 
absolute fUrx eountry without control. His emolu- 
ments, = . ' i' ■: .■■■! i-up<;o.-i per monlh a i lowed him by the 

Company, certainly aMioiiiuc-d lo hide li.-s iliaii fear lacs a year, 
exclusive of the co’nplele -iioiw'j'd) of ihe wli(.<le commerce of the 
country, with the j-ower of grain iag j.( r■.’.■ali^ial^■, &c. It has been 
11- -i. retmm for all these good things, the 
it ! !) ■ , . < i \ , not been ungrateful to the friends of the 

Governor-General. I have no reason to suppose that Mr. took 

more than liis |)rodecessors — God knows what he gave / but as he 
was on bad terms with the Bajah and his servants, and as new 
measures are more likely to succeed ■with uew men, I thought it 
better to remove him. Althougli many persons were desirous, nay, 
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even importunate, to show their zeal for the Company’s service by 
uuflrrtnhiii.ii- llris ofnee, it v.:)s uol.very easy for me to find a successor 
to my mind. For i could not venture to lower the authority of the 
Eesident too abruptly, from apinehcnsion of losmg our revenue ; and, 
as the Eajah is a fool, his servants rogues, every native of Hin- 
dostan (I really believe) corrupt, and Benares 600 miles from 
Calcutta, there w^as a danger, miless it was put into good hands, 
of the old system being in some degree continued. As I had the 
l^rosperity of Benares most exceedingly at heart, and as I felt that 
nothing could tend so umch as o g<?od nuni/igemi;])! of that province 
to raise our character and rivpmaiE.n in tlio reinol(?st parts of Hin- 
dostan, I determined on this occasion to make a very great sacri- 
fice, and, much against his own will, appointed Mr. Jonathan 
Duncan,^ the Secretary of the Public and Eevenue Department, to 
that office. Perhaps you are not acquainted with IB. Duncan’s 
character ; he is held in the highest estimation by every man, both 
European and native, in Bengal, and, next to Mr. Shore, -was more 
capable of assisting me, particularly in revenue matters, than any 
man in this country. 

I am sorry to say that I have every reason to believe, that at 
]U’cscnt nlmo.st aU the collectors are under the name of some rela- 
tion 0 ]’ friend deeply engaged in commerce, and, by then* influence 
as collectors and Judges of Adaulet, they become the most dan- 
gerous enemies to the ComjDany’s interest, and the greatest oppres- 
sors of the manufactures. I hope you will approve of the additional 
allowances, and the commission that we have given to the colloctors, 
for without them it was absolutely impossible that an honest man 
could acquire the most moderate competency. After this liberality, 
I made no scruple in issuing the Eevenuo Eogulntions and orders 
against engaging in trade, which you will read, and I promise you 
that I will make an example of the first offender that I can catch. 

Mr. Shore is rather better than he has been, but his health is 
still very precarious, and he frets lest he should not be able to make 
the ten years’ settlement to his mind by next April. Dnless his 
health entirely fails, I have hopes of his accomplishing it. But if 
you agree with me in thinking that it had better be ; r- :1 ll-.;Vi 
indifferently done, I wish you would write to Mm to i ‘'-s i; 

•vYiU. help his spirits, and perhaps induce him to remain longer in 
this country. It will be latxi before he can get your letter, Wt if 
he has not made the settlement, it will do much good for the 
ensuing year. 

^ Jonathan Duncan, h. May 15, 1756, , ■ ' " ~~ ‘ Company’s 

a. Aug. 11, 1811. C .-:v.-r. V.- .-f f.-cm 

1795 till his death. I!-.- lu-i '.-.'.iimer- 
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I stall hope to hear by the Minerva that you have made some 
progress in your negotiation with France about tliis country ; in the 
mean time I thought it most advisable not to meddle with their 
ships. The violence of M. de Souillac’s^ letter to us about the. ^ 

flags, gives us every reason to suppose that he will lay the strictest 
injunctions on the commanders of the ships not to submit to the 
search, and if we should attempt to enforce it without success, 
which cannot be insured but by a determination to proceed to the 
last extremities, we should expose om* Government to the most 
mortifying degradation. 

The case of the flags was different ; they tended to disturb our 
internal government, and in taking them down there was not a f 

possibility of any serious incident. I &c., 

Cornwallis. 





Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

[Private.] * 

My dear Lord, On the Ganges, Aug. 16, 1787. 

After regulating aU the principal departments at the Pre- ' ^ 

sidency, I am now going up the river to visit the Upper Provinces, 
to find out if I can, the reasons of the decline of Bahar and Benares, 
and to review the stations of the army, which is in so wretched a 
state that it will require infinite pains to make anything of it. 

I flatter myself that when you read ,the despatches, you will 
think I have done a great deal, and that I have been an economist 
in the true sense of the word. In the salt I think I have made a 
capital stroke ; the country will be supplied in a much fairer ^ 

manner, and the Company will have a clear gain of seven lacs of 
rupees, wliich used to be most unwortlnly bestowed. I don’t 
believe that Whitwell ® and Mr. Knowier would have approved of ■ 

iny plan. I have the satisfaction to think, that in spite of our i 

reforms, this Government is not unpopular. It has to be sure, the 
advantage of succeeding to one that was universally hated and 
despised. 

I must do Sir A. Campbell the justice to say, that he seconds 
me nobly. By his good management and economy, w^e shall now 
be relieved from the heavy burden of paying the King’s troops on ■ 

^ The Vte. de Souillac had previously been Sir Thomas Eumbold from Madras, March 
r.=': (■■'’France. ^ i. 

■■ ■ i r Wliitewcll, had been ■ -■'■■■. . . ■ ' . on 

Chief Pccretn.ry to Sjv Ti l ! R ■■’■hi-.! . ■ ' to 

di.si)o.=;od of crerv p'acc ■'! • ■.•■.:■•;• , ' ■■ ' ' . ! , ed 

little 1.0 his own prof :.. <»•= ..,■■ ! 
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tlie coast, and I have no doubt that his conduct will he as univer- 
sally approved of in England, as it is on this side of the Cape of 
0..- T TT-~r.-. . . . 

' ■■■ \ ■ ' ■ . has greatly distressed me by sending out a Mr. ■ 
Eitso, recommended by the Queen, but I have too much at stake. 
I cannot desert the only system that can save this country, even for 
sacred Majesty. 

My kindest and best wishes attend Lady Sydney and all your 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, On the Ganges, Aug. is, its?. 

. . . The mode in which the Company’s salt® has hitherto 

been disposed of, appearing to me for a variety of reasons to be 
extremely exce 2 itionable, I determined to alter it ; and I directed 
that this season the salt should be put U2> to j)nblio auction, and 
sold without partiality or favour, to the fairest bidder. By ex- 
posing it in small lots, natives of the most moderate fortunes have 
had it in their power to become inuchasers, and I have the satis- 
faction to inform you, that between what has hitherto been caEed 
the Company’s price, and the price for which it was actually sold, 
the public, upon the quantity ah-eady disposed of, has gainecl 
upwards of five lacs of rupees. This mode of disclosing of the salt 
appears to me so evidently procier and advantageous, that I think 
no person will venture to change it ; and I have no doubt of its 
proving annually a source of great additional profit to the Company. 

I am clearly of oipinion that in such a country as tliis, where 


1 Tliomas, E.arl of Ailesbury, so made 
June 8,' 1776 ; b. 1730, d. April 19, 1814; 
m. 1st, Feb. 17, 1761, Susann.-i, dau. of 
Henry ' ■. ’ •’ 

of Cha: . . ■ . . 

5th Eai ; ■ s 

dau. of John, 1st Earl of Moira. Chamber- 
lain to the Queen, Jan. 1781 to Feb, 1792. 

- Salt had always produced a large revenue, 
but the mode of collection varied at different 
epochs. At one time there was the Kholara 
•rent — an excise license to manufiicture — to 

were subsequently tried. In 1772 the Com- 
pany re-esiabl' ’ ■ ^ 
manufactured ■ 
a price settled oy ujem, ujju 

VOL. I. 


fixed, but higher, rate to the wholesale 
dealers. In this manner 32 lacs were 
realised in 1776. But the profit upon retail 

Of this Lord Cornwallis was made practi- 
rally aware, by receiving a request from 

!■ ... I . , 


order was coupled with regulations to protect 

: • . . 1794, 

a profit 

' ■ . , ; ■ ' system 

was reverted to in Feb. 1836. 


uieu resom at a 
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the servants who hold the principal offices are surrounded with 
temptations, it will ever be found, that the only mode that can be 
successful to prevent peculation and other abuses, will be by annex- 
ing liberal allowances to those offices, and give gentlemen a pros- 
pect of acquiring by economy, a moderate fortune from the savings 
of their salaries. It is unnecessary for me to remark that the late 
allowances to the collectors of 1200 rupees per month, were by no 
means calculated upon the above princiiile. By the late revenue 
arrangements therefore, the allowances of those gentlemen have 
beezr considerably inci*eased by an addition to tlieir salaries, and by 
granting them a certain commission upon their net collections. 
Tliis measure, so highly, in my opinion, conducive to the interest of 
the Company, was adopted with the less apprehension of your dis- 
{ippvoval, as after executing the whole of the plan, we were con- 
sidoralily within the sum allowed by you for the expenses of the 
revenue department. And after having on the part of Government 
acted in so liberal a manner, I have thought myself entitled to 
give public warning, that I shall consider myself as peculiarly 
called upon to he watchful of their conduct, and to treat most 
rigorously, every deviation that I discover from their duty to the 
Company. . . . 

I shall not enter into the particulars of the late arrangements in 
the JSTizamnt, as they will be very fully contained in the piiblio 
despatch. Notwithstanding the great advantages that the Nabob 
Mobarrick-iil-Dowlah has obtained, by our withdrawing the British 
officers from Ms body-guard, as well as relieving him from the 
heavy expense of a Eesident, officious or interested people had 
contrived to infuse so extravagant ideas into his mind, that I am 
afraid those favom’s fell greatly short of his expectations. It 
appeared also that he had been taught to consider several of the 
measmes that justice as well as your instructions required, for 
securing reasonable pensions to certain relations and dependents, 
and for discharging by instalments the old debts of the family, as 
in some degree infringing upon his dignity and personal privileges. 
In passing Moorshdlahad, I was at some pains, I believe not 
entirely without success, to I left 

him in a disposition to give a -I to the 

greatest part of the judicious . .ii'-' : ■ . ■ ' > by Mr. 

Ives,^ for establishing order and regularity in his finances. The* 
Nabob continued to express the most extreme unwillingness to part 

1 Edward Otto Ives, many yeaw. resident entered into large building speculations at 
‘at Lucknow. On his return to England he Brighton. 
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witli liis iinwortliy Dewaii, Eajali Sooncler Sing ; but on my acqui- 
escing in Ms earnest entreaties tliat be might be permitted to 
remain in office until tlie 1st of October, he gave me a positive 
promise to conform to our wishes without further remonstrance. 

I have, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Charles Stuart. 

DeAE StITAET, Neai' Bar, 15 coss from Patna, Sunday, Aug. 19, 1787. 

. . . Lord Macartney^ could never have had a right to 

any payas (io\(Tnoi--(T(.'neral, as he never accepted the office. He 
got however, a pension of 1500?. a year, on pretence of some claim 
that I could not imderstand. Laiidns® will not I hope, stop Mr. 
M.’s ^ pay until his resignation arrives. j 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 
Gentlemen, On the Ganges, Aug. 19, 1787. 

. . . With your explicit instructions before us, wm could 

be at no loss respecting our conduct in any disputes that could 
arise with the French Government in India. The intemperate stile 
of M. de Soiiillac’s letter, appeared to me’*' extremely improper for 
our imitation, but I trust that you will npjwove of nnr answer to if. 
I wish earnestly however to avoid, if po.'-ilt!..-, ail I'lii'tlici' a!ii‘]'cali(iii.> 
■with the subjects of that nation; and it will give me particular 
pleasure if tlics iioiuts upon wliich they have liitherto arisen can be 
ffiially adjusted in Europe. In that hojie, and in the conviction 
that the dignity of this Government will not in the mean time 
suffer, I was induced to propose some delay in the execution of 
yom order'to resume the exercise of om’ right to search the French 
ships, and it will give me great satisfaction to know that it is not 
considered by yon, as an a»t of too much forbearance. 

The result of my conferences with Hyder Beg Khan is fully stated 

I George, only Earl Macartney, K.B., 
created Baron,, June 10, 1776, Eai-1, June 
28, 1792 (Irish honours), and an English 
Baron, June 8, 1796 ; h. May 14, 1737, 
d, March 31, 1806 ; m. Feh. 1, 1768_, Jane, 
dau. of John, 3rd Earl of Bute. Minister in 

revnar of Grenada, 1775 to 1779; Governor 
of Madras from June, 1781, to Fob. 1785, 
when he was nominated Governor-General. 



ral under Mr. Hastings and Lord Cornwallis 
for many yoai's, and was much esteemed hy 
both, 

® Sir John Maepherson. 
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in my letter to tlie Vizier, and by bis Excellency's answer, it is now 
rendered a final agreement between tbe two Governments. If I 
have deviated in any point from the letter of such of yonr instruc- 
tions as apply to tliis negotiation, I trust it will apjpear that I have 
paid strict attention to their spirit and substance. 

In adjusting the public account we have only given up a part of 
a large balance of difficult, if not impossible recovery, and princi- 
i ■ V ■ . I V 1 of articles to which oiu- claims were neither sanc- 
authority, nor ever admitted by liim to be just ; and 
by formallyrelinquishing all interference in the internal affairs and 
management of his Government, our connexion is reduced to plain 
and simple principles. We undertake the defence of his dominions 
against all foreign enemies, upon receiving a subsidy equal to all 
the civil and military expenses that will be incurred by an engage- 
ment of so much value to him. Our" commerce with Oude, W 
particularly the maintenance of a large body of troops in peace, 
which according to contingent events, may be usefully employed in 
time of war, are the great advantages that will result to us from 
Iho.'C .•>l,'])nliilion.-. 

The orders to recall ihr Fin’ i\ g]u:r laigadi,'. with which Hyder 
Beg was well acquainted, occasioned some embarrassment. It was 
not easy to make him comprehend, that by the late alterations in 
our Military establishni^nt, so small a force for the defence of 
Oude, as one of our present brigades, would greatly fall short of 
the intentions at home when those orders w^ere given. I was how- 
ever obhged by a sense of public duty, to state to him my clear 
opinion that two brigades in Oude, would be indispensably necessary 
for the mutual interest and safety of both Governments. 

The loss of Colonel BaiUie’s,^ and of several other detachments 
dmlng the late war, has removed some part of that awe in which 
the Natives formerly stood at the name of British Troops. It will 
therefore in future, be a prudent maxim, never to hazard, if it can 
be avoided, so small a body as a Brigade of Sepoys with a weak 
Ft:'’'--. T5. so great a distaifce fi-om our other stations 

: ■ I '■ .I': : . ' »;n the confused state of the EpporProvinc.-s 

it would be highly unadvisable in us to attempt thr.- d.-fi-iKv (>i‘ ili.,: 
Vizier’s extensive frontier without a respectable force. The prin- 
cqDle being admitted to retain tw^o brigades, there was no difficulty 
in arranging the extent of the subsidy. 

^ Hydei' -vvith his whole army attacked t’’-- r ■i-. -j. 

this detachment near Pei-ambaiiciim, Sept, v,;- :■ 

10, 1780. Colonel Baillie w.ns killed, and wounded sepoys escajung. Colonel Baillie 
n''n”'y hi^’ ?.700 Euio- of Dunaiu was the head oGhat family, 

1 v, h Among 
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I liad no hesitation in adopting the plan that has been settled 
concerning Fiimickahad. Our interference in that district has ever 
been highly offensive to the Vizier, it has in no degree promoted 
the interest or the satisfaction of Mozuffer Jung, and nliilc it In id 
jiroduced no sort of advantage to the Company, I am afraid it has 
not much contributed to the credit of this Government in Hindostan. 
Upon resolving to withdraw our Eesident, I considered it as highly 
proper to demand some stipulations in favour of Mozuffer Jung, 
himself, a' ■: .';o secure decent pensions for his mother, 

brother,^ i i.i: who had in several instances shown an 

attacliment to our interests ; and I have the picasnro to =riy that 
the Vizier has very readily acquiesced to all ii)y |a’iJiH)<ilii>M,r: on 
these heads. 

Our own communication with the Peshwa’s ministers, though 
not approaching the nature of a close connexion or friendsliip, con- 
tinues to be on the most civil footing ; but whilst they were still 
chagrined at the i-f om: promised assistance in the 

war with Tippoo, i laouglii ii: to be cautious of making new 

offers which might hazard the dignity of tliis Government. By my 
letter to Mr. Malet dated 20tli June, you will see that I have 
authorised him to give Nana an ojoening to propose some provisional 
engagements, to counteract such treaties and designs as have been 
said to subsist with the French and Tippoo ; and our future steps 
will be regulated by the manner in which this advance has been 
received by Nana. I p^ve, &c., 

OoBNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Mr. . 

SlE, Dinapore, Aug. 23, 1787. 

I am most exceedingly surprised at your coming to India, 
but still more so at hearing, that you say it was with my approba- 
tion that you came liither. After having refused the earnest en- 
treaties of many of my nearest relations and best friends, it is nOt 
probable, even if I had lately had any intercom-se with you, that I 
should have given you such a preference. * 

If I was inclined to serve you, it is wholly out of my power to 
do it without a breach of my duty. I most earnestly advise you 
to think of retoning to England as soon as possible. After the 1st 
of January next, I shall be under the necessity of sending you 
tliither. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 Dildeleer Khan, afterwards Regent. 2 (jhund, liis Dewan or Minister, 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon, Henry Dijndas. 

[Private]. 

Dear Sir, Benares District, Aug. 26, 1787. 

There is nothing in the secret letter material, or that can 
alter the line of conduct which we have adopted ; but I think the 
letter from the Court of Directors contains much false economy, 
and a great want of confidence in the Government here. 

If the essence of the spirit of economy of the whole Court of 
Directors could be collected, I am sure it would fall very short of 
my earnest anxiety on that subject. But I never can or shall 
think that it is good economy to put men into places of the greatest 
confidence, where they have it in their jtower to make their fortune 
in a few months, without giving them any salaries. 

If it is a maxim that no Government can command honest 
services, and that pay our servants as we please they will equally 
cheat, the sooner we leave this country the better. I am sine 
under that supposition I can be of no use, and my salary is so 
much thrown away : nothing will be so easy as to find a Governor- 
General of Bengal who will serve without a salary. 

From the spirit of tliis letter I conclude that the commission 
given to the Collectors, the allowances to the Eesidents at Oude 
and Benares, &c., will be all disapproved of. I see the pay of 
the Sub-Treasurer, which was given by Macpherson, is objected to. 
When I came I found the Sub-Treasurer jilaying with the deposits 
amounting to three or fom* lacs. I fancy of the two he had rather 
I had takeu liis salary from him. 

I have Siiv(;d since 1 came, upon the salt, upon the various 
contracts, npon remittances, balances and jobs of different lands, 
ten times, I may say fifty times, the amount of the salaries that 
are retrenched. I am doing everything I can to reform the Com- 
pany’s servants, to teach them to he more economical in their mode 
of living, and to look forward to a moderate com]^ot^l^cv : and I 
flatter myself I have not liitherto laboured in Aniii. .'nil if all 
chance of saving any money and returning to England, without 
acting dishonestly, is removed, there will be an end of my reforma- 
Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Colonel, Thomas Dhnh.vs to Earh Cornwallis. ^ 

[Received Aug. 26, 1787.] 

City Ilf f-l. Priiviuc-j ni’ Xi-v; Brunswick, 

My Lord, . --irf, itso. 

Altlioiigh, at a great distance from tliis part of the globe, 
with your attention fully occupied with other matters, I hope a few 
lines will not be unacceptable from one, who has so often experi- 
enced your friendship. 

My coUeagTie and I, after having finished the business of our 
commission^ at Halifax, visited all the different settlements in Nova 
Scotia, which surpass anytliing I could expect to have seen in a 
climate which lias seven months’ winter. The new settlements 
made by the loyalists are in a tlniving way, although rum and 
idle habits contracted dm-ing the war, are much against them. 
They have experienced every possible injury from the old inhabit- 
ants of Nova Scotia, who are even now more disaffected towards 
the British Government than any of the new states ever were. 
This makes me much doubt their remaining long dependent. In 
the month of October we came to this province, where we found 
very different jninciples. Mr. Carleton,® by his own attention and 
firmness, assisted by a well-chosen council, has established good 
government. The province contains all that part of Nova Scotia 
wliich lies to the westward of the Bay of Fundy. It contains good 
lands ; the farmers who have fled from the States, are well pleased 
with the soil. The number of loyalists is 12,000. The old inhabit- 
ants are not 8000, and these are a despicable race, ready to sell 
their improvements, as the loyalists are enabled to purchase from 
them. To aU appearance tliis country will be able to furnish corn, 
vegetables, and cattle to the West India Islands. Lumber, in the 
quantity required, they must look for elsewhere. I cannot say 
much for the industry of the disbanded soldiers ; mdeed I cannot 
say that I ev-.- (I ■■ ■ ■1' ■; of bribing soldiers from the line, to 
leave then- i-: by no means answm’ed. All the 

tradesmen who would be valuable at home, are starving here or 
gone to the States; The hnlf-pay provincial officers are valuable 
settlers, as they are enabled to live well and ; ■■ (■ .j -■ ■ ■; !l- ir l e d'. 
Every day brings us a new account of i-' 

iThey ■ '' ' ^ i r. _ 

Board of < ■ ' ■ ■ ' 

the claims of the American loyalists, to in- ■ . ; ■ i . . f 

vestigate some of the details on the spot. ' ' . ■ . ‘ , 

® Colonel, afterwards General Thomas i ■ . . . ■ I . ' 
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America. Some accoimts say that the present msh of the majority, 
is to return to the situation they were in before the war, Tliis I by 
no means think, but I can say that the friendly disposition of the 
people towards Great Britain is most wonderfully restored, con- 
sidering that in 1783 we were inveterate enemies. The Americans 
are at present an unhappy people, without any government. In 
Massachusetts the mob have required that the courts of justice 
should be shut, and their requisitionphas been acceded to. Having 
had the misfortime to lose my father last su m mer, Lady Eleanor,^ 

finding her attention to ■ :■■■ i- ■ ’ ■ ■■■ ■ volunteered 

an expedition across the ■ i.'- ' and an old 

servant. She is now with me, and desires me to offer her best 
compKments. She rode ^mur old horse from Halifax to Annapolis, 
and tlmil^s she has seen more of America than some of oiu generals 
of last war. 

I expect to have finished the business in this province by the 
month of May next, when we shall go to Canada, and we hope 
to return to Great Britain by summer, 1788, when it will give most 
sincere pleasure both to Lady Eleanor and me, to hear of your good 
health, and that your situation is comfortable, 

Pray remember me to Eoss and Haldane. 

Be assured, &c., 

L,. , . Thomas Dundas. 

Right Hox. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private and Confidential.] Eeceived Aug. 26, 1787. 

My dear Lord, India Board, March 21, 1787. 

The Eanger sloop brought the agreeable news to this 
country, of the safe and prosiierous voyage you had made to India ; 
the news was attended with a satisfaction equal to the importance 
of it. In truth, although \v..ur exertions were not then begun, we 
aU feel urn'-.ilws SiUc in Ip.dia, and if your Lordsbip and Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell shall continue a few years in your '..i 

I rest in the most perfect confidence in the comp ■ = ■ i V ; ■ 
our prosperity in India. We never before la.i n (■v)\r-in.!i!i.ii(. (pf 
India, both at home and abroad, acting in perfect unison together, 
upon principles of perfect purity and integrity ; these ingredients 
cannot fail to produce their consequent effects. You may depend 

1 Lady Eleanor Dundas, dau. of Alexander, 9th Earl of Home; b. Dec. 1759, d. April 10, 
1837 ; m. Jan. 8, 1784 > i > 
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upon my giving tlie most exact attention to every suggestion 
you communicate to me, not only in your publick despatches, hut 
in your private letters ; and indeed there are many tilings 
which you cannot with propriety communicate to me otherwise. 
It will readily occur to you how important it is for me to be 
privately informed by you of the characters of the servants in 
the different situations at Calcutta, who may have to aspire to the 
situations of seats in the Supreme Council and other important 
situations ; for in so far as any appointments are to be made at 
home, you may believe I wish to be guided in any interference I 
may take in them, by your opinions. I am much pleased to observe 
by your letter, that Mr. Shore has so completely answered your 
cxpectntions of him. His situation is a most important one, horn 
his Jciiowledgo of the revenues. Cm- publick situation remains as 
you left it, strong and successful, perhaps more so ; for aU the 
impopular topics ’we had to bring* forward are now over, and the 
great business of this session has been the commercial treaty with 
France, and the consolidation of the Customs — ^the first a great boon 
to the manufacturers, and the second a great boon to the merchants, 
of the Idngdom ; so that the session has proceeded with uninter- 
rupted triumph. 

The only unpleasant circumstance, is the impeachment of Mr. 
Hastings. Mr. Pitt and I have got great credit from the undevi- 
ating fahness and candour with which we have proceeded in it, but 
the proceeding not pleasant to many of our friends ; and of 
com\si' IVuiii ihiit !iiid many other circumstances, not pleasing to 
us; but the truth is, when we examined the various articles of 
charges against him with his defences, they were so strong, and the 
defences so perfectly unsupported, it was impossible not to concur ; 
and some of the charges AviU unquestionably go to the House of 
Lords. Mr. Eden’s negociations in our treaty, respecting India, 
are begun at Paris, but no material progress made since I last 
wrote to you. The death of M. de Vergennes made some retard- 
ment in the progress of the treaty, but I hope it will soon proceed 
to a happy conclusion : you are perfectly possess('d of the grounds 
upon wliich we mean to continue it. Eemember me to Eoss, and 
believe me, with the most sincere regard, &c., 


Henry Duneas. 
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Feom the Secret Committee to the Goverhor-Gejsteeal and Council. 

[Secret.] Received Aug. 26, 1787. 

JMy Lord, ' East India House, March 27, 1787. 

. . . In our letter of the 28th of July, 1786, before we 
had seen the Convention concluded between M, de SoiiiUac and 
Lieut.-Colonel Cathcart^ at Mauritius, we conveyed to you our 
general sentiments on the disputes between the Court of France and 
us, relative to our affahs in India. In our letter of the 22nd of 
September, 1786, after we were in possession of the said Convention, 
we stated to you what further occurred to us as material for the 
regulation of yom- conduct during the dependence of our negocia- 
tion with the Court of France. In that letter we informed you, 
that we did not consider the Articles which had been agreed upon 
at Mauritius as in any respect binding, except as far as they may 
be admitted into a new Treaty with the Court of France by nego- 
ciation in Europe. No such intimation however, was made to the 
Court of France, for immediately after the despatch to you had 
sailed, we were induced to niter that iritontiou, feoju a consideration 
that till the commercial negociation then dej)ending in France was 
brought to a conclusion, it would be improper to mix it with an- 
other subject, likely to produce matter of altercation between the 
two Courts. . . . 

As upon an examination of the different particulars of the Con- 
vention, it does not occm* to us that any material mischief to our 
interests can arise, from making the Provisional Convention the 
rule of your intermediate conduct till the final arrangement by the 
negociation at home takes place, we authorise you to exercise your 
discretion in that respect, regulated by the existing circumstances at 
the time you receive this ; and we confide in your prudence, that no 
gTound will be gaiued on the part of France during the dependence 
of the Treaty, to render the attainment of our wishes impracticable, 
or more difficult tbau they already are, by any arrangements which 
have taken place prior to the receipt of this letter. 

We are, &c. 


1 Hon. Charles Cathcart, younger son of d. June 10, 1788, unm. M.P. for Clack- 
Charles 9th Lord Cathcart, b. Dec. 28, 1759, mamian from May, 1784, till his death. 
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Kiel Coeswallis to Edwaeo Bay, Esq.,* Segeetaey to tee Supbeme 
Council. 

Sib, Benares, Sept. 3, 1787. 

You will be pleased to comnmnicate the contents of this 
letter to the Honourahle Board. 

I had yesterday a very long, and to me, a very painful conver- 
sation with the Prince,® in W'hich I was obliged in the most explicit 
terms, to put an end to the sanguine hopes wliich he had formed of 
receiving assistance either in troops or money from om Govern- 
ment and from the Vizier, to pursue the vain attempt of establish- 
ing liis fatlier’s ]io\vor and authority. 

After liaviug refused many pressing demands and earnest 
entreaties, I could not withstand one personal request which he 
m’ged in the most anxious and even pathetic mannei*, wliich was, 
that I would give a promise under my hand, that if ever his fortune 
should again force him to seek an asylum m the Company’s terri- 
tories, he should be protected. I thought that justice as well as 
humanity exacted my acquiescence in this instance ; and indeed, 
I felt myself authorised in gomg so far, by the sentiments wliich 
the Coiu’t of Dhectors expressed in regard to that unfortunate 
Prince on a former occasion. 

Upon reflection however, I have signified to him that it would 
be more regular, and that the promise would in aU events be more 
binding on the Government of tliis country, if I obtained the sanc- 
tion of the Board for signing the paper wMch he desired. 

Sir Archibald Campbell’s letters have occupied my most serious 
thoughts. I at first wished that I was again at the Presidency ; 
yet if the event of Tippoo’s invasion should take place, I am not 
sure that I could not for a time be more useful in tlie upper 
comitry. 

Euinous as the measmre would be to our finances, we must if 
possible provide a corps of cavahy; although I would leave no 
means untried to enable us to comply with the wishes of Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell, of iirocm-ing from the Marattas a body of eight 
or ten thousand horse to act with him m the Carnatic, yet I own I 
do not see any prosp)ect of succeeding in this attempt ; it is much 
w''”" pr-bnb^" T could in the Vizier’s territories form a corps 
. -j'.i I- ! . :■ I ■ .. -li. winch would,, in proportion to their numbers, 
be much more useful and less expensive than any auxiliaries that 

^ Edward Hay, many years secretary to of Trade, Feb. 18, 1790; d. 1800. 
the Council ; made President of the Board , ® Shah Zada. 
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.. .■ r ■;^1 ■ I -wall hasten Major Palmer’s^ junction with 
, : ■ ■ -act him, as soon as he is informed with certainty 

of Tippoo’s having commenced hostilities, to urge liim to give up 
any attempt of re-establisliing his affairs in the North, which are 
absolutely desperate, but to endeavom* to regain liis own military 
character and the reputation of the Maratta arms, by persuading 
the Minister to place him at the head of an army to attack Tippoo’s 
territories ; and to hold out to him the certainty of obtaining from 
us the most advantageous engagements both for himself and his 
country. 

No reinforcement of infantry could possibly arrive at Madras 
time enough to be of any service before the rains, unless in the 
event of such a misfortune as happened at the commencement of 
the late war ; in which case, some Europeans could be embarked on 
two or tlnee of the Indiamen at the shortest notice. I see no 
difficulty in having a body of Native infantry in readiness to move, 
as soon as the season will permit ; and the cavalry must follow as 
expeditiously as it can. p &c. 

COEiTWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Hon. Charles Stuart. 

Dear StUAET, Near Chunar, Sept. 5, 1787. 

Tour friend seems to me to have lost his own senses, 

or to suppose that I have completely lost the use of mine. For 
after I had written to you the day before yesterday, and whilst 
the Eajah was in the act of pressing me with a minute repetition 
of the comjilaints and charges that have been made by his vakeel 
at Calcutta, and even producing another article for monopolising 

the chunam of the 'r ' Tw -- -’v.-d letter from soliciting 

my recommendatio:- «.■= ! ‘ vacant seat at the Board of 

Trade. 

You are perfectly we11 ar-rjUiiiided with my general sentiments 
on the natm’e of all ci-argi-s. Although it is my opinion 

that in taking money horn the Eajah in any form, he acted contrary 
to law, yet I was ready to make great allowances for him, as far as 
he could quote the example of his predecessors in office ; and after 
his removal I should have been very unviUing, on that account or 
for monopolising the opium, to have given him any serious trouble 
or uneasiness. 

But there are other points of a very different stamp with 

1 Major, afterwards Lieut.-General William Palmer ; t. 1740, d. May 20, 1816, 
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wliieh. lie is cliarged, and wMcli can only be ascribed to very im- 
proper motives, I mean particularly Ms having abandoned the 
letting of several districts of tlie country to tlie rapacity of Sheer 
Jung,^ and his having seized by perwannah upon the monopolies of 
the sugar and the clmnam of the province, to the essential injury of 
those branches of commerce. 

I have not seen what calls his defence. But if he has 

been so rash as to offer it in the form of denial, I take for granted 
that you will order the investigation to 23roceed. 

He must be sensible that it is consistent with my own know- 
ledge, tliat part of the charges are true: and the Eajah has 
^ ^ ^ that I will consider him as jiledged 

i ■ . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ‘ j fall the charges that have been made 

■ Should it ajipear incmnbent upon 

us to state any of the li.hds to be ^^roved, and esiiecially 

if they have been d.,-i!ic:i, i -noiiiii be less surprised at the Court 

of Directors dismissing from the service and ordering him to 

be prosecuted, than at theh recommending him as a proper jierson 
for the Eesidency of . 

I had heard once or tivice, that at tlie time of his appointment, 
he had agreed to give Mr. * * a certain jiro^iortion of his emo- 
luments, and I found that it was not treated as a secret at . 

We could easily give a proper name to such ^ bargain, and to the 
conduct of those who were concerned in maldiig it. I should not 
like however, and I do not think myself called upon, to take notice 
of it, and only mention it ivith other .-.’v-.-p— y.-r,: for yom’ 
private use, to put you upon your i.'-'. ■! asser- 

tions of innocence, &c. I shall conclude this disagreeable subject, 
with requesting that you will communicate as much of it as you 
think proper to Shore, as I have touched upon it but very 

slightly to him, I have desired Mr. to show you my letter to 

him, 

I wish with all my soul that my ajiprehensions could be quiet 
respecting the Carnatic. Should the worst happen, and Tqipoo 
actually break with us, I tMnk it may prove ultimately fortunate 
that I am at present i^ this j)art of the country. I can take imme- 
diate measures to endeavour to form a close connexion with the 
different chiefs of the Marattas, and to incite them to attack 
Tippoo on their side, to recover the territories that he and Ms 
father had wrested from them during their internal dissentions. 

Every other means must likewise be taken to carry on the war 


’ Pi'obably a native agent. 
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against liim witli tlie utmost vigom', and to provide against any 
foreign interference. I am, &c., 

CoENWALLIS. 

On the following day Lord CornwaUis writes again to Mr. 

Stuart to express his astonishment, at denying the charges 

brought against him and insinuating that the Eaja was not ill- 
disposed towards him. Lord CornwaUis “ thinks it now necessary 

to say, that I beheve to be guilty of the greatest part, if 

not of aU the charges ; and that the subject must be investigated 
in the most serious manner.” He leaves it to Mr. Stuart to decide, 

whether should be allowed the option of sending the papers 

home at once in jmi iia-n.ijh.-b: or of awaiting another oppor- 
tunity, when morv .-licii'd have been obtained. “ I am 

not sure,” Lord Cornwallis concludes, “ that ’s effrontery de- 

serves this indulgence.” 


Lieut.-General Grant to Eapx Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept. 1787.] 

My dear Lord, Saclmllo street, April IG, 1787. 

The election of the six Dhectors being over, and Parlia- 
ment being to meet to-day after the Easter recess, your fortunate 
and expeditious packet will sail, as Mr. Dundas teUs me, in a few 
days ; and so I take up the pen to tell you everything I hear in 
return. I only desire such a note as I received from you to say 
you are iveU, and have got my letter. 

Your friends were happy to hear of your .. 1 ^ !l I . 

them you may believe is the first object, and • - , ■ : ' . i , " ; . ■ ■ 

to the continuance of it in a bumper at the i ; . . ; 

and I hear everywhere of the universal satisfaction which all your 
measures have given in India, and of their astonishment at Cal- 
cutta to find you, a stranger just upon yoiu arrival, so perfectly 
well-informed about the situation of the Company’s affahs, their 
interest and connections, bi>ih I'uliii.:;!!! iir.d commercial, &c. The 
Ehectors were much pleased with your despatches, and Dundas 
told me that it must give you — as it did them — great satisfaction to 
find that you had taken almost every step which was pointed out 
to you in theh letters before you received them. Maepherson was 

^ One of the numerons dinner clubs of the a week durins the season. It existed till 
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gone up tlie Ganges for tlie recovery of Ms health, and therefore 
does not sign the letters. A voyage home is not impossible 
I should think, as you have made some alterations both in 
Macpherson’s and Hastings’ arrangements; the last has but few 
friends who now appear for him in the House of Commons. I 
don’t know what number may come down to support him when 
the mode of impeachment is brought forward, as there are a great 
many members who have never attended or taken part ; but as the 
Ministers and Opposition appear to us bystanders to be united, there 
can be little doubt of tlie impeachment being can’ied to the Loi’ds ; 
but though many people are smignii^m nl -oul it, I fancy the tryal 
can hardly come on tliis Session ; and Ersldne,' who returned his 
retaining fee to Mr. Hastings because it would mterfere with his 
other business, says a lawyer must be a fool who cannot contrive to 
protract Hastings’ business before the House of Lords for three 
years.® Jack Lee® has been upon the chcuit, did business, and is 
recovered. Lord Mansfield is at Bath, sleeps everywhere but in 
bed, receives his quarter’s salary, and does not resign. Lord Stor- 
mont dining the recess went down to pay lum a visit, and to pre- 
vent a resignation, — at least so it is said. When they were talking 
of law promotions, Bearcroft said Lord Mansfield’s carriage stops 
the way ; the bishoprick of Durham put the Tyger'^ in good humour, 
and will make Pepper Arden Master of the Eolls ; I said in my last 
that I thought it would happen, though the former dislike prevents 
Pepper from getting a guinea. 

Sir George EUiot ® comes home for a time at his oivn desire. 


5th : . • 

Apri . .. 

Nov, 17, 1823 ; m. 1st, May 20, 1770, 
Frances, clau. of 0 i 1 7-;;, ; ■ 

Great Marlow, ii'- '.li •t: ■.v.i.: a 

Miss Sarah Buc, i'-.-: i'-'.. •• w! • s; in 
far advanced in years, under very discredit- 
able circumstances at Gretna Green, where 
■ I- i .■•••.•■.■■iiig a woman’s 

I.::;'. 'i; - ■. • the Prince of 

\'. . .'..rii . ^ : 1 1 !■ ; Chancellor of 


made a peer, except in the Parliament of 
1781, when he was defeated by Admiral 
Cornwallis. 

Lord ■ 

when he openea tne nrst charge, l<'eb. 17, 

1786, ■■■ ■ ■ ' , > 1'' 

1787. . ■ ■ . ■ ■ 

Cornwal' , , ■ . . 


witness for ^ the defence, and the House of 

ir: ■!■ -i- •:= : !;:;i 7 

2 months, and 11 days I 
® .John Lee, h. 1732, d. Aug. 5, 1793. 
Solicitor-General from April 18 to Nov. 7, 

1782, and again from April 1 5 to Nov. 22, 

1783, when he was made Attorney-General, 
an office he held only for 34 days. M.P. 
for Clithero from April, 1782, to June, 
1790, and then for Higham Ferrers till his 
death. It is considered contrary to pro- 


this instance the rule seems to have been 
broken through. 

4 The Ty™-. e u.— -''ven T.e-d 
17o7. 

® Sir George Augustus Elliot, Iv.B., a 
General and Colonel 15th Light Dragoons, 
son of Sir John Elliot, Bart., of btobs ; 
created Lord HeatliMd July 6, 1787; b. 
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wliich tlie world says is to clear up some complaints wHcli have 
been made and raised against liim by mercantile people. I rather 
believe that he thinks he was neglected and overlookt when 
Carleton was made a Lord ; that he is silently dissatisfied upon that 
account ; and though he does not, and probably will not state it as 
a grievance, bn I that he is in favom, he flatters himself 

that it may *>•> i.-.jtde up to him when he is upon the spot. I 
write this partly from information and partly from conjecture, as I 
know the man intimately. 

Lord Eawdon ’tis said had an idea of being Secretary of 
State,^ and bei":- has gone int-; • ; .■.-.'f'-i. T.ords 

Say and Sele,^ ;•■!!.■ ^ -e joined him, ; ; :■ •; ; ■■ ; ! ■■ . are 

thought to go together. 

The Northington estate is to be sold in lots. My friend Hai’ry 
Drummond,^ has bought the Glrange ® for five and forty thousand : 
a fine place it is they say. I shall be a better judge of that soon, as 
I am to pass the Wliitsun holydays there. The daughters, or rather 
the sisters of the late Lord will get twenty-five thousand apiece, — 
thatwouldhavebeen a good windfall fo • i’ •• ■ ■.r'-hr.- 

if he had not broke faith with Lady !’• ' ■ ■ 


Doc. 25, 1717, a, July 6, 1790, at his 
chateau near Aix-la-Chapelle ; m, June 8, 
1748, Anne Pollexfen, dau, of Sir Francis 
Drake, 5t}], Baronet Lord Heathfield was 
wounded at Dettingen, and served with dis- 
tinction at various times, especially during 
the Seven Years' Wr.-:. ’■at I'o ’o b"?t k"own 
for his celebrated I.' 

he had been annty. i i •-! 
peerage, the ground of complaint was soon 
removed, as his own peerage W'as the first 

I '. L;. • ; =■ 1 ! ) 

had been for some time on bad terms with 
V.-. T" f. ", -"r took a 

' - I'Tsele, a 

Va'i .-ib!: ••••.'. . . i '■ ; : 9 th Regi- 

meiiL; u, li'.Jj, d. Ju.j 1, ITbS; m. Dec. 
12, 1707, Elizabeth, dan. of Sir Edwai-d 

:e (son of 

..... ■ . .1. March 

. . ; ; dra, dau. 

• . . -of r.ady 

'• -1 c-i-_ ‘^•dtash, .May, t7(.i8, 

> ■ . • of William, 4th 

. ■ , ) was killed at 

CuiliidL'U. TTis Oidosi. son was attainted, but 
tlio litle was losiorotl .luno 17, 1824, by Act 
of Parliament, and was then assum^ by 


James Andrew, Sth Viscount. Mr. Drum- 
mond was b. 1731, d. June 24, 1795; m. 
March 21, 1761, Elizabeth, dau. of the Hon. 
Charles Compton, and sister of Charles and 
Spencer, the 7th and 8th Earls of North- 
ampton. M.P. for Wendover from Deo. 
1774 to July, 1780, and then for ilidhurst 
till June, 1790. 



both by Mr. Drumniouu anu uiu uiue j.uia 
Ashburton, and, including what the 1st Loj’d 
Northington spent upon it, is reckoned to 

. ■ ■ . a Major- 

■ , j tj ' e 1st Lord 

Crewe; b. Sept. 17, 1749, d. June 17, 
1814; m. 1780, Milborough, dau. of Samuel 
Allpvess, Esq. 

r T.;.:. Ti,-- ; IT,-;:.;.-. Oc'. 2, 1744, 

i: i.'.i-. ■: !v c:' ■= 'lingley, 

iv; '. li:;;. .M r folle- 
Si-dEarl 
. . 'lew York 

' ington of 

the Guards, ; 2;. i Lord 

Muncaster, Her .four sisters were — Jane, 
h. July 12, 1750 ; m. Doc. 16, 1772, Sir 
Willoughby Aston. Catherine, b. Nov. 11, 
1757 ; m. March 17, 1777, .Geoi’ge Lord 
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as lie is at present, lie lias found it necessary to move to the 
Continent for a change of air mth his Jamaica lady. 

Yon will hear a great deal about a motion which was made in 
the House of Commons for th ■ . y- '. -f the Prince’s debts/ it 
was not a favourite moasiire ■■■.'■. hough they all agreed 

to support it, except the Dr . ■■ ■ ■ and the Cavendishes,' 

who absolutely refused. The 'Prince’s friends at first were sanguine 
about numbers, and members on both sides were summoned from 
the country ; those in town were warmly canvassed, and mes- 
sages were sent to solicit individuals to vote, and if not, to stay 
away. The number of iir.Uiib'W- >n]ipo-.‘d to be in town at one time 
was 170 for the motion, 800 against ; but ivlien the motion was 
withdi-awn, the numbers who would have attended and voted, after 
the strictest scrutiny, stood upon the Treasury list — 140 for the 
motion, 270 against; and after all that has been said and wrote 
upon the subject, which has been variously and ignorantly stated 
by some, and warmly and industriously misrej)resented by otliers, 
the proposition of this year does not vary the least in the world 
from that of last year, except that the business now rests with the 
Minister, who will pay the debt, build the house, and even increase 
the income from 5000?. to 10,000?. a-year, upon certain condi- 
tions required and demanded by his Master ; in short everytliing 
to make the Prince easy, but notliing to 23ut it in his jDower to 
give trouble. The Minister sent a message to the Prince by Lord 
Southampton, assuring him that what he said in the House was 
with regard to the King and his Koyal Highness only, and did 
not extend to any other subject, which, though not mentioned, 
evidently a23plied to Mrs. Fitzherbert.^ A warm answer was given, 
that he did not receive verbal messages, and that if the Minister 
had any business with Mm he should come Mmself ; tliis was after- 
wards softened by a letter by the Prince’s command fr-om the 
Duke of Cumberland^ to Dimdas, desiring him to -wait on the 


Deerhurst. Mary, b. Sept. 20, 1751 ; m. 
Dec. 23, 1772, Edward, last Eai'l Ligonier. 
Elizabeth, b. June 10, 1759 ;^in. Aug. 7, 

Mr. Pitt if he 1 >.i b. : v.-- ■ 

for relieving th-: '.’-b-. ■„ < 
debts ; and being answered in the negative, 
gave notice i !' a i. I: On 
the 27th " .= : . i i;,. ad- 
verted to b'-'; g .v-j rise 

to much angry discussion on that day, on 
the 30th, and on May 2, when the notice 
was withdrawn. After much negotiation 
Mr. Pitt, on May 24, proposed a vote of 
VOL. I. 


161,000?. to pay the debts, 20,000?. for 
completing Carlton House, and an increase 
of 1U,000?. to the Prince’s annual income. 

2 Maria Anne, dan, of Walter Smythe, 

Esq., of Bambi'idge; h. July 26, 1756, d. 
March 27, 1837 ; m. 1st, July, 1775, 

Edward Weld, Esq., of Lulworth; 2nd, 
1778, Thomas Fitzherhert, Esq., of Swin- 
nerton, who died May 7, 1781. Abm;t 
three years .after, she bee.!;:'; ■■ 

with the Prince of Wales, ii.-' i . 

her marriage with him is dated Deo. 21, 
1785. 

3 Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, 
brotlier to George III. ; b. Hov. 7, 1745, 

U 
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Prince at Cumberland House at a certain hour, which he did after 
consulting the Minister and the Chancellor ; he was very explicit 
in a conversation of two hours, gave his opinion freely, and told 
him that whatever he might have heard to the contrary from 
designing people, he might trust and depend upon the Minister as 
■ a man of lionoiu. In consequence of that conversation, the Prince 
desued to see Mr. Pitt, who waited upon his Eoyal Highness after 
receiving the King’s commands, and both Dundas and he have 
seen the Prince since that time, and the Prince has a letter written 
by Mr. Pitt by the King’s commands. I know no more of this 
affair, but that the business is not settled at this hour. If I hear of 
other circumstances before a vessel sails I shall add the account, 
for I go on as things occur. The first part of this letter was wrote 
in April, and this on the 10th of May, which enables me to tell you 
that the impeachment of Mr. Hastings was carried last night by a 
majority of 85.^ I saw Mr. Pitt and Dundas come into White’s 
at eleven at night to diuner, when I was coming away without my 
SMi'i-,'!', bnd tbo c!oy before the Marquis of Stafford,® Kigby, 

i bmdiis, liw '! tVc., at my house, from dinner till two in 

the morning,— as hard a day as we had once when you were of the 
party, and I would venture upon such another to have you again 
safe and well, with a hundred-thousand good things, in Sackville- 
street. Many of the articles of impeachment will be rejected by 
the House of Lords ; the tryal wuU not come on this Session. 
Westminster Hall must be fitted up, for the Lords wfil not agree 
to hear it in their House ; they wish, at least many of them, to 
make the trial as troublesome and expensive as possible ; for they 
say if that is not the case, the Commons will send them up Bills of 
Impeachment with. as much ease as they send up a Tiunpike or 
Eoad Bill. 

Sh Charles Grey’s son, who comes in for Northumberland, in 


d. Sept. 18, 1790; m. Oct. 2, 1771, Anne, 
dim. of SiiiKin, Ist T.ovd Trnhanj. .rnd widow 
of Chvi:;'vi!i'l!i;v Tforioi!, K:-.]. Loiil Ii-iiiiam 
wcH ciL’.'ii ud Knri oi Cnrhivnipton Julv 1, 
17S5. 



K. . ■ : 

3n. 1st, Dec. 23, 1744, Elizabeth, 'dan. of 
Nicholas Fazerkerly, Esq. ; 2nd, March 28, 
17'' 8. T."::-sr.. drv. n? ‘=cv""pe, ist Duke of 
i'i i- ...; ■: ■! ■■ z . 1768, Susanna, 

■ii;. of Galloway. 

A lord of the -Vdiniralty, Not. 1749, and 
from that time up to Not. 1779 ho, with 
short iiitovvnls, held the various offices of 


Privy Seal, Master of the Horse, Keeper of 
the Wardr h;, T- vl C! ■ vl and Pre- 
sident of (' ■ Pitt’s ac- 

cession to power, Dec. 1783, he was re- 
appointed Lord President, which office, and 
afterwards that»of Privy Seal, he held till 
July, 1794. M.P. for Bishop’s Castle, Nov. 
1744 to June, 1747, then for 'Westminster 
to 1754, and, lastly, for Liclifield, till he 
■ . Dec. 25, 1754. 

Westminster in 
■ . . his re-election 

contest of Trent- 

to 
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liis i! ■■ u „ -violent attack upon tlie Minister,^ wlio in 

reply said many civil tilings, complimented liim upon his abilities, 
and took no notice of the abuse. Mr. Fox said nothing could he 
handsomer or better judged than Mr. Pitt’s conduct upon the occa- 
sion; but Grey has returned to the charge, and upon making a 
motion to appoint a Committee to inquire into the state of the Post 
Office, he made use of stronger language than ever 'vvas heard in 
the House of Commons, and was not approved of by either party ; 
the Minister was firm, and without losing temper treated his 
violence and threats with contemjit ; he was attacked at tlie same 
time by Fox and Sheridan, and in short with all the abilities of 
Opposition ; and Pigby, who was in the House and attended that 
day out of f!riond«hi]i to Lord Carteret, told me, “You know,” says 
he, “ !. i.iii li.-i partial to Pitt, and yet I must own that he is 

infinitely superior to anything I ever saw in that House, and I 
declare that Fox and Sheridan, and all of them put together, are 
notliing to him ; he, without support or assistance, answers them all 
with ease to himself, and they are just chaff before the wind to liim.” 
The history of the Post Office business is an intention to hurt Lord 
Carteret, and to bring the Minister into a scrape if possible. Lord 
Clarendon, as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, gave way to 
Jenldnson, and Lord Tankerville® was tmmed out of the Post 
Office to make room for Clarendon and to accommodate Lord 
Carteret, who said he could not remain in office with Tankerville. 
The Committee is sitting, and it will ap])oa.r that liord Carteret 
provided for some of his friends by quartering them upon officers 
who did the business, but without any pecuniary consideration to 
liimself; in short, different things which have been the constant 
practice, without being inquired into, in all the departments of the 
State, and which do well enough in conversation at the brown 
table, but are very disagreeable when they come to be inves- 
tigated before the House of Commons. There are many things 
of" the same kind to be laid to the charge of Tankerville, wliich 
will be brought forward in the Committee, by Lord Maitland,'’’ 

1 Tlio sp?cch ii! ([iicstioi! was at the time 
consichwi-cl hy all an intemperate 

effasion. Mr. Orev (aftorwnrds (niai-les, Cnl 
V.c.-A O’-^y. wr:; h:>v" March 1^, ITC-I-, 

■ i. 17. 7 N . 18, 1794, Mary 

Elizabeth, dan. of William, 1st Lord Pon- 
sonby. First Lord of the Admiralty from 
Feb. to Sept, 1800, and then Secretary of 
State to March 25, 1807 ; First Lord of the 
Treasuiy from Nov. 24, 1830, to July 18, 

1834; M.P. for Northumberland from June, 

1786, to April, 1807, and then for Appleby 


till he succeeded to the peerage, Nov. 14, 
1807. 

2 "!!■ Pn:-! cf Tarb-’v':’, . 1:. Nrv. 

15, i7; i. l.Vi.. y\ Ifi'-.!: (v!. 7, 


u 2 
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Todd’s^ son-in-law ; bnt Tankerville says lie is not in office, and 
does not, care one fartking wliat appears against liim, provided lie 
can hurt the Minister and Lord Carteret. One of the members 
said humorously enough to a friend in the House ; “ Tankerville 
beats Carteret in coals, the reforming Lord’s expenditure was a 
chalcbon a-day ; but,” says he, “ Carteret has the puU upon him 
in wax candles and oil ; but that is fafr, as he sits up later.” I do 
not know how the affair will end, jirobably in nothing of conse- 
quence, but in preventing some future abuses, and in reducing 
the income and profit of the Postmasters. The Committee is to 
report facts to the House, but has not the power to form resolu- 
tions; if they had, it might be a serious business, for they are 
all violent Opposition, except Lord Maitland, who is violently 
with them in everything but this Post-Office business, and in that 
he is as hot and violent against them as he can be ; but I am told 
that neither Fox nor Sheridan approves of the attack, they thinlv it 
is an invidious business. You will see nothing against Carteret in 

i: . ■ re all ready to receive luforma- 

" ■ . . .. 

Sloper and Balling are arrived. I am glad to find by your 
letter to Phii:ij:-i'ii, .-ind Eoss’s to Fawcett, that you are in good 
health; bi:v who I have seen, tells me that you expose 

yourself too much to the sun, which he says at times in your 
eastern world is hurtful. 

The Ton at present is to give balls ; no woman can exist with- 
out having fiddles two or three times at her house in the course of 
the winter; Lady Hopetoun'^ three in a month. The Duke of 


Esq. ; created Lord Lauderdale in England, \ : 
Feb. 15, ISOfi. M.P. for Newport (Corn- 
wall), and tl f:r yr’v - 7 . ''•• • o 
1780, till lie ■ 



1790, to 1790. He was employed in 1806 


.■ , . ' . • v. ■ beaten 

l..y ;. . 1: •.■ ■■- Lord 

: .1 i.;>: com- 

pletely changed. 

1 Antony Todd, b, 1716, d, June 8 , 
1798. He entered the Post-Office in 1732, 
and 'was made Secretary, 1762. 

* Tiie origin of the whole biisiiu-ss was a 


!. Iv. . Lords Tankerville 
I ; .• was a friend ami 

! .■■.'•'J'. O-. .A ■ ' 


I'HO, and 
londemn- 
, '■ were so 
. that he 

b. June 

! ; ■ ■ i. Cathe- 

rine, dan. of Oswald Hanson, Esq., of Wake- 
field. 

^ F.’!.--.’ 'h C.--.-,!. -f TV , v/ife of 
Jamt^, 1 - : f.u.. Lin Earl 

of Nortliesk j d. Aug. 19, 1793 ; ni, Aug. 16, 
1766. 
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Gordon’s^ house was not convenient for a ball till the Duke went 
abroad with his son, the Marquis of Huntley ; the Duchess now 
finds out that the house will do very well, and so she exhibits 
before she retires to Scotland, j 

James Geant. 

Cornwallis to Alexander Macauley,® Esq. 

Dear Sir, AllahaLad, Sept, 14, 1787. 

I did not know of the resolution of the Board relative to the 
witholding Sir John Macpherson’s salary, until it had passed. But 
I -will fairly own to you that I ivas always of opinion, in •wliicli I 
had no doubt that every man in the settlement concurred, that the 
Supreme Council could not bo justified in paying allowances to any 
person wdio had passed the Cape of Good Hope in his way to 
Europe ; nor did I conceive that the Members of Council or 
Judges, stood in a different predicament from any others. 

I can have no objection to yom: entering a protest on this 
subject, or taking any measures you may tlnnk incumbent upon 
you as Sir John Macphersoii’s attorney; but it ivould be indelicate 
in me, even if my sentiments had been altered on this subject, to 
interfere with the Act of the Board, 

This case after all must be decided by the Court of Directors ; 
and the only difference that the measure of the Council can make 
to Sh- John Maciiherson, will be 4 per cent on the half of his 
salary; for if the decision of the Court of Directors should be 
favourable to Sir John, they wiU order him the pay that has been 
stopped, with interest of 8 per cent. 

I will put a case that militates against yom interpretation of the 
Act of Parliament. You know when the Council is reduced to two 
by death, removal, or resignation, the Governor-General is directed 
by the xAct to call in a third ; now if Mr. Stuart or Mr. Shore were 
to go to Europe in the same manner as Sir John Macpherson, the 
Governor-General conld not call in another memher, becanse by 
your coustruction, there would be no vacancy. 

I beg leave to assure you that I have every good disposition 
towards Sir Johu Mncphor?:oii, that I am sensible of the obliging 
manner in which !u; j-cc-.-ivcd me, and of his endeavour’s to make 
my situation as agreeable as possible. And if he should return to 

^ Tile Duchess of Gordon then resided in .‘Jnerefrivy to the Gfivermnoiit of Malta, in 
Upper Grosvenor Street, No. 10. which island he died Jau. 18, 1805. 

® Alexander Macauley was sifterwards 
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tliis country, I am convinced tliat the most friendly co-operation 
and intercourse would subsist between ns. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Hon. Lockhart Gordon,' Judge-Advocate- 
Geneeal. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sib, .. On tte Ganges, Oct. 9, 1787. 

I have read over and confirmed the volnminoiis Court 
Martial, wbicli has cost you so much pams, and in which you have 
slioivn so much ability and attention. But I must observe to you, 
that you have not kept clear of the erroneous practice which has 
crept into the proceeding's of General Courts Martial in this service. 
I had intended to have taken public notice of it on the first repeti- 
tion ; but as this has been your first essay, and as you have been 
only actuated by the best intentions, and by an overfloiving zeal 
for justice, I shall content myself with giving you my private sen- 
timents. 

The duty of a Judge Advocate, after the Court has assembled, is 
to administer the oaths to the members, to take down the proceed- 
ings distinctly, and to collect the ophiions when sentence is to be 
passed. It is also expected that he will be able to point out to the 
Court the forms of procedm’e, and particularly the regular mode of 
examining witnesses. But after stating his opinion once upon 
these points, it rests entirely with the Comrt to adopt or reject it. 

It is likewise proper in him to put such questions to the 
witnesses as he thinks will tend to discover the truth, and wliich do 
not appear to have occiuTed to any of the members ; and if con- 
tradictory evidence has been given by different witnesses, it is right 
in him to state it in plain terms as a simple fact, if it appears to 
h^ve escaped the attention of the Court when they proceed to give 
sentence. But as the Judge Advocate does not sit in a judicial 
capacity, and has no share of responsibility in the sentence of the 
Court, he has a very delicate part to act, and ought not upon any 
account td declare his o]3inion on the credibility of the evidence, or 
on the guilt or innocence of the accused ; but should leave it en- 

1 Hon, Lockhart Gordon, son of John, 3vd 
Earl of Aboyue; b. 1732, d. March 24, 

1788; I.-:. d.-u. of Elias Levi, 

Esq.; (a:. J Catbedae, daa, of 
John V' .and sister of 
John, 2iid Earl of Portsmouth. He was 



Colonel. He was appointed Judge Advo- 
cate in 1787. 
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tirely with the members who are alone accomitable for the conse- 
quences, to pass sentence according to the dictates of tlieir own 
conscience and judgment. The members of a Court Martial sit as 
judges, as well as jury. I am sm-e you will be obliged to me for 

telling you that your attack on Captain was highly imjmoper, 

and I am persuaded that nothing of that kind will ever happen 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to John Shore, Esq. 

Dear Sir, ... ‘ On tlie Ganges, Oct. lO, its?. 

. • . I liave received several melancholy shukhas from the 

King, ^ calling on me in the most pressing terms for assistance and 
support. This morning I wuote him a letter perfectly civil and 
respectful, but without all that jargon of allegiance and obedience, in 
which I stated most explicitly the imj)ossibility of oiu interference. 

I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to John 'Shore, Esq. 

Dear' Sir, Futty Gimr, oct. is, itst. 

I received last m'ght your letters of the 3rd and 4th instant, 
with the enclosures from Sir A. Campbell, &c. 

I lose no time in assuring you and Mr. Stuart, that I most 
q'l.'rfectly o] i];ri,'\ (: of your having resolved to support the declaration 
o\ I hi- ('overnment, and of its being our determination to 

protect the Eajah of Travancore as one of omr allies. If it ’will 
give you the smallest satisfaction, you may put my concurrence 
upon record. We must no doubt make every preparation in our 
power to fiuiiid! of men, money, &c., for carrying on the 

war (if VC slioi!!.! i‘.rced into it) with the greatest vigour ; in 
the mean time we can only give Sh Archibald the strongest 
assurances of the utmost exertion of our power to assist him. It is 
impossible to enter into particulars, until we ai'e acquainted with 
the manner in winch Tippoo means to carry his designs into 
execution. But in a few days I wiU send down to be recorded, 
some ideas of the outlines that would be proper for om* conduct. 

I shall only say at present, that as soon as w^ar is commenced, 
so far from confining omselves to defensive measures, I tlnnk every 


1 Shall Alein. 
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engine sliould be moved to cany it on in snob a manner as to 
secure tlie liononr of tlie nation, and to be tlie most likely to bring 
it to a speedy conclusion. 

In regard to horses, I fear we have no means wliicb \yonld 
enable us to send any considerable number by water. Those 
belonging to the body-guard may be sent if : sure 

I make very little use of them, but those o' ;■ ■ id- are 

too old for so distant a service. Without waiting for further 
information, I shall immediately order a small augmentation, 
principally to enable me to judge with certainty whether we shall 
find the cavalry people in this country ready to engage with us. 
Perhaps it may be j)roper that you should send me a regular 
....•x... /•- measure from the Board. 

i ■ ■ ' j'' me great pleasmu to hear a better account of yom-s 
and Mr. Stuart’s health. We must not allow this business to affect 
our spirits, but whatever turn it takes, we must trust that it will 
ultimately be for the best, I feel much bolder since I have seen 
tins brigade of sepoys. X am &c., 

Cornwallis. 

EacvL Cornwallis to Edward Hay, Esq. 

Sir, Oa the Ganges, Oct, 18, 1787. 

. . . The wants of the Company at home render it abso- 
lutely necessary to despatch v!- Tr- - ■■ B ■ ‘ f , 

allotment of ships is made ■ d • : d. 

to the Board to ascertain with as much precision as possible, the 
quantity of tonnage on which- we might depend in the cora-se of 
next winter, for transporting stores or troops to the Coromandel or 
Malabar coasts. j 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis' to George Forster, Esq. 


Sir, Ca-wniiore, Oct. 23, 1787. 

You are aheady acquainted with my principal reasons for 
employing yon in yoiu* present mission to Moodajee Boosla, the 



to another ohject, 1m’ i ) 

Lord Cornwallis. .'.;i .• i ■- 

pelled to do it, w l: '. i e- i ■ 

from home. 
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acting cliief of tlie Berar Government. Slionld Ti23poo abstain 
from liostilities against our territories or tliose of our allies, you will 
content yourself ^Yitll declaring tliat you were des^iatcKed by me, to 
assure Moodajee of my esteem and friendsliij) for liim, and of the 
concern that I take in the honoiu nrsd i-.To=]'irrIty of lii- Government. 
You will also inform him, that as lii- 15',,'!ii -rij:n IhindiV on 

account of his gTeat age and infirmities could not undertake so long 
a journey, you were selected by me as a person on whom I have 
enthe confidence, to receive those unreserved and important com- 
munications to which he alluded in his letter to Boneram Bandit, 
which was shown to me. You will also, during your residence with 
Moodajee, in the case that has been sujrposed, take every means 
that may be in your j^ower, consistent with the utmost attention to 
avoid every stej) that might excite jealousy or suspicion of an 
unfriendly or indiscreet ciuiosity, to obtam a Imowledge of the 
extent, revenues, and forces of tlie Berar Government, and of the 
real character and disj)Osition of Moodajee, as well as of the other 
members of his family, and of the persons who are jn’mcipally 
employed in the management of the public affairs. It will also be 
of great importance to ascertain the j)articular relation or connexion 
of that Court with the other Maratta Chiefs, and the heads under 
which the principal parties of that State are at present ranged ; 
and also the nature of the connexion li.-lwcn Mo'.d:ij'-.' mid the 
Nizam, and of any correspondence that may liavr- iio-.-dd l:.(■ 1 v,een 
him and Tippoo. For the above purpose -, ii a ill oc si:i'iiciom to 
deliver the General Credential letter No. 1. with which you are 
furnished. 

Should you receive certain information of Ti|3poo’s having 
actually commenced hostilities against us or any of our allies that 
were included in the late jjeace, you will deliver to Moodajee the 
letter No. 2, -with wliich you have been charged with a view to the 
possibihty of that event. 

We are so little accpiaiiited with the real disjposition, the political 
views, and several other circumstances of the juesent situation of 
the jM'iueiiial Maratta Chiefs, that it is not in my power to give 
you (lotniletl instriiciions for your conduct. If the Marattas have 
engaged or resolved to keep peace with Ti]3poo, it is not probable 
that our solicitations would induce them to depart immediately 
from that jdan : and the more earnestly that we pressed such 
solicitations, the chance would be the less for their being successful. 

1 Beneram Pundit had been sent many Benares, and : 'T - ’ ' him in all 

years before as envoy from the Raja to his danger. ] ■ , ' ; Dewan, or 

Calcutta. He accompanied Hastings to Minister to the Raja. 
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Eyen should their public measures be in some degree undetermined, 
much appearance of anxiety on our part would be construed by 
them to proceed from conscious weakness, or they w^ould endeavour 
to take an iinfah’ advantage of it in settling the terms of any 
connexion which might be proposed to be formed. You will 
therefore, after delivering the letter and professing an inclination 
to form a close connexion and alliance against Tippoo as a 
common enemy, go no fmrther than requesting that Moodajee will 
give immediate orders for a free passage through Cuttack, for such 
troops as this Government may think proper to despatch at any 
time by that route for carrying on the war, unless your advances 
are received with an a2)parent cordiality. In that case a negoti- 
ation may be commenced, and you will consider, as the most 
important object of it, to obtain the influence ■ ■ ■ '■ '■-■■■ 

the Poonah Government to take that lead in : • • • ■ . 

of the Marattas for renewing the war agtiinsi xij.qjou. tohoiuci 
that object not aiipear to be attainable, and Moodajee should 
XDi’ofess an inclination to form a ‘"h our Govern- 
ment, it must be encouraged, tl < • i • • agreement, it 

will bo propel’ to submit the in’o^iosed terms to the consideration of 
the Board. .For unless he is able to make a powerful diversion, or 
to furnish a large body of good cavahy to act with om army in the 
Carnatic, it is not clear that we could derive any material ad- 
vantage from it. If you have reason to believe that his cavali'y is 
of good quahty and would prove useful to us, you are, m the event 
of a connexion of any sort, to look upon it as a desirable object to 
obtain a body of ten or twelve thousand horse, to join Sh Archibald 
Campbell by the most convenient and expeditious route ; and 
should all other objects fail, I should think it of consequence if you 
could obtain for a reasonable 2nice, from one to two thousand good 
horses to mount cavalry of om* own. 

In return for the stqiulations which we would wish from the 
Marattas, I shall now mention the outline of those to wliich we 
would rigiv;-:;, iji ly.-iur:! ri-r those that would be most favourable for 
us. 0 v.i.'iiM iigrce, not to make peace with Ti 23 poo without 
mutual concert, nor before they had recovered the countries that 
have been conquered from them between the Kristna and Tum- 
buddra ; we would engage to furnish some battalions of infantry 
and a train of field artfllery; to act with theh army in that quarter ; 
and we would pay any body of their cavahy, that iniglit joiji and 
co-operate with our army in the Carnatic. 

I have no doubt of your zeal and activity to do everything in 
your power to 2')romote the national honour and interest, and when 
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you have entered upon this business, and can point out proper 
objects more clearly than they appear from our present inform- 
ation, I shall be ready to give you as explicit instructions as may 
be practicable, for your guidance and conduct. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Near Mongheer, Nov. 16, 1787. 

I have been most agreeably surprised at the good condition 
of the native troops. A spirit of lixcrliou and emulation 23revailed 
throughout the whole, and I have no doubt that they will soon arrive 
at a very liigh jiitch of discijiline. The 73rd regiment is in excel- 
lent order, and does great credit to the pains which Colonel Mac- 
leod^ ■ 1 IT- -‘•''I — '’’ove taken with it, but what shall I say 
of the < ■■■ i! ; .• ••? I did not think Britain could have 

furnished such a set of wretcned objects. I would infinitely rather 
take the 73rd regiment upon service with me, than the whole six 
ComjDany’s battalions. Indeed, I have great doubts whether by 
drafting the whole six, I could comjplete one serviceable battalion 
to the jiresent establishment. 

Bor Grod’s sake lose no time in taking up this business in the 
most serious manner. If the British possessions in India are worth 
preserving, do not let us sacrifice them to the jobs of crimjis, or to 
trifiing jealousies and punctilios nbout King’s and \ ’s t i'oops ; 

call them what you will, they are troojjs destined >«> .niiich.-i- (■.<.'C!iii!il 
service to their country. The Comjpany must have permission to 
raise recruits 2 >ublickly ;• these recruits must be iiropeiiy examined 
and be subjected to martial law, and placed under the command of 
their own officers until the time of their embarkation. 

I know the army at home will opjiose this, but I trust, if it is 
2 )roperly rejiresented to Ins Majesty, he will not countenance their 
cpj-.-iiion ; if he should, we must revert to the jilan of the officers 
liiiviiig l\iiiy;S commissions, or send out King’s regiments. But I 
have no difficulty in declaiing, and give you leave to quote my 

’ Colonel Norman Macleod (20th Chief 
of Macleod), 73rd Regiment, afterwards 
Lieut. -General ; b. March 4, 1754, d. Aug. 

1801 

Esq. ; 2: . ' . . ■ . - , 

Esq. M. P. Inverness county from NoV. 


Regiment, afterwards Majoi'-Genei'al. Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Madras from 1807 to 
Jan, 29, 1809, when he embarked for Eu- 
rope. The vessel is supposed to have foun- 
dered at sea, as she was never heard_ of. 
His conduct when Commanier-in-Chief pro- 
duced the Madras nautiny. 
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declaration where yon please, that the present plan cannot be con- 
tinued without exposing our Asiatic dominions to the most im- 
minent danger. 

There appears such a jealousy and coldness in the disposition of 
the Marattas towards us, that I do not flatter myself in the event 
of a breach with Tippoo, that we could derive any immediate 
assistance from them. The timidity of the Nizam, and the 
wretched state of his army and his country, do not render his 
intrigues with the Trench and Tippoo very formidable, and I tliink 
they may alarm the jealousy of the Poonah ministry, and incline 
them more readily to take part with us. 

You will have read in a letter from Mr. Malet to the Bombay 
Government, the proposal wMch Nana made about Salsette, and 
the sentiments which the Governor and Council expressed to Mr. 
Malet on the subject. I should like to know yom* sentiments 
about Salsette, and in what sort of estimation you hold it, in case 
it should on a future day become a question of serious consideration. 
I have understood that it is of very little use to Bombay, but 
am not sure that this may not be occasioned by their bad manage- 
ment of it. 

Believe me, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
HoXOITRABLE Sirs, On the Ganges, Not. 16, 1787. 

. . . I was received at Allahabad and attended to Luck- 
now by the Vizier and his ministers, with every mark of friendship 
.'"'d T . • ' wever express, how much I was concerned 

■ ■■■ j \ . -■ • at his capital, and my V- 

dominions, to he witness of the disordered state • : [ 

gr.TornTiu:i.!,. and of the desolated appearance of the country. The 
ovds - lor:' alarming to admit of palliation, and I thought it my 
duty to exliort him in the most friendly manner to endeavour to 
apply effectual remedies to them. He began with urging as 
apologies, that, whilst he was not certain of the extent of onr 
demands upon him, he had no real interest in being economical in 
his expenses ; and that while we interfered in the internal manage- 
ment of his affairs, his own : -I T ■ * ■ ^his ministers were 

despised by liis own subjects. *: i . . ■ useless to discuss 

these toj>ics*with him; but, ■ T -1 ■ .'■■■•’ i-w declarations 

of being determined to giver-- l ii. i,; ffr similar com- 
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plaints, lie gave me the strongest assurances of being resolved to 
apply himself earnestly to the encom-agement of agriculture, and 
to endeavour to revive the commerce of his country. And in order 
to enable him to be punctual in liis pecuniary engagements with us, 
and otherwise to give ease to his finances, he likewise promised not 
only to disband a large number of his omi useless rabble of troops, 
but also to retrench a great many of his other superfluous articles 
of expenditure. I tliink it proper to say, that my principal de- 
pendence for the performance of these promises, rests upon similar 
assurances from the efficient minister Hyder Beg Khan, who is 
undoubtedly the ablest man employed by the Yizier, and who, 
there is reason to expect, will from considerations of personal in- 
terest and safety, be at great pains to avoid giving just cause of 
complaint to this Government. He knows in particular that it is 
to him that I look for the punctual discharge of om* annual subsidy 
of 50 lacs ; and though I am sensible that for some time to come 
there may frecpiently be difficulties, I trust that they will never 
more fall considerably into balance, as I am j)ersuaded of their 
anxiety to avoid it. 

I have had peculiar satisfaction in disengaging this Government 
in an honourable manner, from all charge and responsibility in the 
management of the country of Funnickabad. 

I shall avoid making any remarks upon the original grounds or 
supposed right, which induced us to interfere in the detail of the 
affairs of that unfortunate country, and shall only say that I am 
afraid it has not only done us no credit in Hindostan, but that the 
imperfect manner in which we did or could int<.‘rfer(i, could hardly 
fail of being attended with the consequences that have been expe- 
rienced, — ^that of giving constant disgust and dissatisfaction to the 
Vizier and to Mozuffer Jung, without j)roducing a shadoNV of 
benefit or relief to the body of the inhabitants. It gave me great 
pleasTire to receive assurances, both verbally and in writing from 
Mozuffer J ung, that he is perfectly satisfied with the settlement of 
the tribute- and with the treatment that he has met with from the 
Yizier. Pensions are secmred, and to be paid through us, to those 
who had .any -inirtii.-ulav claim to our protection ; I mean the Be- 
gum ^ (who by her own choice remains at FmTuckabad), Dildileer 
Khan, and the Dewan Deep Chund ; and as in my opinion there 
is hardly a j ■ --n ■ f :;ood arising from om* future inter- 
ference, and ■■■ .■ .i y of much discredit, I confess I am 

ha23py that now”^ we are not called upon to take any further concern 


' The Begum, the mother of Mozuffer Jung. 
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about tliat country, tlian about any other ill-governed district of liis 
Excellency’s dominions. 

Epon my return, I saw with singular pleasure that many great 
benefits had aheady arisen from the alteration in the system of the 
management of Benares ; and the disinterested and judicious con- 
duct of Mr. Duncan, the Kesident, claimed my warmest approba- 
tion, From the short trial that has been made of the Eajah, there 
seems to be gi-eat reason to beheve, that under a proper inspection, 
he will prove sufficiently qualified to conduct his part of the busi- 
ness of the Zemindarry without the assistance of a Naib ; and he 
has already adopted or acq ■■■ ■' ■ = ■ - 

measures, that cannot fail ■■ ■ • • ’ : ■ ‘ ■ ■:■■■ ■ ‘ 1 ■ ^ ■■ 

and the general prosperity of the country. Under a persuasion 
that it will tend ultimately to Ms advantage, he readily agreed to 
the abohtion of the Ehadary and other duties, which were repre- 
sented to him as obstructions to commerce, even without requiring 
any deduction, though the temporary diminution of his revenue 
will be considerable. He has also agreed that it shall be an 
established rule in the management of his country, to let it at a 
moderate rent to men of character and substance, and in portioiis 
not exceeding, if possible, an annual rent of two or tlmee lacs of 
rupees, which, with more attention than has been generally paid to 
the regular administration of justice, will relieve the body of the 
inliabitants from many cruel oppressions, to which they have been 
frooucntly subject under a different system. Mr. Duncan is, from 
iii-, (li'jpo'ii.icji and abilities, eminently qualified both to methodize 
and to superintend the execution of this plan, and I have not the 
smallest doubt of the regular payment of the ConTi''cny’s revenues, 
or of the ease and prosperity of the coimrry iiinh r liic operation 

I am, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 

Some time previous to the arrival of Lord Cornwallis in 

India, G-eneral Sloper had authorized Captain and Captain 

to raise two corps, to be employed in the service of the Vizier. 

Lord Cornwallis, considering that arrangement to be improper, 
ordered them to be disbanded. Some r..-.- , - ■ :'ih 

reference to pay and allowances alleged . \\ ' ! 

to, Hyder Beg denied that any such e? j 

the corps had never been raised, or that at the utmost, a few men 
to act as orderlies had been em’oHed, and two or three commis- 
sions only had been given. TMs statement was communicated 
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by Lord Cornwallis to Captain May 14, 1787. A renewed 

application received the foUowing reply : — 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain . 

SlIIj Near Plassy, Nov, 22, 1787. 

I am sorry to say that on my arrival at Lucknow, I could 
not meet with any person, either European or native, that kiiew 
anything of your battalion, or had seen any part of it. Although 
I could not help placing proper confidence in your assurances of its 
being perfectly comjilete, both in officers and men, yet as there 
was not a trace of it existing at the head-quarters where it was 
raised and had been so lately disbanded, and you had been so im- 
provident as to keep no voucher for any of your disbrn-sements, you 
did not put it in my iiow^er to say to the Vizier or his ministers, that 
part of the large sum of money which you received was not issued 
to discharge your personal pay and allowances. Circumstanced 
therefore as your claim is, I do not tliink that my interference 
wuuld be warranted by the order of the Board, relative to the 
reduction of your corps and Captain ’s, 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, Dec. 12, 1787. 

... Although this country has suffered much this year 
by inundations and a dreadful himicane on the 2nd of last month, 
yet thmgs still bear a iirosperous aspect.* Our credit has not 
suffered in the least ; the discount on oim paper has not risen ; and 
I have the vanity to believe that the Government is both esteemed 
and respected. I reminded Mr. Pitt of our conversation about you, 
and have sent duplicates by the Busbridge and Princess Boyal. I 
flatter myself that my measures in this country will speak more 
forcibly to him than any other argument. We have received no 
letters since the arrival of the Minerva, but some English news- 
papers of April have come from Bombay, and we have got J^eyden 
Gazettes up to the middle of June, which tell us of the recon- 
ciliation between the K. and the P. of W,, the latter’s illness, 
&c. &c. , ■ 

Tarleton’s is a most malicious and false attack ; he knew and 
approved the reasons for several of the measures which he now 
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blames. My not sending relief to Colonel Ferguson, altbougli be 
was j)ositively ordered to retu’e, was entbely o\ying to Tarleton 
bimself; be pleaded weakness from tbe remains of a fever, and 
refused to make tlie attempt, altbougb I used tbe most earnest 
intreaties. I mention this as a proof, amongst many others, of bis 
candour. I know it is very foolish to be vexed about these tilings, 
but yet it touches me in a tender point. It is now near nine 
months since I have any accounts from England ; you will easily 
bebeve that 1 am impatient for a packet. You have made me 
pretty easy about Brome ; after bis getting so well through the first 
year, I cannot have much ajiju’ehension about him. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Goexwallts to His Royal Hiqh.vess the Duke op York. 
Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 10, 1787. 

I was so fortunate in wind and weather that I completed 
my expedition, during which by land and water I travelled above 
two-and-twenty hundred miles, in less than four months, without 
omitting any material object of my tour, either cfrdl or military. 

I shall not attempt to describe particularly to your Eoyal 
Highness the troubles which distract the northern parts of Hiii- 
dostan, where Shah Allum, the wretched representative of the 
house of Tamerlane, although nominally possessed of tbe imperial 
dignity, a:i(l idlliongh his image ^ is stamped on all the coin of the 
country, is really reduced to beggary ; and where many inferior 
princes and chiefs are contending for power, until their armies, 
wh‘ -b : ny. ■^“■■'ike them and leave them in as forlorn 

an( ■ ■ ■ as the poor emperor, of whose shadow 

of.-f ;■ ■ \ - vomring to avail themselves. In this 

■ j- .i!"'-'’': r-r'^^-'-ible from its distance to aU Europeans butour- 
■■ ■■■■■•• is so superior that we have nothing to apprehend, 

: ■ I . ; . ■ ' \ ■ give civil negatives to the various applications 

for assistance of men and money. A brigade of our sepoys would 
easily make anybody T.mT: i-roi- <..rTTIn'.k>'riiM. 

The accounts h -. (.a >';!■ '.'liicii L rociivi-! iV')m the Carnatic, did 
not suffer me to enjoy perfect tranquillity of mind. The great war- 
like preparations of T’-j--'-. rr-^. "■'--'orts transmitted to me by 

Sfr Arch. Campbell T .■ ■ ■ .'■■■■■ . attack upon us, and that 

^ A mistake. The name and titles, but not the image of Mohammedan princes, are struck 
on the coin. 
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lie would be assisted by the French, made me tremble for my plans 
of economy and reform. The storm is however blown over. Ge- 
neral Conwa}",^ the Governor of Pondicherry, has given the most 
unequivocal assurances of liis pacific intentions, and the furious 
Tippoo not only denies any hostile designs against us, but appears 
to have turned his arms again towards the Maratta frontier. 

In my military inspection, the ajipearance of the native troops 
gave me tlie greatest satisfaction; some of the battalions were 
perfectly well-trained, and there was a spirit of emulation amongst 
the officers and an attention in the men, which leaves me but little 
room to doubt that they will soon be brought to a high pitch of 
discipline. 

I have abolished their dancing about in various forms to jig- 
tunes, and have substituted marching to time, and such evolutions 
as would best prepare them for the great manceuvres, of which 
they did not entertain the most distant idea. The 73rd regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Macleod, is in very good order, but the 
Gomjiany’s Einopean troops are such miserable wretches that I 
am ashamed to acknowledge them for countrynien ; out of the six 
battalions, I do not think that I could complete one that would be 
fit for service, 

I know it win. be unpopular with my brother officers at home, 
but it is my duty to state, that if these dominions are worth pre- 
serving, it is absolutely necessary that the East India Company 
should b-' 1 ! ■ 1- . ; up publicly for recruits, and to keep 

them i:". :■ r .'i-'-. i:* the time of their embarkation. 

I have, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 


Eael Cornwallis to John Mottrux,® Esq. 

[Private.] 

Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 1G, 1787. 

I was favoured with your letter of the 28th of March, whilst 
I was on my expedition to the upper country, the objects of which, 


^ Comte Thomas de Conway, Governor of 
Pondiclieny .ond of all the French setlle- 
ments in Hindostan, an Irishman by birth : 
b. Feb. 27, 1788 : m. c dm;. rT i].-: 
de Copley, - o ! 

the American army -Inr'- :■ th- >■ 1.,: 

fought a duel v. ::;i " I.-, r.-.-, 

Maiechal-de-Camp in the French service, 
1784. He was desirous, in 1788, of assist- 
VOL. I. 


ing the Republican party in the Dutch settle- 
ments, but "was baffled by the proeauitions 
taken by Lord Cornwallis. When liie Fj-eucli 
Revolution broke out he was obliged to fly, 
and his life was saved only by the energetic 


- .l.v ■■ "d- :;-..:.;;, !■. JT-'v ; April 30, 
I'' o;' i Fast India 

Company in this year. 


X 



306 


LOED OOENWALLIS. 


Chap. IX. 


both civil and military, I have detailed veiy fully hi my letters to 
the Court of Directors. 

I can most truly say, that ever since I landed in Bengal, I have 
paid the most unremitted attention to every part of the Company’s 
interests hi tins country. I have been a most rigid economist, . hi 
all cases where I thought rigid economy was true economy. I 
abolished shiecm’e places, put a stop to jobbing agencies and con- 
1 T--gQ sums from being voted away in Council for 
and have been unwearied in hunting out 
fraud and abuse hi every department. As a j)roof that I have suc- 
ceeded, you vill see this year what never happened before — ^that oiu 
ex23enses have fallen short of our estimates. But I shall never 
think it a wise measm’e in this country, to place men in great and 
responsible situations, where the prosperity of our affaus must 
depend on then- exertions as well as integTity, without giving them 
the means, in a certain number of years, of acquiring honestly and 
openly a moderate fortune. The Company has many valuable 
servants ; the temper of the times is changhig. Men are beginnmg 
to contract their present expenses and future views. 

The Siilendid and corrupting objects of Lucknow and Benares 
are removed ; and here I must look back to the conduct of former 
Directors, who knew that these shocking evils existed, but instead 
of attemj)ting to .•■.nr.pa'i-' -ihr-m, were quarrelling whether their 
friends,*‘or those ■,)l‘ Hr. Ibi'-iing:;, should enjoy the plunder. 

I refer you to a letter which I transmit by tliis ship to the 
Comli of Directors relative to the prosecutions. I have there stated 
my sentiments so fully, that I have scarcely anything to add. 
In the list which I have desued you to reconsider, there are some 
as lionourable men as ever hved ; they liave committed no fault 
but that of submitting to the extortion of their superiors ; they had 
no other means of getting their bread, and they had no reason to 
exp(!Cl, snippovt if they had comjilaincd. I sincerely beheve that, 
cxc(q)ting Mr, Charles Grant,^ there is not one person in the list 
who would escape luosecution. You will find that we have rather 
extended our |)lan of agencies; under a good Government it is 
certainly the safest and the best. We are sure that neither the 
manufacture will be debased, nor the mannfa"br’''i' p. t— 
very important points to us as sovereigns of • . ’!■■■■■ 

for the real interest of the Company that the manufactures should 
he very cheap, provided it pays no more than other j)urchasers. 

^ Cliai'lps ClTarit.].'. Fdi. 174(1, (], Oct. 01, the county of f" "> ■ IVTV 1 
lft'23; lu. l’i;h. 20, 177i'p, .Ta:ic*, ihia. of and a Directo;- ■ ■: i.'.:,; ( ■ vj 
Thi>niii3 Frasi'j-, of Raluuiin. jM.T. fo;- from May, 17&4, mi ius ueaui. 
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I am sorry to liear that there has been some little unkindness in 
tbe Comt of Directors towards Bir Arcbibald Campbell. He is a 
man of great worth and ability, and has served the Company with 
a zeal and assiduity w^hich they must not often expect to meet with. 
It would give me the greatest concern to be deprived of his assist- 
ance, and I thiidc in the present situation of our affahs on the 
coast, his retiring from the government might be attended with the 
most fatal c'^a^eqaeuce'!, 

'-.olike preparations, and the rumours 
of var iv! ihiiMpi-. iiif .ii-vf-uisi f-n our paper does not rise, and you 
will see that we shall supply most of the funds for om investment 
in ready money. I cannot sufficiently express my obligations to 
Mr. Larlvins for his earnest zeal in the public service. I •wish 
those who attacked him in the House of Commons had half his 
pateotism. X 

Cornwallis. 
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OHAPTBB X. 

Financial arrangements — Alliance with Maratha princes Improper decision of 
a court-martial — Mission to China — European politics Conduct of Sir 
.1. Macphcrso'i— Convention with France — Creditors of the Nal)oh of the 

Can'.!-ili(! — Tiic . ■■■''■ N ’■"’‘■h Marathas — Affairs of 

illand — Shah ■ ' dg Recruiting Service — 

Changes in Supreme Council — Debts of the Yizier — Influence of Europeans 
at Native Courts. 

The political state of Europe occasioned considerable alarm in 
Calcutta at tbe commencement of this year. It was feared that if 
France and England were at war, Tii'-poo, encmiroged by tlie 
former power, would immediately inyadc vi-.o Conipiiuy'-' territories. 
Fortunately tbe discomfiture of tbe democratic party in Holland 
put an end to these apprehensions, and enabled Lord Cornwallis to 
reiterate his injunctions to the various Eesiclents, not to allow the 
native powers to entertain any hope of forming offensive or 
defensive alliances with the Company. 

There were two points on which Lord Cornwallis had received 
very specific instructions before he left England. The one — with 
reference to the amalgamation of the Company’s European troops 
with the King’s army, about wliich some details will hereafter be 
given. The other — of much more importance— related to the cession 
of the Grimtoor Circars. The claim to tliis territory had arisen about 
six years before. It had been stipulated with the Nizam, that 
these Circars should be given up to the English on the death of his 
brother, Bazalet Jung;* but although this event had occurred in 
1782, the Nizam had evaded compliance with the aiTangement, 
which Lord Cornwalhs was therefore deshed to enforce. For 
reasons already stated, he had thought it advisable to postpone 
executing these orders, but he conceived the time had now arrived 
when further d- " d-'"ih and he effected his object 

without any s( ■ i. ■■■!■-■■•. T , ■ pecuniary claims of the 
Nizam for the l‘ - i .-.-‘i ■ ; '■ - )mpany, and theh counter 

claim for the revenue which had been collected since 1782, were 
also satisfactorily adjusted. 

’ Bazalet .Tung, d. 1782 ; next brother to Governor of Berar, dethroned Salabat in 
.Salabat Jung, Sub.ahdar of the Deccan, and July, 1761, and assigned the Guntoor Cir- 
had been Governor of Adoni in 1758. Nizam cars as a jaghir to Bazalet, to be held so 
Ali, the yoengc.st brother, who had been long as he was faithful to Nizam Ali. 
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Among matters of less importance, may be mentioned the com- 
pletion of tbe treaty with France, setting aside the Mauritius Con- 
vention, and the passing of the Declaratory Act, which materially 
increased the powers of the Board of Control. The inquiry into 
the system of peculat’""-' -pi'f'trionoiy Tyas carried on, and 

means were adopted, i.‘ ■ I greatly to diminish 

the evils of which ■■■=■ i b-:- '1.: -■ _i been made. 

As a question of economy. Lord Cornwallis suggested the almost 
total abolition of the Bombay establishment, and he was not indis- 
posed, if a due equivalent could be found, which he rather doubted, 
to restore the island of Salsette to the Marathas. But the 
authorities at home did not concur in these views. 

The alarm of war having subsided. Lord Cornwallis had leisure 
to tmm his attention to nn.-oiciid On these he wrote two 

desjiatches to the Court of Oii\vi<)r>, diitrd November 1 and No- 
vember 3, both of which will be found in the Appendix. The first 
is devoted to revenue questions, and lays down princii^les of poli- 
tical economy far in advance of the times in wliich he lived. The 
second discusses the state of the Zemindarry of Benares, the 
abolition of internal customs’ duties, the payment of the Company’s 
servants by fixed and liberal salaries, instead of by almost unlimited 
perquisites, and the compilation of the Hindoo and Mahometan 
laws, a task which Sir William Jones^ undertook to execute. Both 
these papers, though very long, deserve attentive perusal. The 
views they propound are thoroughly just, and are explained with 
great clearness ; nor is the advice tendered to the Directors less 
sound in principle, than it must have been novel to their minds. 

Earl Corkwallis to Loei) Sydney. 

[Private.] 

My DEAE LoED, Calcutta, Jan. 7, 1788. 

Our alarm from Tippoo’s preparations has ceased, and there 
is no reason to believe from General Conway’s conduct, that he has 
any desire to foment disturbances or to promote a war in tliis 
country. We are not however without some apprehensions that 
yov’ in Em’ope are not so pacific, and of course most 

I. \pect the arrival of a packet, which the newspapers 

inform us was to sail from Falmouth early in August. 

No man can be more seriously interested in the continuance of 
peace than myself ; we have everything to lose and notliing to gain 

^ Sir William Jones, b. Sept. 28, 1746, St. Asaph. A Judge in India from 1783 till 
d. April 27, 1794 ; m. April 8, 1783, Anna his death. 

Marla, dau. of Jonathan Shipley, Bishop of 
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by war, and a peace for these next three years will enable me to 
put this country into such a state, that it will be a difficult task 
even for a bad successor to hui-t it mntcrially. 

I am astonished to hear that the Oouid of Directors seize 
every opportunity of attacking Sir A. Campbell. Notliing conld 
give me personally greater concern, and notidng in my opinion 
coidd be more fatal to the British interest in India, than his 
removal. He has shown great ability and the most perfect 
nprightness and integrity, and possesses the esteem and confidence 
of the civil, as well as militaiy part of the settlement. 

I have represented in the strongest terms the necessity of 
adopting some other mode of recruiting the Company’s European 
ti’oops. I Imow my brother officers at home will not approve of 

jxLj V. .. T that unless the system is altered, 

it ■ , •'i . . send out any reci’uits. Without 

entering into the merits of the case, I am very sorry that tilings 
have gone so much against poor Hastings, for he certainly has 
many amiable qualities. If you are in the hanging mood, yon 
may tuck up Sir Elijah Impey, without giving anybody the 
smallest concern, I think I told you how much Lord Ailesbury 
had distressed me hy sending out Mr. Eitso. He is now writing in 
the Secretary’s office for 200 or 250 rupees per month, and I do 
not see the probability of my Eeing able to give him anything 
better, without deserving to be impeached. 

I am Still persecuted every day by people coming out with 
letters to me, who either get into jail, or starve in the foreign 
settlements. For Grod’s sake do aU in your power to stop tins 
madness. j &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Goenwallis to Majoe Palmee. 

Sir, Calcutta, Jan, 11 , 1788. 

I have received your letters dated 29th and 31st ultimo, 
and I am very much satisfied both with the general tenor of the 
information which they contain, and with the manner in which you 
have conducted your conversations with Madajee Scindia. 

It will be difficult to add any new explanations to Scindia, of 
the insiiimoimtable reasons which prohibit this Government from 
interfering in the affairs of the Upper Provinces, and, in its present 
general political situation, from contracting an alliance offensive 
and defensive against Tippoo with the Maratta State ; but a calm 
and uniform repetition of what yon have already said of the prin- 



1788. ALLIANCE WITH MARATHAS. ' Sll 

eiples upon whicL we are determined to act, may at last induce 
liim to desist fi'om pressing sucli propositions upon you. Altliougli 
we Iiave many reasons to believe that Tippoo would gladly seize a 
good opportunity to attacli us, yet from the style of liis late cor- 
respondence with Sir Arcliibald Campbell, as well as from other 
circumstances, it does not appear to be a measure which he designs 
for immediate execution. If however the politics of Emope should 
embroil us with the French, I lay my account that Tippoo will he 
ready at the shortest notice to act in concert with them against the 
Carnatic. 

In that event it would no doubt be of great importance to our 
interests, to obtain a vigorous assistance and co-operation from the 
Marattas ; and we should not hesitate to enter into engagements, 
wliich to them might prove at least equally advantageous, 

Nana has already made propositions to Mr. Malet, similar to 
those wliich Scindia has thrown out to you, and I have directed 
him to reply to them in the most friendly style of language, but in 
the manner which is rendered incumbent upon us by our instruc- 
tions, as well as the Act of Parliament. 

It is higlily probable that Nana and Scindia may have commu- 
nicated with one another on tliis i)lan of an offensive and defensive 
alliance, and it is therefore of consequence that youi’ language 
upon it and Mr. Malet’s, should be the same. We are at present 
entirely precluded from proposing any agreements but such as are 
merely conditional. 

You judged perfectly right however in holding up to Scindia 
the chance of our hands being set at liberty, by the violence of 
Tippoo or the , ambition of the French. 

You will continue to encourage that hope, which has also been 
recommended to the attention of Mr. Malet in his transactions at 
Poonali ; and yon may assm-e Scindia, that it will -at all times give 
great pleasure to this Government, to mark our consideration for 
him by making use of his assistance and friendship, in arranging 
any new engagements wfrich it may be found proper for us to con- 
tract with the state to which he belongs. 

It would give me great pleasure to hear that he had brought 
his mind to relinquish all further views upon Tndostan. His affairs 
there seem to be totally iiTecoverable ; imd Iiis thoughts 

to act in cor.jiUM'‘tio]i with his countrymen against Tippoo, he may 
greatly luM l o iiio svi\;iigih of their confederacy. 

I am, 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

De\II Sir Calcutta, Jaii. 27, 1788. 

. . . I have just been informed by Sir Archibald Campbell, 
that he is ordered to send one of the King’s regiments immediately 
to Bombay. This looks I think, a little like a war in Europe ; and if 
there is £i:'i rqiponrnuco of a war with France, the order is certainly 
a wise one. Bur 1 give you still more credit for the appointment 
of Medows ; that measm-e may defy the voice of faction. 

If proper mihtary men can be found, which God knows is not 
very easy, the Governors of Madras and Bombay should always be 
soldiers. I am sure at present the army at the latter place is in 
great want of a commander. 

If we must have a war, it is some satisfaction at least that I 
have two such supporters as Campbell and Medows, and that we 
are at present so conveniently circumstanced in regard to the 
Marattas, who as you see, eagerly comd our alHance. Scindia is 
full as desu-ous of connecting himself with us as Nana ; but from 
Major Palmer’s last letter, I can entertain no hopes of prevailing 
upon him to abandon his vain pm’suits to the northward, so that 
his friendship can be but of little value. I 

COKNWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Sir, Jan. 30, 1788. 

I have been honoured with your letter dated the 27th of 
October last, inclosing copies of the proceedings of a General Court 

Martial held in Surat Castle for the trial of on the 16th of 

the preceding month of July, and of the Minutes of your Board, 
and General Orders that were published in consequence of the 
decision of that General Court Martial. 

Whilst the temper and good sense of the Board upon this occa- 
sion is deserving of great commendation, I cannot but observe that 
in a case where doctrines of so dangerous a tendency were broached 
and avowed by military men, you would have been well warranted 
if you had thought proper to go beyond those bounds, which you 
seem to bcvo lu-. icril od {y> yourselves, of forbearance and moderation. 

I have perused the proceedings of that General Court Martial 
with astonishment and mclignation ; for in my opinion they contain 
maxims, as incompatible wit-' p -- 1-; - ; - ■ f military disci- 

phne, as they are with those .-■■■ i- ■ Ii-.-. 

Although it may not be regular that Ensign should 

undergo another trial before a General Court Martial, yet the 
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spirit of lir-ori(iop.=^nc-= v-lrioli a] ipf:ars in Ms daring avowal, of having 
upon ,'0 sliglii: ['rovui'-iOion si ruck the native and his son in the 
streets of Surat, and the insulting manner in which he presumed to 
behave to his own commanding oflScer, render him highly deserving 
■ v-rv ru"'shment. The degree of his punishment may be 
\ : I ■ accounts that you may be able to obtain of his 
■ i.V i; ibat he has upon other occa- 
sions mani' 'i- . i. o if.- ; ■!■■■. violence, and the same dis- 
regard of ■■■■ = ■■ i- i ■-■■-wed at the General Court 

Martial, I consider liim as an improper man to remain in this 
country ; and my opinion is that he ought to be dismissed the 
Company’s service, and sent home by the first opportunity. On 
the other hand, if his former general conduct should appear in so 
favourable a light as to induce you to abstain from proceeding to 
that extremity, I recommend that he shall neither be promoted, nor 
suffered to remain at any of your detached stations, but that he 
shall be called immediately to the Presidency, and ordered to do 
duty in the Castle of Bombay, until he shall give convincing 
proofs of a disposition to conduct liimself with more personal 
modesty, and more respect for military subordination and good 
order in society. 

It is of peculiar moment for the preservation of military cfisci- 
pliiie, and for the support of the just authority of your Government, 
that the criminal conduct of the officers who composed the General 
Court Martial should be investigated with care, that the innocent 
may be discriminated, and that the guilty may be punished with 
severity. Where no Civil Courts exist, as at Siuat, to take cogni- 
zance of crimes and disorders, the interests of the l ul '''c ,-r-l 
of humanity, can only be protected by flic oporatmT. , 

and care should be taken under .'iiniliir v:i!-cuiii-iini(.:( >, to deter 
officers from daring to refuse to administer justice upon each other 
according to the laws of their profession. I recommend therefore 
that the Judge Advocate and the whole of the members of that 
Court Martial shall be immediately ordered to repair to Bombay, 
and that the Board in its judicial capacity, shall, after absolving 
the whole Court from their oaths of secrecy, endeavour to discover 
who (if any) were entirely innocent of the act of the Court, that 
they may be dismissed to return to their respective stations, and in 
the next place to ascertain, if j)ossiblc‘, who were the individuals of 
those that voted in the majority, that principally contributed to 
bring the Court to so criminal a decision. 

I recommend that your Board shall order as many of those 
officers as it shall appear necessary to you, as examples for deterring 
others from following so dangerous a precedent, to be tried by a 
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General Court Martial at the Presidency, for refusing to administer 
justice according to the Articles of War ; and as I consider the 
]irir)ci]d“s rin Avldch the opinion of the Comd Martial is founded, as 
icialiiin ( to injure the interests of the Company and the 
credit of tiie nation with the natives of India, I recommend also in 
the strongest manner, that none of the members who voted dor the 
decision of the Court, shall be entrusted with a command or 
suffered to do duty at any of the detached posts belonging to your 
Presidency ; but they shall be appointed to European corps, and 
retained to do duty under the eye and immediate authority of 
Government at the Castle of Bombay, at least until it shall clearly 
appear that they have relinquished tlioso ]')rinciples Avliich influ- 
enced their decision at the General Court ^lartial, and which ai-e 
ecpially incompatible Anth tlie respect that they owe to your 
Govermiient, as Avith the true principles of military subordination 
and discipline. 

Yon will be jileased to pnblith iny sentiments upon the conduct 
of the members of the General Coimt Martial, in any manner that 
you may think most proper. And I particularly request that you 
will take the .'iiili-'d; uj'iMTlai.ily of laying the Avhole proceedings 
before General MedoAvs, Avith the opinion that I have now delivered 
upon tliem. I 

Cornwallis. 

H. E. H. THE Duke op York to Earl Cornavallis. 

[Received Feb. 1788.] 

My dear Lord, Hanover, April 27, 1787. 

I take the Amry earliest opportunity to acknoAvledge the 
receipt of Ygim very ohflging Letter of the 10th of last November, 

and to return You many thanks ’ , • of 

Your friends on this side of the V\ . d ■ i-.'- ;■ • flti- 

plicity of affairs which You must have upon Your Hands. The 
Situation in which Your Lordship is at present, is certainly of the 
greatest consequence and the most delicate, which I believe ever 
has existed, and I rejoice for my Country’s sake, that Yon have 
accepted of it, though for my oato private sake, I confess I am ex- 
ceedingly Sony for it. ;}fle pleasure of cultivating 
Y'our friendsliip so ■ . ^ y\ and particularly at this 

moment, ,as His Majesty has been pleased to consent to my return 
to my native Country, and it Arould be of the greatest consequence 
to me to have so good a friend and adAuser as You. . . . 

With regard to the Politicks of Germany Your I.ordship w ill 
already long ago know that the King of Prussia, died tlie Itith of 
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August last, having preserved to his very last moments the same 
firmness of mind and the same acuteness of judgement, for which 
He was ever so much famed. His Successor, upon his fii'st ascend- 
ing the throne, took the very wisest steps, and gave the strongest 
proofs of His abilities, but unfortunately having been always so 
little accustomed to do business and to an active Life, He has 
allowed Himself of late to be too much draw off from His business 
by the pursuit of His pleasures, However His honoui-able Character, 
and His affection for us have still remained the same in spite of 
every attempt which has been made by His Uncle Prince Henry ’• 
to chaw Him into an alliance mth France, indeed it has gone so 
far as to make an open breach between them, and Prince Pleiuy 
has thought fit to retire from Berlin, and it is supj)osed that He will 
of His days in the South of France or in Italy which 
■■■ ; ■■ country the best adapted to a Person of liis taste. 

Ever my dear Lord, 

Feedbriok. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 19, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, July 21, 1787. 

The inclosed papers will explain themselves. The situation 
of our China trade, from. the precious way in which our supra- 
cargoes are settled there, has long been an . ''••j I have 

learnt from various quarters, that a mission airectiy from the King 
to the Emperor of Cliinn would probably have the desired effect 
of obtaining to us a <-oiiPnorcial (wlablMiinoul : and if that be 
obtained it would answer very r.-.'^uabl- ' ] -)th in respect 

nf China investments, i. = ■! i:; -pi-; ■ aid it would 

i ■ vent both of British and Indian manufactures and 
produce, in the empire of China and its dependencies. I know not 
whether it 'vvill succeed or not, but I am sure it is worth the 
attempt, and there is every reason to believe the French are at 
tliis moment very anxious to acquire such a situation in that part 
of the world. Colonel Cathcart, from his birth and. manners and 
good understanding, has been thought of as a person likely to 
answer the purposes ‘ of the mission. I suppose he wiU sail ffom 
tliis, the end of September or beginning of October. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

1 Frederick Heury Louis, son of Frederick Wilbelmine, dau. of Maximilian, Landgrave 
William 1., lung of Prussia, b, Jan. 18, of Hesse Cassel. 

1726 ; d. Aug. 3, 1802 ; m. June 25, 1752, 
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The Maequis of Lansdowne to Eael Coknwallis. 


[Received Feb, 19, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, 

. . . , You must of course be billy informed of all that 
lias passed, and perhaps of all that is to pass, about Mr. Hastings. 
Yor my own part I will freely own to you I never was so deceived 
in calculation, for I could never persuade myself that the articles 
would pass the House of Commons, and I consider their having- 
done so as a measure big with every kind of mischief, laying aside 
all question about personal justice. In this last respect I cannot 
but stiU. think that he will be abandoned by the only quarter ^ wliich 
can save him from the singular virulence with which he has been 
prosecuted. The situation of the Statholder ® has for the present 
taken the place of Mr. Hastings, and it might be supposed from 
the fluctuation in the funds, that there was a possibility of the 
p;<"r,or;fl iranqnilMiy nf Europe being interrupted,; but I do not 
uniiri'.-'iond liuM .'-iiniMry have done more than engage for some 
peciiniiivy aid, iO-.d ordered a small fleet (the equipment of 
which I am afraid will not do us great credit in the eyes of Europe 
so far as -v.-;:— ■'1. • .^re with a view to countenance than 

act. Int ■■ 1 • • has furnished a scene of singular 

speculation. You wMl scarce believe it possible that any country 
could in time of peace rmi its expense 167 millions of French livres 
beyond its actual revenue, and 300 ■ '■■■■i ■'■■■' : but it is 

literally so. Mons. de Calonne® mac. - • ■ • i ^ i to ex- 

tricate at once himself and the state ; but in executing his plan, he 


now drawing to a crisis, and Sir James 

Tfr-ris r. y Un;:: . ! v. !-i = 

[wiui the assistance of some money) to 

’ ^ - - £ Qj,gjjgg^ 

^... 1 ,.^,., jiiCArtiiure ue ^.^llonne was son 
of the Premier President at Douai ; b. Jan. 
20, 1734, d. Oct. 29, 1802; m. June 2, 
1788, at Bath, Madame d’Harvelai, a 
Belgian lady, ne'e M'’”® de Nettines, widow 
of a rich financier. Made, throxigh the 
influence of M. de Vej’geiines, Ministre des 
Finances, Nov. 3, 1783. The income of the 
State ^being quite inadequate to meet the 

iiuaiicial scliemes wei-e previously submitted 
to some large assembly, and he therefore 


prevailed upon Louis XVI. to summon “ Les 
Notables,” who should he selected by the 
King from the nobility, clergy, magistracy,, 
and groat municipalilies, but their powers 
were to bo confined to deliberation only. 
They met Feb. 2'i, 1787, and among the 
144 members were 7 Princes of the Blood, 
9 Dues and Pairs, 8 Mavcichaux, 8 Con- 
seillers d’Etai, and 1 1 Prelates. 'J'ho .slalu- 
: , - ■ - them was 

, Lansdowne’s 

calculation, as he reckoned the annual de- 


jiiiiaijLuauup oi iuuiouse. iie iett France 
almost immediately, and did not return till 
a few weeks before Iiis death. 
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entirely misjudged the capacity of the nobility and the liberality 
of the clergy, and the temper of botli, as well as his own sitiaation 
at court. The clergy concurred when he expected that they would 
have opposed, and the nobility examined what he thought them 
incapable even of (•■tiiiiu-chr-ndirirr ; and the Queen, who it seems 
never liked him though a creature of her o^vn party, took a 
decided part against him. The consequence of the whole is, that 
the public in France has obtained three capital points,^ besides 
several of an inferior natm’e. 1st, There is an end to the excep- 
tions in favour of the nobility and clergy, which disgraced every 
attempt .■ /.i'-'h''' --iv- of taxation, and will produce imme- 
diately . :■■ ■■ '.■ } I i' - i.dditional revenue. 2nd, Provincial 

administrations are immediately to take place upon the most 
eciiiitablo pluu possible, originally proposed by Mr. Turgot,® which 
if sLifiercd to take root, must very shortly alter the whole nature 
of the French Government. 3rdly, Then* accounts are to be made 
up annually and puhlisTied. Besides this the Archbishop of Tou- 
louse ® is declared minister, with greater powers than the King has 
hitherto given. I knew a little of him when I was at Paris, and 
if he does not strangely alter, which men sometimes do upon 
getting into power, he will not want either for force of character 
or good intention : I mean by the last, princij^les which tend to 
promote j)eace abroad, and civil and commercial liberty at home. 
But I am taking up too much of your time, who have another 
world of your own to govern. We have not heard so much of your 
Lordship as we shall probably in the succeeding sessions. It gave 
me very particular satisfaction, as a friend and sincere well-wisher 
to yom' administration, to see your resumption of privileges so 
unaccountably granted to the French subjects ^ within Calcutta ; 
persuaded as I am that you are too wise to be led into the other 


* Of these three anticipated benefits the 
first only was realised, and that in spite of 
the Parliament of Paris, who refused to re- 
gister the edict, which was accordingly done 
in a Lit de Justice, Ang. G, 1787. But so 
' ■ ' ' ‘ --iiong all 

■ . . e magis- 

■ ,, . ■ ■ 24 fol- 

lowing. 

2 Anne Robert Jacques Turgot, Baron de 
I’Aulne, descended from an old famille de 

among tnem tnat of Mimstre ae la Marine 
for a short time, he was made Controllenr- 
0, -h > ’h;.:!;:;'. “. .\; g. 177f. TT- was 

regulating the price of corn, and its removal 


from one province to another, occasioned 
>* I'jtienne unaries Lomenie ae Brienne, 


Lansdowne’s expectations, however justified 
I '-h'- •‘■.T-v'.;- > ■.■■■nd-;-:!. ■.■.■"■■■v di.-.-r- 



'* 'J’he Convention with b ranee, signed at 
the Mauritius, has already been mentioned. 
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extreme, so as to affect tL.i commerce wMcli was 

■ -.I ■■ rid :.■;■■■ !■ ■ * ' '' peace, and, if it was 

■ to allay tlie jealousies which prevail over 
Europe of our power in India. 

I am particularly obliged to yom- Lordship for the gracious 
assurances you have given Eombelle of your protection. I am 
persuaded that you wiU find him always honourable, diligent, and 
well disposed ; as to his abilities, you are much better able to judge 
of them than I am. 

Lady Lansdovme,^ who has been playing upon the harpsichord 
while I have been writing, stops to desne that you wiU accept her 
best compliments ; and I hope I need not trouble you with many 
professions, to assm'e you of the pleasure I have in whatever con- 
tributes to your consideration. I am, &c., 

Lansdownb. 


LiBur.-CoLONEL Cathcart to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 19, 1788,] 

My dear Lord, London, July 27, 1787. 

I did myself the honom’ of writing to you from St. Helena, 
on my passage to Europe. 

Many events have taken place since that period, but not the 
one wliich I had most at heart — ^the settlement of a treaty with 
France relative to India, taking for its basis the Mauritius Con- 
vention.® 

There are differences of opinion upon tliis complicated subject, 
and it remains to be seen whether our G-overnment can induce the 
French Ministry to accede to an interpretation of the treaty of 
Versailles, in terms more favourable to us than those provisionally 
agreed upon at Mauritius. 

I have had occasion, though not officially, to peruse your Lord- 
ship’s despatches upon this subjcof. and have prowously expres-rcl 
my mind to Mr. Dundas relaliw' roilic iV-.Ticii aiViii!;-. Mlb. r being 
possessed of liis opinions aivi Tlio-e by VHiii- ■ .ei-d-iiip. 

It has in fact been the uniform policy of our Governments, at 
home and abroad, to aim at the depression of the French influence 
in India : the differences of opinion have been as to the mode of 
that depression ; and it will not be sm’prismg to your Lordship, that 
my impression is, tliat the views and mode of management of the 

^ Louisa, 2n(l wife of Lord Lansdowne, ® The Government did not concur in 
dan. of John, 1st Karl of Upper Ossory; Colonel Cathcart’s views. See letter from 
b. Hay 5, ITfiy, (I. Auj:;. 7, 1789; m, July Mr. Dundas, Aug. 3, 1787, and from Secret 
1S| 1779. , Committee, Nov. 3, 1787. 
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llengal GrOYemment with, regard to the French, at the period when 
I undertook to negotiate with the French Governor-General under 
their instructions, V’-ere calculated to make the most of the situation 
in which Great Britain is placed by the treaty of Yersailles. My 
connexion with these affairs draws now, I am not sorry to perceive, 
to a conclusion. 

Having been honoured with your Lordsliip’s countenance in the 
military line from my first coming into the army, I looked forward 
with pleasure to the prospect of serving on the Staff in India 
under your command. 

The embassy to Peldn ^ on which it is proposed to depute me, 
draws me from that line, but it continues me under your instruc- 
tions ; and it will be my endeavour, by acting zealously up to 
them, to merit a continuance of your.supj)ort. 

Mr. Dundas informs me that he had by this despatch detailed 
his views relative to tlie Chinese embassy, and that he has men- 
tioned my cliange of appointment to your Lordship, . . . 

I have, &c., 

Chaeles Cathcaet. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Eeceivcd Feb. 19, 1788. 

My DEAE LoED, Wimbledon, July 29, 1787. 

. . . In your letter of the 24th August you express a 

wish tliat an allowance was made to Mr. Shore for his expenses, as 
Ids salary did not commence till December, I think the suggestion 
most reasonable, but as it has not come to the Court of Directors 
in any shape from yourself, I camiot officially order it, but I have 
mentioned it to the cliairmen,* and I should hope they wiU prevail 
with their brethren to do it. If they should not, rocommend it in 
the first public despatches you send home, and I shall take care it 
is done. 

In yom’ letter of the 17th September, you mention the scrape 
we had got into in the proffered force to the Marattas. I do not 
know whether to express my disapprobation of it most in the 
original idea of it, or in the execution of the idea. But it is need- 
less to enlarge on that subject, as you have since had occasion to 
learn how our ideas coincided on that business, and how much we 
approve of the manner we are extricated from it. . . . 

^ Colonel Cathcart’s death put an end until Lord JIacartney was sent there in 
to the intended embassy to Pekin, and 1792. 

for various reasons the plan was dropped * The Court voted a sum of 1 000/. 
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I attend to what yon say about the German troops, but you 
know that is a delicate subject. My ideas as to the other European 
force are detailed in a letter I wrote to you a few days ago. Since 
I wrote that letter, I have received yours of the 18t1i Eebrnmy last, 
in which you have conceived doubts as to the army being’ King s 
troops, and that you mean to send me your reasons. You may 
believe I shah, examine any ideas you transmit to me with a very 
partial attention; at the same time I confess the plan I have 
suggested is a favourite child, and do not be surprised if I am loth 
to give it up ; but I shall not urge to carry it further than the 
tliree regiments I have mentioned in my letter, till I hear further 
from you. I am the more sanguine in tliinking you will be dis- 
posed to adopt my ideas on the subject, by observing that you 
mention two conditions as requisite to attend any other plan : one 
is, that the Company shall be furnished with better powers of 
recruiting; the other is, that they all, I mean the Company’s 
officers, rank with the King’s troops according to seniority of com- 
mission. As to the first of these conditions, I do not believe we 
could ever get the better of the grumbling of the army upon that 
idea, if it was proposed; and as to the second, I do not believe 
His Majesty would ever be brought to yield up the notion of his 
commission having a pre-eminence over one flowing from a com- 
mercial body of his own subjects. I think my plan obviates all 
the difficulties. Besides, my dear Lord, you will be so good as to 
recollect that the Charter of the East India Gv.v ■- '.‘'I:' , 
few years of expiring, and in whosever hands ' 
this country may then be, I do not believe the Executive Govern- 
ment in India will be left on the footing it now is, and in all our 
arrangements we must have a view to that consideration. 

Stables^ is arrived. I introduced him at Court, where your cha- 
racter of him secured him a very gracious reception. Mr. Pitt and 
I for the same reason, have shown him every mark of attention. 
I have resolved to present none of those who return from India, at 
Court, unless they are recommended to me by you. 

I am exceedingly pleased with your exertions to destroy the 
frauds of the Board of Trade. Any alteration you suggest in the 
mode of paying them, wiU. instantly be attended to by the Court of 
Directors ; but you will recollect that it is a business in which we 
do not control them ; but they are very much disposed to show 
every mark of attention to your suggestions, for you are a great 
favourite with them. 

1 In a letter to Mr. Dundas, Jan. 11, 1787, Lord Cornwallis says, “Stables goes home 
perfectly clean-handed.” 
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By yomr letter of tlie 18tli F^ruary, I learn your ideas witli 
regard to tlie country of Oude, and I am mncli pleased with the 
prospect yon hold out, with regard to the future arrangement of 
that unfortunate and depressed country. I am much flattered by 
what you say of your opinion, that the country ought to be defended 
by us, for it has always been my opinion it should be so, as much 
as the countries of Arcot or Tanjore ; but after the recent arrange- 
ment made by Mr. Hastings, I did not feel bold enough to bring 
forward a new system upon my own judgment ; but go as far as 
you please on that principle, and you are sure of the support of my 
opinion. . . . 

Out of delicacy to Lord Sydney, the alteration in the con- 
stitution of the India Board was not made as intended, last winter, 
but certainly will in the course of next. Lord Sydney never 
attends, nor reads or signs a paper; but stiU I do not think he 
lilves to see the business so exclusively in my hands as the head 
of the Board. Mr. Pitt is a real active member of the Board, and 
makes himself thoroughly master of the business. Eemember me 
kindly to Boss, and BeHeve me, &c., 

Henry Diindas. 

Right Hon. William Pitt to Eabl Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] Received Feb. 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Downing Street, Aug. 2, 1787. 

I think it material as speedily as possible, to apprize your 
Lordship confidentially of some circumstances which have lately 
arisen, in consequence of the state of affairs in the United Pro- 
vinces, which may possibly, though I think not probably, lead to 
serious consequences. 

The measures which have been long pursuing at the instigation 
of France, to abridge the most important rights of the Stadtholder, 
if not to deprive Mm altogether of liis office, and to change in 
many essential parts the constitution of the Eepublic, have gra- 
dually excited a spirit of resistance in the majority of the pro- 
vinces ; and the situation grew so critical towards the beginning of 
tMs summer, that it seemed probable that the contcr-v N'.'ould li(» 
decided by the sword. 

It wns impossible for the Ministers of tins country to be in- 
different to the event, as the success of the French joarty could 
hardly fail to render the Bopublic =o drpirndent 0 !i. France, as to 
give that Court the al»-ohir:; of iis forces and resources. 

Prom the maritime .-!i\-ngil: whfcli it might at least be made 
VOL. I. Y 
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capable of exerting (when acting under the direction of France, 
n-l\o n-onld nntnrally turn everything to that object), from its local 
position, and paiticnlarly from that of its dependencies in India, 
I need not point out to your Lordship how much this country 
would have to apprehend from such an event, in any war in which 
we may be hereafter engaged. 

The prospect was the more alarming, as France gave open 
encouragement to her friends in Holland ; and there was even an 
appearance that if they were too weak to carry the point them- 
selves, she would support them by force. At tlie same time, the 
extreme disorder of the French finances (which the proceedings of 
the Notables had disclosed to the world), and the unsettled state of 
their Government since the death of Monsieur de Vergennes, made 
it very improbable that they would hazard a step which might 
tend to commit them -with other Powers. In this situation, the 
King’s Minister ^ at the Hague (who had been long endeavouring to 
efface the impressions of resentment towards England, and to revive 
the old system and disposition), was instructed to hold such a 
language, as without pledging this country, might at least mark 
the intei-est we took in what nud sho’^v' a disposition 

io intorposo if out protection sl.onld lic t-sillcil for, to counteract 
uwy (jj-K'n iitiCTiuu. iVijm ’Fr;uic6; and if the exertions of the well- 
disposed I'iiriy in !^ - ikr-';' ’i''. ra v^ell as the conduct of other 
I’uacrs in lhiro(ic, ■-•■.ijr ■: )ct of our doing it with effect. 
I’Ik' l‘]-ciic!i Cci'.ivi grew voicasy at tiiese symptoms, and tlirongh 
the Duke of Dorset® and Mr. Eden, began a communication on the 
state of affairs in Holland, in consequence of which a good deal of 
explanation has passed, but wliicii li.-i.- nor yet brought things to 
any decided point. They have expressed a strong wish that the 
disputes in the Eepublic should be amicably settled; have dis- 
claimed any idea of aiming to destroy tbe power of tbe Stadt- 
holder, though their general language seems still to point to a 
diminution of his power and influence, and they have declared a 
readiness to ficr. in mcdii.'iiou jointlT uith this country, if it is 
desired by liu Siii!v;S-t,'-.,:ncviti. lli!!. ii l-.ns not yet been ascertained 
whether the two Courts can agree upon such principles, as make it 
probable that such a joint mediation should answer any good 
imrpose. In the mean time they conceived, or affected to conceive, 
a jealousy of what they called a naval armament here, which how- 

* Sir JarnDS Ham's, AmTbassadoi- at Paris from Dec. 1783 to 

2 John Frederick, 3j'd Duke of Dorset, June, 1790, and Lord Steward from Oct 
ILG.; b,3farch 24, 1745, d. July 19, 1799; 1789 to Feb. 1799; M.P. for Kent from 

tp. Jan. 4, 1790, Arabella Diana, dau. of Sir May, 1768, till he became a peer, Jan. 5, 
Clmrles Cope, Bart, Captain of tbe Yeomen IT-'a. TI:-. . v, 7 ^', Ar:"; 7, 1S'l. 

oftheGuardfromFeb. 1782 to Apjil, 1783; I:;:;;-! ‘ ’ ’ 
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ever was in fact only preparing a small detacliinent of our guard- 
ships to exercise in the Channel, without any addition to our peace 
establishment ; a measiu-e which has been often taken in time of 
profound peace, though it certainly was foreseen that it might excite 
attention in the present moment. 

They in consequence, gave orders for some iu-irpiiraiii’m-: in then- 
ports, and they have tallred of drawing togethei- a coips of iroops 
at Grivet, near the frontiers of the Eepublic. Mutual explanations 
have taken place, and strong professions of pacific and friendly 
sentiments ; but in the midst of these a serious degree of jealousy 
has been excited, and their assurances respecting their preparations 
have upon the whole been so vague, that we have just now found 
it necessary to press for a full eclan-cissement ; and if that is not 
satisfactory, we shall be under the necessity of immediately making 
every exertion to put ourselves in a state of action. The idea of 
inviting n joint mrdintion, and p-'-hnyc! ■;« the Emperor 

and the hi igof has be- '• -i- I. iv.,: i-. part proceeded 

upon in Holland ; but both parties seem in a great degree waiting 
the effect of the explanation between this country and France. The 
King of Prussia, wh*' ^ VI- by showing a strong disi^osi- 
tion to support the '‘ster and the House of Orange, 

but who soon after abandoned them, and seemed to have given 
himself up to the direction of France, has rn’^p.^AT-'t^v resumed his 
first sentiments, in consequence of an ...'V.' ■ put on the 

Princess of Orange, who was detained b) c force (imder 

the orders of the Province of Holland) as she was on her way to 
the Hague, and after some confinement obliged to return to ISTe- 
miguen. He has demanded ropsrntion, and to enforce his demand 
has ordered a strong body of i roops lo lUiU-cJn By the language of 
his ministers, there seems room to hope that he will not content 
himself with reparation only for this personal insult, but will 
endeavour to maintain the just rights of the Stadtholder, and 
with them the constitution and independence of the Eepublic. 
From his former conduct however, tins cannot yet be wholly de- 
pended upon. The EmjDeror’s attention seems chiefly taken up by 
the state of tlie Netherlands, wMcli his attempts to new-model the 
Government have brought to the verge of aninsm-rection. There is 
reason however to think, that he is rather favourably disposed to 
the Prince of Orange; ])()s.sibly too, H-. t ' ■- 1 ■■'■r'.' -T'l h-i-- . ■" 

France fomenting the disorders in his i/--. ;■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ 

feels the more the fiit'.-rosf wlu’c]) lu; nain rally lins in lin; frilt; of t];.; 
United Provinces. Your Lordship will sec by wlmi .! liavi- wriirc-n 
how much everything is at this moment in suspense ; but from the 

Y 2 
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instructions wliicli have been sent to Paris and to tlie Hague, as 
well as to Berlin and Vienna, much of our uncertainty must be 
cleared up in a very short time. Our ^’eat object is to prevent 
France from taking steps to carry her point in Holland by force. 
In doing this we wish to avoid as much as possible the risk of a 
rupture ; and if there is a fair opening to terminate the disputes in 
the Eepublic safely and honourably by a joint mediation, we shall 
eagerly embrace it. I am much inclined to believe tliis will be the 
issue, as I am persuaded that France is neither inclined to extre- 
mities, no7' projoarcd for them ; and if the Emperor and the King of 
Prussia rcspecriv(‘.ly take the line which may be expected, there 
can hardly be a doubt of everything ending quietly and success- 
fully. It is, however, always possible that tilings may take a con- 
trary turn, and I have troubled you with tliis long detail, that you 
may see, as accurately as I can state it, the nature of our situation, 
and may be prepared for any contingency. The sentiment of 
security and confidence which I have long felt from the interests 
of this country in India being under yom’ Lordship’s direction, is a 
source of peculiar satisfaction at this moment. I trust the effects 
of your administration have already been such, that we have 
nothing to fear for those possessions in the event of a war. Bombay 
is the only point for which there has appeared cause to be anxious, 
and measures have been taken, which Mr. Dundas has I know 
explained to you, and on wMch you will also hear from the Secre- 
tary at War, which I hope will be effectual and in time. As to 
the rest, it is enough to put you in possession of the facts I have 
stated. The further measm’es of precaution, or the means of 
acting, if necessary, against the French possessions in India, will 
occur to your Lordship much better than they can to any one else. 
Tl (■’ . T y I- 

we shall be engaged in a contest in which Tkance will probably 
for a time have the support of the province of Holland, and perl laps 
that of Groningen and Overyssel ; while ive shall ha\'e on our side 
the remaining provinces, making the majority of the States- 
General. In this situation, the first struggle will actually be for 
the foreign dependencies of the Eepublic ; and if at the outset of a 
war we could get possession of the Cape and Trincomale, it ’would 
go further than anything else to decide the fate of the contest. 
We should certainly be ivi-iificil in I. -iking j)ossession of these posts 
on behalf of the majorit} ni' ;!■(■ and to secure them against 

France. It is therefore much to be wished that on the first news 
of hostilities you should find the means of striking a blow at Trin- 
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€omale. If aiiytliing can be tried against tbe Cape, it must of 
course be from lienee. I need hardly add, that all possible care 
shall be taken to give your Lordship the earliest intelligence of the 
tmm affairs may take. I shall not take up your time by dwelling 
on other subjects, as Mr. Dundas I know, writes fuUy on every 
point, and his letters convey my sentiments as well as his own. 

I will only add, that the measures which we have taken for 
relieving you from the difficulties in jir-iiils of noiO-'C. \vill certainly 
(in case of such events as tliis l(-i u.-r jjoinls ro) bring a great burden 
upon us at home, while the re-soi:r(‘e.> which oiiglii. to support it 
must be necessarily in a great degree directed to carry on the 
operations of a war. But even in this case, I shall only feel more 
convinced of the necessity of the measure, and the public must at 
all events make such exertions as may then be necessary, to enable 
the Company to fulfil its engagements. 

The vigoiu which I persuade myself will be given to your opera- 
tions in India, will more than repay whatever it may cost us. 

Believe me to be, &e., 

W. Pitt. 

Right Hox. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Feb. 19, 178S. 

My dear Lord, Ang. s, i787. 

Wliether Sir J ohn Macplierson means to return to Calcutta 
or to come home, is as much a mystery here as it is with you. 
His friends give out that he does not come home ; but others say 
that he will be decided by the circumstance of wliether he is 
pressed to return by the Government at home ; and that he will 
remain at the Cape till he receives letters from this. I am rather of 
tliis last opinion, from the waim solicitations I have received from his 
connexions in this country, to write to him expressing great hope that 
Government is not to be deprived of Ms assistance, and expressing 
great approbation of Ms past conduct. The request is so odd a. one, 
it must r^ean more than it states, and therefore I hai'o refused 
to comply with it. I have r k . - :\\ . j . ■ -L. , ( ; , to Ms (;onducb 
when he deserves it, and }■■■■.•■ i !■■:.; i ■ ■ ■ to take off any 

appearance of dissatisfaction with Ms conduct, the baronetage wns 
bestowed on him, when you was appointed Goveruor-Ceneral ; but 
the fact is, Sh John and Ms friends seem so determined to hold up 
his merits and pretensions beyond all bounds, I find it necessary to 
be silent on the subject; I need not have said so much, for I 
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send you enclosed tlie correspondence ^ I have lately had on the 
subject. Yours, &c., 

Henky Dundas. 


Eight Hoh. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] Received Feb. 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord, ’ London, Aug. 3, 1787. 

I trust our negoej[ation with France on the subject of India 
is near a close. The explain to you distinctly 

how it is concluded. W-, : 'c best to give a mature and 

final consideration to the subject, and to resolve on our ultimatum ; 
and accordingly the enclosed project of a treaty, in explanation of 
the 13th Article of the Treaty of Peace, is to be offered to the 
3ri:i!>U;r.< fa* llnir .<ignnturo ; if they agree, it will be sent 
uiil 10 yc'ii. in ibnii,® to Ib^ tin; g-iido of your conduct with them. 
Tl. is Ciur dr.lorminntion, if the French will not agree to the Treaty 
now offered, to take no further notice of them, but to turn the 
Treaty into the form of Instructions to you, that you may declare 
void the Convention at the Mauritius, and act upon the Instructions 
then to be given you, as the rule of conduct in transacting with 
the agents of France in India. And if they choose to complain, 
we will avow the act and whole line of conduct, and stand to the 
consequences. This is all that is necessary to trouble you with at 
present ; the next despatch wiU be conclusive on this subject. 

j\Ir. Pitt ijroposes to write to you this day upon the general 
state of this country with regard to its European neighbours. If 
they do not end as they ought, the effects of them wiU. very soon 
find their way to the territories imder your administration. 

1 remain, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 


' . rthelSth 

«jeu. xii. C)ir jomi, ueiiig appointed Go- 
vernor-General, liad a right to hold the office 
for five years, and was in'emoveable except 
upon proof of misconduct. They said he 
bad ohiiihicil legal opinions in Bengal, sup- 
porrod by higli antiiorities at honio, to that 
eir’ent, ; they asspircd that Loid Cornwallis 
was aware that srery act he had performed 


was illegal, and they considered Sir John 
had shown the greatest moderation in not 

■ ‘ llig 

: ■ . , ■ ■ ■ ; .rge 

. ■ ■ , ■ to 

■■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ . . ' ■ . wn 

pudiated these demands, and declared they 
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‘ Eight Hoh. William Pitt to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] Received Feb. 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Downing Street, Aug. 28, 1787. 

I send by tliis conveyance, a duplicate of a letter addressed 
to you by tbe Banger packet. Since that time no decisive turn 
has been given to tlie situation of affairs. Tbe idea of a mediation 
in tbe United Provinces, tbougb proposed some time ago by 
Holland, and approved by tbe four Provinces in tbe opposite in- 
terest, bas not yet been determined upon. It is delayed by Oro- 
ningnen and Overyssel, and perhaps now secretly discouraged by 
Prance, wbo finds tbe present moment unfavourable to any settle- 
ment consistent with ber views, and wishes probably to gain time. 
The most explicit assurances have been given us by Prance in 
answer to our inquiries respecting naval preparation? ; and we have 
not hitherto found it necessary to go fi: filler iluin ilie equipment 
mentioned in my former letter. The camp at G-ivet has not yet 
taken place, but it probably may in a very short time, in conse- 
quence of tbe assemblage of Prussian troops at Wesel, which 
France has in vain endeavoured to prevail upon the King of Prussia 
to countermand, and which will probably have taken effect by the 
first week in September. Holland still persists in not giving the 
King of Prussia tho reparation^ which he requires, and he will 
more likely employ his army to enforce it. In the mean time the 
internal violence in the Eepublic increases, and makes it difficult 
to judge what is likely to be the issue. Possibly till the personal 
reparation to the King of Prussia is adjusted, no (dTccfnal step can 
be taken towards the general settlement of the disputes. But as 
pr ri™ disr---'] f-. e.-,. rate in effecting such a settlement 
i '-i ■■ r :i' ; i-r ■■■ '. i i - our wishes, and as the increasing 

< ; ■ ■ ; i i \ • the state of her finances, and the 

resistance of the Parliament to the proposed taxes) renders her 
open interference more and more difficult, there seems reason on 
the whole to hope for a favourable termination of the business. 
Every degree of precaution on our part is however still necessary. 
The orders from the Secretary at War for sending a regiment 
to Bombay, which I alluded to in my former letter, are sent by 

^ For the arrest of Ms sister, the Princess thej r.';:--;;;;!;;'--;-;! mt-: al. -o hicli 

of Orange, at Schonhoven. He sent an v. a? : 1., s,.:.;--::. Tiie iV vice 

army of 30,000 men, under the Duke of ■ 0 - :i_- ■ iv:..-: a :i-! 

Brunswick, ■;.(■:) ih..: P' P wi ii-.-if; .'. to .;j i'.: ; ;"i 

overran the .. . !■. ry ;■ f.-w d.-iy.-:, (■njoyL:. c;:e 
with scarcely any loss, ihe only opposition ’ pondence. 
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this conveyance. We are extremely anxious for their speedy 
execution. I am, &c., 

W. Pitt. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, March s, irss. 

. . . You will receive with a letter on the subject from 
the Board, the draft of an Act of Parliament for giving this 
Government more extensive powers to enforce good order in the 
police ^ of this city. As the credit of your Government and the 
interests of humanity and justice call loudly for the- measure, I 
am persuaded that you will be inclined to give it your utmost 
support and assistance, and it will no doubt give you satisfaction to 
know, that the principles of those propositions have been examined 
and discussed with great deliberation at several meetings of the 
Members of Government and Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Judicatme, and that in the adjustment of every point, there was 
the most perfect unanimity. I am, &c., 

CoRhrWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. W. Pitt. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, March 6, 1788. 

The conduct of administration in regard to the affairs of 
Holland, must be applauded by every man who has any regard for 
the honour and prosperity of Britain. 

It gave me great satisfaction to see, that instead of going to 
France with representations and complaints, you began by spealdng 
a manly language to the Dutch, and forced the French Court to 
commence the negotiation upon that subject by making advances 
to you. 

The absolute ascendancy in Holland is so important an object 
to France, and it is so necessary for our interest to prevent her 
obtaining it, that I conceive nothing but her poverty and intestme 
divisions can possibly prevent a war. 

I see however with gTeat pleasure, that the political state of 
Europe is much changed in oiu- favour, since I had a commission in 
the (iiplouiatic line in 1785, and I thhili: that upon the whole you 

1 This was tlii> first step towards earryiug out the vefonns iii the police system, which 
hord Cornwallis afterwards oiTecieJ. 
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will be of opinion, that things in this country bear as favourable an 
appearance as could reasonably be expected. The northern powers 
of. Hindostan, reduced to the most wretched and contemptible state 
by their continual dissensions, fear us and court our protection. 
The Poonah Marattas invite us to an offensive and defensive 
alliance, and I have reason to believe that by paying for them, I 
could obtain a body of cavalry from the Eajah of Berar. The 
reports of Tippoo’s intended invasion, have put Sir A. Camj^bell in a 
state of great preparation in the Carnatic, and by sending a 
regiment, and above all by appointing General Medows to the 
Government, you have not only removed our l 

have made us respectable at Bombay. In case i ! ! 

totally unnecessary to point out to you how we should be assisted, 
because I feel rnr^^^Py o^-^ErPint you will endeavour to proportion 
your support, : i - 1'. ■ ; force that is likely to be employed 
against us. I am, &C.,. 

COBNWALLIS. 

It' has been already mentioned, that among other subjects 
which had been discussed between Lord Cormvallis and the Go- 
vernment before he left England, was the position of the King’s 
and Company’s European troops. One long paper was transmitted 
to him from Sir George Yonge in Aprd, 178(1, treating the 
consolidation of the two armies, as a matter almost determined 
upon, unless unforeseen difficulties should arise, but leaving the 
settlement of details to Lord Cornwallis. The King’s troops in 
India consisted at that time, of one regiment of cavalry, 407 — and 
five regiments of infantry, 5500 strong (on paper), the whole of 
wliicli could not furnish more than 5000 effectives. The Comx)any’s 
Em’opean troops were nominally 6000 — and how iuefficien-fc they 
were, may be gathered fr'om several of Lord Cornwallis’s des- 
patches. The whole force, European and ISTative was estimated at 
about 70,000, exclusive of the Native troops of the Bombay 
Presidency. 

In July 1787, Sir George Yonge wrote again at much greater 
length, enclosing two payiers. One was a copy of his own report to 
the King both on the augmentation of the establishment of King’s 
troops to 15,000, and on the consolidation of all the European 
troops into one service. The other, contained Bis i\Iajr-?ty’=: final 
dueisitjii n|fi'-voviiig of i!ie j)!aii, and (iin-r-iing ii hi; coiisiden-d in 
Cabinet. The measure was however never carried into execution. 
When the four new King’s regiments were sent to India, the 
Company’s officers, both from sepoy and European corps, were 
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allowed to enter them as part of the original establishment, but 
very few availed themselves of this permission. 

During his homeward passage in 1793, Lord Cornwallis wrote a 
Inivi pnpoT: ornbndying the opinions which after eight years’ expe- 
ri'jiico., li-: liad forsiitd on this subject. The substance of this paper 
will be found in its proper place. 

Memorandum by Mr, Dundas. 

The inconveniences of the military force in India being upon 
separate establishments are obvious, and need not be detailed. 

Asampirio’ therefore that the whole of it should be consolidated , 
into one body, and in the hands of His Majesty, it is to be consi- 
dered in what manner this object can be bo^t aceompliriird. 

Against any plan to effectuate tliis, considerable difficulties 
must be expected to occur. 

Mrst. The general clamour of a danger to arise from a great 
additional patronage being given to the Crown. 

Secondly. The exertions of the Directors of the East India 
Company, to preserve to themselves the exercise of a 
patronage beneficial to themselves and their connexions. 

Lastly. The injustice which from thence will accrue to the 
officers of the troops belonging to the East India Com- 
pany, by having a new establishment instituted in their 
room ; and it wfil with considerable force be contended, 
that there are many valuable officers among them, who, 
with great gallantry and exertions, during two successive 
wars, have maintaiaed the defence of the British posses- 
sions in India, and ought not therefore to be sacrificed to 
any new system of policy, however plausible in its 
statement. 

The first of these objections is to be obviated, by admitting the 
fact, but denying the conclusion. It is true there will be more 
military promotion in the distribution of the King, but if those 
Indian possessions are at all to be retained, it can only be by a 
large Eiiropcan forco, to be recruited from the subjects of this 
GOimtry, to be regulated in its operations by the Government of the 
country, and to act in concert with the general strength of the 
empire. Under these circumstances, it is a solecisw - it 

can be with propriety placed anywhere hut in the -‘i ^ 

oxticrjtivc magistrate of the state. And as to danger attending the 
additional patronage, it will not appear very formidable, when it is 
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recollected tliat the scene of its operation is at the distance of India, 
and in a climate, where scarce any rewards can compensate the 
risks to be run, and the services to be performed. 

The second may, and no doubt will, be acted upon as a secret 
motive of conduct in the minds of the Directors of the East India 
Company, but it cannot be avowed as a ground of pubKc OiDposi- 
tion. And it rests on pretensions so unfounded, so unpopular, and 
so corrupt, there can be no difficulty in counteracting any effects it 
iiiiiy i>r<>dn(‘<:>. 

■l.’lit: //''■/■'. ? objection would be irresistible if the foundation of it 
could not be removed. It occurs clearly to me that it can, by 
means undoubtedly within His Majesty’s own power, and which if 
applied, will not only n -sh the ultimate object 

in view,but do it in a ■ • • r \ i :*:■ to the officers of the 

Indian army; and besides the attainment of the ultimate object, 
they will, in their execution, be attended with other collateral 
advantages, both of popularity and public utility. 

Yiewing the state of India, as well in relation to its own 
internal defence, as ‘with a view of acting from it by military 
operations against our enemies in cases of disturbances in Europe, 
I am convinced that an addition of at least four or five thousand 
Europeans to the present establishment in India is highly expe- 
dient, and indeed necessary to create a feeling of perfect security. 
I am ready to detail my reasons : for the present I assume the 
proposition. 

If it be true that the military force of India should be in the 
hands of the Crown, it would be preposterous to make immediate 
‘fm’ther additions to the ]-im\)iic;aii stroiigrli of the army, without 
keeping that proposition in view and acting upon it. 

As the commencement of it, I take the libertv of 
that the officers of the two old regiments nowiu 'roc.'-i !>■: 
immediately recalled, and new corps of officers appointed by His 
Majesty to command those regiments, to be called the Tlth and 
75th regiments. 

These officers to be selected partly from the half-pay Hst of the 
King’s army, and partly from the supernumerary officers in the 
service of the East India Company. 

If this measure is adopted, the advantages resulting from it are 
in my opinion undoubted. In the first place it wiU lay the imme- 
diate foundation for the consolidation of the two armies into one. 

Secondly. It will immediately call into service some of the most 
meritorious officers of both 'establishments. 

Thirdly. It will ease the half-pay list at home, and sooner 
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relieve the revenues of India from the bui’thens which retard their 
progress into the Exchequer of England, where they aU ought 
ultimately to find their way. 

And lastly. It will remove the only real objection to the 
attainment of the important object, which this paper is meant 
to bring under consideration; for it will gratify, in place of 
injuring the feelings of the Indian officers. It will promote in 
place of hurting their interest. To obtain rank in the King’s 
army is the great object of their ambition. They feel themselves, 
not only when on seiwice, but when they retium to this country, in 
a state of degradation fi’om the want of it. Being conferred 
immediately and liberally on some of their most meritorious officers, 
the value of that rank wiU become more enhanced, and the conse- 
queince of the rnTnugem-r:! s:iggv=ted. aviU undoubtedly be to create 
a universal desire hi ihe ^ ' •• : . ' i I””'-;- officers to obtain the 
same pre-eminence. Th ; .-I. -i’ •' ■ ght to be made to the 

d !■. I" E •••■ :• .• :.!••• • . will givo His Majesty an immediate 

1 1 : ::V;. ■ ;■■■ r .. •• it numbers, by the appointment of 

offieers in the same manner I have suggested with regard to the 
two old regiments now in India ; the transition is E' -t -y. t-.-. 
the whole European army in India as the army o\ ■ K i.: 
the Directors of the East India Company should entertain a 
disposition to resist it, the unpopularity of the resistance jn their 
own army would deter them from the attempt. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Sir George Yonge, Bart., M.P. 

[Pmate.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, March 7, 1788. 

I had the pleasure of receiving your private letter of the 25th 
July, and your secret and confidential despatch by the Banger 
packet, 

I have expressed my doubts to Mr. Dundas of the success of 
the plan for the consolidated corps. If the Company had only a 
European force in this country, nothing coiild I..e iiiofc easy. But 
we have in Bengal only, near four hunched officers serving with 
the native troops ; these are, in general, the best and most deserving 
officers of the army, they are acquainted with the language, 
manners, and religious customs of the ; - f ; , • . u^^j^ents 
are greater than those of the officers of ; - i ; ... and it 

is the rewTird of the best captains and subalterns to be appointed to 
sepoy regiments. 

It is hardly probable that a captain, who actually has the 
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command of a sepoy battalion, or wbo is likely soon to be promoted 
to it, will clioose to become one of tlie youngest captains in a 
indeed I should tliink it would be as 
diiiicuit to persuade a Lieutenant-Colonel or au i.>ld who has 

served in and is well seasoned to the climate, ;'iv=':! wlie ’:'ay expect 
in five or six years more to be a Colonel with an income of 
between seven and eight thousand pounds a year, to remove to the 
bottom of the long list of Lieutenant-Colonels in the King’s 
service, where, without interest or connexions, he could not expect 
to get a regiment in twenty years. 

I have promised Mr. Dundas to give every possible encomage- 
ment to the trial, but at the same time I rM)inmended that some 
of the King’s regiments should be sent to India, if it should be 
necessary to increase oim European force, before you can hear from 
us how the plan is likely to succeed. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to C, W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Cc'ilcutta, McOi-ch 10, 1788. 

I have received your letter dated 3rd February containing 
an account of your late conferences and communications with the 
Poonah administration, and I was much pleased with the distinct- 
ness and prudence with which you stated the prmf'i^fios, upon 
which we were desirous to invite them to a friendly connexion 
between the two Governments. 

In the situation in wliicli political affairs then stood, and even 
now, in as far as we have received regular information, you wall 
have little to add m explanation of the primdpal points wliich have 
aheady been so frequently discussed between you and the Maratta 
ministers, after you have communicated the substance of my 
instructions on the subject of their sending a vakeel to England, 
and on the mode of opening a negotiation for the exchange of the 
Island of Salsette, in case the latter point shall again be agitated 
by them. 

I am however in liomly expectation of receiving authentic 
accounts of some late occurences in Europe, which may very 
, 1 1.. li.j'P'' > .'p FiViUce; for I find that the French 

. ■ . I P i’j-.ssiau troops Under the Duke of 

I! ■■ ' : I .■ d and that wurlike preparations 

wore making both in England and France. 

I look upon a rupture ivith Tippoo as a certain and immediate 
consequence of a war with France, and in that eveiit a vigorous 



334 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. X. 


co-operation of tlie Marattas would certainly be of the utmost 
importance to our interests in this country. 

I am sensible however, from the caution and coldness with 
which they have treated all the qualifications that we have offered, 
in declining to accede to their specific propositions, that it will 
require great delicacy of management to obtain that co-operation 
upon terms either creditable or admissible by tliis Government, 
and in particular that in applying for it the greatest care should 
be taken not to betray the smallest symptom of apprehension for 
the ultimate event of the expected war. 

Our declarations of political principles have been so perfectly 
uniform, that there mtl be no occasion for any alteration in yom’ 
public language. 

■Wliilst England is at peace in Europe, and whilst the powers 
of this country abstain from offeruig injury to us or to our allies, 
this Government is not at liberty to take any step which might lead 
to hostilities with any of om: neighbours. But a war vdth France, 
or a rupture with Tippoo, will put it in our power to contract such 
allic"'’'"o OQ pA’-'d-'mive to our interests. 

Al.':'- ;; .,!! ■■‘A •' that manner removed against 

forming a close connexion with the Marattas, yet in the event 
of a war with Tippoo, either as principal or as an ally to the 
French, there may be several points of difficult discussion, in 
arranging the terms of the alliance for our mutual assistance. 
You will therefore, in notifyiag to the Minister any certain accomits 
that you may receive of Tippoo’s entering into hostilities against us 
either as an ally to the French or as principal, confine yourself in 
the first instance to the simple proposition tlmt the ATarattas 
should co-operate with us in the war, by availing iff sust 'h os of that 
opportunity to recover the countries 1;hat they have lost between 
the Bdstnah and Tumbuddra'; and to induce the Minister to take 
an early and decided part, you may declare, that we will engage to 
attack Tippoo both from the Carnatic, and on the Malabar Coast, 
and to continue the war, until they shall obtain possession of those 
countries, or such compensation for them as they shall deem satis- 
factory ; provided that they will also agree on their q)art, not to 
make peace with Tippoo without the consent and concurrence of 
this Government. But on the other hand, you will also give him 
to understand, that if, without stepping forwai’d in a proi^er time 
as friends -with effectual assistance, they leave us to ward off the 
dangers of the war with oim own forces only, they may probably be 
disappointed if they shall then expect so advanta^ous stipulations 
for the Maratta state. 
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The above v’-onld i-nd/iibly bo Ihe ini-st convenient principle of 
connexion between rlio uu> (Jovi.-niiiioviJs. for the mutnal diversions 
would be extremely advantageous to both parties, and arrangements 
for a junction of forces or partition of conquests would be attended 
with much intricacy, and might give rise to many disputes. 

It is however of so much real importance to our interests to 
obtain the co-operation of the Marattas in the event of a war with 
Tippoo, that if they are not satisfied with the above projDosition, and 
insist as a condition for acting, that their army destined to attack 
Tippoo’s northern dominions shall be joined by a corps of our 
infantry and a train of artillery, we will not only consent to that 
stipulation, but even agree to defray the expense of our own 
troops, rather than break off the negotiation, which has been 
already stated to you in a former instruction. 

But though this latitude is granted to you to prevent the 
delay at critical times wliich might be occasioned by references 
from you to this Government, I have that confidence in your 
prudence and discretion, as to be entirely persuaded that you will 
make no further use of your powers than shall be indispensably 
necessary to accomplish the object of this instruction. 

I have desired Major Palmer to state to you in the most 
particular manner, the substance of ev'^ryth’r'g eces between 

him and Scindia, and indeed it wiU • • ■ ig -ji.. that your 
mutual communications should bo rr(;i|ii(:nl aJid full to other, 
that there may be no difi'cn.Mico in your |)ubii(‘. l!nignag(\ end both 
Scindia and Nana may clearly perceive that the principles of both 
your instructions are exactly the same. 

• From Scindia’s expression of his anxious (Jesiro to be tlie 
instrument for forming a closer alliance between this Government 
and the Maratta state, I did not think it prudent to reject the 
chance of that assistance, whicli his influence with Nana might 
afford to your negotiations, and upon this idea I replied to his 
proposals in general terms, without authorizing Mm to undertake 
any specific negotiation. This I shall leave entirely with you, 
communicating to Major Palmer for Ms guidance my correspond- 
ence with you, and availing myself of Scindia’s disposition and 
influence as auxiliary only to your negotiations. If Scindia should, 
as he once tMi-v, out. pro.-.'cute his iuton.li-'U of goirm tc Poonah, 
in that case M:ij.:i' rniuit-r will uu-st: pnj'i.diK snruJUj'ai'y liim, and 
you will then be- aiilit lo r-f.jusiiii wiih lihn rlu; jueai’.s wiii-lt Ins con- 
, nexions with Scindia may offer to him, for carrying into execution 
the intentions of tMs Government. j 

Cornwallis. 
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Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Received May, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, Frognall, Xov. 4, 1787. 

We flatter ourselves that yon will be pleased witli the 
arrangement of the four East India regiments, from the principle 
upon which they are composed, as well as from the number of 
experienced officers of your own acquamtance who will command 
and come out with them. I trust that the corps in general of the 
European officers, will see with pleasure the prospect which opens 
to i’ ■ upon a more desirable footing. 

: !.,r r ■■ ■ • which was to have met on the 15th, ia 
prorogued to the 27th. We flatter ourselves that we shall meet 

■ *'’ . .'"^probation of the measures of the summer. 

'I' ■ ■ ■ -i it ind^ are by no means uninteresting to your 

part of the world : and the event of them is Iffiely to be of service 
to you. The country in general approves of what has been done ; 
and you know that, from the political opinions in which you and 
I have been bred, I must rejoice to see such an unanimity in favour 
of measures winch tend to put this country upon its proper footing 
in Europe. 

It gives me great pain indeed to wi’ite upon so melancholy a 
subject as that of the unfortunate death of our fiiend the Duke of 
Biitland, which was owing to Irish hospitality, violent exercise, and 
mismanagement of himself dmung his illness. His loss is a public 
one, for he was much beloved and respected in Ireland, and his 
firm and judicious government has improved the state of that coun- 
tiy. The Marqiiis of Bucldngham succeeds him. He has left the 
Duchess of Eutland/ the Duke of Beaufort,'* Lord Mansfield, and 
Mr. Pitt, guardians to his cliildren and executors of Ms will. 

Lord To\.[i>hi;nd is mcdc n Mr,rquis. and is exceedingly pleased 
with Ms prumv'lu>u. P-.>or l.'ivd ! .<: ■icos-.,er,^ who has been anxious 
to the greatest degree that liis father should get this promotion 
hcforc any other person, is now as miserable as possible that he has 
fhoseii his owii name for liis now title. He has fretted Mmself ill 
with his vexation. His reasonings, to one who is not versed in Dug- 
dale and other great authors on heraldry, are totally imiutelligible. 


’ T.-ii' .siia-i w of (Jir- Sf.'i.ifliolrlsr’s pnriy. 

- of Kiithiiui, Ii. Aut.' p 

1 1 I - pi > 

•* JjL'.;iirv. oih o!' I’oiniio'.'l, K.(5. ; 

I'.Ocl. Jfj. 1744. (l.Oct. I!. IS.i.'): iii. .April 
i! 1 /il 1 o;‘ Aiiiniir.iilif- IJo/i. 

Laward lioscaw-'i', .xuii of llugii, 1st Vistoiuii 
ritioioctii. 


^ George Earl of Leicester, so ci-eated v.p. 
May 18, 1784, eldest son of George, 1st 
Marqnis Townsliend, to whose title he suc- 
ceeded Sept. 14, 1807 ; h. April 18, 1755, 
d. July 27, 1811 ; m. Dec. 27, 1777, 
Charlotte, dau. and coheir of Eton Main- 
waring, Esq., of Risby Park. 
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I am truly sorry to read those passages of your letter which 
relate to Sloper, but as he is returned, there is no occasion to 
enter on the subject. There is no chance of a pension being given 
to Ills Secretary. At least I know of no one who would undertake 
that job, or would be likely to succeed iu it. That given to Sir 
George Staunton ’ was owing to the high favour in which his prin- 
cipal stood at that time, and was a most flagrant job indeed. The 
Directors are not pleased with the four regiments,® though they did 
not know how to prevent the raising them, without giving offence to 
their own officers. I have prevailed iipon them to suffer their 
recruits in future to be. reviewed by an officer of the King’s. All 
my family desire to be kindly remembered to you. 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Sydney. 


The Duke op Dorset to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received May, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, Paris, Noy. lo, 1787. 

I cannot omit tb^« orp^rfunity nf congratulating you on the 
present prospect •w“ i: \ •• ' ?.•! v to be re-established iu 

Europe. The French have swallowed the pill very handsomely, and 
from their present internal distress and embarrassment, I do not 
think they ivOl for some time have leisure to form o'ly iTi-.-j.. ( , 
ini -,...-,,-1 p-, n”-ypartof our possessions. They I. •■■■■■..■ii'iix T- 
a !■ !■ I'wi with a jealous eye towards !■ "'.i I 'r.':, 

now that Holland is out of their clutches, their views in that 
respect will be given up, and that we shall under your auspices 
long preserve our superiority. The augmentation of European 
troops which you have required will alarm them, and I imagine 
they -win immediately increase theirs in proportion. You will know 
all the news from England from different quarters. Mr. Pitt has 
gained himself the greatest credit and honour in the late negotia- 
tions between our respective Courts, and one may say that Old 
bcgiiis io rear up her head again. In short notliing can 
liio di-i.i.'i;-s of France at present: it is thought the Parlia- 

wenl to China in 1792. His pension was 
500?, a-year. 

' The Court of Diroctorsassoulcd, Of,!. 17, 
lo this addition oi'fom- Ueijimenls, bin, Nov. 
21 . V--:--:'.". 'r, ol' Llie plaii. Tlscir 

V.:, ■■vlj' be seen -in sub- 

.‘■r.p---;': b ... v.:- ■ .vailing. 

Z 
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ment^ wiU resist every loan proposed by Government, and the 
nation will not be at rest till tbe Etats Generaiix are assembled. ® 
There seems no disposition on tbe part of Europe to meddle with 
the Turkish war, though the French are trying to draw off the Em- 
peror ® from sending ftnther succom-s to the Empress of Eussia. The 
politics of France have always been to support the Tinks, as their 
commerce with the Ottoman Empire is an object of no less than 
sixty miOions of hvres Tournois. I am, &c., 

Dorset. 

I trust you wall not be sorry to hear that His Majesty intends 
to bestow on me one of the vacant Garters. 


Feom the Secret Committee to the Governor-General and Council at 
Fort William. 


[Secret,] Received May, 1788. 


My Lord, East India House, Nov. 3, 1787. 

. . . This letter accompanies a convention which has 
b.'C’i agreed TTisMidcily nnd the Most Christian King, 

j'or tile piiTiiMr:.- o!\-x|. ii big .-iisd i-jUTvi'ig into execution the 13th 
Article of the Treaty of Feace, concluded at Yersailles upon the 3rd 
of September, 1783. 

Upon a perusal of it, you will perceive that it has greatly 
curtailed the discussion of the points agitated by the negociating 
parties at the Isle of France, and totally omits some articles, upon 
which however, it is necessary that you should be furnished with 
our sentiments as the guide of your conduct. 

In the first place we think it necessary, as well on account of 
the precedent, as on account of several of the stipulations recog- 
nized in the provisional convention, altogether to disavow the 
authority of it as a national treaty. In so far as you have acted 
in conformity to the agreements contained in it, we do not desire to 
invalidate the particular acts done by you, but we cannot acquiesce 
in it as an instrument to be resorted to as evidence of any right, 
on occasion of any fiiture discussions ; and’ we direct, that if dis- 
putes shall at any time hereafter occur, in which any of the 


1 The P.irliamoni, did re.f’u.-ic aiseiii to liic 
loan, and the edict ibr borrowing -1 j0,00ij,()00 
li vres was registered in .a Soaiico liovp’o 
Nov, 24, 1787. ' ' ’ 

^ ® The Arrdt do Conscil for .assemhling the 
Rtats (iii'.idrau.\- was published Aug. S, 178S. 


3 France failed in her attempt, but the 
Austrians met with little success in the 
Turkish war till 1789, Peace w^as con- 
cluded in 1790, soon after the death of the 
Emperor Joseph. 
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permanent rights of Great Britain are implicated, the final arrange- 
ment of them mnst he left to the Government at home ; and no 
regulations upon such points shall be settled by our representatives 


in India, beyond what may be necessary --.v of tem- 

porary accommodation. The treaty now ■■■■ ■■■' : :■ i :.■! herewith 


transmitted, is to be held as the final explanation of the 13th 
Article of the Treaty of Versailles, and is to be acted upon as the 
only existing instrument for that purpose. 

We shall now proceed to give our dircct:’''i5: O' to n;- >. ■= 

wdiich the treaty is altogether silent, or only ::!■.■■! :> ! 

prini-ijih.' of ^■■^mduct without detailing the execution of it. 

i his descrijjtion we particularly allude to the collection 
of the duties, generally known by the denomination of Q-ovmiment 
Customs^ and the exercise of jurisdiction by the French nation 
either witliin or without the limits of their own factories. 

With regard to the first of those points, we have not agreed to 
make it the subject of the present treaty, because we hold our right 
to coUect those duties to be indisputable, and we hold ourselves 
at liberty to exact them, either now or at any future period, if 
either sound policy or the exigency of pur affairs shall suggest to 
iw the propriety of having recoiuse to those Customs as a source of 
rv'vemiC'. !»iu upon a full consideration of the subject, we have 
come to a resolution, and hereby dhect you to desist from levying 
the Government Customs. We are sensible that by adopting this 
resolution as a general measmre, we depart ffom an advantage we 
might have secured to the commerce of our own subjects, whether 
native or European, by relieving it -ffom this burthen, and retaining 
it as a burthen upon the trade of other nations; but we shall 
consider this sacrifice as comparatively an inconsiderable one, if 
it facilitates, as it must do, the general intercoiuse of commerce, 
and proves to other nations the sincerity of our deshe to afford to 
them the enjoyment of trade in our Indian possessions upon the 
most extensive and liberal footing. Having come to this resolution 
of abohshing the Government Customs, it becomes unnecessary to 
treat upon any of those various articles respecting the security 
and collection of those duties, which w^ere the subject of so much 
negociation at Mamitius. If, at any future period, we shall think 
proper to recur to the exaction of those duties, the system of 
regulations proposed by your own Government in 1784, from 
v.-l'i-’I. r.^ the articles of the Provisional Treaty do not 

Vi,; ■. may be resorted to, and ai)poar efroctual for their 

object. 

It only remams to be noticed, that the order for not exactmg 

z 2 
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1 ; 10 rn^'m -Tit of OoTernment Customs, extends to tliose at Madras 
v.i;l! !i> l )i. -!i--r.il : but that neither at the one place nor the other, 
do we mean to impede the landliolder or others in our territories, 
in the exaction of any local duties payable to them; but our 
orders must be construed to refer only to those duties actually 
levied by ourselves. 

Upon perusal of the treaty, you will perceive the French are 
secured in the settlement of Chandernagore and the five subordiiiate 
factories of Dacca, Patna, Cossimbusar, Ballasore, and that esta- 
blished in lieu of Jugden ; and when we, on any occasion, treat 
of the rights of factories as belonging to the French nation, we 
must be understood as referring to those national factories, and 
not to those houses of commerce or residencies of agents, which the 
interests of the French commerce may requhe to be placed in 
different parts of om’ provinces. And you wifi, further observe by 
a perusal of the treaty, that we have become bouud to secure to 
the subjects of France an exact and impartial administration of 
justice in all matters concerning their persons or properties, or the 
■carrying on of their trade, in the same manner and as effectually 
as to the subjects of His Mjijesty. 

In virtue of those provisions it is become our duty by treaty, 
as much as it hath ever been our inclination, to give a fah’ and 
unequivocal execution to this principle ; and it is our positive order 
that you do act in such a manner, as that the subjects of France 
shall receive the same protection to their commerce and the same 
impartial distribution of justice for the execxition of their con- 
tracts, that any British subject possesses in prosecution of similar 
interests. ’ ‘ ' 

In so far as concerns the exercise of jurisdiction witliin the 
limits of the French factories, the question is not~attended with 
any difficulty, for we have no objection to their exercising either 
civil or criminal jurisdiction over the persons, native or European, 
resident within their factories, and on accouit of transactions 
originating within their factories. If we uvhloho not, ild- is <1 
concession of more than what was allowed i.o Mnropoiui fa' iDvii 
by the ancient usage of the country G-overnmcnr. r’or irii' oogli 
they allowed them to settle differences arising between their own 
European subjects, the authority of the Nizamut always interposed 
to protect their own natives, though resident wdthin a European 
factory, against the outrages of Furopohus ; but we see no danger 
in the admission of the principle to the extent we have con- 
ceded, — for if the natives of India choose to adopt the protec- 
tion of the French, by becoming permanent residents within their 
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factories, we do not conceive it to be incompatible with any 
principle of Government, tliat tbey should to all intents and 
purposes, be placed upon the same footing as Europeans (the 
subjects of France) resident within „ those factories. You will 
observe that in the principle just "admitted, we must be accurately 
understood to refer only to permanent and not to occasional 
residence of natives, and to mean literally, transactions originating 
witliin the limits of the factory ; for if any of the residents within 
a French factory shall be engaged in transactions without those 
limits, upon which there arises any exercise of either civil or 
criminal jiu’isdiction, they must be considered with regard to these, 
in the sam“ a® British subjects resident within our 

j)rovinces, . ■! i» i.- to the established judicature of the 
country, agreeable to the directions we are now to give. 

ISTo notice is to be taken in the present treaty of the right of 
visiting ships in Bengal. We hold this right to be so indisputable, 
that the exercise of it cannot be made the subject of ar treaty. 
The order above stated for the abolition of the Government 
Customs, will of com’se render the occasions much less frequent, 
and it is our intention that it should in no case be made use of, 
but where there appears reasonable ground to suspect improper 
practices, and that all possible care should be taken to prevent its 
being ever abused to the purposes of vexation. 

We have, &c. 


The Governor-Gexeeal in Council to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wuiiam, June 5, i788. 

. . . The remonstrances made by a committee of the 

creditors of his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, have occasioned 
a reference to us from the President in Council at Fort St. George, 
with an application to consult His Majesty’s judges upon some 
doubts which had arisen, regarding the payments to be made 
to the creditors. 

The treaty concluded with the Nabob in June, 1787, gave rise 
to these doubts, as by that, the contribution of his Highness for the 
iiii!ii;iiy |n;;n-!: establishment for the defence of the Carnatic, had 
been increased from four to nine lacs of pagodas per annum, under 
i -jxpressed in the agreement of 1785, that if any 
■ ■ ■ '■ ■ ■.!■! take place in the sums payable by the Nabob, 
it should be deducted from the creditors’ proportion, and not from 
the Company’s. The creditors, conceiving their rights and pro- 
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perty affected, remonstrated witL. great intemperance, and claimed 
the Ml payment of the proportion of the twelve lacs of pagodas 
stipulated in then favour, whether the Company were paid or not ; 
and supported their pretensions principally upon the grounds of 
your orders, and upon the agreement of 1785, which they deemed 
binding and conclusive. 

From the. presidency of Fort St. George yon will learn the 
particulars, wMch will also be hereafter communicated to you by 
us. We shall only therefore at this time, explain to you our 
resolution. 

Before we acceded to the application to solicit the opinions of 
His Majesty’s Judges, we deemed it our duty to consider the 
questions proposed to be referred to them, om’selves ; and having 
formed our opinions upon the whole, free from any doubt, we 
determined against any application to the Judges, on the principle 
that there could be no obligation upon us to solicit advice, where 
we ourselves entertained no doubts. 

With respect to the question agitated, our determination is 
expressed in tins folhvvviug ^nnirmirv of llu: v-insoning ado25ted. 

That t!io Act vlicn ii the estabhshnient 

of a fund for the discharge of the demands of the creditors, made 
it subservient to the rights of the Company ; that the rights of 
the Company are jirimarily and necessarily the safety and pro- 
tection of their territories ; that the Comd of Directors, although 
they connected the f.-- p . creditors with the arrange- 
ment y- ■ ■■’ f-'.r- ' d Carnatic, consider the latter 

as th( : : y V.; ; ;• .-ases of necessity all others 

must ' ■ i’, n- • • treaty concluded with the 

Nabob, must be deemed one instrument only, of which the former is 
the commencement and the latter the conclusion ; that the treaty 
entered into, is conformable to the prescriptions of the Act and to 
the orders of the Com-t of Directors, and that it has been formed 
upon fo’"- p_y.ixpi-.-i__ principles, whether considered relatively 
to the ■■ !■.; j-.r.-.i', or with regard to the revenues of the 

Nabob ; and upon tliese grounds we deemed ourselves authorized 
to reject the exclusive claims advanced by the creditors, and 
refused to resign what hy law, equity, and projuiety we considered 
to be the rights of the Company, — or in other words, to sacrifice the 
funds granted for the protection of the State, to the accommodation 
of the creditors. 

We have however reason to conclude, that the funds of the 
Nabob are sufficient to satisfy all demands upon him ; that his 
interests have been consulted in the ari-aiigement of 1787, is 
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evident. The whole defence of the Carnatic now falls npon 
the Company, and the Nahob’s proportion of the general con- 
tribution, amounts to nine lacs of pagodas only, instead of eighteen 
lacs, the annual amount of his military expenses before the last 
war. 

As the conduct of the committee of creditors appeared to us 
highly intemperate, and disrespectful to the Grovernment under 
which they served, calculated to destroy the subordination of the 
service, throw a contempt upon the Grovernment, and embarrass 
its operations, we have not hesitated to express om- thorough 
disapprobation of their conduct, and to recommend to the presi- 
dency of Tort St. George, to remove firom their stations those 
servants who had jomed in the measures which we thought so cen- 
surable, submitting their conduct to your particular notice. 

We have, &c., 

COENWALLIS, &c. 

Mixute of Earl Cornwallis. 

Fort William, June IG, 1788. 

The Governor-General in Council having taken into his 
most serious consideration the communications which have been 
received from Sic Arch. Campbell, Hydrabad, and the coast of 
Malabar, now records his sentiments upon them, as preparatory to 
the final resolutions to be passed on the subject of the Guntoor 
Circars, and to the instructions necessary to be sent to Captain 
Kennaway.^ 

The material difference in the political situation of affairs 
between the present period and the last year, when the claim of 
the sim’ender of Guntoor was under discussion, has been already 
adverted to. The pacification established in Europe between the 
Courts of England and Yersailles, has removed the principal ground 
of npprohonsion formerly entertained, on account of the intrigues of 
the Fj-encli with Tip])oo and the Nizam, and of their interference 
with a vir-’u* to promote or assist hostilities. 

Our knowb/dgr.' oC the views and situation of the different 
Powers of Hindostan is also more perfect and satisfactory, and the 
intermediate time which Ims (.■l:i|isccl, has afforded us an opportu- 
nity of improving our Iri-.-ndly with the Maratta State, 

' e ■■.'■■■ ' ■ V ■ ■ . Esq., M.P. He was afterwards Aide-de- 

■ ■ . camp to Lord Comwallls, and was one of his 

. ■ . ; most confidential agents. 

Charlotte, dau, and coheir of James Amyatt, 
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and of putting our forces and preparations on the coast of Coromandel 
on the most respectable footing. The principle which connects the 
interests of the Company at their different Presidencies is now 
better established, and it must be ai)parent to the different States 
of Hindostan, that the whole axe regulated by one rule of unanimity 
and co-operation. In addition to which, the Board have certain 
expectation of the arrival of very large reinforcements from Europe 
in the course of six weeks or two months. 

With respect to Tippoo, the Board have no reason to conclude 
that he is either better prepared, or more inclined to hostilities now, 
than he was at the close of the last year. Every movement of a 
formidable power, naturally creates alarm in those whose situation 
p' ir. d.-' ‘"r from it. And it is upon this principle alone, 

; ,.i - suggested in the correspondence now under 

consideration, particularly by the Eajah of Travancore, must be 
accounted for. In tracing the various intelligence progressively 
from the earliest to the latest dates, the alarms at first entertained 
and then augmented, appear to have gradually subsided. If the 
intelligence of Zim-ul-Alclien,^ communicated through Sir. Malet, 
can be depended upon, it admits of one general conclusion, favour- 
able to the views of the Board at present, — ^that the discontent pre- 
vailing among the princij . T-- • > • '’T’ : i- general and 

d.v.-ply r.Mttcd : and lids >• •• - • • - . ■! -i confirmed 

by oi! ■ !• i’;ldli,mii(*<.r of a more general nature. 

The Nizam is fov TTTr;v. and by disposition 

adversetoit; andi:---y' | '■.■i been induced at a 

former period, from the active zeal of hrench negociators and the 
encouragement of Tippoo, to try the chance of it rather than part 
with the Guntoor in perpetuity, the present circumstances render 
such an idea very improbable. The establishment of peace in 
Europe must have convinced him that no assistance can be now 
derived from the Erench, and the expectations which they probably 
led him to entertain, can no longer have any weight with bi~m . 

The accounts of his connoxt-'.n -rith Tir.r ---. rypr-re- to rest upon 
a very uncertain fouiidniiou, :.■ ■! may have 

made, have more probably 1 I a i!-- , rs of that 

prince, than by any desire of ■ ■■ r I t. with him. 

The interposition of the French between these two princes and an 
assurance of their active support, might have produced a connexion 

* Zim _ul Aldien, or more properly, Zain- to Shah Alem in 1782. Mirza Shuffee Khan 
nl-Ahu-dm, gave j; i h:."; was mm-dered hy Afrasiab Khan in 1783, 

the English, He I y-. -/.,-. and was in his turn murdered next year hv 

Shuffee Khan, one of the most powei-fnl of Zain-uI-Abu-din. 
tlio Mogul eliiefs, who 'uas l-rime Minister 
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hostile to the English interests ; but without some such encouraging 
motive, it is more natural to conclude that the Nizam will not 
hazard the loss of the friendship and support of Ins old allies the 
Marattas, which we have every reason to believe would be the 
infallible consequence of his forming an alliance with Tippoo. 

These reflections are suggested to the Board, by the ioformation 
lately laid before them, of the negotiations carried on by the Nizam 
jiiid Tij.jioo. i'liid which, if just, Can have no weight in altering or 
late resolutions. 

The state of the Nizam Government, as far as we can collect 
from the intelligence transmitted, appears to be disordered, and liis 
late demand upon the Jaigheerdan to have created much discontent. 

The recovery of the Guntoor, can in reason afford no pretence 
for the mterference of Tippoo. If prepared for a war and de- 
termined upon it, he will never want a pretext nor 17111 he wait for 
it. His conduct towards the Marattas since his pacification with 
them, has afforded them gneat disgust and discontent, and it is a 
very improbable supposition, that under such circumstances, and 
deprived of all expectations of assistance from the French, he will 
be induced, from a consideration of the Nizam’s eo-'p'orntion nlono, 
to attack our territories at a time when they are so wrl! th-lV-nflrd. 
He must naturally conclude that the Marattas would seize the 
opportunity afforded them by Ins being involved in a contest with 
us, to revenge the insults which he has offered to them since the 
last war. Neither arc of Tippoo, as far 

as ive can judge, in a 'li;' • ‘-T . .m enterprise of this 

magnitude. 

The arguments urged against the assertion of our claim to the 
Guntoor Circar are founder] upon possibilities alone, which must 
exist at aU periods. To a dm it these arguments in objection to the 
execution of the measure under the existing favourable circum- 
stances, would be to renounce our rights for ever. 

The Court of Directors have decided upon the recovery of the 
Guntoor ; and the Board, being convinced tiiat no period can occur 
in which tlus claim can be asserted with less risk to the interests of 
the Company than at present, do not deem themselves authorized 
to suspend that determination. It is only mcumbent upon them 
in the execution of the measure, to act with caution and mode- 
ration. 

Eesolved, therefore, that the following additional instructions 
be communicated to Captain Keimaway to the completion of the 
object of his negotiation.^ 


See Append^jf. 
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Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malbt, Esq. 

gjjj Calcutta, June 18, 1788. 

I liaT6 received your letters dated 26tli April, 5tli and 12tli 

May. 

■Whatever grounds there may he to doubt the veracity of some 
parts of the information conveyed to you by Zim-al-Abadieiig, of 
which a copy was enclosed in your first letter, it must be admitted 
that his own account of his transactions bears considerable marks 
of iudustry and ingenuity. But I rqiiirovc ontirriy of your answer 
to him, and you will please to repeat that he is to contract no 
engagements m our name, nor to enter into intrigues with any of 
the cliiefs under Tippoo’s authority; and at the same time ex- 
plicitly state to him, that useful observations on the forces and 
government and the characters of the principal people belonging 
to Tippoo, >rith as much authentic information as possible of his 
designs and of the movements of Ms troops, are at present the only 
services that ’"fl L- .1 

I have sai : ’• • 'k-:; .■ • -rr.v--''-.''’ he gives you un- 
equivocal proofs of his zeal and •• • • I have no objection, 

not only to your affordiag him a moderate pecuniary assistance at 
present, but even to your giving Mm an assurance of the friendly 
disposition and protection of this Government. . . . 

From the assurances that I have '' f-' ■■ • Palmer, 

of Scindia’s having umformly compr< :i< nM<-d with great correct- 
ness the nature of our present •|•oli^••y and ilio general tendency 
of our propositions to the Marattas, and from the late vague mes- 
sage transmitted to you from the Minister upon the pretext of 
the arrival of a vakeel from the Nizam, I am perfectly persuaded 
that Nana has designedly misrepresented Scindia’s communications 
to Mm of the substance of his conferences with Major Palmer, with 
a view to discover, m Ms discussions wdth you, whether you pos- 
sessed power to contract engagements more conformable to his 
■wishes than those which you bnd proposed. 

TMs style of cdsi.!!,;.;!. procvroiH cvidoiiily iVom the natural pro- 
pensity to duplicity in Ihe Brahmin iidiiiini-iriiiio!! which you have 
so often ic -.■[•il.cd: bi:r, instead of !bi!.l^^il■g example, it will 
be most becoming on our part, -irithout any appearance of anger or 
resentment for what has passed, to continue to act with our usual 
openness mid candour. 

It is however of importance for om’ reputation as well as satis- 
faction, that your explanations, assisted by Scindia’s and his 
vakeel’s statements of tlie nature of Ms conferences with Major 
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Palmer, sliould remove every pretext from tlie tr' 

a doubt of the consistency of the principles upon ■. I. 
negotiated 'with the different Maratta chiefs, or of the sincerity of 
our general professions of friendship for the Maratta State. But as 
I begin to apprehend that by continuing to press him for a return 
to those voluntary offers of assistance which we formerly made, we 
may create in minds so prone to distrust, suspicions either that we 
are conscious of some internal weakness, or that our European 
differences are not r-,---- r.'' --Ml-d. I should at present be con- 
tent with the above <■. ■!>;:■■■ ■ ’■■■■ 

You will therefore take an early opportunity to hold a confe- 
rence of this tendency with Nana, and whilst you'will be at pains 
to conduct it with the utmost good humour and complacency, you 
may say that you observe from the general tenour of my letters, 
that, as om conditional offer of assistance proceeded from an un- 
affected friendly concern in this Government for the welfare of the 
Marattas, I certainly did entertain hopes that they would not have 
been backward in giving proofs of a similar cordiality ; but that 
having experienced so many scruples and delays on their part, I am 
unwilling to importune them ivith further solicitations, and that you 
are therefore instructed to do everything in your ponder to cultivate 
the harmony and general good understanding wliicli subsists between 
the two Governments, but, instead of repeating applications that 
have hitherto proved so fruitless, to wait with patience until from 
their own fi.-ding-; niid ilii.? -ligg.-.sric.ii-s of their good sense, they shall 
see the lil)...:riiiiiy iiud pn>pi-ivly oi' jicceding to our propositions. 

You will no doubt be aware that without great caution in the 
choice of your expressions, it may be difficult to convey the above 
sentiments to Nana, without creating a suspicion in his mind either 
of our friendship having cooled, or of our political system and views 
beiug totally changed. 

You are therefore at hberty to withhold the declaration of our 
mtention, if you have reason to apprehend the above consequences 
from it, but at the same time you are to desist from pressing the 
Minister with further solicitations, and leave it entirely with himself 
to revive the negotiation if he thinks proper. 

You may, howo\'er, take some favom-able occasion to remind him, 
that although it is the general system of this Government to live 
in peace, if possible, with all our neighbom’s in India, no pains will 
be spared to preserve onr armies and finances in constant readiness 
to resent injuries or provocations that may bo wantonly offered by 
our enemies, or to give every protection or assistanc.c', tliat can be 
reasonably expected by om- friends. 
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Upon the footing on wHcli the present Instruction will place 
yon with the Poonah administration, it would not be expedient to 
cultivate a close connexion or to act in concert with Scindia’s 
vakeel, except in giving the necessary explanations of the con- 
formity of Major Palmer’s propositions with those that you made 
about the same time to Nana. But you will take every opportunity 
to express great attention to the vakeel, and a warm concern for 
the iaterests and prosperity of his master. . . . 

I am, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Majok-Gbneeal Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, No. 17, Sackville street, Dec. 20, 1787 . 

I am afraid you will have but too much reason to accuse 
me of being a bad correspondent, but having been for these last 
three months in the country, I have had little or no news to com- 
municate to you since our arrival here in the month of August. 
As I do not know into what hands this letter may possibly fall, in 
the long journey it has to make, I cannot venture to give you so 
full an account of /•-<■’ r v.-. 'r ■ ir this part of the world as I 
could wish to do, t L i i: : lere are certain parts of our 
conduct which would by no means meet with your approbation. 

We are totally guided by f and thoroughly initiated into all 

the extravagances and debaucheries of this most virtuous metropolis. 
Our visits to Windsor are less frequent, and I am afraid will at last 
be totally given up. I flatter myself stOl, however, with the hopes 
that when the first burst is passed, some little reflection w^id come 
to our n'dstnnco. and we shall perceive before it is too late, that we 
ill'.' onif-.'lvi s in the eyes of the world, and throwing away 

the finest game that <:\cr nmn laid |iro^mijiHl to him. If tlic 
Dutch affairs had not been levniiniiiird so ghirioiL'Iy i‘or i.iiis coiuiiiy, 
and a war had taken place. His Eoyal Highness would most likely 
have employed his talent and constitution to more noble purposes. 
He has asked the King’s leave to make a campaign with the Rus- 
sian army, in case the war should go on with the Turks. I under- 
stand however, that the King has given him a flat refusal, alleging 
that he could gain but Utile knowledge in his profession from the 
manoeuvres and disciplme of a Russian army, from the method they 


^ The Duke of York. 


* The Prince of Wales. Blank in orig. 
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are obliged to adopt in fighting the Turks ; and that it might pos- 
sibly be thought, from his situation in this country, that England 
took a pretty strong part in favour of the side on which his Eoyal 
Highness fought. The Duke however, proposes to return to the 
charge, but I believe without any great prospect of success. ISTo- 
thing .can exceed the unanimity which prevails at present in tliis 
^ country, and the approbation which all parties seem to give to the 
measures which Ministry have pursued in putting an end to the 
Dutch business ; the great good luck which attended the Duke of 
Brunswick in his military operations against the city of Amsterdam, 
would surprise you if you was to see the difficulties which he had 
to encounter, and which nothing but their bad conduct and the 
confusion which reigned amongst them, of which the Duke took 
immediate advantage, could possibly have surmounted ; as he had 
no train of artillery with him to force the strong piis-i'S ii]) 0 ]i (I.-' 
dikes, and the several very strong fortified places, wliicli. iii.i:;y wcn: 
so good as to abandon without making the smallest resistance, and 
without any reason for so doing. In short, my dear Lord, by the 
measures taken here and by our weU-timed armament,^ we have 
saved Holland to this country, and have extricated her out of the 
hands of France, and all this at the trifling exjDense of beneath 
400,000?. How glorious for our young Minister 1 

The ruinous state of the French finances, and the distraction 
which reigns amongst all classes of men in that kingdom, seems to 
insure us a much longer res])ij-...‘ from war than we should otherwise 
have had. ... I look \\ iihi groat impatience to the expiration 
of your exile, and hope to see you return in good health, and with 
the satisfaction of having done an essential service to your country 
and to the poor inhabitants of the Eastern world. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

R. G. 


Right Hox. Henry Duotas-to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received July 19, 1788. 

M'y dear Lord, India office, March 6, 1788. 

. . . I write merely to mention to you, that we have got 
a good deal of faction at the India House. The handle of it is the 
fom’ regiments going to India, which the Directors at first received 


1 A secret convention was signed Oct. 2, 
1787. P",.?:,.-;; Prussia for the 

40 --- ■ 

mac' ■ . 


i ii. ! The former 

See ■ . ■ 


Power was hound, if required, to furnish 

p, 339. 
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with thaiiMiilness, hut now decline by a small majority to receive, 
because of tbe injury thereby done to tlieir officers, and tlie cry 
thereby created has made a considerable impression. It is without 
solid foundation, because there is every disposition on our part to do 
them justice, as it is impossible not to feel that the supercession by 
the King’s army must be very grating to them. The real fact is, 
that we have- wr.ited irnprdirTitly for your Eeport on the subject, ^ 
because we ilii'.iK' ii V".; iiivtiuiubl'.-- to the Indian officers ; and 
backed by your authority, who are yom-self high in the King’s 
service, it would add a gTeat strength to our opinions. They will 
inobably give wny when the Act passes ; but in the mean time the 
Court of l)ircctoi-s would not give a passage to the King’s troops on 
board their ships, and disputed our right of paying them when in 
India. This laid us under the necessity of bringing in the Declaratory 
Bill, of wliich I send you a copy as brought in, and also wdth the 
amendments made in the Commons. It will pass ^ in a few days. We 
had a violent debate on it last night, which continued till eight o’clock 
this morning, and we shall have another to-morrow on the Eeport 
of the Bill from the Committee. I take it for granted papers and 
letters will be sent out to endeavour to inflame your army, but ■ 
their good sense and your authority will disa])})(.)iu(: any .such, wicked 
views. I have time to trouble you with no more, but will write 
fully by the next ship. Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

H. R. H. THE Prince of Wales to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July 24, 1788.] • 

My dear Cornwallis, Carlton House, March 12, 1788. 

Tho’ I am sensible how much your tin- - ■. I 

help troubling you with a few lines on a i * 

mentioned to you. Having understood th.; ■■■ I 

have sent a species of order to have young Treves removed from 
his present situation and feeling myself much interested in this 
ymung man’s welfare, I cannot help Ist recalling to yoin mind that 
I took the liberty some time ago, of recommending him jiarticu- 
larly to your jnotection, and only hope that if his* conduct has not 
been improper in his situation, you would not admit of his being an 
innocent sufferer. I trust to your goodness in forgiving the trouble 

This Bill was warmly opposed. It how- Mr. Dundas’s despatch, March 26, Lord 
ever passed the Commons Mai'cli 14, the Lansdowne’s letter of April 5, and General 
lords the 19th, and received the Royal Grant’s of April 6. 

Assent hy commission on the 20th. Sfee 
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I am now giving you, and that if any application is necessary to the 
subject here at home, you will be Idnd enough to inform me how 
I am to make it myself, or else I must trouble you once more in 
begging you to make it yourself for me and in my name. I am 
ever happy in any opportunity that offers itself of recalling myself 
to your recollection and in assm-ing you how sincerely I remain 

Your sincere friend 

Geouge P. 

WAiiEEN Hastings, Esq., to Earl Cornwallis, 

[Received July 26, 1788,] 

My Lord, London, March 20, 1788. 

I have had the honour to receive a letter from yoim Lord- 
ship by one of the ships of the last year. I return you many 
thanks for the attention which you have shown to my recommenda- 
tions, and especially for your kindness to my old domestics, Avho, I 
hope, will prove themselves worthy of it by their fidelity and 
attachment. 

I hear with pleasure from all quarters, and even from the 
disappointed, testimonies of the highest approbation bestowed on 
your Lordship’s administration, and sincerely hope that you w'ill 
meet with the due retium of justice and gratitude from your 
country. My example holds out no encouragement for the exertion 
of a zeal beyond the bounds of prescribed duty ; but I give your 
Lordship credit for a mind that does not require external impulses; 
and I do yet believe that there is a spirit of national honour 
subsisting in this kingdom, which will ultimately prevail against all 
the efforts of a faction, however supported by powerfnl combina- 
tions, respected talents, popular influence, or the baseness of 
political connivance. I do not apply this observation to my own 
* case, winch is submitted (and I thank God for it) to a sm’er test. 

I have, &o., 

, Waeeen Hastings. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Palmer. 

Sir, Calcutta, Aiig. 16, 1788. 

. . . I approve of the orders which you have given to 
your agent at Delhi, and have at j)resent no further instructions to 
transmit to you on the subject. 

I do not thinlv that, under om* present orders from the Court of 
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Directors, and tire existing Acts of Parliament, we should be 
ii:.-lificr] hr the late violent of G-olaiim Kadh Kliaii in 

in the distnrbanc ■ ' ■ i •■■■ -■ Provinces, nor do I see 

that we are called upon to ■■■• ■ i-'i- »■ by motives of honour’ or 

interest, or even of humanity. 

The unfortunate Shah has been long since in fact deposed; 
without power, money, or troops, he has been a wretched pageant 
in the hands of the Prince or State' which hn|--p'-nod at the time to 
be the most powerful of Iris neighbom.-<. 1 1' « c sJiould now free liim 
from Golaum Kadir Klian, unless we could give him an ai’my and a 
j - ; ■ ■ ' .1 ?■- !"■■■ payment of it, he would immediately again 

i . : perhaps the prisoner of some other tyrant. 

I have signified to the widows and children of the late Prince 
Jehaunder Shah,^ that they may remain under our protection at 
Benares during the present unhappy situation of then.’ family. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

SlEj . Calcutta, Aug. 18, 1788. 

. . . The information communicated in your letter dated 
the 28th of June, could not fail of giving me the most cordial 
satisfaction. 

The voluntary offer of the Poonah administration to join in the 
war against Tippoo, upon the supposition that he had forced us to 
a rupture by committmg hostilities against our ally the Eajah of 
Travancore, places this Government on as advantageous political 
ground with the Peshwa as I could wish or expect ; and I think 
myseH bound in justice to you to declare, that I am entirely 
persuaded that the prudence and good sense with which you have 
conducted your various conferences with the ministers, must have 
greatly contributed to dispose them to go beyond the bounds of 
their usual caution, by taking a step so decidedly favourable to our 
imblic honom’ and to our substantial interests. 

You wni have seen the instructions that I transmitted to the 
Government of Bombay, in consequence of the insult offered to the 
settlement of TeUicherry, by Tippoo’s tributary the Eajah of 
Cherika.® I thought it proper likewise to write to Tippoo liimself 
upon that occasion ; and I considered it necessary for the dignity of 

^ Eldest son of Shah Ahm. ia seize by force the island of Darnapatam, 

2 A petty Hindoo Prince on the Malabfir which belonged to the settlement of Telli- 
coast. He had endeavoured, in March, 1786, cherry ; d. June 1788. 
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this Government, to declare to him in explicit terms, that although 
I was sincerely desirous to live in peace and tranquillity with all 
our neighbours in this country, I was at the same time perfectly 
determined not to suffer the smallest injury or insult from any . 
power whatever to the Company’s territories or to those of them 
allies, to pass unresented. 

That I had therefore sent orders to punish the Eajah of 
Cherika, and that as liio Enjrih is one of his tributaries, I expected 
that he would give l:is: aid io i:‘iijj.sris<‘: him for this act of temerity 
and injustice. 

I have been lately inforined that the Eajah died suddenly a 
short time ago, and I do not think it probable that Tippoo will 
venture to support the hostile measure in which the Eajah had em- 
barked. But should he be rash enough to force us into a war, the 
Marattas will have a faff opportunity, and they shall have every 
reasonable encouragement, to act in concert with us against him in 
the manner that they proposed, whilst they believed that a rupture 
had become .unavoidable by his attacking the possessions of the 
Eajah of Travancore. 

The instructions already in yom* possession, will be sufficient for 
your guidance in all preliminary arrangements, even if a breach 
with Tippoo shall actually take place. As no European power could 
have a pretext to interfere in a quarrel in wliich he would clearly 
be the aggressor, we should have no real occasion to esqpress much 
anxiety about the co-operation of the Marattas, and it would be still 
less necessary to submit to any inconvenient terms as the price of it. 

Such a war from the situation of our respective dominions, 
would be so extensive and complicated, that it would require some 
time, and a great deal of coiTesx3ondence, to arrange a distinct plan 
for carrying it on. 

If the Marattas should agree immediately on the events taking 
place, to declai-e openly against TijDXJoo, I should readily enter into 
engagements not to make ]3eace with him without communication 
with them, nor without giving their interests the most friendly 
consideration. 

In communicating this declaration, you will be careful not to 
afford any grounds for a construction, that we will bind ourselves 
not to make peace without the consent of the Maratta ministers, 
as that might involve us in a continuation of the war beyond what 
prudence or policy might warrant, and the Marattas would without 
doubt anxiously avail themselves of such a declaration, to j)ersist in 
demanding and procuring the full restitution of aU tliat Tipj)oo or 
his father may have ever taken from them. , . . 

VOL. I. ^ 2 a 
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It ^ill be proper on every occasion to discourage all liopes in 
the Poonali Ministers, of our entering into any negotiation for the 
siuTender of Salsette to tlie Peshwa, until they are inclined to 
begin as a preliminary, with an offer of some Hberal equivalent 
for it. 

Should any opening occur in any future transactions amongst 
the Maratta Chiefs, to enable them to make propositions in the 
name of the Eajah of Berar, for ceding upon certain conditions the 
district of Cuttack to the Company, I should be very ready to listen 
to them ; and as that district is much more valuable than Salsette, 
I should wilhngly pay in ready money whatever sum might, upon a 
fair investigation, be found to be a reasonable value of the difference 
between the two possessions. 

The value of Cuttack to the Company, would principally consist 
in its rendering the communication complete b -. mam vii Ibnigiil and 
our dominions in the Carnatic ; and it must be admitted to be but 
a precarious tenme for the Eajah of Berar, as in case of a serious 
quarrel arising between the two Governments, we could wrest it 
from him with the greatest facility. . . . 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Righp Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Aug. 25, 1788. 

My dear Lord, ’ - WimUedon, March 26, 1788. 

I wrote to you a few hues on the 6th of this month, relative 
to the Declaratory Bill then depending ; since that, the Bill bas 
passed and our Indian politics are again at rest. I can assure you 
it was not the case for more than two months. The dispute &st 
began among the Court of Directors, after the cessation of the 
apprehensions of an immediate war. While that was in depend- 
ence, they were exceedingly happy to receive the four regiments 
that were proffered to them, and likewise felt, or appeared to feel, 
extremely happy in the- gift that was bestowed on tIk m- by 

the appointment of half the officers from their army. But when 
the prospect of war was over, they found out they could have 
raised an additional European force without the aid of the King 
or any King’s officers. But this did not gain credit to their 
opposition, both because tbey were unable to raise recruits for tlie 
.supply of their army, and because their recruiting service is not so 
popular as to enable them to raise a cry upon that foundation. 
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Tliey were however more successful iti their next topic, which was 
the hardsliip broiiglit on the officers of their army by so great an 
additional number of King’s troops, whereby the grievance of 
siipercession was greatly increased. As there was real justice in 
this comj)laint, and it was inflamed by all the connexions of the 
Indian army, it was made -'-.I.'-- -'- -f discussion in General 
Courts of Proprietors, and ■. us many of the very 

steady adherents of Government on other occasions. It was our 
earnest wish to have |M)>tp.)!!i;; l noy decision on the relative rank of 
the King’s and Company’s officers till the Eavensworth should 
arrive, in which ship your Lordship had promised your sentiments ; 
but she is not yet arrived, and the clamour became so urgent both 
in the Com-t of Proprietors and in the House of Commons, and in 
the opinions of llio pnl)lic. at large as well as in our cvii fisPiig''. 
it became impossible to postpone tliis subject longer. 51i-, Pin iMid 
I took the part of the Company’s officers. They had met in a 
body here, and entrusted their business and common interests to a 
committee ; with them we had meetings, and, without troubling you 
with a detail of all the particulars, we soon discovered that notliing 
would be satisfactory but a communication of brevet rank to the 
Company’s officers by King’s commissions, and withdrawing the 
local brevet ranlcs which had always been felt as the great leading 
grievance, but, although uniformly complained of by addresses and 
remonstrances since the peace, had never been redressed. . . . 

Although this contest at first began among the Directors and 
Proprietors of India Stock, yet it was tpo tempting a bait not to be 
snatched at by higher powers. It became a complete Opposition 
question, and brought forth all the secret foes and lukewarm 
friends of Government. The Lord Marquis of Lansdowne rode one 
of the first horses, and it would have amused you in the House of 
Lords, to have seen him sitting between Lord Stormont and Lord 
j hugging and complimenting each 

■ ■ ' ; ■ ■■ '■■■■■.■• aU in vain ; the BiU was carried with a 

high hand in both Houses of Parliament, and the Court of 
Proprietors of India Stock have had several meetings called by 
factious proprietors, but in place of gaming their end or being 
able to keep up any flame, the proprietors have three to one 
negatived all their motions, and proved to the world in the most 
unequivocal manner, that their confidence is firm and unshaken in 
the present system of Indian Government. 

I duly attended to what you wr'I- ■■■Ir.t’v-- to the bad state of 
the recruiting service of the East I ■ | <■ > . I have urged 

them again and again to take the benefit of Uarisbrooke Castle as 

2 A 2 
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a depot for their recruits, and continue during the whole year a 
regular system of recruiting, in place of doing it in the sloTenly 
and disgraceful manner it is at present done, immediately previous 
to the sailing of their ships. This erroneous system of recruiting 
has been brought so much under observation in the late discussions 
upon the military establishment of India, that I have little doubt 
of being able to bring the Dhectors to give it a serious considera- 
tion. If they will not be induced to do it by persuasion, I must 
have recom’se to Parliament for compulsion. . . . Yom: native 

regiments may be kept as low as you please, because in the case of 
emergency, the privates can be easily recruited, but the case is diffe- 
reiit’^f''’’ f’ ■.■P.': ... It must be 

kept i- • .r- • . I . •‘•I .. • inEurope 

(which will iilwiixs io lio-iiliiii s in liidia) you will probably be 
obliged to trust to the European force as now settled ; as in propor- 
tion recruits are wanted for service at home, it becomes more 
difficult to find them for service in our distant possessions. This is 
the great principle winch prevailed in settling the European army 
as specified in the Declaratory Act, and I trust it is of a natine, if 
well recruited and disciplined, to keep aU our rivals, European and 
native, in awe of distmhing the peace of India. . . . 

I have nothing forther to trouble you with at present, but 
Yours, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 


Right Host. Heney Dundas to Earl Coenwai.lis. 

[Private.] Received Aug. 25, 1788. • 

My dear Lord, WimUedon, Marcli 31, 1788. 

. . . I take it for gmntC'l our dcs[><itehes in August last 
giving an account of the state of European politics and the subse- 
quent appearances of war, have kept you a good deal in a state of 
anxiety. The termination of 1^ - :• ■ -iv > -■ by the trans- 
actions in Holland, has of cour- ..i!\ i . credit of this 

country in Em’ope. I flatter myself the effect of them will operate 
greatly on the face of our affairs in the East. A connexion between 
Holland and us in India, and the dissolution of the French con- 
nexion with that republic, are most important events with a view to the 
strength and permanency of our possessions and power in Hiadostan. 
The final alliance between the Dutch and us is not yet concluded, 
but I hope it will soon ; and a European alliance between us and 
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tlie Diitcii, will probably soon be followed by an Indian alliance for 
our mutual security there. The great anxiety of Holland is the 
seciuity of their spice trade, and the restoration of Hegapatnam, 
neither of which are objects to ns ; but on the other hand, we felt 
the want of Trincoinale in the course of last war so materially to 
affect om* interests in India, it must be our principal, and indeed 
our only object in an alliance with the Dutch respecting India, to 
secure ourselves against the jianger of our ever being deprived of 
the use of the harbour of Trincomale, in the event of a future war. 
That point secured, and a moderation and economy free from cor- 
ruption adhered to with regard to om Indian Empire, I am most 
sanguine in looldng forward to the state of India a few years hence. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 


IkicaiT Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[PriratG.] Received Aug. 25, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, April 5, 1788. 

Sh J ohn Maepherson had taken his passage on board the 
Aii’ly Castle, and came here a few days ago to ask my commands 
for India. He imagined, without any just cause however, that 
there had been a coldness on my part to him. He came to an 
explanation on this head, in which I ivas of necessity induced to 
explain to him, that he could not look to succeed to your situation 
ill any given case that could be supposed. This led to further 
explanation, in the course of wliich I gave him an opening to state 
to me his real feelings as to retm-uing again to India. In truth, 
my Lord, I did not wish him to return, for it never appeared to 
me possible that after the situation he had held, he could sit 
cordially to a Board, to co-operate in systems many of wliich might 
be different fr-om his own. I stated these ideas to Mr. .Pitt in many 
conversations ; he entirely concurred with me in thinking, that if it 
was necessary to give him a handsome allowance at home to 
prevent the untoward circumstances of his return, it was well worth 
the compensation. It will end in that way.^ At present his 
dcpnrtnre is ri-lfiidod in (fuu.-i-qiu-ncv; of a suggestion from me, that 
il v.-oiild be oNpcdioiii. Jor him not to go till the Eavensworth’s 

1 He received in three instalments, be- of 1000?. was also conferred on him, on his 
tween March 1789, and March 1790, r.^d'.r.ir.g ‘o ire T. ^ a claim he had of 
15,301?. 7s., and June 21, 1809, a pension 1 ;:;i- N:-! :■ the Carnatic. 
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despatches were maturely considered, but the intention, although 
not yet communicated to anybody, is that he should not go at all. 
Whenever the choice of the Directors is over, which at present 
occupies the attention of Leadenhall Street, the proposition must 
in some shape be brought forward, I hope we shall have no 
difficulty with regard to liis successor. From all your letters I see 
Anderson ^ is the person you wish ; I suspect he would not at the 
present moment choose to go. If the report of the world is true, 
that he is soon to be married to a very pretty young woman in 
Scotland, I take it for granted his love of India will subside. If he 
does not go, I am much disposed to Avish the Court of Directors 
not to make any appointment immediately, but to wait for yom- 
opinion on the subject, wliich can be asked either officially, or by 
private letter. Be that as it will, I wish you to transmit to me a 
list of such persons as you thiidv qualified in all respects to fill up 
tlie vacancies that may occur, for there can be no difficulty of 
having them appointed as vacancies may actually happen. 

I do not think that I have any more to trouble you with on this 
sulject, and remain, as over Yours &c. 

Henry Dundas. 

P.S. I am sure, both from the style of your letters and Mr. 
>Shore’s, you will approve of my ideas respecting Sir John Mac- 
pherson. 


Marquis op Lansdowne to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Ang. 25, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, London, April 5, 178S. 

. . . The winter has been taken up with Hastings’s trial, 
which has p.. ■ ■ d . - rri-.'-.h''"' ,-!= h t'" h-' r-’ dl^QQ. 

Tlierehas b ■ ■ i a .. <>b,. .;i ..j' , I i ic- : ‘ ■!. '■, O':-; ! 
the unpopularity of which has been thrown upon Dun do s, who, from 
the language of all descriptions, will find it difficult if not impos- 
sible, to preserve Iiis hold npon India. 

As to foreign news, I will own to you in confidence, that I am 
veiy apprehensive of the consequence of all that we have been 
doing in the summer. We have mortified the French, and driven 
them into a variety of close connexions, the effects of we may 
have to feel, while on our side we have been able to do very little 

' Diwid AiiiturscU; b. Feb. lo, 1751, d. Christina, dau, of Robert Findlay, Esq., 
Aiiji. 2, 1S25; in. Aug. 14, 1788, Hester M.D., of Druinmore. 
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to counteract wliat may happen. In Holland we liaye alienated 
the majority, and depend upon a minority more devoted to Prussia 
than to us. The French make the strongest professions words 
can express of then devotion to a pacific system, and have recourse 
to every argument private and public to convince us that they are 
determined not to profit chrectly or indirectly of the downfall of 
the Turks, whenever it happens ; but though I know the Archbishop 
of Toulouse and thdse about him very well, and respect their cha- 
racter and their principles, I can never believe such professions, so 
that I shall not be surprised to hear of some general partition, or 
that we may be driven to a war to prevent one by which we may 
be affected. I should however add, that I am singular in my 
opinions, and would not trouble you with them, if I was not aware 
that it is agreeable to anybody at a distance to hear different opi- 
nions. You must not imagine that mine arises from any dislike to 
Government, for I never was more completely unconnected with 
every party. 

I am much obliged to you my dear Lord, for your attention to 
the persons I mentioned to you. The KennaAvays are friend’s 
friends, being recommended to me by Sh Eobert Palk but I am 
glad to hear they have merit, Avhich he assured me they had ;• but 
I shall be excessively obliged to you if you cc-u put Fr.—h 
some good situation, as I knew Mm from Ms I i I :i i 

myself, and can be answerable to you for Ms steadiness and 
mtegrity. 

Your Lordship’s partiality to Lord Wycombe^ since he was 
born, Avill make you glad to hear that he is returned from abroad 
everything we could wish, and promises to be a great blessing to us. 

I wish you, my dear Lord, a continuance of good health, and 
have no doubt of your augmenting the reputation wMch, without a 
compliment, you have universally acquhed. 

I am, &c., 

Lansdowne. 


In a subsccjuent letter dated tlrree days later. Lord Lansdowne 
says that he has it iVoin good authority that the French have no 


1 Sir Eobert Palk, Bart., so created June 
19, 1772 ; b. Dec. 1717, d. May 1798; m. 
Feb. 7, 1761, Anne, dau. of Arthur Van- 
sittart, Esq., of Shottesbrook. He was 

■ ' . M.P. 

. and 

2 John'Fombelle, b. Sept! 11, 1763, d. 

'N'ev. 2'1, ’n. 1ft, Miss Coates, 

2!.;:, li- 1.: d various offices: 


the last he held was Judge of the Sudder 
Adawlut. 

3 John Henry Earl of Wvconibe. .'sficr- 
wav.F-. 7. .‘c'-V 2:V A! l...-- 

<i--.v- v: 17 -.A. d. Nov. lb' 

ujv :!'l e'l" ;!U I’-'j. 


fif’ 
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wish to disturb the peace, and that Spain entirely agrees with them 
on Northern politics ; that Enssia will be satisfied with Otchakoff, 
but that Austria is still aimons for war. 

He also mentions rumours respecting the King’s wish to make 
some changes in the MinisHy, and says that the Opposition ^ think 
the Grovernment must fall to pieces. 


Gb>teral Grant to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 25, 1788.] 

My bear Lord, SackvUle street, April 6, 1788. 

The long expected Eavensworth, after a tedious passage of 
five months, arrived in the end of March, with pleasing accounts 
from yourself to your friends, and to me in particular. 

The reports of your administration wliioh have been trans- 
mitted to individuals, are full of approbation and applause. J have 
not heard the most distant surmise of a grievance ; they say there 
are no fortunes to be made in India, and that gentlemen in them 
present situations cannot afford to live in the expensive way they 
formerly did; but as your reforms have been general, without 
favour or partiality, being convinced of the propriety, they submit ; 
but I have only heard of the necessity of the case from yourself, as 
you say the unfortunate Princes have not a rupee left. The 
Indians used to account for their numbers diminishing, by saying 
that the breath of the white people did not agree with them, and 
your Eastern sovereigns wiU. say with equal truth, that their gold 
and silver coins have hitherto melted away under the touch of a 
single European Eesident, without the aid and assistance of military 
Collectors. 

I do not think that the affairs in Europe bear so peaceable an 
aspect as they do in Asia ; the Emperor and Eussia are at war with 
the Turks ; Spain, and the Princes in Barbary are arming f a Pro- 
clauiiitioji has b(!en issucM to provent our sciinmi'! from entering 
mt-i ioui Tliorutoii,’’ a ibis-iai: uu iviuiut; and agent, 

i~ "■■■ ...■■ ■■■. transports for the Eussian service ; he may 

buy as many ships as he pleases, but those ships must be navigated 

I The Opposition evpccterl to defeat Go- nected with Eussian trade. Six of them 
vpniriii:if, upon the- Deelaraioiy Bill. There were assistants of the Eussian Company; 
was no foundalioii for the ruujour that the among them fiobert, afterwards M.P. for 
Eing wislied any change in the iriiiisfry. Colchester; Henry (Mr. Wilbciforcc’s !>n.ali 

- The Sp>aif,fih arnianient eiVeeted nothing triend), M.P. for Southwark, and Satmiol 
egM-n^t D|irhaiy. ’ M.P. for Hull, 

^ I’ht! 'I'iunntiin riiiiiiiy were closely con- 
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from the British ports by foreigners, and the Russians have already 
said that their fleet is not to pass through the Channel. If that 
fleet cannot get into the Mediterranean,* the plan against the 
Turks must fail, as the two Imperial armies cannot he supplied 
with provisions, and must of course fall back upon Poland ; if they 
are disappointed in then* schemes, Russia will probably resent the 
part which has been taken by this Court and is universally ap- 
proved of, as a good return for the Armed Neutrality.® The Em- 
l .'OTor’s snl'iiocts in the Low Countries are dissatisfied f you know 
iiicy iirv oli^iinaic, and Tis said they are ready for mischief and 
will give him trouble. The French are marching large bodies of 
troops to that frontier. Our treaty with Holland ^ was some time 
ago said to be finally concluded ; but it met with a hitch from the 
remains of the French j)arty, and has been delayed ; but that is a 
conjecture on my part, for it is stiU thought to be decided upon, 
though it has not taken place, and of course the peerage for Sir 
James Harris has been postponed till the Treaty is signed and 
sealed. * Eden goes to Spain p he has already left Paris ; he was 
offered the Red Riband, as I have been told, but he decluie(|, the 
lionoiu’, as he flatters himself with a peerage when Sir James 
Harris is made. And as Eden has no fortune, and has lived very 
expensively at Paris, he probably expects to support the dignity by 
following Lord Dorchester’s examfde in the pension way. At any 
rate he prefers any climate to the House of Commons. 

The Dukes of Dorset and Northumberland ® get the two vacant 


1 The Russian fleet did not enter the 
Mediterranean. Even then the command of 
the sea was evidently (tonsidered indispen- 
sable to the success of a campaign against 
'I’urkey. • 

^ One object of the A.-iiicd Xeiilrality in 
1780, was to enforce the doctriiius that 
free ships made free goods, and that vessels 
under convoy could not be searched. Not- 
withstanding the union of Russia, Sweden, 
and Denmark (joined afterwards by Prussia 
and Holland) to effect this object, it failed 


alter tue constitutions of tne several pro- 
vinces of •’ 

with whi ■ ^ ^ 

forced by the Governor, Count Trautsman- 


* This treaty was signed April 15, 1788. 
Sir James Harris was created a Baron Sept. 19 
following. 

® He had been appointed to that post 
Aug. 18, 1787. Though still M.P. for 
Heytesbury, he was averse to appearing in 
the House of Commons, where he knew he 
would he ill received by his former political 
associates, Fox and his friends. 

® The Duke of Northumberland had been 

' ■ ' • Mr. Pitt, but suddenly 

1 ause he was not made 

Master-General of the Ordnance. On a sub- 
sequent occasion he acted in a similar manner, 
and was therefore attacked in the ‘Anti- 
Jacobin.’ One stanza was — 

'■Fv-i - A:-:- ms Civuc: mi T.rw, 

’•:i ;.ii'v,'cr i"! ' '' 

He was not appointed Colonel of the Blues 
till Dec. 30, 1806, and resigned them Dec. 
1812, in consequence of a politicyil quarrel 
with T.oi-d Lh'c-rpoill. Tic was succeeded in 
lhal regiment liy the Duke of Wellington, 
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Blue Eibands, tlie Minister not being anxious to adorn liis own 
person ; lie probably tliints be may wait for another opportunity, 
though lately, when everything was perfectly quiet and a number 
of confidential members were in the country, there was a storm 
raised by the India Directors and Proprietors, and increased by a 
clamour from aU your East India officers and their relations, in- 
flamed underhand by tlie Marquis of Lansdowne, and brought for- 
ward in the House of Commons with great ability by Fox and 
Sheridan, in opposition to the Declaratory Bill framed by the 
Minister to explain the powers vested in the Board of Control by 
the Act of 1784, upon the Directors refusing to receive the new 
i-Eiised regiments on board their ships ; in course of the debates, which 
continued for several days, a number of members appeared to be 
wheeling, and I believe Opposition were sanguine in their expec- 
tations of oversetting the Ministry, when Mr. Pitt put everything 
to rights by recommitting' tlie Bill, and adding some very conci- 
liatory ch,.ir;'.ir; \vhi..h p!i;i(sc<l the House and the public, though 
the alarming powers remain the same. Our friend Dundas was 
violently attacked and rather overmatched for a day, but he re- 
turned to the charge and is ready to fight another day. Upon 
the whole, Mr. Pitt never has had such a push made against him ; 
it was Ihonght noci-.->!n‘y 1o call in the outposts, and the auxiliary 
troops I'ronghr IVoni . . . 

At the Irish Club we have been honoured with the presence of 
the Prince of Wales and Dulie of York, who are reciprocally 
obliged to one another ; the Prince has taught the Duke to drink 
in the most HI “-"'I r"! .'.-r-V"; \ . ..nd the Duke in return has 
been equally > :•> - = i . '■ r ' brother to lose liis money at 

all sorts of play — Quinze, Hazard, &c. — ^to the amount as we are 
told, of very large sums in favour of India General Smith® and 
Admiral Pigot,® who both wanted it very much. These play 
parties have chiofiy taken place at a new Club, formed this winter 
by the Prince of ^yales in opposition to Brookes’s, because Taxleton 


^ There were several i:'i; I!-. 
daring the progress of i,' ;- ii!:'. .-i;..::;! 

7, and 12. The nunihe "' v., r:-, - iis, 
182 to 125, 182 to 115, 210 to 122, and 
127 to 73. It is probaMe that the conces- 
sions made by Mr. Pitt, though practically 
of little value, saved him from defeat. In 
the Lords the majorities vailed from 45 to 

liOu Lu oune i/au; eieciea tor timdon in 
1774 and 1775; twice turned out for bribery, 
for which he was prosecuted and convicted. 


U:- wr.^ iornw. ' < ’"1 TU Vr . v.’- no 
f lippoo. 

n-.u = .'\dmiral of the White, 

" I ot ; b. May 

■■ ■ : ' . 1st, Eliza- 

• . . . 2nd, June 

zu, i/oi), trances, dau. ot the Eev. Sir 
Eichard Wrottesley. He superseded Lord 
P-'lr'yv; "78^. 
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and Jack Payne ^ proposed by His Eoyal Highness, were black- 
balled. The Club by way of distinction, as there are so many of them 
in St. James’s Street, passes under the name of the Dover House.® 
Goldsworthy,® who neither spends or loses his money, gets a step 
as Clerk Marshal and First n ^''^nse and three hundred 

a-year of additions, by the ■■■■= ■. i !■. Lord Howard® got 

the regiment, as his troop of Grenadier Guards is reduced. North- 
umberland declines both pension and regiment ; but he certainly 
wants something, and is not pleased though he gets the Duke of 
Eutlaud’s riband ; he wanted his father’s, but that being contrary 
to rule wus not agreed to, though in fact it was tantamount, as it 
was not given away till another fell. My reason for saying that 
he is not quite pleased, is because Eainsford,® who is brought in by 
Lord Lovaiiie,’ did not vote with the administration in the late 
India business ; he did not vote against, and he told me that he did 
not attend, because his friends did not lilce the Declaratory Bill ; 
that is not direct opposition, but it is not the language of .what Dick 
calls good politeness. 


^ John Willot Payne, always known as 
Jack Payne, afterwards a llear-Admii-al, 
brother of Ralph, only J^ord Lavingtoii; 
■'7'^“’. 'h T'o''. 17 . ISnS ; nnmniTied. He 
. • • . f 


® John, 7th Lord Howard de Walden, 
K.B., Field-Marshal and Colonel 4th Dra- 
goons; b. Feb. 20, 1719, d. May 25, 1797 ; 
m. 1st, y ' ’7“'. U—n 

Schutz, ■ , , . ■ . 1 . ' ■ ■ . 


I'l i' ■■■ i..' v,-.> inaj'.r Tr. ’.v't 

w I Ih I . ' .1’. 0- ;i;-: o< 

h ■ ^ 'T":. !•. -.T';-'. 

(who had been hoiise-bteward to the Prince 
of Wales), by whose name it was afterwards 
called. Jit was flievi! mat Lord lianyinore 
received two black halls more than there 
were members in the room; and Weltzie, 
111)011 being called upon to explain, said, “ I 
did put in two black balls myself, lest he 

1 '.* ! 

< ' I L .1*. , \ 


George HI., to whom he had been aide-de- 



a peer. 

® Lieut. - General, afterwards General 
Charles Rainsford, Colonel 44th Regiment; 
b. 1727, d. May 24, 1809; m. twice; 
2nd, Feb. 16, 1789, Anne Cornwallis, dau. 
of Sir More Molyneux, Bart. M.P. for 
Malden fi-om Nov. 1773 to June, 1774; 


Fontenov. 



1750, d. Oct. 21, 1830 ; m. June 8, 1775,' 
Isabella Susanna, sister of Peter, 1st Lord 
Gwydyr. M.P. for Northumberland from 
Nov. 1774 till he succeeded to his title, 
June 6, 1786. He inherited from liis father, 
besides Berealstor. 1.-; pi, 

Castle and the .-i' 

.and T.aTince.<ton, all which he sold to his 
brotiier. He was one of the detenus in 
France, and resided at Moulins from the 
rupture of the Peace of Amiens till 1814. 
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Hastings’s trial was at first well attended, all tlie members of 
tlie House of Commons in their places. The fine women could not 
exist out of Westminster Hall, and everybody who could procure a 
ticket ^ was there, and did not think it a hardship to go down at 
eight in the morning to get a good place, and to wait quietly being 
so seated for four or five hours before the trial came on ; it was the 
object of the day and the constant conversation in every company ; 
but dining the holidays and since the recess, you hear no more of 
Hastings than of an American battle. The trial is hard upon the 
poor man ; he sits at the bar to hear himself most illiberally abused, 
is and must have been put to great expense, and from what has ap- 
peared and been said, though he may not be to blame, yet a some- 
thing will stick in the minds of many people; and though he should 
neither be fined or confined, and should in a great measure be ac- 
quitted of every charge which is brought against him, as every part 
of his conduct for a series of years has been so minutely examined, 
and no allowance made by his prosecutors for the difference of 
government, laws, and customs in the Eastern and Western worlds, 
he never can be restored to the same situation he w£is in before 
the impeachment commenced ; and he certainly in a great measure 
owes his misfortunes to the mistalven zeal of his friend Major 
Scott,® who bullied Burke into the persecution. But the trial is to 
come on again on the 10th, the Peers must return to town, much 
contrary to the inchiiation of some of them, but particularly to the 
mortification of the Duke of Bridgwater,® who has been looking 
after his canal in Lancashire ; but both Houses are so tired of the 
trial, that I dare say Sh Elijah Impey is perfectly safe. Sir John 
]\Iacpherson ^ went through the ceremony of securing a passage, 
without an intention of going to Indiji., though ho is empowered by 


^ Twenty guineas were occasionally given 
for a ticket, and as much as fifty to hear 
Sheridan’s Begum speech. See Walpole to 


• n the East India 



ijiticiuuwi, uau. ot Alexander 
Blackrie, Esq„ of Bromley; and 3rd, Mrs. 
Esten, the actress, then a widow, but who 
had long been notorious for her gallantries : 

” Still she is young, and still she 's fair. 

Our cheers and plaudits sharing, 

And though well known for ages past. 

She’s not the worse for loearing” 

Major Scott had previously taken the name 
of Waruig for the estafe of Ince in Cheshire. 


M.P. for West Looe from May, 1784, to 
June, y 790, thm for Stockhridge, but was 

V. ate.', b. May Ul, iVdU, d, unmarried, 
March 8, 1803. 

It is quite clear Sir John never really 
intended to reluvn to India, hr.t threatened 


Between 50 and GO c. : .a-.- . . , i. ..: 

been convicted of that >■ ■ ■■ ' j 

had been brought ag , , 

.avoided by going abroad. The txtenMon of 
...c .rc-r..:?-- 1 :. r... IT,;!. ;; was carried in 
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tlie Directors to return if he pleases, as he made it appear to them 
that he left Bengal on account of his health. What his plan is, I 
know not; but I am pretty sure that nothing is fixed — ^it will 
probably end in a pension ; what tlie quantum will be I know not, 
but in the opinion of the Minister, if I am not misinformed, a 
locum tenens is not to be considered upon the same footing with a 
Governor-General. He has upon Petrie’s ^ prosecution been found 
guilty of bribery, and fined three thousand 230unds, which they say 
at the India House renders him incapable of being a justice of the 
peace, and of course should operate more forcibly against his 
being a member of the Su 2 )reme Council. I believe his fortune is 
very inconsiderable, and he is said to be an expensive man. The 
pension talked of is from a thousand to two thousand a-year.® . . . 
Poor Eigby, the best friend, and most cheerful iloiiSiint (■( irnpinii'^n, 
has been ill for several months, and is breathing Iii.- !i;>i nt Ihiih 
without the least hopes of recovery. Indeed I expect every morning 
when the post comes in, to hear of his death. . . . 

I said a great deal to you in my last letter about law 2 )romo- 
tions: ■; ■i"'’' :■ ■ • ••••'• ! v. • ••I' -.-'s in the same situations. 

Lord ’-i. v -2 I : ; he lives in hopes of 

quarter-day and receives his salary ; he is not likely to die, and is 
not inclined to let other jjeople live, for the two Crown lawyers 
seldom have a brief in their pockets. Buller has had two paralytic 
strokes, and had not been able for some time to attend the business 
of King’s Bench. The other judges do not choose to decide in great 
causes, and several of them have been jout off upon that account. 
People ii ij v,y hints are given in newspajjers 

for reth-, !;i', i-Ki i:>r 1, i keepshis ground. . . . 

Believe me, &c.. 

Jambs Grant. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Aug. 25, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Wimtledon, April 7, 1788. 

. . . On the ■ .-r '-s';'’' ■ ■ v. sailing, I can do no 

more than exjoress the I ' - I i* il- ■ good you are doing 

* Samuel Petrie had been Sir J, Mac- Ur:-? r.v. a;”, 'ii-. i'lV.VT.l 

’ ' N TOUS ' ■ 1 ^li- 

! out ' . 1 I J I 1 ' ' ') 

; ; . Pitt . II : - . - ’ 

was counsel. Mr. Petrie obtained verdicts .s mu- :;--.: ■'■I it.-:.- 

against Lord Porchester, Sir J, Macpherson, - ic - t "'I . ' ’ . 
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to your country and the credit you are gaming to yourself, hy your 
unremitting industry and attention to the welfare of the British 
empii’e in India. If it is any satisfaction to- yon to hear it, I can 
with perfect truth assure your Lordship, that full justice is done to 
you in all quarters. 

There are ir yr-ur rriyate letters, which I think 

it right not '= ■- ' answering. First, that 

part of yom letter where you say that the Company’s officers ought 
not to have King’s commissions. But your Lordship will observe 
that in the mode which has been adopted, your objection does not 
operate; for the brevet commissions which your Lordship is to 
grant under the Warrant given from the King to you, is only an 
accessory to the Company’s commission, and therefore, if in tlie 
usual mode of dismissmg these officers from the Company’s service, 
then Company’s commissions become vacated, the King’s brevet 
of course becomes of no effect, so that there is no danger either of 
disregarding the civil authority, or maldng appeals to the King 
agnirist the nets of authority exercised by you on the spot. I tmst, 
i.i'vM-i.'iei'e, ll'.'-. mode which has been adopted will meet with your 
entire approbation, and will enable you to cany your commands 
witli 4clat over a harmonious and united army. I am glad yom* 
idea of not giving King’s commissions to the Company’s officers 
was only mentioned in yom* private letter to me, and not in your 
public letter. In all respects yom- public letter was just what I 
would have wished. It comes too very oiDportunely, for if you 
had wrote it on purpose, it could not have been more entirely cal- 
culated to support all our reasonings, and refute all the reasonings 
of our opponents in the late discussions on the military establish- 
ments in India. The other point I wish to advert to is, the nn- 
easiness you seem to feel on account of the illiberality of the 
Directors udth regard to the appointments of their servants, and 
yonr apprehensions that they will undo some of the arrangements 
you have made. 1 beg you to set your mind at ease on that sub- 
ject. I do not recoUect, till I have time to look over the despatches 
to which you allude, what are the particulars you ffiid fault with, 
but I shall take care that they be reconsidered, and probably a 
discretion opened to you wdth respect to these salaries Avhich have 
been found fault with. . . . I do not mean to take any par- 
ticular credit to myself in that respect, for I would do injustice to 
the Court of Directors if I was not to assure you, that their respect 
for you is of a nature that does not require any spur from me. I 
wish I could say the same with regard to Sir Archibald Campbell, 
whose merit, great as it is, does not meet with justice in that 
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quarter. We all feel of him as your Lordship does, and will give 
Mm thorough support. . . . Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 25, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, Sackvllle street, Ajjril 10, 1788, 

I have just received the favour of your letter of the 6th of 
July, and rejoice most sincerely to hear that every tMng goes on 
so well in yom’ part of the world, and that you enjoy your health, 
though at the expense of a very troublesome complaint,^ which is 
however, the more supportable, as it is a certain mark of an excel- 
lent constitution and will most probably seciue you from more 
serious illnesses. I hope you will have received before this the 
letter which I wrote to you in January, wherein I gave you a short 
account of our proceedings since our return to tliis comitry. 1 
am sorry to say that we still go on at a most furious rate, and I 
cannot but lament most sincerely certain parts of our conduct, 
which I hope we shall correct defore it is too late. That very strong 
passion for gaming which I always foresaw would be the rock wMch 
we should most likely split upon, has broke out with aU the vio- 
lence T apprehended, and ihe too frequent opportunities which offer 
Ibi- indulging it, till inc vith the most serious apprehensions. What 
a pity it is, that with such excellent parts, and wit1i a di-|)()ri.(,ion 
calculated to make everybody about him happy ainl coni en led, 
he should be so led away by Ms passions, as to lose the finest game 
that ever presented itself to a person of his rank and situation. 
I do not however, by any means despair; many things may 
happen, which by taking Mm out of tMs state of dissipation (which 
we have all in some degree experienced), may give a new turn to 
Ms mind, and make Mm see things in their true light. 

I shall now, my dear Lord, attempt to give you some little 
sketch of what is going on in this part of the world, but as I am 
no great politician, and no ways let into the secret, I am afraid 
I shall do nothing more than repeat what you wili receive in 
many other letters, and much better than I am able to give it. 
Tlie priucipcl subject of conversation before Easter, rolled cMefly 
upo!! -Mr. Hastings's vrijil, and on Mr. Pitt’s Declaratory Act, con- 
cermng the power invested in the Board of Control to interfere in 
the direction of East India affairs ; the Minister however carried 

1 The gout, to which Lord Cornwallis was subject. 


368 


LOED COENWALLIS, 


Chap. X. 


his point, but agreed to insert some clauses which might serve to 
check any abuse of the power granted by the first Bill. How far 
this agreed with the opinions of some of liis colleagues I know not ; 
it is reported that there were some dissentients upon the occasion. 
In regard to Mr. Hastings’s trial, which re-commences on the 20th 
instant, the very violent (and, in my opinion, illiberal) manner in 
which the prosecution is carried on, has disgusted many people ; the 
very harsh expressions which Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Grey 
made use of in opening the different charges against him, shocked 
and ofu-i 'l' (1 itiacy people, even those who were prejudiced against 
Mr. .’Ilfi'iintis ; hon and when it will end the Lord knows. He 
must, however, be something more than man, if, in the course of 
such very weighty transactions, some faults, both of head and 
perhaps of heart, may not be sifted out, especially where so much 
pains and such extraordinary talents are employed to unravel and 
detect them. 

I wish I could send you any authentic intelligence of conti- 
nental politics, I flatter myself however, that His Boyal Highness 
wfll set aside a leisure hour to answer your last letter to him, which 
he had the goodness to show me, and as I believe he still keeps up 
a pretty close correspondence with my friend Ewfirt and some 
other foreign correspondents, he will be better able to send that 
kind of information to you than I am. The report at present is, 
that > to oppose the entrance of the Eussian fleet into 

the .'1 ■ • , hut I am apt to tliink, from what I can coUeet, 

that this rumour is by no means well substantiated ; at least we do 
not appear to be in the least alarmed here, or in a hurry to take 
any steps to be prepared on our part. We unit with great im- 
patience to hear from the two imperial armies. It is rather too 
early in the year for any very active operations in that part of tlie 
world, as the crops are not as yet advanced enough to feed such 
large bodies of cavahy, &c., and I believe they will find great 
difficulty in establishing magazines to enable them to push on with 
vigour through a country, which has not any very great resources 
within itseE I am rather inclined to wish, politically, for the Turk, 
as I do not relish much the idea of any material aggrandizement 
in favom- of Austria and Eussia. . . , 

I shall now, my dear Lord, take leave of you for the present 
without trespassing any longer upon your patience. It is a long 
time to look forward to the year 1791 ; I am however, too 
good a citizen to consult . my own feelings where they clash with 
tim pul'lu’ good. I am thoroughly convinced that you have the 
>inc- v..; wi-!i.. > of all honest people on yom side of the water, and I 
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can venture to assure you, that I do not believe there is a single 
dissentient voice here, in doing every justice to your conduct and 
endeavours to effect the great object you have in view. May I 
beg leave to trouble you with my best respects to Colonel Eoss. 

Believe me, &g., 

E. GeenvilI;E. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel Macleod. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Aug. 31, 1788. 

I shall not begin with the common cant of desiring you not 
to be vexed at the late orders from England — every man of feeling 
must be sensibly affected by them ; but still, when you consider 
that the abolition of the local rank was a matter of compulsion and 
not of choice, although the injiny exists, it wiE he some satisfaction 
to yon to reflect that it w'^as occasioned by untoward circumstances 
only, and that H. M. had no intention. to do injustice to officers who 
had a claim to so much favoiu at liis hands. 

The ■: / ;he sending out the four King’s regiments, 

and to \ Bill, was unexpected by Government and 

rapid in its progresss ; it not only threatened .to overset that 
necessary measm-e, but once more to storm the closet. Your own 
observation oniic Piirii.-uia-iii.-irv ]••l•o^•cedmgs in England, must con- 
vince you thill ill .'iirti l•(•• isliule^' is vain, and that the greatest 
kings must temporise or submit. 

It was imjios.siblo to make an exception in favour of the field- 
officers holding local rank now in India, as the arrival of others 
senior to them in their respective ranks, must have occasioned daily 
embaiTassinents. 

To quote precedents of similar hnrdshi[)S gives but cold comfort ; 
but in America in the year ITsO, all the iient.-colonels were super- 
seded by the Provincial colonels, whom they had commanded four 
years in the same ranlvs; and Lient-Colonel Webster, who was 
second in command under me with the corps serving in South 
Carolina, was at orioe su|>! i-.'';d» il and actnaUy commanded by Lord 
Eawdon, who A'ii> ai )'!■•.: a much younger lieut.-colonel in the 

King’s service than liimself ; and this happened in the face of the 
enemy. 

It gives me pleasure, at aU events, that yon will retain your 
present command for another year ; it wiE then be prudent for you 
to take yom’ family home, and you are so near the head of the lisf 
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of lieut.-colonels, tliat I hope it will not be long before yon will 
receire some substantial reparation. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cormwallis to H. S. H. thk Duke op Brunswick. 

Calcutto, Sept. 1788. 

The extraordinary Idnciness and confidence with which your 
Highness honoured me when I had the pleasure of paying my 
respects to you in the year 1785, were so very gratifying to me, 
and made so strong an impression on my mind, that I looked 
forward with the most earnest hopes — y -"r-fing 

with a body of English troops in an ■ y . ■ ■■ . 

Amongst the many objections which occurred to me against 
undertaking the arduous task which my King and country imposed 
upon me, the consid • ' T • • 1' . - l-.l flattering 

prospect was one of 1 • ; , ' ■ ! ■ that your 

Highness was marching into Holland, I would most gladly have 
sacrificed all the dazzhng situations that Asia could hold forth, for 
the honour of attending you. 

The wisdom and vigour of your measures, and your rapid and 
brilhant success, have, for a time at least, given peace to the 
western part of Emrope, and have again called forth that universal 
applause and admiration, which your Highness has so often received 
and so justly merited. 

May I beg that yon will beheve that no person can take a more 
earnest part than myself in everything that concerns yom glory 
and happiness, and that I am, with the most sincere attachment 
and respect, &c., Cornwallis. 

Earl Gorxwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

Hear Sir, . Calcutta, Not. 1, 1788. 

Before I state the com])lamts which I have to make on my 
part and on the part of thi.- Ooi'ej-jimoiit, I think it is right to 
premise, that I am convinced you never intended to give grounds 
for them, and that I attribute the share you had in some measures 
wliich are, and others which were Kkely to have been, distressing and 
degrading to me, to the hnrry of the business in which you were 
engaged, and to your not being sufficiently on yom* guard against 
the workings of subtle and persevering intrigue ; perhaps by these 
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last expressions yon will already guess that my grievances are Sir 
J. Macpherson and Colonel J. Murray.^ That the former does not 
return to India, is indeed a fortunate event ; but his being officially 
permitted to return, and his having been witliin a few days of 
embarking, has had an effect not easily to be removed. What 
must the people in this country, either Euro23eans or natives, 
imagine ? They have seen that our measures have been as widely 
different, as I trust they believe om- dispositions and characters to 
be. Will they not be astonished that the same ruling j)Ower should 
approve of both ? I need not pursue this subject any further, and 
state how probable it must appear to every one that he was to 
succeed to my situation, and how much that prospect would weaken 
Government in supporting all our internal arrangements, as well as 
shake- the confidence of the native powers. The next question was, 
Why does Mr. Dundas let him return ? AVhy does he not tell him, 
when he talks of grievances and pensions, that he may thinlv him- 
self well off that he is not impeached ? That he was guilty of a 
breach of an Act of Parliament in the offer which he made of aid 
to the Poonah Government ; and that he was gnilty of basely de- 
grading the national cliaracter, by the quibbles and lies which he 
made use of to evade the performance of it. That liis Government 
was a system of the dirtiest jobl<ing ; thnt besides a number of 
other stipulations, he bought (i.Murr.-ii .'^lipn-'s vote by making Mr. 

give a quarter of the plunder of to Mr. ; and that 

his conduct in Oude was as impeachable, and more disgusting to 
the Vizier, than Mr. Hastings’s. 

Whatever difficulties I may have had liitherto in giving an 
answer to this question, I will endeavour to do it in this letter. 

Mr. Dundas chose to believe a report which, if he had been at 
the trouble of inquiring, he must have been soon convinced could 
liave no sort of foundation, that Lord CornwaUis, at the age of 
forty-nine, forgetting the serious task winch he had undertaken, 
nud ffirgotting likewise his grey hairs 'and rheumatism, had married 
n gii-1 I if slxif-i' ii. If this had been true, no very flattering hopes 
could have been indulged respecting the future conduct of the 
Governor-General, and it is not th-t J. Macpherson’s 

coming out could have done .'=-\ . as Lord Corn- 

wallis’s Government would have been in no great danger of being 
either weakened or degraded. But as Mr. Dundas was pretty 


1 Colonel, afterwards Sir John M'Gregor T>iivinrc the wPir with Tippoo, Colonel IMi-irray 
Murray, Bart., so created June 23, 1795; oxcrlc-d himself .so rmch as to ohrairi the 

b. 1745, d. June 29, 1822 ; m. April 10, marked aiiprobation of J.oid Cornwallis. 

1775, Anne, dau. of Roderick M‘Leod, Esq. 


2 B 2 
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deeply interested in the ultimate success of our affairs in India, I 
cannot help thinking that it would have been prudent in liim to 
have taken pains to trace the rise and progress of this report. If 
he had done so, he would soon have discovered that it originated 
solely with Sir J. Macpherson, who told more than one person that 
I could name, that, although he did not himself helieve it, he had seen 
a letter that came through France which mentioned it as a fact ; 
and who said in the hearing of Colonel Musgrave, that he thought 
it very likely to be true, from the attention wliich Lord C. had 
shown to the lady before he. left Bengal* 

So much for Sir I. IIi!ephr:r=nu and the marriage; let us now 
proceed to our great ivronia r ("hmel John Murray. 

That gentleman and his brothers® have been long famous in 
this settlement for their spirit of intrigue, and their able and suc- 
cessful perseverance in all jobs where their interest was concerned. 
These talents being more useful than either amiable or engaging, 
111.* cPi-.-'.-nv-Ticr; of them has been, that the Murray family is pretty 
giM'.i inlly (i' U;-n..! in this country. .Xhlp-ugh very few of Colonel 
Murray’s retrenchments could ever ividi-.-I, niid that betook 
much more credit for them than he deserved, yet he is certainly a 
man of sense and of business, and by no means a bad military 
Auditor-G-eneral, and if I had not thought that my friend Eobinson 
exceeded him in ability, industry, and im]-)artiality, I should not 
have been sorry to have seen him appointed to that office. But 
his resuming the employment, and pretending by a juggle between 
him and Macpherson in wording the resolution, that he had not 
resigned it when he went home, which is contrary to all the rules 
of the service and highly prejudicial to it, and above all, his rank 
of Colonel and liis deliberative seat at the Supreme Council, are to 
tru"' ui;,ili<?is or vf 'Ty serious concern and mortification. 

I'iii., rc iii i-iiiilv of Colonel by the Act of 1784, he cannot legally 
have ; but it. has hurt me very much when I am ordered to take 
away that rank from such men as Colonels Macleod, Floyd, Stuart,'^ 
and Elphinstone,^ to notify a young captain, even as a nominal 
Colonel, who never did a day’s military duty in his life that I ever 
heard of. 

Crrace, dau. of Rajs Esq., and widow 

of Colonel Macpherson. He was Colonel of 
the Royal Edinburgh Volunteers. 

® Lieut.-Colonel James Stuart, of Blair- 
hall, 72nd •■/'I-' v;vrds a General, 

and Colonei 7-':..': ib-,;: - - ; ; ; b, 1739 d. 
April, 1815. 

^ Lieut.-Colonel John Elphinstone, 71st 
Regiment, d. July 26, 1791. 


^ The lady was a Miss Philpot, who was 
residing with her brother, an ofScer of ai-- 
tillery. 

2 I..-.., IP-G-M... ■ ‘ . 

1803 .r. .'.i C; 
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His deliberative seat witii the power of recording his opinions, 
as it for the time undoubtedly makes him a member of the 
Supreme Board, is I conceive, absolutely illegal, for he is not 
duly ..■;■■■ ■' .! ■■I ■ ;■ mber of Council, and cannot by law; as he is 

not i. and the Council is by Act of Parliament 

restricted to a Governor-General and three Counsellors. It makes 
besides, a total want of confidence in the members of Government, 
and after the unwearied, and I trust, the successful pains that I 
have taken to regulate and check the military expenditure, is -in 
the greatest degree insulting and degrading to them. The pre- 
cedent is taken from a most infamous job that was done before the 
supreme Government was established by law, for a very great 
rascal, and in tlie most rascally times. . . . 

I must earnestly request for your own sake, as well as the 
satisfaction of the army, and the credit of this Government, that 
his rank of colonel and his deliberative seat may, if possible, be 
recalled. I shall state my objections to both, but with great 
caution and without toucliing upon then illegality, to the Court of 
Directors. 

Considering my private letters to be addressed to you and 
Mr. Pitt only, I beg you will both be assm’ed that I firmly believe 
nothing was further from your wishes than to occasion any embar- 
rassment to me, and that you are sorry that in four or five months, 
you did not emifioy -lurn- ]-'i vsuv:s Id Hi.d out v.hether any vessel 
(II- ovitIjiik! |iiic!{i;i Ji.mI bnuiirlii i,o a uy of Europe, 

! r my luivihg comrniiicd •'iicii an aci ('I’ b-viyv as marrying Miss 

lA&c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Hi.'nry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov, 4, 1788. 

By the letters which came in the Airly Castle, it has given 
me pleasure to see that the despatches of the Ravensworth have 
not only been agreeable to the Court of Directors, but convenient 
to Administration. 

Wishing, as I most cordially do, i -vo-] .! rity to my country and 
credit to its present rulers, I shall feel sincerely happy if any 
efforts of mine can materially contribute to the accomplishment 
of both those objects ; and I have I"™ ynHindcrly ’> my 
letters to the Court of Directors, i ■ : ■■.■■'■I a-.;* ■ v; > i' . i in 

their present humour with the Board of Liontroi, miglit occasion 
embarrassment. 
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You will observe that we did not lose time in availing ourselves 
of the advantages wbicb yom’ success in Europe bad given us ; 
for we received tbe account of it on tbe 1st of April, and Captain 
Kennaway began liis journey to Hydrabad in tbe beginning of 
May. My friend Sir Archibald saw more difficulties and dangers 
than I did on tliis occasion, but I was too strongly convinced of 
my being in tbe right, to give up my opinion to any man. It will 
be a gi-eat relief to me to have got over tins unpleasant business of 
tbe Guntoor, which has been a weight upon my mind ever since I 
have been in India. 

By fahness of dealing and a proper attention to our dignity, we 
have brought the Marattas to propose to us the very thing that I 
was last year so strongly urged from Madras, to ask of them. 
Although it is rather voluminous, I must hope you will read 
over the correspondence between Mr. Malet and myself. You 
will, I am sure, agree with me in thinking that his able conduct 
and unremitted attention deserve particular notice. 

My inclination not to thwart the Marattas in their views upon 
Gingera^ will not, perhaj)s, be popular at Bombay, where old 
prejudices remain, long after the causes of them have ceased*; but 
in the present circumstances of the Siddee family I do not see that 
we have any right to interfere, and I think w^e go full as far as we 
ought, in requiring a provision for Balia Meah and his brother, 
after they have voluntarily put themselves under the protection of 
the Marattas. 

You may be assured that I shall act with caution about 
Salsette, and make no final agreement without a reference to the 
Comd of Directors. From the proposal which Nana has made for 
the exchange of it, I cannot beheve that he is in earnest about it. 

The indignity to which Macpherson patiently submitted in 
March, 1786, fr*om the Eajah of Cherika, encouraged him, or 
rather Tippoo through his means, to take from the settlement of 


1 Gingera, or Jingeera, a small island 
strongly fortified, in the harbour of Dhuiida 
T, 1 . , 1 , sometimes 

■■■ ■ ^ ons on the main 

land, by a family of African descent, called 
Seedee, who had maintained themselves prin- 
cipally by piracy, and though often attacked 
by the Marathas, had never been subdued. 



he took refuge. A compromise between the 
rival chiefs was made by themselves as to the 
future possession of the state, but it was not 


' I out, as Abdeol Rahim at 

.7- bequeathed, in contra- 
voniinn of the arrangeiU'.'i'.is, ibe pi-i'icipalily 
to liis cMcst sou, Ahiioi'i Kurccin Kiiaii, 
commonly called Balloo Meah, the person 
mentioned in the text. After much negotia- 
tion, and some ; -I’ ; ' ■ ; 

Marathas, the .Mr i ; 

.rune 6, 1791, ;■ .. 

the CiJinpauy, i';...!-- 

a tract of land near Surat, for which they 
surrendered all claim on their patrimonial 
estates. The Peshwa obtained possession of 
all on the main laud, but the independence of 
the little island of Gingera survived the 
empire of the Peshwas. 
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Telliclierry by force the island of Darmapatam in June last. That 
affair is now I hope, in a way of being amicably and honourably 
settled, and then I should be very glad to get rid of Tellicherry 
itself. That place is not noAv of the smallest use to our commerce ; 
it is impossible, as I understand, to penetrate into Tippoo’s country 
directly from thence ; and although it made a long defence last 
war from being very ill attacked, yet it is so weak a post, 
as to be for ever liable to be carried by a coup-de-main, and 
the ground lies so inconvoniontly, thnt even if it was worth the 
exjDense it would be iiiipossiliio t.o m.-ilo- it a place of strength. 

There have been frequent alarms about Tippoo’s designs on 
Travancore, and the Eajah has been very much frightened. He 
applied to Sir Archibald for some of our officers to discipline his 
troops, but to that proposal I gave the most determined negative, 
as that measure has everywhere in this country been the som’ce of 
the grossest iniquity. Sir Archibald is however of opinion, that if 
we could get rid of Tellicherry, it would be advisable to fix a 
station for three or foiu native battalions on the sea line, near and 
just within the frontiers of the Travancore country, where, he says, 
the position would be so strong, that it would be difficult for Tippoo’s 
whole force to molest them, and of course that it would effectually 
secure the Eajah’s territories. . . . 

We go on very well with the French, and I have had a friendly 
correspondence "with General Conway : he professes not to intrigue 
with the native powers. Although I may not give implicit faith 
to that assertion, I have no reason to beheve that he has any desire 
at present, to begin any mischief hi tins country. I have l&ewise 
just received a very civil letter from the Governor of Batavia, 
who declares himself a friend to the present Government in Hol- 
land, and very desirous of cultivating an amicable intercourse with 
the English. You may depend on my doing my part, and pre- 
venting as much as I can our eastern traders from getting into any 
disputes with the Dutch. . . . 

The loss of poor Cathcart is a very serious misfortune. I wish, 
as the object of his embassy was quite public in India, that it could, 
in the event of his death, have been entrusted to some other per- 
son ; but I take it for granted that you had reasons for determining 
otherwise. . . . 

I hope your treaty with Spain is in a good way. Two mer- 
chants came this year from Ihinilln, and brought dollars ; I paid 
them all possible attention, nnd i<hl lliem if (liey.did not hke to 
borrow colours another in ririic oi'an o/.'.-olete treaty, 

show respect to those of Hpain, X wish you would look into that 
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old treaty proliifaiting their coming into onr Indian ports, and see 
if it cannot be altered. . . . 

I never had any conversation or private correspondence with 
yon on the subject of the Nabob of Arcot’s creditors, yet I can 
have no doubt that we must think alike about them, and that you 
only consented that their fi-audulent and infamous claims should 
be put into any course of payment, because you could not help 
it. I have thoroughly supported Sir Arcliibald, and I tliinlr the 
arguments in my minute are incontrovertible. We have sent 
home Paul Benfield,^ but whilst the senior counsellor is a prin- 
cipal creditor, the cause ■will not want support. You may make 
the wisest laws, and send out the ablest instructions for the 
government of India, but they will be of little service unless you 
can get good governors, and a proportion, at least, of good coun- 
sellors. Tliis you will ever find to be the most difficult part of 
yonr business. I am frightened about Medows ; he has begun by 
a most precipitate act,® which -will prejudice every man in the 
Company’s service against liim, and wliich shows that he has not 
been at the trouble to inform himself of the most common rules 
of the service. I enclose a copy of the letter wliich I have 
written to him on the subject; and if I find when lie gets to 
Madras, that he is not inclined to aji^fiy himself to business, I 'will 
advise him to ask leave to return. 

I doubt yom* being able to persevere in the military line in 
your choice of governors. I love Abercomby,® and know Mm to 
he a man of the strictest honour and integrity, but unless I should 
he encouraged by very good accounts from Bombay, I should have 
great doubts of his succeeding in the ticklish and complicated 
government of Madm®. The p?'nppre«t man by far amongst my 
military friends for an Biisi I niii:! gi.-vt-nior is Colonel Fox, and if 
he was to come to Bengal in the months of August or Sep- 
tember, ’90, 1 would make Mm pretty much master of the business 
of this country, by the 1st of January, 1791. There would 

. ■ ' . ■ ' rs 

. ■ e- 

is|)ouut*uce wiui juuru uornwaiiis is missing, 
that with Colonel Ross o.\isls. 

3 Colonel, iiilevwiivds (uiieral Sir Robert 
Abercromby, G.G.B., Colonel 75th Regi- 
ment; b. Oct. 1740, d. unmarried, Nov. 3, 
I’ !;• - ■' ‘n the 

f ■ ■ . with 

Lord Cornwallis. M.P. for the county of 
Clackmannan from Feb. 1798 to June, 1802. 


1 Paul U b. IT’C, ]. \ r:\ 


■ • \ ovviiibiirne, lisq., of 

■I ; His connexion with 



then for Sliattediury to June, 1802. He was 
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lioiYever, be a difficulty about bis being Commander-in-Cliief, 
if any of tbe other governors were seniors to bim in the army, 
and it could only be remedied by tbeir submitting to let bim 
have superior local ranlr. I have before mentioned tbe names 
of some other', and paUicrdavly Colonel Thomas Dundas, and I 
really do not imo'.v whuin iii is-dd to my bst. 

I am not without my cares about our council here. I fear 
Mr. Shore’s bad health will drive' liim home this year ; he is so 
reduced that I hardly dare press him to stay. In that event, I 
must recommend in the strongest manner that Mr. J. Duncan may 
succeed him; and I shall certainly call him into council after 
Shore’s departm’e, if Macpherson’s vacancy should be notified to 
us without any successor b '■ .r .-.’-t'. I. rlthough it would 

grieve me to take him this y . '■ !’• Next to Shore, 

he is by far the ablest man in the revenue line, and, indeed the 
fittest in every respect. The only person senior to him in that 
line who could have been thought of has almost entirely lost his 
eyesight, and has not been able to attend the Board of Eevenue 
for the last twelvemonth. . . . 

My most worthy and valuable friend Mr. Charles G-rant can, 
I fear, on no account be j^revailed on to stay longer than next 
year; indeed, I believe it is only in ■ of my earnest 

entreaties that he remains so long, if iie couid be* tempted by 
being a Supreme Counsellor, to supr-rintond the Company’s com- 
mercial concerns for a year or two In.-yond i,!ie period which he has 
fixed for retiring, my duty would oblige me to name him before 
Larkins, and the latter would be reasonable enough to see the 
necessity. . . . 

Poor is, I think, the weakest man I ever met with in 

any pubHc station; he sits like an automaton when aU public 
business is transacted, and would do more harm in the Government 
in six months, than I have been able to do good in two years. He 
has no will of his own, and his friends are unluckily the worst 
men in the settlement ; but, although we are on very good terms, 
he is too much afraid of me to venture now to take any part in 
their favoiu’. 

Ykii 'A ill by j];..- iv-iuriis. jh;’-!- T gii(-''ed pretty right about the 
( i iiiiitii.iiy’.s oi!i(‘i.;rs going imo il;.- iv iiig% -(.rvlcc. I am sorry likewise 
to observe that 1 was more in the right than you, about the remit- 
tances that were to be made from Bengal to tlie other presidencies. 
This produces nn important question which I wish to submit to 
the serious v.Tr,>:i!er:i! ii,)!i of yourself and Mr. Pitt. Of what use 
is the civil establishment at Bombay ? I should conceive that a 
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small factory tliere, and anotlier at Surat from the Bengal or 
Madias establisliments, would answer every purpose. Although 
we have appropriated the wMole surplus revenue of Benares and 
Bahar to the support of Bombay, we are obliged to send many lacs 
tliither from Calcutta. . . . 

TOy we should have a council, and senior and junior mer- 
chants, factors, and Avriters, to load one ship in the year and to 
collect a very small revenue, appears to me perfectly incompre- 
hensible. It is nearly an equal absurdity, though upon a smaller 
scale, to have an establishment that costs near 40,0007 a-year 
at Bencoolen, to facilitate the pm'chase of one cargo of pepper. 
It is hoAA^ever asserted, that Bencoolen pays its own exjjenses, 
and, - 4 ; , y doubt the fact, I am not prepared absolutely 
to deny ic. JNo material reduction of expense or increase of 
revenue can take place in Bengal, nor I believe at Madras ; 
perhaps the hTorthem Circars might be better managed, but I 
fear the failure of the payments fi-om the Nabob of Arcot and 
Eajah of Tanjore is much more certain. Unless therefore ^ye 
can make some considerable reductions at the other settlements, 
how are we to grow richer ? j 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

DeAE SiE, Calcutta, Nov. 6, 1788. 

The accounts which you will receive by this conveyance, 
of our affahs in India, will I trust, on the whole, prove satisfactory 
to you. 

The state of our finances, and the great remittances from 
Bengal to the other settlements, form the most disagi-eeable part 
of our despatches. I have mentioned to Mr. Dunclas what appears 
to me the only resource.^ The prospect of so great a change may 
fit fiv.'i ^igl'.i: rather too bold; but some measure must be 

■;id'p!-;'i rhr- - .1" ■ -ir' ■ ’’y. No reduction can be made 

ill the civil ■ ■■■ ■■ ' i* .j..! that would in reality promote 

economy, — those persons who hold offices of great labour and great 
responsibility must be weU paid, or they ivill for the most part 
betray their trust ; and I do not thuik Sh J. Macplicrsou’s plan 
of strildng off 1000 rupees from a man’s salary and adding 1200 
to his establishment, will enrich the state ; although by summing- 
up all that is taken away, without mentioning the additions, it 


* See despatch, Nov. 4. 
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miglit send tlie Directors in great good Iramoiir from Leadenliall 
Street to tlie London Tavern. 

I have reflected most serionsly, and have conversed with the 
most sensible men in this country, on the utility of the civil 
establishment at Bombay, and I am perfectly convinced that the 
Company derive no benefit from it. I see two material obstacles 
to the abolition of it ; the unwillingness of the Oom*t of Directors 
to lose the appointment of so many writers, and the difficulty of 
overcomi'-.: and ancient habits. I am however well 

assured, i'-..! i '■!.! receive from you and Mr. Dundas the most 
candid and attentive consideration. 

You will be concerned to see what I have been obliged to say 
to Mr. Dundas about my friend Medows : I have indeed been most 
severely mortified. It may have the apjDearance of presumption 
in me to say it, but I really do not know where you will find 
governors ; and unless those at least of Bengal and Madras will 
apply in earnest to the business of the country, our Asiatic pos- 
sessions cannot prosper. Mr. Dundas’s idea of inniinry irii -n, and 
uniting the command, is a good one so long as iciliiiiry uk.'Ii can 
be found who are fit for it ; but from my knowledge of the army, 
I cannot encourage you to suppose that it will furnish you with 
extensive choice. 

I have had great advantages, and, besides the able and tho- 
roughly upright assistance of Mr. Shore, I have given up my 
whole time and attention to business, and yet I have much to 
learn. 

My wish that you should be perfectly prepared with a proper 
successor, has induced me to enter so fully on this subject. I 
w'ould not condemn Medows entirely for one inadvertent act ; he 
may do well, and prove himself fit for the office of Governor- 
General, but it is certainly very doubtful. If he should not 
succeed, I know no military man who is so likely to make a good 
Governor-General as Colonel Box. You will see by my letter to 
Mr. Dundas that some military difficulties W'ould attend his ap- 
pointment, and perhaps there may be other circumstances that 
would render it improper.^ 

It might therefore be advisable, that you should look about 
for a Governor-General among your friends in the civil line. 
Any person with a good constitution, not much above 35, might 
reasonably expect to be able to hold the office long enough to 


* Colonel Fox was younger brother to Indirm inuUcrs. throw (limonlLics in ilio 
Charles Fox, and though they difiered in of the noininiilion of Uju Ibrrncr to hO high a 

politics, the part taken by the latter on post. 
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save from liis salary a very ample fortune. This he may accom- 
plish in a few years in the most honourable manner. But to do 
justice to you and to his country, he must divest himself of every 
idea of patronage. 

The climate here has had so little effect upon me, that I have 
great reason to hope that I shall be able to stay here till the 
beginning of January, 1791, the period for which I engaged. My 
time of life, and many other weighty considerations, render my 
longer continuance in India impossible. 

As I am sui'e you feel as much interested as I do for the future 
success of the affairs of this country, I beg leave to suggest, that 
if you could send me a successor of abilities and character tlnee 
or four months before my departiue, I think I could give him such 
information both as to men and measm-es, as would prove most 
materially useful to him. I &c,, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 17, 1788. 

. . . The success of th ■ h.-.* ''v - 7 -vy r 

been equal to my most sanguine • 'v • •' 1 ■■ ' ^ ■ - i 

have wished for a speedier or a hapjiier issue of the most im- 
port iiut object of your mission, the surrender of the Chcar. And 
altliougli i!; Avould have been more pleasant to have concluded the 
whole business at once, according to your liberal proposal, yet it 
will be so easy for us to state the unreasonableness of His High- 
ness’s claims, that I have no doubt, after we receive an account of 
the collections usually realised, we shall be able to prove in the 
clearest manner, that by offering 8,30,000 rupees, we go beyond 
the strict letter of any Ir.-'niy or obligation whatever. . . . 

I shall receivi-. rhc Xi'/iun’s vakeel with civihty; the circum- 
stance of his sending one for the first tii .■ I ■ • C'- d ■ hi : v ■ 
after Ms surrender of the Circar, will •■■■’ i- d lb ■■ ■ 

Hindostan ; and it may perhaps be convenient to both powers, to 
appear to be more connected than we realty are ; to Ms Highness 
it will ]’.r''-l:>ribly be of substantial service, and tliis I think you may 
Ciiiiii.iiidy li!” I, when an opportunity offers, in your conversations 
with Mm or Ms minister. 

The Poonah Government, Scindia, and the Eajah ofBerar, 
have all expressed their sense of the justice of our demand, and 
tboir satisfaction at the Nizam’s ready compliance. 
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I wisli you to use every prudent means to establish a corre- 
spondence in Tippoo’s country ; I know it to be very difficult, but 
a favourable opportunity may offer, and in that event I would not 
be sparing of expense. . . . 

I have received a letter for the Nizam, from Mr. Hastings, 
excusing himself from any neglect in endeavouring to procure an 
answer to his Highness’s letter, which was transmitted to His 
Majesty. 

Mr. Hastings has submitted to me the i)ropriety of delivering 
■ his letter, to which I see no objection. You will therefore present 
it to his Highness, if you are of the same opinion ; but you may 
defer doing it, if you think it can possibly be attended with any 
inconvenience. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Samuel Hannay,^ Bart. 

Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 12, 1788. 

. . . I have been favoured with your letter dated the 

27th of March, 1788. 

You say in that letter, that it is perfectly understood in Eng- 
land, tliat tlie Company will not permit the Nabob Vizier to pay 
his just debts, and that the resolution of the Snr-roinr: Hoard at 
Fort William, not to interfere in the Nabob’s priv;iu> dr.-liis, was 
something more than a hint, and almost equal to a command to 
liis Excellency not to pay them. 

It is matter of great surprise to me, that so very extraordinary 
and imwarranted a construction should be put upon our resolution, 
■which undoubtedly conveys neither hint nor^ command to the 
Nabob. 

I do not know that this Government possesses any right to 
order the Vizier to pay or not to j)ay his private debts, nor do I 
believe the British Legislature would approve of any such inter- 
ference. But even admitting that an undue influence could be 
exerted, still as those debts, whether just or otherwise, were cer- 
tamly not contracted either by the order, or in any degree for the 
advantage of the Company, I do not tliink it can reasonably be 
expected that this Govermnent should take any concern in the col- 
lection of them, I 

Cornwallis. 


1 Sir Samuel Hannay, Bart., of Mochrum, d, Dec., 1790. M.P. for Camelford from 
July, 1784, till his death. 
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Eael Coenwallis to Sir Archibald Campbell. 

Dear SiE, WUlkm, Dee, 18, 1788. 

I was favoured yesterday with, your letter dated the 20tli 
ultimo, and I am exceedingly sorry to be obliged to own, that the 
part of it in which you mention yom- having given a sanction to 
the claim of the 71st Eegiment for Madras batta, duiing their 
absence at Bombay, has given me the most sincere concern. 

The inconveniences which the public service suffered during 
the late war, by the discontents which arose from the troops of the 
different Presidencies drawing different allowances, wliilst they 
were employed in the same armies and upon the same services, are 
still fresh in the recollection of the miKtary men of this country ; 
and the Madras officers in particular, will easily remember how 
galhng they felt their situation, by being exposed to the same 
dangers and fatigues as those belonging to the Bengal establish- 
ment serving in the Carnatic, at the time that their allowances 
were very inferior. 

Long established usage, the total separation of promotion 
between the different establishments, and the local pm’suits and 
advantages which the officers look to and sometimes obtain at 
their respective Presidencies, give some kind of plausible pretext 
for continuing this exceptionable practice iu the Company’s service. 
But the King’s troops have no kind of ground for sujiporting similar 

claims; they rr-r fr-’". K for the general service of 

India, and there •••• \ ■ considered as belonging to 

r.v" D. b- .-I • di they may be for some 

■■ ■ - ■ ■ ' ' : ' .or accidentally employed. They are subject to 

the same mditary regulations, and they have the same ultimate 
objects in the service as they have a right to, and expect promo- 
tion in the general list of the army. 

The consequence of putting troops of this description upon 
different allowances at the same station, and the clamour and 
discontent which must ensue, are so obvious, that it is scarcely 
necessary for me to desire you to consider what your situation 
would be with the King’s troops now in the Carnatic, if the 
73rd Eegiment was ordered from hence to that Presidency, and 
if upon the ground of their belonging to this estabhshment, the 
same allowances were continued to them which they at present 
enjoy in Bengal. 

Upon the principle of the 71st Eegiment belonging to the 
Madras establishment, their right to demand the batta would have 
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been tlie same if they had remained at Bombay, as it is now upon 
their retmm to Madras; and if they had received that batta at 
Bombay, I need not point out to your candour and good sense, the 
eifects which such a distinction (putting the Company’s troops out 
of the question) must have produced uj)on the 75th and 77th 
Eegiments, and the hardship and embarrassment which they must 
imdoubtedly have occasioned to the Governor or Commander-in- 
Chief of that Presidency. 

The objections that I have hitherto stated, are chiefly upon the 
general principle of its being highly inexpedient to grant any 
partial favo «■ •'-'lich maybe productive of a general 

mischief to ■!■■■■. i‘» e must also recollect, that the agree- 

ment between His Majesty’s ministers and the Company, that the 
King’s troops shall only receive equal allowances to those which 
are paid to the Company’s Europeans at the Presidency where 
they may happen to be employed, is clear and explicit. And if 
you and I, with both our Councils, were unanimous in passing a 
resolution or in granting any allowances, which militated against 
tbc ]irincip1e of this agreement, I am perfectly convinced that we 
.'lion Id ni.'i: !)■: able to offer any arguments in support of such a 
measure, that would not be equally reprobated by the King’s 
ministers and by the Court of Directors. 

If an exception could be admitted to a general as well as so 
necessary a rule, it could nowhere have been made more to my 
private satisfaction than in the case of the 71st Eegiment, for I 
have a personal regard and the most of the 

characters of several of ( \!|..w that 

they are entitled to the for the present good con- 

dition of the discipline of that corps. 

I should gladly attend to your wishes in filling up the vacant 
lieutenancy in your regiment, but I have not quite made up my 
mind upon the propriety of setting aside the two eldest ensigns, 
to whom no blame can possibly be imputed for their having been 
detained in Europe till next season ; and I feel very averse to 
bringing back to the King’s service, those volunteers who are 
appointed acting ens'-.r" ' and whose situations 

as volunteers are so -i 'v regiments which they 

have left. j greatest esteem, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 
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Earl Corjtwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 21, 1788. 

The only material event that has happened since my letter 
dated November 10th, is the death of the Ameer, the Nabob of 
Arcot’s second son. I thought it my duty to take so favourable an 
opportunity for offering my sentiments ftiUy on the affairs of the 
Carnatic, where the Nabob is anticipating Ms revenues and ruining 
Ms country, and where, when Ms overstramed credit breaks, which 
I am much afraid will soon be the case, we must expect a very 
serious defalcation in om’ Indian resources. 

I have heard from private letters, that my friend Medows has 
entered very heartily into several branches of the public business, 
and is much esteemed at his present G-overnment. Much will 
depend on the manner in which he takes my letter, and one that 
Eoss, who is ant old intimate friend of Ms, wrote to Mm at my 
request, giving hipn all proper encouragement, but stating the 
necessity of his determimng to apply to business and to attend to 
the forms and rules of the service, representing also that it would 
be necessary that he should make up Ms mind as to Ms futpre 
situation, before the despatch of the last ships of the season. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. and Right Rev. the Bishop op Salisbury.* 

My dear Lord, Calcutto, Deo. 27, 1788. 

In giving such an answer to yoiu’ letter as you might lay 
before the Committee, 1 felt myself under great difficulties, lest on 
the one hand I should appear lukewarm in an undertaking, in 
wMch, if it was practicable, I should most earnestly wish to 
distinguish myself, and on the other, lest I should encourage too 
sanguine hopes, where I must acknowledge I see no probability of 
success. 

The temptations hav' Mi-h'-t- r—-"-- '' that since 

we have held extensive i ' ■ ' I ■■■■. I ’ : -'Lere are but 

few instances of Europeans having acquired an influence at the 
courts of the native princes, without converting it to the most 
interested purposes ; and the natives, with a strong propensity to 
intrigue, are so little capable of distinguishing the real objects of 
Government, and the different gradations of ra^ amongst us, that 

* Hon. Shute Barrington. 
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if preceptors were recommended by tbe Governor-G-eneral to sove- 
reigns or princij)al zemindars, they wonld infallibly consider them 
as people of great importance, and endeavour by the most alluring 
offers, to engage their support against the influence or power of the 
Company’s Eesidents or Collectors, in the districts to which they 
might be appointed. 

It is hlvewise urged as an objection to teaching the natives 
English, that it would weaken the necessity which the Company’s 
servants now feel, of instructing themselves in the languages of the 
country, by which means, unless we could suppose it possible to 
make English the universal language throughout our extensive 
territories, the collectors of revenue, judges, and officers of 
Government, stationed in the distant provinces, would be in the 
hands, and at the mercy, of the few individuals who could interpret 
for them. 

The pride and bigotry of the Mussulmen, and the dreadful con- 
sequences to themselves and their families for ever attending the 
loss of caste to the Hindoos, must in my opinion prove insuperable 
bars to any material progi-ess in the propagation of the Christian 
religion. 

The success of the Portuguese Missionaries on the Malabar 
coast, does not hold out any very encouraging prospect to us, as 
their converts are the poorest and most contemptible wretches in 
India. 

It is hlrewise a matter for serious consideration, how far the 
imprudence or intemperate zeal of one teacher might endanger a 
Government, wliich owes its principnl support to a native army 
composed of men of high caste, whoso fidelity and affections we 
have hitherto secured, by an um'emitted attention not to offend their 
rehgious scruples and superstitions. 

I have, &c., 

OOKNWALLIS. 
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CHAPTEK XL 


Lord Cornwallis intends to return to England — Alliances witli Native Princes — 
Revision of Military EstaWisliraents — General tranquillity of Hindustan — 
•„ mi-. --q^css — The Regency 

, • - The King’s recovery — 

( q , ■ - -■ opinion of Sir John 

Macphcrson — Movements of Tippoo Sultaun. 

No striking event occurred during tMs year, as tlie tranquillity of 
Hindustan was undisturbed. Lord Cornwallis was tlierefore able 
to direct his whole attention to the internal affairs of the country. 
Convinced that this tranquillity would be permanent, he announced 
his determination to return to England in January, 1791; but 
urged the ’v-p-cc-ify rf c v'’--r--r ■'■■'’cessor, witkout which 

he ex; ■■ eL . .i • , il.i' .1 ! s would prove to have 

l)i,;C'n loinlly 

Much eorresponclorico passed both about investments for the 
home marlort, and id. on;, the supply of articles from India for the 
Canton market. As these subjects are connected solely with the 
affairs of the East India Company as merchants — charactei wMch 
it no longer possesses — nearly all the papers bearing on tliis ques- 
tion have been omitted. 

The reluctance which Lord Cornwallis felt to enter into alliances 
with native princes, arose more fi-om lb ' ■ d L'b-' , " r. 

24: Geo. III. than from any belief O’ i 1 ..: ■.-■■} !■“ 

prudently made, be injurious to British interests, ivir. Limaas 
seems to have considered that Lord Cornwallis had perhaps inter- 
preted the Act somewhat too strictly, and he was not unwilling to 
encourage a closer connexion than had hitherto been considered 
advisable. The aggression of Tippoo on the last day of the year 
rendered aU speculations unnecessary, and compelled the Company 
to enter into various close aUiances. But this belongs to the en- 
suing year. 

As all the suggestions made by Lord Cornwallis, in regard to 
the revision of the military establishments. ■■ ■■!■■' ; ■lop'- d. ih., , - 
gress in those arrangements, though slow,’--. - ! i..l *\ 
liim ; hut he was not so successffil in his attempts to put an entire 
stop to the system of receiving presents from native princes. The 
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value of these presents was reduced to an amount which could 
hardly be coiisirlorecl as sufficient for "a bribe ; and many of the 
Eesidents, of whose uprightness and honour no doubt could be 
entertained, assured Lord Cornwallis that the refusal of all gifts 
was so at variance with the habits of the country, that it would be 
considered offensive by the Sovereigns who tendered them. By the 
regulations now in force, all presents, except those of very trifling 
value, are deposited in the Treasury of the Company, by whom 
gifts of corresponding amount are provided in return. 

The accjuisitimi of Cuttacic in exchange for Salsette was still 
kept in \\(:\\\ Uni wLilt. slight hope of success; nor was Lord Corn- 
wallis very eager on ib- a - h'-. wr-s little anxious to augment 

the extent of Britis-: question, and a dispute 

between the Vizier and Sindia, were almost the only two points 
which, in the course of this year, gave rise to*any interference with 
native princes. 

A settlement of the province of Bahar was also nearly com- 
pleted — ^much, as Lord Cornwallis states, to the satisfaction of tlie 
Zemindars. He further prevailed on the Eaja, or rather the 
Zemindar ^ of Benares (for he had really no higher rank), to con- 
sent to many most important changes, both in the management of 
that territory and in the duties levied therein. In fact, as Lord 
Cornwallis says in a letter dated December 7, “ everything appeared 
to be in as good a train as the most sanguine persons in England 
could expect ; and I see no danger for this country so long as they 
00 ’': Grovernors, and Ministers like the present, who will 

upon them.” But a cloud burst at the very close 
of the year, though Lord Cornwallis was not aware of the storm till 
tile following January. 

The aspect of affahs in England had at one time borne a very 
gloomy appearance. The illness of the King in the autumn of 1788 
led to a Eegency Bill, the discussions on which are too well known 
to require any notice here. Lord Cornwallis, indeed, had little 
time for anxiety on the subject ; for the news of the King’s recovery 
reached him very shortly after he had heard of his illness. There 
exists a large mass of letters written to him during that period, 
some from Ms personal and political friends, detailing the events 
as they occurred, others from partizaus of the Princ.e of Wales, ex- 
cusing the votes they had given. Some of the most interesting 
have been selected for publication, occasionally omitting names, or 
suppressing passages wMch'reflect in no measured terms on the 

’ ^ 1781, though then a minor: d. 

■ Sept. 12, 1795. 


2 c 2 
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characters and conduct of individuals, and impute motives on no 
better foundation, it is to be hoped, than the reports of the day or 
the violence of party feeling. 

EaKL COENWALLIS TO ViSCOUNT BeOME, 

My DEAEEST Charles, Calcutta, Jan. 11, 1789. 

Although when I wrote last I could hardly flatter myself 
with hearing from you by tins time, yet I cannot help lamenting 
that my last accounts of you were dated nine months ago, and that 
I had the mortification to find by them that you were still an 
invalid. It is in vain however to dwell upon grievances that we 
cannot remedy, let us look forward to that happy day when we 
shall meet, and when, if I find you weE, I am sure I shall find you 
in every respect just what my fondest heart could wish. 

I can send you no news from hence that can either amuse or 
interest you, my life at Calcutta is perfect clockwork; I get on 
horseback just as the dawn of day begins to appear, ride on the 
same road and the same distance, pass the whole forenoon after my 
return from riding, in doing business, and almost exactly the same 
portion of time every day at table, drive out in a phaeton a little 
before sunset, then write, or read over letters or papers of business 
for two hours, sit down at nine with tAVO or three Officers of my 
family to some fruit and a biscuit, and go to bed soon after the 
clock strikes ten. I don’t think the greatest sap at Eton r^an lead 
a duller life than this. Give my best compliments to Mr, Hayes, 
and be assured that I am and ever shall be 

Your most truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis. 

H. R. H, THE Duke op Yoek to Earl Cornavallis. 

[Received Jau. 1789.] 

My dear Lord, London, July 26, 1788. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I take the opportunity 
of the Swallow Packet to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lord- 
ship’s two last very obliging Letters, by Avhich I am rejoiced to see • 
that You are pleased with the present situation of affairs in India. 
As for the account which You giye of the State of the Europenn 
Troops in the Service of the Company, it grieves me, tboiigh il: docs 
not in the least astonish me, as It is totally irii[)o.?sll.)i(: l iioy 

can be otherwise than the riffraff of London Streets got together 
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by the Crimps, and the Gleanings of the different Gaols. The 
Officers are in general, young men, who haye ruined themselves, 
and are obliged to fly their Country, or very low people who are 
sent out to make their fortunes, and who will therefore stick at 
nothing ia order to gain money. I have no doubt however, that 
through Your Lordship’s Good management and prudence, You will 
be able, m time, to make great alterations for the better even in 
this, though I must confess that the only real way of getting rid 
of all this inconvenience at once, would be to destroy the Com- 
pany’s troops, and have nothing but King’s troops, indeed it is 
quite ridiculous, that there should be two eonij)ifiii ly diilViviir 
services, in a Country which acknowledges the same iSovereign, 
and that a Company of Merchants should have been to all intents 
and purposes for so many years, the Kings of so immense a tract 
of Country. 

I have no doubt that Your Lordshij) will not regret the reduc- 
tion of the four troops of Horse Guards, and Horse Grenadiers as 
they were the most useless and the most unmilitary Troops that 
ever were seen. I confess that I was a little sorry for the Horse 
Grenadiers because they were to a degree Soldiers, but the Horse 
Guards were nothing but a collection of London Trndo-]'jeo]--le. 

If the two new Eegiments keep exactly to the Standard which 
they have settled they will be the finest bodies of men that ever 
were seen, the tallest not to exceed six foot one the shortest 
five feet eleven. 

As for publick news Your Lordship will already have heard of 
the great Amity w’-hich has subsisted between us our Court and the 
m)\v King of I’russia, ever since His accession to the Crown and 
which has within these few days been strengthened by the signing 
of a defensive treaty including Holland, So that the first Stone is 
laid for the Great Northern Alliance, which We have so often talked 
of with Ewart, during the time we were at Berlin together. As 
for the Emperor, He has managed His affairs so well, that He has 
drawn Himself into a War with the Turks, where till now He has 
been worsted in almost every attempt wliich He has made. The 
Empress of Eussia is if possible in a worse Situation as She has 
besides the war with the Turks, two other horrible enemies to con- 
tend with, which are the Plague and Eamine, which by all accounts 
have reduced Her forces so low that instead of Sending a Corps of 
forty thousand men to join the Austrian forces in order to besiege 
Choezim,^ only Six-and-twenty thousand arrived in a serviceable 

1 Choezim was taken by the Prince of Coburg, July 20, 1788. 
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State, and after Staying a few days were ordered to return imme- 
diately to Marechal Eomanzoff’s ^ Army, as they had lost such a 
considerable nimiher of men by disease. France is torn to pieces 
by internal dissensions. That spirit which She had been so suc- 
cessfully trying to preTent among the Americans, has broke out in 
Her o\TO Country and in spite of everything, which is done, appears 
rather to increase, than to diminish they are obliged to have their 
troops, and are said to be forming two Camps in order to keep 
their own Provinces in order and Subjection. In short, the present 
situation of this Country appears to be more flourislnng and more 
ti’inly great th fi,n ever it has been since the Peace of Skty-three. 
All oui’ enemies are engaged and are ruining themselves piece- 
meal, While We and our Allies are daily gaining strength and 
riches. 

I am afraid My Dear Lord You ^vill abeady be sufficiently 
tired with tins long Scrawl, I shall therefore conclude. Pray write 
as often as it is convenient, and believe me ever, My Dear Lord, 
Most sincerely yours, 

Feedeeiok. 


From the Secret Comittee to the Governor-General and Council 

IN Be^igal. 


[Secret.] Received Jan. 22 , 1789. 


My Lord, 


East India House, July 31, 1788. 


. . . We have already expressed our full approbation of 
your conduct towards the native Princes in general ; we feel the 
force of your reasoning in both points of view ; at the same time 
we wish a continuance of our former pacific system, and. an ad- 
herence to the instructions we have formerly given. If at any time, 
on account either of Indian or European politics, we may see cause 
to deviate from that system, we shall take the earliest opportunity 
of detailing our sentiments at large. For instance, any strict union 
of France, either with Tippoo Sultan or the Malirattas, would 
naturally force us into other alHances which might enable us to 
counteract it. 

With respect to Tippoo’s embassy to the Court of France, we 
can only advise at present of their arrival in that kingdom, and 
that His Majesty g Ministers are taking the necessary measures to 


^ Pieri'o Comte de Ro- 

msTOzioff, : = ■■ b. about 1730, 

d. Deu. 17. >: v.-;.. descended from 


one of the oldest Russian families, and had 
seen much service. 
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discoyer and defeat tlie object of tbeir mission. ' Tbe Court of 
France, wlnlst tbey are treating these deputies with eyery demon- 
stration of respect and courtesy, as is the custom of that Court upon 
such occasions, haye giyen assurances that no negotiation is in- 
tended, on their part, hostile to our interest. 

We are, &c.. 


Mas. Cornwallis to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Received Jan. 22, 1789.] 


My DEAE Lord, Seymom- Place, June 19, 1788. 

. . . Mir. Sheridan ^ summed up the eyidence upon the 
second charge against Mr. Hastings in a speech which lasted three 
days, and finally closed that business on Friday last, the 13th inst., 
for this Session. His speech was reckoned a most wonderful one ; ^ 
you will of course haye it sent you. In the way this tryal has 
hitherto gone on, it may last years. It has been a most fatiguing 
business, particularly to the Chancellor, whose attention and im- 
partiality has been the admiration of all parties. He was iU. one 
day, and Lord Bathmst ^ was forced to take his place. The con- 
trast, to be sure, was yery remarkable. 

I forget whether I haye mentioned Lady Anne Wesley^ lately. 
She turns out a yery fine girl, and has been much admired this 
winter, but I don’t hear of any match for her yet. Her brother 
Arthur,® instead of going with his regiment to the East Indies, has 
mnrlo nn oxchnugc. aud is now Aide-de-Camp to the Lord-Lieutenant 
ol* Inland — a imii.li. worse thing for him in my opinion. , . . 

Lord Mansfield has at last resigned, and Sir Lloyd Kenyon 
succeeds him. Pepper Arden is Master of the Eolls. The appoint- 
ment of the Duke of Leinster ® to that office in Ireland, upon Mr. 


^ Eight Hon. Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
h. Sept., 1751, d. July 7, 1816 ; m. 1st, 
March, 1772, Miss Elizabeth Linley *, 2nd, 
April 27, 1795, Esther Jane Ogle, only 
1.'. .;." !(■■■■ . " . r Winchester. M.P. 

‘ :■ .'^i . T',:. to 1806; West- 

minster to 1807, and Ilehester to 1812; 
Under Secretary of State, March to July, 
1782 ; Treasurer of the Navy, Feh. 1806, to 
April, 1807 ; Receiver-General of the Duchy 
C I?"-! his death. 

■■ i; ■■■••. ii. 

•' i ■.'..1 Bathurst, h. May 2, 
1714, d. Aug. 6, 1794; m. 1st, Sept. 19, 
1 75'^. d".’’. and hair r*‘ - James, Esq,, 

;■■■■! (>.' Ri.hd;-. Esg. ; 2nd, 

.I'.'- : ; 7.V'. ’I ' yi .' i r..-:. i..;.. of Thomas 

Scawen, Esq., of Maidwell. A puisne Judge 


of the Common Pleas from May 2, 1754, till 
Jan. 23, 1771, ’.v’-.-n '’•: -.vn:: C!;, T’..-, 

and created Lor \v s.ov. '.-.g I,. ; -. > 
the Commissioners of the Great Seal daring 
igning the Chan- 
. was made Prcsi- 
. . , d that office till 

March 19, 1782. M.P. for Cirencester from 
April, 1735, till he was made a judge. 

Lady Anna Wesiey, dau. of Garret, 1st 
Ea’ ■“ S.. March 13, 1768, d. 

De-:. ;... I:..., Jan. 4, 1790, Hon. 

Henry Fitzroy, 4th son of Charles, 1st Lord 
" h ‘ 1799, Charles 


" VViUiam Uooert, 2nd Duke of Leinster, 
K.P., h. March 13, 1749, d. Oct. 20, 1804 ; 
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Rigby's death, is rather a matter of surprise to everybody. He 
vcvM have asked for it, for nobody could have thought of 

:• i.i-s. 

The Parliament breaks up next week, when eveiybody will dis- 
perse. Everything seems to be perfectly quiet, and I hope likely 
to remain so both at home and abroad, at least with regard to our- 
selves. The French are quarrelling amongst themHplvf^®. A «!ph'it 
of liberty has gone forth, which however can come v 

the army remains firm to the King. Their interference with us in 
America has taught them a lesson against themselves which we have 
no reason to be sorry for. ... 

God bless you, my dear Lord. 

Believe me, &c., 

0. OoENWALLIS. 

Mr. Grisdale has just called here. He tells me he is going to 
make another little tour to France this summer. I wish I may 
have some good new8»^ to send him before he comes back. 


EiaHT Hon. Henry Hundas to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Private.] Received Jan. 1789. 


My dear Lord, WimWedon, July 13, 1788. 

. . . My last letter to you was of date 7th of April, 
1788, since which I have your letters of 16th of November and 18th 
December, 1787, and 7th and 27th January, 1788. 

Many of the topicks di-jcus-sod in these various letters have been 
nlroniy oh-oi'icd (ithi-r in my former letters to you or in the 
despatches which have gone or are now going by the present con- 
veyance. I shall however trouble you with these few hnes, to 
advert to some particulars upon which these puhlick despatches 
may he silent, but of which however it is proper that you should 
be apprised. 

It is scarcely necessary to say much npon the subject of the 
recruiting service. I have intimated to the Chairman that with your 
puhlick letters before us all, and your private letters before me, 


ni, Nov, 4, 1775, Emilia Olivia, dau. and 
sole heir of St. George Ushea% only Lord 
St. George. 

The office of the Master of the Rolls in 
Ireland was I'n , 

Duke of Lei 
1789, when 
took on the 


city of Dublin from Oct. 1767, till he became 
a neer, Nov. in. 1 77a. 

. ■■ ■ ! w of the Arch- 

■ . . ' . . ! ■ ■ ons in her gift ; 

in Gloucester- 

ohnc, sue preseutett Mr. Unsdale soon after 
the date of this letter. 
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it is impossible to omit taking effectual measures for effectuating 
tliat inij)or(i:mt objecl:. The Chairman has entreated me to giye 
him ii iiiili; lime lor management, and he wiU get everything put 
to rights. Accordingly, within these few weeks, they have come to 
a resolution to apply for Dover Castle for a dep6t for their recruits. 
I do not know how far it will suit the convenience of Government 
to allow them to have it, but I am satisfied they are in earnest to 
bring tliis business into proper train. I hope they will do it 
without the necessity of any compulsion on my part ; but you may 
rest assured I will watch it very strictly, and not quit the business 
till it is satisfactorily concluded. Your account of the state of their 
European army, contrasted with that of the King’s, has been of 
much use to us in this and many other views. 

The Chairman has not yet brought forward Sir John Mac- 
pherson’s business : he will soon, and it will be arranged on the 
footing I formerly wrote to you. . . . 

Agreeable to your request I have read your letter of the 14th 
December to Mr. Malet, witl tl-' yv;-v I approve en- 

tirely of the Hne you have i.-. !. i I can discover in 
some of your letters, a feeling that you are too much hampered in 
your power of allying yourself with the Marattas. I am the more 
disposed to give you credit for that feeling, because I am free to 
declare it goes very much along with the bent of my own mind. I 
feel that an alliance with the Marattas, of the closest kind, is aU 
that is requisite to keep the whole world in awe respecting India. 
The aid of their cavalry seems all that is wanting to make our 
power compleat ; and I think it is highly probable that the restless 
spirit of France, by their intriguing with Tippoo, will probably give 
us a fair opening to such a connexion ; but unless the prospect of 
hostilities was more immediate than at present appears to be the 
case, I am still rather disposed to think that it would be better that 
either the hostilities of Tippoo singly, or of him and the French 
jointly, should furnish us with the apology of so exclusive an Indian 
alliance. 

You will hear by this conveyance that we have got a material 
change in one of the departments of Government. Lord Howe is 
ah Earl, and gives up the Admiralty, and is succeeded by Lord 
Chatham. This circumstance gives a wonderful cement of strength 
and power to Mr. Pitt’s Government, by connecting the Treasury 
and Admiralty so closely together. 

The very high opinion you express of Sir Archibald Campbell’s 
administration, is highly satisfactory to me. I agree with you and 
Mm that he is very illiberally treated by the Ooiut of Directors, 
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hut he is not singular in that respect. We are all (except your 
Lordship as yet) sharers in it, and I regret that it seems to liaYe 
hurt Sir Archibald so much as it has done. I hope, howeyer, it is 
now over ; for after having got the drubbing we gave them in their 
conflict before the House of Commons, on the subject of the four 
regiments, and after having discovered that their own Court of Pro- 
prietors would not .support them against us, I think they are grown 
tolerably on aud iiio'kriire. I shall write to Sir Ai'chibald by 
tliis sliip. I am sorry we are so soon to lose him in India, I sup- 
pose the Directors wiU soon come to the measure of appointing 
Medows provisional successor to Sir Archibald, and Abercrombie 
to Medows. Believe me, &c., 

Hbney Dundas. 

Eael Cokxwallis to Viscount Brome. 

My DEAEEST ChAELES, Calcutta, Jan. 29, 1789. 

The Swallow packet arriyed on the 22nd, and I had the 
infinite hap]puiess of hearing that you was perfectly recoYered, . . . 
I will endeaYour to get Scorpio and Aquarius for you, but these 
coins are very scarce here, and I think it doubtful whether I shall 
succeed.^ They are said to have been coined by a Queen of Delhi 
who reigned only for one day, and who was deposed by the priests 
for coining them. The Mahometans are such violent enemies to 
idolatry, that they will not suffer any figures even upon their coins ; 
you may suppose ff om this that they worship money, but in that 
respect they resemble most other religions. I do not however 
seriously believe any part of the story about the Queen, &c. &c. 

Tour truly affectionate Father, 

COEFWALLTS. 

'Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 
HoNOUEABLE SiES, Fort William, Feb. 18, 1789. 

My time of life and the state of my private affairs have 
rendered it necessary for me to fix n poviod in m\ own mind for 
returning to Emope, and I consider it us my indi-jumtiiih: duty to 

and completely governed him. The coins 
beax various dates between 1617 and 1627, 
which disprove.? tiic story of their being 
struck in one diij-. Noor Mahl’s name is, 
however, on some’ of them. She is buried in 
a very magni/iceiiL toinlj at Lahore, which is 
.'till kept in good' rop.air. 


^ These <r. ‘ 

Zodiac on ti ■ . ■ 

time of I. ft] • ■ . , . ..j, 

I'iic .story ii-bont the ijneen is told by Taver- 
uier (Pyt 2), who believed it. Jehangir. 
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p;ive oarly notice of my determination on that ^head to your Ho- 
nourable Court, that you may have full time to deliberate on the 
choice of my successor in this Government. 

I have, therefore, to acquaint you, that it is my intention to 
resign the Government, and to embark for England m the begin- 
ning of the year 1791, and I am wiUing to indulge myself in the 
hopes of being able to inform you on my arrival, that I have left 
your valuable possessions in peace and prosperity. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Feb, 18, 1789, 

As the Dublin, the ship now under despatch, is to take in a 
part of its cargo at Madras, I shall postpone answering your letters 
which I received by the Swallow packet, or entering hito any part 
of the business of this country, until the oP +Lr> 'Nrr'vthum- 

berland, which ship is to sail directly f ■ m ■■ three 

weeks, and will probably arrive before the Dublin. 

But as I consider the appointment of a proper successor to the 
Government as a matter of so much greater importance than any 
other, and without which all laws, regulations, and orders are per- 
fectly nugatory, I do not chuse to trust to a single conveyance to 
inform you of what it may be very essential you should know before 
the end of the summer, which is, that General Medows has received 
mine and Colonel Boss’s admonitions with the most perfect good 
humom’, and that he assures us he is determined to devote his time 
and attention entirely to the public service during his stay in India. 
I enclose a copy of Ms letter to me, dated November 26, and some 
extracts of what he has said to Boss. 

Knowing as I well do the strictness of Ms principles nnd the 
goodness of Ms parts, I had no fear but of Ms Tv(:iMiiig i!u.- whole 
business, and pcrt’f”dn"’ly r’ur sovereign lords in Leadenhall-street, 
too lightly ; b:.! /well assured that will not be the case, 

I do not think that I can deliver the office of Governor-General into 
safer and better hands in January, 1791, and I hope you will do all 
you can to soften any censure wMch the Court of Directors may 
think it necessary to pass on Ms fest appointment at Bombay. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Eael Corwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 


Dear James, Calcutta, Feb. 23 , ivso. 

AltLoHgli the Northumberland East Indiaman is to sail in 
about three diivr-lly for England, and will probably arrive 
before the Duliliii, ubic!! is to take in some part of its cargo at 
Madras, I still cannot suffer the Dublin to go without telling you 
that I am well. 

I have by bc'l. Ci -■ 'Lir , to the Court of Directors 

my intention to ■■ '■ ; ■“ . ! 7.' I, a period to which I often 

cast a longing ey : ! .i i-‘ ! the next two years as well 

as I have done the two last, 1 shall have great reason to be satisfied 
with my undertaking. 

I shall be very impatient for the first ship of the season, to 
know that I have been in time for the purchase of Sir Charles 
Kent’s ^ estate. I should most undoubtedly have wished both for 
that estate and Saxham;® I think a considerable command and 
extent about a man’s house the greatest comfort he can have if he 
loves the country, and the difference of three or four hundred 
s{-\ ., 1 ’ i-v {•■'’ing consideration in competition with it. 
I ‘c this instance I differ a little in opinion, 

most truly sensible and most sincerely gi-ateful to you for all your 
care and attention. We have had a remarkably fine and cool 
winter, winch has a little made up for the excessive heats of Sep- 
tember and October, which are by far the two worst months in the 
year. I have often thought that you would not easily be prevailed 
upon to lie without any covering, and with windows and doors open 
on every side of the room, to catch every breath of ah. 

There is the greatest reason to look forward to a continuance 
of peace; and I think, f’. iyi' ■ Francis,^ our finances are in 

no bad state. The inco ■ < il . • i exceeds its expenditure by 
above two millions, and although the other Presidencies are a 
great drain upon us, yet, on the general state of the finances 
throughout India, we can without increasing our debts, send home 


^ Sir Cliai’Ies Kent, Baxfc., so created Aag. 3, 
1782, b. 174-5, d. March 14, 1811 ; m. May 
20, 1771, Maiy, dau. and coheir of Josiah 

i lo IT'.'-'. 

U.- IC. r-iy:!;. J-, _ 

1 :!■: ■ j!-:- •.■■l afterwards 

I S.- 

- V.-:.- !■. I'.;;: .-ifterwards ex- 

i r, , -.v,:.! l.i ...i jivi-'.i i.-i- mutual coa- 


3 Mr., afterwards Sir Philip, Francis, K.B., 

dau. of the Rev. H. W^atkins. M.P. for Yar- 
mouth, Isle of Wight, from May, 1784, to 
1790; then for Bletchingly to May, 1796, 
and for Applehy from Nov.’ 1802 to April, 
1807. His public and private career are well 
known, hut his literary reputation mainly 
rests upon the ‘ Letters of Junius,’ which 
.'■■V'.cU ."11 rjii;,'.:'.- =- c .'U.-iidered of 
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an investinent from the different settlements, which costs us 
1,300,0007, and which will sell in Europe for 2,400,0007, which, 
besides at least a million of profit which the Company receives 
from the China trade, must I think enable them to pay off at least 
a million of their debt annually in England. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Ea-rl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Fort William, Feb, 23, 1789. 

I was favom-ed on the 16th inst. with your letter, dated the 
21st ultimo, and Mr. Hay has shown to me your letter to him, 
wliich he received about the same time. 

Your zeal and ability in conducting the negotiations with which 
you have been entrusted, and your knowledge of the manners and 
turn of tliinkiug at the Court where you reside, will ever 
induce me to give the fullest consideration to any opinions 
that you may offer on those points, with a view to promote the 
public interest. 

I shall therefore weigh very deliberately the arguments and 
liropositions which you adduced in yom: letter to Mr. Hay, in sup- 
port of yom’ recommendation of some relaxation in the orders 
which you lately received against accepting presents, in any form 
or under any pretext, in yom* intercom-se with the Peshwa anfl the 
Poonah Ministers ; and I shall take an early opportunity to convey 
to you my final decision upon them. 

I think it only necessary on the present occasion to answer the 
parts of your letter which relate to the means of forwarding our 
views upon Cuttack, 

The consideration of the value of that province, both to the 
Company and to the Boosla family, offers so many grounds for 
apprehending difficulties in obtaining a voluntary cession of it from 
the Marattas, that I cannot bring myself to be sanguine in the 
hopes of any immediate success to our wishes. But I am clearly 
convinced that our best chance will arise from the eagerness and 
anxiety of the Peshwa, and &om a constant appearance on our 
part, of indifference to the event of the negotiation for the pro- 
posed exchange. 

Upon this principle, I do not wish that any steps should be 
taken dhectly by you, to prevail upon Eagojee to consent to the 
cession ; but that the Poonah Ministers should understand that you 
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are iiista’iicted to leave all the preliminary parts of the transaction 
entirely to themselves. 

If Kagojee should execute his declared intention of maldng a 
visit to Pooiiah, the long connexion which has subsisted between 
the Boosla family and this Government, will require that you 
should clearly manifest a disposition to show him marks of par- 
ticular attention and respect. But to avoid giving ground for 
suspicion or jealousy to the Poonah Minister, my wish is that 
you should consult Nana, and even be guided by him, unless you 
should see any very material objection to it, in all steps that you 
take to give public proofs to Eagojee of the consideration in which 
he is held by this Government. 

You wiU, however, be studiously careful to suppress all appear- 
ance of anxiety to obtain liis consent to the cession, unless Nana 
should in explicit and earnest terms request your interference and 
assistance ; and even in that case, it will tend most to promote the 
success of our real wishes, that you should uniformly appear » 
lend your aid in the negotiation, more from a s| icir oi' iiccMiiiri-o- 
dation and friendship to the Poonah Government, than fr'om any 
impatience on om: part to acquire the Provmce. 

I concur in a great measure with you in opinion, that it may 
be wise in tliis Government to devise means for encouraging a 
spirit of pilgrimage amongst the Hindoos of Hindostaii and the 
Deccan, to the Company’s dominions ; and for that reason, if you 
could come to the discussion of conditions for the cession of Cuttack, 
I should have no objection to grant particular privileges, or even 
oxomptfons from all Government duties, to Maratta subjects on 
r('/igions and pilgi’imngvi: to Benares and Gya, and to Jug- 
gernaut, when .'liiTi-iideiv.-d io ns. 

The acquisition of Cuttack would be of so much real import- 
ance to the Company, that I should not scruple to furnish you with 
the means of making very liberal presents in money, to any of the 
Ministers who could give a decisive assistance in forwarding the 
accomplishment of the object in question '; and I should be much 
guided by your opinion, in detenmning the extent of the sums to 
be so apj)lied ; as you would be qualified to form the best judgment 
on the mode of applying such sums, in the most efficacious manner 
for inciting different individuals to make their utmost exertions to 
bring the negotiation to a successfril termination. 

I am, &c., 

CORXWALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Jaaies Macpheeson/ Esq. 

SlE, Calcutta, March 1, 1789. 

I liave been honoured with your letter dated the 20th of 
June, 1788. Being disposed horn regard for your personal cha- 
racter to receive your sentiments with pleasure, and to consider 
them with attention, I should most readily, if I thought myself at 
liberty, enter into a discussion of the point which formed the sub- 
ject of your letter. 

I do not, however, conceive that I can, consistently with the 
duties of my station, and with the spirit of the orders of the Court 
of Directors, correspond on the public business of this country with 
any British subject who assumes the character of agent of any 
native prince in India. 

It therefore only remains for me to say in general, that I wus 
at great pains to examine the natm’e of the claim of the Nabob of 
Arcot on the country of Tanjore, and the orders of the Court of 
Duectors on that subject ; and I feel conscious that I have dis- 
charg- ■' ■■ ■T ■; ’"■'y with propriety, and that I have done his 

Higln. '■ . 

I' r. ■ ;■ .. ■■■■■ I -elieve that I am, 

With great personal esteem, Ac., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cokstwallis to Colonel . 

Dear ■, Calcutta, April 5, 1789. 

I was glad to hear by your letter of the lith ultimo, that you 
had arrived in good health at Madras, and that you was satisfied 
with I; - - y"! u:-A w’th from the Governor and Council. 

!■■*=■ ■ l^■d being called to the Presidency, and 

invested with the supreme comm.i .1, '■ h! I’’ ■' r vy '.-■■"-I l.y me as 
by yourself, especially after the ■ ■.-.■■■i. which 

had been so recently adopted in similar circumstances at Bombay. 

Yon must, ho'wever, excuse me, if I cannot admit the justice of 
your expressions of chagrin and mortification on this account ; for 
yon knew before you left England, that there were two Brigadier- 
Generals in India, under one of whom Abercromby was to be 

1 .Tames Miicnliersoii, Esq., of Belville, b. He was am*' ’ 

1737, d. Feb. 17, 179'!, ?ir.F. ibi- Camel- Imown for . ' . . ■ 

ford from Oct. 1780, till his death. He was the poems of (Jssian. 

ageat for the Nahoh of Arcot, and was said - lirigadier-Gci.enil Matthew Horne, d. 
to have a pension of 700?. from Lord North Dec. 1-1-, 1789. 
for writing in defence of American taxation. 
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immediately placed ; and a pearson so conversant in military affairs 
as yomself, must have been aware that it was not only possible 
but probable, that yon might likewise serve under either of them ; 
as I am sin-e neither your own good sense, and knowledge of the 
service, nor the assurances of any person in England, could have 
warranted your entertaining an idea, that the King’s regiments 
were to be fixed at the respective Presidencies, instead of being 
stationed where the Commander-in-Ohief or the Supreme Council 
might conceive their presence to be most necessary. 

I have really a most sincere regard for you personally, and 
I likewise highly esteem yom* public character ; it will therefore 
always be very hksome to me to mark a dissatisfaction at any part 
of your conduct, or to say anytbing that can he unpleasant to you. 
But when I thought it necessary to order the troops destined for 
this place to be detained at Madras, at a time that I had great 
reason to expect that difficulties would arise in that quarter ; and 
when I knew that the state of Sir Archibald Campbell’s health 
would not admit of his making any exertions, you must give me 
leave to claim a right to the expressions of chagrin and mortifica- 
tion, at seeing my friend set the example of disregard and 

disobedience to my orders (which were shown to him by Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell), by obtaining, in dii’ect opposition to them, his 
leave to come to Bengal in the height of the south-west monsoon ; 
and which I cannot possibly think Sir Archibald would have given, 
if he .b.il r-f -y'! yom* manner, that you would not 

have I ■ . : •• • •. --istant to him at Madras. 

As I do not wish to dwell on a repetition of grievances, I shall 
only slightly notice the lU-humour in which you left us, although 
you must have been sensible that the weakness of a temporary Go- 
vernment, the inexperience of some of the principal officers on the 
coast, and the danger that would attend any serious differences 
between so large a body of the King’s troops and those of the Com- 
pany, called on me to use eve|y precaution in my power to insure 
the public tranquillity. 

It win be my earnest desire to make the service of India as 
agreeable and as advantageous to you as I can, consistent with my 
puhhc duty ; and I sincerely hope that I shall feel myself at 
Hberty to bring you and your regiment hither in the course of this 
summer. But no private considerations can induce me to create 
unnecessary appointments, or grant unautliorised emoluments, or 
will have weight with n. - i" il ■■ ^ " i’ officers or corps of 

the army, when they afft ■: i: |■■■. or the propriety of 

conduct which is due to i!:-' il.-.i ! h M. 
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I thouglit it fair to unbosom myself thus freely to you, and I 
trust this will be the last time that an explanation of this kind 
will be necessary. ^ I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Mrs. Cairnes.^ 

Madam, Calcutta, June 1, 1789. 

It is with infinite concern that I have just heard of your 
misfortune, and though I should not thus early have intruded upon 
your sorrow with such lessons of resignation to the Divine will as 
your own good sense and virtuous mind must have abeady taught 
you, yet I feel that the helpless state of your family requires imme- 
diate assistance. 

I have, therefore, directed Mr. Porcher® to supply you with 
1000 rupees for your present exigencies, and 200 per month whilst 
you are obliged to remairr in India. He will likewise advance a 
fiu'ther sum of 4000 rupees when you embark for Europe. 

I beg, Madam, you will be assured of my sincere good wishes 
for yourself and your family, and that I am, with great esteem, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 


Mrs. Cairnes to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, St, Thome Mount, June 22, 1789. 

I last night had the honour to receive your Lordsliiji’s very 
kind letter. So flattering a mark of di-nrurtioii iVo’u .-uc:ii << distin- 
giiished character as your Lordship, has excited in me sentiments 
of gratitude, which I find myself perfectly unable to express. The 
delicacy with wliich your Lordship, is pleased to relieve me and 
my little orphans from a most distressmg situation, is at tliis mo- 
ment a greater alleviation to my sorrows than any I could possibly 
have met with, and demands my sincerest thanks. 

My misfortune has, indeed, beefi a very severe and unexpected 
one ; but I trust in that all-wise Providence who has inflicted it on 
me, that he will enable me to bear it with tliat fortitude and resig- 
nation, which for my children’s sake I find it so necessary I should 

BeHeve me, &c., 

Jaiste Cairnes. 

Bart. M.P. for BoJmin from Nov. 1802 to 
July, 1806 ; then for Tralee for a few weehs 
in 1807. IT'- •■nr'..:.- -' . ; France 

to America a A " ■ I' ■■ : ■ ■■ 

2 D 


do. 


1 JIrs. Cairnes was widow of Major Cairnes, 
who d. June 1789. 

2 Josias Du Pre' Porcher, Esq., b. 1761, 
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Eaul Cornwallis to Brigasiier-General Horne. 
gjjj Foi-t William, June 20, 1789. 

I liaye been in daily expectation for sofne time past, tbat 
yon wonld have communicated to me as Commander-in-CMef in 
India, the instructions by which you were required by the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, to order so large a body of troops to take 
the field, as that which is now employed under the command of 
Colonel Stuart in the southern parts of the dominions of the Nabob of 
Arcot ; the measures that you have taken to carry those instructions 
into execution ; the natm-e of the service which it was expected of 
the troops to perform ; and all the circumstances that have come to 
your knowledge of the steps that have been taken by the command- 
ing office]'. ! ■” if the orders that he has received. 

lam - that this omission has proceeded from 

your not adverting to the proxiriety of my receiving early notice of 
every military transaction of iinjioriiincq. ihci liiSi'iieuN at the other 
Presidency, and by no means ui any (i( -igiiiMl iiv gii fi (>ii your jiart. 
But as I consider it as my inclispensable duty as Oommander-in- 
CMef of all the Forces in India, to superintend the conduct of all 
officers both in the King’s and in the Company’s service, I cannot 

content myself with vagi 'U'-'^s ; but must require 

Miilhc'iilic of aU • ' ' • r incidents of conse- 

qi Id, I'-i' guidar • ■ ' • ^ ' . . , ■ I therefore deshe 
that you wiH immediately transmit to me co]3ies of all the corre- 
spondence that has passed between the Government of Fort St. 
George and you, on the subject of the above-mentioned expedition ; 
of the orders that you have given for carrying their instructions into 
execution ; and of all the correspondence that has passed between 
you and the commanding officer, as well as of all the reports that 
he has made to you of the occurrences on that service ; that I may 
be able to form a judgment from proper materials, whether your 
directions have been weU calculated to second the intentions of 
Government, and whether the executive officer has exerted himself 
with ability and prudence, to effect the pmposes for which yom* 
directions have been given. j 

Cornwallis. 

The reply of General Horne to this letter was, as regarded him- 
self, satisfactory. He had been ordered by Mr. HoUond,^ Governor 

y ,TJ. ! TT, n, ■ - r seen, the seyerest reprobation from Lord 

■■■■I- I ■. ! .^i?, IT - ifl-i Cornwallis, 
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of Madras, to move a force into tlie Little Marawar country, nomi- 
nally to aid the Nabob against Vella Murdah, and Chinnah Mnr- 
dah,^ (tributaries said to be refractory,) but really to assist in en- 
abling him to pay his private creditors, among the largest of whom 
were some of the members of Council at Madras. The better to 
conceal his real intentions, Mr*. HoUond sent orders direct to Co- 
lonel Stuart, who commanded the detachment, instead of trans- 
mitting them in the ordinary course through General Horne, 
w'ho being thus kept in ignorance, thought he had nothing to com- 
municate to Lord Cornwallis. On a subsequent occasion, Mr. 
Hollond pursued a similar course, and in his anxiety not to inter- 
fere with Tippoo’s plans, exposed a large detachment to be cut olf. 
Nor was this all of which General Horne complained. Mr. Hol- 
lond, contrary to orders from home, himself filled up all vacancies 
on the staff with his own creatures ; and what was w^orse, allowed 
the pay of the troops to faU largely into arrear, that the Nabob 
might have a larger surplus to pay his private debts. 


Major- General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Received June 27, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, * Sackville street, Dec. 27, 1788, 

As I delivered one letter to your brother some time ago, 
thinking that he would have set out iqion his voyage much sooner 
than I find he does, I shall take the opportunity to send you these 
few lines by way of postscrij)t, to condole with you most sincerely 
upon the heavy col amity wliitdi lias befallen us in the K — g’s most 
unexpected and most dreadful iUness. I have not words sufficient 
to describe to you the consternation and anxiety of all ranks of 
people, God grant, that the hopes which the idiv-icinvis give us 
in their depositions before the Committees of tffi; iwd 'Inii'.rs, and 
the very sanguine expectations of recovery entertained by Dr. 
Willis,® who has been long accustomed to have the care of people 
in similar cases, may tmm out according to our wishes, and that 
we may soon see His M — ^y restored to his former sound state of 
body and mind. 

I cannot, nor dare not, teU you, how much I feel vexed at the 


1 They were Polygars, petty native chiefs, 


life, Mrs. Storer. He was 


a olergymaii who 


and jungle. " ’ ■ " . " ■ 

2 Dr. Francis Willis, Rector of Wapping, ' 
h. 1717, d. Dec. 5, 1807 ; m. 1st, a sister of sion of 1000/. by patent, 
the Rev. Peregrine Curtis ; 2nd, very late in 
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conduct of a certain great person, about wliom we liaTe so long- 
interested ourselves. How far be can answer it to liis own mind 
and conscience I know not ; but I am tlioroug-bly convinced that 
the impression it has made upon all sober-minded men will never 
be effaced. I took a very early opportunity to disburden my mind 
to him upon tlie subject, though I rather felt an awkwardness 
and delicacy about it, on account of my family being so deeply 
engaged in the controversy. I therefore avoided entering any 
further on the subject than w^hat regarded the propriety and de- 
corum of his taldng any part at all in a business, wherein his 
father’s illness must be discussed, and made so material a |)oiat in 
the debate ; but as I soon saw that I laboured in vain to bring him 
to my way of thinking in tins respect, and that he was fii-mly per- 
suaded, or made to believe so, that he was defending the rights of 
the Crown, which he asserted were meant to be inh-inged by the 
limitations which Mr.; Pitt proposed to lay upon the Eegent, I 
did not think it my business to argue that point with him, though 
I am afraid he will not find it so easy as he thinks, to justify his 
line of conduct to the K — g’s satisfaction, in case H. M. should 
recover. I must, however, do him iho justice to say, that he was 
not in the least out of temper with me for remonstrating so strongly 
as I did against his proceedings, but on the contrary assured me 
that notwithstanding our disagreement in poHtics, he should always 
entertain the same friendship and esteem for me as he had ever done. 

I will not dwell any longer upon a subject, which I am sure 
must give us both great paiu and uneasiness ; a certain party has 
now thorough possesssmi of kim,^ and will make the most of it. I 
see nothing r”'! confusion staring ns in the face, unless 

it should pi- I*” -■.'■ ■ ■ « to restore H. M. to his former sound 
state of body and mind, which I believe is the universal and most 
sincere prayer of every well meaning subject. 

I am, &c., 

E. G. 


Lord Hawkesbury to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received June 27, 1789.] 

My BEAB IvOED, LondoHj Jan. 6, 1789. 

You will learn from your other friends the melancholy state 
of the King’s health, and the situation to which the Government of 

^ The Prince of Wales had acquired com- the latter; 'witlii the Prince the kina; "was 
plste^ uifluenca over 1lio D-.d:?- ni York. It never perfectly reconciled, 
was ior:g hefor-j tl’.c 'u>i« ini-i Qu.-ii M 
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tliis country is reduced in consequence of it. I will only say, that 
as the disorder witli wliich His Majesty is afflicted was never in his 
family, as His Majesty never showed any symptom or tendency to 
this fflsease before 0 and as his mind evidently appears not to be 
enfeebled or broken, but only deranged, I look forward with con- 
fidence to his recovery. I consider his nerves as in a very high 
state of hritation, hi consequence of some humour that has fallen 
upon them, and conclude that when that humour is removed, the 
hritation, and all the consequences which it has produced will 
cease. In the meantime the personal exercise of the Hoyal Au- 
thority is at an end. To supply this, the Prince is to be appointed 
Eegent, under such restrictions as do not allow him to do any- 
thing which the King will not be able to undo, if he should ever 
be able to resume liis Government ; and the Queen is to have the 
care of the King’s person and the management of his household. 
These questions we are warmly to discuss in the two Houses in the 
com-se of the next ten days. The Queen supports the King’s Mi- 
nisters and servants ; and the Prince and the Duke of York cleave 
to Opposition ; and as soon as the Regency is formed, we shall cer- 
tainly be aU dismissed, and the system of the Government wiU be 
changed. Tliis is unfortunate, for the commerce and revenue of 
the country never were in a more prosperous condition, and the 
Govermhent was never more respected abroad. ... . 

If your Lordship should have any commands for this country, I 
should be happy to receive them. j 

Hawkesbuey. 

Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwall^. 

[Received June 26, 1789.] 

My DEAE Lord, Grosrenor Square, Feb. 21, 1789. 

I sit down to write to you with much more satisfaction than 
I should have done some time ago. Our good master has now been 
three weeks in a state of ^ :■■■■■ ,■■■;. . and we have reasonable 
hopes of a perfect one. I -s s' ■ ■■■ " ■.■ was yesterday with H. 
M., and for the first time talked to him upon business, and opened 
to him, in part, the measmies which had been taken dining his 
confinement. I understand that H. M. was by no means the worse 
for this conversation. I)r.Vfilli=, who attends him, says that, were 
he a private man, he shoiibl arhi-e his following now his usual 

* There is uo doubt that the King bad had an earlier, though slight, attiick of a similar 
Mature. 


406 


LOED CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XI. 


occupation^ as the mode of liwg the most likely to restore liim. 
But, God knows, H. M. will have a severe trial when he is 
informed of aU that has passed during the unhappy interval. 
Every possible care ■wiH no doubt be taken to prepare liim. You 
wdl hear from other hands, probably, that the P. of W. has 
got complete possession of the I), of Y., and tliey had meditated 
such changes in the state and in the army ^ as would have grieved 
him exceedingly. No scruple has been made of declaring that 
a general sweep of ah places would be made, if the Eegency were 
to last only a day. I enclose you' a copy of the Eegency Bill 
as it came to us from the House of Commons. There have been 
some amendments made in our House, but as we have adjourned 
the Committee before we had gone through the Bill in it, I did not 
think it necessary to have the amendments in the first part of the 
Bill inserted. I can hardly give you a state of the country with 
■ ■ , , ■ i ^ ’r . everything of that kind having 

! ;■ ;■ i ■■I'; • V . i : US of the duration of the King’s 

illness, and some Powers are waiting for our determination. The 
Erench nation is in a complete ferment. The conversation and the 
piiblica Lions and speeches have as much of the spirit of freedom 
as any avc have read in our own history or seen in our times. • The 
event is not easy to be foreseen, but none can now be surprising. 

Om’ own domestic scene has been an interesting one. We 
have seen no times when it has been so necessary to separate parties 
in [■I'iv.ilt; (■■iiiijiiiiiy. The acrimony is beyond anything you can 
eolici i\ < . 'I'iio If.’dics are as usual at the head of all animosity, and 
are distinguished by caps, ribands, and other such ensigns of party. 
They have driven old Queensberry® out of England by calling him 
a Eat for deserting his master to hobble after a young Prince. At 
Calais his Grace was in doubt whether he should go to Brussels or 
ventiue to Paris, where he would have been as much abused as in 
London. I believe he has gone to Brussels. LotMan® is a con- 


’ « ■'V11 - . .. V < r,. , 

I i ■ . 


(jiouoesier tum iorir, .li <jcneral3, 'Ji) J.icnt.- 
(.loncmls. 12 Aliiiov-CiPaiTiil.', koiacs Co’onnis 
H'.ui (.lIilis in Iov,-f:i' niiiks. Ten new Aides-de- 
Oornp. alinofit nil ^ov political roa-.on's. The- list 
of i.iii new aihrnriistir.tioii. as icnevailv circii- 
larcil, iiicuuicii ilie l)i;kuof IVirtinnd, I’l-L-inier: 

T 

.1 . ■ I 

- I 1 I I 


and General Burgoyne, Lieut.-General, of the 
Oi-dr-n-o; '.1:, y at 

1 . “ 

Appointed a Lord of the Bedchamber on the 


lV8(j. 

® Lord Lothian, who was Colonel of the 
1st Life Guards, was removed from a regi- 
ment which gave him constant access to the 
lung; hut His Majesty, aware of his narrow 
circumstances, offered him another regiment, 
j :■ each of his daugh- 


1789. 


ILLNESS OF GEORGE HI. 


407 


spicuous figure among the deserters. Sir James Harris was created 
Lord Malmesbury, and took his seat during the King’s illness. He 
desired Lord Carmarthen and me to introduce him. He went to 
Mr. Pitt and declared liis approbation of the intended measures and 
the restrictions on the Eegent’s power.* He then went to the 
Prince and turned to the right-about. The Duke of Northumber- 
land, whose ill-humoui- broke out as soon as he had got his Blue 
Eiband, has been, with Eawdon, at the head of what has been 
called the Armed Neutrality. These too have joined the Prince, 
are the most inveterate and hostile of anybody, covered as they are 
with the poor King’s favours. G-ratitude was not, in the King’s 
melancholy situation, to be expected from Stormont and Lough- 
borough, and they boast that, notwithstanding their obligations 
to H. M., then* attachment is to the constitution. I will not 
dwell upon this filthy subject even to state the filthiest conduct of 
North, who is led dovai to the House to act under Sheridan to 
joke upon the King’s misfortunes. Thank God, the country in 
all parts and both Houses of Parliament have nobly stood by the 
King. More affection and concern could not have been shown, 
and H. M. will have the satisfaction of finding how much he 
is personally beloved. Mr. Pitt has conducted hunself with the 
greatest judgment and ability — ^Pox has been dangerously ill. He 
has hint himself by travelling from Bologna ^ at a great rate when 
he was much out of order, in hopes to have been in at the death. 
He has been absent some weeks from the House, and at Bath. I 
hear he is a good deal recovered. 

We adjourned our Committee on account of the rapid improve- 
ment of the King’s health. To-day is Saturday ; we meet again on 
Tuesday. We may see reason to make some change in our pro- 
ceedings, but probably shall go through the Bill in the Committee. 
♦ ... I had omitted to mention that there is every reason to 

attribute H. M.’s disorder to the imprudent and immoderate use 
of Cheltenliam waters. I have just received an authentic account 
of the same effect upon a French gentleman, who drank them at 
the same time, and he is now nearly recovered. From that cir- 
cumstance of the cause of the illness, the medical men give us 
reason to be confident in the perfect and radical cure. God send 
it, and soon ; for the country wm at the brink of everything that 
is bad. 


‘ The news of the King’s illness reached Mrs. Armstead, afterwards Mrs, Fox, behind 
. " ' _ him at Lyons. The lapidity of the journey 

: . ■ . materially injiued his he.'iltli. 
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I will detain you no longer, my dear Lord, but to desire you 
io of riy best wishes for your health and happiness. 

1 am, with the greatest truth and esteem. 

Yours, &c., 

■ ■ Sydney. 


Loed Rawdon to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789.] 

My DEAE LoED, * London, Feb. 28, 1789. 

. . . Before this reaches you, you will have had the 
news of the King’s recovery ; probably also of his resumption of 
ihe functions of government. Under what mode these last are 
to be exercised we know not as yet ; for it is acknowledged that 
the lUng could not, without incurring great danger of relapse, 
for a considerable time apply himself to business, even supposing 
Ms present recovery to be as complete as is asserted. As to the 
extent of that recovery, there is great scepticism ; and to speak 
truly I am very doubtftd of it. That Ms mind is at present 
trancpiil, iiud clear upon ordinary subjects, is without dispute; but 
tbe sns[iicion is that there are certain strings which will, whenever 
Ihoy are touched, produce false music again. The care wMch is 
taken that neither the Prince nor the Duke of York shall see the 
King alone for a moment, wMlst the Chancellor and Mr. Pitt have 
severally conferences without any witness, marks an awkward appre- 
hension, However, at aU events, the present gleam will be made 
use of to sanction with the name of the King, such provisions against 
a similar exigency as may be best calculated to support the party 
and influence of the existent Ministers. The chcumstance is not 
indifferent, wMch I should consider it, if it went merely to the 
possession of office by one party or the other. But the view o^ 
what has passed within these three months enables one to judge so 
for upon the probable conduct of Pitt, that I look forward with 
rather an uneasy eye to the coming time. Pitt will without scruple 
hazard the public tranquillity, if not dcsignodly rml-rnii :i{. 
than be removed from power ; andlh.o pojir.jiii- ciy ul'.icli h.-is 
excited and kept up in Ms favour lnM;c<ri7iordi!S!i!-y inrnnigenirnl, 
will enable him to cope (under the King’s name) \vith all the influ- 
ence of the Prince. The feelings of the latter will make resigna- 
tion to such practice very difficult, if not impossible ; and that any 
moderation should long be shown in such a struggle, is more than 
can be hoped. I, as you would probably expect, have taken part 
decidedly with the Prince upon tMs question, thinking the com- 
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bination attempted to be marsballed against liim tbe most mis- 
cliievous in its necessary effect upon tbe constitution, tbat could 
possibly be conceived. By this means I bave slidden into a kind 
of alliance with tbe D. of Portland. Had a new administration 
been formed, I should bave bad a seat in it: tbis groiiiid luning. 
however, been stipulated by me, and admitted by tliom, thiif- 1 
shall never be considered as absorbed into tbe Duke’s x^arty, but 
should remain vntb my particular friends a distinct body. Tbis 
tbe Princes guaranteed; and tbat condition would have lodged 
in my bands a check upon the intemperance of some of tbat set 
that would bave been very useful. The Chancellor from detesta- 
tion of Pitt, and still more from love of office, for a time coq[uetted 
with tbe Prince of Wales, though indeed tbat exxuession is not 
strong enough to r^ark tbe . : ; : '••'■'t .-I' .-i which be bad made 
of taking part with us; hut !i.- --ight and dimvn back 

a little upon a show of amendment in tbe King, be received ffrom 
the Prince and Duke of York (before Poz) so rough a cbai'ge of 
double-deaUng that it is now impossible be can close with us. I 
believe sincerely that be bates Pitt beyond any man in England, 
and Pitt speaks most contumeliously of him in xn'ivate : yet you 
see they draw together admirably, and a joint interest wiU now, I 
think, keep them from separatiag. Adieu, my dear Lord, and do 
not desxDise tbe little interests of tbis island from comx^arison with 
tbe magnitude of tbe territory you are governing, as I trust we 
shall one day bave you take an independent share in them at 
home. In all situations. Believe me, &c., 

Rawdqn. 

The whole of tbe Prince of Wales’s party professed to entertain 
doubts similar to those intimated by Lord Eawdon, but they were 
totally without foundation. Dr. Warren, one of tbe physicians, who, 
actuated perhaps by x^litical feebngs, had always held tbe most 
desponding language, had as early as February 17tb signed a 
bulletin statmg tbe King to be convalescent ; on tbe 19tb tbe 
Chancellor moved to postpone tbe Regency Bill ; on tbe 27tb tbe 
bulletms were discontinued ; on March 2nd tbe comx^lete restora- 
tion of His Majesty was announced to both Houses; and tbe 
Session was formally opened on tbe lOtb by a speech from tbe 
throne debvered by Commission. It is quite true tbat tbe King 
gave repeated audiences to liis Ministers, before be admitted tbe 
Prince and tbe Duke of York to bis presence ; but tliis arose from 
tbe disj)leasiire be felt at their conduct. 
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Eight Hoh. Heney Dundas to Eael Coenwallis. 

[Received July, 17890 

My DEAE LoKD, London, Feb. 20, 1789, 

My last letter to yonr Lordsliip was on the 13tli of July, 
before my departure for Scotland. I remained tliere till called to 
town on account of the King’s calamitous illness, and since that 
|i.-uiod v.\- lia. e been emxdoyed about nothing but the EegencyEill, 
will.;!!, Iiiivii:g passed the House of Common- as |■i■oj.o.SL■(l l.\ Y r. 
Pitt, is now in the House of Lords, where rw-i-yiliing is liic-.vvise 
carried by a decided majority. But within these few days things 
have taken a most wonderful change. The King is so well as to 
render it now very probable that no Eegency Bill wdl be necessary. 
Upon this I need not enlai-ge, as Lord Sydney and other friends 
will write to you. 

Prom the situation of the Grovernment, nothing of moment has 
passed at any of the public offices. At my oivn office ive have 
gone on as usual, to revise and alter or approve the despatches sent 
to us from the India House, aud the ship wliich carries this will 
carry you rr'’-vr:- ■ :« .1 • • Busiuess of all other land has 

stopped at I'.--’' ■. I! • • .. neither Medows’s apxiointment 

to Madras, nor a successor to him, has yet taken place. Tlie fact is, 
that it was a. decided point with the Prince of Wales the moment he 
became Eegent to dismiss aU his father’s servants ; and of course' 
looking every moment to be the last, of remaining in office, I 
had no disposition to mge the Directors to take any steps for the 
jiroviding their G-overnments, nor were they, under such circum- 
sfances, very much disposed to do anything but wait passively for 
events. Mr. Sheridan was fixed upon for my successor, both at the 
Navy Pay Office and the Board of Control. It would not become 
me to say anythmg of the propriety of the appointment of my 
successor, but I may say without arrogance, that the prospect of 
that appointment did not give much satisfaction either to the 
public at large or to the East India Company in jiarticular. Sir 
Jolm Macpbcrson bin- given in his resignation. He is a right-hand 
mail w iili i Pi-ii!c? oi‘ Wales, ^ and suppo-od to be very deep in his 
counsels, rather more so than jni\ l.io-ly t;.v;c;pt IH. Sheridan. Sir 
John’s successor "Y v-.-f rr-r--r"!---d : upon I l-v- 

recommended J( ■ .. ■■ I * ■ \ - r 

agree to it or not ; the Chairman has engaged to try it, but is appre- 

^ This intimacy with tbe Prince continued for several yeare. At last it ceased, but no 
reason was ever assigned. 
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lieiisiye of tlie objection of bis being so young a servant in comparison 
of many others. That is in truth no objection, and I hope they 
will feel it so. If the King get round again so quick as to prevent 
a change of Government, I trust I shall have influence enough to 
prevail on the Directors to adopt Mr. Duncan. If that event does 
not happen to prevent a change, your Lordship will conceive that 
of course my interference would neither be proper nor available. 

. . . Everything you have done and the opinions you enter- 

tain coincide in everytliing with my own. I hope soon to hear 
from you that our measures at home to give you now and hereafter 
a comj)lete European establislnnent of troops, enabled you finally 
to settle that business to your own satisfaction. I can assure you 
I never in my life had so much trouble about a piece of business. 
I approve very much of the settlement you have made of the 
exchange for the pmpose of brmging home the debts ; the measure 
is a very favourite one with me, and of course it became my duty 
to give you every aid to forward. It is perhaps not the worse 
that the debts come home gradually, at least ft the prospect of 
peace remains ; but if that was interrupted, it would be very in- 
convenient for you to have such a load of debt upon your revenues 
in India. 

I long for your final report upon your establishments. It is 
highly essential to have that, point fixed, so that they may he 
declared in terms of the Act of Parliament. By the first ships that 
sail for Madras and Bombay we send out their final establishment ; 
they are now before me sent up by the Directors within these few 
days. The final settlement of yours only waits the expected report 
from you. . . . 

By the present ships you wiU receive onr sentiments on some 
of the important measures of your Government. I give entire 
approbation to your regulations respecting the Collectors and the 
Courts of Adawlet, and I trust the suggestions I have thrown out 
upon the subject of the regulations for the weavers wiU meet 
your approbation, for I have made them from a perfect conviction 
that they tend to make yom- own system more complete. . . . 

If the King gets so quickly round as to prevent a change of 
Government, and we get again firmly on our legs, yon wiU very 
soon hear from me again on several subjects : ft not, my next letter 
will be a farewell letter with many thanks for all the good you. 
have done ; and expressing my earnest hopes and entreaties that 
happen what will at home, yon will not, before your intended time, 
deprive the publick of your exertions to complete the salvation of 
India. 
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Remember me kindly to Boss, Shore, and all yonr other worthy 
<madjiitors, and I remain, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 


Sir WiLLiAjM Fawcett, K.B., to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789-] 

My dear Lord, London, Marcli 7, 1.789. 

Though I make no doubt but that the joyful tidings of our 
Royal Master’s most happy and providential recovery from liis late 
illness, uill have aheady been forwarded to your Lordship from 
official authority, yet I cannot let pass this opportunity, without 
availing myself of it, to ■ ■ you on an event so highly 

important to tliis country r . i i.* i same time so singularly 
critical, as it happened a few days only before the Regency Bill 
had passed both Houses of Parliament. I was at Kew yesterday, 
and had the honour of a long conversation with His Majesty in the 
Gardens, when I had the happiness of finding His Majesty in as 
perfect health in every ro-peci us T. •■•vc;v -uw him in my whole life. 
Amongst a variety of oilier puitlic mi>!4i''i.:i< which are thns, hy the 
intervention of Providence, most hajipily prevented, that of the 
intended general promotion in the army is one, and that not the 
least ; especially as, had it once taken place, it could hardly ever 
have been remedied, . . . 

Lord Lothian, who was particularly active in thA InfA p'^h'fmnl 
bustle, will be dispossessed of the Gold Stick, and I . 

command of his regiment of Life Guards by Lord Dover, ^ and the 
Irish Dragoon Guards will be offered in exchange to Lord Lothian. 
Several other changes are talked of, bnt the particnlars of them 
your Lordsliip will, without doubt, be informed of from better 
authority than any I have it in my power to give you. 

I remain, &c., 

■William Fawcett. 


^ Joseph, onlv Lnvd tv^-d _ . _ 

iited Sept. 18. - . ■ 

Hfirdvvicke; i auu \joionel iat 

Life Guards; b. June 24, 1724, d. Dec. 2, 
1792; m, June 22, 1783, Christiana Char- 
lotte, dau. of Hans, Baron de Stocken, of 
Denmark, and widow of the Baron de Boot* 
laien, a Dutch noble, A.D.C. to the Duke 


of Cumberland at Fontenoy. After considei’- 
able military “ ■ ' ’ . ■ 

i ! .■ ‘i ;,ill war broke out, 

i Id.l*. lor East Grinstead from 
Nov. 1747, to March, 1761 ; for Dr>ver to 
June, 1774; aad for Grampound to July, 
1780. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

Gentlemen, Fort WilUam, Aug. l, 1780. 

I think it my duty, in addition to the communications that 
yon will receiTe in the despatches from the Board, and in my 
letters to the Court of Directors, of the nature of my different con- 
ferences with the Nizam’s vakeel, Meer Ahul Kassim,^ to inform 
yon that the vakeel on ail occasions expressed a strong desire on 
the part of his master to enter into new engagements with this 
Government, and was in particular extremely solicitons that the 
Company shonld agree, on conditions to be discussed, to furnish a 
mnch larger body of troops for the Nizam’s assistance than that 
wliich was stipulated by the treaty of 1768. 

After having been repeatedly urgent on this head, he asked 
me on the day on which he took his leave, whether a proposal to 
form a connexion between his Highness and the Company, similar 
to that which actually subsists between this Government and the 
Vizier, would be hstenecl to. But upon my informing him with 
every expression of my own personal goodwill to his master, and 
with the strongest assurances of the friendly disposition towards 
him on the part of the Company, that I •was not authorized during 
the present general tranquillity in India to form new treaties with 
any native power whf\tever, he requested that what he had said 
should only be considered as a private suggestion of his own wishes, 
and not as an official proposition. It may, however, be almost 
needless to remark that he was probably possessed of sufficient 
power to negotiate, if his advances had met with any encourage- 
ment. ... J 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henrv Dundas. 

[Private and GoufidentuiL] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Aixg. 8, 1789. 

* I flatter myself that yon will give me credit for feeling the 
most sincere joy at th^' .-^our beloved Sovereign, and at 

the contmuance of ,■ whose measures have proved 

so advantageous and so glorious to Britain. I cannot sufficiently 
admire the conduct of IMr. Pitt upon thih trying occasion, and am 

...j ■entiary when peace 

1792- d, 1805. 


1 Meer Abul Kassiiu, better known as 
Meer Allum. He was the Nir.ani’s nunistuv, 
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much pleased to find that it made a proper impression upon the 
nation at large. 

I have written so fully on the public business to the Court of 
Dhectorsj and to the Secret Committee, that I have not much at 
present to say to you in addition to it. Little progress, as you 
must have expected, has been liitherto made in the business of 
Cuttack ; but should the Marattas at any time engage heartily in 
a negotiation for giving us that province by an exchange of terri- 
tory, you wfil see from Mr. Malet’s letter, dated March 28, that we 
can very well spare many things to them on the Malabar Coast. 

By aU accounts Holland is in every manner doing infinite mis- 
chief both to the interest and reputation of the Company. In par- 
ticular I suspect strongly that the late expedition commanded by 
Colonel Stuart against the brothers called the Mundahs, who were 
in possession of the Shevagamga cmintry. wn« undertaken and 
ordered by him upon principles iiighly dcirimeiiiul to the interests 
of the Madras Government, and disgraceful to the national cha- 
racter. 

Enclosed I send to you a copy of a letter (dated April 8, 1789) 
that I wrote to him when he first communicated his intention to 
me, with a view to put him on his guard ; and I was sincerely 
sorry that I could not with propriety interfere with more eificacy. 
It is also a great evil to the public that he can have no authority, 
for there seems to be an universal clamom* against him at Madras ; 
and the general wish of aU ranks is for Medows, who is much be- 
loved and highly respected at Bombay. 

The Court of Directors have given me a miserable Counsellor 
in my poor friend Speke.^ He is in his private character a worthy, 
honest man, but very weak, and open to the solicitations of indivi- 
duals to support their most ruinous jobs, and totally unacquainted 
with all the business of this country, except making silk. He will 
afford me about as much assistance as our friend Stuart, without 
havmg so gentlemanlike manners, which are of more use to a 
Supreme Counsellor than silk-making. 

Mr. Duncan is by far the most proper man in tliis country for a 
seat at the Supreme Board, and I must hope that you will exert 
yom’self most strenuously to get him appomted to succeed Mr. 
Shore, who certainly will leave us in December next. I shall write 
to this effect to H. Smith.® 

Peter Speke, b, 1745; d. Dec. 1, 1811. East India Director for many years, and 
His fathp, Captain Speke, commanded a ship Chainnan 1788-9. M.P. for Pontefract for 
in Admiral Watson’s action near Ghernau- a short time in 1783, and for Eochcster from 
•iagore. May, 1784, to June, 1790. 

2 Nathaniel Smith, d. May 6, 1794. An 
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Charles Grant’s children have been ill, and I am sorry to say 
that no consideration can detain him longer in India. I shall much 
lament his loss from the general assistance which I have received 
from him, hut in the commercial line it is irreparable. 

fn expect that you are to give him a pension, 
!■ '■■■ ■■ ; ■ . i!;- ■ •• mouey that he has got under the head of 

pay and presents. His flimsy cunning and shameless falsehoods 
seem to have taken in all j)arties ; believe me that those who trust 
the most in him will be the most deceived. He tells me in a letter 
that I received from him lately, that the field is as open to him as 
to any other person, to be my successor in this Government. On 
this I cannot help saying, that, as I must always take an interest 
about;': j".,-:- j -""-'t’n-, I hardly know any public 

event which is possible lo iii..: x -idd give me more concern 

than I should feel at his iilci.i< Vn.-icg r-s-dised, nor any measure 
respecting India that in my opinion wmild tend more in its conse- 
quences to vex and discredit both yon and Ulr. Pitt. You may be 
assured that under his management a relaxation of authority in 
Government, and a system of mean jobbing aiid peculation, would 
immediately take place ; and if in my time we shall have recovered 
any part of the national character for sincerity and honom* with the 
native powers, you may depend upon it that his duplicity and low 
intrigues amongst them would soon 'demolish it. His 

pretension to a knowledge of the reve' of this country, 

of which I have no doubt that he has talked much since his return 
to England, is really most laughably ridiculous, and is of a piece 
with the rest of his character, for I do not believe that there is a 
boy in the service so grossly ignorant of it in every respect : he 
does not even know the commonest revenue terms. He sometimes 
made ii good roanlntion by the advice of J. Duncan, but never had 
the .-jiii-ii lo ciiroi/ee it; nor had he a mind sufficiently upright to 
avail iiimseh, to any purpose, of such counsel as Duncan was always 
ready to give him. 

I always think it right to give you my sentiments plainly and 
fully upon these points, as I have no doubt of your considering them 
as private and confidential, for the use of yourself and Mr. Pitt only. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My dear Lord, August, 1789. 

In regard to the political part' which you thought it right to 
take in the late mchiuclnjly siiuation of affairs, I cannot avoid 
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acknowledging that few things could haye given me greater 
concern. 

I know yon to have the nicest sentiments of liononr and in- 
tegrity, and I gveatly respect your judgment, yet I am not entirely 
■without apprehension that on that occasion it was somewhat warped 
by pique and ill-humour on one side, and persuasion, open arms, 
and a laudable desire to provide for some friends on the other. 
Had I been upon the spot I should have thought it the duty of a 
friend to have stated my sentiments to you, and to have repre- 
sented what the impartial world would probably say upon your 
relative situation to the poor sick King, whose crown would un- 
doubtedly have been torn virtually from his head, or at least must 
have sat very xmeasy upon it, after his recovery, if a Eegent had 
I K 'i; 11 ii I ■ j oi ! : b d without restrictions. 


The die is now cast ; and although I thought our old friendship 
and your letter called upon me to say. so much, I shall be very 
delicate in troubling you in future with my sentiments on political 
subjects ; for I know from experience, that when people arrive at 
so pTOiit a dogrr.o of difference of opinion, both in regard to men 
and ns 1 am much afraid is the case at present between 

you and myself, frequent discussions of that nature seldom fail to 
irritate, and hardly ever succeed to convince. 

This can however make no kind of alteration in our private 
ffiendship, as I am persuaded that we mutually possess each other’s 
esteem. On my part I shall always have a pleasure in giving the 
warmest proofs of it on every occasion that may offer through life. 

Affairs here, at least as far as Bengal is concerned, continue in 
a good train. The French, as you mny probnbly have already heard, 
.are going to •withdraw their niiliiiiqv force iVom Pondicherry, and, 
maldng Mauritius their place of arms, leave notliing but commercial 
factories on this continent. However prudent tlus measure may be 
for their finances, it certainly will improve our consequence in the 
eyes of the native powers, and tend to confirm those pacific dispo- 
sitions which they seem at present to entertain. 

There is an universal clamo-ur at Madras against Hollond, who 
if he is not a wicked, is certainly a weak Governor. I have been" 
long impatiently looking out for Medows’s appointment ; but he 
inadvertently gave the Court of Directors reason to complain, mth 


some colour of 
bend Dundas ■' 
removal toMoirr/i-s. 
ruined at Bombay. 


t-wards them, and I appre- 
■: != '. ■ ■ carrying the point of his 

In the mean time poor Abercromby is literally 
Believe me, Ac., 


Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My Lord, Fort wmiam, Aug. 0, 178f). 

I lost no time, after being liononred with yonr Lordship’s 
letter dated the 28th March, 1788, in notifying His Majesty’s plea- 
sure to all the officers in the King’s and Company’s service in tins 
country, that the brevets of advanced local rank which had been 
granted to field-officers in His Majesty’s service should cease to 
operate after the 29th day of September, 1789 ; and that His Majesty 
had be'^’" phased to order that brevet commissions of 

King’s !■■ ■■ under certain restrictions, be issued to all 

the officers in the service of the Honourable Company. 

His Mojjesty’s field-officers could not but feel some degree of 
mortification and disappointment at bemg now deprived of the ad- 
vanced brevet rank, which part of them have long enjoyed in this 
country ; but being sensible that the measme had been adopted 
from considerations of public utility, those who have stated their 
feelings on the occasion have done it in the most decent language ; 
and on the 29th of September next the order will, from the whole 
of the King’s field-officers in this country, meet with the most re- 
spectful obedience. 

I have issued brevet commissions of King’s local rank to all the 
officers now employed in the Honom^able Company’s service in 
India, according to the terms of His Majesty’s Instructions ; and I 
have the pleasure to say that they have been received with a due 
sense of the honour and distinction which has been thus conferred 
upon them. The officers on the Bengal establishment have requested 
that their most grateful thanks may be offered to His Majesty for 
this substantial mark of the Eoyal favom* and condescension ; and 
I have no reason to doubt that the officers on the establishment of 
Kort St. C. r.-r] L, .-.liov are less desirous to express their 
warmest ! .. is my duty to beg that your Lordt 

ship will be pleased to convey these sentiments to His Majesty. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Aug. 9, 1789. 

I received your letter of the 21st of Kebruary, for which I 
am much obliged to you. The subsequent confirmation of His 
Majesty’s perfect recovery has on every account, both public and 
VOL. I. 2 E 
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private, given me greater joy and satisfaction than I can express. 
The Parliament and the nation have shown gi’eat virtne, but that 
there should be some exceptions is not surprising. I have long 

since known to be void of principle, and have only kept up 

an appearance of connexion Avith him, because I thought I might 
be of some use to his family. Of the Duke of Northumberland, I 
have never changed my sentiments about him since I knew liim 

Pt-r u'-v" -thh-^T years ago. But ’s ingratitude seriously 

s'.- -. li. :: : j i-inciple and sentiments of honour : where has 

he disposed of them ? 

The Nizam’s ambassador, who w^as lately here, complained in 
the strongest terms of the insult wliich had been offered to his 
master, by the neglect of returning an answer to the letter which 
he wrote to the King when he sent the ! -ril • ■f - rkr.n'! 1 ; and 
he declared that the Nizam could not r i:-:.-!' <■ '" -h an 

affront, but was determined to write a.;.;’’i : ■ !!■' 'I state 

his feelings, and to represent that he -s he 

could obtain an answer to bis letter. I thought it much better 
that he should write no more, and therefore agreed to take it upon 
myself that he should have an answer. It may of com’se be written 
i-. p- ■ : v . i.'imeaning jargon of this country. If you should 
:i .ij ; -I:;. I getting it put into Persian, you may send the 
proper paper with the King’s signature to me, with an English 
copy of the letter, or the heads of a letter only, if it should be more 
convenient, and I will have it translated into Persian. I men- 
tioned to Mr. Dundas the sort of present which might be sent in 
the King’s name, and Avould help to remove all recollection of 
grievances. 

Moharick al Dmvlah, our Nabob of Bengal, sent me a letter of 
congratulation to the .King on his recovery, with the customary 
nnzzer (present) to a crowned head of 101 gold molim’S. He like- 
Avise sent a ridiculous letter, with a present of 7000 rupees, for Dr. 
Willis, and 7000 rupees to be distributed to t^ie poor in the neigh- 
bourhood of the King’ s palace. It occurred to me that sending 
home the money would ji' luaM} idle >vc.!vies as the Nizam’s 

diamond; that70'.'" ni'-i.-i.s wouid I.-,- cliaiig^jd into 7000 or perhaps 
70,000 pounds; and that the letter to Dr. Willis might be very 
much laughed at. In addition to this, Mobarick is as poor as a rat 
(I do not mean on© of the new-fashioned rats), and Avaiits 7000 
rupees as much as any man. I therefore returned the presents, 
assuring the Nabob that it was not the custom in England to make 
any on such occasions, as Avell as the letter to Dr. Willis, and 
promised to transmit that which is addressed to His Majesty. 
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The inhabitants of this settletnent were very desirous of sending 
home a congratulatory address ; but although the j)reseiit is of all 
possible cases the most unexceptionable, yet I thought it was better 
not to establish a precedent that might give rise to addresses of a 
very dilferent nature, and persuaded them to be satisfied with illu- 
minations, music, &c., &c. Hollond was^of the same opinion as 
myself, without any previous communication, but had not weight 
enough to stop an address from Madras. I must now request that 
you will assure His Majesty that his subjects in Bengal are not 
behindhand -with their brethren at Madras, or with those in any 
other part of the world, in sentiments of the purest loyalty and 
warmest affection. 

I am, my dear Lord, with the most sincere good wishes to Lady 
Sydney and all your family. Yours &c. 

Qoenwallis. 


Aug. 13. 

Since I wrote the foregoing the Nabob Vizier has sent likewise 
a complimentary letter, with pecuniary presents for the same pur- 
poses, hut to a much greater amount than Mobarick, viz. 25,000 
rupees to Dr. Willis, and the same to charitable purposes. I have, 
as before, promised to forward the letter, and civilly declined tlie 
money. I received letters of congratulation to the King, and 
nuzzers, from Hassan Eeza Khan, the nominal, and Hyder Beg 
Khan, the real Minister of the Vizier ; but I have not transmitted 
their letters, as I do not apprehend that in point of etiquette they 
ought to write to His Majesty. I have therefore acquainted them 
that His Majesty shall be informed of the senthnents of joy which 
they express on the happy event of the recovery of his health. 

Earl Corxwallis to , Esq. 

SlE, Gtilcutta, Aug. 10, 1789, 

My personal esteem for you, and my sincere regard for my 
hiend the Duke of Grafton, made me feel the deepest concern at 
bemg tinder the necessity of removing your son from his collector- 

ship of . From his general good character, and from other 

circumstances, I do not attribute his behaviour to corrupt motives ; 
yet his official misconduct was of such a nature, that I could not 
save him, without marking a pnrtiality w'hich must have destroyed 
all respect for my Government. But althongh unfortunately mine 
is the duty of the rigid judge, an affectionate father has another 

2 E 2 
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part to act. It is for you to believe your son innocent of all moral 
wrong ; and wben you lament that the error into ■which he has 
fallen must materially affect liis fortune, do not aggravate the 
calamity, vdiich God knows is severe enough, by the addition of 
your unldndness. I &c., 

» Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to John Woodhouse,' Esq. 

■ Sir, Calcutta, Aug. 10, 1789. 

I have been favoured with your letters dated 17th July, 1788, 
and 10th March, 1789. I received the latter but two days ago ; and 
although I am, just at the despatch of the Swallow, too much hurried 
to answer it fully by tliis conveyance, yet from your obliging ex- 
pressions towards myself, and from the attention which I wish to 
pay to a person of your respectable character, and who has been so 
many years in the Direction, I cannot let the ( ii'csent o]i]iortmi:'ty 
pass without sending you a few lines in explaniitk'i) of iJ;-.,- lriiii<- 
action of which you complain. 

I . _ commercial Resident at , from which 

static i. I I- v.- about a year’s trial, I was under the neces- 
. sity of removing him, on account of his incapacity to manage the 
business of that aurung, and his repeated and obstinate disobedience 
of the orders of the Board of Trade. The whole detail of the cir- 
cumstances of this transaction are on our Proceedings, which I will 
get abstracted for you, and transmit by one of the first ships of the 

season. Mr. , although there was no irqnitntion on his honoiu 

or integrity, was certainly let down easily by being appointed 

Resident at , and received more favour u'om this Government 

than his official conduct entitled him to. 

His successor at soon showed us what might he done by 

capacity and exertion, and in little more than a twelvemonth, nearly 
restored that most valuable aurung, which had been ruined by long 
mismanagement, to its former flourishing condition. 

In regard to Mr. ’s eventual succession to Beauliah or 

Malda, no ojpportunity has offered for its taldng place since I have 
been in India ; for when Mr. Grant was removed from Malda it was 
necessary that his successor should take the unexpired term of his 

contract before the end of which, Mr. had been promoted to 

, and given no favourable specimen of his abiliiics; but I 

fairly own to you that if a vacancy had happened, I should hardly 

^ John Woodhouse, many years an East India Director. 
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liavo ttoiiglit myself justified in appointing Mm to either of those 
Eesidencies, for he has had no experience in making silk, which 
important article forms a considerable part; of the provision of the 
investment at both these places. 

It is true that by the long existence of the ccmtract system, so 
fev?' of the Company’s servants had an opportunity of obtaining 
commercial knowledge, that I have been under the necessity of 
appointing gentlemen to manage silk as well as other aurungs, 
who have had no experience, but then they apj)eared to me to be 
persons of quickness and exertion, wMch talents Mr. unfor- 

tunately does not possess. Before I conclude I must beg leave to 
observe, that I do not conceive any man can have behaved with 
more proper respect to the Court of Directors than I have done 
ever since I have held my present station; but 1 must freely 
acknowledge that before I accepted the arduous task of governing 
tMs country, I did understand that the practice of naming persons 
from England, to succeed to offices of great trust and importance 
to the public welfare in this country, without either knowing or 
regarding whether such persons were in any degree qualified for 
such offices, was entirely done away. If unfortunately so pernicious 
a system should be again revived, I should feel myself obliged to 
request that some other ]3erson might immediately take from me 
the responsibility of governing these extensive dominions, that I 
might preserve my own character, and not be a witness to the ruin 
of the interests of my country. j 

COENWALLIS. 

The Governor-General in Council to the Court op Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wniiam, Aug. lo, 1789. 

. . . W, r. ’ -'i-’! ,st among the private 

instances of gen .>- -i b-, ■ > ■■■, • were exhibited on 

the day that was fixed for celebrating His Majesty’s recovery, Coja 
Cacheek Arakeel, an Armenian, deserves particular notice. He 
was not contented with testifying as others did Ms pleasure at the 
event by filumination and other public demonstrations of joy, but 
he also took that occasion to do an act of uncommon charity, by 
paying the debts of, and releasing no less than one hrauhed and. 
tliirty unfortunate people, prisoners for debt in the jail of the Court 
of Bequests. are, Ac. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lord Hawkesbury. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Aug. 10, 1789. 

I Lave been bononred with your letter of Jan. 6, since wbicb 
tlie gloomy prospect wbicb then bung over tbe affabs of Britain bag 
been most happily dispelled, and everything now promises to go on 
in its usual, and I trust prosperous channel. 

I have the pleasure of Imowing Mr. Beachcroft, and should be 
glad on his own, as well as on your Lordship’s recommendation, to 
show a kindness to his son, who is a young man of good character. 

I doubt however very much whether he has had sufficient 
experience in the commercial hue, to enable him to manage so 
difficult and so very important an auning as Taickipore. which is 
almost the only one of any magnitude |! ■ -|. ■ -i - of 

coarse cloths which do not interfere wit- 1 l!.\ P'-iiMi 

If in the course of the ensuing winter, an opportunity should 
offer of appointing Mr. Beachcroft to a (’oimucrcial Ih-ideiicy, in 
which he would be likely to succeed, I shah be very glad to do it. 
But here, my Lord, we are in the habit of looldng for the man for 
the place, and not for the place for the man. 

I have never heard of yonr clerical friend Mr. Holhngbury, but 
unless he was sent out by the Court of Directors, I could not have 
it in my power to promote him. 

Mrs. Johnson is now better, but she was very much mortified, 
hr.r- nr •'••p-;-— of testifying her loyalty by coming to 
i- ‘ •! •• '.i--- I gave on the 28th ultimo, in celebration 

of the joyful event of His Majesty’s recovery, as she was at that 
time very much indisposed. j 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, Aug. u , mo . 

We tried onr hand at illnminations here on the evening of 
the day appointed for the celebration of His Majesty’s recovery, 
when the army fired what is called a feu de joie, and I gave a 
concert and supper to the whole settlement, but unluckily, after 
we had made all our preparations, and flattered onrselves that we 
should ifval the most brilliant part of London, just about sunset 
there came on a most violent torrent of rain, which lasted the 
greatest part of the night, and put out our lamps almost as fast as 
we could light them. We must now hope the good intention will 
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be taken for tbe act ; tlie supper, wbich. could not be put out by 
the rain, was a very good one ; some of the gentlemen who stayed 
late however were nearly extinguished by the claret; seven of 
the finest ladies of the place and twelve gentlemen sang the 
Coronation Anthem, so that upon the whole you see that it was a 
magnificent business. 

The accounts I receive of you from Mr. Hayes, the B. of Lich- 
field, and indeed everybody that knows you, give me 
joy and satisfaction; and now the greatest happiness I ' : ■ ■ > ; 

forward to in tliis world is our meeting, which I trust will be in 
May or June, 1791, not quite a year and a half from the time that 
this letter will probably reach you. Grod bless you, iny dearest 
Charles, may you be as weU and as happy as I wish you, and you 
will not desire any more. p am most truly 

Your affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennawav. 

Sir, Fort William, Aug. 26, 1789. 

. . . Tippoo’s letter to the Nabob of Karnoul,^ is de- 
scriptive of.liis general character of bigotry to his religion, and 
jealousy and hatred of Europeans, though perhaps his enmity to our 
nation may be jiarticulnrly predominant. 

You will inibrii-i i!u- Xi/.-:';) and the Minister, that I consider the 
communication of the letter as a confidential mark of their cor- 
diality, to which I shall always be happy, wlien ojiportunities offer, 
to make suitable returns. 

It would be inconsistent with the good faith which we wish to 
observe in all our treaties or transactions with the Frhices of liis 
country, to engage in intrigues or correspondence with the tribu- 
taries or dependents of any power with whom we are at peace, and 
you therefore acted properly and judiciously in declining to meet 
the advances that were made to you by the Nabob of Karnoul ; 
although there are many circumstances that we could plead to 
excuse a want of forbearance of that nature with regard to Tippoo. 

You will how^ever observe the same rule in all similar cases that 
may occur, though it will be proper in such instances that you 
should clearly explain to the parties concerned, that this Govern- 
ment does not avoid a connexion with them from being indifferent 
to them friendship, or insensible of their merit in sliowmg a partiality 


A petty Mohamraedan Prince subject to the Nizam. 


424 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XL 


to tlie Company; but that we are precluded at present from 
contracting the engagements that they may desire, by considerations 
of j--:. ' r.;. I ■■■■ ■. :1 1 o ■■ ’OP. which do not admit of any deviation 

on ■ pi, ': \ .• existing treaties, whilst they continue 

to be observed by the Princes of this country vdth whom they have 
been made. . . . 

My desire is that your public language and manner sliould 
be extremely guarded, and free from all appearance of inve- 
teracy or aversion to Tippoo’s vakeels or to their master; and 
though it will not be proper’ that the advances should be made by 
you, I do not wish you to decline living upon terms of common 
civility, or even your mutually visiting each other, if it should be 
proposed by them. And should fair opportunities offer in the 
course of occasional meetings, I have no objection to your throwing 
out as an opinion of your own, that there is no rooted antipathy 
against Tippoo in this Government." . . . 

It may be proper that you should know, that I have already 
declared to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
that in my opinion the Settlement of TelHcherry is not of value to 
the Company, either in a commercial or a political light, in any 
degrt'C of preiKM'liim to the expense and risk at winch it is maiii- 
laiiad: and f.;i>iis('«|Uoiuly that it would be a wise measiue to 
I'i-lintpiisli it eilhev ibi- an advantageous equivalent, or eVen when it 
can he done "without discredit. 

The province of Cuttack is one of the few districts in this 
country which it would be desirable to add to the present possessions 
of th‘=‘ Ce"‘'’\"ry. 

■! ' : : I ■■•'i'- ■ - have been agitated at Poona, for 

obfei:'ii' ;■ :l : : ( -i •. . t* ■ schange of territory ; and with that 

view Mr. Malet was authorized to mention as a thought of Ids own, 
that the Peshwa’s administration might in some transaction with 
Tippoo, obtain a valuable consideration for engaging to procure for 
him the surrender of TeUicherry from us. No progress, however, 
was made in that negotiation ; and it appears to me not entfrely 
impossible that an opening may offer, during the residence of 
Tippoo’s vakeels at Hydrabad, for effecting our purpose of getting 
rid of TeUicherry with credit and advantage, still more conveniently 
by the means of a negotiation with the Nizam. . . . 

I tliink it possible that in the course of conversation upon 
that subject^ with the Minister, you may find an opening to 
say in an unaffected manner, that you are sorry that from the 

etiGouras;cuicnt falsuly supposed to have been ffiveii by the Company to some of 
fi}>poe’s tributaries, o j i j 
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situation of Telliclierry, Tippoo’s jealousy of our. interference 
between liini ancl liis tributaries may be incurable, and that in your 
• opinion it would be extremely desirable that some arrangement 
could be made, by which the Nizam should give the Company a 
proper compensation for TeUicherry; and that Tij)poo should in 
some form or other give His Highness a sufficient equivalent for 
surrendering his rights in that settlement to him. 

Should the Minister adopt the idea with earnestness, you may 
encom-age liim to make some specific proposition of an equivalent 
to be allowed to the Company by the Nizam (and it could easily 
be done by a deduction from the peshcush), for giving him the 
disposal of TeUicherry, to be forwarded to me ; but should he 
appear disinclined to enter into a negotiation of that nature, or 
even hear what you may throw out upon it with seeming indiffe- 
rence, it will not be proper for you to touch upon the subject again, 
unless it should be revived by himself. 

By some accounts that I have received from the Southern parts 
of the Carnatic, the Eajah of Travancore appears to be much 
alarmed at the warhke preparations that Tippoo has been making 
for some time past, in his neighbourhood at Coimbatore. But as 
Tippoo is weU aware that an attack upon any part of the country 
of Travancore would be looked upon by this Government as an act 
of hostility against the Company, and as you have seen no reason 
to !i])])i-chciid (hid I'lO oidcrtams any design at presentdo break with , 
us, ! hope iliid (lie IJiijiili will -o<.<n s(:c lliat his fears have been 
without foundation. ... j 

COENWALLIS, 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Palmer. 

Sir, Fort William, Aug. 26,, 1789. 

Candour obliges me to acknowledge, that the Yizier’s general 
conduct towards Scmdia for several years past, must have been 
considered by the latter as nnaccommodating, and to a certain 
degree provoldng. But at the same time great aUowance should 
be made for the feelings of a Prince of his Excellency’s rank and 
dignity, at having been witness for a train of successive years of 
the perseverance with which Scindia has pursued schemes of 
unbounded ambition and avarice in Hindostan. 

I cannot therefore admit upon the most partial consideration of 
their relative situations, that Scindia’s complaints against the Yizier 
are fomided upon such vahd grounds, as to justify his tluowing 
threats out of public resentment. 


t 
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For tlioiigh I do not approve of ids Excellency’s showing 
countenance or furnishing shelter to Scinclia’s professed political 
enemies, yet as those men have only become his enemies in conse- 
quence of his own ambition and a systematic plan of encroachment, 
the protection which may have been offered to some of them by 
the Yizier, cannot be viewed by any means in so offensive a light 
as if they had been native Marattas, or had been for a considerable 
time in a state of submission to the Maratta Government. 

It will be proper that you should take an early opportunity to 
discuss this subject fully with Scindia; and after claiming the 
credit to which we have so just a title, for the sincerity with which 
I have adliered to my professions to him since my arrival in India, 
in substantial maimer, by the 

-;r' ■* n ^ •’ ■- .•= • •» observed during several 

li- live.: i-.'.ii-’ - I .u : ' • :• i.. y-u will convey to liim the 

substance of what I have stated, in the most fiiendly and conciliatory 
language. I should wish you at the same time to be at pains to 
explaia to him, that although the general principles of his own 
political conduct, ought in my opioion to render him cautious in 
preferring public complaints against the Vizier, of the nature of those 
iliiit have ialely under discussion, yet that I am ready to allow 
lhat Jiis i lxi'irlleiicy’s behaviour to him on several occasions, has not 
been entirely blameless. And you may assm’e him that from that 
consideration, as weU as from my personal regard for liim, and my 
respect for the llaratta State, I shall always be ready to interpose 
my good offices with the Vizier, to obtain his acquiescence to aU 
Scindia’s reasonable requests. But you will always endeavom to 
make Scindia sensible, that should his Excellency’s aversion to such 
ncf I ’nay from time to time r-'v-u — pv.-.’-.- iuvin- 
‘i ' i' persuasion, it would noi ■ . i>. but 

■ in me to employ any other mode to induce an 
ji-'K. ■,.;■!!■ vm: are connected by the strictest ties of friendship 
and mutual interests, to comply with requisitions which, in my 
own opinion, cannot in strict justice be demanded from him. . , . 

Should Scindia, contrary to my expectations, ^declare that he will 
not overlook (or depend entirely on my interference to endeavour 
t-"' pr for) any friture similar grounds of complaint that 
i by the conduct of the Vizier, and shoiild think 

proper to express a resolution to show his resentment by any public 
acts, you are to recommend to him in civil but in the most explicit 
terms, to weigh very maturely the consequences that may follow his 
executing such a determination ; and notify to him, in a manner 
that cannot he misapprehended, that I shall consider any act of 
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injury or insult to the Vizier or his subjects, precisely in the same 
light as if it had been oifered to any of the immediate subjects or 
dominions of the Company. . . . 

The particular cn-cumstance of Scindia’s having become a 
principal on the side of the Marattas in the late treaty of Peace, 
and the long connexion which has now subsisted between him and 
this Government, has hitherto rendered it expedient to station a 
Eesident with him, though I must confess that it is somewhat 
problematical, whether the measure is necessaiy or advantageous to 
the Company. 

From the authority which seems to have been delegated by the 
Peshwa’s Government to Ali Behauder ^ and Tunkojee Holkar to 
interfere with Scindia in the management of the Maratta interests 
in Hindostan, it appears to be more than probable that he may 
resolve to relinquish 1'' :!i nli and either return to his 

own territories or repair to Poona, to endeavour to recover any 
credit that he may have lost with the principal members of the 
Peshwa’s administration. 

Should he come to eitlier determination, you are not to accede 
to any proposition for your remaining with both, or with either of 
the other Maratta chiefs; but when Scindia shall be ready to 
depart, you are to take leave of him with every possible public 
mark and demonstration of cordiality and ^ friendship, and to 
proceed with your assistant and escort and suite with all convenient 
despatch to Benares, where you will receive Such further instructions 
as may be judged proper by this Government. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Majou-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept. 18, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, 7, Sactville street, April 14, 1789. 

I had the pleasure in my last to acquaint you with the 
King’s convalescence: I have now still a greater satisfaction in 
assuring yon of his perfect recovery, which, God he praised, is 
complete m every respect. I need not, and indeed it is hardly 

^ Ali rTr.ndp.'>Ti of the Peshwa for himsdf in Rundelkund, which, after his 

IV. ji il' o, I'v ;■ woman. He death in 1802 at the siege of Kalinjar, were 

M,'!' iii =cv'rec i-'^'th'reirr.irpPoshwp, end «c;i:-.i hy ihi: Pod-w:; They r-e 

\v,;s ; i ;■ N.M !' w!! :! ii!i Oi " iV io vow in rho f i’ die C'. iii- 

"i ■ '■ ■ 1 j>ni.y, V::i Mi- ;;:v Sniy of 

: , Banda in Bundeikund. 
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possible for me to gwe you a just descriptiou of tbe universal joy 
wMcli has been testified, by ahnost tbe whole nation upon tins 
fortunate event. Mr. Pitt’s conduct tbrougbout tbe whole of tins 
very embarrassing situation has been so judicious and manly, that it 
has raised biyn still higher, if possible, in the estimation of the 
people than he was before ; the many difficulties he had to encoun- 
ter, and the influence of certain great persons, who stuck at nothing 
to gain over the majority to their side, was not sufficient to over- 
whelm him, and I think it does infinite credit to both Houses of 
Parliament, that nokvithstanding the above, and the very hopeless 
state of the King’s illness, which at one particular time made people 
almost despair of his recovery, they still held out firm, with very . 
few eveopfion?. nmor.gst which I am sorry to say that a very old 
hi'; r.d und of ours. Lord Lotlfian,was the most conspi- 

cuous. The many personal obligations which I understand lie lays 
under to His Majesty, and the very friendly footing on wliich the 
King was always pleased to put him, should have made him hesitate, 
whatever his opinions might have been, to have taken so active a 
part in Opposition, as he must have at least guessed, to speak the 
least harsh of the business, that should His Majesty recover (wliich, 
however improbahlo it might have appeared to liim, was yet fully 
possible), he would have been extremely shocked to have had all 
his old servants dismissed, and things done which could not have leen 
'undone; in short I cannot see how he can well defend himself, 
and indeed H. M. hal pretty strongly shown Ms sense of liis 
conduct, by • •• of the ffist things he did upon his 

recovery, 1 :* .sy i- . -at of Life Guards, and given them 

to Lord Dover, and offered lum a regiment of Dragoons upon the 
Irish establishment, 1 ij-h,' i- ■, : j >• to refuse. 

As I acquainted the Duke that a very good opportunity offered for 
a safe conveyance of a letter to you, I am in hopes that H. R. 
H. will devote one half-hour to that purpose. I am sorry to say 
that he stiU continues in the same style of life which has lasted 
the whole winter, and which if he does not soon change, neither his 
constitution or pocket can hold out, and we shall be obliged, as the 
sailors caU it, to cut and run for the Continent ; in short, my dear 
Lord, we take a long time to sow our wild oats, and I am sadly 
afraid we shall Jiever have a good crop, unless something tiuns up 
in our favour, to remove us from tins scene of riot and eternal 
dissipation. He has not shown me any yuu’ Irft--.-. ; p py 
however my duty to give you a hint to \ si;-.-. 

ha is heyond measure careless in leaving his letters about open upon 
the table, and I have lately had some complaints irom his corre- 
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spondents on that head : I very often remarked it when I was in 
Germany, and have frequently spoke to him upon it. I am not 
sufficiently informed to give you any tolerable account of the state of 
•j'loliticlcs rildicr at home or abroad ; everything seems to go on here in 
il;' ! ‘i(! coiir."-- : i !0 talk of war, though our alliance with Prussia may 
possibly lead us into one, as everything seems to be upon the stir 
on the Continent. The Emperor ^ is extremely ill and in a danger- 
ous way ; if he should die it would still add to the confusion, as 
there is no King of the Eomans : we shall, however, endeavour to 
keep ourselves out t^m jf pi-auce will let us we shall 

remain quiet. ‘I ■■■ ■ ' ■■ li;i> ' „ trinl begins agnin on Tuesday, 
I wish they would raise a tax upon all the audii;<M-s mid spectators, 
as I believe it is the only good we shall derive from it. The King 
goes to St. Pauhs on the 23rd, ^ which is to be a day of general 
thanksgiving throughout the whole kingdom. . . . 

Adieu, my dear Lord. Believe me to be ever, with the truest 
attachment, &c., . Geenville. 

A thousand thanks to you for yours of the 8th of Kov. 1788. 

Sm John Magphersox, Bart., to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept., 1789.] » 

My Lord, London, March 9, 1789. 

. . . Your Lordship will understand from the Company’s 

despatches that I have resigned theur service. The Board of Con- 
trol wrote a very handsome letter to the Court on the 26th of last 
month, stating their reason why my return to India in a secondary 
situation was inexpedient — ^having filled the first with the approba- 
tion of my employers, and having received their thanks. They 
accordingly recommended a remuneration on the part of the Com- 
pany of 2000Z. a-year, as my removal from the Government was 
not owing to any fault. At that moment the influence of adminis- 
tration was in a state of dissolution at the India House, and that of 
the ex-ministers, who had espoused my cause, was not established ; 
and opposite counteractions had their effect. The Mends of my 
predecessor and of Lord Macartney, were not well pleased to see so 
superior an attention paid to my interests ; and the connexions of 
those who were hmii by the reforms were not friendly. The issue 

1 He died Feb. 20, 1790 ; see ani.', 1785. At night the illuminations were general 

giyin,. _ ' i . ; ■ . ; , ■ 

Mini . ■ I, ■ , ' . ' 
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was curious. The main question could not be carried with cer- 
tainty. The opinion of law was taken, and my salary, with the 
present of 50,000 rupees, were granted.^ Mr. Pitt and the Duke of 
Portland were less pleased with the conduct of the Court than I 
was ; and though Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas knew that my opinion 
did not coincide mth theirs in recent politicks, they w^ere not the 
less urgent in my business. It was indeed their own; and as I 
have ohly received my legal rights, I imagine Mr. Pitt will still 
move for an annual establishment for me, either from the Company 
or in Parliament. He is apprised that from certain circumstances, 
I had pretensions to the salary of a higher rank than that of a 
Member of Council. . . . 

Your Lordship will know from your relations, that if there had 
been a change in Government, your Lordship wns to have been sup- 
ported. I have invariably adhered to my first declaration to your 
Lordship, relative to the support necessary and due to your admi- 
nistration. I have had many conversations with my Lord North 
on the subject, and I beheve your Lordship will find the Prince of 
Wales, who honours me sometimes with questions about India, as 
well disposed to your cause, if not more so, than he was some time 
ago. The Duke of York is steadily so. 

No successor is yet thought of to your Government ; and as I 
mentioned before, ygax Lordship will be anxious to have one before 
you have notice of his appointment. If I were ambitious of re- 
commencing an India campaign, the field is, I beheve, as open to 
me as to any person. . . . 

I sincerely wish your Lordship good health, a prosperous 
Government, and a safe return to your native land, and have the 
honour to he. With much respect, &c., 

John Macpheeson. 


P.S. — ^When I was leaving Bengal, the Vizier offered me some 
presents. I sent him word (through Colonel TTarpur, vrho br-thc- 
bye I have never seen in this countiy but iliat if liis .!lM‘.:.;l.l!.’Mcy 
or his minister sent me one of Saja swords and some ottai’ of roses, 
as specimens of the country manufactures, I would receive them 
and give them to the Prince of Wales, who had then honoured me 
with a letter. Since my arrival in this country I have presented 
them. They were of little value but as curiosities. They have 
been gimdously received — a circumstance which ennnot hut he agi’oc- 
able to the Vizier and his minister, if iiioiitionGd by your Lordship. 

' He claimed a pension of 20007., but he only receiyed the sum of 15,3017. 7s. 


1789. 


PARTY PEELINa IN ENGLAND. 


431 


Tlie whole of this letter is a string of gross misrepresentations. 
When Sir John wi’ote it^ he had been distinctly informed that on no 
consideration would he be allowed to return to India, and he was 
perfectly aware that nothing but a change of Government could 
have given him a chance of being appointed Governor-General. 
He looked for support from the Whigs, as the reward of having 
ratted to them on the Eegency question; but even among^that 
party, there were several whose claims wiu-c stronger than his. 

His resignation was a farce, for when he left India he was in 
fact legally out of the service, although he endeavoured to evade 
the law by sailing nominally for the Cape instead of to Europe 
dhect. 

His demand for a pension higher than that of Member of 
Council had already been rejected, both by the Board of Control 
and the Court of Directors, in the most unqualified manner ; nor 
had greater success attended his attempt to prove that the appoint- 
ment of Lord Cornwallis was illegal, and that in consequence he 
liimself was still Governor-General. 

Lieut.-General Grant to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept, 17S9.] 

My dear Lord, Saclmlljp street, March 18, 1789. 

I have not had resolution to take up the pen for some 
months : the country has been in such a situation from the King’s 
unfortunate state of health, and the consequences which might 
attend the continuance of that disorder were so uncertain, that it 
was impossible to form an opinion with any degree of precision, or 
to attempt with satisfaction to oneself to give an idea of what was 
likely to happen, to a friend at a distance. Eeports varied by the 
horn: ; party ran higher than was ever seen or heard of ; it would 
hardly have been safe — certainly not pleasant — to bring men of 
different sides to meet at dinners at a third place, if such a neutral 
place could have been found in London. The King’s disorder was 
observed at Windsor the 22nd of October, by Shr George Baker, ^ 
but he did not mention it at the time, and has been blamed for 
allowing His Majesty to go to the levee when he was not fit to 
j'.jjju'iir in The levee was short; he said nothing improper, 

I 'liT (e-cfyliody .^rrueJe with his looks, and thoEoreign Ministers 

informed theh resjiective Courts that the King was insane, and it 

1 U"’:-.-. Brc-t.. -=o ■-rcr-ir.'! Aug. 1722. d. .Tv.r-? I?!, 1899 : n. .Ti^ne 28, 1768, ' 

26, : ■ : i’ ■ .1 . ; II lv <»:’ i’hy- J: ;i- , -h::-. os' \U 

siei. '.'. ..i.'.S .vy. b. 
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was from abroad that liis madness was first publicly mentioned. I 
was in Scotland at tbe time. We all believed bim to be danger- 
ously ill, and expected then to bear of bis death by every post. 
W , ■ ■ ■ . .. . 1 Slf ;■ Baker told their friends in conversation that 
f-. ■ l\' ‘ .1 i ■■■- senses, and that tbe madness was of such a 

nature as never to be cured, and that be certainly Would remain 
in ai,state of insanity or idiotism during tbe remaining part of his 
life ; tbem opinion, openly enough given, though they did not go 
so far when examined by Committees of the Lords and Commons, 
undoubtedly influenced the conduct of Opposition to the last 
moment ; they would not bring themselves to believe that it was 
possible for the King ever to resume the Government. So much 
were they convinced of the fact, that notwithstanding the favour- 
able reports from Kew, they fixed the members for the Kegent’s 
administration on- Wednesday the 14th of February; and the very 
next day, February 15, the Chancellor moved for an adjommment 
in the House of Lords, and to postpone the further consideration 
of the Eegency Bill, as the lung’s health was restored, and 
that his perfect recovery would probably in a very short time 
enable His .Majesty to resume the Government. This happened 
critically about tlnee or four days at most, before the Prince was to 
take possession of the Government as Kegent : in that case Charles 
Fox and that party would have been fixed upon the Treasury 
Bench. Mr. Pitt and his adherents would every man of them have 
been turned out of office ; and I do not pretend to tell you when 
the King would have recovered, Notwithstanding all the precau- 
tions which w^ere taken, the resumption of regal power might have 
been attended with some difficulty. Indeed, Opposition might have 
had possession many weeks before, if they had not prolonged the 
business by long speeches hi ill-timed debates, wliich could answer 
no purpose but to delay their getting into power — ^the object which 
they anxiously wished for. Much time was lost by Mr. Fox throw- 
ing out in the House, that the Prince might claim his right to the 
Regency without the concurrence of Parliament — a doctrine which 
was broached originally before the meeting of Parliament by Lord 
Loughborough, when Fox was in Italy ; that prorhicod restrictions 
and long i ■ ■■■, ■■■.-.-y ■ ne of them. Biirk-,- of coiiis.:- .niiiiiy 

hours eve y -u i ■- ' For the good of the Minister, and 

the destru-' ■ ■ s'.-- v a second examination of physicians 

insisted upon, in hope - If .'.I !■ that the King’s reco- 
very was improbable ' ' '■ , .■ ’ that such a report might 

operate in, .on (In; minds and opinions of members of both Houses of 
p!i)-!i:iVi!-;i!T. ill which the inajoriiies hi;pt bigeili'-r m a most asto- 
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nisliing manner. Notwithstanding throats and promises in the most 
open and public manner, no impression was made upon the 
members ; and diniiig the course of the business, though the Oppo- 
sition consisted of a strong with the Prince and Duke of 

York at their, head, there were fewer rats than could have been 
expected, as the probability was that the whole power of the 
country, and particularly the patronage of the army and navy, 
%vould soon be vested in them. White’s Club, which is now in 
great repute, was a gTeat support to the Minister. Eighty-nine 
members of Parliament, who belong to the club, attended constantly 
and voted with Mr, Pitt. His friend Banlces,^ indeed, took the 
wrong side upon one question, to limit the time of restriction for 
maldng Peers, but he came back again ; the late Speaker’s illness 
occasioned a few days’ delay. In short, <•! !iii!liii>li<-ii,y of blunders 
and a number of lucky circumstances, v. Iili ih*' assistance of 
Dr. Willis, concurred to save this coimtry, and j)articularly the 
army, . , . 

The King is now at Windsor, does business as usual, and is as 
well as ever he w^as in his life. I think his recovery is in a great 
measure owing to a letter which Mrs. Harcourt® wrote to the Queen, 
recommending Dr. Willis, because several of her family, the cases 
of whom she stated fairly and openly, had recovered under his care ; 
and Willis was certainly sent for in consequence of that informa- 
tion. The moment he saw the Kang he said, if he was a subject, he 
should not hesitate to declare that it w^as a favomable case, and 
that he would recover ; but that he could not speak with such con- 
fidence about His Majesty, as lie did not know in what manner a 
khi'..;- iiiigbl be (l■.,■:!^ed; and that there were many things against him 
viiich (ii-.! iici , 1 ; . ply to a subject. The pulse, it seems, is not raised 
by insanity, and tlie King’s was at 140 ; during liis malady, when- 
ever the pulse fell he became cpiiet for a few hours at a time ; and 
since the fever has gmie off, and the pulse has fallen to 64, he is 
perfectly well and all the physicians agree, even Dr. Warren, 
that the King’s disorder was a fever, wliich occasioned a delirium, 
and not a madness, and tliat there is no more danger of a relapse 
than in the case of a common fever ; but to guard against unex- 


1 Henry Bankes, t. 1757, d. Dec. 17, 
1834; m. Aug. 18, 1784, Frances, dan, of 
William W'^oodley, Esq., of the Leeward 
Islands. M.P. for Corfe Castle from Oct. 
1780, to Feb. 1826; tben for Donset to 
1830. 

2 Mary,* wife of Maji>r-<li‘iii'-r:il (he Hon, 
William Harcourt, arterwards .‘Ini aiul Ja.st 
Earl Harcourt, dan. of William Danby, Esq., 
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pected accidents, I fancy a Regency wall be fixed in tbe course of 
this session, in case the calamity should again happen, and I rather 
tliink a dissolution of Parliament wiU follow. 

Tuesday the 10th, when Commissioners were appointed by His 
Majesty, and the Chancellor in the King’s name made a speech to 
both the Houses of Parliament, every house in London was illumi- 
nated, and the town from one end to the other a lamp of light ; 
and all the villages round followed the example. There was no 
mob and no confusion, though every street and lane were so full of 
people that one might have walked upon their heads from Charing 
Cross into the City, or to Hyde-park Corner. I could not get to 
White’s from my house in. a carriage. There was a ball that night 
at Lord Sydney’s,^ and many of the company could not get there 
till morning. Mr. Pitt’s carriage was stopped an hour and a half 
at the head of the Haymarket, in attempting to go to the ball ; he 
got out and walked to White’s, where he supped, and when he 
inquhed at two o’clock about his carriage, the answer was, that the 
carriage was just where he left it. We were thirteen at supper 
that night, who agreed that the club should give a ball upon the 
King’s recovery at the Pantheon. We subscribed and paid ten 
guineas a-T>ieco, aip-jinted Lords Chesterfield® and Coventry^ 
managers, rc'd dnv.crcd the subscription to be opened for two hun- 
dred members, which was to be closed on Thursday the 19th, 
whether it was fuU or not. The expense must have fallen upon 
the original seventeen; four other gentlemen did not choose to 
follow their exsmplc. ..V good nmii y .'uli.sciibed next day and the 
day following, bill S 0 M 10 (;nniu)ii< gomiomon kept off, and the list 
was not full till Wednesday the 18th. A great many came upon 
the Thursday, and were much disappointed upon fining that the 
number of subscribers was complete, and that they were precluded. 
The ladies are all to be dressed in white and gold ; on the front of 
their caps they are to have a motto of “ God save the King,” in 
gold letters. The Prince and Duke of York were offered tickets, 

‘ T..-yd .yrir.-ryvrl r Ov:.r.;v:iv. b. April 26, 1722, <J. Sept. 3,1809; m. 

2 i’ is;.’, i-.r'.-:! iC.i;., ;>. 1st, March 5, 1752, Maria, dau. of .Tohn 

Nov. 'It', I'l V;. ..1. 1-..”:; S:-. i.-t, fimmisiir. F.sn., nf fInstiR C'lOtR, Slip sinrl 

Sept. 16, 1777, Anne, dau. of the Rev. her tiie 0-.iche.ss of Ai-jvle, wore con- 
Ihomas TIustlethwaite, D.D., of Norman sidered tne two luo.sL ’uoautiiii! wonu'ii ol ; no 
('. ..-rt; J..-.]. .y . " day. — bee Walpole’s Letters, pnmm^ and 

l!.o.. 1.:. . other contemporary Memoirs. The hditor 

;• ■■ ■■ = ■ > i- ‘ , '■ . ■ . ■ . ■ 

1 1 ' -1, ■ . IJ . I . . ' ^ ^ ■ 
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wMcli they refused, but desired to subscribe ; that was agreed to, 
but they are not to come. The Opposition ladies follow the ex- 
ample ; and decline coming to the ball ; but there probably will be 
some exceptions. Mrs. Sawbridge^ had ordered her dress, but upon 
finding that the Duchess of Devonshire was not to go to the ball, 
she thought it would be improper in her, and therefore counter- 
manded her dress. I know the Queen had a wish, with the 
Princesses, to see the ball ; but it was given by subscription, and 
was evidently a party ball. The idea vras laid aside, and they are 
not to come.® The first drawing-room is to be on Thursday the 
26th, which will be fuller than ever a birthday was ; and all the 
Government great men are to give dinners, and they compare lists 
to enable them to include everybody. Sir John Macpherson will 
not be of the number ; he has touched five-and-twenty thousand 
pounds from the Company, and took the o]->]-iortunity of going over 
to the Eising Sim in the first boat; he is ii'.-i in Pi!iiiiii!i.-iii, but he 
carried off his namesake and Sh Samuel Hannay : so that Has- 
tings was not mistaken in the opinion wliich he gave you of him. 

, . . Your friends are all well, and we drink your health in 

a bumper at the Wednesday Club. It is time to drop the pen, 
and to assure you that I ever shall be most perfectly yours. 

Jambs Grant. 


MiiJOE-GEXEEAL GrBNVILLE TO EAKL GoENWALLIS. 

[Received Sept,, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, March, irso. 

. . . The news which I have to send you concerning a 

certain person about whom we botli interest ourselves so much, and 
whom we most cordially love, will I hope be of a more comfortable 
nature than the last, as I have the consolation to thinlc that we 
have in a great measure sown our wild oats, and begin to see things 
in a clearer light than we have liitherto done. In the first place I 
understand (for I see very little of him myself, excepting for half 
an hour or so in a morning) that we have totally given up gam- 
bling — ^I hope for ever. The purchase of Oatlands,® a measure 
wliich I was at first inclined to condemn, turns out much better 
than I imagined, and has met with His Majesty’s approbation, 

^ Mrs. Sawbridge was wife of Alderman if I’.;.- d.’.y ’! v -'r-fil !b,-i O.-v! 

Sawbridgo, a violent partisan of Fox, and w- ■■ ■ c.; . =■' ■_ ) 

dau. of Sir William Stevenson, at one time waiters, and 14,000 coloured lamps. 

T.ovd Mfivor of Londnu. 3 Oatlands, in Surrey, wbei’e the Duke 

TIio bail took pkice Apidl 16. In the resided till his death. 
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who, though he sees very little of him, still retains a great affection 
for him, and likes the idea of having* Iiini so near a neighhour. 
The sale of the Yorlcshire estate is not yet negotiated, though in a 
very fair way of being sold to a Mr. Tenuson,^ a G-eiievese banker, 
for 20,000Z. more than the Duke gave for it. If we can got tlie 
above sum, I shall look upon it as a great piece of good fortune, 
and shall think that H. E. H. has acted most wisely in having 
taken this resolution. I msh I could send you a better account 
of the maimer in which we employ our time. That natural aver- 
sion to any application of a serious nature predominates as much 
as ever, though I must do him the justice to say that he is ex- 
tremely attentive to the keeping up of good order and disciiiline 
in Ms own regiment ; but could wish that he would enter a little 
more into the general concerns of the whole army, w3iich would 
give him a certain weight amongst us, and show that his zeal is not 
conkned to his own regiment alone, but that he interests Mmself 
for tlie whole. I have accordingly continually recoinniencled it to 
him to get thorouglily acquainted with officers of a certain stamp, 
wlufili he might do without any troulile or restraint wliatever, by 
which means he would get a knowledge of tlie different merits and 
characters of the several officers in every branch of th..' ]-.rfir-'--i..!i. 
and make himself to be looked up to by the whole army, i shall 
endeavour if possible to gain this point with him in the course of 
the winter, by desiring him to set apart a day or two in the week 
for tliis purpose, and w^hich, in reality, if he hkes the profession, 
will he no sacrifice whatever. The w^eight which a certain person" 
had with him at his first coming over, is greatly gone off, and is 
exacitly now wdiat it should be. As I have acquainted H. E. H. 
with the opportunity that offers of sending his letter by a safe 
conveyance, I take for granted yon will receive a letter from biin 
by your brother. In regard to foreign and domestic politicks, I 
can only say that eveiqffliing goes on perfectly w'eU here. The 
Eniperoff seems to have made but a poor campaign of it hitherto : 
where the fault lies I will not protend to say. The King of 
Swedeid seems to have got into a scrape by having declared war 

1 The name of Tenuson is evidently a mis- riety : it is now (imder the name of Stourtou 
fcike for Theliissoi), and the person meant is Castle) the propertv of Lord Stourtou. 

Peter Isaac ThL'lnsson, whose well-known will 2 ^ho Pi-iuce of Wales. 

■■■■'. • ' '■ ■■ an . : b. 17o5 ® The Emperor took the immediate direc- 

: ;■ 6, 17(11, tion of the army, but in September was 

Anne, dan. of Matthew Woodford, Esq. He obliged to votroat, and a truce for three 
c‘ ;| ■ T .. - 1 ^ 7 ; 11 iiiijnilis concluded. 

' ■■ ■ ■■■■■ ' ■ ■■■■- * (lustavus HI., b. vTan. 24, 1740, d. 

'• ; ' ■.■ ■ ■ ■ : ■ "■ March 29, 1792, having been mortally 

•• ■!. , : -p ; . ■ wounded by Ankevstroem at a masqued bail 
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against Russia, without having preWously formed such alliances as 
would counterbalance the assistance which Denmark is obliged by 
treaty to give to Russia, and which she seems most ready and 
willing to grant to the very full extent of her stipulations. How 
far this may occasion the w’ar to spread upon the Continent, I am 
not Politician enough to foresee. Our late treaty with Prussia,^ 
offensive and defensive, is I believe confined to the maintaining the 
Dutch Constitution against any future attacks of any power what- 
ever ; so that if France keeps aloof, and does not 023enly meddle 
ill the above disputes, which she is not likely to do from the very 
wretched state of her finances, and the deplorable condition to 
which she is reduced by her intestine commotions, which very 
nearly amount to a civil warfare, we shall remain quiet spectators 
of .the war upon the Continent. I have been very much busied 
lately in preparing my n^ginu'ut fsr the King’s review at Windsor. 
It was to have taken place last Monday, but on account of the 
King’s indisposition it has been deferred. I have however the satis- 
faction to accpiaint you that His IRajesty is much better. It has 
been a very severe attack of the rheumatism, attended with violent 
spasms and pains in liis stomach, owing to His Majesty’s imprudence 
in having got thoroughly wet in the feet, and not having changed 
his stockings the wliole evening; in addition to which he eat a 
quantity of cold pears, and drank ice-water, so that I tliink he is 
very lucky to have escaped so well, and I flatter myself, from what 
ho has snlfered, that he will be more cautious for the future. . . . 

We all look forward with great impatience for ’91, when we 
hope you wiU keep yum* word. Adieu. 

Relieve me, &c., 

R. Grenville. 

Earl Cornwallis to Pellegrine Treves,^ Esq. 

Sir, Calcutta, Oct. 3, 1789. 

I received yesterday yom* letter dated the 2Gth ultimo, 
enclosing one from Sir Robert Sloper. 

oil March 16 preceiliiig; in. Nov. 4, 1766, ^ This treaty was ..signed Aixg. 13, 1788. 

. . : ! ■ ' ■ i 

■ , ■ Holland, 

ciilamifcie.s only hy the hold conduct of Mr. " e Tv-vr-, .d. 93. 

Elliott, the British minister at Copenhagen, 7. \:l-. . ..i ... i., : 

who, without instructions, insisted on aii i . ■ ' ■'•h' .1. ii-- .■ ■. i 

iimnediate truce. The peace between Sweden .v.r .i i ■ ■ ; - a . ■■■.i i ■ . i 

and Russia was signed Aug. 14, 1790. ■ '■ ■'< ^ i ■ . 
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It is not easy for tlie Prince, nor perhaps even for Sir Eobert 
Sloper, to conceive how much my hands are tied ; but yon, who 
Imow the present state of the service, and can see on the spot how 
ti the business of the country is carried on, will understand that I 

f may wish you and Mrs. Treves very sincerely well, and yet not be 

I able to carry niy good offices further than to recommend j)ru- 

dence and application. 

I I beg you will present my respects to Mrs. Treves, and 

ij BeHeve me, &c., 

I Cornwallis. 



Earl Cornwalijs to Colonel Musgrave.' 

Fort William, Oct. 5, 1789. 

I have been favoured uitli yoim letters dated the 30th of 
August, and 1st and 16th ultimo. I return the proceedings of the 
general court-martial, which was held at Trichinopoly for the trial 

of Lieut. of the Honourable Company’s service, with my 

confirmation of the sentence of dismission which was passed upon 
that officer. 

Prom the general tenour of those proceedings, I have seen 
reason to apprehend that it is a practice with officers on the Madras 
establishment, to engage in loans and in other pecuniary transac- 
tions with the natives oft"’* • • b- r. ib y possess 

an influence by being en; -i .; • •• .i ,1 .is I look 

upon such practices to be c • i"’’-. .■>. ■:■. as well 

ns peinicio’.is to Iho iidoro'.' •' p ; ‘ .-i you will 

bi-o:' (O-.-i-y u!!,:!:'- f ii-ir may be in your power, to put a stop to them 
amongst the troops under your command. 

I have also recommended this sulnect to the serious considera- 
tion of the Government o! l’.>rr >i. Gc-orgo. and in order that they 
may be fully acquainted with the grounds upon which I have 
formed my opinion of the existence of those transactions, I desire 
that you will he pleased to direct the dudge- Advociii c: to fimnish 
the Board with an ntlesl.c.-d rcpy of the pi-Moocdiugs oC the above- 
mentioned general (.•(.•iii'i-mjiniid. . . . I am &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Priric't of W;ilf.«, wlil! he iv.'is ov. ferms 

of iiiUiiiiicr.. Tlie Prim-n .Tshed him one day 
after tliniior, how he defined a Gentleman. 

“ He ii one miin,'"’ was the reply, “ who has 



1780. 


DEMANDS ON THE BENGAL REVENUES. 


4S9 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

Gentlemen, Fort William, Nov. 1, 1789. 

. . . I have received the highest satisfaction from the 

approbation that yon have been pleased to express in your letter 
dated the 15th of April last, of the general political measures of 
this Government ; and it has been in a peculiar manner flattering 
to me, that the line of conduct which I have pursued towards the 
Nizam since my arrival in India, and in particular that the steps 
which I recommended for obtaining from him the possession of the 
Giintoor Chcar, have been considered by you as consonant with 
the rules of good policy, and entirely conformable to the spirit of 
your instructions. . . . 

I must acknowledge that I am not sanguine enough to hope 
tliat by the cession of Salsette, or by any other imjiortant benefit or 
gratification which it may be in our power at any time to offer to 
the Peshwa, it will be possible to secure to the Company a revenue, 
which without the embarrassment and expense of continental 
establishments, or the odium of extendmg their territorial posses- 
sions, might enable ‘them to defray any considerable part of their 
expenses on the western side of India. 

So sensibly do I feel the v f'-* • *• . v;. /'•"■■'I i 

consequences which the large annual remittances maae to JBombay 
must produce to this country, that I should certainly not overlook 
an opening of that kind ; but there are only two sources that I 
know of, from which revenue can be derived, viz. territory or annual 
subsidy ; the former, even if there were no objections to the acqui- 
sition of it, unless it could be obtained to a very considerable extent 
indeed, would be more likely to increase than to diminish the 
demands upon B(3ngal, and if the Poona Government were inclined 
to offer a subsidy for Salsette, which is highly improbable, there 
could be no reliance upon their discharging it. 

Prom the conviction, therefore, that we had nothing to gain on 
the Malabar side, it was natural for me, when I found how anxious 
Nana Furnavese was to recover possession of tlie island of Salsette 
z’estored to the Peshwa, to tm-n my thoughts to the important pro- 
vince of Cuttack ; and although I admit that it is not lilccly that 
the Mahrattas, or any of the country pownr.s, rvould cordially pro- 
mote our acquisition of territory in Ciiy i>:ut of i!;dii), yrt I did not 
think we were likely to excite their j. ■cloudy l.w I-.oidiiig out a possi- 
bility of ceding to them a part of our possessions on the western 
.side of hulia,, where alone they have anything to apprehend from 
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us, in order to extend our boundaries in a part of the continent tliat 
is so distant from them. 

I hold it to be absolutely impossible ever to obtain Cuttack 
directly from the Boosla family by any otlier means than by force, 
for they would be content with no reasonable sum of money, and 
we have no equivalent whatever in land, nor do I see a chance of 
our ever being in possession of any territory that we could offer in 
excliange for it. The Eajah of Berar is besides so dependent on 
the Malnatta G-overnment, that he could make no exchange or 
alienation of the territory without their consent, and they would 
never agree to any bargain unless they were to get some advantage 
from it. 

You will see by Mr, Foster’s account that the strength and 
| i' hi icfii of the Eajah of Berar are truly contemptible, 

ill!'! iiii!( ri-iiipc'iy can derive no benefit from any farther alli- 
ance or connexion with him, than the convenience that may arise 
from an intercom’se of the common offices of good neighbourhood and 
uuitiial civility. 

'rh"'^f;ihinil:i ••In.-f-, Mrd.ij:-'- f^chvlia, Tuccojee Holkar, andAli 
Bahaud^T, have liad d, i 'f.-e amongst themselves, and 

Prince. Acbar^ has been declared presumptive successor to his 
father Shah Allum. But no incident has occurred lately in the 
Upper Pro\dnces of.Hindostan wliich can in any degree materially 
ulfect the interests of the Honoui’ablo Company. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dunlas. 

Bear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 1, 1789. 

Although I am sure you must admit that there was no ill- 
Iimnour in my letter about Macpherson and Murray, and that it 
hardly required so serious an answer as you gave it, yet without 
being so serious as yon were, or indeed without being at all serious 
about it, I cannot let you quite turn the tables upon me, and carry 
it off enthely in your own way. 

Ill the &st letter that I wrote to you from this country in 
ISoveniher, 1786, by tho Ssvallow ] racket, I think I spoke my mind 
pretty plainly about Macpherson’s government, and I do not 
recollect when I afterwards said upon his going home that I wished 

^ Pvhific Acliar, 2nil bnl eldest surviving S. ''•T P. ;- S; : 

sdu (if S'lii'!! Akn'. an.l I’.ih successor, Nov, \.v. 's','," i'" 

Hi, IbOO ; I.. 1757, d. Seid. 28, 1837. His ‘ 
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him to be received with civility, that I retracted one syllable that 
I had said before in respect to his mal-administratioii. 

We did not, nor indeed could we, Avitliout disobeying a positive 
order of the Court of Dnectors, let him. embark professedly for 
Europe without his resigning the service ; we considered his asking 
leave to go to the Cape of Good Hope as a dirty trick to cheat the 
Company of three months’ pay ; but, besides being very glad to 
get rid of liim, we thought it would have been harsh in us to have 
refused him leave. We stopped Ins pay, however, as soon as we 
heard he had sailed from the Cape for England, and if the Court 
of Hircctnri- had supported their own order, “That the salaries of 
Siipr--iii" ( '.‘m;.;;-!!.-!*' »b:i!! on the day of their resignation, or 
on that of then embarkation for Europe, whichever shall happen 
soonest,” he would have been understood to have been completely 
out of the service from the day of his embarkation from that place, 

I am very far from having any personal Hl-will to the man, for 
he is a very good-humoured fellow ; but I thiulc him weak and 
false to a degree, and he certainly was the most contemptible and 
the most contemned Governor that ever prejbended to govern. 

I am also very mM<-h j'- i-'i:ii<h;d that he is not of a disposition 
to do me an injury nn-i-idy i'l.r lie sake of mischief; but in pursuit 
of his own views or interests, I do not think that considerations 
about me or any other person would stand mucli in his way. I 
must own that I am still of opinion, that I must have appeared in a 
very unfavourable light not only to all deliberate-thinking people, 
but to the public at large, and that it was expected that I should 
do so, whilst it was believed that under all the circumstances of 
my time of life and my ]jub]ie situation, I had made a marriage, 
which, to say the least of it, would have been most ridiculously 
imprudent ; and when I observed that the rex)ort had been prox)a- 
gatod, or rather the assertion had been made, with infinite industry 
by procuring the insertion of it in several of the newspapers on the 
same day, at a season of the year when no arriv^al from India could 
for several months furnish any contradiction to it, and when I took 
notice that it was likewise reported about the same time that Sir 
A. Campbell was dead, I could view the whole in no other light 
than that of a concerted design, to give- nii imiUT-sjon j.> the public 
that your Indian affairs were in a \<.-ry b.-ul w.-sv, iu-d in great want 
of some able assistance. 

Some of the inonus tlint Mac[)herson and his friends had taken 
to spread these stories bad (iomc; to my knowledge with sufficient 
certainty, and as I looked niM>n il a.s a part of his plan for pro- 
moting the success of his imrigia .•» during that season, and do not 
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by any means like tliat my character should be sacrificed or sported 
with to answer such purposes, I confess I do not entirely forgive 
Mm for it. 

I can laugh a little at the whole business now, but the foolish 
congratulations that I received from various quarters on this sup- 
posed event, did not a little ruffle my temper about the time that 
I wrote my last letter to you on the subject. 

I certainly should in direct terms have desired you to have 
endeavoured to prevent Colonel Murray’s coming out, if I had 
conceived the most distant idea that such an event was possible. 
I cannot, however, help thinkmg that my inclinations must have 
been pretty well guessed at, by what I said of my friend Eobuison ^ 
in my letter by the Eavensworth. I certainly feel much mortified 
that so deserving a man, and one who has been so very useful to 
me, should be reduced to be an assistant in his own office ; but 
although I cannot repose the same confidence in Murray as in 
Eobinson, I by no means tliink him a bad Auditor-General, nor 

could I with any degree of justice class him with , whose 

total ignorance of law, nnd incapacity in every point of his pro- 
fession, besides his oilu.-r di.-mi rirs, wonld bavr b--( ;i attended with 
the most serious bad AnT,aAr|n.ciT.PA« fn Aa Company. 

As to poor Scawer ' • . 'i }d nor harm ; he is good- 

natured and gentleman-like in his manners; but Lord Bathurst 
was guilty of a most unwarrantable act in carrying so gross a job 
with the Company, when he got him appointed to succeed to the 
important office of Military Auditor-G-eneral. 

I avail myself of the advantage of a private correspondence 
in giving my sentiments heely on every subject that ocems be- 
tween us. I tliink it a matter of very httle consequence whether 
you show this and my former letter on the same topics to Mr, 
Pitt or not, nor even that you should think one instant more 
about them, except that for your own sake I would advise you 
never to trust Maepherson or the Murrays, for I do not tliink 
that any person ought to place much confidence in them, and I 
conceive that none of them are by any means particnlarly well 
disposed to you. j 

Cornwallis. 

fi’om 1808 to 1829, and Chairinaii 1820-1, 
1826-7. M.P, for Hoaiton from 1812 to 
1818. 

® John Scawen, son of Rohert Scawen, 
Esq., of Carshalton and Maidwell. He was 
first co;i.';;!i to Tryplunia, of llGnry, 2nd 
Karl Jl’.ihiirst; d. Oc.t. ISOv. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

HoNOTJEABLE SiES, Calcutta, Nov, 2, 1789. 

. . . The Board contmned with unremitted atteution, 

after the departure of the Sw^allow packet, to form and issue the 
necessary instructions for making- a settlement of the land revenues 
of the province of Baliar, according to the plan which was detailed 
to you in the revenue letter that was despatched in August last hy 
that vessel, and the general principles of your orders contained in 
your revenue letter to this Governn-'i’t Arrih 

It has given me great pleasure : ■ ! :,!■■■ i' ■: Z. ’,■■■ r- i 
landholders of that province, have in general expressed the highest 
satisfaction and joy at receiving their lands on the tenure by which 
they will hold them by the present settlement ; and as they will now 
be certain of enjoying the fruits of their own industry or ingcriuity, 
after discharging the fixed public revenue, I trust i.lioi iil 

be animated to exertions which will not only improve their own 
situations, but will at the same time tend to increase the wealth and 
prosperity of these provinces. 

Being fully persuaded that a similar plan would produce the 
same beneficial effects in the Zemindary of Benares, the Eesident 
was directed by the Board to explain its principles to the Eajah, 
and recommend it to his consideration and adojition. 

The Eajah, although sensible that a permanent or even a long 
settlement of the revenues of the province would put considerable 
j. -.j i-vy.--- r-,',r"T---’')U8 exercise of his own powers, could not 

■■■ . ;■ « well calculated to promote his own real 

interest, as 'weil as that of the inhabitants of his country ; and he 
accordingly accpiiesced with great cheerfulness in the making of a 
ten years’ settlement of the revenue in the course of the ensuing 
season throughout the whole districts. . . . 

The plan of settlement for the provinces of Bengal is in great 
forwardness ; and I hope that in the course of a few months we shall 
make a considerable progress m the execution of it. 

A general coinage of the whole of the cmrent silver specie of 
these provinces into rupees of the same standard and denomination, 
will be productive of so many solid advantages to the Company’^s 
interest, and wiU afford so much relief from vexation and extortion 
to the most industrious and useful part of the inhabitants of their 
territories, that I should have been happy if it had been practicable 
for us to have effected it completely during the ensuing season of 
the heavy collections ; but we have found it so difficult to procure 
skilful and experienced persons for conducting this deMcate and 
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i)ui)ortaiit business, as well as tlie proper implements for coiniug 
and millmg tlie rupees in tlie Em’oi)ean manner, that we have been 
obliged to content ourselves witli one additional temporary mint 
tliis year, wliicli will shortly be established at Patna, where the 
exigency was particularly pressing on account of the recent settle- 
ment of the revenues of the Bahar pro\dnce. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to Lord Sydney, 

My Lord, Fort Willlani, Nov. 4, 1789, 

Colonel Ahmuty,’ of the Honourable East India Company’s 
service on tins establishment, has lately jiresented to me a brevet 
coinimssion under His Majesty’s .'i-xu rii.-om;.!. .-Uid by 

your Lordship, in which rank is id Id'ii i.i iC'i;/- anny, 

without any other restriction than that of its being limited to the 
East Indies only ; but as His Majesty has been pleased to signify, 
through the Socretary-at-War, his \ ’ ’ , " ■ ^ ■ s form of 

the brevet commission which I have - ' ■ ■ officers, 

and by which then- rank in the King’s army is furtiier limited to 
their continuance in the Company’s service, I am led I" I'v-liri.il 
that Colonel Ahmuty’s commission may have been ■.'l^■;ili..d inad- 
vertently in its present form. 

I have therefore thought it right to liring the subject under 
your Lordshi|)’s observation, that you may, if you think proper, 
receive His Majesty’s further commands on Coloia.d Ahmid;, ’s pre- 
sent commission; andtliat in granting brevet commissions of King’s 
rank in future, to any of the Company’s officers who may apply for 
them ui England, your Lordslup may be pleased to advert to their 
being made out precisely in the form of the brevet commission 
wliich I had the honour to transmit to the Secretary-at-War for His 
Mrd-dy’s appivh.-dK.ti, and which has been issued to aU the Com- 
ii. i!.i< country. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord Southampton. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Nov. 7, 1789, 

I received, by the hands of Mr. Colebrooke, your letter 
dated the 20th of March, with the enclosed note from the Prince of 

1 Colonel Artlmr Ahmtity, Boiigul estaWishmeut ; d. L>oc. 6, 1798. 
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Wales ; and I can assure yon tliat I read it witli tlie greatest concern , 
as it .made 2 ne appreliend, what would be very j3ainfnl to me, that I 
should appear backward and disinclined to exercise any commands 
that Hi' Tloynl TTi;-hr! might think proper to honour me with. 

I ill' I,. ;:>■!, i ii ii;',-! i..'.-; I long since universally known in England, 
tliat no man can hold an office in this country who is not in the 
service of the East India Company ; and I asked Mr. Colebrooke 
how he could undertake such a voyage vdth his family, without 
making some inquiries about the country to which he w^as coming, 
adding that any person at all conversant with the affairs of India, 
would have informed him that it was utterly out of my power to 
give him anything, and that no recommendation, however great 
and powerful, could be of any material use to him. 

You will easily judge of my surprise, when he told me he had 
not been so imprudent as I had imagined, that he had consulted 
what he coneeired to be the best opinions, and that it was Sir J ohn 
Macplierson vdio advised him to come to India, and who assured 
him that there was no doubt that with such a recommendation as 
he brought, I should provide for liim. 

If tliis is true, winch I own I have some difficulty in believing. 
Sir John must have forgot everything that passed upon my first 
arrival in the country, when in his presence I tied up my hands 
against all the modes that used to be practised fc- 
persons who were not in the Comjiany’s service, • i.' 

contracts, getting monopolies in Oude, extorting money for them 
from the Vizier, &c. 

If I wns to create offices, or extra-offices, which is a term I do 
not very well understand, I should not only disgrace myself, and 
undo everything I have been doing since I landed in Bengal, but I 
sliould render a very short-lived service to tlie person for whom 
they w^ere created ; for if I wus to forget ray duty, and betray the 
trust wliich is reposed in me, the Court of Directors would not forget 
theirs, and they wnuld undoubtedly annul such appointments the 
instant they lieard of them. 

I must beg of you, my dear Lord, to state what I have said, in 
the strongest but most respectful terms to the Prince of Wales, 
who has so much goodness, that I am siu’c for my sake he would 
not wish me to do an act that wmuld degrade my character ; and 
for the sake of liis country, he wmld not desire that I should set an 
example that would prove ruinous to the public interests, and lay 
a foundation for the renewal of those abuses, that had well nigh 
overset our Indian Empire. j 

COUNWALLIS. 
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Earl Corwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dondas. 

[Private.] 

DeAE SiE, Calcutta, Nov. 7, 1789. 

. . . It may appear inlmman to find fault with the appli- 

cation made hy the Duke of Dorset to M. de Luzerne/ to deshe the 
Comte de Conway to intercede with Tippoo to release our prisoners, 
but it was certainly a very humiliating and impolitic step for us to 
take, for we admit by it, that we know that he has not on his part 
executed the last treaty of peace, and it cannot hut lower us ex- 
ceedingly in his estimation to observe that we dare not resent it. 
Although the Comte de Conway has offered him two French soldiers 
for every Englishman that he releases, I doubt whether we shall 
ever have the satisfaction of recovering any of our countrymen by 
tliis inadvertent measure. 

No two opinions were ever more different than yours and mine 
have been this year about our possessions on the Malabar side, for 
whilst I have been desirous of giving everything up, you have been 
wishing for acciuisitions. 

I mf)st.seirsibly feel the weight of sending 40 lacs of rupees 
a-year from Bengal to Bombay, but I greatly fear that any terri- 
tory which you could obtain on the western side of India, either by 
negotiation (the possibility of which mode in time of peace I do not 
see) or by force, would be more likely to increase our remittance 
to 60 lacs than to reduce it to 30, unless indeed we could get the 
whole country of Guzerat ; but the attempt to build that castle on 
a former occasion very nearly overset our whole fabric. 

The inconvenience which you apprehend in your last letter, of 
keeping up any part of the Bombay establishment from the Madras 
treasury, is not likely soon to oecui’. I hope my letter, dated in 
March last, arrived in time to j)ut you upon your guard against the 
very sanguine and erroneous statement contained in Sir Archibald’s 
letter to General Medows, which I sincerely wish, for his sake, he 
had never written. 

It uull require many years, and a succession of excellent Go- 
vernors, before Madras will pay its own expenses and furnish a 
moderate investment ; and I doubt whether it can ever happen, if 
the Nabob is permitted to oppress and ruin the country in the 
manuer he does at present. 

The revenue letter will give you an account of the most im- 
portant part of onr domestic busiuess ; you ^vill see that there were 

1 Cescar Henri, Comte de la Luzerne, b, of Marine from Oct. 1787, to Oct. 1790. 
Feb. 23, :7.37. A Mr-r’’ C-L 1799; P>h. F- ’ - : . .rvod in the army, and 

0, 1763, ^ A:. Vj. ^■:y . ■ = ■ .. - 
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two points on wMcli Mr. Shore and inrc-.-Tninvo dilYcrod — tiiO noti- 
fication to the landholders that if the settlement was approved by 
the Court of Directors, it would be declared perjietual ; and the 
taking the management of the Gunges into the hands of Govern- 
ment. We differed, however, with the most perfect good humour ; 
and I had the satisfaction to find that J, Duncan, who did not know 
which side I had taken on either of the points, gave Ins opinion in 
my favour in both of them. You wiU of course read our minutes ; 
I enclose to you a copy of mine, but Shore’s is so long that you 
must get it from the India House. 

Besides the iraiiossibility of correcting the numberless abuses 
and oppressions in tlic Gunges, so long as they are left in the hands 
of the Zemindars, they may at some future period, when the effects 
of the permanent settlement and well-secured property have intro- 
duced wealth and luxury into the country, afford a supjfiy to the 
exigencies of Government from a fair and moderate excise on the 
superfluities of the richer inhabitants. 

The prospects which are held out to us of the advantages that 
are to be expected from the permanent settlement in Bahar by 
Brooke,^ Law,® Seton,® and even by Bathurst,^ who from being pre- 
viously inimical to it, is now become an enthusiast in its favour, are 
highly satisfactory ; but I am afraid that the total incapacity of 

poor will prevent any plan from operating much in favour of 

the valuable district of Sircar Saram. 

My friend Duncan has accomplished more in two years in 
Benares, than I conceived it possible for any man to do ; and he has 
contrived, by persuasion and address, to make the Eajali consent, 
though much against his real inclinations, to the happiness and 
prosperity of his country. I &c. 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 


Honourable Sirs, Fort Wiiikm, Nov. 7, ivso. 

I transmit a letter of congratulation fi’om the Nizam to 
Hia Majesty on the recovery of his health, and as I have ventured to 
promise that His Highness shall receive an answer to this letter, as 


1 Thomas Brooke, d. April 28, 1838 ; m. 

Feb. 1, 1793, Anna Maria, dan. of 

Stunt, Esq. He was father of Sir James 

' k:.-.-.-. 8:-; =on of Edmund Law, 

Bishop of Carlisle, b. 1756, d. Oct. 1834, in 


Amei-ica, where he had resided for many 
years. 

3 Archibald Seton, h. 1758, d. March 30, 
1818. 

Rohort Batlmrst, brother of the Bishop 
n" Nor-, viol), 1). 17.V1, d. Nov, 4, 1821. 
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well as to that which was ti-ansraitted tliroiigli Mr. Hastings, I 
request that yon will be pleased to remind His Ma-iesty’s Ministers 
of the necessity of returning answers to them both, as early as 
possible. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


Earl Cornwallis to LiEnT.-GENERAL Sir William Fawcltt. 
Dear Fawcett, Calcutta, Nor. s, i7S9. 

I received yonr letter of the 7th of April, and road with 
infinite pleasure your account of the good state of the King’s 
liealth, which was confii'ined to me by all the letters which I re- 
ceived that were dated in that month. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have been so 
good as to take about extending my po — ~ t' F'"- ■ 

Commissions ; I never have washed it from ■ ■ ■- -i 

tioii, and I now can have no inducement of that kind to desire it ; 
but I really think that it is for the essential good of the service, 
that it should he given to the person wdio holds my station. 

Colonel Mnsgi'ave has now the command of all tho troops in the 
Carnatic, and seems very well satisfied wuth my situation ; Ti])poo 
has as usual, or at least as he has done the two former years, 
assembled troops near our frontiers, and many reports have been 
spread of his hostile intention, but I believe witJi as little founda- 
tion as heretofore; and indeed, unless he could have assistance 
from the French, of which he has now no prospect, it must he the 
height of madness in him to break with us. 

Yon will be glad to know that our affairs . • 

perfectly well, and that our credit has risen so ■ -■■■ 7.. ' ' 

our bonds, which tlnee years ago bore a discount of 25 per cent., 
now sell at a small premium. 

I wish Sir George had not crossed you about the appointment 
to the Chatham Depot, for though Simcoe is a very good and re- 
spectable man, my friend Fox has a head much better arrangocl 

I am, &c., ■ 
Cornwallis. 


for business. 


Earl Cornwallis to Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

[Private.] 

oIE, Calcutta, Nov. 9, 1789. 

I have been favom-ed since the despatch of the Swalhnv, 
with yonr letter dated the 29tli of March, and I feel particularly 
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gratified at the approbation which yon express of my conduct, as I 
know that you really attend to the business of this country, and are 
capable of judging of the merits of its Governors. 

You will have such ample reading in the public letters, and I 
hope within a few days after the arrival of the Eose, in those 
directed to the Secret Committee, that if I had time, I could hardly 
say anytliing that would not be repetition, 

I will only observe, that I cannot conceive how it can be sup- 
posed that we are to acquhe a revenue by negotiation on the 
Malabar side, or from \vhence it can possibly be expected to come. 

The reports of Tippoo’s hostile intentions, to which I never 
gave much credit, begin now to subside, as they usually do about 
tliis time of the year ; and I think from the removal of the Trench, 
who have generally been unquiet neighbom’s, we have every reason 
to look forward to a long continuance of peace. 

Amongst the daily proofs of the good effects that the perma- 
nent, for I wiU not call it ten years settlement, will produce, one of 
the principal persons at Poonah has informed Mr. Malet, that m con- 
sequence of what he had heard of the intended settlement of Baliar, 
he is deshous of purchasing lands for his sons in that province, and 
desired him to transmit a x^ower of attorney for that purpose. 

I have done my part faithfully, and have laboured hard for the 
Comx^any’s good; but you must now take your share in Leaden- 
haU-street, and I do give it you as my oxjinion most sincerely and 
from my heart, that I do not tliink the Court of Directors can at 
X^resent more effectually secure the prosperity of the ComxDany’s 
dominions under this Government, then by electing Mr. Duncan 
to succeed to Mr. Shore’s seat in the Council ; there are many 
good men before him, but believe me there are none equal to 
liim, and who possess, besides good health, which is a very ma- 
terial article, so complete an union of the following qualifications — 
knowledge, application, integrity, and temper, wliich, although I 
have xnit it last, I can assure you is not the least useful. 

I am, &c., 

COEFWikLLlS. 


Eakl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Dec. 2, 1789. 

I received your letters of the 2nd and 3rd of Axud, by the 
hands of Messrs. PurHng and Burroughes.^ 

1 Mr., afterwards Sir William Burroughes, of Ballyhaise. 

Bart., so created Dec. 1, 1804, d, June 1, . . ■ ■■ . . ■■ flerwards, 1806, a 

1839 ; m. June 19, 1782, Letitia, dau. of : ' , s ■ ■ ■ . M.P. for Ennis- 

VOL. I. 2 G 
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Tlie former is a gentlemanlilie good sort of man, witliont mucli 
abiKtj or experience in the most essential part of the business of 
this country ; I shall, however, endeavour to find some appoint- 
ment for him in the course of this winter, though perhaps it may 
not be quite equal to the expectations he had formed from his high 
standing in the service. To Mr. Burroughes, I can probably do 
little more than show the most cordial civility, in which you may 
be assured I shall not be deficient. 

I am much obliged to you for your friendly hint about William 
Burke.^ Although I may perhaps suffer a little in the opinion of 
the great personage to whom you allude, for my predilection for 
what I think great qualities and eminent services to his country in 
Mr. Pitt, I should on all other points most earnestly wish to give every 
j)roof of the most sincere attachment and anxious desire to do what 
I should have every reason to believe would be agreeable to him. 

I have ever since I have been in India treated William Burke 
with the greatest personal attention; and I have done little 
favours, such as Ensigncies in the King’s service, &c., to his 
friends. But it is impossible for me to serve him essentially, that 
is, put large sums of money into his pocket, without a gross vio- 
lation of my public duty, and doing acts for which I should de- 
serve to be impeached. 

He has himself suggested to me two modes of serving him, 
which I will explain to you. The first is, that he should receive 
money here, and be allowed to manage the remittances for the 
piC'Ci'iit of I lie King’s troops at Madras and Bombay. 

.1 roimd !iim h\ possession of such a remittance to Machas when 
I first arrived, which was given to liim by Macplierson (in order 
to pay his com’t to Edmund Burke), and fixed at the scandalous 
exchange of 410 Arcot rupees for 100 pagodas, by what he, Mac- 
pherson, called a committee of respectable merchants, consistmg 
of William Burke himself (the Company’s military Paymaster- 
General) — 'an intimate friend of Burke’s, and a principal proprietor 

in the bank through which he remitted his money — and poor , 

who I believe to this day scarcely knows the difference of value 
between a rupee and a shilling. 


killen from Dec. 1802 to Feb. 1806, Col- 
cbester from March, 1817, to June, 1818, 
and then for Taunton to May, 1819, when 

Bedwin from June, 1766, to June, 1774, 
TJndor Sccretai-y to Fie!d-Mai’shal Con\ray 
ii'om 1760 to Jan. 1 768. Went to Madras 
in 1777, with despatches to Lord Pigot; 


returned home as agent to the Raja of Tan- 
jore. Went again to India, was made Pay- 
master-General, and remained there till 
1793. He is commemorated in ‘ Retaliation ’ 


■ Here lies honest William, whose heart was a 
mint, 

While the owner ne’er knew half the good that 
was in ’t,” 


1789. 


MR. WILLIAM BURKE. 


451 


Without my entering however, into the merits of such an 
exchange or such a committee, or without my stating that there 
is a positive order from the Court of Directors against a separate 
remittance for the piayment of the King’s troops, which was sent 
from England before it was known there that I had abohshed it, 
you will I am sure easily see how objectionable the principle is, 
of establishing distinct funds, or rather treasuries, which are not 
subordinate to the respective governments, and of course not appli- 
cable to any extraordinary exigency that might occur ; and it must 
hkewise be obvious to you, that as the rate of exchange between 
tliis place and the other Presidencies, depends on the export of 
grain and other commercial chcumstances, it must be liable to 
great fluctuation ; and that consequently, if .the terms allowed to 
a Iverson who is to remit annually between two and three hundred 
thousand joounds were not very favomable to him, he would be 
full as Ihrely to be ruined by it, as to make a fortune ; and that 
if they were decidedly advantageous to him, they would not only 
affect the Company’s interest in that particular instance, but would 
very materially operate to theh prejudice in the remittance of 
much larger sums, which we are obliged to send every year to 
Madras and Bombay for other purposes. 

The second proposition was so extraordinary, that I had great 
difficulty to persuade myself that he was in earnest when he made 
it; for he wished me to give him about eight hundred thousand 
pounds i" Cov-i-nry’s -r'pr-. bearing an interest of 8 per cent., 
that he ■ > loss to himself as you may suppose, 

to the P;-'L -f 1'. what he called the balance due from 

the Company to the Ciwyn, for the King’s troops serving in India, 
over and above the subsistence which had been paid to them in 
this country. 

It was in vain that I represented that such an addition to our 
certificate debt would depreciate our paper, and utterly ruin our 
credit ; that to my knowledge a part of thk balance was actually 
paid at home ; that the Comd of Directors would settle the account 
finally with the Pay Office ; that it was our business to transfer, 
instead of increashig our debts ; and lastly, that I' was ordered not 
to pay any balance here to the King’s Paymaster, unless the state 
of our treasury would admit of it. He paid very little attention 
to the preceding argument, and in answer to the last he said he 
did not understand how we could deny that the state of our trea- 
siiry did admit of our making payments, when we had the power 
of issuing as many certificates as we pleased. 

I have entered into this detail, trusting that if you should hear 

2 G 2 



452 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XI. 


tlie subject mentioned before the Prince, you will be so kind as to 
give some explanation of it; and I can assure you, that the sending 
William Burke to India was a most unnecessary job, and that our 
having any Kings in tlri- country is a gi’eat embarrass- 

ment to us, and a aiiirirrial liindi'.iuee to the public business. 

You will find by the public accounts, that everything remains 
quiet in tliis part of the world ; that our bonds and certificates both 
bear a premium, and that the interest of the latter is reduced to 
6 per cent. 

It would be too extensive a field for a letter, to enter into an 
account of the interior business of this Government; but though I 
have not time to give you the true edition, I must caution you 
. ■ , , erroneous information upon that subject ; , and as 
i' ■> j.""'' ■■ j'U may see a good deal of Me T think it 

right to tell you that he is not esteemed her- ■ ■ ■ ■ ; i' ■ ■■■ ';. correct 
in his narrations, and I would therefore not ‘ y ^ '■ ■ every- 

•tliing he says for gospel. 

I am, my dear Lord, whether Pittite or Foxite, with very sin- 
cere esteem and regard, your most faithful and affectionate 

Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to Lord Hood. 

My Lord, Calcutta, Dec. 4, 1789. 

I have been honoured with yoim Lordship’s letter dated the 
31st of January, and I can assure you that it would at all times 
give me pleasure to bnrr i” ’ny y ' . manifest my personal 
esteem for you, and'. i to think favourably 

of those persons for whom you profess yourself to be interested. 

The anxious concern, however, that you will easily believe I 
take in the future welfare and prosperity of this country led me 
long since to consider of what infinite importance, it wmnld be, that 
the seats at the Supreme Board should bo properly filled ; and for 
that purpose I named some men of whose abilities and integrity I 
had seen the clearest proofs, and strongly urged the Government 
at home to endeavour to procure their nomination. 

So far, therefore, from being at liberty to assist Mi\ on 

the present occasion, yomr Lordship must be sensible that I am 
under the necessity of being his opponent; but I cannot help 
adding that if I was totally disengaged, and however favourably 

I might in other respects be disposed to think of Mr. ’s 

character, and to feel for his misfortunes, I could never bring 
myself to assist any man in obtaining a seat in the Supreme 


1789. 


MOVEMENTS OF TIPPOO. 


453 


Council of Bengal, ’vvlio Lad dissipated Lis fortune at tLe gaming 

I am, &B., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 5, 1789. 

Mr. SLore Las taken Lis passage in tLe sliip wLicL ^Yill 
carry tLis letter, and I earnestly Lope tLat botL Mr. Pitt and 
yourself will receive Lim witL tLe kindness and attention wLicL are 
due to Lis meritorious services ; no man can give you more useful 
or will give you more honest mformation. I must, however, beg 
of you to Lear Iiim with caution, on the two essential points of a 
rill, and the separation of the Ganges from the 
liii'(l-r.;Vvi:ne ; J, in •V(‘r was more convinced of anything than that 
he is in the wrong on those ponits, and I can assure you that 
Duncan, Cowper, Law, Barlow,^ and almost all of the most eminent 
and experienced men in the revenue line, are of the same opinion 
as myself. 

I will not repeat the arguments which you will Lave read in 
my Minute ; but I did not there mention, lest it should Lave too 
much the appearance of a personal controversy, that the five years’ 
settlement which Shore himself made formerly in Bahar, far from 
rendering, that province more flourishing, only contributed to acce- 
lerate its ruin. Shore is so much master of the subject, and argues 
so ably, that it is natmral for me to apprehend his making an 
impression, but I trust that you will give me credit for not having 
adopted a light unreflected opinion in a matter of such serious 
moment. 

Tippoo has moved from Coimbatore to Palacatcherry, and I 
should imagine is going to make nearly the same ’war as he did 
last year ; the Bajah of Travancore however, and his minister, and 
I think our Besident too, are all so thoroughly alarmed, that 
although he is marching directly from the Travancore country, 
they seem to be convinced that he means to attack it after he has 
taken TeUicheny, which, bad as that place is, if the interior line 
is in any forwardness, would be more than a breakfast for him. 

I cannot for my part believe that Tippoo has any intention of 

1 Mr., afterwards Sir George Barlow, Bart., 1807, and then Governor of Madras to Nov. 
so created June 29, 1803, K.B., h. 1762, d. 1812, During that time the Madras mu- 

Dec. 18, 1846; m. April, 1789, Eliza- tiny -' .i- .. 

heth, dau. of Burton Smith, Esq., of West- eussn , . 
meath. Governor-General from the death I'ccall. , 
of Lord Cornwallis, Oct. 5, 1805, to Dec. 
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breaking witb ns ; but if lie should resolve to do it, he would be 
very unwise if he did not begin, as his father did, by overrunning 
the Carnatic, and ruining our resources. 

The Eajah of Travancore was much to blame for concluding 
the purchase of Graiganore and Jacottah from the Dutch without 
the acquiescence of the Madras Government ; he pretends that he 
had the consent of Sir A. Camj)bell ; but as Sir A. never made any 
communication of the business either to me or his own Council,^ I 
cannot believe it. 

You ivill see by our correspondence with Fort St. George that we 
have put that transaction to a fair issue. If the Dutch have held 
those places under any tenure from the Eajah of Cochin since that 
Eajah has been tributary to the Mysore Government, the Eajah of 
Travancore scted to restore them to the Dutch, 

under pain ' ■ to protection from us ; but if the 

Dutch, as the Eajah alleges, took Graiganore and Jacottah from the 
Portuguese, and have kept them ever uimo as ip.dc.pioudoiil pos- 
sessions, and totally unconnected u ill i ih<.: Eiijah of ! 'ochi:i, ih.; resti- 
tution of them is not to be insisted on, nor can Tippoo have any 
shadow of right for demanding it. I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Earl Cokswallis to the Lords of the Treasury. 

My Lords, Fort wniiam, Bengal, Dec, 6, 1789. 

Having understood that in some cases the Legislature has 
humanely i- ; »•.'•••, for the losses of American suf- 
ferers of a ■ ■ ,,'i . ■ ho remained resident upon their 

estates in tiie part of the country which was occasionally the seat 
of war, I think it a duty incumbent upon me to mention the situ- 
ation of Mrs. Byrd,® of Westover in Virginia, whose respectable 
character and moderation in aE matters of political concern, as 
well as the difficulties through wliich she struggled with a large 
family and reduced property, render her a proper object for the 
consideration of Government. 

She had, to my knowledge, reason to expect that she should 
receive reimbursement at New York for the supplies which were 

r ^ aftenyai’cls ascn'tained that the Her son had been an active Loyalist, and 

..y. I-, ,-n ■ -I - . * ’ raised a corps which had served under 

■ ' ' ■ '.I ■ ■ ■; ■■ ■' ■ ■ f Loj-d Cornwallis. Her claim amounted to 

■ ■ i . -I 1 ■ .-.i Corn- above 6600L 
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fimiislied from her plantation to the var* troops 

which passed by Westover, but she ^vas 

If, consistent with the present regulations sanctioned by Par- 
liament, Mrs. Byrd’s claims can with propriety be submitted to 
investigation, I am of opinion that her case is particularly deserving 
of so favourable an attention. j have &c. 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the^ Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Foi-t wniiam, Dec. i , i789. 

. . . I liave been relieved from some anxiety about the 

detachment that was sent to the assistance of our settlements on 
the island of Sumatra, by the arrival of the Chesterfield a few clays 
ago ; and the account that I have received from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Fort Marlborough of the good behavioiu’ of the sepoys, 
as well as the report of their own officers of the good-humour in 
which they have returned, and at the satisfaction they express at 
the wdiole of the treatment that they have met with during their 
absence, have given me very j)articular pleasure. 

The readiness and alacrity with which a part of the detachment 
offered to remain a few months longer as volunteers for the pro- 
tection of the settlement, is a convincing proof that they were far 
from being disgusted with the service, and the language which 
those men will hold to their companions when they join their 
respective battalions, will, I am persuaded, have the happiest 
effects in tending to remove, or at least lessen, the aversion to . 
sea-voyages which so generally prevails amongst the Hindoo natives 
of this country. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The alarms wliich had induced Lord Cornwalhs to send this de- 
tachment for the protection of Bencoolen, had subsided before its 
arrival, and theh services were not actually required. This was 
almost the first attemjit made to induce sepoys of a high caste, to 
embark for a voyage of some duration. It lurmyl rminonlly suc- 
cessful. The attention paid to their rehgious pi-i-judi',-: s overcame 
their disldce to a sea-passage, and since that time, there has seldom 
been any difficulty in persuading the Hindoo sepoys to embark for 
foreign service. 
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Earl CoumvALLis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
Dear James, Calcutta, Dec. 7, 1789. 

I Mrote to you so fully last montli on all domestic concerns, 
that I shall now only, for fear of accidents, briefly recupitnlnt.:- 
that I leave it to yonr discretion, eitlier to confine \oiii-v.'li‘ k.' 
repair, or to make altei-ations in Oulford House, that at all events 
I wished it not to be inhabited the last year, and would give 200Z. 
to the Singletons for the hire of a house for that time ; that William 
and Pliillipson should come in for Eye, and, in case of the latter 
declining, Colonel Ross. I expressed my obligations to you for 
yoiu- attention to secure Stow,^ which is a most desirable object. 

Everything here is in as good a train as I think the most san- 
guine persons in England could expect, and I see no danger for this 
1 — .. ;;]iey can find proper Governors, and Ministers 
■:■■■■ ■ 'i » - .. jobs upon them. Macpherson, 

■ ;:l. ■ I • t « I • • •; persuaded the Prince ofWales 
10 send out a Mr. Golebrooko to be ]'«roTidr:(l fr-r by me. I have 
stated fully to H. R. H. the i’.M|tO'<ibi!lvy oi‘ icy being able to do 
anything for him, and I trust in a manner that cannot give offence ; 
and Mr. Oolehrooke returns to England, without any ill-humour 
towards me, in one of the ships of this season. 

The Commodore never was better than during his residence 
here, and I think he liked Calcutta very much, and was sorry to 
leave ns. I expect to see Inm again in July. He has made a 
contract for the supply of provisions for his squadron, at a very 
different rate from what any fleet was ever before victualled in 
India, and has rendered it very difficult for his successors to revive 
the shameful peculation wliich formerly existed. I have only time 
to f. ii'.y guuerid aokMtiwU'iigmcui- ibr yonr great kindness to 
Drome, and for yonr attention to all my affairs. 

I am, &G., 

CORN'SVALLIS. 


The following’ letters were not addressed to Lord Cornwallis, 
but they are inserted, as they contain some further interesting 
details of the King’s illness. They were written by Mr. Digby 
(Vice-Chamherlain to the Queen, and a confidential fidend of the 

^ Stow belonged to Mr. Rushbrooke, anti was a most desirable acquisition, as it ran close up 
to tbe park pales of Culford. ’ 
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Koyal Family) to Miss Isabella Gimmng, -wlio afterwards married 
General Boss, and wliose sister became Mr. Digby’s second wife. 
Mr. Digby bad been Eqnerry to tbe Prince of Wales when bis 
estabbsbmeiit was first formed in 1780, and be left it in 1782, to 
become Vice-Cbamberlain to tbe Queen. 


Queen’s Lodge, Windsor,. Thursday, 20, 1788, 

I cannot regret tbe offices I am now fulfilling ; ‘ f 

they are, but of mucb consequence to Him tbe Country . ■ ' I I » 

I would not write before this day, being that of my boped-for crisis, 
and I bave ground to flatter my^self it is a bopeful one. From ten tbis 
morning till past two I was witb Him; He took me by tbe band, 
wbicb be beld till balf-past eleven, when He got up. He w^as more 
quiet and bis conversation of a different cast. He bad slept indeed by 
tbe belp of opiates more tban six hours. His want of reason was only 
rippirev.t iu tr.lkin.g of things improper to be mentioned, and before 
lico; ; 'I;.. 11. !'■ ■•ig!:: . wouldbave suffered himself to do. lunderwent 
a very severe trial, as tbe subject He chose was your Sister and me. 
It began witb taxing me as well as tbe Equerries witb sitting long 
after dinnei*, drinking be supposed more wine tban we ought. “No, 
not you, Mr. Digby, but you I Imow like tbe company of learned 
women — be likes to drink tea witb Miss Burney.” From thence to 
your Sister, and all tbe reports that bad prevail’d, tbe sources of 
bis intelligence, the instruments employed ; be gave (not only me) a 
very circumstantial account of things I bad never known; think of 
what I must have suffered! He was kind in bis expressions, but I 
was not in cue to relish these. When be was dress’d I spent two 
hours alone witb Him, tbe conversation infinitely plus sume, His voice 
more low, His manner more gentle, witb many indications wbicb 
confirm my opinion of returning health ; may tbe God of Mercy realize 
my hope I Tbe shutters were all shut ; He went from the wdndow, as 
knowing be ought not to look, bid me look out and see if any of His 
children were in tbe garden. “ Do you see any of their little faces at 
tbe windows of tbe lower lodge ?” Indeed I do not. “Well then, shut 
tbe shutters again.” He was so pathetic upon tbe Christian virtues, 

He made me shed tears People were apt to be severe 

upon tbe conduct of others, He thought iu tbe examination of them- 
selves they could not be too mucb so, but to their neighbours they 
should be indulgent ; He knew many (and named some very correct 
people) who cri' in tbis, tbe recollection of bis own failings prevented 
tbis iu Him 


5 o’clock, Friday. 

jjq 1...^ v-.-i --...j-v,,, --j . 1-'. , ^ , calm 

and refresb 1 - I:; I 's-' ■ only a 
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caution properly delicate not to publish to the World the exact state 
of His health. Yesterday the Parliament met, and tho’ it would 
not he necessary for Mr. Pitt’s infoimation, who has often been and 
was here Wednesday, the Physicians sent to him this account — “ His 
health was much mended, hut his reason in no degree return’d,” or to 
that purport. It has been suspected Opposition was infwmed that the 
Minister was in possession of such a report of the Physicians,— if he, 
being call’d upon to declare what he knew to be the state, had been 
foolish enough to fall into the snare (which whether he has or not at 
this hour I do not know) He would have been abused for being the 
publisher of what ought not (till the very last moment) to be declared, 
but the report having gone, will answer some purposes of Opposition. 

I feel my indignation rise ; if the film of doubt could 

be cleared and motives laid open to our conviction, no personal consi- 
deration of interest or safety should deter me from a more forward part 
than otherwise I can be justified in taking 


Burlington Street, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1788. 

I have only to tell you my reason for not writing since Thursday 
has been, that we have not been in a mending state. I have spent 
several hours — between four and five — alone with Him each day till 
yesterday, when He did not call for me. On Sunday, having been 
with Him from half-past ten tib two, he permitted me to go and dine 
at St. Leonards. 'Il(! ci.llvi .-x-vv:;-!:! times for me afterwards, and when 
I went to Him about eight, he attack’d me with much asperity, said I 
never remained with Him, that I was always going to Mr. Harcourt’s ; 

He dared to say my friend Miss G was there, or I should not go so 

often, tho’ He knew I prefer’d my son’s company to His. 1 wish that 
had been all Pie had spoken unlike Himself in the course of the day. 
Yesterday was altogether as bad a day, and my hopes, which were 
progressively rising, are rapidly sunk. The (piestion now seems to be, 
the moving Him to Kew, and adopting a v(uy diftcront kind of treat- 
ment; of the necessity of this, the Physicians are the best Judges, 
the Chancellor is going down this morning, probably upon this 
business. I am going to return immediately, being told my presence 
is absolutely necessary. I have taken the measure of acquainting 
H. E. H, myself, with the particulam of my leaving His service ; He 
fancied He knew them, but when I ttJd TTIm I bo]i(}vcd not, and asked 
if He knew they had proceeded from myself, He seem’d startled, and 
said No. I then told Him in the most delicate way I could, what my 
feelings wifi) ’t-i'-c.;!:' to H. E. H. and the knowledge of myself dic- 
tated, and diosc had prompted me. 

Burlington Street, Monday, Dee. 1, 1788. 

The King came quietly to Kew Saturday. I will not say the 
case is hopeless, ’tis all I can think. Harcourt, Goldsworthy, and 
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Greville came in the Coacli with Him — his talk continued in a good- 
humoured strain all the way — ^no gentlemen are now admitted. I 
cannot dwell upon this subject. I see the Queen and Princesses 
every day. 


Kew, Friday, Deo. 5, 1788. 

I thought I had very handsomely got clear of this melancholy 
scene, but yesterday morning received a note with Her M.’s commands, 
that I should come and remain here. 

Dr. Willis, who has had • ■ : ^ ■ ' : , T ■.w*’' :: long had patients 

so afflicted under his own ■. .■ .! and is just come 

from the K.... He was saluted by, “ I know who you are, Dr. Willis, 
from whence you come, and much about you, how many patients have 
you now?” &o. &o. ; “ are you in the Church?” “ I have been. Sir.” 
“ I am sorry you have changed a profession I love, for one I detest,” 
&o. He is in no degi’ee better, little or no sleep last night, often 
laughing, singing, and dancing; at no time of his life more active. 
The testimony of the Physicians before the Privy Council delivered 
upon oath, is the most comfortable ground of hoxie. 


Thursday, Dec, 11, 1788, 

If Dr. Willis’s plan is suffered by Plis M.’s Physicians wholly 
to be adopted, I have no doubt of His Majesty’s recovery in two 
months. He is an honest, sensible, plain man, means, as he thinks 
every one else ought to do. His M.’s recovery. He is therefore accused 
of being a strong party man. I wish none of His M.’s Physicians were 
politicians, we might have had Dr. Willis in His M.’s employ a fort- 
night ago, or perhaps a month ; to bring this about I have remained at 
Kew, go there to-morrow, have risked my health, and to procure the 
happy issue of his endeavours, would most willingly my life. Dr. 
Willis (I find thro’ other channels) has the gi-eatest hopes, thinks 
His M. dwelling upon no one subject in particular a most favourable 
sym23tom, treats the case more as a nervous disorder, brought on by 
excess of temperance, excess of exercise, an anxious mind, the throb- 
bings of’..’ ' ■’ • -L, ■ - TT, '' .- ; these causes natu- 

rally shake the nerves, collectively inuuce mauness. His medicines 
(the reverse of the Phy. tribe) have been cordials, and have answered 
to his ex^Dectation. ’Tis a sad thing to think a K... cannot have the 
same advantages, an equal chance of recovery with any Gentleman or 
Labourer in his realms. The readiness with which lyes are propagated 
to His disadvantage, and the indecent joy at the state of His disorder, 
deemed by such evl! minded mon h(.pclc.'.s. is iiid-.-cctii boy.Diid nioaum;. 

beyond sufferance H wonhl pica<l in iiiva-iir of 

a good man, i:' \ ■■■ a v '’vd.. 'ri'r'. rr-d c:''''d K... uttering expres- 
sions of the ' ■. :■ I P- .p ■■■■ ..i.-i !;\ country; . . . 
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Monday (probably Dec. 15), 1788. 

You -will liear reports of tlie K... being one day mucb worse than 
another, of His having seen the then the Q...., and may like to 
hear what you can depend upon, so shall, tho’ in the greatest haste 
and being far from collected, briefly tell you, on Friday, the last day 
He walked out, the Princesses Mary and Amelia (Sophia not being 
well) were situated at a window up-stairs, for Him, as He came into 
the house, to have a glimpse of ; when He had fixed His eyes upon 
them. He pulled off His hat, which in His agitation he flung one way. 
His gloves and cane another, and ran into the house. This has variously 
been interpreted as everything He does and says is, but you are as 
competent to form a judgement ; some imputed it to being quite frantic, 
others to reflection and a power of combining, and a sensibility to the 
privation of all He so dearly loves. He burst into tears which did not 
however last. On Saturday evening Dr. Willis wished to try the expe- 
riment of bringing Princess Amelia to Him about Her bedtime, hoping 
thereby to soften Him and produce tears in abundance. The scene 
was truly tragic without the desired effect. That little innocent of 
Her o’\\m accord said, “Papa shall I go and bring Mama?” “Yes 
my little Angel do go.” Dr. W. could not refuse, and the Q.... had the 
courage to come to Him, nothing material passed. He was totally 
calm, refrained from tears, and when it was time to go and He was 
reminded of His promise, to continue the game He was playing at 
Baggammon, “ How can I be said to break my promise, when such 
guests as these come to my intermption ?”.... 

I will not comment upon the good sense of this, but it was spoken 
in a tone the most affecting, and brought tears into eyes unapt to over- 
flow : Her M. overwhelm’d, choak’d, but could not with every inclina- 
tion cry. He had a disturbed night, Sunday less calm and well, but 
this day was as forward as before the above experiment. Pier M. has 
seen the Chancellor and Mr. P. yesterday ; I hope it is as I hear, that 
She has declared how much she has His M.’s interest at heart, that 
the prerogative of the Crown sh** be defended, and that when it shall 
please the Almighty to restore His health, and enable Him to resume 
the functions of His High Olffice, He may find it unembarrass’d and 
unincumber’d. 

I am particularly requested to remain at Kew, at least this week. 


Wednesday, Dec. 17, 1788. 

Our good Dr. Willis meets with many obstructions 

Yesterday morning a dispute arose between Sir G. Baker and the Dr., 

about the word mry being put i*.'' 0.. " upon the 

spot, and hearing the epini-m r-f declared 

He had had a g-M-l -viiJ objected. Dr. Willis was firm, would 

not put his name, unless the truth of the case is stated. Sir G. said in 
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all Ills practice, all liis consultations, lie had never known two Phy- 
sicians, himself and Sir Lucas Pepys, give up their opinions to one, 
however they did ; this only shews their extreme jealousy of Dr, Willis, 
who came at the request of His M.’s Phy., hut has too much character 
to act a subservient part, feeling as he must, with great experience in 
twenty-eight years’ practice, how much more of this disorder he knows, 
than all who have not made this malady their peculiar study. I have 
disliked our leading Phy., he is a Politician, an intriguing, artful, ill- 
behaved man, and we should go on much better without him. We 

flatter ourselves we are making a progress God bless the 

means of His recovery, and confound every evil intention against a 
blessing so envied. 

Saturday, Dec. 20, 1788, Kew. 

You will hear there is not the greatest harmony amongst the 
Physicians. I wish we had got rid of His M.’s Physicians, and that the 
good old man Dr. Willis had the sole direction, for while it continues 
with Dr. Warren at the head, we are likely to have disputes and 
quarrels every dayj for instance yesterday, he chose to attack Di*. 
Willis uinM! hr.v'ug writtor! a letter to Mr. P,, which he averr’d to have 
been (!cl:v(:''c.l in i!io nu.'-niug during the debate, congratulating Mr. P. 
upon the recovei’ed siaic •. f M., that he had done so with a poli- 
tical view, said he was ashamed of him, and warn’d him to beware of 
interfering in politics. How did you ever hear anything so impudent, 
BO impertinent ? If you knew his whole behaviour, the decided poli- 
tical line he has taken, you would indeed think it so ; you may imagine 
my blood has boil’d within me. To observe, to counteract, and to 
suppoH the good old Man, has been one cause of my remaining 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Ti])iino !\t.|-ficl?s (lie Eaja of Travancore — Negligence of tlie Madras Government 
— Gross rniscoiidncc of Mr. Hollond — ^ ^ the War — Negotia- 
tions for the cooperation of Maratha " . ■ ■ -in Europe — Letter 

from the Prince of Wales — Campaign of 1790 — General Medows — Difd- 
cnlties of an Indian campaign — Lord Cornwallis proceeds to Madras—- 
Assumes the military command and marches against Tippoo, 


The attack upon the Hues of Travancore by Tippoo, put a stop to 
all tlie endeavom:s of Lord ComwaHis to diminisli tbe expenses of 
Government and improve the revenues of the country. He was 
compelled to turn his whole attention to the approaching war, which 
cannot be said to have been quite unexpected, since early in 1788 
T..-r: C*... , .P"' ’ I ^-’i .1 r-'i-i.biHty ; and his corre- 
al '1 ■ . '• V 1 Iv- . - and Mr. Malet, shows 

i' i: : v;i- •• _ - - i' i 'Hauce with the Nizam 

and the Peshwa than was permitted by the then existing Act of 
Parliament. 

In the com'se of 1789 he repeatedly urged, or rather com- 
manded, the Government of Madras to make ample preparation 
for war. How pertinaciously these orders were neglected, his 
.despatches sufficiently show ; and the estimation in wliich he held 
such false economy is evident from a letter dated March 30, 1790, 
where he says, “ I think it ■- \ \ - ■ i' •' every cash (2|cZ.) 

of that ill-judged saving ma} ■ ■ i- ■ • ■ : • a crore of rupees 

(1,000, OOOZ.).” 


Before entering upon a detail of the mihtary operations in the 
Mysore, it may be advisable to advert to a few of the civil questions 
which engrossed the attention of Lord CornwalHs. Prominent 
among these was the land settlement. Upon this subject he had in 
the preceding year drawn up two long and able Minutes.^ Mr. Shore 
dissented in <'•"■■ — y, ’ ' ^ settlement — 

but in other :■ ■ \ \ i . j. '■ i CornwalHs. 

The aboli. ■ -i' . ■ '■■ ■ ' i i-. , . ue was also effected 

this year — the Sayer-duties, consisting mainly of what may be termed 
excise-duties, and toUs on the entry and transit of goods by land 
and water. The charges of coUection absorbed so great a portion 


1 See the Appendix for these Minutes, 
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of the receipts tliat tlie net produce was trifling, while commerce 
. .r’-rflT ’’-peded. A duty was afterwards imposed upon 
■' -'-i ■ wliicli nearly compensated for the loss incurred. 

'I'he separaiion of the judicial duties from those belonging to 
the collection of the reT'. n i i ■ ■ < n -c i i j n'-' d rn u ch of his attention. The 
whole system for the admiiihii-iiii'.-ii t.-i* justice was faulty in the 
extreme. In one of Ms letters to the Court, Lord Cornwallis says, 
“ Tom' possessions in this coxmtry cannot be said to be well governed, 
nor the lives and property of your subjects to be secure, until the 
shocking abuses and the wretched administration of justice in the 
Foujdarry department can be corrected.” ^ But though he endea- 
voiued in this year to remedy some of these evils, it was not till 
1793 that he was able to promulgate Ms regulations on the subject. 

As C' . fLn vATiAwal of the East 

India ‘ > . • • i -s ■ of Parlia- 

ment, Mr. Dundas applied confidentially to Lord CornwalHs for his 
views on this subject. Lord Cornwallis entertained no high opinion 
of the Court of Dhectors as a body, which, while professing great 
respect for him, and declaring then- anxiety to carry out his views, 
thwarted him in many instances, especially in the nomination of 
members of the Supreme Council. He had recommended several 
persons, whom, Aom Ms knowledge of their characters, he considered 
eminently qualified for such a post. Among these were Mr. Charles 
Grant and Mr. Jonathan Duncan ; but they were both set aside on 
the plea tliat there were semor servants whose claims the Couiii 
could not pass over ; the truth however being, that private jobbing 
and personal feeling had more influence than talent and merit. 
In such cases the Board of Control had no dhecting power ; they 
could only give advice, which the C(airi. oi-i'CgcrdiMg, ii|»i.oiutod in 
succession three- persons who, as Lord Cornwallis remarked more 
than once in bitter terms to Mr. Dundas, were totally incompetent 
for then’ duties. His opinions on the general subject are embodied 
in a long despatch to Mr. Dundas.® 

These were the principal subjects of a civil nature which, besides 
the ordinary business of Government, occupied the attention of 
Lord Cornwallis during the year 1790. Others of minor conse- 
quence were necessarily neglected, as the paramount importance of 
the war with Tippoo obliged Mm to devote himself almost exclu- 
sively to military affairs. 

The origin of the war, and the grounds on which Tippoo justi- 
fied Ms attack on the lines of Travancore, have aheady been men- 

1 See Letter to Court of Directors, Nov. 17, in the Appendix. 

^ See Despatch, March 4. 
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tioned. That he was encouraged in this attempt by the worse than 
negligence of the Madras Government was evident ; but not till 
some time after the event did the extent of Mr. Hollond’s misconduct 
become known in Bengal. It was at length ascertained that before 
the Eaja of Travancore entertained the proposition of purchasing 
Crangaiiore and Jacotta from the Dutch, he had consulted Sir 
Archibald CampbeE ; that Mr. HoUond was apprised of the inten- 
tion some time before the transaction took place ; and that neither 
of them cx])j-csscd any disapprobation of the proceeding. The bad 
state of Sir- Aj-cliibald’s health was probably the cause of hia not 
having communicated with Bengal, but there can he no doubt that 
Mr. Hollbnd’s omission was intentional.^ When the pecuniary 
charges, brought against him by the Nabob of Arcot in the summer 
of 1790 , were- investigated, there appeared little doubt that he ex- 
pected to receive large sums ftom the Eaja of Travancore, in return 
for the British support claimed by the Eaja. It was evident that 
the only means of extorting this sum was to keep the British force 
in such an inefficient state as to encourage Tippoo to teiTify the 
unfortunate Eaja. The alarm created in Calcutta by Mr. Hollond’s 
conduct was so great, that Lord Cornwall is had determined to go 
at once to Madras to supersede him, and take upon himself the 
supreme authority, both Civil and Military ; but he relinquished 
this intention, so agreeable to his feelings as a Military man, when 
he heard of the expected amval of General Medows, because he felt 
that the Governor-General would be more usefully employed in 
Bengal, from whence he could better control the conduct of the 
AUies, with whom the negotiations were principally carried on 

gh C a ^ 'u E- • ■ , ;• and Mr. Malet, as Sindia was not so 

■ '! ; ■ s' ' s..\ i my prominent part. 

The animosity, more or less active, of all the Maratha states 
against Tippoo, enabled the Peshwa, or rather his Minister Nana 
Purnaveze, to co-operate heartily with the British Government ; 
and this f V- _■ ’■ : - .bsisting jealousy be- 
tween the ;i- ! ;!.■ !’■ > i,, !■ :' ■) former cordially to. 

join the alliance. Several years before, both these princes had been 
anxious to unite with the English on terms very favourable to the 
latter, and though the provision of the Act of Parliament then in- 
terfered, there now -x’-t :■■■’■ io ■=. to the conclusion of these 
treaties. Sindia was not a parry to rhom. Imt he promised to use 
all his influence to induce ilir IV-slivoi lioii'-.-ily to perform his en- 
gagements. These political aiTangements having been successfully 

‘ See Minute of Lord Cornwallis, April 2, 1790, on Mr. Hollond’s proceedings. 
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completed, tlie only other duty remaining for Lord Cornwallis to 
perform was to place, as far as possible, the resources of Bengal a t 
the disposal of General Medows. Stores and ammunition to a great 
extent, with a certain number of men, mostly gun lascars, were 
accordingly sent by sea from Calcutta ; and as the prejudices of the 
higli-caste Brahmins rendered it difficult to embark the whole, a 
strong corps was at the same time despatched by land, under the 
command of Colonel Cockerell. The expected arrival of these 
troops tempted General Medows to open the campaign on the plan 
Colonel Musgrave had intended to adopt. Lord Cornwallis did not 
consider tliis course judicious, especially as he felt convinced that 
the troops could not pass the Ghauts, which separate the Coimbatore 
and Mysore countries, until the cessation of the rains in the latter 
district, so that the Carnatic wmuld mean time be exposed to the 
incm’sions of Tippoo’s cavaby. The treaties with the Peshwa and 
the Nizam were signed respectively on the 5th and 29th of July, 
both powers promising faitlifully to send large armies to support 
the British force, but they did not during this campaign fulfil their 
engagements. They had been offended at Lord Cornwallis having 
repudiated the illegal engagements entered into by Sir John Mac- 
pherson ; and it required all the influence derived from his cha- 
racter, combined rvith their fear and hatred of Tippoo, to induce 
them now to accede to the proposed stipulations. 

To enable the armies to move with facility, it was necessary 
to provide ncijile su[»p]i.;.< cf money. The treasury of the Com- 
pany .was n-'firiy cxliii listed, rliar of the Nabob of the Carnatic was 
well supplied. Ijord Cornwallis therefore imjicrativoly demand od 
the immediate pnynicnt of the large arrears due to tlie C(Mn]>any, 
and which had been allowed to accumulate. He further insisted 
that the Nabob should either appropriate the greater part of his 
revenue towards defraying the expenses of the war, or should allow 
the Company to take possession of his 'territories, granting him a 
liberal income. The latter course was ultimately adopted, both in 
the case of the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Eaja of Tanjore. 

Somewhat later in the year the French possessions became- the 
scene of violent commotion and tumult. The revolutionary spirit 
of the mother country had sin'cnd to her colonies, and the lives of 
the Governor of ( 'iiiii’idcrnii.-yoro jm'.iI of several of his officers were 
saved only by the vigorous interposition of Lord Cornwallis. These 
internal dissensions were however productive of one good result : 
they relieved Lord Cornwallis from any apprehension that Tippoo 
could receive essential aid from France. 

The death of Colonel Cathcart put an end to the intended mis- 
VOL. I. 2 H 
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sion to China. It was proposed that Lord Cornwallis should select 
a successor from among the civil servants of the Company ; but 
legal diflSculties interposed, and the Court of Directors being adverse 
to the plan, it was dropped, not to be revived till Lord Macartney 
went to China in 1792. 

As Lord Cornwallis did not personally take any part in the 
campaign of 1790, his despatches contain no details of the opera- 
tions, about June 15. It is therefore neces- 

saiy to of them, and to show why he considered 

it imperative upon him to take the command of the army him- 
self towards the close of the year. The iii'st object General Medows 
had in view was the capture of C. r ’ o-rb’-o- those lieh 

and open plains which bear the m : - the place 

Iris principal depot for stores and provisions. To estimate the diffi- 
culties of a campaign in Hindustan, and especially in Mysore, it 
is necessary to consider the effect of the periodical rains which fall 
in that country. The south-western monsoon pours torrents over 
the Malabar Coast in the month of June, while part of Mysore does 
not feel its effects till later in the year, owing to the range of the 
Ghauts, which separate the Ingher from the lower districts. The 
ignorance of the British as to the epochs of the wet seasons was a 
source of great emban’assment to Colonel Stuart’s detachment. The 
streams which he had crossed on his march to besiege Palgaut be- 
came so swollen, that he could with difficulty rejoin the main army, 
without having been able to effect his object. Dmdigul, a j)lace 
of some strength and considerable imj)ortance, soon after fell into 
Ids hands, though he had been repulsed when he endeavoured 
to storm the fort; but such was the terror inspired by the gal- 
lantry of the troops, both Emopean and native, that the garrison 
offered to surrender next morning, on terms which were readily 
granted, as Colonel Stuart had exhausted his ammunition. To 
Europeans the strength of forts like Dindignl may appear over- 
rated, but in fact, by natives, they are almost inexpugnable. In 
general they are situated on the summit of granite rocks, rising 
directly from the plain and not commanded in any direction, with 
at least two sides perpendicular, and the others so easily scarped as 
to make V.C- .1 j - .-I- • ■- * up, even when unopposed. 

The summit of these rocKs usually riat, sometimes of considerable 
extent, and almost always well supplied with water. Palgant was 
again Mtacked on September 21, and the garrison surrendered 
after two days of open trenches. Meantime Sattimungnl had been 
reduced by Colonel Ployd. and Eroad by Colonel Oldham, and their 
two corps ibon unil(:'.l. X chain of depbts was thus occupied, and 
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General MedowF l -.v..' -] I. - by 'this means be enabled to 

ascend the pass in October. ^ 

The army wa s- j - : ii-‘- ■ i > three corps: General Medows 
at Coimbatore, Colonel Floyd nearly sixty miles in advance, and i 

Colonel Stuart about tlindy miles in the rear. Early in September 
Tippoo made arrangements to attack Colonel Floyd, and on the 
13th he crossed the river Bakvany, and encountered a detachment 
of cavalry sent to reconnoitre,^ Tipjooo’s force far outnumbered 
them, and but for the judgm-^^t r.rd of the commanding 

officer the corps would have ' ,■■■■ i- . It was however in- 
dispensable to effect a retrea’, ■ ,->■ i' : in admirable order. 

On the 14th they were overtaken by Tippoo, and an action ensued, 
to the advantage of the English, whose success may be partially 
attributed to an unfounded report that General Bledows had joined 
them. Two days after the junction was actually effected, to the 
great relief of Colonel Floyd, whose men were in total want of sup- 
plies, and even of surgeons, of whom two had been killed in the 
action.® The army being now aU united at Coimbatore, marched 
in pursuit of the enemy ; but General Medows found it impossible 
to overtake them, and he moved to Eroad, from whence Tippoo 
had turned to the southward, having it in contemj)lation to double 
back on Coimbatore, in hopes of capturing the stores in that place ; 
but Colonel Hartley having thrown in a large reinforcement, 
the Sultan took the direction of Darapooram, which suiTendered 
October 8, after a very slight resistance. 

Having placed Coimbatore in a respectable strife of defence, 

General Medows again proceeded in | mrsu it (•(.* Tip j too, forded the 
Caveri, and encamped on the high ground ovr-iTuhiug Baramahal. f 

He w^as most anxious to effect a junction with Colonel Maxwell, l 

who had earlier in tlie year brought a very considerable corps from ^ 

Calcutta, a distance of 1200 miles, and had since been occupied in r 

wntching the passes which lead- dhectly from Mysore into the Car- 
natic. Several weeks had elapsed since any intelligence of him 
had been received ; and when (November 15) General Medows ; 

arrived on his ground, and saw an encampment six miles off, no ! 

doubt was entertained that Colonel Maxwell was in sight. It proved 
however to be Tippoo at the head of his army, who had had some 
hope of attacking the two corp= =r-p;irntoly : but wbr-u ho found that 
they were so near to each i- '.-d ‘.> 111 : liiiriy miu--), !io struck his 
tents, and by a rapid marci; -■■.-■•ur.-di ih-.:- of lAiiico-.fe. As soon 

2 H 2 i- 
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as the two English Generals had effected their junction, which they 
did the following day near Oaveripatam, they resolved to move 
towards the pass of Tapoor. On the 18th they overtook Tippoo, 
and possibly M they attacked at once they might have gained im- 
portant advantages ; but the ground was very rough, many ravines 
impeded the movements of the troops, and though Colonel Stuart 
anxiously requested permission to intercept the enemy as they were 
entering the pass in great confusion, less energetic counsels pre- 
vailed, and Tippoo was allowed to ascend th- vr.'' 
loss. Availing himself of this immunity, the A 

towards Trichinojdy, a very weak post, but containing extensive 
stores. C'ving (o i.lu' sudden rising of the Caveri, an immediate 
attack could not take place ; and the approach of General Medows 
compelled Tippoo to abandon his enterprise. 

The danger of Trichinoply had prevented General Medows from 
carrying the war into the enemy’s country, which he had proposed 
to do. Lord Cornwallis arrived at Madras December 12, took the 
command, and ordered the whole army to march towards that place. 
The retreat of Tippoo was marked by acts of cruelty and destruc- 
tion. His troops suffered most severely from the rains, which fell 
with great violence in the district through wliich they were moving, 
while the English, though at no great distance, entirely escaped 
their injurious effects. His repulse from Tiagar, and his capture 
of Triuomalee, which was attended with circumstances of most 
horrid barbarity, were the last events of this campaign. Chrono- 
logically speaking they belong more properly to 1791. 

Though the, supercession of General Medows might naturally, 
have been expected to give him much annoyance, notliiiig could 
exceed his cordiality, his affectionate regard for Lord Cornwallis, 
and Ms anxiety to carry out the orders he received. It reflects the 
Mghest credit both on him and on Lord Cornwallis that they should 
have acted together throughout the rest of the war on terms of the 
utmost confidence and most sincere friendship. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop op Lichfield ard Coventry. 

DteAB James, Calcutta, Jan. 6, 1790. 

It gives me great pleasure to date a letter in the year 1790, 
for I hope and trust that will be the last year in wliich I shall date 
letters from Bengal. I am however anxious to hear that a suc- 
cessor is appointed ; for although I have declared positively, and 
have authorised Mr. Shore to confirm it, that I will not stay here 
longer than the beginning of 1791, yet I have too much patriotism 
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to leaye the government of this country in the weak hands of , 

who in six months would undo all I have been doing for upwards 
of four years. I hope this matter will be decided before the last 
ship of the season is to sail, but if it should not I will write to you 
ftdly on the subject. You may perhaps smile at my scruples, but 
I am much in earnest where the interests of my country are at stake. 
It is needless to trouble you with a recapitulation of what I said in 
my two last letters about my private affairs, but I cannot too often 
rei^eat how much I feel myself obliged to you for your kind atten- 
tion to them. . . . 

I have sent you a pipe of Madeira by the Earl of Oxford India- 
man, which I believe to be very good. j 

Cornwallis. 

Major-Geneeal Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Jan. 1790.] 

MT dear Lord, Windsor, Oct, y® 4th, 1789. 

... I have the pleasure to acquaint you that His Majesty 
is at present in perfect good health and spirits. His expedition to 
Weymouth and the sea-bathing has had the desired effect in bracing 
him up and restoring him to liis former good state of health. He is 
returning by degrees to all his old habits and amusements, with a 
fixed determination to avoid all excess of fatigue and abstinence, &c.^ 
wliich were certainly in great measure the cause of his late illness. 
. . . As I have an opportunity of seeing a great deal of His 

Majesty, your Lordship may depend upon the above good account 
of him being perfectly trae and juot in every partieuler. In short, 
I think he is now so thoroughly rc-osiulili.^lu-d in his lieidlli, that 
there is not the smallest ground for any apprehension of a relapse. 

The accounts I have to send you of another great personage are 
pretty much the same as when I last wrote. You will most likely 
have heard before this of the famous duel between him and Lennox.’^ 
I shall not pretend to enter into the particulars of it ; and I believe 
the less that is said about it so much the better for both parties. The 
sp-rt .-f p-'-fy 1 ] igh at that moment, 

■' -■ -.i:. ■■ . : w^hat at other times 

might have been looked upon as nothing more than some unguarded 
expressions, and which, as I understand, had often passed before this 

‘ The Duke of Yi,. ■■■xp-.-i.-:- 
sions had been us. i :=> <’ Z. 's':-; 

■ ■ . . ■ . . The 

sccoad to the Duke, and Lord Winchelsea to 
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unnoticed, were now regarded as of too serious a nature to be over- 
looked, and not to be put up with from one gentleman to tlie other. 
The Duke’s behaviour in the field was certainly such as did liini 
honour for coolness and personal courage. How far he was right 
in the first instance I shall not pretend to say, and have always re- 
^-vv; ::-i'-.-r r-' v -'.r'-V'.-". --r oven talldng upon the subject. 

!; i‘ p,:-: ; ■ ■■ ■- , i- !■-, news I have but little to com- 

municate. Everything goes on here as well as we can wish, and 
as bad as we can wish in France, in a political view ; for in another 
light it would be shocking to human nature to wish so ill even to 
our worst enemies. It is imagined things cannot possibly go on 
much longer without its coming to some violent crisis ; famine and 
banlcruptcy stare them in the face ; no man’s life or property is 
secure ,* how it will end the Lord knows ; at all events it wiU take 
a very considerable time before the comitry can possibly recover 
from the blow it has received. The misery of the poor individuals 
is beyond all descriirtion, and highly deserving om pity and com- 
miseration. I have however the consolation to think that it has 
mort likely been th.e mrnr.? of prevoutiu" a general war, as I believe 
had I ’fiiMcc l-.eii ii« ;iuy rolcrahle .-itiiaiion. sla.- would, either openly 
or underhand, have taken some part m the present war upon the 
Continent. ... Ever yours, &c., 

E. Grenville. 

Earl Coeitwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Sir, Calcutta, Jan. 28, 1790. 

From your being in the neighbourhood of the Carnatic, you 
will have been informed before now that Tippoo has committed 
y-. -'r'- A”; . the Eajah of Travancore; and as this 

■! ■■ i' :! ■ d I- . of the late treaty of peace with the 

Comj)any, we consider, ourselves called upon by a regard for oiu* 
interest and honour, to take immediate and vigorous measures to 
exact the r ■ ■ for it. 

I have so muen coufidonce in youi* vigdauce and zeal, as to be 
persuaded that you liavc airnady used yonx endeavours to inspire 
the Nizam and his Minister, -with n diw-o-sitiou lo enter into engage- 
ments to co-operate heartfiy v.iiii i\< iti ih.is war, and I desire that 
you will obtain an audience of both of them as soon as possible, to 
notify the infraction of the treaty, and that you will on that, as 
well as all other proper occasions, spare no pains to paint in its 
proper colours the faithless character of Tippoo, and to explain to 
them the great advantages which they may derive upon this occa- 
sion, by forming a close connexion vrfth this Government. 
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Should they suppose that we are diffident of our own strength, 
no arguments of yours would be sufficient to induce them to 
embark with us in the war. You will therefore, at the time you 
invite his Highness to give an unequivocal proof of the sincerity of 
his attachment and friendship for the Company, inform him, that 
as the powers of this Government will be immediately exerted to 
support the war in the Carnatic, we entertain no doubt of our 
being able to bring it to a speedy and honourable issue, but that 
it would be higidy grateful to us, if he would determine to make an 
early declaration in our favour. And as an inducement for him to 
adopt that resolution, you are at hberty to stipulate with him in 
the name of this Government, that we will not conclude a peace 
with Tippoo without securing to him a full participation of the 
advantages that may be obtained by the war ; and that being now 
set at liberty by Tippoo’s breach of the treaty, we wHl enter into 
defensive alliance with him, for the mutual guarantee against 
Tippoo, of the territories that may be possessed by the respective 
parties when the war shall be terminated. 

Your own good sense, and your Imowledge of the dispositions 
and characters of his Highness and his hlinister, will suggest to you 
the proper arguments to be made use of upon this occasion; 
amongst others you wiU state, that should his Higlmess decline or 
delay to make the above-mentioned declaration, it cannot be 
expected by him, that we shall take a concern about his interests 
in any negotiation with Tippoo ; and, after reminding liim of the 
general spirit of justice and moderation by which all our conduct 
has been actuated, you will particularly offer to his attention the 
circumstances of the c.r , appear to him as 

the clearest evidenct- . •' • i' '■ !,• ■'!■■ upon us to dis- 

charge our engagements with our Allies, with the strictest honour 
and punctuality. 

I am not at present prepared to decide on the mode in which 
liis Highness coidd co-operate with us in the most beneficial manner, 
for promoting the success of the common cause, even if he should 
be prevailed upon to make the declaration that we wish ; but I am 
inclined to tliink that he would most effectually assist us by fur- 
nisliing a body of his best cavalry to act with our army ; and by 
employing the remainder of his force, either in attacking some of 
the most defenceless part- Ti o’- d ■- ■’ri--’i'. or in supporting 
nny of his subject^ or : ri i .:.y golve to take that 
t. i sl'.ako off them dependence on him. 

lii :i(hiivi(.)ii TO rhe other steps that you are to take upon this 
occasion, I desire that you will encourage every advance that may 
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be made to you by any of Tippoo’s tributaries or subjects, to form 
connexions with the Company; and that you will employ Meer 
Zein Alabadien Oawn (wlio came from Poonab), or any other 
person that you may judge capable of rendering useful services, 
either in procuring intelligence of Tippoo’s designs, or in persuading 
any of his ministers or principal officers to abandon him, and to act 
under our directions in endeavouring to overturn his power ; and 
whatever engagements you shall contract with persons of that de- 
scription, shall be punctually fulfilled. 

Considerable reinforcements of troops will be despatched imme- 
diately to Madras, and it is also my determination to repah there 
in person, with as much expedition as circumstances will admit, to 
take a temporary charge of the Civil and Military affairs at that 
Presidency. You are therefore in future to desj^atch two copies of 
all your public letters — one directed to me, and to be forwarded 
under cover to the Secretary of Government at Madras, and the 
other directed to the Governor-General in Council at Bengal ; and 
you are from time to time to communicate everytliing that you 
may think of consequence to be known by them, to the Kesident 
at Poonah, and with Madagee Scindia, and to the Governments of 
]\Iadras and Bombay. I am, &c. 

Cornwallis. 

A letter was written the same day to Mr. Malet, desiring him 
to urge upon the Peshwa the advantage he would derive from join- 
ing cordially in hostilities ngniust Tippoo. and informing him that 
Captain Kennaway was iiisiruciod io press the ISTizam to take a 
similar course, and Major Palmer to endeavour to obtain’ assistance 
from Sindia and Holkar. 

Minute of the Governor-General. 

Feb. 5, 1790, 

The Members of the Board were apprised on the day after 
the accounts arrived from T'-.:. ■ J^ultan had com- 
mitted actual hostilities . ..I - ■= ■ il.i',,!. of Travancore ; 

that in the critical situation in wnicn tne Company ’s affairs appeared 
to he in. the Carnatic, I looked upon it n- a duty w^hich I owed to 
my country, to lay aside all of my own personal ease 

or respousihihty, or even of whot the r-xiriing low- tiiighf .-jif.Tiinciilly 
authorise, and to determine iiiuncdijurlv i;,) proci.i.d io ccasr us 
soon as might be possible, to take a 'h.-.r:;-- . .f the Civil 

and Military affairs at the Presidenc\ ri-ri ."‘i. « « 
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I have already communicated to the Board that, exclusiYe of 
other reasons, I thought myself called upon to take so decided a 
step, from its being consistent with my knowledge that there was 
not a sufficient harmony and mutual confidence between the Civil 
and Military departments, and that there was an evident backward- 
ness in the Civil part of the Government to consult the officer com- 
manding the troops under that Presidency, or to avail itself of his 
experience and opinions in maldng preparations and arrangements 
for carrying on a war. 

It is a justice due to the zeal and attention of Colonel Musgrave, 
and it is equally necessary, in explanation of the grounds on which 
I had formed my belief of the want of vigour and union in con- 
ducting the public affairs in the Carnatic, that I should lay before 
the Board the four accompanying letters dated the 26th and 31st 
of December, and 5th and 10th of January last, which I lately 
received from Colonel Musgrave, and firom which I was led to 
apprehend that jealousies and distrusts between the Civil and Mili- 
tary powers might soon arrive at such an height as to occasion a 
renewal of calamities, which, under similar chcumstances, happened 
at the beginning of the last war with TipiDOo’s father, and were so 
ruinous in their consequences to the general interests of Britain, as 
well as to those in particular of the Honourable Company. 

The Board will likewise be sensible, that the inattention, almost 
amounting to disregard, which has been shown by the Madras 
Government to some of our late instructions on points of great 
importance, is highly deserving of our severe reprehension, and could 
not fail to operate as an additional reason in my mind for enter- 
taining great doubts of the good disposition or ability of that Go- 
vernment to support and maintaiji liic xuiblic interests and honour 
at this critical period. 

Under the impressions thatjj[ have described, I thought myself 
called upon by a sense of duty to the Company, as well as by an 
attention to the general interests of my country, to stand forth and 
endeavour to avert the misfortunes with which negligence and mis- 
conduct, or jealousies between the Civil and Military 'departments 
might be attended. 

With that view, and upon the ground of state necessity, it was 
my intention to take the responsibility of an irregular measure 
upon myself, and to propose: r.luir t.ih! Bojn-d should invest me with 
full powers to take a tempor-ary charge of the Civil and Military 
affairs at the Presidency of Fort St. George, by exercising the 
functions of Governor as well as those of Commander-in -Chief. 

I have been highly gratified with the warm approbation wliich 
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the members of the Board bestowed upon that determination, and 
with the ready concurrence which they gave to its being commu- 
nicated to the Government of Bombay, and to the Residents at the 
Courts of the country powers, before the hurry of other business 
would admit of its being put in any other form upon our public 
records. 

It is, however, ^vitb groat, sali-firtion, that I congratulate the 
Board upon the arrivii!, in liio nvosiniiiae, of the advices by the 
Yestal frigate, by which we have been informed that the Com- 
mission appointing General Medows to be Governor of Fort St. 
George was on board that vessel; and as the Yestal proceeded 
from Ajengo to Bombay on the 3rd ultimo, there is every reason to 
hope that he will he able to take charge of his Government before, 
or at least as soon as, it would have been possible for me to have 
reached Madras. 

The grounds upon which I formed my first resolution are there- 
fore in a great measure, er ■]-)crliap= entirely, done away. For as it 
would have bririi iiir'anpuiil)!-: wiili ilio station wliich I hold in this 
country to have rendered myself in aiiy way subordinate to the 
Government of Madras, — and as General Medows is a man of 
acknowledged ability and character, and regularly invested by the 
Court of Directors with the offices of Governor and Coinmander-in- 
Chief at the Presidency of Fort St. George — will not venture to say 
thathy ru-uediate direction of the Supreme Govern- 
ment a; the appointment of General Medows, 

I should not be justly exposed to blame and censure for executing 
a determination, which had been made a few days before, under 
the belief of the existence of very different circumstances ; and which 
from the motives that had actuated me in the first instance, might 
have been entitled to commendation. As it will appear upon other 
parts of onr proceediags, that I hj^d adopted the above-mentioned 
resolution, and that the measure had received the sanction of tlie 
other members of Government, I have thought that it would be 
regular on this occasion to record the reasons which prompted me 
to do it, as well as the considerations which have induced me to lay 
it entirely aside, unless new circumstances should arise to call upon 
me to resume it. 


Eael Corwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Caiciitu, Fei). 7, 1790. 

The face of affairs in this country is much changed since I 
wrote to you on the 9th ultimo. I then did not believe that Tipipoo 
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would commit actual hostilities either against the Company or the 
Eajah of Travancore ; nor do I still think that he w^ould have ven- 
tiu-ed to do it, if he had not been encouraged by the weakness of 
the Madras G-overnment. 

The severe and unexpected check he met with on the 29th of 
December (for he certainly ought, according to all miUtary rules, to 
have succeeded), if it had been followed up with spirit on our part, 
might have been attended with the happiest consequence ; but such 
conduct was not to be expected from a Governor like Mr. Hollond, 
who, although Ave told him in explicit terms on the 29th of August 
and 13th of November last, that if Tippoo committed any act of 
hostility against the Nabob of Arcot, or the Eajah of Travancore, 
he should immediately consider Ihmself at war with that Prince, 
has since the attack of the Eajah’s lines remained in a state of 
perfect inactivity. Nor has Musgrave been able to prevail upon 
liim to take that most necessary measure of securing draught and 
carriage bullocks, the neglect of Avliich, if Tippoo’s horse break 
into the country, will put it out of the power of any General to 
carry on an offensive war. 

HoAvever iiTegular or inconvenient it might be for me to leave 
Bengal, especially in such hands as I have formerly described, I 
determined not to wait patiently here for the account of the loss of 
the Carnatic, and was preparing to embark in the Houghton In- 
diaman for Madras, when I heard that the Yestal frigate had 
touched at Ajengo on the 3rd of January on her way to Bombay, 
and that it carried General Medows’s appointment to the Govern- 
ment of Port St. George. 

If I could have thought myself at liberty to have followed my 
own private inchnations, you may easily conceive that it would 
have led me to ha^re taken the field against Tippoo, instead of 
remaining here at the daily and , constant drudgery of conducting 
the business of tliis country, in which, after the loss of Mr. Shore 
and Mr. Charles Grant, I really have very little official assist- 
ance ; but I did not thinlr that such a step could have been justified 
either in point of duty to my country or delicacy to MedoAvs, whom 
I must of course have superseded as a Governor both in his Civil 
and Military capacity. 

You Avill see by my public letters the measures that Ave have 
ly ;vl ■; t 1. and you may be assured that no exertion shall 
t V..,' my part to bring this business. to a happy issue, and 

that if it should appear that the public service would be essentially 
benefited by my going to the coast, I shall not be alarmed at incurring 
the responsibihty of so irregular an act. In the mean time, I have 
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tke mortification of seeing the fruits of the labour of three years 
and a half likely to be destroyed in a few months by the increase of 
our debt, and the rise of the discount on our paper, &c. 

We shall transmit by this ship the orders for the Bengal settle- 
ment, and I must beg that you ^1 read with attention my second 
minute on this subject, as well as the letters annexed in an appen- 
dix ; it is too long to admit of my sending you a private copy of it 
by this conveyance. I am on this point really an enthusiast, from 
a perfect conviction that the futiure happiness of this country de- 
pends on a fixed and unalterable assessment of the land revenue, 
without which it cannot prosper. I understand from a variety 
of quarters, that HoUond is despised and execrated by the whole 
settlement of Fort St. George, and accused of the grossest pecu- 
lation and corruption. It is always difficult in this country to 
obtaiu proof of pecuniary delinquency against any man in power, 
as such transactions are conducted in the name of native servants 
or agents, who, although they are great rogues in other respects, 
make it a point of honour on these occasions not to betray their 
master. I have however had some oveidures made to me on 
this head, and I shall spare no pains to procure the means of 
bringing such an offender to justice. I should now be inclined to 
say yon had better stick to your plan of Military Governors, and 
have done with the Civil line, if I did not remember that there 
have been some military characters in tliis country that have not 
been very correct. I hope however at aU events, that Medows 
wiU be my successor, — ^not that I mean to run away whilst the house 
is on fire, for, much as I wish to return to England next year, I 
would not do it unless the Company’s possessions were in a state of 
securily. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, Feb . a, 1790. 

. . . Should any new events occur on the coast to pro- 
duce an appearance of a necessity of my going there, I shaU 
still tliink it incumbent upon me to execute my first intention, 
and you will have au opportunity of observing by the proceedings 
of the Board, that I have in the mean time recommended all the 
Military and Political measures which seem to be calculated to 
exact ample reparation &om Tippoo for his flagrant breach of the 
treaty of peace, and so bring the contest with him to a speedy 
and an honourable issue. 
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An equal attention to efficiency and economy lias been ob- 
served in the plan for augmenting yonr troops at the different 
Presidencies, and the reinforcements and supplies which will pro- 
ceed immediately from hence to Madras, will I trust put it in 
General Medows’s power to act offensively against Tippoo with 
promptitude and success. ... 

You will observe from our Proceedings, that we conceived that 
we have had reason to disapprove of some parts of the late con- 
duct of the Government of Fort St. George ; but as we have re- 
quhed explanations from that Government of some of those acts 
which we have considered as principally blameable, I shall defer 
giving any decided opinion upon them, until those explanations 
shall be laid before the Supreme Board. 

Mucli of my time and attention has been occupied in directing 
the variety of arrangements wluch the late occurrences have re- 
quired, but I have been anxious at the same time that the mea- 
sures wliich have been long in agitation for preparing the best 
plans in our power to make a ten years’ settlement of the land 
revenues of these provinces, should suffer no material interrup- 
tion. . . . 

The different objects with which I am at present occupied, do not 
admit of my touching upon any of the other heads of the public 
business; but I cannot conclude this letter without assuring you, 
that notwithstanding the notice that I gave you last year of my 
intention to resign this Government in the coui*se of the ensuing 
season, and the many reasons that press me to execute that deter- 
mination, I shall think it my duty to waive all personal consi- 
derations, and to remain in my present station whilst I can see 
any good reason to suppose that my presence in this country 
would essentially contribute to the security of your possessions, or 
materially to promote the general prosperity of your affahs. 

I have, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 

The Governoe-General nsr Councm to the Governor in Council, 
Fort St. George. 

HoNOTJEABLE SiE, Feb. 8, 1790. 

We shall forbear on this occasion to declare any decided 
opinion on the subjects which we shall state, but the duty which we 
owe to our country as well as to the Honourable Company, obliges 
us to call upon you for explanations of certain parts of your late 
conduct, which we must acknowledge appear to us in a very dis- 
advantageous light. 
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From the general situation of the political affairs of this 
country, it seemed to be liighly improbable a short time ago that 
Tippoo would venture to force us into a war ; but upon the sup- 
position of that event being possible, we prescribed a line for your 
conduct under certain contingencies that were specified, in terms 
which we couceived to be so clear as not to admit of miscon- 
struction. 

We directed in om* letter dated the 29tli of August last, that 
if you should receive certain information that Tippoo had invaded 
any part of the dominions of the hlabob of Arcot, or of the Eajah 
of Travancore, you were to consider him from that moment as 
at war with the Company. 

These directions were repeated in our letter dated the 13th 
of November, and the instructions contained in both letters were 
also expHcitj that from the day on which it appeared that we 
should be under the necessity of engaging in a war with Tippoo, 
in consequence of liis committing actual hostilities against either 
of our above-mentioned to the Nabob of Ar- 

cot’s private creditors, •••. provision of an invest- 

inout for .liurope at your Presidency shoviid ii-uiK.'diiitcly cease, in 
order that those funds might, with ;Iic oili., r pvciiiiiiivy resources 
of the Carnatic, Ix' pppliod according to the intention of the Court 
of Dhectors to defray the exigencies of the war. 

We likewise gave oiu sentiments fully in our letter dated the 
13th of November, on the circumstances that had been laid before 
us respecting the Rajah of Travancore’s purchase of the forts of 
Cranganore and Jacottah from the Dutch, and omr orders were 
positive, that if those forts belonged originally to the Portuguese 
and were made over by them to the Dutch, and if the Dutch 
held the independent ' •' T'-am without any reserve of 

allegiance or stipulatio upon the Rajah of Cochin, 

who is tributary to Tippoo, the transfer of them by the Dutch to 
the Eajah of Travancore should be deemed valid and just, and 
the Rajah’s possession maintained and defended. 

Notwithstanding the above instructions, you thought proper in 
your letter dated the 3rd of January, to lay down principles as 
being in your opinion founded on the laws of nations, respecting 
the transaction between the Rajah and the Dutch, which militate 
against the spirit of om- orders, and which we conceive it was not 
regularly within your province to discuss, as you are not respon- 
sible for the measure that was directed. 

We were also surprised to observe by the enclosures which 
accompanied that letter, that what you wrote to Tippoo in con- 
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sequence of our instructions of tlie IStli of November is only in 
part conformable to tliem; as you ilc. j-ol. ji.-qniiir.( him tliat we bad 
doterniined to assist tbe Eajab of Travancore in tlie defence of the 
forts of Cranganore and Jacottab, if it should appear upon inves- 
tigation that tbe Dutch did possess an independent right to dispose 
of them. 

But it gave us tbe most serious concern to find that the letters 
which you sent at the same time to Mr. Powney, the Besident of 
Travancore, and to the Eajab himself, are not only silent on the 
above determination which we had communicated to you, but are 
couched in terms calculated to discomrage a faithful ally in the 
defence of his own country against an enemy who w'^as within a few 
miles of his frontiers, and with the insolence and violence of whose 
character you have long been fully acquainted. 

It has also come under our observation, that posterior to the 
time of your having received information that Tippoo had com- 
mitted actual hostilities against the Eajah of Travancore, by attack- 
ing his lines on the northern frontier of his dominions on the 29th 
of December last, you have continued to advertise in the public 
T'l-.-^vsi-.np.or? for prr.posals for furnishing you with certain articles to 
a \ coM'iib'TiiliL' amount, for an investment for Em'ope; and by 
letters which the Commander-in-Chief has received from the com- 
manding officers of the troops under your Presidency, and laid 
• before this Board, it appear® to us, that although you had issued 
orders for a large body ol* troops to hold themselves in readiness to 
take the field at the .'i'.oriusL r.oliccr, and that a considerable detach- 
ment should march from the centre, for the purpose of reinforcing 
the southern division of your army, you had, after Tippoo’s flagrant 
infraction of the late treaty of peace was known at your Presi- 
dency, informed Colonel Musgrave that it was to be understood 
that bullocks were not to be provided for the Ordnance at Walan- 
jabad till further orders, and we saw that restriction with the more 
surprise, as it had been so recently verified by the military opera- 
tions of the late war in the Carnatic, that a disappointment in that 
branch ff .'-ur'ply would render all other preparations for active field 
service Jirorly Jiiigaiory and useless. 

After having thus enumerated the parts of your late public 
conduct which have appeared to us in a disadvantageous light, we 
have now to roquiro that you will assign your reasons for with- 
holding the information froju the- Eesident at Travancore, and from 
the Eajah himself, that we should assist in maintaining and defend- 
ing the forts of Cranganore and Jacottah, if it should bo proved 
upon investigation that those forts had been indopoiidc-m Diiudi 
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tl'.o comitry of Cochin became tributary to the 
M ■ t; .1 M ■ . ■ : : for continuing to take steps for promoting an 
investment for Europe; and for delaying to order a sufficient 
number of draught and carriage bullocks, for the purpose of en- 
abling the troops to act with vigour in the field, after it was 
Imown to you that Tippoo had attacked the Eajah of Travancore’s 
lines on the 29th of December last : being measures in which you 
seem to have acted in disregard or contradiction of our repeated 
instructions, by which you were directed to look upon Tippoo, if he 
should commence hostihties against either of our allies, the Nabob 
of Arcot or the Rajah of Travancore, as at war with the Company. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


Earl Corxwallis to the Right Hoh. Henry Dundas. 

DeAE SiE, Calcutta, Feb. 12, 1790. 

I have had so frequent occasions to express my sentiments 
to you with regard to Mr. Charles G-rant, that I need not repeat 
upon introducing him to yon, how much I am personally obliged 
to him, or how much the Bast liis country are 

indebted to his zealous services ..-.j . .r \ ;; .. 

I must beg of you for my sake to receive him with all possible 
kindness and attention, and I should recommend it to you for your 
own, to converse with him frequently upon every part of the 
business of this country. j 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornivallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, Feb. is, 1790 . 

The unprovoked attack which Tippoo hasp’ ..dr- 77 ■-u<’ 

the Eajah of Travancore has, much against my '■ ■■ ■! 

us into a war, and I was preparing to take the command upon the 
coast when we received the account of G-eneral Medows’s apjioint- 
ment to the Government of Fort St. George. I wish it had 
arrived either thi’ee months sooner or three months later ; in the 
first case I believe we should have had no war, for I am convinced 
that Tippoo was encouraged by the woabiess iiiid cori-iiitiioii of Mr. 
Hollond’s Government; and in the sccoml, withoiil. any (iiqtiiiugo- 
ment to Medows, whose character and abilities I highly respect, I 
think I could for a time have conducted the Civil and Military busi- 
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ness of the Carnatic with more ease and advantage than he could, 
from the greater experience I have had in the general affairs of 
India. I must now be satisfied with being Medows’s commissary, to 
furnish him with men, money, and stores ; to get no share of credit 
if things go well, and a large proportion of blame if they do not 
succeed. All this I feel severely, but I coujd not think it justifiable 
to leave my own Government in order to supersede such a man as 
Medows. 

Tills misfortune is likely to keep me another year in this 
country, and I should wish everything to be sent out as usual, 
unless I should have an opportunity of contradicting it. Some 
letters, newspapers, and magazines may, by way of precaution, be 
sent to St. Helena. 

If I should not come home, Brome might stay at Eton till he 
is seventeen and a half, which wiU be about Easter, 1792, and then 
if war still keeps me in India, for nothing else shall, he might go 
abroad with liis tutor in the manner you proposed. . . . 

It is a melamholy task to wvite all this, and to see all the effects 
of my economy, and the regulations of the finances wldclo cost me 
so much labour, destroyed in a feiv months. But 1 am pretty well 
inured to the crosses and vexations of this world, and so long as 
my conscience does not reproach me with any blame, I have for- 
titude enough to bear up against them. . . . 

Yours, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 


Eael Cornwallis to Colonel Musgeavb. 


Dear MtJSGRAVE, Calcutta, Feb. 17, 1790. 

Captain Maitland ^ was so desirous to go to the coast, that 
if it had been thought necessary at present to have continued the 
establishment of a Major of Brigade to the King’s troGjis in Bengal, 
I am sure he would have resigned the office rather than have 
remained here ; but as there is a vacancy of a Major of Brigade at 


1 Captain, afterwards the Right Hon, 
Sir Thomas Maitland, G.C.B., a General, 
and Colonel 10th Regt. Son of James, 7th 
Earl ..'-r.r.l.rl 1. 17 W., .L .T::V 17, 

by sea 

■'i.l’. ;>• -■ \.>v. 

1771 ;■:) N . 177 '. . '■>'!:! N; v. I i[: ■ 

;7'.'’;, :■!! ■ Jr- ,1. v.:-.,,! he 
VOL. I, 


C-'"crr.-;-r r-f Ceylon, where he re- 
m n:--:-.: >".\ O;.-;. i.S!l. He was a Commis- 
sioner of the Board of Control for a few 
months, 1804-5. In 1816 he went out as 
Lord High Commissioner to the Ionian 
Islands, where by his firm and perhaps some- 

.'■(.■h:-:-.);.-; ■'= •■ K.j!. i om."' ii-.: : . 
sit ni’lL'i his dcarh. 

2 I 
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Madras, I Iiaye an opportunity of indulging liis ardour for service 
Avitliout its occasioning the loss of his office, and have accordingly 
appointed him. 

With every good disposition towards Sir George Leith, ^ I could 
not have brought myself to consent to his having the office, as I 
have great reason to believe that there was a pecuniary agreement 
between him and the late Major of Brigade, and being convinced 
that a more ruinous practice cannot be introduced into the service 
than that of buying and selling the Staff appointments, I shall ever 
think it my duty to set my face in the most determined manner 
against such a traffic. . . . 

What a precious time have we lost! If every exertion had 
been used to put the army in motion from the moment that you 
heard of the commencement of hostilities, as our repeated orders in 
the clearest manner directed, it is possible that by this time Tippoo 
might have written in an humbler strain. 

There has been no apathy on our part, for besides the three 
companies of your regiment, we have embarked a battalion of 
artillery, completed with healthy and chosen men, and in addition 
to former supplies and remittances, the two Indiamen carry eight 
lacs of rupees in specie, and your friend Cockerell ® will be at Mu- 
sulipatam by the latter end of April, with six fine battalions of 
sepoys completed to ten companies each. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Eaul Coenwallis to C. W. Malbt, Esq. 

Silt, Fort William, Feb. 28, 1790. 

Some considerable advantages have no doubt been experi- 
enced by the system of neutrality, which the Legislature requii-ed of 
the Governments in this countiy, but it has at the same time been 
attended with the unavoidable T- :.il 
exposed to the necessity of con.-’ ■ ■, ■.'■i-.; ■. v. ;• / i.."... 

viously seemed the assistance of efficient Allies. 

The late outrageous infraction of the treaty of peace by Tippoo, 
furnishes a case in point. 

We could not suffer the dominions of the Eajah of Travancore, 
who was included byname as our Ally in that treaty, to be ravaged 

^ ■’ : T-’.". -.. • ThrmrsWricTi! Vi! r--;.. rfW.,..!- -V'. 

abb' - . ■- i C* Vf: b. A;-. 

! , . . • 1752, d. July 6, 1798, unmarried. He 

18-12; m. Doc. la, 1798, Albinia, dau. of entered the armj' at tire early age of 12. 
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or msulted, without being jn^fly pusillanimity or a 

flagrant breach of faith, and wiilii .-ii di'-lairnuiring ourselves by that 
means, in the view of all the powers in India; and as we have been 
almost daily obliged for several years past, to declare to the 
Marattas and to the Nizam, that we were precluded from contract- 
ing any new engagements with them for affi)rding them aid against 
the injustice or ambition of Tippoo, I must acknowledge that we 
cannot claim as a right, the performance of those promises which 
the Marattas have repeatedly made to co-operate with us, whenever 
^re should be forced into a war with that Prince. 

My dependence upon die .-uppiut •..•f Loth those powers upon 
the present occasion, is f amdi-d iipoM the expectation of their 

being guided by the common influence of passions, and by con- 
siderations of evident interest, which ought to dispose them to seize 
a favourable opportunity with eagerness, to reduce the power of a 
Prince whose amhilion knows no bounds, and from whom both of 
them have suffered numberless insults and injuries. 

Notwithstanding these inducements to engage readily with us 
in the war, I conceive it very possible that the Marattas in par- 
ticular, will endeavour to extort um'easonable stipulations from us 
for their co-operation. But if Tippoo shall receive no European 
support, it will be the less necessary for us to comply with demands 
of that description, as I trust that our own force will be sufficient 
to exact f! full the violation of peace. 

But a- I— i':. , . - ;dy termination of the war is 

not only a matter of the utmost consequence to the finances of the 
Company, but will almost preclude a possibihty of Tippoo being 
assisted or even encomaged, hi consequence of any orders that this 
war may produce from France, I thought it right, in order to 
obtain the aid of the Marattas, to offer them a defensive alliance 
against Tippoo, to which they would in reason and equity have a 
good title, if they were to take an active part with us, without 
having made such a previous engagement. 

I have no reason to believe that Tippoo has on this occasion 
acted in concert with the French Government in this country ; and 
the convulsed state of the a'’r.:!r- ^ lb-.' . ■■■ i'! F: ■ . render it 

at least highly improbable li ■ ■■ :'=■ ■; ■■ome to an 

open rupture with u«, by supporting a. Prince who has been noto- 
rioudy v.he iiggiv.:r-i)r. 

'I.'o pro\ i(,le h(nvi;\'(-r as as may !)•.; j.ossible against that 

coiitiiigcuey , i lii.iv>; l■(;■f|IU:^t(.■(L^d‘^i!0 Co7ii!ii':idoiv-, win) has luckily the 
superiority in naval force, to keep a watchful’ eye upon all the mo- 
tions of the French in those seas, and I have also solicited a friendly 
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attention to the same object, of the Dutch Governor of Ceylon, who 
resents the behaviour of Tippoo to the settlement of Cochin, and 
has shown a disposition to take some concern about the Rajah of 
Travancore. But should the French, contrary to all present ex- 
pectation, determine to assist Tippoo, the co-operation of the 
Marattas would then become of so much more value to us, that it 
would be necessary on our part to b- ^ ‘ di^mlt ’u r:='rrt’“ 7 to con- 
ditions which might be reqiiired f •■.! ■■■ _■ 'i- .■."■l ■■■■dth the 
instructions aheady in possession, I shall rely with great confidence 
on yom’ ability and discretion, for conducting the negotiation with 
the Poonah Ministers, upon either of the * 

I cannot bring myself to imagine tl:--' ■ !:■ ■■ - ..i- 

the Nizam could be persuaded to take an active part against us in 
conjunction with Tippoo ; though it does not appear entirely impro- 
bable that they may at fii-st receive our propositions for their de- 
claring in our favour with some degree of coldness, either with the 
view to obtain more favourable conditions than we may be disposed 
to offer, or with that of allowing two Powers who must be the 
objects either of their enmity or jealousy, to exhaust then strength 
in a struggle between themselves. And as we have uniformly pro- 
fessed that unless Tippoo should violate the late treaty of peace, 
we were not at liberty to contract any aUiances of an hostile 
tendency to him, I do not think it absolutely impossible that the 
Marattas may have taken some steps, or have made some pro- 
fessions of firiendship, for the purpose of encouraging him to dis- 
engage us from the restraints that we have described, by attacking 
our ally the Rajah of Travancore. 

I shall defer entering into an examination of the most judicious 
mode of co-operating with, or directing the exertions of, the 
Marattas against the common enemy, until I can hear from you in 
answer to my letter dated the 27th of January, because I should 
thinl?: it incumbent upon me to agree to almost any conditions of 
that nature, which they might appear determined to annex to their 
decision for making an immediate declaration in our favour. 

I am, &c., 

COKNWALLIg. 
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AMERICA. 

Ro. 1. 

Eael Cornwallis to Sir Henry ■ Clinton. 

Sir, Charlestown, June 30, HSO. 

In my letter from Camden of tlae 2nd instant I had the honour to 
inform you that I was employed in regulating the militia, and establishing 
some hind of government in this province ; and I likewise mentioned the 
state and the steps that I had taken relative to our friends in North Carolina. 
I f’v.-t proceed with the affairs of South Carolina. As the different dis- 

.. ■■ : T.' V’- -- 'ny power, formed them into 

■ ■ i ■ ■ . • I the old divisions of the pro- 

vince. I invested these field-officers with cmi as well as military power, as 
the most effectual means of |)ro:irev\;:i'; order and ■*’" K^’^g’s 

authority in this country. 1 d:* iJed rini mil’iia ■ ■ to 

consist of men i:.bovo ibrly, and of cert;:!:; ]>rop('i I.y, fiiri-]y, or service. This 
class to be depi, mlcd upon for :.iu! prc.NcrxaiLen << order in their respective 
districts, and r.o do '.ins palrolc dory, hut ni.'\vri- i,o be coded o.:t. except iu case 
of an insurrecvi. 0 :! or iUi aern:!: invasiioi ‘-f ri.e proNinci;. 'I':ic e.'ass 

(lo; I '■ .>v,-d o'* y« I'.mgcv men, not only to assist in the home duties, but liable to 
ho c ido .i ■■■uv i':-!' •“>: each twelve months to serve in either of the Carolinas 

. ■! ■ ” ; ’M!) ck.S'' '‘I i.ufih proport'or.s as 

. ■ ! *■ of imdoubted attachment to 

■ d- ' . ■ • has always been moderate ; 

and the field-officers of the Eebel Militia, memb - >i" ' . 

men, and acting magistrates, were ordered to go ■ ■ . 

on the coast between Charlestown and Beaufort, to remain there until their 
conduct and character could be inquired into, and that their presence iii the 
country might not awe those that were inclined to return to l.heir duty, aiid 
our friends from assuming the authority necessary to give vigour to our 
Government. The rest of those that were notoriously disaffected, I ordered 

1 ^ but subject, in lieu of 

. , ■ , ■ ■ ■ ■ . ' ■■ ■ lU'ovisions, waggons, 

■ ’i . ■' time I readpy agreed 

bi j; propo^ril msdo by a Mr. .ILirr^-m h, a |>r.>\::.i;-al corps rf 500 mo?", 

vl; 0 ?M';k of ro bo coiopo-cd of > iio o;' riu* b ;-..wv .;,oi 

the Pedee and Wataree, and in wMch it is at present extremely probable' that 
he will succeed. 

YOU I. 



2 K 



486 


LORD CORNWALLIS, 


App. No, T, 


I had advanced thus far when I was met on the 1 1th of this month by two 
gentlemen, one of whom had been in an high station, and both principally 
concerned in the rebellion, who said they were come to surrender, upon the 
proclamation of the Commissioners of the 1st of June. However extra- 
ordinary ■' ■ H — . T was forced to acknowledge that no pro- 
clamation ' ■ ; . mmunicated to me, and 

J ■ .M j’-- -L — IS of their proffered submis ■ 

' well a-,. n-H 

which was soon after transmitted to ■ . I ' ■ ' ' ' 

overstrained the meaning of the first, for, after considering both, I thought 
myself at liberty to persevere in sending on parole to the islands the field- 
officers of militia, the members of council, assembly men, acting magistrates, 
&c., the first as falling under the exception of the military line in your 
Nxcnllency’s proclamation, and the remainder as under the description of 
those 2 )(ilIuto(l witli tlie blood of their fellow subjects, excej^ted by the pro- 
clamation of the Commissioners. This measure ai^peared absolutely necessary 
for tlio security of the jorovince, especially as our hold is much loosened of a 
coii^idurfiblc uunibcr of peo23le, who, being notoriously disaffected, cannot 
with prudence be trusted with arms, and admitted into the militia, but are 
disengaged froi ; i’-.-':- by !’■•' of the 3rd instant. The 

submission of >x‘: Ni-:i 'y-i^^N. whose I 

with Captain Paris’ letter, and the disijersion of a jjarty (‘t lb. \\:.m [w. [ 
asrtoinblcd at an iron work on the north-west border of tbe province, by a 
’■.■ .’.-Colonel Turnbull, put an end 

After having made the following disposition of the troops, I arrived in 
town on the 25th. Major M‘ Arthur with the 71st Regiment, a troop of 
(lr,!g--'>’i';. !:;;d a o*i iho Cher'’ w Hill, with orders to cover the 

riiisi'ig ■" .Mi-, i i.':---:-!-. c'-.-. r.i-.d -.o v-r:; Wish the militia in the districts 

(,)■■ I ■■i,. !’■„■■, h-o ; iljj ror-ii.i; •■■•...•r ; Webster’s brigade, and the pro- 

• vincials that marched with me and Brown’s corps remain at Camden, and 
Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull’s, with some cavalry, at Rocky Mount j the whole 
under the command of Lord Rawdon. Lieu-t.-Colonel Balfour’s detachment 
■■■ ’ " .> by the Congarees to Ninety-Six ; whilst 

. '■ ■ ■ . . "dor Graham, are giving orders for the 

militia of those districts. I l-i .<■ ic-.-d r Rerguson to visit every dis- 
'd ' ■ ' ! • " ' ■ • " ■ hed, to procure 

• ; ■ , ■ , I of militia, can 

only ■* I’ ■ r .d class should be called ou-t for 

servic . ■ justice of peace than of a soldier. 

: ■ ■ ' ' '■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ mary commissions, wMch perhaps 

your Excellency will find more convenient to confirm by a line in your next 
despatch, than to take the trouiblc of signing, as the number for tbe whole 
■ ' ’ ' ' ■ ’ ■ 1 1 '. 1 ' . , ' , ' > ■ Ions with 

; f . ! progress 

' ■ ' . ■ , • story cor- 

; i !.d l.iV.'i: , p'- ; ■ ■ ■ 'I ’ ^ iehty 

i' ''' I i. b- , ! ■ ' of a 

considerable body of tlie inhabitants, and of . ‘ ' ing a 

body oi ti'oopsi in mat coiuiriy till the harvest is over. -'Inis reason, tne heat 
of cl in summer, and tlio unsettled state of South Carolina, all concurred to 
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convince me of the necessity of ' that side 

until tlie latter end of August or ’ ' ' ■ ' ■ ' " ■ ■ . isequencp 

I sent emissaries to the leading persons amongst our friends, recommending 
in the strongest terms that they should attend to their hai’vest, prepare pro- 
visions, and remain quiet until th-'- T \ ■ - were ready to enter the 
province. Notwithstanding these ; ■ ■■■■.!. sorry to say that a con- 

siderable number of loyal inhabitants of Tryon county, encouraged and 
headed by a Colonel Moore, whom I know nothing of, and excited by the 
sanguine emissaries of the very sanguine and :roprrd'r-t T.^--,it.-Colonel 
Hamilton, rose on the 18th instant without order c-v.iiion, mid were in a 
few days defeated by General Rutherford, with some loss. I stiU hope that 
this unlucky business will not materially affect the general plan, or occasion 
any commotions on the frontiers of this provinces. The force of the enemy in 
North Carolina consists of about 1000 militia at Cross Creole, under General 
Caswell, 400 or 500 militia under General Rutherford, at or near Salisbury, 
TT... uiJor Genm-id Rovvo-fcM. 


, ' i .v 2':: 0 Mlnylir i| ii; <1 fn iaw 

■li-Ou;-!* iii- TTiP-k' ■'rougi' under Major-General De Kalbe; other accounts have 
(, I”'' iid but I have since heard that the greatest imrt of the 
last have returned to Virginia. 

After having thus fully stated the ■ ■■■' ;•-'••••• -f-rfo Carolinas, 

I shall now take the liberty of giving • . . . • ■ ■ , to the prac- 
ticability and the probable effect of ' . '• ' ■ quarter, and 

my own intentions, if not otherwise d • i .• ” , . 

I think that with the force at present under my command (except there 
. should be a considerable foreign interference) I can leave South Carolina in 
security, and march about the beginning of September with a body of troops 
.-..j... 1 .- 0 ;- ■>- ...... ■■v--''-,-l-.ility of reducing 


assistance of our friends there, b- • 

TSJ— 



■ . . ' of opinion that 
c , ■ would prove an 
. 3 kept, with the 


to employ ~ ■ •• .■ •. ■ 

Chesapeak, ■■ ' . ■ ’ . ' . • 

Carolina. 1 ' i . ' • . . ’ ! ' , . ’ ■ ' • ■ ' . . ■ ’ ■ > ' . ■ 

before that time, I shall take my ■ o ' ' J ■ 

above plan about the latter end of August or beginning of September, and 

officer commanding his Mf ^ ■ , co-opera- 

■ ' ■ , ' ' which at present woulc , > navy, and 

not " ’ 'f ■■ ■ ■ . 

' • : which mentions that two officers 

had arrived there from Pensacola, who ■.■■■■■■’; 1 I’ :' T)>n Galvez was at 
Mobil.:- t-imc iiy, a:‘d -hort ■ ' ■ ■ . that the Mentor 

had .bp>:::v.:.-h v;(;t'.:.:!ii;r.'s on their passage from the Havamiah to 

Mobil.', m-;l l):'ou;dd: them i-do Pi.u^ncola. 

I ii'.'.i-iCiiiiiU.'ly. iii with the directions contained in your 

;c: Lor oi‘ ; i:o r ;■:! of J uno, ordo" proper ■ ■ ’ ' b ' ; 1 

for cattb previous to iIlo taldiig of CTif ■ 

T’li;-.!; or.-glii. i .) i;-c ir'.id. gr- a:-. ;-ir.rnl>. 

which no receipts were given. These claims shall undergo the same e.xamina- 

2 K 2 
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tion as the receipts, and shall depend upon similar certificates. You will be 
pleased to direct from what fund the whole sum, when ascertained, is to be 
paid. 

-j- 1 , 1 , i?. — . a,s the point appears 

to n . .siness, and the service suffers 

no inconvenience from a little delay, I herewith send Mr, Moore’s letter to 
General Patterson on the ■ '"I ‘‘“ve likewise directed Mr. Moore to 

transmit his other papers ■ ' your Excellency’s determination. 

Mr. Graham, Lieut.-Gove ■ G V ■ . 

advanced to refugees, to ' . ■ ■■ i . ■ • . ‘ ' 

to the 24th of June, as Inspector of Eetugees in Ueorgia ; out as ne uuorms 
me that his commission for that office is not signed, I beg to know your 
pleasure whether his account is to be allowed. I must likewise know whether 
the pay is to be continued to the of cr;.'tures, and if it is, to 

what fund it is to be charged; or, your iuU that it should cease 
whilst the ti’i:, c’c- ir.nctive, whether you wish that when the troops take 
the field “iio o-.’c, .'h •.•.'.•.1 bo in the persons of the present Commis- 

sioners. 

Judge Pendleton, who, in his judicial character, committed a number of 
barbarous murders on the p>.-> hi'' Ma'cs^y’s loyal subjects, has escaped 
from his ]iai’o]e. and I find by iv.iv.'.'i '.vi'icii .1 called for that not less than 
fiOO GoiitincTital prisoners have made their escape since the town was taken. 
I have now taken measures which I hope will enable us to keep those that 
rojiia::; 'Hi'.;'! (A-char-ge can take place. 

r.rii.nu'i’cr'-Gor.ora: showed me a letter which he received from 

.Major -Vr.vlrd •.■■.‘'..'.• ivc I :- -I.’,' general court-martial left with him, in which he 
expressed your desire that 1 sliould give my opinion of iho p:’'>|),'r obj; iff 
mercy or severity, I must lament the fate of those uul'.i', ppy p. oplo wi.o 
have been and must remain so long confined ; but as aU those under sentence 
of death are convicted of desertion and carrying arms against their country, 
I cannot bring myself to say that they axe proper objects of mercy. 

The morning that I left Camden I had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s despatches and instructions that had been left in charge of 
Erigadifir-Cenend Patterson. Your Excellency may depend on my utmost 
attention to them, and on my zeal in fulfilling your wishes in every respect. 
The detachment of the 17th Dragooiis will sail for New York with the first 

convoy. ff - ; ' — - ^ week or ten days ; and 

now I • ■ ■ your Excellency and myself, 1 shall 

only add that j honour to he, &c., 

OoRNWALLIS. 
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Ea.BI) COBN-WAIiLIS TO LoBD GeOBGB GbEMAIH. 

My Lord, Camdeii, Aug. 20, 1780, 

Your Lordship will have been informed by Sir Henry Clinton of every- 
thing that passed in the province of South Carolina from the reduction of 
Charlestown to the defoaL of the corps under Colonel Burford by tbe great 
exertion and valour of Liont.-(;olonel ■I'arletou. 
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Sir Henry soon afterwards embarked for New York, and appointed me to 
the command of his Majesty’s forces in the southin-ii provinces. I was then 
at Camden, but the corps with me being totally destitute of ■ 
clothing, rum, salt, and other articles necessaiy for troops in ! ■ ■ . ' ■ ■ 

of the held, and provisions of all kinds being deficient, almost 
a famine, in North Carolina, it was impossible for me to penetrate into tnat 
province before the harvest ; I therefore employed myself in fixing posts of 
troops from the Pedee to the Savannah iiivers, to awe the disaffected and 
encourage the loyal inhabitants, and I took every measure in my power to 
raise some provincial corps, and to establish a mihtia as well for the defence, 
as for the internal government of South Carolina. One prr.v'nciol corps, 
to consist of 500 men, was put in commission to be rai'C-d hoi we; -; the 
Pedee and the Wateree, to be commanded by Mr. Harrison with the rank of 
Major ; and another of the same number was ordered to be raised in the 
district of Ninety-Six, to be commanded by Mr. Cunningham, to whom, on 
account of his active loyalty for many years past, I gave the rank of Lieut.- 

Colonel; and --’"-"-■'I to be great reason to expect that both these 

corps would " ..as well as the first South Carolina regiment, 

which was composed of refugees who had now returned to their native 
country. 

In the distric' ^ '’'T'--* ' ■'2^. fthe 
province, Lieut. -I, .- ■ . , . i . ■ ' ,ythe 

active assistance ■ ' ‘ . ■ . • al of 

the militia of thi ^ . . • " ■ ■ ions 

of militia consisting of above 4000 men, and entirely composed ’* ■■ > ■’ ; ■ ’I 
affected to the British Government, which were so regulated ■ ' , 1 

with ease furnish 1500 men at a short notice for the defence of the frontier, 
or any other home service. But I must take this opportunity of observing 
that this militia can be of little use for distant military operai ions, a.s they 
will not stir without a horse, and on that accoimt j'oiir I.ordship will soo the 
i-.m-.:r-,->::b'iy of keeping a numbt'- ,■ destroying the 

uv... ■^li; battalions were ‘ • .. ^ ‘ , other officers, 

on the very extensive line from Broad liiver to Cheraws, hut they were in 
gi:' '.•.ci !., or not much to be relied on for their fidelity. 

!;■. im p”. tect the raising of Harrison’s ooip.s, and to awe a large 

tract of disaffected country between the Pedee and Black River, 1 posted 

Majni- M‘ Arthur with the 7^ --V ' "1. -rHill 

on the Pedee, where his de . ■ ■ ■ ; ■ ■ ■ . ' ■ intry 

with pr'^v’Bior.'i of all kinds . ■' ’ ■ ' ■ . • . ■ , ■ • sdin 

::-: i on the left of tjaruaeu, wnere tne people were known to be 
ill disposed ; and the main body of the o= .rr.> wr:? po>t;-d at Camden, which, 
for this country, is reckoned a tolerably h-.-.i'.' i.y i-hic.*, .‘..'u; where the troops 
could most conveniently subsist, and '’■r---.' . ; \ . 

kinds from Charlestown. I likewise ' , . '. . ■ ■ - , ■ i ■ ■ 

ence with our friends in North Carol ■ .. . . . ■ ■ i' ■- 

tions to attend to their harvests, and : 1 « . . ■ i c 

their relief. In this business I was g- ■ i 

whose abilities and zeal for the service, I b""- 

.r.rd which T beg H .■ ,■ ■■■■■■ h ' ■ . 

;!s ,iii: ierm.' ioh:^ 

made ;hc . ; . 1 ' j-'-:--. : ■ , ■ ing the faoe of 

tranquillity and subm ■ ■■ ■ ■ Charlestown, 

leaving the command of the troops on the frontier to Lord llawdon, who was, 
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: -.I the Commandant of Charlestown, tlie next 

About this time I h , . ■ ' of the Maryland and Delaware Con- 

tinental troops were entering North Carolina under Major-General Baron de 
Kalbe, and that he meant to take ’ Tr'”'^‘"')ugh. There was 

then in that country a corps of ‘ ry under Colonel 

Porterfield, some militia at Salis-- 'V ■ ' ■ • ' ' ■ ' under Generals 

Eutherford and Sumpter, and a large body of miHtia at Cross Creek under 
General Caswell. As all these corps were at a great distance from us, and as 
I knew it to be ’urpossible to march any considerable body of men across the 
province of N'orrh Cv.rv'i Isc^Vro the harvest, I did not expect that our 
r would be much disturbed for two months, and by that 

, i ' ; ' , ■ ,ble to imdertake offensive operations. 

■ . ' ■ . : dness to do at Charlestown in regulating the civil and 

commercial affairs of the town and country, in endeavouring to form a militia 
in the lower distric-', ir'.d b' fovvavdi:'.:; th.v f 'V tlu rnll 

at the time intend >:d. TiiO b;:'biv:>.7! ol’i! i. c*.-:i!i'. ry v.,-- j'n.r.icv.'.i'.r!, , 

for many parts of ■ '-.o lowi:;- d ’s-.. s u'lA ■.'.■■■■ c-';!. jr.;; 

(except in Charlestown) is so bad within a hundi’ed miles of the coast, from 
the end of June until the middle of October, that troops could not be sta- 
tioned among them during Pr.;'!: r-oriod, v:ithcw.t s'. rf their being 

rendered uscle.ss for some i f.)v miiivrir;- Ic-.;, ;> v < ir b'.-’y lost; and 

our ijrincipiil friends, for the same reasons, were extremely unwilling to 
remain in the coxintry during that period, to assist in forming the militia and 
csfnblishir.g siome kind of government. However, under all these difficulties 
■.ho on when onr tranquillity was first disturbed by the 

accounts of a pi*emature rising of our friends in Tryon county, North Caro- 
lina, in the latter end of June, who having assembled without concert, plan, 
or proper leadens, were two days after surprised and totally routed by the 
son of General I’liLlierrord. Many of them fled into this province, where 
their reports tend much to terrify our friends and encourage our enemies ; 
and about tlic same time, notwithstanding my injunctions to the contrary, 
another body of Loyalists rose at the forks of the Yadkin, under Colonel 
Bryan (driven to it, as they said, by the most barbarous persecution), and, 
after a long and difficult march, joined Major M'Aithur at the Oheraw^ to the 
amount of upwards of 700 men. 

Baron de N-’h' ■ ■’ ’ ’-i ^ ' Deep Eiver, where he was joined 

first by Gene; ' ■ \ ■, and about the 25th by General 

Gates, who took the command of the army. But as he was still above a 
hundred miles from Major M‘Arthur, which was the nearest post to him. 
Lord Eawdon did not think it necessary to make any material alteration in 
the disposition of the troops. , From this time until the 20th of July many 
skirmishes happened on the frontiers of Ninety-Six, and to'.viivdo 
but none of any material consequence. The enemy had, o in i:' 
mean time filled this pi’ovince with their emissaries, and in all the eastern 
part of it were planning a general revolt, which our lenity had left hut too 
much in their power. The Cheraw HiU was a post of great consequence, and 
had the appearance of being healthy, but it proved so much the contrary, and 
sickness car-" ■"■ -r r----” . least two-thirds of the 71st 

Bogimont n ■ ' rendered unfit for service. 

About this time the enemy were known to be in motion, but tbe rigour of 
their government (many of our principal friends in North Carolina being 
confined in dungeons, loaded with irons, and several- having been put to 



1780. 


MOYEMENTS OF LOM) EAWDON. 


491 


» death) had so intimidated those on whose good-will and ability to give the 
most accurate intelligence we had the greatest reason to depend, that Lord 
Kawdon could obtain no certain accounts of them. 

The salvation of the 71st Regiment, as well as every other consideration, 
determined his Lords'! ;-p \vi;h.i!-nv.- t’-.c y.i-.st .-it Cher. ■•■■■’ Hill; this the active 
incendiaries of the ropro'::!.'-.;^ r,:; '‘..ar, and so encouraged 

the disalffected, and terrified the wavering, that the whole country between 
Pedee '"’-'■'r R-r--- — .--r--'' principles of rebellion, and collect- 
ing in ‘ 

Our Cheraw militia having seized and bound their field-officers, attacked 
and took some boats on the Pedee, in which Major M'Ai-thur was sending 
near I''''- - = ' -1 ' ■ 0' * was greatly alarmed for a small detach- 
ment I , . ■ ■ Wemys to reduce the pr-oplo of Ororge- 

town to some order, and for my water-communication <)=>. i:r,c on 

which at that time a large quantity of rum, salt, arms, and military stores 
were moving in boats up to Camden. 

At this time General Sumj>ter, whose nu.mbo-".«! wore much nugmontod by 
+Uo ■.^>.wov,+ o-fPo4-..o_ o+4-nf.Vorl (,.jj i h'.tl's ,M ,i;;i i! . '.U!! Wll.S 

, , i- • ofM.:ou:.-f.-o].riorT;:n i-i.;;, i;!;d iLo 

■•■I ' • . !. • . C ■' C,',teswas 

advancing with his whole force • ^ ' ■ 'whose 

capacity and zeal for the service I cannot too much commend) saw the 
necessity of contracting his posts, and securing Camden, where we had all our 
stores, and above 700 sick ; but he could not immediately withdraw his whole 
force to that place, without a certainty of losing his communication with 
Charlestown, and exposing the • y-r-’-'l— 'N'-'-.cty-Six command 

to be surrounded and cut off. ; ' . ‘ ‘ ... -Colonel TurnbuU 

at Rooky Mount, reinforced his post at Planging Rock, an^l p'' < v d elf 
v. iih il e p'-ii.o'Uid fi'i-itc i;'.' o". the west branch oi I. : c’;.-.-- 

'I'Ik; p-.)-!, (!" I'll;! giiig R- ek ’.-.•il' by Oeufvr.l F-umvi" or d''-^ - aTcv 

his repulse from Rooky Mourn, .uui very l■.(.;^.■!y 1 1 L < < . of 

CaptainM'CuIlough(since dead o‘‘ ■ .•oui'.ii.';'; of 1 ..' e h fji:: m , i 
preserved it. Lord Rawdon wri..-il fi r <■! 11. v. :.:i vl;-.- -e;*.'. d, 

33rd, 71st, and Volunteers of Ireland, who came up, but did a ^ 1 me 

to attack him ; in the meantime his Lordship performed the 
removing the sick of the 71st Regiment to Camden. General ..-u 

no disposition to attack the corps at Robertson’s, Lord I; , ■ . ■ 
appi'chciiding that his intention might be either to reinforce oumpter and 
■ - posts at Pocky Moimt or n.'-vrug Roc’n: ; 

. ■ . ■ ■ ! ..! ■ . .'his .stores and take his sr<:'s i.dv.’i, 

' ■ I ace, where he was joined by the corps 

which had been before moved from Hanging Rock to Rugeley’s Mill,- and 
directed Lieut. -Colonel Turnbull to quit Rocky Mount, and either come down 
the west side of the Wateree to Camden, or fall back on the mihtia-posts 
commanded by Major Ferguson on Broad River. 

AH these incidents and movements on both sides were regularly reported 
to rrx - Cl 'irlo^.tov.-n by T.ord Rawdou. r.nd T shall have the honour of 

infori' . _ ' ) I »!>!j’)) f>f ri.c- in my next despatch, which wiU 

be Wi !..o moiiow. i honour to be, &o., 

COBNWALLIS. 
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No. ni. 

Eael Cobnwallis to Lokd George Germain. 

My Lord, Camden, Ang. 21, 1780. 

It is with great pleasure that I communicate to your Lordship an 
account of a complete victory obtained on the 16th instant by his Majesty’s 
troops under my command over the rebel southern army commanded by 
General Gates. 

In my* despatch No. 1, I had the Honour to inform your Lordship that 
while at Cliarlestowu, I was regularly acquainted by Lord Rawdqn with every 
inatoriaJ inoidejit or movement made by the enemy or by the troops under 
his Lordship’s command. On the 9th two expresses arrived with an account 
that Generil Gates was advancing towards Linches Creek with his whole 
. 1 . — ..-j. ijq gQQQ men, exclusive of a detachment of 1000 

■; who, after having in ’..I .‘vrd If ro"'.;*; the 

posts at Eooky Mount and Hanging Eock, was ’'...'.i.-vr-! :.i Iv iiiii;; ; :me 
trying to get round the left of our position, to cut oflE" our communication 
with the Congarees and Charlestown; that the disaffected country between 
Pedee and Black Eiver had actual! ■ . ■" 1: ‘.• I '’ 't Lord Eawdon was 

contracting his ’ si iiud ' ’ ’ • at Camden. 

In conaequei v',:- <>\ rhi.'* a^or finishiuj ■ "• : - ■■■''■. 

of business at Charlestown, I set out on the evening ' ' , . ! 

at Camden on the night between the 13th and 14th, and there found Lord 
Eawdon with our whole force, except Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull’s small detach- 
ment, which fell ’'r-'k ’fount to Major Ferguson’s posts of the 

militia of Ninety-" , ' I;' . 

I..had now my option to make, either to retire or attack the enemy, for 
the position at Camden was a bad one to be attacked in, and by General 
Sumpter’s advancing down the Wateree, my supplies must have failed me in 
a few days. 

I saw no difficulty in making good my retreat to Charlestown, with the 
troops that were able to march ; but in taking that resolution I must have 
not only loft - 1 * • .' . r of stores at this place, but I 

clearly sa^v t : , xcept Charlestown, and of all 

‘ ' ‘ , ' ■ . o 

t;.!)!:' '1. ijil ■" l!- b; ‘p;; :.p-Vi:r,l' (/ oiji-o niosi. oxeh;i:-!\\' i'?G.neral 

i/i i a Virvinia ipiliva (k < -• 1600 
UiP :. <:! !.;•■ ii;:; iCtl.v i o:- 1 : ci 1.0 Jo;:. :hj mi;!;-, bv - ly <:vi:!'y and 

my own corps, which never was numerous, was now reduced by sickness and 
other casualties to fS— ■..<«« ij-.i-j.:,. . men of regulars and i'lcirl.'r. lu.d 
400 or 500 militia ar . ^ ref:r:-~. TT— v:-.-'- ilie I'i.ri. 

of the troops that I h?d Ci n 

sufficiently garrisoned ■ . ■ . . ■ ' . , ■ seeing little to lose by a 

defeat, and much to g : _ -y, * ■ \ i to take the first good 

opportunity to attack the rebel army. Accordingly, I took great pains to 

procure good information of the:-’ ,— 3 _ .... .i t i . .i .m. 

they had encamped, after march' '■■ ■. \i ■ . 

about 12 miles from hence, on 1 , ‘ ■ ‘ .'■■■■■ 

some iulnlligont people woU acquainted with the ground, I detorinined to 

march at ten 0 clock on the night of the 15th, and to attack at daybreak, 
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their continentals, who from good intel- 
i I- ;:!.--. . ' ■ . ; ; . close to Colonel llugeley’s house. Late in 

the evening I received information that the Virginians had joined that day j 
however, that having 1 T did not alter my plan, but marched at 

the hour appointed, l-.-.-.w.g i.:o viv'v;S!C'j of Camden to some provincials, 
militia, and convalescents, and a detachment of the 63rd regiment, which, by 
being mounted on horses which they had j)ressed on the road, it was hoped 
would arrive in the course of the night. 

7 ’ h ■ - ' h when about half an hour past two in the morn- 

: ■ ■ ■ i . . 1 with the enemy. By the weight of the fire I 

was convinced they were in considerable force, and was soon assured by some 
deserters and prisoners that it Avas the whole rebel army on its march to 
attack us at Camden. I immediately halted and formed, and the enemy 
doing the same, the firing soon ceased. Confiding in the discipline and 
coui’age of his Majesty’s troops, and well apprised by several intelligent 
inhabitants, that the ground on which both armies stood being narrowed by 
swamps on tbe right and left, was extremely favourable for my number’s, I did 
not choose to hazard the great stake for which I was going to fight, to the 
imcertainty and confusion to which an action in the dark is so particularly 
liable. But having taken measures that the enemy shotdd not have it in 
their power to avoid an engagement on that ground, I resolved to defer the 

attack .l>.y H..! of the right consisting -'r .. corps of light 

infantip.', i',.,.,! I’egiments, under the c..- i.i:i;r'.! < i.ii.'.r. .-Colonel 

Webster, the division of the left consisting of the volunteers of Ireland, 
infantry of the legion, and part of Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton’s Noi’th Carolina 
regiment, under the command of Lord Bawdon, with two 6 and two 
3-pounders, which were commanded by Lieut. M‘Leod. The 71st regiment, 
with two 6-pounders, was formed as a reserve, one battalion in the rear of 

o\-. i.'iu''. of tbe ri.'bt. the other of that of the left, and the cavalry of the 
icg'oii i'> rl.v: I'l.-av, !!;:d (the country being woody) close to the 71st regi- 
ment, with orders to seize any opi>ortunity that might offer to break tbe 
enemy’s line, and to be ready to protect our own in case any corps should 
meet with a check. 

This disposition was just made wb T j-t vcoivv-d that the enemy, having 
persisted in their resolution to fight, :b:-:i.v;'.l i'.i iwo lines ojjposito and 
near to us, and, observing a movement on their left, wb'cb 1 .enpposed to be 
with an intention to make some alteration in their or.h::-, I uliv.c'jd J.iout.- 
Colouel Webster to begin the attack, which was done with great vigour, and 
in a few minutes the action ’ ■ ’'.v.”' whole front. It was at this 

time a dead calm, with a 1: , , ■ ■ ■ air, which, preventing the 

smoke from rising, occasioned so thick a darkness, that it was difficult to see 
the effect of a very heavy and well-supported fire on both sides. Our line 
continued to advance in good order, 

; ■ ■ , ■ ■ an ■ ■ : > 

■ , , ■ ■ _ , ;otal confusion, and forced him to give way 

in aU quarters. 

At this instant I ciV.cj'ed ibc .■<!.>. r.li’y to coTriplcte tbe rout, which was 
performed with their v.sui.i ji’-el rod r.lkor eioiiy:: great 

execution on the field of ba:,.\!, ii.ey ;iu:e-:i li e jv.iV';;.:;-.: v-) ] Bock, 

22 miles fron ' . daring wLich of the 

enemy were ■ . . ■ ■ ■ ' : ■> one of which 

was a brass cannon, ■ , .■ .■ ' ‘ ■■ ; the skirmish 
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of the night), a considerable quantity of military stores, and all the baggage 
and camp equipage of the rebel army fell into our hands. 

The loss of the enemy was very considerable, a number of colours and 
seven pieces of brass cannon (being all tbc-iv r.r^i’lipy^hrt ’vere in the action), 
with all their ammunition-waggons, ici-u.-i! ; I.u.-Wl;...': 800 and 900 were 
hilled, among that number Brigadier- General Gi’egory ; and about 1000 pri- 
soners, many of them wounded, of which, number were Major-General Baron 
de Kalbe, since dead, and Brigadier-General Rutherford, 

I have the honour to enclose a return of killed and wounded on our side ; 
the loss of so many brave men is much to be lamented, but the number is 
mo:;'?-’!'.!:- In r.r:.i; 0 "l'v>;'. to .no ;Teat an advantage. 

'i oi' I.:-; M .:;/s troops in general was beyond all praise— it 

did honour to themselves and to their country. I was particularly indebted 
to Colonel Lord Bawdon, and to Lieut, -Colonel Webster, for the distinguished 
courage and ability with which they conducted their respective divisions ; 
and the capacity and vigour of Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton at the head of the 
cavalry, deserve my highest commendations. Lieutenant M'Leod exerted 
himself greatly in the conduct of our artillery. My aide-de-camp. Captain 

Ross, and Lieutenant Haidar -. ■ "at capacity, 

rendered me most essential ■ ' ! • • '■■■ ' ’ of Brigade 

England. I v B" I' , le 

Manby ■ . ■ ' ' 

Governor Martin became again a military man, and behaved with the spirits 
of a young volunteer. 

The fatigue of the t-- ---- 1 — ■ 1 ■ *• . , 1 ’ f further exertions on 

the day of the action ■■ v ; of destrojing or dis- 
persing, if i.o-s.:’'’!-, Ill . _ • ^ as it might prove a 

foundation Ak- the routed army, on the morning of the 17th I 

detached Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton with ' p • ’ 1 the 

corps of light , ■' back 

him wherever , ■ .! • the same time I sent orders to Lieut.- 

Colonel Turnbull and Major Ferguson, at that time on Little River, to put 
their o.r.-ps ir.oiio-' ium.i dh on ‘.'•eir side to pursue and endeavour 

to ml I. Colo- o' To L'.vco'.iiiol ibis service 

xsith iii;:- sw.ivivy uud >-y lubh-ovs. i!.' v.•ocu;^:^! gfivid iu brmation 
‘.f h;:!:i|i‘,or's <• nd b;. ■■ii'roJ av.i.' ci-no'iMou i';niV' C:".::'.: i:|iv. ibb. 

i.ii.i s'li'i iVod him ;•! the u.M-.'lo li it coy ou n-o i-'il', m.i'r «!■■: Chmwl/ii 
Fords. TTc: to-'.-ddy do-! -d or i.- detachment, consisting then of 

7'.’',' Ui .:fr l-j-'- (■■■ vl o .sro.'. T.-.hh.j rwo n: of 1. L-mnon and 

300 prisoners, and 44 waggons. He likewise ro-i k i-.-o -Rrho had 

fallen into their hands, partly at the action at Hanging Rock, and partly in 
escorting some waggons from Congarees to Camden, and he released 150 of 
cur or .‘‘ri-.-udly con: ":.fy dc, wl.o had been seized by the rebels. 

Capii/am Campbcii, who commanded ■‘I" 
officer, was unfortunately killed in this 

This action is too brilliant to need any comment of mine, and will, I have no 
doubt, highly recommend Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton to his Majesty’s favour. 

The rebel forces being at present dispersed, the internal commotions and 
in'iurTctlons ir the iwovi-.o,' will now subside. But T shrll give +n 

I p;:'- id;;:icr.t on some oi' ui- sr. gi.i:i_v, in i (bucr 

c:.!:it.s ;n j'lum-v; fro::] i.;;;:ip;!rhig with a’hgiai'.co, v.iiii iirj v,!:':;. iu' 

lenity and generosity of the British Government, 

On the moi'ning of the 17th I despatched pi-oper ijeople into North Caro- 
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lina, with directions to oar friends there, to take arms and assemble imme- 
diately, and to seize the most violent people, and all the military stores and 
magazines belonging to the rebels, and to intercept all stragglers from the 
routed army ; and I have promised to march without loss of time to their 
suppoi’t. Some necessary supplies for the army are now on their way from 
Charlestown, and 1 hope that their arrival will enable me to move in a few 
days. 

My aide-de-camp, Captain Ross, will have the honour of delivering this 
despatch to your Lordship, and wHl be able to give you the fullest account of 
the state of t’hc nr.-iy aiul oourdry. He is a very deseiwing of&cer, and I take 
the liberty th' ivfrorm.-'.oiaiin;: to your Lordship’s favour and patronage. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

COBNW ALLIS. 

No. lY. 

Lobd Eawdon to the Hon. Majou-Geneeal Leslie, 

„ • Gamp near the IniUan Lands, West of the Catawba Eivei', 

SlE, South Carolina, Oct. 24, 1780. 

Lord Cornwallis not being sufficiently recovered from a severe fever 
which lately attacked him, to he able to write to y-./.i, 'i.' (^,■■.h^■d 

that I sbould have the honour <r oi ’.•.irr-.'.r.irrri'r.g wich ^ou, upuu lUo jiUtijv.'v. 
of the present service. The .rh.- i-iii-c'iii.-:' has transmitted to Lord 

Cornwallis a copy of the instructions under which you are to act. At the 
time when Petersburgh was suggested as an advisable point for a diversion, 
■■ 'ri*'*' our intended efforts for the reduction of North 

(.■' ; ' I ...t the tranqiiillity of South Carolina was assured; 

which were sent to us by the Loyalists in North 
Carolina, gave us reason to hope that their number and their zeal would not 
only facilitate the restoration of His Majesty’s government in that province, 

. r. for more extensive operations. 'Events, imfoi'- 

' ; . . ■ . to those flattering promises- The appearance of 

General Gates’ army -unveiled to ns a fund of disaffection in this province of 
which we could have formed no idea ; and even the dispersion of that force 
did not extinguish the ferment which • ■ , ‘ c L To 

this hour the majority of the inhabitants of tnat wacb ueuwoex., ixxo ^ 4 — 3 and 
the Santee are in arms against us, and when we last heard from Charlestown 
they were in possession of Georgetown, from which they had dislodged our 
militia. 

It was hoped that the rising which was expected of our friends in North 


Carolina might awe that district into quiet; th, ’ . ■■ ■^'^cma 

little chastisement by making the 7th Regt. take • the 

army, Lord Cornwallis adv- ■ yr.-ijo!- re;guoor:. with 

about 800 militia collected ■ . . ■ ' ' of lied pre- 


viously marched into I’vyon County to pi'ofcoct our friends, who were supposed 
to bo nunieraus there, and it was mtended tliao he should pass the Catawba 
River, and endeavour to preserve tranquillity in the rear of the army. A 
numerous army now appeared on the frontiers, drawn from Notachuckie and 
other settlements beyond the mountains whose very names had been unknown 
to us. A body of these, joined by the inhabitants of the ceded lands in 
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Georgia, made a sudden and violent attack upon Augusta. The post was 
gallantly defended by Lieut.-Golonel Brown tffl he was relieved by the 
activity of Lieut.-Colonel Cruger. But Major Ferguson, by endeavouring to 
• ■ , ■ ■ ' ■ ■ . in their retreat, unfortunately gave time for fresh bodies 

■ ■ ' 1 ■ mountains and to v'' ' ^ ■ ; ■' • to that 

which he coiiiniiinded. They came up ■ ‘ ■ ■ ' ■" — 

entirely defeated liim. Ferguson was killed, and ' ■ 

taken. 

By the enemy having secured all the passes on the Catawba, Lord Corn- 
wallis (who was waiting at Charlotteburg for a convoy of stores) received but 
confused accounts of the affair for some i ■■■:’■■’ : bul l:;r- I t. ih. ; truth reached 
him, and the delay, equally with the nio <• y had taken to 

keep their victory from his knowledge, g.:.''.. I. great reason to 
fear for the safety of Ninety-Six. To secure that district was indispensable 
for the security of the rest of the province, and Lord Cornwallis saw no 
•means of effecting it but by passing the Catawba River with his army, for it 
was so weakened by sickness that it would not bear detachments. After 
much fatigue on the march, occasioned by violent rains, we passed the river 
three days ago. We then received the first intelligence respecting our dif- 
ferent posts in this province, which had reached us for near three weeks, 
every eKpres-s from Cumdoii having been waylaid, and some of them murdered 
by lilt! inliabitai'.ls. Ninety-Six is safe ; the corps which defeated Ferguson 
having, in consequence of our movement, crossed the Catawba and joined 
Smallwood on the Yadkin. In our present position we have received the 
first inti?‘"i 'h' , • . mr command. From the circum- 
stances ' we are too far asunder to render 

■ ■ 1 1' ■ ^ has presented itself to us whose 

■ ■■■•., . . , . • ■ against this army. But then we 

have little hopes of ever bringing the affair to the issue of an action. The 
enemy are mostly mounted mihtia, not to be overtaken by our infantry, nor 
to b; ■•r/.ly !;• this s'^rr.rg o by our cavalry. Our fear is that, 

oi-.vv i (-i‘ T.;''.,;b',ig i-.q they by us into this province, were we to 

proceed far from it. ii’-.d -ib-unr.m r’uc disaffected to serious 

insurrection. This r.’ijHvh., -n yo:,! v.'C. Ju.ig.', .-ir. u'.ust g’vef-y 
scribe our efforts. Indr.,.;. •.‘.••.■.■.‘.is (*:•,: i-.opo il.n; ! <? .'-bi !! I" :',1 !o 

^ -I—.L-’— ----•■-■'-J . either to aid you, or to benefit 

^ ' 1 ' ' ■ ■ Commander-in-chief has signified 

to Lord Cornwallis that his Lordship is at liberty +.n enVp ynii /li’von+i’nnc, 



. ■ ■ .■■■■■' ■■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ the Chesapeake, that 

■ . ■ . dd require too much, were he to draw you into the 

' ■' ' this district. His Lordship is likewise delicate on 

this point because be does not know how far, by drawing you from the 
Chesapeake, he might interfere with any other pur-- --ic-s :•> v.l !■ ■ 


soever measures may , • ; ■ ■ . ■ , 

and most consonant v. i.xojjuixis ux uxiu L<uxumc<,iiuuiX'-iu-cuiei. jNo lime 

is specified to Lord Cornwallis as the limitation of your stay to the south- 
ward. Should yemr kv-r,v.-icflge of S'r TT-;;;);y C’.i: dc-sir..::^ j,r-,)iv!i:. \ ;,.i; to 

make a trial upon Noriu Car!.':.:..i, (..V.i.i* Id-.!" |{’v,:!' iipju ars to us the only 
part whore j'our eiioj-L ju; jo’c-scr.;; b;. Lx.- ci-cmuiii. A descent there 
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would be the surest means of joining and arming the friends of government, 

as well as of ■■ army. This, therefore, would naturally 

be the point ■ ■ ' . ■ I ■ ‘ • would bring you, did he conceive him- 

self at liberty so absolutely to dispose of you. It must be remarked, how- 
ever, that there are two difficulties in this plan : the first is, that the country 
from Cape Fear to Cross Creek — ^the highland settlement — produces so httle, 
it wouM iM- r. n.dsitr-. in penetrating through it, to caiuy your provisions with 
you ; - i o :M;c;i>i!d i !>:••;■. no vessel larger than a frigate can pass the Bar of 
Cape Fear Harbour. Whatsoever you decide, Lord Cornwallis desires 
earnestly to hear from you as soon as possible. It is uncertain yet what 
steps this army, if left to itself, must pursue, but it will be ready at least to 
act vigorously in aid to any plan which you may undertake. Lord Cornwallis 
begs that you will inform the Commander-in-chief of onr circumstances, and 
that you will have the goodness to mention how highly sensible his Lordship 
is, to the very effectual manner in which his Excellency has endeavoured to 
ease ■i’ ■ tifm-o-. The measure must have been attended, 

with' '■ ' • )t accidents, which no foresight 

'* '1 ' aiueieu ouo o’ ' j’-’t- ■— v’^re, 

1 ■ ■ . , ■ ■ me to add how much ■ . ' ■' . ' 

having your assistance upon this servic . . . ' • ' . i * , " for 

you ; but should the intentions of the • ■ . ‘ ■ u at 

liberty to make an attempt at Cape Fear, the success which would probably 
attend that essential service, would be doubly pleasing to Lord Cornwallis 
from the opportunity which Jit would most likely give him of congratulating 
you in person. Allow me to add my hoi^es that the course of the service 
would put it in my power to assure you personally how miroh 

I have the honour to be, &o., 

Eawdon. 


No. Y. 

EaBL OOBIfWALLIS TO SiR HeNRT CmNTON. 

SiB, Camp at WyunesboTOUgh, Deo. 3, 1'TSO. 

I am just honoured with your letters of the 5th and 6th of last month. 
T. ' 1 E '—'l"' ring my illness, informed your Excellency in his letters of 
' ; ; I of October, of the various causes which prevented my pene- 

trating into North Carolina. I shall not trouble you with a recapitulation, 
except a few ’.. vivl:', id*')';! Major Ferguson. I had the honour to inform 
your Excellent V ■■■;>'.. .'''rej.-r I-'i./g-.i-on ; ; :i taken infinite loains with some of 
the militia of Ninety-Six ; he obtained my permission to make an incursion 
into Tryon County whilst the sickness of my army prevented my moving*. 
As he had only militia and the <:? oa;: o.,!-;-.-. '.-.itboEt bag- 
gage or artillery, and as he pron.'s-;..i ro j-.Ti'J: Ire -.e.MM ''■,.;)e!-!OV 

force, I thought he could do no Is.i-.’.-i, a: d i i.- ; • i p -rkv . . >. u- 
of our friends in. North Carolin-.i, winci. I,-v Ji',; -iow-v.-' ^ 

our motions. Tlio event proved unfortunate, wicnout any iaidi of Major For- 
.. V, \ and unexirectcd enemy came from the mountains ; as 

, ! .■ ■ their moveraemt-s were rapid. ^Major Ferguson was 

■ ■ ■ ae mountains longer lie ;::vo; d;:d. in S of cut- 

on his return from Oo- lie v.a-> not a-.varo that 
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tlie enemy was so near Mm, and in endeavouring to execute my orders of 

’ . ’ . t Charlottetown, he was attacked hy a 

^ ‘ . ■ : on King’s Mountain. 

Wynnesborough, my present position, is a healthy spot, well situated to 
.1 . 1 , . ... ... . I .. . ,.i. northern frontier, and to assist Camden and 

^ "i ■ ■ ■ . of the latter, on which alone we could place the 

.':v:-:akr..-:t ■'Icp'uir.r.c?, was so totally disheartened by the defeat of Ferguson 
Ti-;:'.: -.v'ii ic liis'-i k:" we could with difficulty assemble 100; and even 

those, I am convinced, would not have made the smallest resistance if they 
had been attacked. I determined to remain at this place until an answer 
arrived from General Leslie, on which my plan for the winter was to depend, 

and to u' " putting the province into a state of 

defence,' ■ ■ ■ ' y necessary, whether my campaign was 

offensive or defensive. Bad as the state of our affairs was on the northern 
frontier, the eastern paid was much worse. Colonel Innes, who commanded 
the militia of the high hiUs of Santee, and who was posted on Black Eiver, 
1 ' • ■!’■■■■ • ’ ■ their arms. Colonel Marion had 

. . ■ ■ . • . by the terror of his threats and 

. : , ■ ■ . . ■ promise of plunder, that there 

was scarce an inhabitant between the Santee and Pedee that was not in arms 

-j. Q— x.‘.. .-I Santee and carried terror to 

. • ■ was to reinstate matters in that 

i.. ive no supplies. I therefore sent 

Tarleton, who pursued Marion for several days, obliged Ms corps to take to 
the ='Wr,-r,p.=-. and. by co:v\ b eiiig ‘be inhabitants that there was a power 
si.oei'ior McKoo, wi'o could iik.-wisc 1 v'. : -. '’■ ■■ p 1 ” . 

i'‘iiv :fi.: nvercs’. _ ■ ■ 

Wemyss, had been mounted on indi • • , • 

purpost! of reducing and disarming the Cheraws. It had afterwards been sent 
by J/ord Pia\r<loii for Ltio security of Ninety-Six. 

When 1 sent Lieut. -Colonel Tarleton to the low country I ordered Major 
Wemyss to come down to Broad Eiver, to keep constantly moving on either 


■ ' . • . • . Sumpter 

.■■■■■■■ ' - . . ' ■ banditti 

• since the , ■■ Hill’s 

Iron Works, between the Catawba and ■ ■■. ... ' ■ , our 

front, P ■’ . ■ • ■ the houses 

and put. ,1 ,. ■ . 1 . / Eiver and 

Pacolet, Major Wemyss, who Y. ’..—t.l Bv-.-:!-.! TP^.V' s;-'- P.r^:, ■k;'- s 


Ferry, came to me on the 7:!’ (■ ' bt-'- ■ ■■■’■•I -..‘..id i;.,- lim; !■(■ imi v.:';: ii’i- 
4-1,.,+ — ---j j- -y” _ miles of Fishdam 

■ • ■ .1 , ■ ' ‘ ■ . I; where the 63rd then lay — 

• " good guides— and that he 

made no doubt of being able to surprise and rout him. As the defeating so 
daring and troublesome a man as Sumpter, and dispersing such a banditti, 
was a great object, I consented to his making tho trial on the 9th at day- 
break, and gave Mm forty of the dragoons which Tarleton had left with me, 
desiring Mm, however, to put P---'- ■’ 

of tlieiii during the. night. Ma ■ ■ ..... Itt oT,ri on 

the night of the 8th that he arrived at Moore’s ' ' ' - ■ ■ ! ' . .He 

then had information that Sumpter had marched that evening to Fishdam 
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Ford, wliere he lay with his rear close to Broad River, on a low piece of 
ground. The Major immediately proceeded to attack him in his new posi- 
tion, and succeeded so well as to get into his camp, whilst the men were all 
'■ ■ ■ - - -1 -L'-- r ; Major Wemyss rode into the camp at the 

■ ■ . , ■ . the 63rd followed them on horseback, the enemy’s 

arms were not secured, and some of them, recovering from the first alarm, 
got their rifles, and with the first fire wounded Major Wemyss in several 
. -,--1 „„x jjj-tQ disorder. The 63rd then dismounted and 

jventy of the rebels, drove several over the river, 
and dispersed the rest. The command, however, devolving on a very young 
ofiicer, who neither knew the ground, nor Major Wemyss’ plan, nor the 
strength of the enemy, some few of which kept firing from the wood on our 
people who remained in the enemy’s camp, and who were probably discovered 
by their fires, our troops came away before daybreak, leaving Major 
Wemyss and twenty -two serjeants and rank and file at a house close to the 
field of action. In the morning those who were left with a flag of truce with 
the wounded, foimd that the enemy were all gone, but on some of their scout- 
ing purticw disco' ■ ■ • ‘ ■ V’.. ■- • 

and took Major . . , ! . 

Wemyss is gone , ( ■ , 

The enemy on this even cried victory, and the whole country came in last 
to join Sumpter, who passed the Broad River and joined Branan, Clarke, &o. 
I detached Major McArthur with the 1st battalion of the 71st and the 63rd 
r ’■ ■--5'--tmy i ’.”■1 ■■•“.totakethecom- 

' ; , ' . ■ ■■ I'irry, • 'I 'I ■ .. : cover our mills, 

■ ■ . ■ . V the enemy’s march to Ninety-Six. At the same 

time I recalled Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton from the low country. Tarleton was 
so fortunate as to pass, not only the Wateree, but the Broad River, without 
Co'-h:!-!'/ .Sir.ii boil g appris'd of ii;, v.ho, lia-.ing inv-roa^od his corps to 

iiii l liiiS'Od and sv>i< or. •.!.o poim, of anuckiti.' our 100 

lU'iivi.i adWiiliaii;?.':' llo:-se. ;i.‘;>:er: miles Ninv^v'-Six, u:.d N\l.i;ve, I boiievt', 
he would not have met with much resistance. l.iv.uL.-t.'cion-.d 

i' ■ ■ , 1 ’ ■ •’■''■3 south of Ennoree had not a deserter of the 63rd 

; ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ , . He, however, cut to Id.^ I’c-ar cr!;a'*'d m pass- 
ing tnai nver, and puj-aued his main-body with ra ini, y. i '.'d i'o could 

not safely pass the Tyger, and was obliged to halt on a very ] o>-itir,n 

at a place called Black Stocks, close to it. Tarleton had .vivl: ■ iiu (■lO.y ills 
cavalry and the 63rd mounted; his ■'.■■■■ ■ 3 ■ ■ ^-v-vn’ 

miles behind. The enemy not being . ■ ■ . 

informed of T' ..n ■ ■/...• 1 

him on the ■ , 1 . , ■ •. by a nearer way to get to them, were 

encouraged by ti ‘ ‘ — nbers, and began to fire on the 

63rd, who were . ■ : .. . ■ . Tarleton, to save them from 

considerable loss, was obliged to attack, although at some hazard, and drove 


the enemy with loss over the river. Sumpter wa.s dasigerously wounded ; 
three o' kiflod : rn-I about 120 inen killed, woimded, or taken. 

On >!.!■■ ni.ic'i-; r,d nn,-* v.ei-c .1 wounded. Lieutenants Gibson and 

Cope of the 63rd were amongst the former, and my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant 
wliO v.'.n=: n most promi'im^ officer, died of his wounds a few days 
ni', 'on- i ■I'ip-icpni, as iis he had taken cai'e of his 

woui'dvd, i.::i <!:>pv I-' ^ a— -"—’-V and 

i :: 'r -ouu ■ ■■ , ■ li ^ ' ' i ■ > nted 
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i--'’ : ■■ ■ : ”■ '■-> the Broad River, vrhoro ho a!: 

r,' ... ■ ■ ■ '■ / • in the neighbour ’o..;!.) oF Jiriorlc;’'. 

Perrj. 

It is not easy for Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton to add to the reputation he has 
acquired in t’-^; r-'-r — i-i-- 

ground, audit ■ ■■ “ 

I .. . ....... ust render ■ ' ■ ■■ ■ ' 

; i ' , .■ -.. . i ■■ ‘ .' 'h.*' '■ commends much the goo'l 1. 

' ■ ■ V ■ ■ .■■■• : \ • ■' . nmand, and he nn -.i hi: i. 

Lieut. Skinner, of the 16th regiment of infantry, who does duty with the 
Legion, as having distinguished himself. Lieut.-Oolonel Balfour, by putting 
the prisoners on board ship, is enabled to spare the 64th Regiment from 
Charlestown, and sent them to secure the navigation of the Wateree from 
Nelson’s Ferry and to communicate with Camden. This is the present state 
of our affairs. 

Smallwood had been encamped from the beginning of last month with 

■’■‘I'''' ■ ' mder Morgan, and 70 dragoons 

■ . . on this side of Charlottetown, 

• " . ar corps, who have committed 

■'! ■ : ■ . ■ ■ ■ 'id murders on ' ’ ’ 

01 being our frienus -Gnar i ever neara or. uates joined him 
last with about 1200 continentals and six and eighteen-months men, and 300 
cavalry under White and Armand. M- iiif:::-! a;.il Washington with 
100 cavalry, came down on the 1st. i:i r’...; cv. ro n . back a block-house 
built by Colonel Rugeley, in which he hail placed himself with 100 militia. 
Lord Rawdon, who ooiumands at Camden, and had notice of their approach, 
sent to llugclcy to ordt;i‘ him to retire to Camden, but he answered that, as 
the enemy had no cannon, he was determined to defend himself to the last 
extremity, and had no fear of being taken. The enemy’s infantry did not 
advance within six miles of his block-house, but the cavalry surrounded it 
and summoned him, and he instantly surrendered without firing a shot. I 
am informed that Green is expected in a few days to relieve Gates. 

As it ■will he necessary to drive back the enemy’s army, and at the same 
time to maintain a superiority on both our flanks, and as I thought the co- 
operation of General Leslie, even at the distance of the Cape Pear River, 
would be attended with many difficulties, I have sent cruisers off the Prying- 
pan, to bring him T expect his arrival. After 

everything tha-; : a* i .ippcr-od I v.'!! pro.iui'-:.: to make your Excellency 
any sanguine promises. 

The force you have sent me is greater than I expected, and full as much 
as T think yo” could po-slMy ■ pi-ro, ihe i:’'(:;cv ihhaca.id in fovix. i.o :.hc 

southw""! : i " .. ' . .] -ij , liii i'i 

to the -. . ■ ■ .■ ' . ■ j . ■■■■:■ your Excellency 

' : ■ J frequently as possible, and it is from 

■■ ■ . ■ . ' be proposed, 

I have, &c., 

COBN-WAUiIS, 
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Loed Eawdon to Earl Cornwallis. 


My Lord, ■ Camden, Dec. 5, 1'yso. 

I have been honoured with your Lordship’s letter, inclosing the copy 
of one under my signature addressed to Mr. Eugeley. Your Lordship tells me 
that it has been the subject of complaint from General Washington, and that 
upon that account the Commander-in-chief requires information of its au- 
thenticity. I must avow the letter fully to youi- Lordship ; but as the loose 
manner in which it is worded may subject it to misconstruction from those 
who are ignorant of the circumstances under which it was written, it is 
necessary .■ ■■'s purpose. 

Soon . , ■!.■■■'■■ .1 first taken possession of Camden, you 

detached me to Waxhaw with my own regiment, thinking that as it was an 
Irish corps it would be received with the better temper by the settlers of 
that district, who were universally Irish and universally disafiected. My 
conduct towards the inhabitants, and the extraordinary regularity of the 
troops under my command, I must assert to have been such as ought to have 
conciliated their firmest attachment ; yet I had the fullest proofs tliat tlic 
people who daily visited my camp, not only held constant (iori’ospomhmce 
with the rebel militia then assembling at Charlotteburg, and with those who 
were harassing Lieut. -Colonel Turnbull’s detachment, but also used every 
artifice to debauch the minds of my soldiers, and persuade them to desert 
from their colours. The encouragement which they gave to the men, and 
the certain means of escape with which they furnished them, succeeded to a 
very alarming degree, and the rage of desertion was not stopped by our return 
to Camden. 

Y" ■ . .;-T. E. C V , 


ieciu to tiioiu X vvao Ol/u.' _ • . ' ' 

Several small detachments from me, were attacked by persons who had the 
hour before been with them as friends in their camp. As the rebels, how- 
ever, had not strength to assail the body of the army, they endeavoured to 
wealien it by treachery. I had the clearest conviction that the militia who 
swRiri dp,-"!" in our camp, not only held forth every allurement that could 
i;!!i:c..i 'Jh; .S'.-hjicr.-; to desert, but actually furnished horses to such as would 
go off, and forwarded them from house to house till they were beyond the 
reach of pursuit. Several'"” 
charge. But from my unw. ■ ■ ■ - . . : ' 

the fear that the soldiers to obtain reward for their fidelity, might wrest the 
discourse of any ignorant inhabitant beyond its real sense, no person so 
accused ever suffered any severer punishment than confinement for a few 
days. 

It was my duty, however, to st^p an evil which the c-rcuTr'-tpreo-; the 
army rendered most serious. 0;.:r miinl";:! !'c oi-igimd;' .ficiilY- v.c v.-.: r e 
miserably reduced by sickness: v.c^ v.-sn-o .s:.i; r-;.'r.n..:i.;'j 'uy cneL;;.::-. ir'd r-io 
temper of the troops was somev. t.'-lcd Ic-:!'. by i be I fL-i.’.es.? oi“ 

and by the - r' ;■ r ■■■■■ ■ . : ■ 

imposed, 'i . -.1 - ■ ■■ ■ ‘ ■ ■■ ,i 

might not c ! = : ■ 


‘ ibc 
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and to otlier field-officers of tRe neigRbouring militia. TRey agreed tRat tRe 

threat " ■■■ ^ • m ’ ■ - ■ ■■ : ■ consequence the letter 

'■ ■ . . ' luujj uu . 'i , . . ' . ' ^ Rim to the companies 

The impracticability of carrying into execution the menace of sending the 
delinquents to the West Indies, may prove that the letter was calculated to 
act xipon the fears an I |-— --•'---t -^i-e vulgar, who in these parts forma 

dreadful idea of the I Rave reason to believe that these 

threats were of material service. The Volunteers of Ireland were marked 

npplied to th.''rn. 

! .r.!'. ui)-!: ^ ..u: i-nemy should take occasion to complain of the 

■ , ■ 'V. ’ ■ "'swer by it. The 

•! ’ :■ i ' ■ many advantages 

■ energy 5 and they 

have well experienced that when a man has everything to fear if he takes one 
part, and nothing if he decides for the other, he will naturally pursue the 
course in which he can proceed without apprehension. The timely remon- 
icl.-o pv-cl.-.d -s in so ire measure, our representations of the atrocious 
bri'.l'iiL'i wi/o’.i. t..;; Wi.;’* has been waged against us, for our detail of 
cruc:;.: -!- c.''.;U;i!i i>y ■■•■.vj labels in this country would now appear to be 
merely a recrimination for the charge advanced against us. The complaint 
may have other views, but as they are illiberal, I will not, on suspicion, 
attribute them to General Washington. 

To finish a subject xipon wbich I po’*har)=: have dwell: li'.o T v.T.l .>■!'. 
to your Lordship that the expression oi ::i :0 !■•;'. r is '-uv'}; I am ."Orr'. .S'!.o':ld 
meet the cyo of those for whom it was not calculated. Its intent I must feel 
as having been the duty of my station. Your Lordship left me in no idle 
command ; however I may otherwise have acquitted myself, I hope at least 
that my conduct is unstained with any wanton abuse of authority — tinctured 
though, I trust, with something of that firmness which the difficulty of our 
affairs demanded. 

For, my Lord, I felt it a dishonest “'-V-:--. ' ■' ' .>> ■ . 

when 1 .stood intrustctl with the infccri • ■ ' . 

r. ‘••■.eji should h'~' , 

' ■ ■■ ' i • ■ ‘ .1 ! « , .. it because it ■ '■ . , 

: • _ necessities. 

I have, &c., 

Rawdon. 


No. YII, 

Earu Cornwallis to Lorb Georub Germain. 

Mv Lord, Guildford, March W, ItSl. 

Having occasion ■' ■ ’ ■ ' _ ..’I ' - , . r ? ■ 1 ' ' . 

the particulai’s of the ac ■ ' . ' ■ ■ . ;■■■■- 

from Sir Ileiiry Clinton. ■ ■ . ■ ■■ ■ . ■ ■ ' , ' 

ship an account of the operations of the troops under my command previous 
to that event, and of those subsequent, until the departure of Captain 
Brodrick. 
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My plan for tire winter’s camp-Jcrn wr:=: to prnotvp.to into North Carolina, 
i.-.-:,-,. p.„.T , 4 .. _ :■ ■■" ■■ ■ r.:-.;- r.v.iiii'k is! niv absence, 

b ■' i ■ ■■■ ; ' • . ' ■ . ‘ i:-;op'. !■;•■■! ii;: defensive, 

■ ' : . . ■ ’ ■ ■ the rivers, my 

passage there could not easily be obstructed ; and General Greene having 
taken post on the Pedee, and there being few fords in any of the great rivers 
of this country below their forks, especially in winter, I r.pp-rch=rud :d bo.'ng 
much delayed, if not entirely provo-nt-rd fi’em g 'oy {.l-.o roiii '. 

I was the more induced pri-mr lO'ii-:-, as i hopcul in Try wr.y io Le 
able to destroy or drive out C:’-i-iif::!. I’-o id‘ ih-e c;!;. ]!.y CiOis 

manded by General Morgan, w-iiol; vi'i: vahia')'.: d’.'! ’‘ic:.' of N'n.oty- 

: !i,!'.d T ov!:»'.‘ h.-oiodby iv.pi.l n.arches to get between General Greene 
<”LdV ' 'M , ' d !; .. !;Im to fight without receiving anyrein- 

i‘.io ’ih> ■ ^ (..'’lie,-: . D oblige him to quit North 

l.i i> Mi, I 1 |i,Li i •' 1 . ■ . _ • . our friends to make good 

ill' :!■ y o! a gei-i-nd v.’.-iiig b' ;i--ist me in re-establishing his Majesty’s 
Government. 

The unfortunate affair of the 17th of January was a very unexpected and 
■ ■ ' , 1’ ""I . ' '■ ■'■■■■ I'’ 'I hort of 600 men. 

■' would be certain 

ruin to the attairs oi Britain in the southern colonies, this event did not deter 
me from i-irrisv^eu^-ng tlv? fv-ginal plan. That General Greene might he 
uncertain o:‘ t.iy ' 1 .( 1 . :d :v'=i:;i as long as possible, I had left General Leslie 
at Camden, until I was ready to move from Wynnesborough, and be was now 
within a day’s march of me. He employed the 18th in forming a junction 
with him, and in collecting the remains of Lieut.-Oolo)ic!l Tar’cl'.n’rr e.')rj"'.-.-, 

after which great exertions were r-*-^ - — y. •■■■,!' , - ■ . 

to retake our prisoners, and to '■ ■ ' > ■ 

to the Catawba ; but the celer" ‘ ’ 

numberless creeks in our way, rendered all our efforts fruitless. 

I therefore assembled the army on the 25th at Eamsoure’s Mill, on the . 
south fork of the Catawba, and as the loss of my ’’cht troniw could o’-dy b..' 
remedied by the activity of the v.-l.o’.e eorps, T i;!i i.!oy(:d .-i ’ ’d; cd'two thiV.- ]>\ 
collecting some flour, and in i:-g .'■■•.jr.ii’ni'iTs l-.iggiU,'! iiii'l !i!i my 

waggons, except those loaded ’."’i ’ and ammunition, and 

four reserved empty in readi ■ . ’ ■ . . 3d. In this measure, 

though at the expense of a great deal of officers’ baggage, and of all prospect 
in future of rum, and even a regular supply of provisions to the soldiers, I 
must, in justice to this army, say that thei-e was the most general and 

li: '.hi- T!;,.in; ■.■. 1:10 '.bc X'ains had rendered the North ’.-Vx 'r . 

and General Morgan’s corps, the militia of the rebelhou- ■ i- : ■ ■ 

and Mecklenburg under General Davidson, or l:h.;- a-ii-i-r '.vr ■i ''i. ■’1. i - P’ 
under the command of General Sum])tc'r. not 1 "■ i . ' \ / • 

had occupied i'.;’. rojd- in a r-.ce i i.'.-re forty miles upwards 
from the fork. .1. . v-rc he- 1 rim i-i-oo." by short marches, 

so as to give ('■li-iiiy '■.■•iiil :-j. i-r, -i-.is.' 'h'!- fords; and after 

having proem ed :;:.'br’:.fiT:;o:i ii: my pov-vr. [ T-rs .-Ived to attempt the 

passage a' . b ‘ jiliy-u-ly gi,:ii.i-...!.:'d) near irCJowan’s ford, on the 

morning ■ ■ ■ ■■ ! . 

Lient.-Colonel Webster was detached with part of the army and all the 
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baggage to Beattie’s ford, six miles above M'Oo'wan.’s, where General Davidson 

was supp -' ' ’ ' : ’ ^ ■’ with 500 militia, and was directed to make every 

possible ' ■ ■ . cannonading and otherwise, of an intention to 

force a passage there, and I marched at one in the morning with the brigade 
■ " n:; ■..■■‘t of Bose, 23rd, 200 cavalry, and two 3-pounders, to the 

'. ii',. ' ■■■ the real attempt. 

’i;;. ' I .■v.'.'.-g l-eing very dark and rainy, and part of our way through a 
wood wnere tnere was no road, one of the 3-pounders in front of the 23rd 
regiment and the cavalry, overset in r, swr.-r.p. 
lose the line bf march, and some of _ 

gun (one of whom had the match) having stopped to assist, were likewise left 
behind. The head of the column in the mean while arrived at the bank of 
the river, and the day be^an to break. I could make no use of the gun that 
was up, and it was evident from the number of fires on the other side, that 
th-'-’]'' ■’’b Ihad N -- t, . 

received information the evening before ' • . • ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ , 

General Morgan’s camp, and that his army was marching after him with the 
greatest expedition, I detei’mined not to desist from the attempt, and, there- 
fore, full of confidence in the zeal and gallantry of Brigadier-General O’Hara, 
and of the brigade of guards under his command, I ordered them to march on, 
but, to prevent confusion, not to fire until they gained the onv'y-''!;' I'.'i.'ik. 
Their bchavloiir !i:y h'gb .v.iaion of them; for a co' -!' ■■■ : iv IVon: 

the eneu'y, iv: a -.‘v'r-i •' yards wide, in many places up to their 

middle, v.v.,i: u n: u cvxrrcnt. rniU'k- nr. imprc on their 

cool and determined valour, nor checked 'I'! iigbr infantry, 

landing first, immediately formed, and in a few minutes killed or dispersed 
everything that appeared before them, the rest of the troops forming and 
advancing in succession. We now learned that we had been opposed by 
about 300 militia that had taken post thei’e only the evening before, under 
the command of G-enex’al Davidson. Their general and two or three other 
officei's were among the killed ; the number of wounded was uncertain, and a 
few were taken prisoners. On our side Lieut.-Colonel Hall and three men 
were killed, and 36 men wounded, all of the light infantry and grenadiers of 
the Guards, By this time the rear of the column had joined, and the whole 
having passed with the greatc.sl d(!.sp;itch, T detached Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton 
with the cavaky and 23rd regiment, to pursue the routed militia. A few 
were soon killed or taken, and Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton, having learned that 
■30') cr 100 of ike i.i’gM:-:: v': g mil::!;; ■.■.■( :v to assemble that day at Tarrant’s 
;:b..!,i: i i ':0 g his infantry, he went on with 

■’ k r- I’- . ■’ • ted, he, with excellent conduct 

. ■' ■■ ■ ■. ■ . totally routed them with little 

- ’ ■' ' ■ ,■ --.ind 60 killed, wounded, or pri- 

' ■ ■ ' ■ : ; tually dispirited 

the milit , ' i: march to the 

Yadkin, t . ■ . ■ . . 

During this time, the rebels having quitted Beattie’s Ford, Lieut.-Colonel 
Bhihstcr wfiH passing his detachment and the baggage of the army ; tbis had 
become tedious and difficult by the continiiaucc of the rain and tlic sweiling of 
the river, but all joined us soon after dark, about six miles from Beattie’s Ford. 
The other fords wei'e likewise abandoned by the enemy ; the greatest part 
ol the militia dispersed, and General Morgan with his corps marched all that 
aiternoon and tluj iollowiiig night tow'ards Sahshury. We pursued next 
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y ’ ■ ’ Intercept him between the rivers ; and, . ; 

arising from swelled creelcs and had ro, ' , * , . ■ 

came up with his rear in the evening of the 3i’d, routed it, and took a few 
waggons at the trading ford of the Yadkin. He had passed the body of his 
infantry -n :i. d •.■.^vggons by the ford, during that day 

and the p.-.'o. i.:.i !v i!i;. oCour arrival the boats were secured 

on the olhor sitlc, and the ford had become impassable The river con- 
tinued to rise, and the weather appearing unsettled, I determined to march 
to the upper fords, after procuring a smaU sup; ’ ■" ' ■ ■ . ■ ■ _ 

This and the height of the creeks in our way ■ . , . ■ I ' ■ 

that ■'-'V-'-,- (li;;-.:.-,! '.h-.‘ 1 v>i‘ ■ , ' , 

from ■■ ■' ■; ro'-s d :v ).■.■■, i > -.r.: General Greene’s army was 

mai’ching with-'h-,- oh. to r.'-'-'n a junction with him at Guildford. 

Not having ha-1 ■hr..' to ccll.-cv -.h- Nor::: Carohna militia, and having re- 
ceived no reinforcement from Virginia, I concluded that he would do every- 
thing avoid an action on the south side of the Dan, and, it 

being ■ ■ force him to fight, T made great expedition and got 

betwe' upper fords ; and, being assured that the lower fords 

are seldom practicable in wintex’, and that he could not collect many flats at 
any of the ferries, I was in great hopes that he would not escape me without 
I’eceiving a blow. Nothing could exceed the patience and alacrity of the 
officers and soldiers under eveiy species of hardship and fatigue in endeavour- 
iogto ovei’take him. But our intelligonce upon this occ.'-i-,-' v-.n eh’ i' .:;1y 
defective, which, with heavy I’ains, bad roads, and the ]■: — <1 : y d-;- ■)■ 
creeks, and bi’idges destroyed by the enemy’s light troops, rendered all our 
e.xertions vain, for upon our airival at Boyd’s Ferry on the 15th, we learned 
” • d main body 

. • • • ' ■ . where more 

■ ■■ • . . • - y - ible. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • I ... • : • I . ' il a province 

: ■ u ' ' "■ . ' . after giving 

the troops a halt of one day, I i-rc.-c. .-.ifk! b.\- .••..•I -.'-- lo 1 
where 1 erected the King’s stand:;-!!. r"d by (v.-j-ri-io!,- ii-J '-r.-al 

subjects to repair to it, and to stand foi-th and take an active jjarc in assisting 
me to re.stora order and constitutional government. As a considerable body 
of friends were said to reside between the Haw and D np •"iv.:.r.=-. T detached 
Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton on the 23rd, with the ci:'.. dry a i-i;.!.!: body of 
infantry, to prevent their being interrupted in a.ssembling. Unluckily, a 
detachment of the I’ebel light troops had crossed the same day, and by 
accident fell ixi with about 200 of our Mends, under Colonel Pyle, on their 

rr.-n-i 1 , ™T.- -mistaking the I’ehels for Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton’s 

- . , ■ - ■ . be surrounded, and a number of them were most 

inhumanly butchered, when begging for quaiier without making the least 
resistance. The same day I had certain intelligence that General Gi’eene, 
having been reinforced, had re-crossed the Dan, t-' -'’' ■- - - — j 
; xy c-.'iiv^. -r-d ih-e irecal of . . ■ '- i 

; i 'u! :-..s being scarce in the ’■.ciP'ib-'ir.x’hoi):; -f 

i i -■■(■■.■.gb, -.-i •-.!.■ :-=^ il: : ■■-; to-.-) d:s!;-'.: t (ujpon th- .;:■!.!■(!.(■ (;: ihi' 

rebel army) for the protec • ". ' Cu- i.-.-dy (!::r friends, ! judge.! 

dient to cross the Haw, ioui '.-■u::'.:- p'.:d i; .llleinance Creek, detaching 
Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, liglifc company of the Guards, and 
150 men of Lieut.-Colonel Webster's brigade, a few miles from me on the 
road to Deep River, more effectually to cover the country. 
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General Greene’s liglit troops soon made their appearance ; and on the 
— A-.! + 1 -.^+ 1 , 0/1 ooen both cavalry and infantry 

■ ■ . " . ■ ■ . . ■ ■■ ■ . to move forward with projier 

, . ■ . ■ ■ . ■ .igns of the enemy. He had 

, ■ , ■ ■ . jrable corps, which he imme- 

diately attacked and routed, but being ignorant of their force, and whether 
they were supported, with great prudence desisted from pursuit. He soon 
learned from prisoners that those he had beaten were Lee’s legion, 300 or 
400 Back-Mountain men, under Colonel Preston, with a number of militia, 
and that General Greene, with a part of his army, was not far distant. Our 
situation for the former few days had been amongst timid friends, and 
adjoining inveterate rebels ; between them I had been totally destitute of 
information, which lost me a very favourable opportunity of attacking the 
rebel army. General Greene feU back to 'i ■ ' ' P - 

Ford, onthe"": P ’ . 1 ' 

us, and, as I ’ ■ ' ' ' : • . sted carelessly at separate plan- 

tations for the convenience of subsisting, I marched on the 6th to drive them 
in, and to attack General Gre---. . if a-i r-^portunity r-^ored. I succeeded 
c:mv\:i:olv m the a"d at V'.-ii/cilP, M:'., o!: ;■>: jP.-.-iiy Fork, where they 
m.'. Iv; i! ().\-k Mountain men and some militia suffered considerably, 

w;;':". li'.ih' I::-.- e?’. • 'ide; but a timely . ’ • <■' 

Haw prevented the latter. I knew that the ’< 

their march, and it was apparent that the • | ■' ,. 

risking an action before their arrival. 

Ti.e I'lei jhl ’ V 01 * ( " ' ' H ^ "'he Dan in their rear, and the extreme 

i > i ii exhausted country, putting it out of 
v.y I'owc-i' to > - vas to give our friends time to join 

r.s. i i i - i. >. tally as possible consistent with the 

c i i - l c’.ir.g the ooimr.r.rmnt-ion with our 
shipping in Gape Fear Pi ver, ’ >1 i u ■•.■oc.M i.K-o. 'mc r-.iidy 

■ ' ; . ■ ■‘■.(.I ;.:.c ' .4‘ -JiC iirmy iVon: , In: wi;’:-,. (4’ 

. ■ ■ e same time X- ■ 1 ’ • 1 ’ 

army It it appruuuucu xuo, uemg convjuLicec. , , 

succeed in that great object of our ai’duou- • ; . . , ' ■ , 

^ numerous Loyalists of North Carohna, whilst a doubt remained on their 

minds of the superiority of our arms. With these views I had moved to the 
D ■ ’*' -P— ’-?-•» T) -n; _ . .. -1 

■ I ■ , • . ■ , • : ■ ■ brought on 

the action at Guildford, of which I shall give your Lordship an account in a 
separate letter. j 

CORmVALLIS. 


No. YIII. 

Eabl Ooekwallis to Lord George Germain, 

My Lord, g nii.ifoTd, 1 1, i isi. 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that his Majesty’s 
troops under my command obtained a signal victory on the loth instant over 
the rebel army commanded by Genera! Grccnc. 

In pursuance of my iuiendod iilan, comicuiiicatod to your Loj-dship in my 
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desx:)atch (No. 7), I had oiicamxicd on the 13th instant at the Quaker Meeting 
between the forks of the Oeci) Bivcr. On the 14th I received information 
that General Butler, with a body of North Carolina militia and the expected 
reinforcements from Virginia, said to consis-? of a Virginia State regiment, a 
'T'- .’men, 3000 Virginia militi . ’ -.-^r f— 

■ " ■ . . . ■ . eral Greene, and that the ■ 

was reported to amount to nine or ten thousand men, was marching to attack 
the British troops. During the afternoon intelligence was brought, which 
was confirmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to Guildford 
about twelve miles from our camii. B.fing now persuaded that he had re- 
solved to hazard an engagemeui., lif.nieisiv.g .i-i.--.; 

with our waggons and baggage, v-sviorn-.l by iiis owi r..;,7'-c;;i , a dotiX‘];':'.i,i.: 
of 100 infantry and 20 cavahy, io'-.ards lie]!''' .'Li's, or* D- ■. j. ! iniiivinul 

with the rest of the corps at dry;-:v.<'< oo ihe ii!-.?-.-!:-:!; ''i' h io nn'i i 

the enemy, or to attack them in their cream nment. A bout four miles mom 
Guildford our advanced guard, co::-:ii:..:'ih:il i.y cm:; Tarleton, fell in 

with a corps of the enemy, consisting of Lee’s Legion, some 3^ack-Mountain 
men and Virginia militia, which he attacked with his usual good conduct and 
spirit, and defeated ; and, continuing our march, we found the rebel army 
l^osted on rising ground, about a mile and a half from the Court-house. The 
jn’isoners taken by Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton having been several days with the 
advanced corps, could give me no account of the enemy’s order or position, 
and the country-ioeoiole were extremely inaccurate in their description of the 
ground. Immediately between the head of the column and the enemy’s line 
was a considerable plantation, one large field of which was on our left of the 
road, and two others, with a wood of about 200 yards broad between them, 
on onr right of it ; beyond these fields the wood continued for several miles 
i , ' . ‘ 1 in our front, in the skirt of 

• •• • ■ :bout a mile in depth, the road 

then leading into an OAr.;M.'iv.) .'iiac-;: ■:/: (.•!ciii\ d Gii'ldfib’cl Ccn’'t- 

house. The woods on our right and left were reported to bo impractlcublo 
for cannon ; but, as that on our rig ■ ■ i. T ^ 

attack the left wing of the enemy; a’ • • ; 

'>-, 0 , T ordered Lieutenant 'i . . I 

c.i;!'.:.". ;,k! : !!v;;i‘ T he attack ■ ■■■ . . , * ,i 

order. 

On the right, the regiment of Bose and the 71st Regiment, led by Major- 
General Leslie, and supported by the first battalion of Guards; on the left, 
the 23rd and 33rd Regiments, led by Lieut.-Colonel Webster, and supported 
by the- Grenadiers and second battalion of Guards commanded by Brigadier- 
General O’Hara ; the Yagers, and light infantry of the Guards, remained in 
the wood on the left of the gims, and the cavalry in the : k - -I- ^ 
circumstances might 1 'eq.uire. Our prex)arations being ma- . ' s . 

about half-au-bour past one in the afternoon. Major-General Leslie after 
’ ■ g-'-at extent of the enemy’s hue, to bring uj) the first 

■ ; ■ ■ , . right of the regiment Bo.-.:, svicu d.'rv.i'.! :d. every- 

■ : ■ , ■ - 'W'.' i'- ■ Viiiod G-.; ';:’i V.:' Major- 

General ijesiie's ui vision, ■ ■■ ■■ ■ front, when, on finding 

that the left of the 23rd "was expos.-! :.o a f.-o iV.im ii - : .’■’•■g,;" 

the enemy, he oil angod his front to G:,? i'-.h:-; v.i -.■yt-n Vag.-:-. 

and light infiuitry of the Guards, a:mok.;<l and rmned in il!., niiors un-i 
second b.i-nn; m i-i' Gaai-d-. movl’-g r>'n-a:d io ccenpy the ground left vacant 
by dm m;.-, ..n i.:!;: : UMi-lor. 
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All the infantry being no-w in the line, Lient.-Colonel Tarleton had direc- 
tions to keep his cavalry coraj)act, and not to charge -without positive orders, 
except to protect any of the corps from the most evident danger of being 
defeated. The excessive thickness of the woods rendered our bayonets of 
little use, and enabled the broken enemy to make frequent stands with an 
i"rrg;d.'v .b'.;. -w-’iM- -..(t-r-isioned some loss, and to several of the corp,s great 
•■■■. our right, where the first battalion of the Guards and 
regiment of Bose were t — 2 and rear, with some of 

the enemy that had be- ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■,. and with part of the 

extremity of their left wing, which by the closeness of the woods had been 
passed unbroken. The 71st Regiment and Grenadiers, and second battalion 

of ’ what was passing on their right, and hearing the fire 

ad' ■ .' . .-mtinuedto move forward, the artillery keeping pace 

with them on the road, followed hy the cavalry. The second battalion of 
Guards fir.st gained the clear ground near Guildford Court-house, and found a 
cr.”' - rr C- tal infantry, much superior in^number, formed in the open 
'"i l'..'-„ of the road. 

Glowing with impatience to signalise themselves, they instantly attacked 
and defeated them, taking two fi-pounders, but, pui’suing into the wood 
with too much ardour, were tlirown itibo coiifu.sion by a heavy fire, and imme- 
diately charged and driven back into the field by Colonel Washington’s 
dragoons, with the loss of the 6 -pounders they had taken. The enemy’s 
cavalry was soon repulsed by a well-directed fire from two 3-pounders just 
brr’-bi. uul.vL-cvroaairiW;,'.^.-!, :-:d ' 'i 

deep ravine, wore now coming out of th. . ■■■, . 

op])ositc to the Court-house. By the spirited exertions of Brigadier-General 
O’Hara, though wounded, the second battalion of Guards was soon rallied, and, 
b.;. !■ r rt‘.':-i:ed to the charge ■' ’ . 

Till: d3.' i ib'-i-'M’.-i. i’ instant from Qu '. 

Tarleton having advanced with part of the cavalry, the enemy were soon put 
to flight, and the two 6-pounders once more fell into our hands ; two 
ammunition- waggons and two other G-nourders, boin,-; artilh. I’x.y 

had in the field, were likewise taken. , vi.- ..r m ii 

light infantry of the Guards, after overcoming many difficulties, comifletely 

Il l "k- w. >■ - - ■ ' ' , ,and put an end to the action in 

■. T- 1 - : . . . ' with jjart of the cavalry, were 

ordered to pursue ; the remainder of the cavalry was detached, with Lieut,- 
Oolonel Tarleton, to our light, where a heavy fire still coiiiJmied, and where 
his aiipear-'v ” ’ '' ' ■ ;ributed much to a speedy termination 

of the act: • 'i'S ■ b . ' our right vrfng had boon engaged, dis- 

persed in the woods ; the continentals went off hy the Eeedy Pork, beyond 
which it wa'i 'v- my po'-w !■) f-"-,;.- ;hi.-= i, --s Lneiv oavnh'v ■ rd 
but little. Cur wjiv- oxmvsivv!;. iv. r:; acnion -.v!.:-.;;. 

hour and a hail, and our wounded, dispersed over an extensive space of 
cor.r.fry, I’l-;,. ;!.,<! iii.moh-!.:: ir. >'i. The care of our wounded, and the 

wii::. c" nrcvi-::!: s an ixhi>::-Ui.:vl ' f ■ . ssible 

for me to follow the blow the next day. " ■ ■ they 

got to the iron -works on Troubio.some ffiguLLiL-n luhes irom tlie field of 

battle. 

From our observation, and the best accounts we could procure, wc did not 
doubt but tne .sireiigth of the onenjiy exooedod 7000 men ; their militia com- 
posed tlujii' line, -vith parties advanced to tlse rails of the fields in their front ; 
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the continentals were posted obliquely in the rear of their I’ight wing. Their 
cannon fired on us whilst we were forming, from the centre of the line of 
militia, but were withdrawn to the continentals before the attach. 

I cannot ascertain the loss of the enemy, but it must have been consider- 
able ; between 200 and 300 dead were left upon the field. Many of their 
wounded that wei’e able to move, whilst we were emisloyed in the care of our 
own, escaped, and followed the routed enemy ; and our cattle-drivers and 
forage parties have reported to me that the houses in a circle of six or eight 
miles round us are full of others. Those that remained we have taken the 
best care of in our power. We took few prisoners, owing to the excessive 
thickness of the wood facilitating their escape, and every man of our army 

■ nted for action. 

. . actions of the officers and soldiers that compose this 

little army will do more justice to their merit than I can by words. IPheir 
persevering intrepidity in action, their invincible patience in the hardships 
and fatigues of a march of above 600 miles, in which they have forded 
several large rivers and numberless creeks, many of which would be reckoned 
large rivers in any other country in the world, without tents or covering 
against the climate, and often without provisions, wiU sufficiently manifest 
their ardent zeal for the honour and interests of their Sovereign and their 
country. 

I have been particularly iut’ V 1 h ■"' ' ’ T, ntry 

and exertion in the action, as . ■ ; ,i i ’ the 

service. The zeal and sjurit ' „ 'jhest 

commendations, for, after receiving two dangerous wounds, he continued in 
the field whilst the action lasted ; by his earnest attention on all other occa- 
sions, seconded by the officers and soldiers of the brigade ; his Majesty’s, 
Guards are no less distinguished by their order and discipline than by their 
spirit and valour : the Hessian regiment of Bose deserves my warmest 
i-.— -T, -, •>.. ....■> --. rage, and does honour to Major Du 

ll. . ■ '■ ■ , i ■ icer of .«upovior mci-'i:. T cm much 

. ■ . ■ ■ '! . , : . • !. •> served as v(.!i;iuci.r. fa- bi'j spirited 

■ ” , • ■ ^ ^nel W-'--='<r(:v)>duc:.M'i;'sbr:gmloiil;(! 

■ ' ■ ■ , , . . Lieut.-ColoTir-lTarlrtcr.’.?.good cr-nduct 

and spirit in the ir-arr.conr’-t of bi.= cavalry < 'C-.sivf --:.-:;- 'im-i.'ig ■: bo 
whole action ; i who commanded the artillery, proved 

himself upon this, as well as all former a '.'-I c-.ij.i.bh: au-l dcse'.;v;;'...: 

officer. The attention and exertions o;' luy .lidc- do Ci.e,!., .U'.d o" o.fi "I'-o oi ■■.■..■v 
piiblic officers of tlie army, contributed very much to the success of the day. 

1 li;ive coiistiuiLly received the most zealous assistance from Governor 
Martin, during my command in the southern districts. Hoping that his pre- 
sence would tend to incite the loyal subjects c ^ ' ’ ' ■ ' ■ ' : ' ' ’ : ' ' . . 

part with us, he has cheerfully submitted to ' ■ . ■ ■ . 

campaign ; but his delicate constitution has s ■ . . • . , ■ ■■■'.'■■ 

by the advice of the physicians, he is now c ■ '1 

the recovery of hi-s health. 

This p-irt i.f ihv-. .'■) {■..h-.lly dos'.'.i.-.;!-,; '..-r subsistence, that forage 

is \ uh odhs, -.-..d r'-(: l avo been two days without 

bread ; I shall therefore leave about seventy of the wor.st of tiro wounded cases 
at the Hew Garden Quaker-Meeting-Housc, with prnj)er ii.s.^istiuicc, iiucl move 
the remainder with the army to-moirow ic.orniug to Bell's Mills. 1 hope our 
fi-iiiud.-; will heartily take an aedive part with us, to whi(;!i 1 sl'.all coiAinue to 
encourage tlieni, still apju'oaching our shipping by easy marches, that we ma.y 


510 


LORD CORHWALLIS. 


App. No. IX. 


procure tlie rjcccssarv .supplies for further operations, and lodge our sick and 
wounded wlKire proper ii-t-l.entioii eau he paid to them. 

This despatch will he delivered to your Lordship hy my aide-de-camp, 
Captain Brodrick, who is a very promising officer, and whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your Lordship’s countenance and favour. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. IX. 

Earl CouNWAiiLis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Virginia, Oct. 20, ilsi. 

I have the mortification to inform your Excellency that I have been 
forced to give up the posts of York and Glouce.ster, and to surrender the 
troops under my command, by capitulation, on the 19th instant, as prisoners 
of war to the combined forces of America and France. 

I never saw this post in a very favourable light, but when I found I was 
fcl,-' t'.u’ic I 1 " .!■ s • .repared a state, hy so r.‘. ■■ 

, I I >-'■!' I . . - of relief would have ‘I'-duced me i , 

111 'L. I 1 V, >. I .. ” nave endeavoured to escape to New York by 

rs’^’d mpr-f'pf'o f"''m C* ’(.'‘•.•r .■■id.;, .:i;. c;: i: ■. ',if General 

W , I L - ■' y- ir. 'A or ] ii;: g the dis- 

,p:.::’:.tj oi numij-ra, uavu aiuackcd in i-u- div.GL where it might have 

been just possible that fortune I m-.--:; :h\.. iri,.! the gallantry of the 

handful of troops under my command, hut being assured by your Excellency’s 
letters that every possible means would be tried by the navy and army to 
^ to venture upon either of those 
: • . ■ remaining for two days in a strong posi- 

■ • ■ being attacked, upon observing that the 

<■ ' . . . ■ • -ould not fail of turning my left flank in 

a short time, and receiving on , letter of the 24th of 

• , , , , , 5th of October, 

■ ■ . ■■ ‘ Pcrtcrd, 

by the labour and firmness of the soldiers to protract ".■.i., yi.-n 

could arrive. E-ny-.-t’r'-g !■ he c':-. .,ci ■ d iVom the spirit of the tro^is, 

but every -.i.ij-i. ;v.::r..isp., i'..*.';- !: ;; the works were to he con- 

tinued under the enemy’s fire, and our .stock of intrenching tools, which did 
not much exceed 400 when we began to work in the latter end of August, 
was now much diminished. 

The enemy broke ground on the night of the 30th, and constructed on 
that night, and the two following days and nights, two redoubts, which, with 

some woi'ks that had belonged to our outward position, ■' ■ ■'I . . : 

between two creeks or ravines, which come from the river o: , ■ ' 

town. On the mght of the 6th of October they made their first jiarallcl, 
extending from it.s right on the river, to a deep ravine on the left, nearly 
opposite to the centre of this place, and embracing our whole left at a dis- 
tanue of 000 yarck. Having perfected this parallel, their batteries opened on 
the evening of the Olh agiiiiist oiiv left, and other batteries fired at the same 
time agaiiist a redoubt ad\-anccd ovc-r the creek upon our right, and defended 
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by about 120 men of the 23rd Regiment and marines, "who maintained that 
post with uncommon gallantry. The fire continued incessant from heavy 
cannon, and from mortars and howitzers throwing shells from 8 to 16 inches, 

, until all our guns on the left were silenced, our work much damaged, and our 

loss of men considerable. On the night of the 11th they began their second 
v.n'.il'I,.’. i-b< O" ''' yards nearer to us. The troops being much weakened by 
V- V. i-i! by the fire of the besiegers, and observing that the enemy 
had not only secured their flanks, but jmoceeded in o'.ery with the 

utmost regularity and caution, I could not venture so tug-.; ^o.vS-ics a', to hope 
from them any considerable efifect, but otherwise, I did everything in my 
power to interrupt this work by opening new embrasures for guns and keep- 
ing up a constant fire from aU the howitzers and small mortars that we could 
man. On the evening of the 14th they assaulted and carried two redoubts 
that had been advanced abc 3'''' 1- f ■ '’i ■ . . p’-t'--; f- -> 

j. ,,..1 — -•■.--our , • y ■ ' '. 

./hid • i ■ . 

■ ' ' . . . ' ■ nsible that our works could not stand many hours 

batteries of that parallel, we not only continued a 
constant fire with all our mortars and every gun that could be brought to 
I bear upon it, but a little before daybreak on the morning of the 16‘th, I 

ordered a sortie of about 350 men, under the direction of Lieut.-Colonel 
Abercrombie, to attack two batteries wMcb ajjpeared to be in the greatest 
forwardne' '^ e’;! ' ‘l-.v the guns. A detachment of Guards with the 80th 

company o;“ ■■■:, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Lake, attacked 

the one, and one of light infimtry, under the command <■'’ M--. AiT:.‘';!."e:!g, 
attacked the other, and both succeeded in forcing the re . I'. si'..:.! C'.,ivc".,d 
them, spiking 11 guns, and killing or wounding about 100 of the French 
I troops, who had the guard of that part of the trenches, and with little loss on 

j ■ . •■'■I. . T’ ■ ■ r-'^ ■ ■!- ,-iely honourable to the officers and 

j . ' ■ . ■ :le public advantage, for the cannon 

1 ^ ' ■■■■■..;.. •• n rendered fit for service again, and 

■ . ' 1 ries appeared to he 

j "i ' ■ ■ , part of the whole . - ■ ■ , I . ■ 

/ which we could show a single gun, and our shells were nearly expended. I, 

j therefore, had only to choose ’ . ■ ; •' ' ■ .■ - I." lext day, or 

1 ■ ■ 1 ■■ ■■;■-• - ' - -<»— ■:i-i- ■ ... .. . . , determined 

; ' ' , . i ■ . , ; ■ ' _ ■ 'luccessful in 

4 ■ ■ ■ ■ , . : the enemy in the prosecution of 

lurther enterprises, sixteen large Doats were prepared, and upon other pre- 
i texts were ordered to be in readiness to receive troops precisely at 10 o’clock. 

With these^I hoped to pass the infantry during h' '' 

sick inui V. dv';d, c ■ . .s ready to be delivered to 

1 General Washington. After making my arrangements with the utmost 

^ ■■■ ■ . ■’ ■ ■ ■■ L and part of the 23rd 

. , ■ , ■ ■ . (i ■ ■: b k Qoment the weather, 

from being iiiodei'ii;.;: i:;al c-n-r.. (’!;:U--i‘,ed a morrt viek-’.r! .■^tov.n of w'vd ar.d 
rain, and Oi'-.ive aU i::e b.ias.s. s.-me -ji’ wi ’i-b Inui on l:'.<i!il, ■.ur.'.n ibo 

river. It - - )n cvuhii- ''i... il-.' '.i'o-.lCM ivi'-.i.c ui' mc ■ ib'c, .u d 
the absence <;i' I;!.-;:': rend-: red ii :o bi-ug 'i.;.:Lk tec 

irot.i.s ’ ; ..’ll .1 n'. iv I ba-J (■■(:.:.«! r c« :i' l .o b. d- ii". i In 

wj ill i.iy little force diviUed, the enemy's batteries oxiened at 
1 daybreak. The passage between this place and Gloucester was much ex- 


512 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


App. No. IX, 


posed, blit the boats having now returned, they were ordered to bring back 
the troops that had passed during the night, and they joined us in the fore- 
noon without much loss. Our works, in the mean time, were going to ruin, 
and not having been able to strengthen them by an abattis, nor in any 
other manner but by a slight fraizing, which the enemy’s artillery were 
demolishing wherever they fired, my opinion entirely coincided with that of 
tl ’' cv: cor rn'l rvivoi-al officers of the army, that they were in many 
ihicr-.s i'.S'.' 'o ■;:! i':-: ibrenoon, and that by the continuance of the same 
iivi; !'):■ ib'.v g<;". they would be in such a state as to render it de- 

sperate, with our numbers, to attempt to maintain them. We at that time 
could not fire a single gun ; only one 8-inch and little more than 100 Cohorn 
shells remained. A diversion by the French ships of war that lay at the 
mouth of York Rive; ■ ' ^ ' 1 ■ hers had been diminished 

by the enemy’s fire, . ‘ ■ • ■■ ■■. , the strength and spirits 

of those in the works . ’’ ■’ 1. ’ ” .. 

and unremitting duty. . ' ' • ' . 

been wanton and inhuman to the last degree to sacrifice the lives of this small 
body of gallant soldiers, who had ever behaved "‘HV "'.-.o'- ^rh-hty r.’ni c.’ v:!'!;, c. 

by exposing them to an assault which, from : ' n;.; '■ d i-i' 

the enemy, could not fail to succeed. I therefore projoosed to cap)itu]ate,‘ and 
I have the honour to enclose to your Excellency the copy of the correspond- 
ence between General Washington and me on that subject, and the terms of 

I sincerely lament that better could not be ob- 

• . nothing in my power to alleviate the misfortune 

, • 1 ■ and soldiei’s. The men are well clothed and pro- 

vided with necessaries, and I trust will be regularly supplied by the means of 
the officers that are permitted to remain with them. The treatment, in 
general, that we have received from the enemj' since our surrender has been 
perfectly good and pi’oper, but the kindness and attention that has been 
shown to ua by'the French officers in " 

■ ' ■ : , ■ ■ • . what I c . ■ , ■ ■ ■ . 

. ■ i " . • reast of ■. ‘j "> ' ' ' 

hem into our power. 

.'i the patience of the soldiers 

in bearing the greatest fatigues, and their firniness and iiii.rppidily under a 
.-’n-.'’ i’..d fhii', I believe-, has not often been exceeded, 

■ ■•■•••• ■ ; . i defence, however, 

in our situation ■' . only he reckoned 

an intrenched camp, suujecu m mosu places no enmade, and the ground in 
!:i;i ''.d s(; d, t’. if I-:.;. i\; in o'* fortifying it as 

■■ ■■■ •■■■■.j, .-0 !.d : avv- in, Pm,-;] .•■iy in to erect works 

upon it. Our force diminished daily by sickness and other losses, and was 

reduced, when we offered ’ . 'his side to little more than 32(!() 

rank and file fit for duty, ’■ . servants, and artificers; and at 

Gloucester about 600, including cavahy. The enemy’s army consi.sted of 
upwards of 8000 French, nearly a- r-'nrjcor.thnr'.fr:-.-. 5000 militia. They 
brought an immense train of ■ -f-.n-y. naply furnished with 

ammimii'- . , ] - I. 

I'hs ■ . ■ and spirit of the officers in all 

hardships and diuigcr deserve my warm-ast acknowlcdgmoids ; and I have 
been particularly indebted to Rrigiulier-Genera] O’Diiir nod to -Colonel 
Abercrombie, tlie former commanding on the ivghi and ir;-c liii-.er tn the left, 
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for their attention and exertion on every occasion. Tiie detachment of the 
23rd Eegiment and of marines in the redoubt on the right, commanded by 
raptain A|)thn)'pe, and the .■'.d--.-:-...- -t df^roh’ronls, commanded by Lieut.- 
f,’()ioiie] .lo'in.soii, deserve i-»=i. 0., ' ‘ P ’ o 

commanded the artillery, and, indeed, every officer ■ ; . i ■ ' - 

guished corps, and Lieutenant Sutherland, the commanding engineer, have 
merited in every respect my high ..■■■* : r.nd 1 cannot sufficiently 

acknowledge my obligations to Ci- who commanded His 
- ■, 1 ■■■-. -ther otticers and seamen of the navy for their 

= '■ illed and wounded. The loss of seamen and 

townspeoj)le was likewise considerable. 

I trust that your Excellcnoy will please to ha.sten the return of the 
Bonetta after landing her passengers, in compliance with the article of 
cap'tulotion. 

Lieut. -Colonel Aborcromhio willhav.- h-..-!: ;o :• lb:- d.-.- ;>;!lrh, 

and''. ” 1' to your r.M. :-cy •-I'.v:'. g .o 

I have the honour to be, &o. 

Cornwallis. 


No. X. 

Earl Cornwallis to General Washington. 

Sir, York, ia Virginia, Ootober 17, 1781. 

I pro])o.so a cessation of hostilities for twenty-four hours, and that two 
officers may be appointed by each side, to meet at Mr. Moore’s house, to 
settle terms for the surrender of the posts of York and Gloucester. 

I have the honour to be, &o. 

Cornwallis. 


No. XL' 

General "Washington to Earl Cornwallis. 

Mv Lord, ' Gump before York, Oct. 17, 1781. 

I have had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter of this date. 
An ardent desire to spare the further effusion of blood will readily incline 
me to listen to such terms for the surrender of your posts and garrisons at 
York and Gloucester as are admissible. 

I wish, previous to the meeting of commissioners, that your Lordship’s 
, -1- .fcc ' 

■■■■,. r ; two ■ ■ ' ,■ 

;■■■■■■■ I have the honour to he, &o. 

G. Washington. ■ 
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No. XII. 

Eael Cop^TswAUiis TO Geneeal Washington. 

Sib, York, in Virginia, Oct. it, nsi.iip.K, 

I have this moment been honoured with your Excellency’s letter, dated 
this day. 

The time limited for sending my answer will not adm^ of entering into 
the detail of articles ; but the basis of my proposals will be, that the garrisons 
of York and Gloucester b.i of war, with the customary honours. 

An d, for the convenieE’y o" i.’-o I;;:'!" which I have the honour to 

, ■■ ■■!. !’ ' ” Eritish shaE he sent to Britain, and the Germans to 

( ■■ I ■ i rements not to serve against France, America, or their 

.• ; ■ regularly exchanged. That ah arms and public stores 

shall be delivered «;)> to vosi ; i;M •.■■li'!- the usual indulgence of side-arms to 
officers, and of retaining private property, shall be granted to officers and 
soldiers ; and that the interest of several individuals, in civil capacities and 
connected with u.s, shall be attended to. 

If your Excellency thinks that a continuance of the suspension of hostilities 
wiE be necessary, to transmit your answer, I shall have no objection to the 
hour that you may propose. X have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. xin. 


General Washington to Earl Cornwallis. 

Mt Lord, Camp before York, Oct. 18. 1181.' 

To avoid unViCccAJ-.'vy e j.mI (hdiys, I shall at once, in answer 

r.M yoiiv Ldvdviip' r (L-oli.’.v ti.o general basis upon which a 

(l>!ii-.hiv(; incy (.!’ cai'in iiiilon r.i:iy icIj:; p'occ. 

The garrisons of 'York and Gloucester, including the seamen, as you pro- 
pose, shall be received prisoners of war. The condition annexed of sending 
the B-ilirh !!i;d G-., ;•:■■■ •: C’..: parts of Europe to which they resxiect- 

ively is iiTi-'lno.-vi'/is. .1: ad of this, they will he marched to such 

parts of the country as can most conveniently provide for their subsistence, 
and the benevolent treatment of the prisoners, which is invariably observed 
by the Americans, wiE be extended to them. The same honours wiE be 
granted to the surrendering army as were granted to the ga,iTison of Charies- 
town. 

The shipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their guns, stores, 
tackling, i’-vr 1 h' ■' xiresent state, to 

an officer ■ ■ ' ■ ■ . , . 

The artiEery, arnr- • ’ est, and ■ 

every denomination, . ■ ■ ■■' to the 

and soldiers maypre- ■ . , ■ . ' . ' 

property taken in the country wiE be i-eclaimed. 
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With regard to the individuals in civil capacities, whose interest your 
Lordship wishes may be attended to, until they are more particularly de- 
scribed, nothing definitive can be settled, 

I have to add, that I expect the sick and wounded will h- - ; llo-l v.-'th 

their own hospital stores, and be attended by British surgi,-;.-.-. •.-Mi'.ii-dar'V 
charged with the care of them. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to signify your determination, either to 
acceptor reject the ■ ■ ■ -■ coiu’se of two hours from 

the delivery of this may be appointed to digest 

the articles of capitulation, or a renewal of hostilities may take place. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

G-. Washington, 

No. XIV. 

Earl Cornwallis to General Washinoton. 

Sir, York, in Virginia, Oct. 18, 1781. 

I agree to open a treaty of capitulation nj)on the basis of the garrisons 
of York a' 1 ■ seamen, being prisoners of war, without 

annexing" ing sent to Europe ; but I expect to receive 

a compensation in the articles of capitulation, for the surrender of Gloucester 
in its .'■ ■ ■ 'Vfence, 

I ■ , desire, that the Eonetta sloop-nf-war may be left 

entirely at my disposal from the hour that the (vi])ir.ulatioii is signed, to 
receive an aide-de-camj) to carry my despatches to Sir Henry C'Iin(,o]i. Such 
as T imy think proper to send as passengers in her, to be manned 
v.iii! .Vi of licr own crew, and to be permitted to sail without examina- 
tion, when my despatches are ready : engaging, on my part, that the ship 
shall be brought back and delivered to you, if she escapes the dangers of the 
sea ; that the crew and soldiers shall be accounted for in future exchanges ; 

that she shall carry off no officer without your ( • 

of any kind ; and I shall likewise desire that the , •• ■ ■ 

pres.'rvi; ih'd',- },r.,iw^v, OLd that no person may be punished or molested 

for g I l’:i' i troops. 

If you choose to proceed to negotiation on these grounds, I shall appoint 
two field-officers of my army to meet two officers from you, at any time and 
place that you think proper, to digest the articles of capitulation. 

I have the honour to be, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

No. XV. 

Copy op the Articles of Capitulation. 

Articjlb I. 

The garrisons of York and Gloucester, including the officera and seamen 

. ; ■"r;v!'-^''''''»mariners,tosurrenderthem- 

of America and France. The 
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land-t] j ■ -i -^he United States~the navy to the naval 

army ('■■■■"■ ■' ' . ' I ' . 

Granted. 

Aeticlb TI. 

Tl^e artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest, and public stores of 
every denomination, shaU be delivered unimj)aired to the heads of depart- 
ments appointed to receive them. 

Granted. 

Aeticlb ITT. 

At twelve o’clock this day the two I'edoubts on the left flank of York to 
be delivered, the one to a detachment of American infantry, the other to a 
detachment of French grenadiers. 

Granted. 

The garrison of York will march out to a place to be appointed in front of 


the posts, at two o’ch.e’v with shouldered arms, colours cased, and 

drums beating a I). •‘•.Si: or march. They are then to ground their 


arms, and return to their •r-uc.’.mT-o’crts. rri'cro they will remain until they 
are despatched to the placer ue''’'.i av.' Two works on the Glou- 

cester side will be delivered at one o’clock to a detachment of French and 
American troops appointed to possess them. The garrison will march out 
at three o’clock in the afternoon; the cavalry with their swords drawn, 

! — d -’"ft'-try in the manner prescribed for the gar- 
s' . ■ to return to their encampments until they 

Aeticlb TV. 

Officers are to retain their side-arms. Both officers and soldiers to keep 

the'- -i; +i-eir baggage or papers 

to':., •. I baggage and papers 

of '.v ■■ ■■. ■• ■ likewise preserved for 

them. 

Granted. 

It is understood that .any pvorr-rty obviously belonging to the inhabitants 
of these States in ti'.o of rbo garrison, shall be subject to be 

reclaimed. 

Aeticlb V. 

The soldiers to be kept in Vr;:.'!; :.-!. ;1. or Pennsylvania, and as 

much by regiments as possible, in;;i .-upp:;.:'.! the same rations of pro- 
visions as are allowed to soldiers in the service of America. A field-officer 
from each nation, to wit, British, Anspach, and Hessian, and other officers on 
parole, in the proportion of one to fifty men, to be allowed to reside near 
their respective regiments, to visit them frequently, and be witnesses of their 
treatment, and that their officers may receive ■ 1 : r,”‘l 

necessaries for them, for which passports are . ■ , : " i 

Granted. 

Aeticlb VI. 

The General, staff, and other officers not employed, as mentioned in the 
above articles, and who choose it, to be permitted to go on parole to Europe, 
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to New York, or to any other American maritime posts at present in the 
possession of the British forces, at their own option, and jiroper vessels to he 
granted by the Count de Grasse to carry them under flags of truce to New 
York, within ten days from this date, if possible, and they to reside in a 
district, to be agreed upon hcrcjiftcr, until they embark. 

The officers of the civil dcpavl.inent of the army and navy to be included 
in this article. Passports to go by land to be granted to those to whom 
vessels cannot be furnished. 

Granted. 

Aeticle VII. 

Officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as seiwants, according to the 
common practice of the service. Servants not soldiers are not to be con- 
sidered as prisoners, and are to be allowed to attend their masters. 

Granted. 

Aeticle VIII. 

The Bonetta sloop-of-war to be equipped, and navigated by its present 
C.i !.■ !■;■ ii..d c -ew, and left enth'ely at the disposal of Lord Cornwallis from 
li;-,: 'i'm:'' i / iS. the crev-^-Pet-on 1= «i_-ued, to receive an aide-de-camp to 
carry despatches .■.'i- ; and such soldiers as he may think 

1 ' t', biN.-wYt jsamination, 

w:;,'-; i;'.", I •• a-\; ?(• ' . . ; art that the 

ship shall be delivered to • . •< •• . ^ escapes the 

dangers of the sea, and that she shall not carry off any public stores. Any 
part of the crew that may be deficient on her return, and the soldiers 
passengers, to be accounted for on her delivery. 

Granted. 


Aeticle IX. 

The traders are to preserve their property, and to be allowed three 
months to dispose of or remove them; and those traders are not to be 
considered as prisoners of war. 

The traders will be allowed to dispose of their effects, the allied army 
having the right to pre-emption. The traders to be considered as prisoners 
of war n]3on parole. 


Article X. 

Natives or inhabitants of different pai-ts of this country at i)resent in 
York or Gloucester are not to he punished on account of having joined the 
British aimy. 

This article cannot he assented to, being altogether of civil resort. 

Aeticle XL 

•n, % -jjg furnished for the sick and wounded. They are to 

be ■■ ■ - . : ' ■■■ own surgeons on parole ; and they are to be furnished 

with medicines and stores from the American hospitals. 

The hospital-stores now in York and Gloucester shall be defivered for the 
use of tbe British sick and wounded. Passports will be granted for prn- 
YOL. 1. ■ 2 M 
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... r ■p-.'vv. -NrA-nr YnrTr. fl.s occasionBiay requipe ; and 

■ ■ . . ■ , : ■ ■■ . ■ , Ion of tRe sick and wounded 

of the two garrisons. 

Article XII, 

AVaggons to he furnished to carry the baggage of th 

the soldiers, and to surgeons when travelhng on account 0 . : . 

the hospitals at public expense. 

They are to be furnished if possible. 


Article XITT, 


The shippint^ and boats in the two harbours, with all their stores, guns, 
tacklino- and ap°parel, shall be delivered up in their present state to an officer 
of the navy appointecUo :;-ko n.v-.>r.=:.hvi of them, previously unloading the 
private property, part (.,:wb:cA !i,vl bo.-n on board for security during the 
siege. 


Granted. 


Article XIV. 


No article of capitulation to be infringed on pretence of reprisals ; and if 
there be any doubtful expressions in it, they are to be interpreted according 
to the common meaning and acceptation of the words. 

Granted. 


Done at Yorktown, in Virginia, October 19th, 1781. 

Cornwallis. 

Thos. Symonds. 

Done in the trenches before Yorktown, in Virginia, October 19, 1781. 

G. Washington. 

Le Comte de Rochambeatj. 
Le Comte be Barbas, 
en mon nom et celui du 
Comte de Grasse. 


INDIA. 


No. XVI. 

Fbom his Royal Highness the Shah Zada to the Goveenoe-Geneeal.* 
From the Prince, in his own handwriting. 

Oct. 6, ITSG, 

The particulars of my coming to Lucknow, it is certain that before this 
you have fully learnerl from the information of Governor-General Hastings and 
other faithful gentlemen. At present, for your information, I write at largo the 
account of my journey to this quarter, that his deceased Majesty Ameer Tymur, 
my ancestor, by command of the Almighty, after h!'.. ' T of the 

seven kingdoms of India, which extend to the four : !' ; ..-d are the 

most excellent of kingdoms, having chosen this country for lue residence of 
his posterity, like their native country, bestowed upon it the honour of being his 
place of abode. Accordingly, L 500 years, his successors, high in 

dignity and authority, have <■ '. 'v,. laws and issue commands in this 

country ; and the fame oC" ‘ ■' and the report of their government are 

as plain as the sun and 1 ' ■ moon. There is no necessity for nar- 

ration : the accounts and particulars of the conquests and government of each 
monarch are recorded in the histories and annals, and are as well known as tho 

sun. Prom the day when his exalts i v ' ■ beauty to the 

throne of Tndostan, every one of his •• ' insidering to be 

trustworthy, he had appointed to the government of kingdoms, came ungrateful 
to his sovereign, forgetting the honour to '■ ;■ 

no duty of obedience and allegiance, was „ '' ■ ‘ , 

In the end they were all defeated and iiunished. When his Majesty, from his 
favour and beneficence, bestowed dignity on me superior to my brothers, and 
honoured me with the title of heir-ajipiinail, T could not sujiport the sight of the 
shame and disgrace, of the ingratitude, of ibesc; \ iliiiins ; and hold thought came 
into my comprehensive mind, that coming forth from the corner of retirement, I 
should direct my steps towards some quarter. As the particulars of the allegiance 
’ ■ " , ^ r.-, ^ , n 'HI gentlemen used to come to my 

. ■ , ■ , )wards Lucknow, in reliance upon the 

imen ; and my heart’s object was this, 


Luai wiLu me conjunction ana aavice of tue ■ P- b.-’ i'-. pro- 
vided for the settlement of the kingdom, an.! : '.iinent 

of the throne of His Majesty. I s’ -i’:’ ■ ’ ' 1 fr"-'! b r bTo r' Heir- 

Apparent which His Majesty : :i=.. ' ■. v: ■... r.u-! ... . ;■ this 

favour perform soma service i!'.> .N;.-/' • iraght 

remain recorded in the aim:; s o y, r.: -. r -u". -alat 


Lucknow, discourses of designs and actions took place with Governor Hastings ; 
hut as his deiiarture towards Europe was near, the event of this business did not 

2m 2 
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come to light. As all matters depend on their season, the event of these happy 
objects was kept until your arrival. God he praised that the objects of all my 
prayers to God is come to pass ! Truly, from hearing the hajjpy news of the 
arrival of you worthy of favour, fresh delights and innumerable joys come to me ; 
and it became fixed in m; - that by the assistance of God tbe 

settlement of the affairs ‘ throne will take iilace in the manner 

which I wish, throrrgh the wise plans of you, a peer gifted with sincerity. Prom 
the certainty of this event, a thought came into my mind, that having speedily 
honoured you, and made myself happy by an interview, I should in person, with- 
out the intervention of letters and correspondence, bring forward with you the 
views of settlement to the kingdom, and the thoughts of embellishment to the 
affairs of the throne of His Majesty ; and the plans should be finally settled for 
the expulsion and removal of the wicked enemies of the throne, who, having raised 
their heads to rebellion and war, have caused injury to the country ; and having 
executed, might be determined by your advice, face to 1 ’ 
piness and honour from His Maje ‘ , 

through the blessing of God and . • . ■ ' ■ . exert myselt for 

the ease and security of mankind ; and as my heart has been long desirous to visit 
the country of Bengal, and to see the town and building' ' - 

on the river, and a speedy interview ndth you is my w' . . 
towards Calcutta by the river, and by God’s grace I ■ ■ ■ 
that country. This is the duty of your allegiance, that upon the receipt of this 
letter you send in answer, a petition of summons for me, that it may meet me 
n . "I, r.i.-l T .vi Troi:. the- ; • v/ • ; ar!;';'":’;'. of your attachment and 
i..,iy 1 .■ r.:!ih !•:■■ :-r i \ ishes and views of my 

t t-gon declare tliem after an interview. By 
' • the throne of His Majesty, and any settle- 

ments for the country should take place through your alliance, you will acquire, 
in a proper manner, reputation and fame in the eyes of my uncle His Sacred Ma- 
jesty of England, and i;i 'I-:. rr.-=- "oo . f TTis Majesty, my lord and director ; and 
it will remain during jc •• H e page of the world. Further con- 

sidering me to he favourable and longing, continue hoping for real kindness, and 
know me to he soon arriving. 


No. XYII. 


The Govbbkoe-Gehbbal to H. E. H. the Shah Zada. 


I have been honoured with the receipt of your Highness’s shooka, acquaint- 
ing me with the •• ' Lucknow, of your inten- 
tion of conferring ■. ■' ■ ■ . with the other matters 


' ■ ■ ■ I had the honour to pre- 

I ' ■ ■ ' ■ " ■ -.to represent the many 

■ ’ ■ i' • ' ■ ’ ’ ■ ■ ■ , of declining an honour 

T , . • . ; ■ ■ 'I T ' , r Highness’s wisdom and 

1 ■ ' = ■ . . . ■ . their propriety. It is a 

• ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ . . be obliged to refer your 

Highness to those reasons in consequence of the shooka which you have now 
honoured me with, particularly as I am sensible of the very tmeommou honour 
conferred upon me by its being written by your Highness’s own hand. 
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Your Higliness, wliose mind is illuminated with the rays of science, and who 
are so well versed in the histories of nations and the annals of mankind, will 
know that those to whom Providence has -■lairs 

are hound hy circumstances of time and sitt ' ' ' ■ act 

agreeably to their wishes and desires. I m ■ „ . ■ . , ■ ■ . 3uld 

he my fate, nnd that impediments not to he removed should intervene to frustrate 
not only the rmxious desire of my Jjeart to pny ray respects ■- . . 
also to deprive me and the linglisli nation of tlio honour of ^ ' ■ ■ ■ 

inOalcu" . ‘ p "■ could I receive, and how shall words 

express ■ , ‘ ■ the ahsolute necessity of being deprived 

of such distinguishing marlts of your Highness’s regard for me- and the English 
nation ? 

The misfortunes of the illustrious House of Tymur are not unlcnown to me, 
,, I''’ ’ ’ ■ with heartfelt afidiction, that the wishes 

■ , . 'Se jtreseuco dignides the throne of em- 

.'-i long l.-.ivc prevailed. My prayens are diiily ollcred up to the Dis- 
I -■■■■■ ■■ ■ 1 ■.■.•i.;-'; (!■, i-:.-..-. the restitution of His Majesty to the dignity and fortune 
(,i' ’ ’s an'-vuors. 

TT r-'' ■■ ‘set of the honour your 

h' ■ • . . , ■ . . .t more can I add? Per- 

, . ■ to prefer to yourHigh- 

, in consequence of my 

orders to the officers of the Sircar, the , " • ” ■ ^ ' your High- 
ness’s exalted dignity will he paid with ' ' . ■■ meeting is 

impossible for the present, I consider it ^ 1 , . ■ propitious 

opportunity. In the mean time I humbly request - ■'p-’-- - r- '-• ■i 

honour me with the hai^py news of your royal w ! , y 

offer up my prayers to the Almighty, 


No. XVIII. 

EARii' Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wmiam, Marcii 4, mi . 

. . . Your instructions concerning the Nabob Mobarrick ul Dowlah have 
in par! 1 1. Tb-: E:.;-, oean officers have been withdravm from his 

body-.;: : h ‘ •!.•< tcr-.c-l.v recommended to him to reduce that esta- 
blishment within the strictest bounds of economy. I concur entirely in opinion 
with the Honourable Court that a Hesident at his durbar ui)on the present allow- 
ances may be dispense 1 . r ■ t’' ' - ill 13® required to pay 

a general attention to ■ ' one of those who are 

stationed in that neigl ’■ . -id will for a rnodcrale 

salary be satisfied to undertake it. I know that the r.lhshs of 11 r.t fimily c’-v 
— ’ , b ’ ^ . sorry to be obliged to confu-.-i;- uil'i 

■ ■ ■ b , I cannot flatter myself with i lie Cri;:;; ill ;;- 10 

restore them t s- . !’ [ 

expect any in , . ■ ‘ s " . ‘ . ' ■ ' 

domestic econ ' . ■ - . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' 

ments have x. - ' '' d - 
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temptations to whicli conld not Ee removed ; and while this plan of Government 
has been a mortification to the Nabob, it has also shocked the feelings of the 
jn-ineipa! unlives of the country. 

'i'iie Xab(jb‘.s temper and disposition appear to be natiu’ally good, and his 
understanding, if not strong, at least not very deficient ; but his habits of indo- 
lence and inattention to business are, I am afraid, so much confirmed that he will 
ever be the dupe of interested men who can approach him. His present necessities 
have arisen from some of the above causes, and I am persuaded that a greater 
income would give no permanent relief to his distresses. I cannot therefore 
recommend an augmentation of his salary ; it would only be applied to the 
payment of debts most improperly contracted or totally fictitious, or would be 
di.->h ;,Ii l (.'■ led by undeserving individuals about bim, I shall think 

i: v:;,.- (!■;;■" .o '-a.' . the just claims of bis relations or dependents for allow- 
ances froni the Nizamut, and to secure to them the regular payment of their 
pensions. The remainder must be paid by himself, and left to its fate. His 
whole income, including certain taxes or fees paid to him as Nizam, is about 
nineteen lacs, and his ow share of it, with economical management, would be 
sufficient for his dignity and for his comfort. 

I shall in the course of next summer enter fully into the business of the 
army ; at present I shall onljr request that you will listen with great caution 
to the applications of the officers for leave to return with their rank to the 
different establishments in this country. Should any of those who have been 
several years at home, and who from having dissipated their fortunes, or from 
being induced by the hopes of advmifagt*. by standing high on the list, ask per- 
mission to return to India, lam pev-suadod tiiat in weighing their pretensions, 
you will give due ■! ' !■■ -■ v'' officers who at the risk of their lives and 

constitutions have :.::i i-.-! h" ndance on the duties of their profession in 
this severe climate, and whose hopes of preferment and command may, by the 
return of the others, he disappointed. 

It is unnecessary to say much on the state of the Civil establishment. Many 
Civil servants are at present unei ’ \ ’ ’ '■ ■■ of the new revenue 

arrangements will soon make a g • . • • ■ of those already in 

that disagreeable predicament : I hope that few of those at home will think of 
returning, and I see no probability of our having occasion for a siqd^ly of writers 
in less than two years at the soonest. 

I think 1 may acquire useful information to myself by taking as early an 
opportunity as may be convenient to visit some ^ 

Provinces, and it may also be of public utility t ■ ■ ' 

the army (--'.i’ : ■' ;> 'h-, -■.■f :.t present my intention to avail 

my.self of ” tiie ivaiiis, and to proceed by 

the river, g . -y ‘ -b.-thest station of the army at 

Putty Ghur, and to employ a few months, if I can spare so much time, in civil 
and military investigations upon my return. j 

Cornwallis. 
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No XIX, 

Eael Gobnwallis to the Court oii- Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, 00 Ganges, Aug. is, iisi. 

The despatch hy the Intelligence packet dated the 21st of July, 17tS0, hi 
which I was required to give my sentiments, after communicating with Sir 
Archibald Campbell, on the most effectual mode to ■ . ' ■■ for 

< ’ --.----p-.- —3 -..-I "+fons . , ■ ■ . His 

' ‘ ■ " ■ , . ■ too late to admit of my executing 

your commands by the ships of last season. 

To obtain pr.-: : ;■ u| vi .-jo d.-Vc.;!,-.': rob:'' r.=; the right of command 

among military n . n, i.-, i i aii -ri: : but, at so great a 

becomes of particular imjxirtance for 

\\ r c; v. h . I have given this point a very full 

C i L’a,-",; • iL. •) this occasion it would not be uiibe- 

•' measures that apjiear to me of the utmost 

possessions in India, by tending to imiirove 
your general Iviuiiaiy system, it m this I have gone beyond my instructions, I 

■ ' ■ . — - . • , < .1 , .-i. solely proceeded from an 


Court, or in the Governments 


internal economy and regulation. *' • ' ' 

without hesitation exercise the powers that have been delegated for correcting 
abu.ses, and introducing what may appear to bv; i'.u r.-'T.mr-^'i-s in the Mi’ifory 
■’ ■ — "'issary 1 <:tv:!!-IO!.iiiily a rpiy .1:- ■:.e 

. • ! ' ■ ■■■ . On t;-- I | 

cipally confine myself to those points, which by improving ihe generai iMiiiiary 
system, and by pivn'outing jealousies between the officers of the King’s and 
Company’s troops, would, 1 conceive, tend to promote the general interests of the 
empire, but which cannot be carried into effect without the support of His 
i the whole legislature. These points are reducible 


1st. That the East India Company should be enabled to obtain a greater 
i r..:.!;..'.' 1 V-., ; "ilby ''' rn H.cy can at present of ; ord 

■J.. .!j . 'i'. :> Ls.;:: ■ he permitted to ra A eec ■;dii p to 

the dates of their commissions %vith those of his Hajesiy's I'.ny ere 

upon service together in India. 

Your Honourable Court are too well acquainted "Rdth the state of your affairs 
in this country to render it necessary to employ much reasoning to prove how 
entirely their safety depends upon the good condition of your European force. 

I think it must he universally admitted that without a ’ , ■ ^ -•■r'-i-- 

lated body T.-.- cuv hold of these valuable domu ' . 1 ■ -y 

insecure. c:;.. b. ■■sq'.-j-;:.! that even the best of ir-' e-.; ■v,.".'’-.'! (...■■.;.-l,.'.'ly 
conciliate the willing obedience of so vast a body of V. rbii .V-m y.:-:- 

selves in almost eveiy circumstance of laws, religion, and cn.<torns : aiid oppres- 
sions of mdividuals, errors of Government, and several other nuibreseen causes, 
will no doubt arouse au inclination to revolt. On such occasions it w'onld not he 
wise to place great dependence upon their countrymen who compose the native 
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regiments to secure their subjection. The extent of your establishments of 

■” , - ^ — not always dej^end upon your own ideas of the propriety of 

. ■ ■ , ■ some degree relate to the state of your own finances, and to 

the ability of the mother-country to fiiriiish supi-lies of rneii. But I now think it 
incumbent on me to declare my opinion tlml, whatever llam- numbers may be, it 
will be of the utmost consequence for the improvement of the Military system of 
this country, that recruits raised for the service of the Honourable Company 
should he subject to martial law from the time of their being enlisted, and that it 
should be lawful to levy them publicly in any part of the British dominions, in 
the same manner as those for His Majesty’s regiments. With these advantages 
men of a proper quality might be collected, and instead of their being hurried 
aboard their ships, -without a possibility of their ’ ’ , ■ v ‘ • 

might be placed under rv-:":r ■??’•?, who, in -th ' , ■ . , 

seasons, might give them i ."y and subject them to regu- 

lations that would tend to promote their health, and to render them useful on the 
voyage. 

It would be painful for me to enlarge much on the ]3resent state of the 
T" . ; . n-— particular 

■ ■ . ; . ' knowledge that, 

■ . . ' ■ . ; • reason to believe that in quality of 

men, as well as in discipline, they are at all the three Presidencies extremely 
inferior to those in the service of His Majesty. 

On the second head it will he sufScient to remark that the superiority of 
King’s over Company’s commissions among officers of the same rank, while it has 
occasioned disgust and mortification to the latter, must no doubt in many in- 
stances have been prejudicial io the public service. By obtaining an equality of 
rank according to the dale of commissions for the Company’s, you will not only 

do justice to them, but you will • ’ lo to have been the 

princiijal cause of the jealousies • . • ■ ■ , . between the officers 

of the two services ; and if His Majesty on one side, and the Court of Directors 
and their Grovernmeuts abroad on the other, will agree to abstain from granting 
brevets of rank in India hejmud the rules that are usually observed for promotion 
: . 'b -v. ' T >i .ir in opinion that neither the King’s nor Com- 

V . • .m any just grr - ’ 

I IV'.: 1 ". • 1.- r'.u : I .-..i you that Sir ' ■, . . 

in opinion ■ 

system in ■ . • ■ ■ ' r ■ ' , ■ ■ ■ 

two services, are contained in the two heads above mentioned. He has also added 
to that opinion, that it may he an improvement to form classes of the King’s and 
Company’s officers of different ranks, and that in case of an officer being put over 

his senior in r ■■ n-'-'” ■’rthe 

line-duties i ’ ■ . ■ -Sir 

Archibald’s ■ ■ ..■■■■■ ' . . ■ ' the 

general pron ' nor 

b-' ■ '• .1 ■'llieryand Engineer corps of each seiarate Pre- 

'( r.vy. ; ■ I. ■ ; . ’-i • r,,-.- :V ■ ■. the practice of liis Majesty’s service, I cannot 

recommend the adoption of it ; on the contrary, I propose that the officers shall 
continue to enjoy as at present the advantages of the promotion that may fall to 
their lot in tlieii- tr-.q’cciivo ricrvices. 

In addilioii to wbai. I iiavo scid, I think it my duty not to omit this oppor- 
tunity to offer to your nt’,-- -.I’.v-. a '' ■■ erious iiature, wliich is 

Ircq'.uaitly o;q'c:ricncod Vy '.j; ■’ ' Establishments in this. 
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country ; I mean supercessions by oflicers wbo obtain permission to return with 
tlieir rank to tbe service. Nothing can be more reasonable than that your officers 
abroad should, under certain restrictions, be indulged with leave to go to Europe, 
either for the recovery of their health, or on account of their private affairs, 
When only a moderate and necessary space of time is employed for these pur- 
■' ■ ’ ; ■ ’ liu r-f P rh- r:.' ■.i!: j:.ri;_‘i.,lice to 

of the return of officers wliose stay at home has exceeded five years. But cases 
will frequently occur, within that period, of* officers who have loitered away their 
time idly in Europe, of others who have dissipated their fortunes by extravagance, 
and of some wbo are tempted by tbe near prospect of lucrative situations, and 
who, by being permitted to return without prejudice to their rank, may fre- 
quently disappoint in an unfair and cruel manner tbe reasonable expectations of 
many officers of merit, wbo have, during their absence in a better climate, given a 
zealous attention to their military duties in India. 

I am persuaded that the above considerations will have due weight with your 
Honourable .nade by officers for leave to return to 

tbe service ; ■■■, ;,p r:' and I shall take the liberty to recom- 

mend that it he an established rule at all the Presidencies, that all officers upon 
their return ’from Eui’ope shall remain as supernumeraries until by vacancies 
falling in their respective ranks, they can be placed upon the effective establish- 
ments. I have, &o,, 

COENW ALLIS. 


No. XX. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, ' Deo. is, irs?. 

I have on a -former occasion, by the desire of the Honourable Court, laid 

my soutiments before you concerning the mod-' “r: ■ ‘ ' ” ; ■ ‘ 

■ ’ ' !ers in the Company’- ■ ' • • " " 

. ■ this country. 

I recommend that they may bo put as nearly as ■;■*” ^ ■ f 

equality in every respect, whenever they may happen , • . . ■ ' ' 

upon the same service; in this p)rinciplc pay and al ■ , . ■ . 

inoluded, and I am therefore clear in opinion that except in tbe article of off- 
reckonings, which is a matter of internal economy in both services, it will be 
highly v ^ c. I;-. 'r. H '..rable Company to make the income of the different 

ranks <■' ! i'.-' M;-.;...-';’.-: ■ •' who may he employed in India, exactly the same 

with that of the corresponding ranks of their own officers who may he employed 
upon the same service with them. 

I will not take upon me to say how far the complete adoption of this propo- 
sition should operate in settling the account between the Company and His 
Majesty’s Ministers for the sum ordered by the legislature to be paid for the 
services of the King’s troops in India ; but I am certain that the measure, by 
removing very ('.■■.i-;;-.-' f.." j.-l- - .■ . 1 d;.-.'-: I’.- r.iol when tbo Ircops of 

both services ac: ii: ? U; greatly to promote tlic 
success of all .r- T am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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No. XXI. 


Eiget Hon. Henry Dendas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret and confidentaaL] Eeceived Feb, 19, 1188. 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, July 22, 1^87. 

A single syllable relative to tlie subject of this letter has not been commu- 
nicated to the Directors of the East India Comiiany, nor indeed to. anybody except 
Mr. Pitt. Mr. Grenville (Lord Mulgrave being out of town), the Secretary of 
War, and Sir William Fawcett, and of course your Lordship, will perceive how 
1 i’. G !■ . i. ;! '1 O"!-: 1 asidorecl by you aud Sir Archibald Campbeli, 
•... v' .1 '■ w.i- e, ::.- i::.:;- o.-.I is, rs truly secret and confidential. Soon after the 
institution of the Board of Control, I wrote a letter to Lord Sydney, From that 
time the subject lay perfectly dormant 5 but when I received the private letters 
which have been wrote to me from time to time since you arrived in India, and in 
which you state the wretched condition of all the European troops in India, except 
the King’s troops, I was led very seiiously to revolve the subject in my mind, 
having in view, that when any disturbance occurs in which this nation may be 
involved with other T.--. • ( •..> :•«, we must lay our account that India is to be 

the scene of action ; i.- .i,- may be the case, from the inesent state of 

Holland, it is not easy for any man to decide. Besides this I have made up my 
mind to it as a principle of Indian administration, that we ought at all times to 
keep a force Ihcve not only for defence, but active operations. When the occasion 
occurs ili will bo too late to be recruiting your European army in India, or to be 
increasing it from a peace to a war establishment. It must, in my opinion, be at 
all times kept on such a scale as that, upon the receipt of a letter from this 
country, your Lordship, or any other person in the Administration of India, must 
be instantly ready to begin offensive operations against Pondicherry, Trincomale, 
th-r-Di.'A j i;. F .s', ri 1-! as, or, in short, anywhere that appears 

I','';, i .. i i s:.-. : ;i!. or annoy the enemy. It would bo pre- 
sumption in me to enlarge npon the subject ’’’ . 

proving how conducive it is to the success of a ■ ■ ■■ 

Another consideration ha.*? much weigh! in my n . . ; ; . 

Its importance lo lh(i safeiy of India, hoth in respect to its being the only asylum 
to our fleet in lime of war, and in n.-.sp(‘<;t lo iis being an important military sta- 
tion, at the back both of the Maratta and Mysorean countries, to keep those 



ment is totally in complete; and has always appeared to me even defective in its 
construction, althc"'-'^ ’ ' . - ' ” ^ in so far as concerns European 

force, by which I ■ ' ! . , ' a great degree to be garrisoned. 

You will easily see now lime jl musr ne quaimeu to detail anything with accuracy 
on that subject when I inform you that T r.r- -r-t L fv;! shameful 

neglect somewhere, of any return of L r i::"-’-;.:"- ■ ■.- 0 =: !' 1 , ■■■ the year 

1786. Under a strong impression of those ideas, I was induced, with the appro- 
bation of Mr. Pitt, to submit my opinion to the King. He sent Sir George Yonge 
and Sir William Fawcett to talk with me on the subject, and seemed much to 
appi'o^'c of the! Hvslnni, but was very averse to briuging borne the two old regi- 
rncnls, from an apprehension ihai- Mr. Pitt would And it nm:s.-nry vu cut off to o 
regiments Iroin the anny cstablishuicnt at Iiomc, if they woroLronght from liutia. 
I disencumbered my plasj very soon from that objection by stating what was true. 
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tliat it formed no essential part of it. Inc’-' - ■ I ' ■ T — -f Yonge, 

in consequence of the conversation with .. , ave to 

Sir George Yonge in consequence of th " ^ ■ since 

given me a j^aper as the establishment of an European regiment of King’s troops 
in India ; and I am informed by him that he has the King’s commands to transmit 
to you his orders that the regiments shall he all on that ■■■’•,■' ; ■ ' ' / 

force. If y'^'.'i .vr- c-f -rative troops shouh , ■ ■ 

you will of r..:-....'. your official letter to the Court of Directors 

will inform them that you have made that alteration in the establishment ordered 
by the letter of Ifce 21st September, 1785. You may assign any reason for doing 
so that you please ; either that you think it a better strength for a regiment, or 
that you have done it to make the army uniform, in consequence of the orders 
from the King to arrange Ms troops in that way. In short, give any reason you 

please, but do it not D “'■ ■■ ^ r -i— as an act of 

your own; I mean if • r ’ .dc - ' ■ •*" .■■^'i.you 

will not do it at a” . ^ been 

explicit ; I mean ■ . • , ■ ■ • ■ • oi xne new- 

arranged regiments should be taken from the service of ” r - 

and he assigns as his reason of hesitation, that if these ' : 

to General Officers the actual command of them won . 

Company’s officers. I do not think the objection :i good oi.e, btdieviiig as I do that 
there are many meritorious (^fiicers of the rank of l.ieul. -Colonel in ihe service 
of the East India Company, to whom the commands of regiments might with 
great propriety be given. At any rate the objection would ho completely removed 
by giving the command of those regiments to officers of his own, not Generals, 
hut who are only of the rank of Colonel in his own army ; and, without any dis- 
paragement to his G(.:.c".i! I .:h.l ; >1 n/.d it a hit worse for my plan, 

but a great improw.j''.!: ; if lu- i-- use of it for the purpose of 

placing in actual i" p. n.( r:o,.r;t.r.' lufcovs c.f no higher rank than 

Colonel, to whom ^l(•.•i.In;v •,! il.trc •:Ogi."--!'ls j-.igi.i he given._ Nobody 
knows better than your Lordship -.1 r." ".r i r.vc .s---. » •,«. ir our service of that 
description. If you will privately transmit to 'me the names of those you think 
most meritorious, I shall take care, through Mr. Pitt and myself, to have thenx 
properly brought under view when the occasions offer. I have not yet heard 
whom His Majesty points at for these ■ or I believe Sir 

^ ■’ it he had det< '■ ’ ^ to Sir Archibald 

' ■ ^ . . to Sir Robert Abcrcromby. Both liiese a^jpoiiitinenls will 

be very agreeable to your Lordship ; I confess they are so to me. 

As the plan is altogether a secret as yet. '• 
months. In the mean time exertion will ' 

■ ■ . ■ i 


those belonging to the service of the East India Company, who are to receive 

X’- -’ -will he left to he filled up by you, and . ’ r - 

■ ■ of your favour to tliose officers belonging , ■ ■ i ■ . ' 

Company’s service whom you would wish to mark with your favour. You will 
of course take under view, in doing so, the meritorious servants at all the Presi- 
dencies ; and as to the regiment to he commanded by Sir Archibald Campbell, I 
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shall suggest to Mr. Pitt the propriety of his being warranted, out of the Indian 
officers of his ow establishment, to fill up those commissions which will be given 

to officers he'’ . I ’ ■ ■ . ■ further 

discussion of ' - '.j ■..■■■■■ ' , ^ iving at 

least some Li- ■ ■ ■ • ■.'■■■, ■ I feel 

■ ' i ■' 1 " ■ - plan, because without it 


X nave au'eauy auutiea to the imiJortance of Bombay, and to tl'.r- feeli"..' T h;/ -.; 

of its present weakness in point - ^ With the vie".- ."i.-:!.-: ■,i\ i;:^- 

this, I have suggested to Mr. ' . . , L " apj)roves of ’It, that a King’s 

regiment should be immediately sent from Madras to Bombay. Sir George Yonge 
writes to you on this subject. The regiment so taken away will be replaced by 
one of those to he sent out, lu-obably Sir Archibald Campbell’s ; the one given 
Cr-bn-"l \h:rr""rr-hy will Pk-cwse be sent to Bombay ; and the third, I suppose 
y-i.: Y -o i !•••<.' <! . Ik-:;,.:,-:!. I only mention those as the ideas that occur 

to us at home ; but your Lordship' will of course act on your own judgment as to 
the distribution of any force that now is or at any time may he sent to India. 

Upon the subject of Bombay another material point remains to he stated. Sir 
Av.'d.ih:.'' -I Cr,’..'.- 1 .-I-, both from his letters to me and other communications, is 
’.o leave India in April, 1789. It is therefore of moment that 
1 ’ , ’ . - ” ■ - of to go to India. We are all 

• ‘ • aors for India, and onr wish is 

• _ • uent of Bombay, with a com- 

■ ' : . • . He will remain till Oamphell 

leaves ’ •' 'i that settlement when Cmr.plt’l ‘,;i 

and the ■ ■ : ■ > India, and la •.•'-.uiy : v.:u v,-': '. ;i 


to urge that, after having got ; , explicitly 

engaged not to do it before you • . ,■■■'' yet been 

mentioned to the Court of Directors, hut if he accepts, it will soon ; and if the 
Directors are refractory, they must in some shape or other he induced to com- 
2 )liance, for it is an object in which we cannot admit of false delicacy. 

^ ■ ■ • . . • . ■ ■ ■ ■ . _.r arrange- 

UiPL,.. X v^ua. 1 . X udve vviobu wm DO Humcient to convoy to you 

tvith sufficient clearness what has been necessary for me to lay before you. I need 
. T -^rrite on this or any other subjects of importance, 
‘ ‘ write. Yours, &c.. 


Heney Dundas. 


No. xxn. 

EAEL CoENWAIiLIS TO THE COOET OP DlEECTOES. 

^ HoiTOtrEABLE SlES, . Calcutta, March, 3, 178S. 

. . Being particularly gi-atified by your liberal attention to my recom- 
. mendation to increase ihfi a nnTiran<;>/io r.f xi.. 

dency, 1 \ ' 

with resiiuoi to rue period, of their commencement. On that account I moved that 
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those gentlemen should only receive the increased allowances from the date of the 
arrival of the packet, leaving it to you to declare whether it is your pleasure to 
extend the indulgence heyond that term. 

I consider it at the same time incumbent upon me to remark that when the 
subject shall come under your consideration, the case of the Accountant-General 
Avill be particularly entitled to your favourable notice; for exclusive of the per- 
sonal claims of Mr. Larkins, founded upon long and faithful services, it is proper 
to add, in favour of his j)retensions to an extension of the term of commencement, 
that he has neither, in the form of batta, establishment of office, or in any other 
manner whateve:^ drawn the* smallest advantage beyond his fixed salary since the 
reduction of his former allowances. ... 

The only point upon which it appears to mo to be necessary to give an imme- 
diate opinion, is the reference respecting the utility of the office of Quartermaster- 
General, and I can assure you with the utmost certainty tliat even in time of 
p.:-.;,-,- i; i- r.f 'ho most necessary military offices upon this establishment. 

T'.'' hi.’i.'r have been usually allotted to that office, though various and 
important, have hitherto been pi'incipally of a civil nature, such as the provision 
of boats when necessary for the conveyance of trooias or of camp equipage, 
” ■■ ’ - of roads, and the construction of all temporary 

• the accommodation of the troops where there are 
)f the income of that officer has been derived from 
a commission of 10 per cent, upon all sums expeu'L-d f -- ■■my'-u";-:- 
under his control or direction. A variety of other ■. -y.. v- . ■ 

some time from acquiring a satisfactory knowledge of Ihe maunor in which the 
duties of that office had bee', '••r.f .-1, ''■.••an coiisidoring how the plan for 

conducting But having for upwards of a 

year past :,!.e of the assistance of Lieut.-Colonel Cockerell, the 

present Quarcermaster-General, who is an officer of great ability and experience, 
and irpon whose integrity I have the rrii-r ce, T '< .w- 1 -;.-, i- k;- io make 

considerable progress in putting that o u:-:-, . :,i n-.ipc.- With 

that view I have, amongst other " • ' importaiifc milif.ar.y 

branches to the other duties of . ‘ ■ . L as a rule that tiie 

Quartermaster-General shall, on . . ' ■ ' ■ ' constant member of 

the Committee for the inspection ' ‘ • " ,ie use of the public 

by the agent for the pmovision of camp equipage and other military stores, and 
that, previous to the march of troops, it shall he his particular duty to ohtam 
correct information of the state of the roads, bridges, and other communications 
through which they must pass, and to prepare proper routes for the different 
bodies of troops when any considerable movement is ordered in tljc army upon 
tins establishment. This latter imt of his duty will also he the more imi}ortant, 
as I am clearly convir.c; ’ C .d- 'h-.- rri;- army Avill he greatly im- 
proved by frequent or in.’.- -I. k' : ■■."ibk:, ..v.' i d :V. . . . 

I have received the .'.i-.i-f-.rd-.-'i '.ose application to business 

and the judicious conduct of Mr. Duncan in his station of Resident of Benares. 


Tuanpore, and Mizaporc — a measure which, h i .-;-.; ■'.‘■ "r;. n' may appear 

. ’ i.-.y ... . wh!;.'. I .T. wi:. ■ . promote the 

■ ■ . ■ . ■ , ■ : )uht of being able to realise with facility 

all the just demamls of this Government. By the late arrangements in the Presi- 
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deucy, the Rajah’s income has been considerably increased, whilst at the same 
time I am happy to inform you that, after defraying all the additional expenses of 
the new establishments, a large surj)lus will in this and all future years arise to 
the Company. ... I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. xxni. 


Earl Cornwallis’s ultimate Instructions to Captain John Kennaway, 

DEPUTED TO HYDERABAD. 


gxR, S'ort William, June 16, 1788. 

Being extremely desirous to act with every degree of moderation and re- 
spee': !:.i Niy.v ,llr'. ■•.•y:-. o.. Li:'.:;!!-., v/;!! C. <■ o.isite means 

for-; i'Sf . .c'l: • ' ;l oi J.;;';. : :'y,,':r ! !■•.; tow of opinion, 

after very mature deliberation, that it will be most expedient to postpone the de- 
livery of my letter to the Nizam, and the full explanation of our intentions 
respecting the Guntoor Circar, till after your arrival, at Hyderabad. 

You will therefore continue your journey with ' as much exjiedition as the 
season and other circumstances will admit, acquainting Sir Archibald Campbell 
and mo, and Meer Maboraed Hussein, from time to time with your progress. 

I triist that yon will find the Nizam sufficiently well inclined to show all the 
necessary and usual external marhs of civility in his reception of you ; and my 
wish will be that, as soon as the visits of ceremony are over, you should proceed, 
with as little loss of time as possible, to the husiness of your deputation. For 
that purpose you will, as soon as may be consistent with decency, demand an 
audience of the Nizam for thi; i.ur])os(?. of delivering my letter containing the 
demand of the Guntoor; and, coDforiiJiilile to die reiisons W’hich are stated in the 
instructions that you have affieady received, you will accom}mny the formal demand 
■with an exphe!! dcclaraliuii iliat fho Company’s troops will march into the Circar 
widiiii Cuurtce!', day.*! al'Ua- llic dare of that conference. 

You are already apprised that the Nizam will 2 irohahly exju’ess much discon- 
tent at this determination. 

So far therefore it may he proper to authorise you to suspend the declaration 
relating to the Comiiany’s troojis at the time of your audience, lest in the first 
moments of disappointment and vexation the Nizam should be tempted to form 
some violent r.->'l-.-.;-’-.v , a. .1 i i; ■■ y i.et of intemperance. Of this you 

will judge, hui i ;• ; y r..:y c. :- • yrar r.-tr vi!' .- the declaration 

beyond three*days after your audience, '<■' . ■■ ■. :o .';im by letter. 

But whilst you cannot relax in any part of the substance of the measure, I 

must repeat my recommendation that you will ■' 

argument that has been pointed out in your inst . 


Should he determine to refuse a voluntary surrender of the Circar, some iin- 
’■h.- = v'' -r he unavoidable, though the troops, in taking possession of it, 

abstain as much as possible from injuring individuals, and 
from all acta of violence v.'hatevcr. 


1 1. is also 2 u-obahle iliai- in the event of our being forced to execute this measure 
! ’■■■■.'’ W' ■ ■ ■ ; ■ ■ , time he sufficiently cool 

' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ’ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' . . will offer to 2 >roceed to 

me adjustment of the public account. 
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A little reflection, however, upon the danger of losing entirely and immedi- 
ately a large sum of money of balance, besides the future payment of the peshcush, 
by " ‘ ‘ ” discussion, may in a short time render him more accoin- 

mo( ' ■ o : ■ ■ signs of ill-humour or discontent, short of hostility or 

■■ j ’ ■' to conduct 

f ■ ■ ■ , ■ , mifonn dis- 

position to negotiate and terminate the whole transaction with the utmost fairness 
and liberality. 

In whatever m£ ■ ''' - - ,r - Oh-car may he obtained, the Nizam, 

when he proceeds ' , will probably mate several charges 

for stores or balances due by renters in the Circar, exclusive of the sum that may 
be admitted to be due to him upon the adjustment of the general account between 
the two Governments. 

You will pay a civil attention to all such claims ; but I wish the settlement of 
them, as a matter of local detail, to he left to Sir Archibald Campbell, You may 
however agree to transmit thorn to Sir Archibald Campbell, and you will follow- 
such directions as he may think proper to give you for bringing them to a final 

^ ' -will receive a copy of all your instructions, and of my 

' : . conv of that letter will also be transmitted to Messrs. 

Malct, Palmer, and Pc'.---,.r, \ '. ;\. • . .ive a distinct explanation, 

where they respectively reside, of the nature of our present negotiation with the 
Nizam, and of the principles upon which we have preferred our demand of the 
Circar. 

For the reasons which have induced me to leave little time for intrigue to the 
Nizam, between the declaration of our intention and the term which we fix for the 
surrender of the Guntoor, I do not wish to communicate to any of the Maratta 
chiefs the real object of your mission until our design is ready for immediate exe- 
cution, but at the same time it will be most proper that they should receive the 
first notification of it fron ” ^ \ 

In order therefore to • . your part, you will 

prepare separate' letters ' . • • • to Mr. Malet, Major 

Palmer, and to Mr. Forster, as soon as you can meutic-;. I'ii'-’i sh'.- r liiiv 
on which the declaration will be made; and you will l.-y .-c. t 

cossids forty-eight hours before the day named by the Nizam for a formal audience, 
which will enable you to execute that part (f >< .1 • iv.druc'-inv:?. 

From the xn-esent political apiaearances, "i tvjnviry Evvrx'o. it 

seems at least highly improbable that any circumstances will arise i v. o.-- 1 lis 
time and that of your arrival at Hyderabad which would induce this Government 
to alter our present deteimination upon the business in question ; and indeed I 
should hardly consider any reason short of a rupture wnth any of our neighbours 
upon other gi-ounds, or an immediate war being an almost certain consequence of 
our making !' i- di -.’i'', 

I have =r-. that yonr own judgment 

w.-Uid s v ,-.f ... . tion of your orders in the 

( ' . ) II’ - < ' ' 1 ibahly not be known by 

I •' ' ' contrary to all present 

r .1" - c- . (■ c-' ' n;- v.l-.hr, T ji-’i-.vM, you 

it ■■ -(■■■f-:-!-,,. ^ ;]■(! ir'.fi 'lO pTO- 

i, - >1 lx.nii'iiHC ' c further instructions for yonr guidance. 

I am, &c., 

C0ENWAI.LIS. 
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No. XXIV. 

Eabl Cobswallis to the Gohet op Dibectors. 

Honottbable Sirs, Nov. 3, iyss. 

Tlie interests of your territories are now so much blended with those of 
the province of Oude, that in my opinion we are called upon, no less hy consider- 

a regard to the honour and credit of the nation, 

. . ■ , , ■ , ■ , I every j)uhlic measure that may tend to promote 

its prosperity. It was from these motives, as I have informed you, that I proposed 
last year to the Vizier to arrange a commercial treaty between the two Govern- 
ments upon conditions of mutual henefit and of > ; and I recpiested 

that his ministers should consider themselves a, ; to discuss the 

different articles with regard to their effect on the interests of His Excellency’s 
dominions with the utmost deliberation and freedom, A copy of the treaty 
which, after much correspondence, was concluded in this manner, will he trans- 
mitted to you in the despatch from the Board. It i.s nearly conformable to the 
draft which was enclosed to you in my letter hy the Rodney, and 1 am sanguine 
enough to hope that it will contribute to awaken a spirit of activity aud industry 
in the country of Oude, whilst hy facilitating our communication with the Deccan 
and with the Upper Provinces < f 1’ .• V. :- •:•• •, mr.-y vrh.-.rh'--'- 0 ^ c'mmerco 

will be opened or enlarged for ' . 

The regulation and reform of the management of the Province of Benares 
has likewise continued to occupy a great deal of my most earnest attention, as 
being an object which your immediate interests and the general princiides of 

policy and humanity rende 1 " . " ’ jish. Instead of 

entering in this place into ' ' • . , ■ , of the measures 

that have been adopted for encouraging the commerce and culture, and for 
securing happiness for the numerous inhabitants of that valuable zemindany, 
I shall beg leave to refer you to the Resident’s different letters, and to the 
Resolutions and Instructions of the Board upon them, in which you will find 
every interesting particular relating to the situation of Benares, as well as 
the motives which influenced our decisions and orders, fully and distinctly 
explained. After becoming acquainted with the alarming state of decay into 
which that country had fallen, and with the prevalent defects and vices in 
its internal government, T entertaiued no hopes of obtaining an hearty con- 

‘■'•■'V' '""'■'h in their correction, because I believed 

’ ■■■ '’■■■■■ ■ —n piersonal 

importance to assent with sincerity to ■■■■,■ y necessary 

regulation of his own conduct, and too little capable of comprehending the 
ruinous consequences to his own private interests which must ultimately arise 
from an irregular aud capricious system of government. On the other baud, 
having no inter C =,) .A'. w-L {■: '■.-.■■.r..-.-.: tl c -.s, .v...;:..- • i.cP.ial power of 

the Company u;. ih-. I ■.-.i:'- i <0 he measures 

of reformation ];: n...; : . c they will, 

t y.y. v-.-'-y ;■ . ( 1 ^ tO glvC per- 

v. :i' ni v,,' ;- m.; r.s:.!' ;; i.... profits and 

income of the Rajah himself, whilst 1 likeudse trust that experience will prove 
that they have been well calculated to protect the mass of tliu iiib.ahKants against 
the miseries, so common in this quarter of the globe, of oiprossioii <md injustice. 
From the great and constant resort -of strangers to Benares, many of whom are 
persons ot high rank or eminent learning, it is there that tlie mcriis or defects 
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of our Government will bo most con.spicnous ; and I am inclined to hoi^e and 
believe that the praises of the Resident, and rlu; report of British moderation and 
justice will be conveyed to the most remote provinces of Hindostan. 

Your orders for the abolition of the custom-house drities were, in as far as 
they directly affected the h’oreign nations, carried into execution immediately after 
they were received; and whilst the measure has undoubtedly removed many 
grounds for altercation with the Foreign Companies, I trust that iu its effects it 
will also tend to the general encouragement of the commerce of the country. 

I could, however, see no adequate general benefit that could arise from relin- 
quishing the town-duties of Calcutta, which amount annually to a very consider- 
able sum. If it shall appear from experience that the duties on goods coming 
from the country are cither oppressive to individuals or hurtful to the general 
commerce of the town, liioy will he lowtircd or entirely taken off. It was abso- 
lutely necessary that duties should he levied on the frontiers of Bahar, at the 
rates which had been settled by our treaty with the Vizier, not merely on account 
of the sum which they will produce, but as a measure of policy to give a reasonable 

- t; . -amst the importation of 

■ ' Oude. 

The fundamental objects of our plan wei'e to curtail all unnecessary expenses, 
and to establish useful rules for simplifying and facilitating the despatch of all 
branches of the public business. Under the head of economy, wo proceeded to 
the abolition of useless offices and the reduction of extravagant establishments ; 
and, to render it more difficult in future to introduce abuses, the heads of offices 
were required to lay before the Board a detail of such establishments as they 
conceived to he indispensably necessary for carrying on the' bnsiness, specifying 

4.-I. , .p..,: . .1. -T . . . 1 . . g 

■ ■■ ■ . ■ . .... . ■ • ■ ■ tin ^ ■ • ■ ' , '■ ■■ to 

. dish and prohibit in every case whatever 

all perquisites and emoluments r pn-s...!' ed or dc lvii-.l. 

Impciri iV.t. as •1,o cVjt'c! of o<.-''':(':ay u;;:'-; bv- io be, T 

conlbiS I co’ sidore.l i: iiscabi seco’idery ;,o ibar .r 

a; ;'ain'(,i:: 0 !ivs i^i!■ ( aii.hyiiia ii:. i iiwili:!’;;;.:,- i-'c dcspucli of I uduiss ot ■: j nii:'!' 
(.-nc-'S : w:!,ii i.';:;, vliv. .hq \ u<-ro of ;> -lii din- 

nature, such as the Treasuries and the Accountant-Generar.s offices, have been 
xmited, and the Civil servants, instead of being permitted to hold offices in 
different departments, have been restricted to one branch of the service. 

• -n i.. /.I-- -n. ■ . , .jgg fQj. 

■■ ■ ■ ! ■ ch attention 

From the 

n;.i: r!:;!;.- b.-.'o" - u, i!, i- .n to your oxvn judgment whether we Lave suc- 
ceeded in the execution of our own intentions, which, I have already remarked, 
v.-(;!v io iv': :-'. v.: the mode of c.'.-=-rT:'.’i.r !1-:- --.-.blic business of this government 

!'■ 1 i'"' ■'-.omy, order, a:.-: (k.:-.- .-u ; -a exhibit the nature of the duties 

and the precise amount of the incomes of all the Company’s servants to the clear 
observation of your Honourable Court. 

In the alteration of allowances it has been a general rule that no fixed salary 

shall exceed thr r ™ — e ^ .-..ri 

lumentsofthe ' ■ .. ' ■■ ■■ '• - ' ■ ; ■ : 

to an inferior . ■ " ■ . ■<■ ■■■ ' ■ ; 

Civil Aixdi tor, ^ . ' ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ .- q, ■ - 

hi' ’ ^ \ il;( ■ d ■ ’ ,!hock of all expenditures in the Civil 

I ' !’>,■■.! . . . salary wliich wc have annexed to it 

VOL. I, 2 N 
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will appear to you to be a very moderate compensation for the diligent and 
faithful discharge of so responsible a duty. 

The augmentation of salaries which we have recommended for the members 
of the Board of Revenue will merit your attentive and favourable consideration. 

1 . • " that revenue servants of cxperi- 

... . , ■ ■ : ■■ Ilowances to become members of 

. _ ■ ( ■ ■ ■■ ‘■'r- *’ the country, as Well 

■ ■ •■ . . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ictors, is of so much 

■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ . "10 successful realiza- 

tion of your land revenues, that it cannot fail to promote the public good to 
render the situation of the two senior members (upon whose able conduct so 
■ . “ . . " ’ . — u they may have no wish to be 'removed 


Few circumstances have given me a ■ than the volun- 

tarv pnbb'c-.ouir'tpd r''''ouf'ei+.ion of Sir '• ’ ' - in the arduous 


Tl. 


w: 


vl 


• : ' . to 

M (’•■•arts of Justice, 

•• 1 ..-i acquired of the Eastern lan- 
1 the strength of his natural 
• the worls that he has undertaken, 
rallcled ; and considering it siugu- 
! to obtain the assistance of such a 
-■ — il'.e ; '.ibl’o the mode- 

;i- =(,'(■¥ :■!' contingent 
■ allowing salaries to some learned eminent moularies 
:ie that he might have occasion to employ them in 
.'r'.v-c;i::g a:.-,; i x -.icib.f i' 3 most salutary of their respective laws from the 
numerous volumes in which they are at jirohciil dis]ior5ed. 

Tl (u’.eM’fde.l by ?*’• bVilliam Jones lh:ti this work may be executed in two 

yea:-; '■i". c:.’ 1 according to the original iJan, it will justly 

render the name of ' • • . • to the natives of this country, by enabling 

their F.r r. h> g- '-’iV!' them according to their own ideas of humanity 
and , , . 


person, I could make no hes’ ' 


i have great satisfaction in congi-atulating your Honourable Court on -the 
■ .ii,;.,. -ij — C’'*''"” to the Cora]'any. Former tmu.snctionsvcspoct- 

of the ^^izam’adi.'iiiiclimuion to relinquish that 
Circar, and I had therefore been induced, since my arrival in this country, by 
several considerations which related to the public affairs of India as well as to 
those of Europe, to decline touching upon a subject which it was more than 

probable', ’ll - ” 'V' : , — I- m it would 

not have ; ■ ■ ■ ! ■ ■. ' • ■ ■ _ to enforce 

our demand. 


7' . " • ” ■ ‘ ve had established with several of the 

■ asons for delay ; but the accounts wliich 
! of Holland, by removing all hazard of 
interference from any European power, ])resoutcd a .singularly favourable oppor- 
‘ ^ ■ ■■■ ■ wbicb T ihought ii, my duty to, embrace. 

! : ■ despatched Captain Kennaway, one of my 

,':M w .- ■ d ; i ;d:y 1 could confide, to Hyderabad with 
i'.i':' .■■■...■ .-i V.. -.iv-.rd from the Nizam the full execution of the treaty which he 

made with the Company in the year 1768, 
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<" ■' ‘ X v'as also instructed to give the most solemn assm*ances 

'll' en our part should he performed with the utmost punc- 
’ !■ I.; . ■■■: >■; indeed I consider this to he as necessary for our real 

iiiLi icbts as it lb indispuiibahlc for the credit of the national character. 

At the same tune, however, though our right hy treaty to the Ciroar was in- 
disputable, and I was ready to adjust the jiublic account with His Highness in 
the fairest and most liberal manner, 1 thought it proper, in addition to every 
conciliating argument that could be founded upon the faith of treaties and the 

general prk ' ’ " ’ ‘‘A' ~ ns that might he in my 

power to sec ■ , ■ ' ■ . .ir proposed object. On 

account of \ ‘ ■ ■ intrigue, it appeared to 

be a very necessary caution to avoid giving him time to consult with any of his 
neighbours upon means of ’ i ‘ n ■‘ylea'\ ’ i> ' u’’,-. .i s’ hdirvnl after 
our demand to declare ;-is . o by > -i ’ : a (Cisi.hr.ib'e b dy of 

troops in the neigbbourho. I '' ’ > ' d lilt r iv-a li ness when neces- 
sary to give weight to our '( >' '» 1 < b :: (c‘ the Circar when 

surrendered. The able an'! ,■ v ' i i. i..M!.T-.:;’es were executed 

tb’! di;: -i ’ .-l ■vrin 8ir .V:v;. b,;': t !i i. y •..i.r-nest acknowledg- 

I '' i:-. v to say that the means which wo took have had the fortu- 
nate effect of inducing the Nizam, after very moderate signs of reluctance, to 
surrender the Circarto the Company’s servants, who are now in posscssioi) of it. 

The late revolutions at Delhi and the barbarities exercised <hero by (iliolam 

Kadir Khan and his Rohill 1 ” v:’’ ’ Vt* I’n 

eyes of Shah Allum, have ' • • . • . • ' : ' i , 

j be- b'cn r'-nr'''ly to offer no ; , ' < i , i 

or () idly i is'; i.:.d as none of these transactions appeared to affect in 
any degree your political interests, it became our main neutral 

spectators of scenes, in which, from the dictates • ' : . there would 

have been the strongest inducements to interfere. 

I trust that it is unnecessary for me to be at much pains to assure you of my 
, ■ ’ .I' avoid and discourage in every shape all kinds of 

'• publicmoney. lam j :r!-!i,.(;-.d H a: y'.;:■•TTo■'■„■li.■ 

■ ■ ■ ■■ ii'se than I am to •r.;: ;.V.e (..oi;;: lo i-.i: -'.■-■a'y 



■■ . . ponmy d<;;vvi;;b b ■ , I ;_;b: 

■ at measure, by the uncertainty 

■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ . . ■ lusincss of the Gnntoor, diiring 

tbe period in wliich it would have bi-(:i jn-ii, r Ibid, il i; .•i-.ckG .'•.•..;;’d b.ivc -!,.‘l'(b 
I must, howevei’, freely acknowledge r.iU i-) . ;v.-.v!: 

the despatch ” ’ .-i r'' . ■ ’■ ■■;(* !■! i,*.. :i.j, 

added to the " . ' : ■ land, it is my decided 

opinion, which I submit to your judgment, that hardly any one year can elapse. 

. ' . ' • r<- n-- --y poth at 

moiath of January of each year, will not render it '■ !' ■ . : . 

’ ' b the course ■ ‘ 

I am persuaded that by a train of judicious measures the land revenue of 
tbe.s(i provinces is oapnblc in time of licing increased; but, consistent with the 
principles of Inimanity and even of those of your own real interests, it is only by 
adooliu'’' means for the gradual cultivation and improvement of the waste lands, 

2n2 
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and by a ge: liie resumption of lands that have been 

fraudulently ' ■ ever to be attempted to be accomplished. 

Men of speculative and sanguin- ® either from ignorance 

of the subject or -with views of : . ' ■ . ' ■ favour, may 

confidently hold forth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great and 
immediate accession to that branch of your revenue might be practicable. My 
public duty obliges me to caution you in the most serious manner against listen- 
recommend this attempt, because I am clearly con- 
■ , : . ' . execution, they would he attended with most baneful 

results. 

Desperate adventu.rers, without fortune or character, would undoubtedly he 
found, as has already been too often experienced, to rent the different districts of 
the country at the highest rates that could be put upon them ; but the delusion 

would be of sh ' ’ of the plan would 

perhaps, when - ' ^ the complaints of 

the people and the r.t the Treasury in the payments of the 

revenue, and would |.vtvi'*ly i. in the ruin and depopulation of the 
unfortunate country. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. XXY. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 


GBNTI4EMEN, Port William, Nov. 4, nss. 

i-i-- -ti-*- .'—ntry since the last sea conveyance, 

the mO'.- ‘ ■ which the Board adopted at my 


"''.■■jrai-r'.eii lii'.io!!, which has been communicated to you by an express over- 
l:;r;d, (i.;-'.:.! .iu’i to execute your orders for demanding possession of the 
Guntoor Circar for the Honourable. Company, according to the terms of the treaty 
concluded with the Nizam Ally Khan in the year 1768 ; and I have now very 
siucviv VMvi-!:" - ■■1 co;i!i’'a’ I • yi'ii i '- his IT! J--n v-/s hiiv!-; : in !l.i; 

juwico of our ■lv"!ia!;,l, ai.d r::o (iir(‘:;r tv; oihcjrv! v.:‘ liA- (b.Vfri!- 

rnor-t of Port S!. Oe-i-r.iv', 

.'CUsi-i'-- o:' ii-c v.ilv.e of the Circar, on account of its situation, to the 
Honourable Company, 1 siiotild have been happy if I could have carried your 
commands upon that head into execution at an earlier period ; but I trust that the 
reasons which induced me to delay making this demand upon the Nizam, and 
which have been partly enumerated -to you 

to have been founded on sound pc ' . , ■ ' ' ' , ■ ‘ : )ur real 

interests. 

The general state of political cTalv;. i--' '1 0 iin-o i." ':\y arrival in this country 
rendered it, in my opinion, a seas-. :: i.-u-ij. ;■ : for agitating the point 

in question, because, the Nizam being then engaged in a dangerous war with 
Tippoo, we could not take any step which wore tlie least fi.p]icai'aiiC(! of being 
unfriendly to him, without giving an advantage to Tippoo, which would have been 
neither o.a"/'o:-T.p.l l(; io ■ ::v interest nor to our inclination. 

The r.-v o d. '.'c-i-.i: ground on which at that time we stood with his allies 
iliG Mali raU.fis was likeivise deserving of very serious consideration. Eespect for 
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tliO :! '.■c::::!'!'! r.'.-r your credit rendered it indispensably incumbent 

up !i- vii- !vi i:o in recalling the oifer which had been so inadvertently 
made by the preceding Government of furnishing them with the assistance of a 
body of troops from Bombay ; but however necessary this measure might be on 
our part, 1 concluded that it could not fail of exciting considerable irritation with 
r. ■ 1 ■ ■ " ■ , ■■ ’ -■ ■: r and good faith. 

* ■ ■ ■■ ■ i -f the Guntoor had, under 

neai'ly similar circumstances, on a foimer occasion induced the same powers to 
lay aside their own quarrels and unite in a dangerous confederacy against your 
interests ; and it therefore appeared to me for.every reason to be prudent to allow 
the claim to lay dormant, until by conciliatory communication and an uniform 
O'll'.'iivr.oo ;’.v; pv:iic-; lo? of justice and moderation, we could gain the confidence 
oi ;:i!; Mal.'.Mii.ui, umi u-:i:! we r'-nld iu every respect have grounds to believe that 
we could assert it with i.i pi:-! of success, and with less hazard of 

involving your possessions in war. , The appearances of hostile designs which 
Sir Archibald Campbell perceived in Tippoo during the course of the summer of 
1787 were sufficient to prevent my forming any intention of touching upon a 
subject which I believed would at any time be unpalatable to the Nizam. Wa 
have every reason, however, in the mean time to be satisfied with our progress in 
cultivating a good understanding with the Mahrattas, and I considered it as a 
circumstance by no means unfavourable to our interests that Scindia’s power and 
influence suffered about that time a considerable shock in the " P <■■■ ’ ■ ■■ ■ f 
the Empire. Whatever may have been Tippoo’s real designs '■ 

!’ ■ ■ ad of that summer that he had no immediate 

•■■■ • But although this circumstance, as well as 

, 1 , -. 1 . in India, would have been sufficiently encouraging 

■ -i; ■ • , ■ , ■ ■ proper for demanding of the Nizam the full accom- 

i ' , ■ . . • ■ !‘.68, our knowledge of the alarming dissensions ’ in 

Hoiiana aeiv.r:-i: L LiC frojii iakirc: .any .=! op which could give umbrage to any of 
the Native iVcA; ’-.', iVo:;-; a beiicibd' i;s Vein.: \( ry s ossibl;! ll a: the convulsions in 


more favourable opportunity could never be expected for opening a negotiation 
with the Nizam, for the purpose of obtaining from him the full accomplishment of 
his treaty with the Company. J ibcriiforc proposed immediately to the Board, as 
you have been informed by the former dcsiialch, lo depute a j)ro])cr person without 
loss of time to Hyderabad. But although wc bad :i j-ighl. io expect that the 
honour and good faith with which we were determined to execute on our part the 
stipulations of the treaty, would tend to induce the Nizam to acquiesce in the 
justice of our demand, yet from the unwillingness which he had so frequently 
• '• I T .f — T not sui)pose that these considera- 


Oircar under other pretexts, to he ready to act if necessary in support of our 
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'■ -■ '* the terms of tEe treaty. Captain Keiina way, one of 

ly recommendation appointed to the deputation as a 

■■ ■ ,■ ■ ;■ Ith the country languages and customs, and in whose 

ability ahd prudence I could place an entire confidence, and he left this place in 

^ f ■‘'“d '■'■'■ds rendered his journey so 

! at Hyderabad till the latter 

end of July. 

I shall beg leave to refer you to the despatch from the Board, for the copies of 
his instructions and of the letters ^yith which he was charged from me to the 
Nizam. He ■ ■ ' ■- - ■ ’ "attention 

and respect; '■ '■ ■■■. .to cere- 
monial! ' I ■ isions of civility. As the insult and demand which 

one of ' ■ ■■ - the Eajah of Oherika, had made upon Tellicherry 

whilst ■ ■ ■ ' . was upon his journey, had created doubts of that 

Prince’s i..acific ilispo.sition, we could not venture upon any step that might dis- 
gust ilic Nizam until il should clearly appear that we should not he forced into 
hostilities w'ith Tippoo. Distressing as a war would he to your affairs in this 
country, it cannot be admitted to he so great an evil as the injury which you 
would suffer iu your honour and ultimately in your substantial interests, by 


to stir but ' ' ' ' . . . 

upon this occasion, and to aeciarc e.vpucitiy mat as on one naua it woiua oe my 
-constant stuly io I’.c per! of I’ v r-'rrrr.viv with the greatest moderation 

and with t'lii- u'c-;;. serv.-. '! .!-’';:# n> c-’ treaties with all the Princes 

of India, I ft ■)i: o ' - m't e-:pi:-.!ly d-. n-'-' to suffer the least injury or 

insult to ouTselve- ; •- — -mted ; and 

notifying to him = ' • ' ' . ' ■ ■ the Eajah 

of Ohirika, and expressing my expectations mat as the itajah is one of his tribu- 
taries he would lend his assistance to force him to make ample re])aratioii for his 
conduct. Tippoo’s answer to me, as well as to letters which Sir Archibald 
Oamphell had written to him about the same time, giving no reason to apprehend 
that his mind was prepared for an immediate ~ C" ' ' ■ N 

was directed to proceed to the execution of the • . ‘ ■ 

lam persuaded that you will sec v.ri. te.s ’ 
he trausmiLted by the Board, i'-e i-ri '..bich, he ' • . d sense and 

address in this transaction; and ar ‘ . > ^ad 

rxcrlic:., ;■! d!!-.,f'b y ll.i uxsisuresofeo- * ■ ' . ' ' .will 

givirvoi: i:' e 'i-y e-' . 

:-.;,-p-.-.;-:!Sced in our demand with sufficient decency of 
manner, we cannot venture to flatter ourselves that he did it without considerable 
real reluctance. It will he my earnest desire from my own inclination, as well as 
in compliance with your instructions, to impress his mind with a conviction of 


its being u ■ " 
the adjust 

continue tlr ” 

regularity; ■ 

his go!),l will . ■ 

be medi!;a-ai.' . • ’ . 

i- ' aost liberal manner in 

Company, but also to 

Governments. 
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Nana, Ivic-lcwiir.'! ■:! •:;via./ :'-.c i■^lration of their inten- 



into hostilities with Tippoo. 


It was the f ■■ ■ ■ • ■■■ ■ ‘V. = - - 

me to receive ■ ■ i ' ■ ' . ■ ' ■ '-i ■ 

us against Ti] ■ . . 

of Travancore, and hy t’ ' • ^ 'C' --h-. , 

I consider this volur ,■ ‘ ■■ ■ . ■ ■:[!;■ 

aid and co-operation of ■ ■ ’’ .. -i''. ■ •: : - , ■ 

arise .to engage us in war ; and I shall spare no pains to cultivate the good under- 
standing which at pi'escnt so hapinly subsists between us. I do not flatter 
; •• h ■ , ■’ . ■ ■ ■ j island of Salsette 

1 '■ in the mos ■ .r ■ ■■. 

. ! ■ head will be softened by the accommodating 

. ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ • • r power to give them on the subject of Ginjera ; 

lor you are neither caned upon by any engagements, nor by your interest, to 
interfere in that business, and it will therefore be from motives of generosity only 
that we shall endeavour in the proposed arrangement to obtain for the Siddee 
family a "v:-'’’ -1 do, -”;r. I-* 

The R'v c: S' malting a single manly effort at Delhi to 

retrieve the affairs of his father • .. ■>_ 

been informed, to Benares, wit ' ■ ' • . , . , ' ■ ' " ■ , ' 3 

■' ■ ■ ' ■■ • ■ the tomb of a low 

woman whom he had married, and who had died the year belore, he brought on a 
fever which carried him off very suddenly soon after his return to Benares. His 
death is attended with no eff<‘i:is v.! o;- your nr-Ut’o.il mtorc.'t.a ; but he has left a 
large family, the greatest par; v. r-c .<;:!vi;!y rof=..-.d to l«-;;ve the Company’s 
territories, and they are now a .•.‘iM-.' I.uri! up;-', s 'V‘ .-l ■■ •• ’ ■ . 


The ferocious helm vionr of Qolaum Kader Khan ' '• ' 

putting out the eyes of the unfortunate old King, ■ ' ' , ! ' ■ ■ 

other barbarities at Delhi, are shocking to all the private feelings of the human 
mind ; yet as great care has been taken hy all iiartios to avoid giving us public 
offence, this Government lias in all those transactions continued to think it 
equally their own duty and most expedient for your interests to observe the 
strictest neutrality. I bave &c., 


COENWALLIS. 


No. XXYI. 

The Goveenoe-Generae in Council to the Couet' of Diebctoes. 
HonOUEABLB Sirs, Fort WilUam, Nov, e, X?8S. 

. , . Our iwocoediugs, transmitted to the Secret Committee by this 

despatch, contain references which were made to us hy the Governor in Council, at 
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Rort St. George, and by the Oommittee of the Nabob of Arcot’s creditors, upon 
certain claims and pretensions maintained by the latter in opposition to what we 
conceived to be the right of the Company. We recommend the whole to your 
particular attention as compr -’ ■ ^ | • • ■ ■ ‘ 

Company and the claims and ; 

to a Minute by the Governor-General, in ■■ : 

stated and discussed. We shall not, aft( ■ . - ■ 

nn.j. 1 .. . •; ^ Committee of Creditors appeared to us so dero- 
gate ■ ■■■■■. ■ ■ _ ■ ■ they owed to tlie Government of Madras, that we 

did not hesitate to recommend to them to vindicate the authority of the Company 
V-- r. . •• ■’ „ ■ ..its who had offended. This measure 

.. .. of the Madras Presidency we most 

readily concurred in their restoration to the offices from which they had been 
removed. Mr. Benfield alone was excepted from this amnesty, as his conduct 
ai-ponvod to r.s f-v irore oni!-.slve and exceptionable than that of the other gentle- 
I'.-'.i \\i d-d r.o' • :o confirm the proposition of Sir Archibald Camp- 

bell for his suspension from the service, and to recommend that he should he 
obliged to return to Europe. Mr. Benfield has been in ' ■ . ■ ■ '■ d 

from the service, and he has received orders, from the > ■ . ■ . 

George to proceed to Europe by one of the fir.st ships. 

Pour several addresses from the principal native inhabitants of Benares to 
your Honourable Court, declaring their sentiments of Mr. sub- 
mitted to us b" v-.O ■■ I • : the 

request of Ally . '■ that city, with the 

corrc-'uoudop.co ■ ' , : ■ . ' ' ' . . ■ hem. 


J-.: app' rcu- the tenor of this correspondence that r. (if il (: 

inhabitants of Benares had expressed their wishes through ll-mhii'i ( 'i.v. :o 
upon your Resident, Mr. Duncan, with these addresses, as. the regular official 
channel of communication, but that Mr. Duncan had declared it was unnecessary 
for the inhabitants to attend him with did- not concern the 

Company’s affairs. Under these circumstances tney were forwarded to Mr. 
Tbr riiV'.s.ir., iis the attorney and friend of Mr. Hastings, with a request that he 
!:iy ihtn. before the Governor-General in Council, ami '.nho the nece.ssary 
steps for tbeir being translated and transmitted to ll;iro'.,(-. 

Ill coinplianct! wilb Ally Ihrahiiii Cawu’s solicitation Mr. T1 on ’ n. -iil : ' ud 
(bese pa]XTs lo us as before recited, requcsfing that i:.(-y mL 'i. > -i.i il ai d 
fonvarded to you in due time, and — ■■ • ■ ■ " ’ ■ G-u" ' v.v.iird 


public dechirntion 


I ./JUv-ii,' TBuiii/ilucuija 


to the credit of the 1 ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ , ... ■- , ‘‘ 

government. Mr. ' 

receive the suffrages which the native inhabitants of tb-o Cciupi.ny’s r. 
were desirous of conveying to the Court of Directors as a f-c-ns-,: o:' "m-. I ii^.- 
merits, ahd that the judges, coberdons, a’-d i-t.-M.-i.ia, • d p i 1 • ir brmed that he 
had obtained such jiermission, ■.■■■ ;- (-v s' Ivc-- a: .li; viv to receive 

and transmit to us any testinu ■ -eb.-'vv u) JI:--;'.;.- si;::; i,.; ■: ; j- ■ tendered 
to them by, or on the part of, the native inhabitants. 

With these requests from Mr. Thompson we complied, having qualified our 
orders to the judges, collectors, and residents, in the following terms, that-“ the 
libert}' accorded v'as merely to receive and transmit testimonials when offered, hnt 
t.!iat, ibciv were net to deduce any inference from it that they were authorized to 
exercise any further interference.” 
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The addresses above-mentioned, with translations, and various other addresses, 
&o., from the Nabob Vizier and his Ministers, from the Nabobs of Fnrrackabad 
and tl ■ ’ ■ . from the principal zemindars of Dinagcporc, Boglepore, 

&c., ■ ■ ■ , ■ which accompanies thorn, attend you. in the present 

despatch. 

The acknowledged advantages which must result from concluding a settlement 
for a long term of years, together with your injunctions for can-ying this measure 
into oxecutionj impressed ns with the greatest anxiety for completing it at the 
commencement of the current year 1195, or 1788-9 ; but it was with real reluc- 
tance we found ourselves under the necessity of postponing the arrangement till 
the ensuing year, for the reasons which we have now the honour to submit to you. 

As long ago as the 5th February, llBl, the Board of Revenue were directed 
to prepare sundry materials as a foundation fur tbi.s imxrortnnfc measure, and the 
collectors were severally called upon for inrormatiou with a view to its ac- 

■ ■ . ■ : these materials liad unavoidably retarded their com- 

pletion, and the Persian statements of the revenue since the acquisition of tlio 
Dewanny had but lately been transmitted from the office of the Roy Eoyan. 

Those accounts appeared to us very essential for the inirpose of forming a sot- 
Pe:--.':;' ■ O". ; ' •■ii.i'.ii' rt e!| 5.,.'nd together with every illustration which could 
i i'-: ■■■: l^y i:.-, r.s •'.•y your instructions, equally necessary for your 


Supposing, however, they ’ ^ ’ -1. v ■' — , the 

period between the time wE ■ ■ ' . . ' - ' ■ the 

commencement of the current Bengal year was too short to admit of considering 
them with the attention which they required, and the storms and inundations 
which had so universally prevailed during the last season offered a serious obstacle 
to forming a settlement on a permanent plan, for ;i|.;b wo l;;rl 

■' " v.c: were ; ‘rr;:cn!;;"!y e; prir-ed 

: ■ ■ • • • • , • fciie sources of the, revenue. 

We accordingly directed th.-i:, R:o ii-wa ;:; o" Ihrigid for 11',';", \'r 1.788-9, 

• ’ ” that year ly, i.: on 'ii:e r"'' <‘i j.A-; i;!.-*: ramie 'is n‘(:''rde(i 

* ■ ■ of the 5t'‘ Vi .i.7i'i. T'.f svvP.e'ceii: :Vr l!.o Tl;re<! 

last years has varied very little on its general amount, and, with a few excejptions, 
has been annually concluded with the same ponsons. 

The reasons which induced us to defer the ten y(;ars’ settlement in Bengal 

. .,11 ...„i.-.-i-i. j... T>-i — _ w- -r-ordingly directed llial. ilie settlement 

' ■ ■■ ; ■ 8-9, should be concluded for that year 

. V ■ ' ■. oadmi' _.y., 

■■ ■. ■ ... .. ’ement ' ' ■ . ' . 

in Banar mere are only four principal zemindars — ^tbose of Sonnoiit, Tirhoot, 
Sbababad, and Cbamparun. The remaining zemindars are in number some 
thousand. 

For a period long before the Company’s accession to the Dewanny, and con- 
stantly since, it has been the practice, generally speaking, to let the lands in 
Bahar in farm, or to delegate the management of them to officers on the part of 
Government. 

Experience has fully shown that the farming system is ill calculated to im- 
prove li me-.d'-y, i; U (•■'■• !:V'y ■ -d'':’-. f — to your 

we lo of ■ ^ of the^ 

service of the proprietors of the lands. 



542 LOED COENWALLIS. App. No. XXVII. 

We liavc accordingly vested the collectors with a discretional power to con- 
clude the settlement of their respr'^'v- 

soil, in all cases where they may : . ' 

variation from a long-cstahlished practice we did not, for the reasons assigned 
upon otir proceedings, think it proper to issue more positive instructions. 

We are, &c. 


No. XXVII. 

EAPm Cornwallis to the Court of Dieeotors. 

HoNOUPiABLE Sirs, Calcutta, March 6, llso, 

I lost no time after the arrival of His Majesty’s orders, and of the instmc- 

tionsofy H .. - 

Compar ' ‘ ■ ' 

specified, to be admitted into His Majesty’s four new regiments which were raised 
for the service of India. 

IV-”.’,- d.-s’v : (.irrv'!: / TTI- gracious intentions and your wishes 

i' I',, n- 0 I'.-:.' 'v, : k,."-, i ..‘.vi! the Honourable Company’s officers 

full time to reflect deliberately on the advantageous offers that were held forth to 
them ; and in order that no candidates might on this occasion he disappointed of 

admission into the Kir ^ . I ' 'll! up the greatest part of the 

vacancies in the new ' ■ . • ■ . ' receive the return from the 

Presidency of Bombay, after the officers stationed at Tillicherry had given their 


C ; , ■ ' ■. . ..e Company’s officers 

who have given in their names, and have in consequence of their applications 

10 less surprise to your Honourable Court 
■ , . , ,, .f the Company’s officers, and particularly 

those in the junior ranks who have so distant a prospect of piroinotion, have 
thought proper to avail themselves of so favourable an opportunity to be admitted 
into the service of His Majesty. . . . ' 

Several repireseutations have been made to me against the scanty allowance 
which has been allotted to the officers who have been placed on the list of invalid 
pensioners ; and perhaps it may be judged expedient from motives of humanity 
' ' ’ ‘ the lives of the present piensioners, from the general 

■ . ■ .1 think it my duty, however, to repeat my opinion, 

that it ought to he piart of the political system for the management of India to 
discourage and prevent Europeans as much as possible, and piarticularly Euro- 


01 ', purnaps, wnen in optposition to their own views, even hostile to its interests ; 
and many circumstances might in time arise in a country so far removed from 
^ Europe, in which a number of men of such disjpositions might have it in their 
power to create serious embarrassment to Government. 
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I shall not at present enter into minute details ; but I think it incumbent 
rrpon me to suggest for consideration that the r-esources of this country \viU only 
admit of a small portion of the offiau-s of an army, which has of late years 
increased to so great , ■ *' independent fortunes ; and that to 

enable them to live ' ' ■ ’ _ ’ at home, after they are worn out 

by i* racy be necessary to provide some further assistance for many 

of'.!";;, ih.i:. i.: than that which is furnished by the usual allowance of 

Lord r'dvv’ - i-O'-.d-ir. 

A;. ! ■■ •..> ■, “ offer to your observation, that unless the officers 

of this army can have it in their power io ohlain jav.motion by some other means 
than that of seniority alone, the ahility and spirit nf cxei'iioti which many of 
your officers at present emiuciully iiossoss, will he of little vaine to the public at 
the period of their service when il- vroiild be most jiarticulnrly desirable, I mean 
in the rank of Colonel, at which it is im])nssihle lhai- Ihi; ofiloia-s who are now 
about the middle part of the list of the army can anive by regular promotion, 
before they are entirely r-ur'rarr'ntfd. 

H- '.vrvr-’ -r.v'rrtnnt •.. . .i . wey he ' + ..f 

any ■ .vd-: i ^ iiv v.- :: 's ■■ere of . . 

to yonr interests in India ; for it is the branch of the military science, in which 
(-■■r rity over the re+ives is the greatest, and whose effects are beyond 

!■ ■' ■.■■■,■■(■■'. :■■(■ r,’.' •!■. .-.rrving of yonr utmost attention to maintain that' corps 
in a state of as much ' . rs ’'••^y he inacticable ; and with that view great 

pains should ho take: ■■, .'■•.•;;■;■• vacancies of lieutenant-fireworkers with 
young men who have been properly educated, and whose talents appear to qualify 
them for becoming useful artillery officers. 

Tov. v. ■" g, '■:.■■.• Py I”™, if in your pow(:r to procure, without difficulty, a 
^■‘■ y.-.o ;.y,: iiev <:■. cf the above dose ripl ion at home; but if 

y.;,i o'l/io;:' a ctr.-iiv ruMl.-jr of cadets with satisfactory certificates 

(■f ’.lob; :.•••> A.'!-; IPs Miij-'.'.y’s Military Academy at Woolwich, 

I would recommend it to you as the best mode of all for sui)plying your artillery 
with young officers. 

The number that might be wanted in war would unavoidably depend upon a 
variety of circumstances which at present cannot he foreseen ; hut I think it 
■ ■■ . ■’^■, ■ ’ those cadets W'onld he sufficient to supply 

. : ■ ■ • time of peace. 

Every argument that can he adduced to prove tlici utility that may arise to 
your service from your being careful in your choice c)l‘ young mciii to fill the 
future vacancies in the artillery, may be used with- S'.'"’. f.i'V/, if i .'s-ibh:, 

to show the necessity of the greatest precaution in P ■. s ^ '. ei.-.h.- 

men to he admitted into your corps of engineers. . . . 

The general relief of the army has taken place in the usual manner, and 
it gives me great pleasure to inform you that I have received the most favourable 

■I'is i)i c.' ”ii '.■ .’.i j -’Ir T 0 ^ tR R''{' native 

1 i.ii r.;;' ■.'.w;; "x .v) ■■I-:- -v.^ a. he..v;r~h;' r f the natives 

of the Upper Provinces to come irpon duty to il.e j of Bengal seems 

to h;". e ..■■■. - Py and this desirable i .-n: o'.vMfy appeared by 

the ■ ■' d.rs.rP.on from the native ,■: marched from 

Futtyghnr to the Presidency, both in this and the last compared with the usual 
loss on former years. 

But nothing could have manifested the good disposition ■;,■" U.i' 
in a more unecpiivocal manner than the alacrity with which a g;-.;,ii rf 
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them, in defiance of many of their religious iirejudicos against a sea-voyage, offered 
their services when volunteers were called for to form the detachment which was 
wanted in cousec[uence of the requisition of the Presidency of Fort Marlhro’. 

Two-thirds of that detachment consist of Hindoos ; and amongst them there 
are several Bramins and many others of their highest castes. Their goodwill 
and attachment to the service gives them a claim to every attention on our part, 
and I have besides thought it of great consequence for the public benefit to take 
every possible means to secure convenient accommodation for them, both on their 
voyage to Sumatra and their return ; and in laying in their stock of water and 
Iffovisions to he scrupulously careful in conforming to their strictest prejudices. 

If it should fortunately hajipen that those men shall return to Bengal per- 
fectly satisfied with tlie treatment that they have received during their absence, 
their report of it amongst the other soldiers will, I am persuaded, contribute more 
than any other means that could he devised to remove the rooted aversion and 
almost horror which is so general amongst the Hindoos of high castes against 
venturing to sea. 

■ A large augmentation could with great facility be made at any time, and at a 
short vTT'iir.g, to thr- r.rdi"o iy ■_ .1 (>;:ihlishment, and the advantages 

which v.oii!.l :v!-' dvi.. o:;- 1 .;:;s io | upon them to suffer themselves 
to he transported to distant services by sea are so obvious as to need no enumera- 
tion. ... I am, &c., 

COEUWALUIS. 


No. XXYIII. 

EaEU COBNWAIiLIS TO THE COUET OP DiEEOTOES. 

HONOtTEABEE SlES, Fort William, Aug. 2, lt89. 

You will observe by Mr. Ives’s cori’espondence that great pains have boon 
taken to obtain the benefits that were expected to result to both parties from the 
commercial treaty with the Yizier by pressing the minister to carry it into full 
effect in his Excellency’s dominions. 

I hr. VO sv.fiio'Vnf :• !,•:■. bid'.' c; ihii- Hyder Beg Khan is anxious to preserve 
my 0- ;i::< :: i.: • !.•: | c ...^drc- by doing everything in his power to exe- 
cute strictly all stipulations on the part of the Vizier with the Company, and to 
establish internal order and good government in his master’s territories. But 
unluckib.- the V-'riov’s c.iri' hidiir i. f dl?.'!: ation and inattention to business have 
not rp , ss: '.0 suffer his conduct to he influenced 

by T( ;v u idi .-o -ri. 7 [o 1 -r, v. v. i:-.-'..- ■ sometimes associates, that the wishes 
c! ■.he r e --.- always he completely executed. Inconve- 

nient, however, as those defects in his Excellency’s character may be, it is not 
easy to find effectual remedies for them. 

Material omissions are generally corrected immediately upon my representa- 
tion. But I think it infinitely more for the real advantage as well as more 
creditable to the Company, to hear deficiencies of"- ' — ' ' 

of Ms Excellency with a little patience, rather tha- ,■ ■ ■ 

. ■ . . ■ 

■whicl ■ ■ _■ ' ■■■'. ■ ' ; : ,, . 

which 1 nave ever most carefully abstained. 

The causes to which I have alluded, occasioned some delay in reaping all the 
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■■-V ■’ ■'..'both countries from the late commercial arrango- 

: ; : ■ . ■ ■ .y of the lro::l'' i.'- .'ib; ■src-ri, r.r.d our large and 

increasing collections of duties at the (.'■.s'c:;!-'.. are sufficient 
proofs of the i)articular benefits which have already arisen from it to the commerce 
of the provinces. . . . 

Mr. Duncan’s conduct has contributed t-.- i.v-.n-.c-ii !V.-;: i Kteuriv-; 'of commerce 
and agi-iculture, and great progress has beer. in a system for 

the regular administration of justice, which alone can secure the happiness of the 
bod” ■ ■’ ■■ ’ liable province. 

'i" ■■ ■ ■ ■' of Deccan merchants to the mart of Mirzapore, and 

the a]vplic,ilions that have been lately made for tracts of ground to increase the 
buiUli'.igs at lliat place, have been very iileasing indications of the commercial 
improvements; and it has likewise ■■ ■, ’■ ■ .'''I’''',- 

lately received a convincing proof of • ■ ■ ■; 

upon Iho if iho ■ ; 

Fv.viii’vo.'.., ii!(: i'ivsl Min'. r-iTri,- Vi:;;. .'■'. a.e, for leave to build ahouse for 
himself in the city of Benares, for the avowed purpose of resorting to it occa- 
si ' ■" ■ ■ i'.’ '1 ' • ’’cation has given me the more 

p. . . upon the report of Mhadajee 

Pundit, his own household Dewan, whom he sent privately last year with a 
caravan of pilgrims, to make his ohservatious, and who it seems had given a 
most favourable account of the mildness and regularity of the British Govern- 
ment. 

The future substantial interests of tbe Compiany, and the prosperity and 
haiipiness of millions of people, are so deeply concerned in the plan of settlement 
of land-revenue of those provinces, that before I should proceed to execute the 
orders contained in your revenue letter, dated the 12th April, 1786, I thought it 
my ’u'Vfic Iv du' v !o .'r.c-pd-c every iufor’T..ativ‘):i in my jiower, and to give the 
whole ^lll.j^'ci ;!u! mo-r •muu": c. usidcra:!';;:. 

Although Mr. Shove's has frequently interrupted his exer- 

tions, I consider it as uliir’y ro".V:-.,r.(! that the imblic could profit from his 
great experience and uncommon abilities upon this important occasion. 

His exertions were no less able than laborious in obtaining the materials that 
were necessary for arranging the princiides on which the settlement of the 
province of Bahar is proj^osed to he made. But as the revenue letter from the 
Board gives you a full account of the plan of that settlement, I think it unneces- 
sary to trouble you v;llh a rr.vMc-’il.-.r shriiemrrt r-f it. 

There will proba’f.y !■.: ven .dii iv/h--: i' «• ; (-f i:'.c plan that 

will he adopted for the settlement of Bengal, and after having given the subject 
much serious consideration, I think myself hound, in justice to my own feelings, 
and to my opinion of the true interests of the Company, and the British nation, 
to declare my strongest conviction that the outlines of the plan now proposed, are 
w^ell calculated to secure and even increase your revenues, and at the same time 
to raise the national reputation, by its giving a prospect of comfort and happiness 
to the natives of those valuable dominions, far beyond that which they have 
hitherto enjoyed under any other masters. 

Many subsidiary arrangements will he requisite to rendci- Ih.o principles of tlm 
plan applicable to the various rights and customs that exist in diffemuL pai-is of 
those provinces, and they must be made by Government, eitlici- as tin? pruijrieiy 
of them may appear to observation, or as cases may be brought forward by 
representation. 

The security of property, however, and the certainty which each individual 
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will now feel of being allowed to enjoy the fruits of Ms own labours, must 
oi'icratc; uriif(mn!y as incitements to exertion and industry ; and I have purposely 
ii! Ill is .setl-lo'-neni jiroposed to withdraw the Gunges from the Zemindars, and to 
place them in the hands of Government, in order that it may at all times have an 
unrestrained power to raise or lower the internal taxes, or duties on particular 
articles of pnoduce or manufacture, as may be found most suitable to the general 
interests of commerce : but above all, as the land-revenue, when the Jumina is 
once Axed, cannot increase, that the Company may, through the medium of 
duties upon an increased consumption of the necessaries and luxuries of life, 
participate in the Avealth and advantages, which, I trust, will bo consequences of 
a permanent revenue settlement to the inhabitants of this country. 

The humane and liberal sentiments which dictated the instructions upon 
Avhich the present plan is founded, will p)rompt you to receive the highest 
gratifiention, if my hopes of its producing wealth and happiness to the intelligent 
and indus'i'ious part of the indiyidnals of this country shall be realised; and, 
independent of all other considerations, I can assure you tliat it will be of the 
■ut'-,r-7t ■■.c: for irromoting the solid interests of the Company, that the 

l.m.i'..-.’ v!v> and traders in the interior xmrts of the country should be 
restored to such circumstances as to enable them to su[>]!ort their families with 
decency, and to give a liberal education to thtlr chii'lron accu'rdiii;.'; to the customs 
of their respective castes and religions — ^that a regular gradation of ranlrs may be 
sii]'iiKirt(!tl, which is nowhere more necessary than in'this coimtry for preserving 
oriier in civil society. 

T ; ' ’ ■ ■ ire and internal commerce has 

for ’ ■ • ■ . ■ at present, excepting the class 

ofS ■ ■ ■ / in great towns, the inhabitants 

of ■ ■ : ■ : ■ i general state of poverty and 

wretchedness. 

In this descrqition, I must include almost every Zemindar in the Company’s 
territories, which, though it may have been partly occasioned by their own 
indolence and extravagance, I am afraid must also bo in a great measure attributed 
to the defects of our former system of government. 

Tlio settlement, in cunria-mity to your orders, will only be made for ten years 
certain, with a, ’loiinoarion of its being your intention to declare it a jiorpetual 
and unalterable assessment of these lU’ovinces, if the amount and the principles 
upon which it has been made shall meet with vow r.'-'-ro''-:: 

great a \-arleiy uf riijjees of dinerent qualities and denominations, that the Shroffs 
have found an ample field for practising their arts in extorting an extravagant 
batta upon r-rx—’r.ry h-.-.. -iiclion in which they are concerned, to 

the heavy ■ ■■ _ i-'.-.- 1-, ni.any instances to the groat detriment 

of the Company’s revenue ; and there appears to be no effectual remedy for the 
evil but of that of a general now coinagi- of all thv .’■•r.v'hth.".' 'vlvor i’ 
into rupees, or subdivisions of rupoes, of cxac='.\ s:.- : •: , 

denomination. 


Amongst the other prejiaratory stcjis that have been taken to carry this 
measure into execution, it has been determined that all revenue settlements shall 
he made ° i • . ■ . , that I shall spare no pains, and 

neglect n ■ ,■ ■. ' . • this salutary work.- 

Asti; ■ . . .1, jnoposals for a new contract for 

the term of four years, as I ’.c.v-.- ijy public advertisement. 

The opium ryots wore K>y the i«vuis ofrhe late contract left so much in the 
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power of the contractor, tliat it has been chiefly owing to the moderation and 
forbearance of Mr, Heatly, who held that contract, that they have not for some 
time jiast suffei'ccl great vexation and diHtre.ss. 

A regard for the true interests of the Company, no loss than the irresistible 
claims of himianity, rendered it necessary to give these poor people the protection 
of the laws against personal violence, and to enable them to make an equitable 
bargain with the contractor for the produce of their labours, 

I think it probable that the relief which has been given to tbe ryots may 
occasion some decrease, of price on tbe offers that will be made by the candidates 
for the contract, hnt I am persuaded that the loss upon that head will be more 
than compen.sated to the Company by the encouragement which will be given to 
the ryots to extend tbe cultivation of Iho i nieasure.s wliich have 

been adopted being calculated to pTomoU; liie giau-ral i.rosix'rity (jf the districts 
in which it is produced. 

I thought that upon the whole it would he more beneficial for the Company 
’ ^ provided in future by contract, and it is 

: • • • , • •on the present occasion, under nearly the 

same conditions for securing good treatment to the ryots as those that are i^re- 
Scribed for Bahar and Bengal. 

An infamous traffic has it scorns been carried on in this country by the low 
Portuguese, and oven by several foreign European seafaring people and traders, 
in purchasing and collecting native children in a clandestine manner, and ex- 
porting them for sale to the French islands and other parts of India. 

I have at different times taken steps to prevent the continuance of practices 
which are so shocking to humanity, and so pei'nicious to yoxir interests, and in 
order to deter all persons tinder the authority of this Government from being 
concerned in that species of trade, I lately directed that a commander of a country 
vessel, who carried off some children last winter, should he prosecuted criminally 

before P ■■ T ’■k'-wise publish ! •' to give 

notice,' . ■ . - . Company’s - < /shape 

under t '■; ' • , who shall he convicted of carrying on, 

or aiding, or abetting the barbarous traffic that I have mentioned, will he certain 
of meeting with the most exemplary punishment. 

T;;',-.'” iO'',-..y i>l stacles in the way • ntirely in the 

■! ,■ as the number ol • . ' the practice 

is sanctioned both by the Mahoniedan and Hindoo laws. 

I have, however, a plan under consideration, which I hope to be able to 
execute without doing much injury to the private interests, or offering great 
violence to the feelings of the natives, and which has for its object the abolition 
of the practice under certain, limitations, and the establishing some rules and 
mgulations to alleviate as ranch as may Ire possible the misery of those unfortunate 
people during the time that they may be retained in that wretched situation. 

The system for the adrnini.stration of criminal justice under the direction of a 
Naib Nazira has long attracted iny serious attention, and is in ray opinion in a 

: ■ . ■ ■ . . ■ , ■ will be necessary in endeavouring 

to reform so delicate a branch of the civil Government ; hut 1 feel myself called 
upon by tbe principles of Inunauity, and a regard for the honour and interest of 
the Company and tbe natioin not to leave this Gove-iiJ.'.iu;: "dor, von vir:,/ 

to t;ikc measures lo pwcivent in future, on one ha i-h i’..v \ .,■■■ 

mutilation, which are frequently inflicted by the M:. a. -' i i'.-;. 
other to restrain the spirit of corruption 'which so generally prevails in native 
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courts, and by which wealthy offenders are generally enabled to purchase impunity 
for the most atrocious crimes. 

In mating such alterations as may appear to be necessary for effecting the 
abovc-mchtioned purposes, you maybe assured that the utmost care shall be taken 
til render the GX])enso as lighcas liijssible to die Company, 

I conceive that all regulations for the reform of that department would be 
useless and nugatory, whilst the execution of them depends upon any native 
whatever, and that it will be indispensable for the good government of this 
country that there should be general jail-deliveries once or twice a year, and that 

’ selected to act as superin- 
■ ■ ■ ■ i ;ed, under their inspection, 

by native judges, with the assistance of learned Moulavies and Pundits, in strict 
conformity to the laws and customs of Hindostan. 

Should these appointments appear to be expedient after further consideration, 
some reduction may be made in the the Poujedarry 

department, from which the amount of ■ ' ' ' ■ proper to allot 

to the superintendents may in part be defrayed. 

The salaries, however, ought at all events to be liberal, as upon the general 
principles that have bee- ’■ .I . -angement of the other depart^- 

ments, the income of' ^ . : be limited to fixed and open 

allowances, wthout receiving any kind of perquisite whatever. 

In estahlishing ” , , liowancos of your servants 

in all the branches ; • ■ . acted upon the sotmdest 

.. ^ ....1 T . . . — 

■ ■ . ■ • . ■ • . ■ ■ 1 '' ' ■ the services 

of ■ , ' , ' :■■■ I . , ■ 1 a continua- 

tioi ' ■ ' i ■ ' • 1 ' ■■ ’ out granting them rewards in some shape 

sufficiently liberal to enable them to live in a decent and comfortable manner, and 
to make such annual savings as to give them a prospect of being able in a 
moderate number of years to return to spend the latter part of their days in easy 
circumstances at home. 

The cf mr i ’ i'” refer making such a fortune by means the 

■: i!'. avo'.v.,;-!. ’ ■ i • can he more honourable than that of annual 

Vk'U-. -I.'.; aV.o-vo ; s.i'i .. ’ ..ii' Iv '.o ;'.v id ■ e purposes, and 

in ■ n-incipal servants are surrounded with temptations, it 

cou . , r ■ ■ that it seemed to be expected, tbougli not regularly 

■” n ■ ■ . Id look to some other sources of income ; 

- ■ ■■■ : ■ ' . ■ / individuals in this country the public 

finances have often suffered great injury, and the poor natives in many instances 
very cruel oppressions. 

The toleration of perquisites is likewise detrimental to the discipline of the 
service, for even avIigu tliero is only an imi)lied permission to take them, it is not 
easy to punish abuses, as after a beginning is suffered, distinct limits are with 
difficulty prescribed for the practice ; hut when liberal salaries are allowed and 
accepted as a complete compensation for services, a Government can, without 
scruple, disgrace and remove from their offices all those servants who shall be 
detected in deviations from the straight line of private honour and of public 
duty. . , . 

Hie public credit ol ihisOoveriiiiient has improved beyond the most sanguine 
hopes that I could have indulged a twelvemonth ago. The discount upon our 
certificates has not for some time j'-ast amounted to one and a half per cent. . , 


1789. 


SUBRENDEE OF THE GTINTeOE ClECAES. 


549 


T received a letter from Mr. James Macpherson, who styles himself agent for 
the Nabob of Arcot, enclosing a long remonstrance against the decision of this 
Government in the succession to the late Kajah of Tanjorc. I enclose a copy of 
my answer to Mr. Macpherson, which will I trust meet with your approbation. 

I am, &c., 

C'OENWALUS. 


No. XXIX, 

Eight Hoh. Hbnbt Dundas to Eabi, Cobhwailis. 

[Received Aug, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, Aprils, 1789, 

With the exception of my short letter to you of the 2nd of March, my last 
private letter bore date the 28th of February. Since that period the public joy and 
satisfaction has gone on^ uninterruptedly, by the complete recovery of the King. 
He is now perfectly well, and the Government going forward with unbounded 
popularity in its former channel. Opposition — in character, spirits, and every- 
thing else — lower than we ever knew them at any period. . . . 

The conduct of the business of the Guntoor Circar is entirely to my satisfaction. 
It is needless to remark to you that the acquiescence of the Nizam in your 
measures for the recovery of that province is no satisfactoiy proof of his good 
temper on the occasion. I'he treaty of 1768, by which he surrendered those 
Oiroars, has always been with hijn matter a- 1 f <■ Iv.’; g 

stroke which is now given to the objects c:' si;.’: si i i-;.- '■ n. o 

Nizam. The only j .-n 1 . ’ T . i to diaw fiom this cncmnstance is 
to observe, what lisss i:: 'iO'Si’Si,.-.’:-'.' i/' ’omx.-l''. Ihi'.l' I’-k of 

Use Nizam, or iiny an; ;i.-- !■.,:•.•< r ‘;'.',.:':n our 

jealousy so far as to ; 'v< s. ’ . • • i > 1 '■ -i . • (■> or to 


those of Ti;.. iv i:,;'! ii'.c 'Mil’.'.;!'.,.-:. . . . 

At pT,:.-;';"-: . 1 -. ;-i;! j’.'.': y v.-.r-;-.!:! l : ro conclude That our own internal pros- 


perity, aided by our alliances upon theContiuent, j-ri-ic;! I."j 'h i h-v;- . i', the 

Government of France, leavens no room to ::]• d m.y ■■■■';. the 

oxi vlio;i.=; of Ru’-''yrr,r. rwnl--. . . . 

.■'.sl-'V'in; ;.s, I ;■ ' at}- o-.r-siderahlo difBculty. ... I shall at present 

o.';'.y , ■ I.--' Si; .)!: rislyi;. ! I am very far from feeling disposed to a sur- 

render of it, without a very ample compensation in the shayie of annual revenue. 
The L ivvi vsiih. ;i; ■ :■ « r!!;.- this: I am not for engaging 

in as.-. ; ■ r M,!;';'.; .s v.',;;'. fb" ging our territories upon the 

western side of India ; at the same time it is obviously our interest to make tbe 
most we can of the possessions we have, or even to enlarge by negotiations, if we 



aderpiate, if poss'” . " ’ ’ ” " : c-.sliib!i.«]iinei!t .so to bo mai.'ifainod at 

Bombay and its ■ , ■ , 'I ■ ' w suggestions will convey to you tlie 

full extent of my reasoning upon Salsette, and every’other western possession in 
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India, and you can liave no difficulty of applying that reasoning to any specula- 
tion you may at any time entertain ui)on the subject. Another consideration 



, You seem to treat tlu*, possfission of Tellicheriy more lightly than I have been 
accustomed to consider it. Upon such a point you must naturally suppose I 
must think loosely, and rest solely upon the information of others. But my con- 
versations with very intelligent officers, who either do know, or pretend to know, 
the situation of that part of India, has led me to conceive that a military post, 
with a respectable force at Tellicheny, was a very essential object, with a view of 
controlling the operations of Tippoo. As to all this, however, you may suppose I 
speak with the most perfect dubiety. I think I perceive great good sense in the 
suggestion of stationing a respectable body of troops on the sea line, and within 
the frontiers of the Travancore country, and if the alternative was whether that 
position, or one at Tellicheny, • ■ ' t -would certainly prefer that on 

the frontiers of Travancore, h' .■ . till better instructed by you, 

feeling that the one idea is a corroboration of the other ; in short, if no material 
cl], :i, j'.":’ !:hc o'-.ror.ro -''it ".Y too burdensome, a chain of 

■ I ).-> \ add great security to our 

Indian empire. Bur, after all i have said, we are, you may believe, perfectly dis- 
posed to acquiesce in your judgment after full consideration, and if either hy 
, .n .. — "'•t upon different principles. 

As to the French, I think it unnecessary to trouble you with much discussion 
upon them. It would be childish not to suppose they are mortified by the 

prospect they bare ^ ;--:i 

Jndifi, bill, I iriisl, ' ‘ : • . ■ • . ■ ' ' . ,j 

themselves in foreign speculations, our security will be too strongly riveted to be 
shaken by anything they can do. . . . 

T a’.'.,.;/' .s: y. - i ' - '.v •:h'>pc-"-h‘rg upon the object of suiiplying, 

c!' r,'. i'.:- • < - ■. . ! v ; ■ > <i.‘ the trade and other resources 

!!,-■ : 1 c->!;.-«Merahle exertious towards that 


■' ' ' . = igreew. ; ■ limprupeny 

i . ’ r other ■ ■, ■ . - . ■ vient to the 

China investment. , . . 

l\Ty prejudices were once as strong against the claims of the Nabob’s private 
creditors as any that you can entertain, and the feelings of all my colleagues at 
the Board were the same ; against many of them the pirejudice still remains, hut 
from the time we examined the whole subject to the bottom, which we did in the 
most laborious manner, we became perfectly satisfied that every consideration of 
wisdom and policy suggested the iiropriety of the arrangement of ilm 9th of 

December, 17b4, We remain o" " ■ ■■ , ’ ‘ 

having been made under the sai- ' , ' ■ 

hand fide to see to the execution *'.'■■■ ; ■ ' ' ; 

taken to check the petulance of ■ 

Madras Government. . . . 
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I become every day more ^nd more sensible of the difficulty of supplying our 
sottiemenfcH in India with good governors and coimcillors ; as yet no successor is 
appointed to succeed Sir Archibald CisinpljeU, and T am ]'(>rrcc!ly iiware of the 
iuconvenience that may arise nponilio (loparnirc of Sir Ar«hil-ald I'amplK'H, which 
1 take for granted took place in the month of January last. The truth is, we 
know not what to do or what to suggest to the Court of Birectors, When 
General Modows went out he was not good-humoured about some transactions 
with the Treasury, and, from what he said before his dejmrture, I took an 
impression that, although, agreeTd-* te his ■. v-.h i-i u-.tmhay, he 

would go no farther, hut tr.V- J: lirs-. i.-;-! < rji: :;i"] g. ! r yself had 

no personal acquaintance vii’-! >!>(■■ M-. di v..-, i:.;-., •'••■i';. hi- cii:! ac:!';', was very 

eager for his appointment ; hut if it ends abruptly, as I have apprehended, it will 
certainly have proved an unfortunate measure. Tire aiq)ointroents you inform me 
of his having made immediately on ^ ‘ t unfortunate; 

no account of them has yet come . ■ ■ soon and will 

produce the effects which you have detailed in the very friendly and becoming 
letter which you wrote to him upon the occasion. This is the more lo he appre- 
hended from the circurnstauco of some wrangling having begun liclwcen him and 
the Court of Directors about the time of his sailing, ami I ■ , p. 

they will not he much displeased at having an opportunity ■ ^ " 

expect every day to hear from Medows, and will then bo at a certainty as to his 
intentions of remaining in India. If it is his choice to remain, we will of course 
support lii-< api'ninLiiii'nt to Madras, aud that of Ahercroinhio to Bombay; and 
hdyoiiil Unit lliorn is no iinme'diate necessity for deciding. Although jiersoually 
unacquainted with Colonel Fox, I am no stranger to his character, but I do not 
see how ^ g-.-: B..;- h. ■■f '”.. . - bjection you state arising from his 

military vr.ii!\' ; ’ ■■'•I; • Fox is himself a (jood •politickm, 

there is.!' ji'vv k-A.i.-dii.:.-: : i w!! v-.i-.g and confidential a situation the 

brother of the great leader of the party •;>!.| f>: d It, o; .• | • lilv.-.'l sys’;:i.: )'i.s ;h g 
India. I am far from stating those thin; ii'.; ’yi.. - a die, 's'* ii:!,, 

hut they are certainly sufficient to satisfy y >n •'.•..r.' g;---:;; di.'i'.ci l; io- in 

the business. 

With regard to your own council, you’ll perceive that Sir John MaepKerson has 
resigned, and Mr. Speke is apjiointed to succeed him. I brought forwai'd to tlie 
chairman the name of Mr. Duncan, hut Sjieke was very strongly supported in the 
Court of Directors. His character stands exceedingly fair ni:on the records, and 
Mr. Duncan was so far down ou the list of servants, that it would have been 
imprudent to have struggled fi-r ’’•d-? r..'; i: .in pre.scut occasion, but 

as in your letter of the 4th of d wi-k.-:. ! replying, you have 

l^errnitted me to urge his merits in your name, I shall flatter myself there will he 
no difficulty in procuring for him the appointment of a provisional successor to 
Mr. Shore, or whatever vacancy h.;; ■ :i.. If ''' q . 

arise from the pretensions of M". ".i 

and brother, and other connexi-; ".-. iv.--.; i-v-..- yly =:■■..(!■:. his behalf. His 
claim from seniority, and being au the beau of ihe Board of Eevenue, is certainly 
a strong one, I stated to his brother that the objection to him was not in point of 


nave given oi Mr. i^uncan, 1 shall oe very eager for nis appointment, line 

2 o 2 
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attention shall he paid to what yon say respecting Mr. Larkins and Mr. Charles 
Grant. *■ 


long entertained sentiments similar to yours respecting the civil estahlishinent of 
Bombay, and I frequently mentioned them to my colleagues at the Board of 
Control ; and I do not believe there is much variety of opinion among us. At the 
same time as we agree on all hands that the military establishments at Bombay 
must be kept up, I doubt much if all the saving which could be made by the 
reduction of the civil part of the establishment is inducement enough to bring 
forward at present the discussion of that subject with the Court of Directors, 
especially as the near approach of the period of the expiration of their charter will 
'.'■V'.! r: o| to and ai'range every j)roposition of that kind. I will 

] r. oecr. 1 i-iV-r-.- long to write to you more at large, in pursuance of 

1 I r. pic.S'Oi .'.v. i ' ‘ in your letter of the 10th of 

Nh, v .0 ‘ ’ . ! proposes to send to you, as 

mentioned by Mr. Kennaway, ma; !■ I - ■. '' - r 

■[ r.' lu.v: rny bad ones ; ' . • ■ ' ■ ■ ■ i 

jd-.'-. is'i "b'-v 1; '.‘ir connexions, and to unite him in the closest connexion 
and dependence upon our protection, that there is no alliance formed upon that 
basis to which you may not expect our v-'-- - •. N- 'bii'.;:; ■.■■:',;'.ld he more 

: ’1 ' — :• •• ; so forcibly 

I • that witii a strong body 

of troops stationed there, and another stationed within the confines of Travancore, 
and those co-operating "with the various Stations and cantonments '* ■' =' ■ 

the Carnatic — I say with such a concatenation, so judiciously 
scarcely think Tippoo, with all his power, would dare to attack us ; and if he did, 
he v.'O'.’ 1 'y •••.•!• • '.Ti'! 

.1 ;;;l' ('•>•.: :• b-,./, ! ■(•;. has run to a greater length than lintended, 

hut I feel a satisfaction in writing to you free from the formality of official corre- 
spondence ; and as I am deeply interested in the various scenes in which you are 
1 OA vi.pi.-.cd, 1 to you my sentiments upon the 

di.mmm a- 1. > :.c;.r i...' u =:. Believe me, &c., 


P.S. — I have communicated this to Mr. Pitt. 


Heney Dundas. 


No. XXX. 

Mikute of the Govbbnoe-Geneeal. 

Sepi 18, 1789. 

The great ability displayed in Mr. Shore’s minute, which introduced the 
propositions for the settlement, the uncommon knowledge which he has mani- 
fested of every part of the revenue system of this country, the liberality and 
fairness of his arguments and clearness of his style, g"-.-. rr.r - :iy, 
which my p<!VSO!ial ostocin mid regard for him, and the o;::'. .:,i:'. i ■ > .s a 
public mail, for Iii.-- powerfii! assistance in every braiicb oi' ‘J.ic biisiiiess of ibis 
Government, must ever render peculiarly gratifying to me tbe dn'-v ol recordmu mj'' 
higbest respect fur his talents, my wannest, sense of bis public-siiinted ])niiciiiles, 
which, in an irnp.aired state of liealib, could alone have Siip|5orf;edliim in executing 
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a work of such extraordinary labour ; and, lastly, my general approbation of the 
greatest part of his plan. 

I am confident, however, that Mr. Shore, from hi.s natural candour, as well as 
the public at large, will readily admit, that deeply interested as I must feel 
myself in the future prosperity of this country, it would be unjustifiable in me to 
take any step of i'.-.:’ i -ij ■--tion even of the most capable 

advisor, without ..-!v d j- u y ...-/n mind, and endeavouring to 

recoiicile the prop;-b.::y < ■’ : \ <>v. .. i.-y 

Impressed with those sentiments, I am called upon by a sense of indispensable 
duty to declare that I cannot bring myself to agree with Mr. Shore in the altera- 
tion which he now proposes to make in the 2nd Kesolution of leaving out the 
notification to the landholders, that if the settlement shall be approved by the 
Court of Directors it will become permanent, and no fiutlier alteration of the 
jumma take ' ’’c T of the ton years. 

When th I I 1 ' < ■ - determined to retain in their own. hands the 
right rwfirmir : or v r.-.V.’s ! .-s! t’ r>.T?"atioa of a given term, 

thej ■: ■!( ; ; v >v;; 1 '..i. •. = = . v h- • ■!•. ; oi <:i 'i : .:i. 

' The ] iower ol 

Avithont being sal ' ■ . ■ ■ 

in my opinion, have been too great to delegate to any distant Glovernment. 1 
cannot, boAvever, believe that they ■ ' ’ 1 ’ ’ ’ 1 the flattering hopes of a 

2^er7nanent settlement, which alon ' ' . . can make the country 

flourish, aud sc- ; I-.,.'.' I . the body of inhabitants, unless they had been 

luedetormined ■ , !..•••■ •••■.•petnity, if they found tb.at their servants here 

had not failed in their duty, or betrayed the important trust that had been 
reposed in them. Nothing I am persuaded but our c.xpressing doubts and fears 
can make them hesitate ; and as 1 have a clear conviction in my own mind of the 
utility of the system, I shall think it a duty I owe to them, to my country, and 
to humanity, to ’•■■■■■■.‘•i.!: . i.d h n < -v ;] f‘. u-i {.■ ’ •:() 

time in declaring .I.'; j:-!-!..:'* ,:xy liu: y.-r-,. ■■.cy (iisiVMcr m) 
material ohjection or error, and not to postpone for ten years the commencement 
of the prosperity and solid improvement of the coiuitiy. 

Mr. Shore has most ably, and, in my opinion, most successfully, in his minute 
delivered in June last, argued in favour of the rights of the zemindars to the pro- 
perty of the soil. But if the value of permanency is to he withdrawn from the 
settlement now in agitation, of what avail will the j) 0 \\'er of his arguments be to 
the zemindars, for Avhose rights he has contended? They are now to liave their 
property in farm for a 1 " ' ’ 

it, and this property is ■.■■■■. ! " ' ( . ■ ■ ■! ■ ■ ■ 

of this country may at that time think proper to impose. In any part of the 
world, where the val'.'.e of ] v Vowr., wi-uM not such a concession of a 
right of property in v' c .-t-..:’: i.-i- c:;'.!-.. ! :! ■ Jo-iy? 

In a country Avhere the landlord has a permanent property in the soil it will 
he worth his while ' ’ : ' i improve 

that property; at* ' ^ ‘ ■ j'-, ■ . : m as will 

prevent tbeir destroying it. But when the lord of the soil himself, the rightful 
owner of the land, is only to become the farmer for a lease of ten years, and if he 
is then to he exposed to -1. • ’i . ‘ ■’ 

of that term, to extract from the estate every possible advantage for himself ; and- 
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if any future hopes of a permanent settlement are then held out, to exhibit his 
lauds at the end of it in a state of ruin ? 

Although, however, I am not only of opinion that the zemindars have the best 
right, but from being persuaded that nothing could be so ruinous to the public 
interest as that the land should be retained as the property of Government, 
I am also convinced that, failing the claim of right of the zemindars, it would be 
necessary for the public good to grant a right of property in the soil to them, or 
to persons of other vloscriptions. I think it unnecessary to enter into any discussion 
of the grounds upon which their right appears to be founded. 

It is the most effectual mode for promoting ‘ ' of the 

country, which I look upon as the importan ■ ' , '■■■■ ■ ■ it con- 

sideration. 

I may safely assert that one-third of the Company’s territory in Hindostan is 
now a jungle inhabited only --i-, w:ii _ i.._ i.,.- 

proprietor to clear away that ; , . " ■ ■■ 

his lands, when at the end of that lease he must either submit to be taxed ad 
" ■ ' • ' ■ ■■ ’ ’ .’’hopes of deriving any benefit 

■ ■ • . ■ i will hardly be repaid ? 


I must own I’ in i.,,. 

will b’e necessarj ' ' » ' ' . ■ ■ ■ 

'i'';,.- ■r... :: .v..’ :i: i.fv ‘ 'nto of subsisting by annual 

expedients has originated, not in any constitutional imperfection in the people 
” f .• : jij;. andlcannotthero- 

, / the generality of jieople 


as a term nearly equal in estimate to perpetuity. 

By the prudent landholders it will not, whatever it may he by proprietors of 
a cvUitvavy description. It would be unwise, therefore, to deny the former the 
IjOiiiiliL of a pernument system, because the mismanagement of the latter will not 
allow them to derive the same advantage from it. 

It is for the interest of the State that the landed property should fall into the 
hands of the most frugal and thrifty class of people, who will improve their 
lands and protect the ryots, and thereby promote the general prosperity of the 
country. 

If there are men who will not follow this line of conduct when an opportunity 
is afforded thorn by the enaction of ’ — ■. ’ is not inconsistent with 

justice, policy, or humanity, to saj . ■■ their had management 

obliges them to part with their property to the more industrious, the better for 
the State. 

It is immaterial to Government what individual possesses the land, provided 
he cultivates it, 

The short-sig ■ . , ' . . ■ , ' r he 

corrected by allowing those who adopt it to suffer the consequences of it, leaving 
to them at the same time the power of obviating them by pursuing the oqoposite 
line of conduct. 

Mr, Shore has stated hut two positive objections to the latter part of the 
2nd Resolution. The first is, that if, after the notification that the settlement, 
t’le Court of Directors, will he the Court of 

i’: not declare the permanency, ■ = i, ' :he natives in 

general will be shaken, and that those who relied on the confirmation will he dis- 
appoiii'cd, and coi'.clude ihiii it was meant to deceive them,, 
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I ■ ■ ■ ’ ■ . . ■" .■ ■ ^’lat I cannot believe any people to 

be so ■ " , r ■ . ■ . ■ ■ ■ . < breach of faith, and an intention 

to deceive them, for not doing ^ •; -r-— - 

is not in their power to promise ■ i., ■ ' 

their superiors. 

The only effect of the notification will, in vr.\- opir ion , bo to encourage the 
landholder to offer — all that Government ashs, ■ r v.!.-.: . :br— r. ;V.;r rent, lest by 
endeavouring to withhold what he knows he ought in justice to pay he should 
forget that greatest of all blessings, a real property, and to stimulate him to more 
exertion in his cultivation. 

But supposing even for a moment that the declaration would be received in 
the sense apprehended, and that the zemindars were to act under a conviction 
that it was well founded, let us examine the nature of these acts, and whether the 
consequences of them would be such as to shake the confidence of the natives, or 



of the country, as the assisting the : ' ' • ■ . : ' 

exactions, and the foregoing small temporary advantages for future permanent 
profits. Such acts mrrst ultimately redound to the benefit of the zemindars, and 
ought to bo performed by them, were the settlement intended to be concluded for 

lie; ■ ■■■■ ■ i'h,:'- 1 c."!:: I’l-: c.'i- •: I r:<y. i;.'!'. -io long as they have 

■, • : ■ •di::.; • I;:’:-!, may be committed 

" 1 1-. -.e" to a farmer. 

Should the zemindars, therefore, misconstrue the moaning of the declaration, 
and act in consequence of that misapprehension, they would find themselves 
enriched by the error ; and this result, instead of tending to shako their con- 
fidence UT Government. teset' them an useful lesso", froin which they won ''d 
j O';' i!.-, n c i, I.-;'.!!!: furri oh^'-rx : i, 

;-n n ‘ I'.a. win.: i y'ci.iuiiir;-! m c- !i'. ■ucC'! iho 

I'n;:- 'iiii.G I'xi-ii 'I.Cry . ili a*’".;: UjOJismis An- :!io 
improvement of them, which they wull not have recourse to so long as that 
demand’-”” ' . •' ’ ”• . 

cxp(;di(!Ji ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . • . ,1 . 

possible . ■ ■ ' ' 

the Legislature in England, as soon as it can he effected i;; ••r. .-n:- iv:-' rq ..iii.i le 
terms. 

The second objection is, the doubt of its being expedient that the permanency 
should he declared. 

Mr. Shore says we cannot pronounce absolutely upon the success of our 
measures without experience. I must ask, what are these measures, on the 
success of which there can he no doubt ? or v.-’.i-l lb-, -.-xi -y, wanting, 

and what, by delaying a permanent settlem;.!.; :(!■■ x.-:;;'.': 'u'ji.l ^ ■.•ohably be 
improved ? 

There is nothing new in this plan, except the great advantages which are 
given to the zemindars, talookdars, and ryots, on one side, and the additional 
security which the Company has by b dr.v.ce-, "bTu tbo vchm of 

the land, which is to be sold to ma'c-.; ly-j:!'!,' i. on 

the other. By what probable, I v= :-x rver; .'•.-.y v-- .'.-L-'--, •.■.i.-!- .s !•:> ■■■...:] plan 
to fail? 

I understand th: w— ’ y-. ... jumma only, and not to 

the details of the - ■ ■ will certainly be hereafter 


556 


LOED CORNWALLIS. 


Ai>p. No. XXX. 


necessary, for the further security of the ryots in particular, and even of those 
talookdars, who, to my concern, must still remain in some degree of dependence 
on the zemindars ; hut these can only he made hy Government occasionally, as 
abuses occur ; and I will venture to assert that either now or ten years hence, or 
at any given period, it is impossible foi- human wisdom and foresight to form any 
phan t.liat will not. iv:quire such at.ieni-ion and regulation, and I must add that, if 
such a thing was possible, I do not believe that it will he easy to find a man more 
capable of doing it than Mr. Shore. 

I cannot, however, admit that such regulations can in any degree affect the 
rights which it is now proposed .to confirm to the zemindars, for I never will allow 
that in any country Government can be said to invade the rights of a subject, 
when they only require, for the benefit of the State, that he shall accept of a 
'b’- ■ ender of a mri s. 1 -i i , which in his 

. ' . ■ interest rf i; ;• wf-,,'' they prevent 

his coimnitl.liig cruel oppi'ossious upon his neighbours, or upon his own 
dcpeudeuls. 

The Gourt of Direciovs have given us a general idea of the amount of the land 
revenue from Bengal and Bahar, with which they will he satisfied. If we hone.'^l ly 
and faithfully make a settlement equal, aud even beyond their cxpcciidion.'i, iu 
point of revenue, and at the same time calculated in its outlines to promote the 
prosperity, hairpiness, and wealth of their sirhjects, what reason can we have to 
tv: <:<■' r r.t'. ‘ :c.*t declare its permanency ? 

.I.';-, Ill '■..•..io.: vf our establishments in this country it almost amounts 

to an impossibility that at any period the same Government, the same boards, or 
the same collectors, should continue for near the space of ten years ; upon what 
jr.'o-.iv. 1? '.b-::". I’ C.v.vv i.-." Directors to look for more knowledge and useful 

v-.'i'::,';:;! c-.' that term, aud under all contingencies that may 

i-i; 't r I cannot avoid declaring my firmest conviction 

that if those provinces are let upon lease for that period only, they will find at the 
end of it a mined aud impoverisbod country, and that more difficulties will he 
experienced than even Ibis Government have hnd to encounter. 

In regard to - ■ 

ri.o c. I'l 'vs. I '• ii; rv , ■. e '.r.r ‘.e n; , n .-.ir, question, for I feel 

very sensible how important it is that the orders for the Bahar settlement should 
he transmitted to the collectors of that district, without losing a minute’s time 
-,...-•7 _ 7 7- , .. - ^ _ _ . . ■ . ntiments 

i must, liowever, observe that of the six references which are proposed to he 
made to the collectors, I cannot see the smallest use in any of them, except the 
last, which goes to the expediency of the measure. 

As to the question of right, I cannot conceive that any Government in their 
senses would ever have delegated our authorised right to any of their subjects to 
impose arbitrary taxes on the internal commerce of the country. It certainly has 
be(!ii. ail abuse that has crept in either through the negligence of the Mogul 
govcrnoi's, uho were careless and ignorant of all matters of trade, or, what is more 
].u-oljabIc, connivance of the Mussulman aumil, who tolerated the extortion of the 
zerafiidar, that licmiglit again plunder liim in liis turn. 

.But be thiu as it may, the rigid has been too long estahlislied. or tolerated to 
allow a just Govormnent to take it away without indemnifying the proprietor 
from any loss. And I never heard that, in the most free State, if an individual 
possijsscd a right that was incompatible with the public welfare, the Legislature 
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made any scruple of taking it fromRirr, nrovid-,-: I’.oygnroTii’v a fair equivalent. 
Tlie case of tlie late Duke of AtRol, a'. fe.. ■.! very unwillingly 

with tlie sovereignty of the Isle of Man, appears to me i :■ I'O ■ xr.c'-l;-.- ki ■ oint. 

I agree with Mr. Shore that there would he a degree Govern- 

ment’s taking into their own hands the gungcs, &c., which are annexed to 
zemindary rights, and leaving the same abuses existing in those which belong to 
jaghire and altumgha possessions ; but instead of leaving the former on that 
account, I should most undoubtedly take away the latter, securing to the pro- 
’ ’’ i ' ^ all such duties as were not raised in 

. ■ ■ . '. ■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 'Government, 

There are, however, several articles in what are called the Sayer collections 
with w'hich Government has no occasion to interfere, and which may very well be 
left in the hands of the imoprietors. 


No. XXXI. 

The Goveenor-Genebal ih CouKcUi to 0. W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Poona, Dec. 18, 1789. 

I have received since the date of my last letter your letters dated the 23rd 
and 30th of October, and 6th and 12th ultimo, and the distinct account of your 
late conferences with the Mahratta Ministers, as well as the manner in which 
you have treated the subjects that were under negotiation, have given me entire 
satisfaction. 

I am willing to consider the apologies and explanations which Nana Furnavese 
has given in respect to the busino.'.-s of Oinr-.-ra nr. ntopotv. f;!- Il c.-'v! ] n:'!s of 
the conduct of the Mahrattas,of wi'.icl-. I Lave aiiundy laire:-.! : i'V.i uic .ii;deii- 
cacy with which they acted in m:.! I; i,;. :!:« ii, c :l .'ic v, iikoui j'l't - 

viously communicating their des';,ii b- v.-l.ich :!■(.;,• i..”.c 

hitherto shown to my recommendation in favour of Balloo Meah and his brother, 

render it expedie ' ' ' . ’ v - their forcing me to 

behave to them ■ ' 

Ton may state to 'I’ ' ” '' • ■ ' " 

of my public station, ■ • . . ' ■ ' ■ ■ 

actions with them than in my own opinion is proper between Governments who 

possess a mutual friendship for each other, and whose interests arc so intimately 

T ■ - .-V---- _ h', -;■■■■'■ ■ 'hotlicr 1 

■ . ■ , . .. ^ Gingera, 

1 .' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ i for the 

rightful owners of it. . . . 

I must likewise desire that you wall take the first favourable opportunity that 
offers to discuss the grounds upon which we have demanded the restitution of 



\j 


i.:nV'iigl:. i’i.r..;-, id: V ' , ■ ■ 

should be immediately reslo.-cd. :■.= d ;1 . ■ ■ ■ -I 

n ■. : 

!'•■,( . -i ■ i-.-, ai:: -. . I i-.iv i-.ys i.'. a oroper sense 

(:i (“v>!ry mark oi r'-'or-'.'-'i.i;- \'\ the Foona Government, yet that in 
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the present instance the right of ' T "v ' ■> demand complete security for 

the persons and jjroperty of their ■ ■■ . others living under their pro- 

‘'y ivlj;’ ’''’-■."■I by public stipulations, that I could look upon 
i. ■; o-. li'-;. sv ii- of the property or persons of people of that 

description by any Mahratta subjects, with the sanction of their own Government, 
in no other light than that of a violation of the treaty of 1776 ; and for the pur- 
pose of discovering whether 'the Minister would be jealous of any interference 
-with Scindia, you may add, ’ ’’ . • ’ 

to desire to know the senti ■ - '5 ^ , 

treaties with the Mahratta State, yet I am confident that on the point in question 
he would be ready to admit our right to be clear and indisputable. 

It will always be with great reluctance that 1 shall make use of menacing 
expressions to ii iiowor which we have reason to believe is sincerely disposed to 
live in gcnor.d tonus of amity with us, but as forbearance on our part beyond 
certain bounds would not only be unjust to the subjects and dependents of the 
Company, but might also encourage the Mahrattas to become inattentive in future 
to similar representations, you may take occasion to hint in plain terms to the 
Minister that in the event of any more of our vessels being seized or detained by 
the Mahratta officers, and of redress being refused, or unreasonably delayed by the 
Peshwa’s Ministers, you know it to be my determination to take effectual means 
for ; , ,u. ‘•■''or. f'cn fo" . . . 

A. , , :i < x-r:. e.i li' v.-.’resi5ect we have hitherto submitted 

to the humiliating ceremonial of presenting nuzzers to the Princes of the house of 
Timur, I doubt much whether that practice is either politic or necessary ; hut, far 
from admitting a similar claim from the Peshw’^a, I expect that all the Princes of 
this country, except those of the Eoyal Family, shall habituate themselves to 
consider the English Eesidents at their respective courts as the representatives of 
a Government at least equal in power and dignity to llioir own, and consequently 
entitled to claim an exenipiion from those marks ol‘ suhrnissiou which are exacted 
from inferior states as well as from all their own subjects. I therefore highly 
approve of your having declined, previous to your communicating with Captain 
Eennaway, to present a nuzzer with your own hands to the Peshwa, and 1 must 
likewise desire that you will never, even through the medium of one of your 
servants, agree to place yourself in so degrading a situation, as it will tend to 
lessen the dignity of the British Government in. the eyes of the other Powers of 
this'eouptry. 

I conceive it to he very consistent with the finesse and cunning of the Brahmin 
character to throw out hints occasionally of their intention to send ambassadors to 
England, without actually having any idea of carrying the design into execution, 

hensic:: ; ! \i. i’-e :: ..:oi-:ui;v-\ /■' any ■: --u (iiJ'tukn:;; av;-,'.: i-. x.y i,:; 

from hence into another channel. 

, I can in reality have not the smallest objection to their sending an embassy to 
England r. r.".y ^'I' (1 il m ( f -ho riv v ..f i:;s becoming in 

some deg i-ii' i-ie: ■.■i.-.'-.'-i.-.s.dnu I:*'.; h-:.;; i;;.d .eis Ministers, and 

also of its proving the cause of - ■ ■ H'-i- Co\-- ■ ,>■ y. 

I desire, however, that you v.-.-i. i>u 'X-:-, i-.yt-’i ji-,'- =:'l’ i; e: n- be 
mentioned by the Mahratta Ministers, treat it in an unaffected manner as a 
measure on which I am entirely indifferent; and vou ir.av lri Ib.o e- iiSHiVo 
them that when they resolve to cany it into 1 .-vn:! l;t‘ ■ ;:r’-.y :o do 

everything in my power to- render the passage of their envoys as expeditions and 
convenient as possible. 



1789. 


CONFERENCES WITH MABATHA MINISTERS. 


659 


SRould they, contraryio liR to :;oi (1 i-p. f::’r ;!s^y, 

it would be my desire to s-M,..: ee : :,::y cm;;;!. 

you may in the course of conversation take an o]i|)ortnnity to inform tbem that, 
in order to command respect from our CJovernmonc al.- home, it would, in my 
opinion, be indispensably necessary for them to employ men of rank as their 
ambassadors ; that there would be no chance of any European being well received 
in that character, and that I do not imagine that the King and his Ministers, or 
the Directors of the Company, would suppose them to be in earnest if they juo- 
fessed to have entrusted the negotiation of pc'" ■ ■ . ■ ' ■'■'erests 

to any other persons than such as have been ' . ■ i hold 

i ■■ • . . ‘ . .it present to our contracting separate 

» ■ ■ ' ■ • ■ . is also extremely dtthtful whether we 

could derive any benefit from engaging in new treaties of ffiy kind with his 
Highness, even in conjunction with the Mahrattas, though that measure might in 
son:;! : o;: v-r . it.n- 1 0 XO; h:. . . . 

!; 1 V. --•.r.-;. ■' .•! s'."’.. I be particularly guarded in your manner 

when you appear to show more attention than foimerly to any of their propositions 
for a closer union than at present subsists between the two Governments ; but 
should Behroo Punt or Nana renew such conversations as they have frequently 
held with you on this subject, I should wish that you ■svould, as proceeding 
entirely from yourself, and as being induced to it from a desire to increase the good 

for the purpose of promoting the mutual benefit of both natio'.--, . . ’y ■ciV.r.:’'!;;!,.: 
as a friend, in the coui’se of the discussions, that you do not ii.u.k n: it v,;; '■ I 
’ 1’ ■ ' ■ • • • ..••• y T-‘ ■' 5 con- 

! ^ d at a 

. ■ . ' • -with 

peshousb due by the Comiiany for the north • ' 

much altercation with the Mahrattas, from ' ' _ . ! '■ 

and independent fund for that purpose, and that you cannot conceive it to he 

possible that anything beyond a liberal and reciprocally advantageous system for 

a defensive alliance would have the most distant chance of success. 

After havi’ • '! ’ . " ' ’I k I cannot 

bring myself ■ ■ . k > which I 

should think . ■ ' ■ ■ . ■ ■ -e should 

have reason to appreiiena tnat we ' ■. ' 

if they appeared upon the whole to ' , . ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ? ■ ' 

Company, I should he disposed tc '. I s 

recommendation, and we should in the mean time have the advantage, without 
doing any injury to them, of encouraging the Mahrattas to continue to look to our 
alliance as a ]primary object of their political pursuits. . . . 

Should the Ml: (.■!' rA'.rr: ' t'; r-:“.;-!rf.=. V.riTv- suvo'-hor 

■; ( V \V"' :•!• .V'.-.: -.'.■.b- V.';' ;;o I !l\ r-r ;’.l 

v;.e r’.e’>’. ■:;s;b e ■■ <. i‘ 'Ce-t,- rl.-!; pi--. (.x:.:.;! I'vliic iii.air.-i w; icli 

u'r ii) ;.'’.e i.;;ec;4;:i’y ( f v<- ru:. pai;,i‘’..l .- k”'.:*:-.'- !'v( : ■. :. !n l.avi' 
oriv hi i.e i:’ Icjir-; e’p’iaiiy c, ■:;C;.r: v. bi-, 

selves, we particularly direct that you 'will be at pains to bring to his notice and 
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riscollectioD. tliat' the present contest h£ ■ ■ ■ n .• 

anA has not in the smallest degree ■ 

botwocn'us ami any other Ihiropean I’o' , : . ' ' ' ■. * 

dissomhledour sense of T:;=r , Vs Ihih;:-;: i'i !! ■ | ; ■•fo"rrarr' '■ ■■ ' 

of the last trenty of peace, .:s rH OL V V. 'a-.n;-; : ' ' , 

offered io ns in iht; conrse of the last tlircc or four years ; and that we should have 
deservedly ineurred i.iie contem])! of all niaiihind, if, inattentive to the dictates of 
honour and ihc evident prlncijilos of ];)olitieal self-defence, we had tamely allowed 
an arrogant and inveterate enemy to set the laws of the most sacred treaties at 
defiance, -and aggrandise and prepare himself to act in a short time with more 
efficacy against ourselves hy the dostraction of a neighbour and faithful ally, 

whom we were hound by the most solem; ■ ' ■ ' Id'’,!. 

without making &manly effort at the pres( ■ i 

to exact signal *aration for the many ■ ■ a 

sustained from him. 

As an additional means of encouraging the Nabob to submit to some temporary 
irc' '.V-, ''is. ■■.■e,a”.d of rci;T.-:ci''h.j hi!:- 'o the arrangements that have been directed, 
y-v. V.'!;'. -m;:: lo • hi- i-.- .s.;>.'actory grounds on which he may found 

reasonable oxpectalinns, that, should our arms and those of our allies ho. completely 
succossfiil ill i.he ijroscrit war, his Ui>>lmoss’s lauiily and subjects might tliori look 
forward to the prospect of enjoying lhcblcssijig.s of pcaco Ibr a long series of years 
to come. 

Tl.i: Eay.i-. Tr.-.j;r.- hr.viv.- jh;- is- ih-.; most flagrant manner in the 
a ! o-- C'l' i.i'i (■: ,o -.i.e Niii «,.l- a*=<l :!'•.! Company, the balance now 

due, and the pimotnalii.y of future payments must he secured to the Company hy 
yonr taking possession oi* (.-f ’ is iu ■’ s :i. il o 

same manner, and fori i e u'."..-. v.;-. • n. ••.•..sc v’ Ir.-i < i..-- 

you to possess yoursche.' f..- ■'..c.- Nr.: 
though the Eajali’s claim u]-.on iis Ibr delicacy and indulgence is in no respeci. oipial 
to liis Highne.ss’s, wctlireol. that in carrying our inslrnctioiis iuio execnlioii you 
slitill take the greatest care to treat him and his family with every possible degree 
of decency, inoderation, and justice. 

Wo cannot conclude this disagreeahlo subject wiiim'!! c;;!:!! ■..■hi..x in 

the most earnest luaimer ihat your own behaviour :o l::-. Na'.ui; -.n' Arcv.'. and the 
Elijah of 'Panjorc maybe iinironnly calcnlaLod to soClon the effect of measures 
which in ilinniscdves will at first bo nnpalalahle, and that you maybe particularly 
caTer:-.! torrakon :'el.io!i.T ■'■r-... . ■> , . • . _ 

wiio, rom iiicir 

i: ay r o:-:i you h-dv-ve i.-ev ;!.ey are j-miivff.Miy to 

fulffi our instructions and expectations. 

We have the honour, &c. 


{_T}ie Appendix to 1790 wt'K be found in the next Fofeine.j 
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